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Introduction 


Purpose: This Timeline is presented so that readers can follow the life and exploits of Major William Robert Bell and 
his family and associates between 1845 and 1913, as they travelled and lived at various locations in North America and 
Europe. The primary focus, however, is on Major Bell himself. 


In many instances, references are provided to historical documents that detail the subject matter. At other times, 
where that text is brief, or where an illustration is available, copies of the documents may be inserted. 


Conflicting and Confusing References to Ensign /Captain / Major / W.R. Bell: A soldier named 
Sgt W.R. Bell of Carleton Place, Ontario , who appears in 1860s and 70s military records, is a different person. In later 
years, probably after Major W.R. Bell left Indian Head in 1896, there is another “Major Bell” resident in Winnipeg, who 
also makes the newspapers on occasion. Care needs to be taken to differentiate between the two. In addition, a third 
Major Bell surfaces at McTaggart, Saskatchewan, and hence there also appears to be some confusion between these 
two Saskatchewan-based men. Moreover, there are a considerable number of men called “Major Bell” in the Canadian, 
American and British military during the 19" and 20" centuries. When doing further research on the Major W.R. Bell in 
this report , keep in mind that he originated in Brockville, Ontario, worked for the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway in the 
1860s, and had strong links to Winnipeg, Manitoba between 1882 and 1913. Around 1880 he was a partner with 
Charles Kelso in the Bell-Kelso Farm at Hallock, Minnesota. After leaving Indian Head in 1896, he resided briefly in 
Brockville, then also in England, Ireland, the Bahamas and then Winnipeg, and had business dealings with silver mining 
near Thunder Bay, Ontario and with coal mining near Edmonton, Alberta. Finally, Major Bell was an avid marksman 
(especially with a rifle), and enjoyed curling, horse and dog racing, and regularly crossed the Atlantic Ocean for business 
and pleasure. 


Conflicting and Confusing References to the “Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company” and the 


“Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate”: The Bell Farm was originally known as the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company, 
with Major W.R. Bell as its Manager. Shortly after the farm was established north of Indian Head, it came to be called 
the Bell Farm., and in later years was re-incorporated as the Bell Farming Company. At almost exactly the same time in 
the spring and summer of 1882, another corporate farm — called the Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate — was established near 
Moose Jaw, with Col. S. Richardson as its Manager. The Bell Farm was headquartered in Winnipeg; while the Qu’Appelle 
Farm Syndicate had its headquarters in Regina. 


Sources: There are over 1,800 entries in this document. Many of them are extracted from published 
sources, particularly newspapers and books. As well, a small number of archival records have been located 
and used. Based on our research to date, there are many hundreds of additional entries yet to be located and 
incorporated into the Timeline. 


Newspapers: The most productive sources include those listed below. Although newspapers are 
notorious for their spelling and typographic errors, they are excellent sources for further research. In 
some instances, the “facts” recorded in newspapers can be corroborated by other sources. Unfortunately, 
that is not always so, and in some cases, extremely important, and perhaps controversial, information has 
only be found in the newspapers. 
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e Almonte Gazette — link provided by Andrw Jeanes, Heritage Conservation Advisor, Gov. of Ontario 
e Brandon Sun 

e Emerson Daily International 

e Manitoba Daily Free Press (later known as Winnipeg Free Press) 

e Qu’Appelle Progress — link provided by Margaret Hryniuk 

e Qu’Appelle Vidette - link provided by Margaret Hryniuk 

e Regina Leader — established March 1883 (later known as Regina Leader-Post) 

e Winnipeg Tribune 

e Winnipeg Sun 


Local Histories: Many of Saskatchewan’s local histories include references to the Bell Farm. Generally 
these are brief notations, such as mention that a certain person or family first worked on the Bell Farm 
when they emigrated to Canada or moved to the Indian Head area from another Canadian province or 
American state. While the facts in local histories are seldom based on creditable documentation, they do 
provide excellent leads on where to search for further information. Seldom have any of the facts relating 
to the Bell Farm in these books been proven to be erroneous, and none is known to have been 
deliberately false. Not surprisingly, local histories which have the largest number of Bell Farm references 
are those in close proximity to Indian Head. 


Other Books: A considerable number of people who visited the Bell Farm during the 1880s and 90s 
returned home and wrote reports or books on their travels, and often provided substantial detail on their 
stay at the Bell Farm. Due to its size (approximately 10 miles square - between 54,000 and 64,000 acres) 
the Bell Farm was regularly referred to as the largest contiguous farm in the world at the time of its 
operation (1882-1896) and superlative words are regularly used to describe the farm, such as “immense”, 
“great”, “enormous”, “gigantic”, “massive”, “huge” and so forth. For visitors used to seeing small family 
farms, a visit to the Bell Farm was an amazing experience, worthy of reporting to their home community or 
country. Also referred to as “celebrated” and “famous”. 


Archival Collections: Records located in official archives are generally considered to be the most accurate 
and creditable. However, archival institutions collect both official and folklore documentation, an it is 
incumbent on the researcher to review these records with this in mind. The primary archives consulted for 
the Timeline have been the following: 


e Library and Archives Canada (LAC) — This institution houses many of the official Government of 
Canada records, and those of particularly noteworthy individuals, such as Sir John A. Macdonald, 
who communicated with Major Bell and his associates on a number of occasions and matters. Only 
a small number of those records have been reviewed to date. 

e Provincial Archives of Saskatchewan (PAS) — This agency now includes the records donated by the 
Bell Family, such as letters to and from Major Bell, Calling Cards addressed to Major and Mrs. Bell, 
some business documents, and a substantial number of family photographs. As the Archives does 
not, as a rule collect artifacts, the medals and trophies acquired by Major Bell — primarily for his 
marksmanship with a rifle — are housed at the Saskatchewan Sports Hall of Fame. However, 
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references to those items will be found in the Timeline. An unusual group of records in the 
Provincial Archives are the 72 Calling Cards from Major and Mrs. Bell’s friends and business 
acquaintances, dating from 1891 to 1913. Most (51) lack the year date. Those with a complete 
date are included in the Timeline. Some cards are illustrated to show the variety of designs and 
content. 

The Provincial Archives has also acquired a ledger of original telegrams dating to the North-West 
Rebellion / Conflict / Resistance of 1885. Twenty-nine of those relating to Major Bell are 
transcribed in this Timeline. 

e Indian Head Museum (IHM) — Included within this local museum collection is an accounting book 
by blacksmith John Brown, which details a substantial number of references to work being 
performed for the Bell Farm. This is the only significant source discovered to date for the business 
operations of the Bell Farm. Although the cover indicates a date range of 1883-1898, the details 
for the Bell Farm are only from July 1889 to 1897. Possibly before 1889 the Bell Farm maintained 
its on-site blacksmith. John Brown “quit work at Indian Head, Saturday [Dec.] 21, 1898.” A 
separate series of entries for the “Bell Farm” after Major Bell left Indian Head covers the period 
from June 1897 until March 1898. (P. 147). 


Further Research: As noted above, most of the entries in this Timeline come from newspaper clippings and 


various other publications. Potential sources which have not yet been examined in detail include: 


e Canadian Pacific Railway Archives — corporate records as well as those associated with various 
dignitaries who visited or were involved with the Bell Farm 

e Hudson’s Bay Company Archives — corporate records relating to sale of the land 

e Library and Archives Canada: Department of the Interior 

eLibrary and Archives Canada: Department of Indian Affairs 

e Library and Archives Canada: Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

e Sessional Papers — Government of Canada 

e Sessional Papers — North-West Territories 

e Papers of Lieutenant Governors Dewdney (1881-88), Royal (1888-93) and Mackintosh (1893-98) 

e Papers of various dignitaries who are known to have visited the Bell Farm between 1882 and 1896 

e Minutes and business records - Rural Municipality of Indian Head 

e Minutes and business records - Town of Indian Head 

e Canadian business agencies with which Major Bell was associated in Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
and Alberta — especially relating to agriculture, land dealings, mining and railway development 

e Business agencies with which Major Bell was associated in England, Ireland, the Bahamas and possibly 
the United States 

e Recreational organizations to which Major Bell belonged, especially sports 

e Organizational agencies to which Mrs. Bell belonged, such as the Presbyterian Church of Canada 

e Brockville, Ontario and Hallock, Minnesota activities, where the Bell family lived 

e Major Bell’s employment with the Grand Trunk Railway in Ontario in the 1860s 

e Major Bell’s militia career in Ontario during the 1860s and 70s 
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e Major Bell’s controversial involvement in the North-West Rebellion of 1885 — various articles in the 
Manitoba Daily Free Press are clearly anti-Conservative government - and hence anti-Major Bell - in 
tone. Sorting out the truth of these accusations may be challenging. The North-West Rebellion War 
Claims Commission Report will be a major source for clarifying this matter. 

e Major Bell’s inventive activities 

e Major Bell’s early education in Ontario and the United States 

e Local histories for the three prairie provinces for references to people who lived on or worked at the 
Bell Farm — that number exceeds 200 at present 


How to use the Timeline 


Scroll through in Chronological Order: As much as possible, the data presented below has been placed in 
chronological order, starting with the birth of Major Bell in 1845 and ending with his death in 1913. 


Latest Additions: to see a listing of the most recent additions to the Timeline, go to the end of the document and 
scroll back a few pages, until you come to the page marked as THE END. 


Word Search: It should be possible to undertake a “word search / word find” of the basic text. However, this will 
probably not apply to text incorporated into photographic documents inserted into the text. Therefore, photos of many 
shorter clippings have been retyped to take advantage of this search option. Although this increases the potential for 
typographic errors, the benefits outweigh the potential problems. 


Enlarging Images: JPG images can be copied from the pdf (left click), inserted into a WORD document, and then 
enlarged by dragging the corners. The “kb” notation by some of the images indicate the size and possibly quality. The 
originals are often of much higher resolution, but adding them in at full size makes this document too large to send out 
as a PDF. 


NOTE: Text in Green - from 11 Sept. 2014 e-mail from Michelle Cabana to Frank Korvemaker needs to be 


reviewed re TRIPS in order to ensure that all relevant information has been properly transcribed in the Timeline. These 
green highlighted entries start in January 1887. 
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Note: Text in Blue: Brickmaking in Saskatchewan is another interesting component of the province’s history and 
development. Therefore, reference to brick manufacture are printed in blue, including the brick factory established by 
Maass, Mangelsdorf and Company on the Bell Farm in 1883. However, A.J. Osment, who built many of the initial 100 or 
so frame buildings on the farm, was also involved with the brick plant just west of Indian Head, as well as a later factory 
north of the Farm, in the Qu’Appelle Valley, at Katepwa. Clem Peltier took over Osment’s operation at Katepwa, and it is 
sometimes confusing to determine which bricks were made where and by whom in the Indian Head region. 


Note: Text in Purple: This generally consist of comments by the authors: Michelle Cabana or Frank Korvemaker. 
A colleague in England, Bill Pinfold, has contributed important information that is difficult to find and review without 
access to European newspapers and other documents. 


Note: “check for details”: About 50 documents that include this notation have not yet been found and/or read, 


and may include important details not previously known about Major Bell and / or the Bell Farm. 


Wages and Money Conversion: 


Following are some references to the value of money mentioned in the historical records for the late 19" and early 20" 
centuries. These values have not been converted into their current (c.2021) values within the text. However, based on 
the wages paid in the construction industry over the past 150 years, that equivalency is at least 40 to 50 times greater 
now than it was back in the 1880s, and sometimes considerably more. For example, a Brandon, Manitoba bricklayer 
was paid about 40 cents per hour, and worked a 10-hour day, in 1884. In 2016, a Regina, Saskatchewan bricklayer 
earned about $36.00 per hour, or $288 per day for an 8-hour day. When looking at wages, however, one should also 
look at the cost of living, which was much less in the 1880s than it is today. 


e Dec. 8, 1883 - Labourers on the Bell Farm are paid 35 dollars (£7) per month in summer, and 28 dollars (£5 12 s) 
in winter, besides a cottage each, rent free, and an acre of land 

e Dec. 18, 1883 - The employees are paid 35 dollars a month, or about £80 a year 

e Oct.5, 1886 - £100 sterling was worth $500 Canadian 


For further information, please contact: 


Frank Korvemaker, M.S.M.; SAA (Hon) 

Retired Construction Historian / Archivist / Archaeologist 

59 Compton Road 

Regina, Saskatchewan S4S 2Y2 

Tel: (land line) [306] 586-1405 E-Mail: fkorvemaker @accesscomm.ca 
and 

Corporate Archivist for the Saskatchewan Association of Architects 

For Information on the Association: http://saskarchitects.com/ 


Website: http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docsxxx/people/korvemaker_f.shtml 
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The Beginning 


1845 


1845 — May 28 - William Robert Bell born in Brockville, Ontario 


1851 


1851 — Katherine / Anne Elwood, born in Kemptville, Ontario 


(Source: 27 Dec. 2010 — e-mail from Blair MacAulay (Note: according to the 1891 census, Kate’s parents were 


1854 


born in Ireland) 


Oldest known photograph of Major Bell — age 9 


Source: Provincial Archives of Saskatchewan: Bell Family Collection 
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1858 


1858 — Naming of Indian Head and first photos of the Qu’Appelle Valley 


Henry Youle Hind’s expedition into the Canadian interior included preparation of a map of the region, as well as 
a number of photographs, taken by Humphrey Lloyd Hime. Hime’s photos are apparently the first images ever 


taken in present-day Saskatchewan. Hime took several images of the Qu’Appelle Valley, which show what it 
very likely looked like at the time when Major Bell arrived in the area 23 years later. 


The Indian Head Hills (red arrow) are apparently first identified in this 1858 map, 
with the Qu’Appelle (Anglican) Mission identified at the site of present-day Fort Qu’ Appelle (black arrow). 
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~~ 


The oldest-known photos of the Qu’ Appelle Lakes and Valley — taken by H.L. Hime on July 18, 1858 
as part of the Henry Youle Hind Expedition. 
Source: “Camera in the Interior: 1858: H.L. Hime, photographer, 
The Assiniboine and Saskatchewan Exploring Expedition”, by Richard J. Huyda, 1975. 
(112 & 122 kb) 


1860s 


1860s — William R. (Bill) Bell was employed by G.T.R. (Grand Trunk Railway) - railway agent (?) at Brockville and 
Pakenham, Ontario — check for details 
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1864 


1864 — June 15 — Toronto Globe - Ensign William R. Bell, of Brockville, attends Military School enlists with the Militia 


(Frank’s Note: Major W.R. Bell, of Brockville, was initially an Ensign when he first enlisted (June 
15, 1864), and was later promoted to Captain (March 5, 1867), and then to Brevet Major on his 
retirement (May 21, 1875). 


LEFT: Toronto Globe article on Military School examinations, including Ensign William R. Bell, of Brockville, 15 
June 1864 83 kb 


RIGHT: Review of the Pupils of the Canadian Military School, Toronto (source: The Illustrated London News, Sept. 


17,1864) 90kb 


Fenian Raid (1866): Fenians is the name of the old Irish National Militia. After the Civil War in the USA, the 
American Fenians were bolstered by Civil War mercenaries. In need of something to occupy this large force, 
John O'Neil crossed the Niagara River, captured Fort Erie, and made his headquarters at Limeridge. The Fenians 
defeated a unit of the Canadian Militia at Ridgeway, but withdrew to the USA when a stronger force was sent to 
the area. President Johnson had many of the Fenians arrested. (Source: 
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/medals-decorations/details/1) 


Corporal W.R. Bell participated in both the 1866 and 1870 Fenian Raids, and was eventually awarded medals 
accordingly. They were sent to him on June 10, 1900. In 1912, he became eligible for a one time pension grant 
of $100; this was awarded to him on March 4, 1913 — three weeks after he died. He did not, apparently receive 
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a land grant for his military service. The document below states that Corporal Bell was “on duty at Brockville in 
June 1866”, and that Capt. Bell was “on duty at Brockville May 24" to June 1870”. 


Source: Library and Archives Canada: Canada General Service Medal Register: 1866-1870.Fenian Raids, Red 
River, RG 9, Il, A5, Vol. 6, p. 145-146.: https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/military- 
medals-1812-1969/Pages/item.aspx ?IdNumber=15014& 


1867 


1867 — March 15 — William Bell appointed Captain in No. 4 Company, 2"? Battalion Rifles, Grand Trunk Railway Brigade, 
based out of Brockville 


Source; hie for details 


1867 — Dec. 17 — William Bell (age 22) marries Katherine Ellwood / Elwood (age 17) in Prescott, Ontario — she is the 
daughter of Jas. G. Elwood, of Brockville, Ontario. 


(Source: 27 Dec. 2010 — e-mail, Blair MacAulay: Livingston, Edwin A. "Leeds & Grenville Counties Marriage 
Register, 1858-1968", Vol. 27, 1988 (929.371373 at NYPL), page 39.i) 


NOTE: Elsewhere, her name is given as: 


e Catherine A. Ellwood (1851 Canadian census) (double “I”) 
e Catherine A. Elwood (1861 Canadian Census) 

e Katharine Bell (1871 Canadian Census) 

e A. Catherin Bell (1880 USA Census) (without an “e”) 

e Kate A. Bell (1891 Canadian Census) 


As Major Bell later Married Catherine Ormiston, his first wife will generally be referred to as “Katherine” or 
“Katharine” in this report. 
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18638 


1868 — June — William and Kate’s son - Sherwood Ambler Bell — born in Elizabethtown (renamed Brockville), Ontario — 
27 Dec. 2010 — e-mail, Blair MacAulay (Bell an employee of G.T.R., Brockville at that time.) 
1868 — Oct. 21-23 — Annual meeting of the Brockville Rifle Association, held at Brockville — shooting match. 


Capt. Bell of the GTR Brigade, Brockville, placed 4" in the first match (prize: $4); and 2" in the second match 
(prize: $9) 


(Source: Sessional Papers (# 10), 1869, p. 70-71.) 


197kb & 238kb 


1869 


1869 — . Brockville Rifle Association — Rifle Match, held at Kingston. 


Capt. Bell of GTR Rifles: Match 4 — All Comers - placed 3" (prize: $5); Match #5 Association Members — placed 
8" (prize: $3); Match # 6 — Officers’ Match — placed 1°(Prize: pair of boots worth $10, plus cash $2) 


(Source: Sessional Papers (# 8), 1870, p. 32-33) 
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1870 


1870 — March 4 — Sherwood Ambler Bell dies, at 1 year 9 months — lists his father - Wm. Robt. Bell - as an employee of 


the Grand Trunk Railway at Brockville, Ontario, and a member of the Wesleyan Methodist Church. 


DEATHS, «' 


(Source: Archives of Ontario; Toronto, Ontario, Canada; Collection: Ms935; Series: 2, 1870 - p. 60, # 099629) 


1870 — May 24 to June 1870 - Captain Bell serves in the Canadian Militia, 41° Battalion, during the Fenian Raids (Frank: 
see 1866 above) 


Fenian Raid (1870): On 26 May 1870, O'Neil again crossed the border near Franklin, Vermont, 
but was forced back quickly and again arrested. 


(Source: http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/medals-decorations/details/1) 


1870 — Annual Rifle Match, Brockville Rifle Association — 
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Capt Bell, GTR: Match # 3, placed 1° (prize: $20); Match # 4, placed 4™ (prize $5). 
(Source: Sessional papers (#7), 1871, p. 22-23) 
1870 — Rifle Match of the Metropolitan Rifle Association — held at 
Capt Bell, GTR: Match #8, placed 4" (prize: $3) 
(Source: Sessional papers (#7), 1871, p. 34-35) 
1870 — Rifle Match of the Quebec Provincial Rifle Association — held at 
Capt Bell, GTR: Match #6 (Montreal Stakes), placed 11™ (prize: $5) 
(Source: Sessional papers (#7), 1871, p. 44-45) 
1870 — Second Annual Rifle Match of the Quebec Provincial Rifle Association — held at 


Capt Bell, GTR: Match #8 (Frontier Stakes), placed 4" (prize: $10); Match # 9 (Strangers’ Stakes) — placed 8" 
(prize: $5) 


(Source: Sessional papers (#7), 1871, p. 46-47) 

1870 — Aug. 16 - Fourth Annual Rifle Match of the Metropolitan Rifle Association, held in Ottawa 
Capt. Bell: Match #3 — placed 3" (prize: $3) 
(Source: Sessional Papers (#7), 1871, p. 30-31) 

1870 — Sept. 7 — Toronto Globe report on August shooting match 


Captain Bell, a member of No. 4 Company, 2" Battalion Rifles, Grand Trunk Railway Brigade, based out of 
Brockville, participates in a shooting competition in Fredericton, among other things, Bell wins the Governor 
General’s Cup plus 10 gold sovereigns. 


102 kb 
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1870 — Oct. 11 & 12 — 7" Annual Rifle Match, Brockville Rifle Association, held at Brockville 


Capt. Bell, GTR — Match # 2 — placed 3" (prize: $4); Match # 3 — placed 1° (prize: $20); Match #4 — placed 4" 
(Prize: $6) 


(Source: Sessional Papers (# 7), 1871, p. 24-27) 
1870 — Oct. 13-14 — Volunteer Rifle Match of the Ramsay Rifle Association, held at Almonte, Ont. 


Capt. Bell, GTR — Volunteers in Uniform Match — placed 1° (prize: $20); All Comers Match: placed 2 (prize: $10) 
(Source: Sessional Papers (# 7), 1871, p. 22-23) 


1871 


1871 — Catherine Ormiston, Major Bell’s second wife, is born in England. They were married in 1897. (She was 27 on 
the marriage certificate — so possibly her birth date was late 1870 or early 1871.) 


1871 — April 2 — Canada Census, Ontario — South Victoria District# 52; E, Verulam Sub-District 


# 119 - William Bell (male, age 26) and Katherine (female, age 20), but born in Ireland (ditto marks at right) 


77 
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Names on the 1880 Township Map for Bell (lower left — purple arrow) and Kelso (upper right — red arrow) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verulam_ Township. Town of Bobcaygeon at far right, at the east end of Sturgeon Lake. 


1871 — mid June — mid July - Capt. Bell travels with the Canadian Militia contingent to England for the Wimbledon Rifle 
matches of the British National Rifle Association. 
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Capt. Bell with the First Canadian Team at “Wimbledon, Paginas: ProPEBIVA in the uniform of the No. 4 Company, 
2” Battalion Rifles, Grand Trunk Railway Brigade, as each participant wore his home uniform. 


Source: 


he members of the 1871 Ontario Team pictured are: 


Capt WR Bell 2"* Canada ——- O 
Lt J Burch 2” Battalion 
Capt WH Cotton Ottawa 


Capt D Gibson 


Toronto Garrison Artillery 


Sgt Maj HJ Harris Ottawa ONTARIO 
Pte WT Jennings 2™ Battalion eee — 
Sgt RG Kincaid 14 Battalion djutantiCoach: LEU 


Lt J Little 


13" Battalion (Adjutant) 


2 Capt WH Cotton 22 19 23 64 
Pte J Mason 13" Battalion Lt J Burch 21 23 18 62 
Aol 4 . Sgt RG Kincaid 17 21 22 60 
Capt A McCleneghan 22™ Battalion Capt F Werner 12 2% 1 59 
Sgt Dr AA McDonald 2™ Battalion Capt WR Bell 15 22 19 56 
th z Sgt H Wilkinson 20 22 12 54 
Sgt T McMullen 10" Battalion Sgt Maj HJ Harris 14 23 17 54 
~ iF / ~ . * Sgt Dr AA McDonald 17 20 16 53 
Sgt Maj EA McNachtan peste Garrison Capt D Gibson 14 1 48 53 
Artillery Lt J Little 19 13 19 51 
> a . th y A Sgt Maj EA McNachtan 15 20 16 51 
Pte G Murison 13" Battalion Sgt T McMullen 12 23 16 51 
th . Ens T Wastie 17 15 18 50 
CSgt R Omand 13 Battalion set F Sache iG 30 a7 50 
Pte DrJ Oronhyatekha 49" Battalion CSgt R Omand 12 2 16 50 
. fs Pte WT Jennings 8 22 20 50 

h g 
Sgt F Sache 13" Battalion Pte Dr J Oronhyatekha 12 21 16 49 
Lt Col JA Skinner Capt A McCleneghan 11 19 16 46 


13" Battalion (Captain) 


Pte J Mason 


Ens T Wastie 7" Battalion Pte G Murison 8 22 15 45 
Capt F Werner 14" Battalion 289 an 354 41054 
Sgt H Wilkinson 2" Canada 


Capt. Bell placed 5" in the score ranking. 
Source: e-mail from Michelle: 3 Jan. 2012 (70 kb) 


Source: undetermined (151 kb) 


Also: Dr. Oronhyatekha: Security, Justice, and Equality, by Keith Jamieson, Michelle A. Hamilton, p. 45 


https://books.google.ca/books Pid=Xp6DQcMHY3qgC&pg=PT112&lpg=PT112&dq=canadiant+militiatattwimbledo 
nt+,+1871&source=bl&ots=nWsk8YQ3eJ&si 


=nrDqS4fmV80KOaduNQkO7yf04Bo&hl=en&sa=X&ved=OahUKEwiHn 


mznv3 TAhVM6mMMKHQ3QDO0gQ6AEIKDAB#HV=onepage&q=canadian%20militia%20at%20wimbledon%20%2C%2 
01871&f=false 


1871 — Aug. 25 — Kingston Daily News, p. 2 — Bell and accusations again Capt. Skinner 
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“DOMINION OF CANADA..... Dr. Oronhyateka and Captain Bell, of the Wimbledon Team, 
are said to confirm the charges against Lieut.-Col. Skinner by Captain McClenaghan. We wait 
for the defence of the gallant Colonel before offering an opinion as to the difficulty.” 


1871 — November — Capt. Bell retires from No. 4 Company, 2" Battalion Rifles, Grand Trunk Railway Brigade, based out 


1872 


No Information for this year 


1873 


1873 — May 30 — Almonte Gazette, p. 2 — Bell on Pakenham cricket team 


of Brockville. 


“Cricket -Editor: Almonte Gazette: On Saturday last, the 24" inst., a interesting game of 
cricket was played in this village between the Commercial Club of Ottawa and the Pakenham 
Club, resulting in a victory for the latter...... A. Hilliard, Secty. P.C.C.” 


The following is the score : 


b Burns. . 
0 ¢ Hilliard. b Burns... 
~ 4 ec — b Moure.. 


t Indings. 


Ist L 
Hilitard, b Payne 1 
McLecd, b Mc fariane 4c Hanton 
Canning b McFarlane 4 Nostout 


= b Payne 
7b ene 


TONG io ceissescesucs 
Dr. Law, stp as ta 
Cowan J. JF., not out. - 4 ¢ Palen, b McFarlane a 


Total. dbotlY innings 
Majority for Pakenbam 1, with 4 wickets tospare, 
- HILLIARD, 
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1873 — July 4- Almonte Gazette, p. 2— Mrs. Bell of Pakenham sings with Mrs. Dickson at Promenade Concert 


“Promenade Concert — On the evening of the first of July - Dominion Day — a promenade 
concert was given in the drill hall shed in aid of the organ fund of St. Andrew’s church. 
.The following was the programme:.... song, Mrs. Dickson and Mrs. Bell, of Pakenham; .. . “ 


1873 — July 11 — Almonte Gazette — p. 5 — W. Bell on Pakenham cricket team 


PAKENHAM, 
W_Crnningham, ron ont 
A il liard, > Boothroyd 
i ia 'o nts Boud b 2 Dowdall. 
annett, c Bond b Boot 
¥B Dowda!l 


‘Cowan, nor-out 
J. Inglin, b seein ti 


Majority for Pakenham, ip ene innings 


oo. -Z- -. oo ——-- 


1873 — July 25 — Almonte Gazette — W.R. Bell participates in Pakenham foot race 


“PAKENHAM NEWS - (From our own Correspondent) Foot Race. This morning, at half past 
six o’clock, two of our amateur athletes, Messrs. C. McLeod and A. Hilliard, ran a foot race on 
the race course near the village, distance 200yds, $5 a side, the former backed by Mr. John 
Cowan, the latter by our sporting Mr. W.R. Bell. Though after a manly struggle for victory, 
McLeod had to acknowledge himself beaten, yet it is no disgrace to be out done by one who 
can so well acquit himself as his rival. The starter was Mr. Bell; the judges: Messrs. B.W. 
Dunnett and R. Shilson. It was a very even race till near the close, when Hilliard — putting ona 
spurt came in winner by 5 yards.” 


1873 — Aug. 1— W.R. Bell appointed Capt. for the 41* Brockville Battalion of Rifles. 
(Source: The Army List , Nov. 1875 - p. 827) 


1873 — August — City of Ottawa Directory: 1873-1874, Irwin & Co., p. 183 — William Bell listed as a station agent in the 
Pakenham Directory - 
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PAKENHAM. 


BAYLISS JOHN, saddk 
maker 
| William, station agent 
radley Thomas, blacksmith 
BROWN & SCOTT, gener: 
BURNS ROBERT, M.D 


Wisses cer 
eral merchants 


es, license nspec lu 


church of England 
. . 


1874 


No Information for this year 


1875 


1875 — May 21 - 


Captain Bell resumes his military career when appointed Captain and Adjutant of 41* Brockville Battalion of 


Rifles (later named the Brockville Rifles). Also immediately appointed to rank of Brevet Major due to his 
previous service in the Grand Trunk Railway Brigade. (Source undetermined) For the rest of his life (38 years) 


he is known as Major Bell. 


Also Gazette in Canada: (Source: Canada Gazette, May 22, 1875, p. 1547: - right column, centre 


“To Be Major: Captain and Adjutant William Robert Bell, V.B., 41" Battalion, he having 
served the qualifying period of five years as Captain in 2" Battalion, G.T.R.B.” 


(NOTE: V.B. means “Volunteer Battalion” in the British Army.) 


http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/canada-gazette/093/001060-119.01- 


e.php?image id nbr=84421&document_id_nbr=3838&f=p&PHPSESSID=7b2cobbnnfuln4 7op3u4hu3i03 


1875 — May 25 - The Army List for Nov 1875 p. 827, states that Bell was appointed Adjutant on this date. 


1875 — Sept. 8 — Ottawa Daily Citizen, p. 4 — Major Bell hits four bull’s eyes at Rideau range, Ottawa. 
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“THE DOMINION RIFLE MATCHES. The attendance at the Rideau range yesterday afternoon 
was quite large and considerable interest was manifested by the spectators in the shooting. A 
number of ladies were on the ground and several carriages drove out towards the close of the 
afternoon. The firing at the 500 yards range in the All-Comers Match was not finished until 
after five o’clock , consequentially no other match was commenced...... [next day] The 
company then dispersed, and firing at the 400 yards range commenced. During the speeches 
after luncheon several highly complimentary allusions were made to the Brunel targets. 


The Pool Target at 200 yards has been kept busy to-day. Nothing but bull’s eyes count and a 
charge of 10 cents a shot is levied. At the close of the meeting the money is to be distributed 
among those who make scores in proportion to the number of bull’s eyes made. This morning 
Capt. Thomas Richmond made four bull’s eyes out of five shots, having previously fired five 
shots without scoring. Major Bell, of Brockville, made four bull’s eyes out of ten shots.” 


1876 


1876 — June 25-26 - Battle of the Little Big Horn (Custer vs. Sitting Bull) - 475 miles from Indian Head 


— (EFK — This battle likely has a direct effect on Major Bell’s decision to build the round stone barn at Indian Head 
to replicate the basic designs of a Martello Tower.) 


1877 


No Information for this year 


1878 
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No Information for this year 


1879 


1879 — April 8 — The Toronto Globe and Mail 


Globe and Mail carried a list of Canadians who offered their services to the British Forces with Major Bell 
promising "to raise 100 men". 


1879 — Bell-Kelso Farm established in Hallock, Minnesota (known in Hallock as the Kelso-Bell Farm) — check for details 
1879 — Aug. 21 - Kane Weekly Blade, Pennsylvania — Bell in rifle competition — Hallock or Kane? 


“Major Bell, of the Brockville Rifle Club, in a private match, made, at 200, 500, and 600 
yards, 28, 32, 32, a total of 93, one of the largest scores ever made in the Dominion with a 


1880 


Snider rifle.” 


1880 — April 23 — Major Bell retires as Adjutant from the 41° Brockville Battalion of Rifles, and retained his rank as a 
Brevet Major. 


1880 — June - USA Census — Minnesota — Kittson — Township 161, Range 49 — Edition 215 


—_— hi 3 hin wn VA % FA dahphler PY_PT ee = iss aD 2 EP Ee ae 7 
He 40% =— fbr. £|_ fer al Phone balicha or ene. devecalarn tuccoas “| | 
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\A “Loa % Ih Llheam A he / Parrretatedes:|| L Oxla ate Sut Artin dae ! i) 
a 9 Ebi abeth a y ; IZ Acuae Kuper LL Gad bute ong aud. Slice Se : 
! | $ulls ik it Ar pp tf Farm Aalberer 1 ¢ @rlane ee mele “ ym fh 
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WA 4 darak hia Rs LN Puicn se eaten ee fle Al 
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William and Katherine listed as resident at Hallock, Minnesota , entries # 26 and #27, of 42 entries. (265 kb) 
Data recorded include: 


e Bell, R. Wm. — age 35 — profession - Farmer 
e Catherin (with no “e” at the end of Catherin) — age 20 — relationship - wife — keeping house 
e L.G. Charles Kelso is entry #28: age 28, profession: relationship — partner 


(EFK - Kelso and the Bells come from Brockville Ontario, Kelso’s father and Catherin’s parents are both from 
Ireland; while Bell’s parents and Kelso’s mother are from Ontario. It is possible that the other people listed 
immediately below their names (# 29 to 35) are farm employees, as they are listed as farm labourers, 
housekeepers and servants.) 


Source: https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GYBK-45 ?mode=g&i=1&wc=QZ24- 
2JQ%3A1589406338%2C1589407330%2C1589407338%2C1589395553%3Fcc%3D1417683&cc=1417683 


1880 — August - Town of Hallock established - W.R. Bell elected first mayor of Hallock 


“Hotel Hallock became at once the center of the new town. Most of the public business was 
transacted there, and on August 18, 1880, the first town meeting of the Town of Hallock was 
held there and formal organization of the township completed. The following were elected 
town officers: W. R. Bell, Charles Hallock and C.J. McCollom, supervisors, of which W.R. Bell was 
the chairman; C.H. Pelan, town clerk; Henry Graham, treasurer; Peter Daley and John Forbes, 
justice of the peace; Pat McCabe and Henry Hale, constables; Eric Norland, roadmaster; J. 
Lindgren, assessor; M.A. Holther, poundmaster.” 


(Source: History of the Red River Valley, 1909, p. 938 
https://archive.org/stream/historyofredriveO2chicuoft#page/938/mode/2up) 


1881 


1881 — Bell appointed to first grand jury in Kittson County, Minnesota: 


“Annual terms were held thereafter until the year 1903....... The first grand jury summoned 
for this county consisted of the following: J. Peter Johnson.... .W.R. Bell, and D.F. Brawley.” 


(Source: Source: History of the Red River Valley, 1909, p. 945 
https://archive.org/stream/historyofredriveO2chicuoft# page/n447/mode/2up) 


1880-81 — Minnesota State Directory listings for Hallock include this reference to the Kelso-Bell farm: 
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IN MINNESOTA, 


Headquarters for Crockery =s"g2%"2"3: 
244 HAL  smsnesora state cazerreern HAM 


Eustrom H, land agent. 

Hayden N, carpenter and builder. 
Jolliff John, Blacksmith. 

———— | Kelso & Bell, farmers. 

McCabe Patrick, farmer. 

Moen & Paulsen, carpenters and builders. 
Nelson John, ice dealer. 

Newcomb T B, groceries, boots and shoes. 
O’Connell Patrick, boarding house. 
Stack Dennis, saloon. 

Swainson John, land agent. 


(41 kb) 


(Source: https://archive.org/stream/minnesotanorthso21unse#page/n629/mode/2up) 


1881- June 21 — St. Paul Daily Globe, Minnesota - description of the Kelso-Bell Farm at Hallock 


“The Red River Valley - Col. Uline, while he was at Hallock, visited the 5,000 acre farm of 
Kelso & Bell, on which 1,000 acres is seeded to grain, mostly wheat, now averaging not less 
than eight inches high. The company is breaking its land this season with four breaking 
teams, and expects to turn over 400 acres this season ready for deeding next spring. The 
farm buildings are large and substantially put up, and in all appointments creditable to the 
taste, judgement and enterprise of Messrs. Kelso & Bell. But the garden on this big farm was 
more of a surprise to Col. Uline than was its 1,000-acre wheat field. This garden contains 
1,500 cabbage plants, now heading, and radishes, lettuce, peas, onions, spinach, 
watermelons, muskmelons , squashes, potatoes, corn, etc., most of which are well along for 
the season, and already in table use. Messrs. Kelso & Bell have also amply stocked their farm 
with the best blooded stock obtainable in Canada, and all through are setting a good 
example to the farmers of the valley.” 


1881 — 25 June - St. Paul Daily Globe, Minnesota - correction to Kelso Farm crop and sulky plow report — no reference to 
Major Bell 


“IRON AND WATRER WAYS - Through error of the types the other day, in this column, the 
wheat stand on the Kelso farm near Hallock was understated by ten inches. A letter received 
at the St. Paul & Manitoba company’s land office yesterday states that it now stands twenty 
inches high, and remarks also that seven sulky plows are running on the farm turning over 
more land for seeding next year.” 


1881 — July 14 - St. Paul Daily Globe, Minnesota - Kelso Farm crop report — again, no reference to Major Bell 
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OUCsula. 


The St. Paul & Manitoba land depart- 
ment received yesterday samples of very 


E and vegetables from the cen- 
Filter of Kittson county, the 


farm, near contributed 
fifty inches high, with handsome heads 
five inches long; sowed May 4th and 
pulled July 9th. Also oats, four feet high 
with full heads, twelve to thirteen inches 
long; sown May 18th and pulled July 
9th. From the same farm there are sam- 
ples of cab , beets, tomatoes, onions, 
etc., quite as far advanced as are the like 
in the vicinity of St. the 
farm of M. O. Moen, near there 
isa fine specimen of ri g barley, 
standing four feet high, which was sown 
May 19th and pulled July 10th. Collec- 
tively these samples demonstra 


the fertility o ii and the rapid 


Te ouwa 


eTreFr ey Poo + 


149 kb 


[FRANK: this second lack of a reference to Major Bell for the Kelso-Bell farm could indicate that the 
partnership had dissolved by the summer of 1881; however, Charles Kelso was a director of the 
Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company, so the relationship between the two men likely continued to be 
amicable. HOWEVER, in the Oct. 15, 1881 issue of the Star Tribune (Minneapolis, Minnesota), p.4, that 
newspaper still refers to the Kelso-Bell farm. ] 


1881 — CPR Preliminary Survey = [Frank’s Note: In 1881 the CPR ran a preliminary survey through the proposed 
southern route, with J.H.E. Secretan as part of the Survey Party. This fact might have been a reason for Bell establishing 
a business relationship and friendship with Secretan during Bell’s stay in the West. With a preliminary survey staked 
out, it is likely that Bell would have had no trouble following this route to wherever he wanted to establish his farm. 
Also: Secretan was born in Hackney, London, England in 1851. Around 1869-70 he moved to Sherbrooke, Quebec, 
where from 24 May until 5 June 1870 he served part-time with the local Militia — 58" Battalion. (Source: e-mail from Bill 
Pinfold, England, 4 Feb. 2024) | 


t?id=uc1.Sb280842;view=2up;seq=8 Canada's Great Highway, by 


(Source: https: 
Secretan, 1924, page 99 ) 
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SIR WILLIAM VAN HORNE 


clash with his dictatorship, and upon one 
occasion, after some discussion about the 
location, he said, “If I could only teach 
a section man how to run a transit I wouldn't 
have a single damned engineer on the road.” 

The first year, under General Rosser, I had 
about four hundred miles of preliminary line 
run, as far as Moose Jaw Creek, when Van 
Horne sent for me and announced in a most 
autocratic manner that he wanted “ The 
shortest possible commercial line’’ between 
Winnipeg and Vancouver, also that he in- 
—_—____> tended to build five hundred miles that Sum- 
mer, lay the track, and have trains running 
over it. In discussing the projected location 
I pointed out that such a line would often 
run through an infertile country, and made 
many other objections ; but he was adamant 
and said he did not care what it ran through. 
He was evidently bound to get there. This 
determination was no doubt the reason for 
the more southerly route being adopted, 
through the Kicking Horse Pass, which after- 
wards turned out to be so expensive though 

(99 ] 


(100 kb) 
1881 CPR Survey by Secretan 
1881 — Selection of Indian Head region for the location of the Bell Farm 


[Frank’s Note: It appears that Tom Routledge and /or Major Bell went out in 1881 to search for the best location 
for the Bell Farm. In light of the amount of money being invested, it makes sense that Major Bell would want to 
see the land personally, but also that he would take along several competent people to help advise him on what 
lands to acquire, and what natural resources he could use to help build and /or operate the farm, including: 
water, wood, stone and clay. The party likely included a surveyor (perhaps Henry Carre who prepared the Bell 
Farm survey in 1882) and perhaps an Indigenous or Métis guide familiar with the region. He likely also acquired 
some CPR maps prepared in 1881 or assistance in terms of locating his farm in such a manner that the CPR 
crossed near the centre of his projected property.] 


(In a biography for Routledge, it states that: “He located the land for the great Bell Farm and afterwards became 
general superintendent of the same, which position he filled for two years.” 
http://www.archive.org/stream/canadianalbummenO3cochuoft#page/142/mode/2up) 
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Location of the Bell Farm at Indian Head in relation to Regina on the Canadian Pacific Railway (red arrow) and to the 
neighbouring First Nations (then called Indian Reserves). 

The Indian Head Reserve (later called the Assiniboine Reserve, and now the Carry the Kettle Nakota First Nation - black 
arrow), about 10 miles SE of Indian Head, was the closest to the Bell Farm, and likely the main source for harvest 
labourers and cord wood. 

Other reserves were located along the Qu’Appelle Valley, northeast and northwest of the Bell Farm. (454 kb) 


1881 — Oct. 15 — Star Tribune (Minneapolis, Minnesota), p. 4 — report on Kelso-Bell Farm at Hallock. 


“WEALTH IN WHEAT..... Kelso & Bell, near Hallock Station, are said to have sold their entire 
crop, about 20,000 bushels, at $1.33 per bushel. At 20 bushels to the acre their profits would 
be $18.50 per acre. The land and breaking cost them about $8 an acre. The balance of the 
profit from the one crop, at that rate would go towards putting up fine buildings and 
purchasing machinery and stock for the big farm. But it is claimed that their crop aggregated 
28% bushels per acre. “ 
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1882 


1882 — March 14 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 7 — Major Bell in Ottawa 


“OTTAWA - Special to The Sun. A Big Land Syndicate. Major Bell, of Brockville, arrived here 
for the purpose of purchasing 32,000 acres in the Qu’Appelle district. The same syndicate 
have purchased 32,000 acres from the C.P.R. Co.” 


1882 — March 24 — Application submitted for legal incorporation of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company Ltd. 


1882 List of Provisional Directors and Applicants for 
establishment of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company (Limited) 


12 Applicants for Letters Patent for est. the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company (Limited) 


The first 6 are provisional directors 


William Robert Bell 
John Northwood 
Hermann Joseph Eberts 
Robert Crawford 
William Northwood 
Francis Carmichael Bruce, of the city of Hamilton, seedsman 
Thomas Caldwell Elwood 
Edmund Burritt 
William Ryan Thistle 
Robert Zacheus Rogers 
Charles Frederick Houghton 
John Fisher Wood, town of Brockville, barrister 


Salter M. Jarvis — solicitor for the applicants 
Chatham, Ontario — 24 March 1882 


1882 — March 24 — Almonte Gazette — First newspaper report of the Bell Farm’s establishment and his railway station 


work at Pakenham. 


“A Great Farm. — Major Bell, of Brockville, formerly station agent at Pakenham, had made 
arrangements with the department of the Interior for the purchase of 32,000 acres of land on 
the Qu’Appelle on behalf of a syndicate of which he isa member. This, with 32,000 additional 
acres bought from the Pacific Railway Syndicate, they intend to turn into a mammoth farm, 
which will be twelve miles long and six miles wide.” 


1882 — May 3 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Major Bell staying at the Grand Union Hotel in Winnipeg 
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“HOTEL ARRIVALS..... Grand Union: ..... Major Bell, Brockville; ..... 
1882 — May 3 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 3 — Major Bell stays over in Winnipeg 
“STRANGERS IN THE CITY .. .Grand Union: ..... Major Bell, Brockville; ....” 


1882 — 11 May — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 5 — Tender to supply the Bell Farm before the trek to Indian Head got 
underway. (published May 9 to 15) 


~~ 
: > 
rt eer ines 


SEALED TENDERS | 


eer hers — 


Stock & Machinery 


Wits be rocely <a At tho OMlee or 


a QvAnpen Farm Syodicat al, 


7 558 Main Street, Winnipeg, 
| Until MAY 25th Instant, 


is For the delivery in Winnipes of the following stuck, ma~ 
chinery, ete, : 
200 Hoavy Dr. ratt Horses (Canadtan stock preferred.) 
190 Mules, 
60 Keke bd Oxen. ° 
150 Famnn Wayons (Si inch tread), 
7% Breaking Ploushs (sly sual"? pattern). 
7% Doubia Kat: avy, or Spring-Too Ditarrows. 
73 Sipal je Mowing Machines. 
12 Sel’ Ginder Keapers, 
6 Steam Thresbers, 


Ailor said stock ave machinery te beidelivered in Winnipeg as 
neqizeds subject to approval of Fann Superintendent. 


PAYMEN TS CASH. 


Address all tenders to 


The Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate, 


S58 MAIN STREET. miy8-15 


101 kb 
1882 — May 12 — The Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company Ltd. legally incorporated by the Canadian government. 


1882 - about May 25 — Major Bell and his caravan of people, animals and supplies leave Flat Creek - the end of steel - 
and began a slow march towards the future townsite of Indian Head. The caravan was about three miles long. Flat 
Creek (near present day Oak Lake) was at about the half-way point between Winnipeg and Indian Head. The trip to the 
Bell Farm would have been similar to what Major Bell organized in 1885 to deliver supplies to the government troops 
heading to Batoche to confront Louis Riel and his Métis and Indian forces during the North-West Rebellion of 1885. 
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Source: Toronto Globe: 23 May 1885 463 kb 
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1882 — 24 May — Indian Head history, p. 487 — Peter Kerr helps build round barn 


Peter Kerr moved West in May 1882, arriving at future Indian Head site on May 24, 
where he “helped with the erection of the Round Barn on the Bell Farm.” 


1882 — June 5 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company granted letters patent 


“TELEGRAPHIC — CANADA - Land Colonization and Mining Companies — Letters patent of 
incorporation have ben issued to the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Co. and the Austin Mining 


Co n” 


THE QU'APPELLE FARM SYND-- 
CATE. 
Winnipeg Free Press. 
The Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate are pur- 


chosing horses, mules, oxen, wagyone, 
ploughs, mowers, reapers, threshers, etc, 
required for Lueir large 5),000 acre wheat 
farm on the line of the C. Ph Raliway, in she 
Qu’'Appelle Valley. The company purpose 
commencing active fNeld operations forth- 
with, breaking at least ten thousand acres of 
wheat land this season—for settiing the fol- 
lowisg spring-—und have already secured 
upwards of One hundred thrifty and intelli- 
ent settiers and thelr families wherewith 
Oo prompt y inaugurate farming a 
The compen? is composed of “a large ma- 
jority” of Winnipeg's most enterprising and 
respectable cilizens, witha pald-up capital 


83 kb 


1882 — June 10 — Saskatchewan Herald, Battleford, p. 4 — establishment of Bell Farm syndicate 


WO0,and with one of the finest se- 
‘ted Lracts of landin the Qu’'Appelle dis- 
trict, and the ments y poce-Wie and co-oper- 
ation ofthe C. P. R. Syndicate as a busle of 
operation, and will proceed to inaugurate a 
new ora in our golden North-West Territory, 
every acre of which is directly tributary wo 
Winnipeg. The general plans of the com- 
pany are somewhat similar to those of the 
kreat Dakota and Mianersota wheat kings. 
yetembracing many novel features origiua. 
with this enigma chief umong which is 
the peculiar combination of capital and 
lavor between the company and their set- 
tlers, by which the latter are materially as- 
sisted at the «tart, and at once become work- 
ing shareholders in the company and the 
recipients of « large share of the fruits of 
their own labor. 

Asan todex of the popular favor with 
which a substantial and solid enterprise’ of 
this class is received by our citizen capita- 
lists, we need simply add that before the 
proof-sheets of the prospectus could be oom- 
pleted, corrected and issued from the press, 
every syndicate share of the entire capital- 
stock of $500,000 was eagerly subscribed for, 
In this city, and a premium of from $500 to 
$2,5000 offered for single shares 


126 kb 


1882 — June 15 — Major Bell’s caravan of people, animals and supplies reached Indian Head. Seims (sic) and Armington, 
of Regina, began breaking the farm land under contract to the Company. [Name is SIMS or SIEMS] 


(See also reference to Syms and Armington, of Moose Jaw in Winnipeg Daily Sun, 27 Nov, 1882, p. 1: 


“PRAIRIE GOSSIP - Prairie fires out West have destroyed immense quantities of hay, 
put up by contractors, with which to feed their horses during the winter. Syms & 
Armington, of Moose Jaw, lost over five hundred tons , and numerous others have lost 
almost equal amounts. The destruction has been so great that it will, in all probability, 
affect the price of hay all over the Province during the winter and coming spring.”) 
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(A newspaper FOR SALE advertisement for SIEMS & ARMINGTON — dated 3 April 1883, lists 
them as contractors 18 miles from Moose Jaw, on CPR line. Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8, 
where they operate a ranch) 


[Possibly, Peter Siems, railway contractor from St. Pail, Minnesota.] 


Transportation of supplies, men and animals from Winnipeg to Indian Head 


Source for the text below: http://archive.org/stream/cihm_30654#page/n37/mode/2up the Toronto Globe article also 
appeared in the "Shenango Valley News" (Pennsylvania) under the title 'A Canadian "Bonanza" Farm' - Nov 24, 1882, p. 
3 - as well as in the Monticello Jasper County News, Georgia, p .2 — Dec. 16, 1882. 


Book Title: “Farming in the North-West of Canada: Actual Results 1884” — p. 31-35 — “The Bell Farm at Qu’Appelle” 


FARMING 


iN THE 


ORTH WEST OF CANADA 


ACTUAL RESULTS 


THE WVERSITY GF (ASNTORA | 
: LIBRARY 


e Ref: to lime and brick p. 34, and to telephone on p. 35 
[Frank’s Note: the telephone was invented in 1874 by Alexander Graham 
Bell, just 10 years before it was installed at the Bell Farm.] 


e Bell Farm company is firming up with the squatters, but not yet fully settled — 
p, 35 


e Good description of Bell Farmhouse — full cellar in front — p. 34-35 


e Three-mile-long wagon train left Flat Creek mid May, arrived mid June, 1882 
[Frank’s Note: An 1885 newspaper report indicated that Major Bell travelled 
20 miles per day when he moved his supplies to Indian Head in 1882. Flat 
Creek was about one day’s train ride from Winnipeg, but it is not known if 
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Major Bell and all his supplies and animals left from Winnipeg or Flat Creek. 
Flat Creek is about 160 miles from Winnipeg; and Indian Head about 150 
miles from Flat Creek. It would therefore take about 8 days to walk from 
Winnipeg to Flat Creek, at the rate of 20 miles per day. Likewise, the walk 
from Flat Creek to Indian Head would then have taken from 7 % to 8 days.] 


e However, in a report from Professor Henry Tanner in August 1884, he states 
that it took Major Bell five weeks to travel by horse and wagon from Brandon 
to Indian Head in 1882 (distance of 182.5 miles). If correct, this suggests that 
Bell travelled only about 5 % miles per day, which is a very small distance 
even for that time. The discrepancy between the two reports needs to be 
checked out. (Source: Albany Settlement document, 1886, p. 12) 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


ao! OE oe ?' 4 


ek he has one cellar which holds 6,000 bushels, and it is so 
well arranged that he can, contrary to general practice, go into it 
any day in the winter without damaging the roots, In fact it is 
entered almost every day in order to see that the temperature is 
what is necessary. When it is too warm the ventilators are 
opened, When it is too cold the aid of a small stove in the cellar 
~ ‘soon enables them to warm the air sufficiently. Last winter they 
a occasion to use the stove only five or six times, and then 
chiefly as a matter of precaution. 


sy | 
36 


&. 


MANURING FO FIELD ROOTS 


A While on this subject for roots, it may be stated that Mr. 
_. Hardie manures all the ;cound part under roote, and has found, 
_ to his satisfaction, that this process increases the yield by fully 
_ one-third. In the drills, when they are opened for potatoes, ma- 
- nare is first spread. Then the potatoes are planted and covered 
up. As are the. other field roots, they are sown on land used for 
_ potatoes the year before, and in that way get the benefit of the 
maunuring. ‘I'he locality in which Mr, Hardie has settled, Stur- 
geon Creek. is one of the finest in the Province for agricultural 
purposes, He hus hid means to make a good start und push 
=< operations when needful. At one time last spring he was paying 
Wages at the rate of thirty dollars a day. 


t (From the ‘loronto ‘‘ Globe") 
‘THE BELL FARM AT QU’APPELLE 


56,000 AcnkS UNDER ONK MANAGEMENT 


The mammoth farm of the North-West is owned and operated 
hy the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company. It comprises a 
tract ten miles square, which, after deducting the Hudson Buy 
et ae sections and the sections allotted for school purposes, 
eaves 


A FIFTY-Si1X THOUSAND ACRE FARM, 


the largest farm in the world, owned by one company in one block. 
The land is situated onthe old trail from Winnipeg wo Fort Qu’Ap- 
fe, and the main buildings are just twenty-two miles in’ an 
almost direct line south of the Fort. The C. P. R. rans through 
centre of this valuable tract, which is in reality one of the 
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under penalty of forfeiture of the purchase money to place oo 
year within the tract.qu tenants at lenat fifty farili 
within - ate rere $600,000 in improvements and 

ar 


farm, 
eer mean basiness, and having been gene 
mone : 


seta interest, he will devote his entire attention 


so far, show that he has thorough 
project and has re pt cimanioat of iier ; 
national furnishes an interesting description of the U sehainy ap 
to the present time. Some extracts thereftom will doubtless he | 
perused with interest by our readers, When the breaking outfit: 
. wturted for the bigfarm the Canada Pacific. Railway was.in tae | 
tion only as far us Flat Creek, a point 200 miles east of its desti- 
nation, The outfit, consisting of 120 yoke of oxen, 35 mules, and 
16 teams of horevs, attached to gang ploaghs and wnggonsy ' 
forming a train three miles in length, left Flat Creek in May, and, 
after encountering many obstacies aud enduring many hardships 
in the way of fording aud swimming swollen streams and floun- 
dering throngh almost impassable sloughs, the caravan. finally 
reached the furm and commenced breaking about the 15th of June. 
At the time of the reporter's visit three thonsand acres wereunder 
plough and the breakers were on their fourth thousand acres, which | 


‘was expected.to be under plough before the close of the. season, 
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7 THE Soll, ‘ 


ia a rich sandy loam, olghtcen inches to two feet in depth, with 
ad subsoil, and is analy broken. Once broken it does not re- 
ire * backsetting,” as does the soil of the Red River Valley, but 
ply requires harrowing to be in shape for the reception of seed. 
». The night of the vast stretches of rich mellow loam turned up to 
| ‘the pulverizing rays of the sun would make the eyes of the average 
Ontario farmer bulge out with amazement. The simple statement 
_,‘ four thousand acres” gives little idea of the extent of the ploughed 
fields, hut when one imagines a field two miles wide by three and 
one half miles long, then some idea is obtained of the size of the 
_ fields on the Bell Farm, by which title the place is now generally 
known, Take another comparison, Were the furrows « these 
- four thousand acres stretched out in one coutinuous furrow it would 
-; reach a distance of 36,000 milea, of eneircle the earth nearly one 

_and a half times, Or were theTand ploughed into a stretch twenty 

feet wide it would reach from Wis: eg to Montreal, via St. Paul 
and Chicago, a distance of 1,800 miles. ‘The company proposes 
to break 7,000 acres next summer, and will have a force capable 
~ of breaking “ 


ONE THOUSAND ACKES PER WEEK. 


Oxen are chiefly employed in breaking, because they are most 
ny easily kept. Early in the season three yoke pulled a gang plou 
vi of ape ploughs cutting each a furrow fifteen inches wide, The 
, setso® having been very dry, the sod has become tough and five 
yoke are now required to pall a gaug of two ploughs. Itis a novel 
_ and interesting gight to see a number of the ploughs in line, five 
yoke of oxen to a plough, and the whole forming quite a caravan, 
_ converting the brown prairie into a sea of black wavelets, turning 
- uparod or more of sodat a “ swath.” The breaking force com- 
mence work at daylight and work till 11 o’clock a, m., when the 
_ oxen are turned out to grass and allowed to feed till 3 o'clock p. m., 
when the oxen are again put to work and kept at it till dark, the 
calculation being to cover 


he 


FOURTEEN MILES EACH DAY. 


* ‘The oxen get no other feed except what they pick up on the 
prairie, Eighty yoke of oxen are em ibe in breaking at present, 
and in addition to these 35 ules and 34 horses are used in plone 
ing ore ther ak Next Pent oa) cries Rok meee hc 
employed, as a | ‘Bupply 0 tons) hi een put up, 

and uow that the railway is in operatitn oats can be otained at & 4s. 


P.33-231kb “Farming in the North-West of Canada: Actual Results 1884” 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


é 34 
° -_ —_— 


comparatively low rate until next season’s crop can be harvested, 
Major Bell's plans are comprehensive, and oh posin is done 
eystematically. Besides himeelf there is a geeral stperinten 

the farm, Mr. T. Routledge, an oad ome ap and a number 
foremen, At present 100 men are emp 


oyed in erecting buildings, 
breaking, &c. Handsome and substantial stone bu 

being erected. In the erection of his buildings Major Bell 
etrnck an idea that can be adopted with profit by a many 
settlers in the North-West. Scattered over the farm, always on the’ 
surface, are to be found a considerable number of hardheads, lime — 
and sandstone. These stones supply the building material for the 


NUMEROUS HOUSES AND STABLES 


that are being erected on the farm, and “ thus two birds are killed © 
with one stone,” so to speak--the farm is eleared of stones, and 
ene building material is ‘at the same time. The main 
ngs on the farm are log a mile and a half th © 
of the railway station. A lar. “substantial stable has been — 
erected, and a handsome and eubstantial house is nearly - 
pleted. -The stable is a model of strength and comfort. It-ia— 
circular in shape and looks something like the round elevators one — 
sees along the St. P., M., & M. Ra‘iway, only it is not so high and - 
is more substantial, the stone walls being two feet thick. It con- 
tains 36 stalls and two box stalls. The floor is paved - eobb!l 
stone. Overhead is a loft with capacity for 150 tons of hay. 
the ceritre of the upper story is a bin for oats, with storage 
of 4,000 bushels, Voajor Bell has hit upon a 4 


NOVEL AND EZCONOMICAL PLAN, 


for Keoting his buildings. He first sheets the rafters with common 
lumber and then paints the boards. Before the paint dries heavy 
ducking is stretched over the boards and tacked down, and thie % 
then painted and sanded. making a tight and at the same time 
Cheap roof. All the building material. except lumber, is i 
on the farm. The company have their own lime kiln and have 
this year burned 1,500 bushele. Next year they will commence 
the manufacture of brick. The ‘ 


MAIN FARM RESIDENCE 


Ga we apy od handsome pile. The estimated cost of the 
wilding is $8,000. it could. net be ereeted in a . 

pep ag anything ike that sum. The main. ey ae 
building is 40 feet equare, two full atoreys, with a 5 also two 
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stories 24 x 50 feet in size. The upper portion of the wing fur- 
nishes sleeping accommodation for 20 farm hands, while below is 
the kitchen and a dining-room for the men. In the main building 
one side is divided into a parlor and dining-room, and the other 
into offices for the general manager and superintendent. ‘The 
second story is divided into bedrooms. Underneath the main build- 
ing is a fiue cellar, extending the full size of the building. The 
residence is situated about 100 yards south of the etable, At the 
rear of the houve an acre of ground has been ploughed for a gar- 
den, and Major Bell innoude to have a garden that wil) astonish 
visitors to the farm, and show 


WHAT NORTH-WEST SOIL CAN DO 


Trees from the Lake g ire to be used for the 
| ornamentation of the roag uion. Near the barn 
is a blacksmith shop amg me house an ice-house— 
the latter to be filled the from two beautiful lekes 
located six miles south o ise. In addition to these, two 
large sheds for implements, located on each side of the barn and, 
each 20 x 150 feet in size, are to be ereeted. 


THK SYSTEY. OF FARMING 


= 


wed is as follows :—It is proposed to divide the tract 
of 200 acres each. Ou each farm a stone house a 
erected. A mai with Socal writ be put on 

and will be $35 per month and have house rent free. 
PWill also be provided with fuel at cost. At the end of five years 
~ he will lave the privilege of purchasing the farm he occupies if 
he wishes at a fair valuation, The farm houses are one stoi 
stone cottages, 25 x 30, tapi aud nicely finished inside, an 
are erected at the astonishingly small cost of $300, A number have 
already been erected and more willbe put up before the season 
closes, When tie place has been fnlly carried out there will be 
200 houses, and all will be connected with the main office by tele- 
phone. Four deep coulees (in ordinary seasons they are creek 
though this year they are dry), traverse the farm at intervals 'o 
from oue to two wiles, and ron northward and empty into the 
Qu’Appelle River, furnishing such a perfect system of drainage 


that the entire tract of acres can be properly cultivated 
with doing 100 fe “ ditching. ih Ss wi , 

e compat closing up uatters appre- 
hend little further, alty iit kettling with them. ise 
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1882 — June 15 — Breaking the land starts on the Bell Farm (ref: March 7, 1885 - The Tasmanian) 
1882 — June 17 — According to Dominion Lands Agent J. McD. Gordon, breaking on the Bell Farm started on June 17. 
1882 — June 18 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Incorporation of Bell Farm 


“Items from the Canada Gazette: Letters patent have been granted to the Qu’Appelle Farm 


Syndicate. Capital stock, $5,000,000 [sic] “~ check Canada Gazette for correct dollar amount. 


1882 — June 23 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Col. Richardson acquires Charter for Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate ( not 
same as Bell Farm) 


“The Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate. The charter for the Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate has been 
handed over to Col. S. Richardson, manager of the concern. The company purchased last May 
10,000 acres of selected wheat land, in the Qu’Appelle Valley, on the C.P.R., which are to be 
put under immediate cultivation by settlers who will be furnished with outfits by the company. 
Col. Richardson is not organizing a company on a large scale.” 


1882 — June 23 — Colonies and India p.5- Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company incorporated 


“CANADA. Announcement has been made ... The Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company has 
been incorporated, with a capital of $600,000, and....... “ 


1882 — June 25 —- First Annual Meeting of the QVFC and Report — 10 Jan. 1883 


Major Bell and his entourage reach Indian Head on June 25" and building construction begins — with over 100 
workers. Previously, a contract had been let to begin breaking the land for seeding. 


1882 — June — (as recorded in Manitoba Free Press, 25 Oct, 1902, p. 19) — comments from E.J. Brooks 


“Mr. E.J. Brooks is one of the pioneers of the district. He came here in 1882 before the railway was constructed 
to this point. At that time there were only a few tents on the Bell Farm.” 


1882 — June - July — map of Bell Farm holdings surveyed and drawn by Henry Carre 
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(FRANK — my notes - Blue Circle: Bell Farm headquarters; Rectangle with “I.H." = Indian Head townsite) 


1882 — Summer — Construction of Farm Buildings begins in late June 


According to family tradition, Joseph Donald Turner (1862-1896) and Jack Gibson, stonemasons, moved from 
Ontario to the North-West in 1882 to help build the round stone barn on the Bell Farm. (p. 146 — Turner family 


history) 
1882 — John G. Woods becomes Bell Farm accountant and superintendent (1882-1884) 


‘John G. Woods...in 1879... going to Colorado... later returning to Canada, and in 1882 


relocating in Winnipeg. After a few months he secured a position as accountant and 
superintendent of the Bell Farm near that city, but this he resigned in 1884 in order to work 
on the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railroad through the Canadian Rockies. After one 
year at this work he returned to Qu’Appelle and joined Major Bell, then chief transport 
officer, as superintendent of transports from Fort Qu’Appelle to the Touchwood Hills, later 
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extending his territory to Fish creek and other points. He remained until the close of the Riel 
rebellion, and then in the fall of 1885 returned to the mountains... “ 


Source: British Columbia From the Earliest Times to the Present, Vol. \Il, Biographical, 1914, p. 363. 


iw; 

The Qu’Appelle Farming Company Mr. 
Castell reports to be Sushing ahead with 
some energy the work of breaking. Abont 
700 acres were broken at the time ef his 
yisit, and the amount has, he believes, been 
increased to 1,000 acres by this time, 
Seventy-five yoke of oxen were at work 
under 4 contract which bal been let for the 
breaking of 5,000 acres at $7 per avre.. 
This looks like big farming, especially 
when yiewed as only the beatae 
reson of a 64,000 acre 

8 ambition Pes to be to best the 
great Dalrymple , and itis thornght the 
undertaking is likely to succeed. 

There are several other gigantic cuter- 
prisés in connection with the (u'Appelic 
district, but they appear to have the effect 
of gigantic oppressors of poor men's 
chauces in that country, Great numbers of 


Part1 (130 kb) 


and later Part 2 


1882 — Squatters issue started; not settled until Nov. 20, 1884 


1882 — July 6 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 5 — Impact of large farms — like Bell - on settlers 


With ox-teams. 

In journeying from Flat Creek to Qu’- 
Appelle, the intending settler sees but lit- 
tle to encourage him, the land being of 
rather inferior quality, On reaching Ihe 
Qa 'Appelle country, however, his vye is on- 
chanted with the view of a magnificent 
country: but alas! he soon finds that none 
of it is for him, as ithas all been gobbled 
up. In the first place he finds that there 
are notices posted up warnings bim uguinst 
squatting on lund within a wile and a half 
of the railway on eith ide. Then he 
comes tothe mammoth fats of the Qu’- 
Appelle Farming Company already alluded 
to. Next there is the land of Osler & Co, 
of Toronto, amounting te abont 20 town-| 
ships, Then the Long Lake Company holds | , 
20 or30 townehips still farther to the west; 
and, tinally, the company in which the Duke 
of Manchester is interested, holds an_ inde- 
finite quality, to include about all there is 
eft. Tniending settlers, consequently, find 
scheméelves entire y at sea, so that is it wb- 
Solutely impossible for them to find home-} ~ 
steads, This state of things bas raised up a | | 
class of professing land guides who make, it 
i$ said, from $40 to £50 a day by svowing 
men where to setile. The regulations of 
some of the corporations which have land to 
sell, are productive of anything bat satis- 
faction. Thus Osler & Co., it is said, se!l 
only oue-half of every section, retaining the 


(184 kb) 


1882 — July 12 — Bell Farm applied to purchase School Lands within the Farm area — denied. 


“.2—-Onthe 12” of July, 1882, the Company made application to purchase certain School 
Land Sections. It was informed that these lands could only be disposed of by public auction.” 


1882 — July 17 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Major Bell, from Brockville, staying at Grand Union Hotel, Winnipeg 


“HOTEL ARRIVALS ... GRAND UNION: .... W.R. Bell, Brockville; ....” 


1882 — July 25 — E.J. Brooks writes about life as a squatter. 
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at the present time for I have seen but three of them since we arrived here. I have 
been building a house on my lot since I last wrote you. It is not yet finished but 
it is merely from want of material. We make them out of sods. Mine is 12 feet 
square outside and 8 feet square inside. . . Sods make a very warm house, if not 
a very durable one. The sods here are quite different from those at home. Here 
they plough but two inches deep and the plough makes a sod, 12 inches wide and 
are square and nice so that it is not a very difficult matter to build quite a good 
looking and very warm residence at little expense. There is a Company? here a 
who claim all the land in this vicinity for ten miles square this includes Edward’s 
section and my own besides a great many of our neighbors. We do not propose 
however to give up our claims to them or anybody else until they produce papers 
to show a better title than we have. We have a meeting this evening to consider 
the situation. We would be very sorry to have to leave this place as the land is 
very good indeed and we have good neighbors and besides that, there would be 
great difficulty to finding again as good land as near the railroad. We don’t 
propose to be bluffed off anyway and hope to hang on. We have possession any- 
way, and that is 9/10th of the battle. It has been quite warm for several days and 
exceedingly sultry. The mosquitoes have taken advantage of the weather and 
bit lively. They are a terror in this country. We build a smudge every evening 
in our tent and the question often arises which is preferable mosquitoes or smoke 
for sometimes we nearly choke. . . 


(Ref: Letter published in Saskatchewan History, 1957, Vol. 10. No. 3, p. 107-108 ) 


1882 — Seims (sic) and Armington contracted to break land — started on June 25 — Contracted to break 3,000 acres; 
succeed in breaking 2, 567 acres. (Ref: Ed Morgan’s history — p. 44.) [Name is actually spelled: SIEMS] 


1882 — Manitoba Free Press for 7 Sept. 1916 , p. 1 — reported that M.J. Reid came to Indian Head in 1882 as accountant 
for the Bell Farm — [FRANK — no reference to Reid yet found in earlier newspapers.] 
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AGED PIONEER OF 
WEST 1S DEAD 


}M. J. Reid, Brockville, Helped 
|| Project Which Boomed Wealth 
of Western Canada 


TS 


f 


Brockville. Ont., Sept. t.—M. J. 
cid, u member of one of the oldest 
families of Brockville, died today at 
the age of 74. He was for many 
years in business here with his 


brothers, and latterly, for over two 
decades, was with the C.P.R, In 1882, 
ut the time*of the firat real boom in 
western Canada, he left here with u 
party, under direction of the lace 
Major W. ii. Bell, for the purpose of 
founding the celebrated farm “uf 
Indian Eead. 

Mr. Reid was accountant for the 
project, which has developed an inter- 
national reputation.. They weré thy 
pathfinders in the rich agricultural 
lands of the Canadian west. 
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| lands of the Canadian west. |: 


“The project of the Bell farms, ale} 
though a sblendic’ scheme, did not. 
meet with very great success, as on! { 
‘two ragga 4 rs compantes hud tol] 
go into liquidation. 

In 1883 tho Iate Mr. Reid and Majur | ‘ 
Bell had started their work on the 
Vast number of acres in the Indian 
[| Head @istrict, and by 1884 a very 
| good crop was harvested. The com- 

pany was then known as the Qu’- 
Apvelle Valley Farming conipany 
and prospereé unt!] 1887 when, owing 
to reverse crop conditions for two 
years in succéssion. followed by the 
commandeering of the teams on tho 
farm for transports in the Riel re-|! 
bellion,-the company had to abandon 
the project. . The following year the 
Bell Farming company was organ- 
ised and until 1880 managed to carry 
on operations. In that year, however, } | 
the Beji Farm company went into 
liquidation and the mortgage corn- 
pany handled the residue. 

The scheme, in short, was the es-| | 
tablisoment of a very large farm 
about 75,000 acres, with one central] | 
heacquarters for the manager and| | 
overseers. Cottages were bnit at tire} | 
corner of each four sections so thati « 
four farnilies would be torether. ial 
married men were given these houses! , 
and the single men boarded with the 
married employees. 
ew the.ecrash in 1890 Mr,/7 

The 
Gell farms were all sold and today] | 
are some of the best wheaf producing} | 
sections in the whvle of the pro- 
vince. 


ie et 


joined the ©.P.R. staff. 


—— 


Part 1: (109 kb) 


Part 2: (147 kb) 


1882 —Aug. ___ — further report on squatters in letter from E.J. Brooks 


There is a good deal of excitement here just now about the town. Where it is to be 


located we hear all kinds of rumors. If it is on No. 23, Edward should make a good thing and if 


he does | will. We think we can hold the land all right but may be mistaken. We have sent a 


delegate to Ottawa to find out. Of course my pay goes on just the same but still | am interested 


C 


in Edward’s, and he has a splendid 320 acres... . ‘ 


1882 — Aug. 2 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — First newspaper report on Squatters — about 6 weeks 


after Major Bell and his construction crew arrived at the Bell Farm site 


few weeks ago” 


- Major Bell’s crew arrived “a 
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BLIMP ING VITE SQUATTERS, 
| 
i 


When the iuterests of the varicua lind. 
grabbing schemes which the goveruneEnt 
bas created begin to come info direct col- 
lision with the interests of tho bona Jide vet- 
ters who have taken up land witlio their 
_ tracts, as they certainly will at the first 
moment the companies show 1 disposition 
fo wnter into poscession, then the real 
odiousness of these schemes will manifest 
itvelf. Squatters, especiully near points of 
distribution iiko Edmonton, Batlleford and 
Prince Albert, will have taken up land, 
built their houses, ond commenced culti- 
vatina; and of course they will lave se- 
lecterl the very choicest spots--those, in 
fact, on which tae combenies depund forthe 
bulk of their profits. If, fur example, a 
comping find w equatrer on the most 
eligille spot fora townsite, they will want 
to put-bim off; be having been gthere first, 
and probably made some impzovements, 
will naturally feel that his right is superior 
to flat of the intruding company 
and . vill refuse to go without 
abig price; the company will not give it, 


and -auy perhaps try to press bir to accept | | 


ato! molorate sum; the squatter will re- 


sist; ‘aud so the struggle will proceed. Tt]! 


is thus easy to see how the intervets of the 
squatters und those of the com- 
panies must be in constant antugonism 
to cach other. In uine cases out of ten the 
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olject of a squatter is not to speoutate, but 
to svt up & home for himself,aud become a 
permanent lille: of the soil, while avery one 
of hese companies is an interloper, with 
no interest ie the soii but to place npon it 
the minimum of sevtlers required hy the 
regulations, to sell the balance of bheir tract 
at the enhunced value which the lubors ef 
the settlers wt linve impartu-l to it, to 
nockct the profits, xud then leave the coun. 
try. 
4.n instance of what may be expected Lo ‘ 


_ happen in many cuses alter tho companies 


fairly begin operntions, las just been 
bronght to dur notice. Soma months 
ago the "Qo’Appelic Valle; Farm- 
ing Company” was . incorporated, with 
n capital of $440,000, to harry on 
favining ena luge gevir, and the Govern- 
ment grauted the cumpany sm traces of lind { 
about ten wiles squarein the Qn'Appelle | | 
Valley, consisting of tuwasbip 18 und part 
of township 15, in ranges 12 and 13,. The 
farm is tratersed by the mein line of the 
Pacilic Jinilway, and oxtunds to within two 
miles south of the Qu’Appeile river. The 
land has only recently been eurroyed—in 
Jact, we wwe informed that one portion of it 
surveyors are ab this moment eniaged in 
sub-dividing into sections. But uqnatters 
have leeu settling upon it for suvera) 
mouths past, as early in some caves as last |” 
tall, having strivon, os far as posible, to 
Pick ont the eveo-nunlered sectivns with | 
the view of homesteading them as soon as 
tacy were surreyed ond open fer entry. 
Inalj, about sixty squatters,we bo] leye, are 


settled on the Company's tract, ipany of 


whom have built houses and started brenk- 
ing. <A few weeks ago the Company under- 
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took to tuke possession of thuir tract, but 
“found it covered with these equatters. A 
Major Ball, a member of the Company, 
went lo treat with them, and suceveded in 
inducing a few to Jeave; but the mujority 
refused to go, and anitedly expressed their 
determination to hold their lund ond fight 
the Company to the cnd. So there isa 
deadiock between the Company and the 
aqratters, and both are hampered in conse- 
qrence. . ‘ ry 

We understand that the Hresenes claim 
to have obtained the ditputed tracs by ar- 


Tapgement with the Gorcrament, the Syn- 
dicate and the Mudson Bay Company—the 
Goverowcnl uctuully couveying to them al} 
the even-numbered sections and the achool 
lands by order in counei) ip-April last. If 


this is the case, the Company are 
probably not to blame for attempting to get 
possession cf their own property, fur: which 
thoy huve perhaps paid cash. The blame 
rests un the Government for havixg ranted 
any compauy a block of land in that dis. 
trict in violation of their own regulations, 
Those regulations specifically reserve abl 
the even-nambered sections within the 
railway oelt—aud, as we bave stateil, the 
railway cuns right across this tract—for 
homesteads and pre-smptions ; and to tako 
auy of them away from the honest ecttlers 
for ibe purpose of yandiog them over ty a 
speculatiog farming company, ia Hn act 
meriting the severest censure. The andacity 
of the Government in thus invadinir the 
territory peculiarly intended for individual 
ecttlers may perchance be accounted jor by 
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ig nol man among the mounted potice 
who would uel profer mutiny to chargiug 
npoha mua who occupied a pa estuad 
which be believed was hisown, Ono thing | 
is certuin—every successive uct hs tyranny | 


which this corrupt and recisleas administra-4 
tion visits upen the struggling pioneers of 
the Nortiweat will only serve to render 
more cortxin thelr deep and lasting enmity 


against the name of Loryinm, 
pt ene] 
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the ‘fact that Me. Juha Norikwood, of 


Chatham, the son of a Tory senator, 
is the presideut of the Q'Appelle Farming 
Company. When a Tory M.P, a Tory Sen- 
ator, or any of the numerous. relatives and 
friends of one of the ministers is to be serv. 
od, the Northwest is the treasugy which is. 
drawn from for the purpose ; aud if the ink 
terests of the setller stand in the way— 
wel], s> much the worst for the settler, that 
is oll. : 

We fear that ik the instatice above cited, 
the setilers have little to hope for. ‘They 
inny attempt to fight the corapany by claim- 
ing theic homesteads on the ground of pri- 
orily of occupation, in accordance with the 
Domiwion Lande Act, but unless the 
Government rua the risk of beeak- 
ing their agreement with the ocm- 
pany, or induce them to exchange 
their tract for one outside the railway belt, 
the unfortunate settlers may fiud that they 
will have to Gzht the Government ani the 
company combined. If they should choose 
to udopt so daring an ultermative, it is just 
possible that the Government would mect 
with a surprise; for we do not believe there 
is cithera civil or ms military. power in the 


| land which would «rive those settlers ont! 
| Che sottlers do nut fear muy civil power, be. 


cause they feel that they have right on their 
sido, morally if uot technically; and there 
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1882 — Aug. 2— Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 6 — CPR track to be abreast of Fort Qu’Appelle on the 3 of August” 


Ee 
PACIFIC RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION. 


Pregress of the Work, = = 

The followiug telogram, despatched by Tho red-coats in the railway camps keep | | 
Mr, Geo, Laidiaw, the well-known railviay them quieter than Scotch picnics. Ths 
promoter, from the end of the Canadian men are paid $2.25 per diem; bvard four 
Pacific Ruilway track, two hundred snd and a half dollars a week, man and team 
ninety miles west of Wiunipeg, under date three and a half per diem, and L hive found 
of July 19th, bas been received by a Minister about three to four thousand bushels of vata 
of tue Crown :— distributed duily overone bundred and fifty 
Tomme to see and have been astonished) | miles, Three and one-quarter miles of track 
at the beauty and fertility of this country. are laid daily, and this will be increased 
The style of engineering, rapidity of. cun- within a few days. The telegraph Jinw iy 


struction, extent wad exccllence of oquip- oa : 
mont of the C, P:R, and the road bed ns up to the ond of the track every night. The 


: : F requirements of the work are simply enor- 
ore “tine praitic, no cate, wide aut. | | mous,and to keep it goiug at the front, 
stantial embaukment, and good draio- rails, ties, fastenings, piles, timber and con- 
age, The progress of construction tractors’ supplies are kept moving in a 
is unprecedented, the contractors, Lang- steady stream from the supply depots to the 
don, Sheppard & Co.'s organization oud of the track, About sixty-five car-loads 
is really splendid —appointed, equipped, of-cighteen tons of these materials are used 
fed, and handled like a brigade of the each day, Enoch train takes from the supply 
army. They employ seventeen hundred depot to the front tho exact amount of ma- 
teams, forty-two bonded men, and all the terials of all kinds required for one mile 
newest and best style of plant, and are get- of track, but a large reserve is kept close to 
ting more men, horses ped plant every fa the front to guard against accidents or delay. 
Grading has been completed 150 miles fur- The company has at its supply depots a vast 
ther west, and the track will be abreast of minount of construction materials, rails for 
Fort Qa'Appelle on the 3rd of August, and| | three huddred miles oftrack and fastenings 


Iand some of mine with it; 70 miles cf Yor nearly’ 500 miles, beside a great quan- 
gending west of track complete. If the : PR 2 
Government keep the Indians fed and tity of ties, piles, bridge material, lumber, 


” telegraph poles and wire. The new line be- 
happy, and there is a coutiouance of the r “ i 
present fine weather, the 590 miles will le tween Winnipeg and P ortage la Prairie, ; 
completed befure Christroas, and the en-| | Which wassubmerged in the opening by | 
gines 50 miles beyond the Sankatchewun the overflow of the Assiniboine, will be fin-} | 
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nn | 
ished next month and beyond danger of 
snow and water and at heavy cost. The re- 
mainder ofthe line constracted last year 
from Portagela Prairie’ to Flat Creck is 
being finished in first-class style, the em- 
bankments raised and widened, and the 
line being well ballasted. The |jyndicate 
have thirty-four hugdred men on their own 
works, making oo total of seventy- 
six. hundred men in all cmployed 
ou the western division. The termi- 
nal-improvements, station shops aud other 
buildings under way at Winnipeg are nec- 
es#arily on a great scale, of which yon can 

| judge by the fact that there are eleven 
mi)os of sidings now at that point and more 
being added. Tho crops and country look 
beautiful, and the people are full of life and 
enterprise. 

Winnipeg is a marvel, drawing breath 
for a fresh start when the Thunder Bay 
line is open to the cast and the lines west |, 
and south-weet are fally complete. The 
lending houses east to the seaboard, not re- 
presonted here, will get left; so will the 
farmers young and. old who aré. deterred 
from coming west by chronic gromblers 
and pesemists of whatever kind, 

—— 00 ee - 
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1882 — Aug. 3 — End of Track / End of Steel reaches eastern boundary of the Bell Farm, and arrives at Indian Head on 
Aug. 4 


“Construction is a business, as such metrics are important because they are the means of establishing progress 
as well as — most importantly - payment. Therefore, it should not be surprising that the CPR tracked its progress 
as its line moved westward from Winnipeg. There are detailed records [in the CPR Archives] showing the daily 
progress of CPR tracklaying in 1882 and 1883. 


At the end of the working day on 31 July 1882, the CPR track was at Mile 302.25 west of Winnipeg, just west of 
Sintaluta (Mile 302.0). By the end of the following day (1 August) 3.86 miles of track was laid, on 2™ August 3.60 
miles, then on 3 August 4.00 miles, taking it to Mile 313.71. On the 4" the steel had attained Mile 317.21. 


Based on the foregoing, steel reached Indian Head (Mile 314.1) sometime early on 4 August. Since the Bell farm 
was 0.8 track miles east of Indian Head, the steel reached there late the previous day.” 


Source: Personal Communication: E-mail from Les Kozma to Frank Korvemaker, 4 Jan. 2023 


1882 — August - Canadian Pacific Railway building its main line across Saskatchewan — c. 1882-83 Typical views by Bell 
Farm employees as the CPR crew would have passed through the Bell Farm at Indian Head 
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View looking west towards the end of track, showing the ditches created to build up the rail bed under the tracks 
- 39 kb 

Source: Rapid Construction of The Canadian Pacific Railway, By E.T. Abbott, Member of the Engineers’ Club of 
Minnesota. December 12, 1884 


Unloading wooden rail ties off flatbed rail cars —125 kb (Source: PAS: RB-8808[2]) 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


Cleaning supplies off the flatbed cars — (Source: PAS: RB-8808[3]) 119 kb 


Laying metal rails—145 kb (Source: PAS: RB-8808[1]) 
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Nailing steel rails onto the wooden ties 
(Above) F.V. Bingham, Winnipeg photographer — “Track Laying on the C.P.R.” — stereoscopic image 


Boarding Cars for crew to eat and sleep while building the CPR main line across the prairie — 
(Source: PAS: RB-8808[4]) 
1882 — Aug. 7 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 5 — Major Bell at the Grand Union Hotel, Winnipeg. 
“HOTEL ARRVALS — Grand Union:.... W.R. Bell, Qu’Appelle;...... E 


1882 — Aug. 7 — Manitoba Daily Free Press — p. 8 — Sir. J. Rose and CPR officials at end of track on Aug. 6 
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(FRANK: Note This should be somewhere on the Bell Farm) 


“The following distinguished visitors arrived by Saturday evening’s regular train from the 
south: Sir John Ross, Sanford Fleming, Gorge Stephen, R.B. Angus, J.J. Hill, and a number of 
prominent railway officials. They proceeded at once by a special train, to the end of the track, 
where they arrived last evening, and witnessed the operation of track-laying at the rate of four 


” 


miles per day. ..... 


1882 — Aug. 8 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 6 — CPR Officials at end of track — Bell Farm 


“RAILWAY AND RIVER: 


- The party including Geo. Stephen, Duncan Mcintyre, Sir John Rose, Sandford Fleming, General Manager Van 
Horne and other distinguished individuals, who went out to the end of the track on Saturday night, were 


expected to return at four o’clock this morning.” 


And further down: 


“Track laying on the C.P.R. west still continues to be pushed on vigorously. On Thursday 3.9- 
10 miles was laid, Friday 3.3-5 miles, and on Saturday 3.3-10 miles, making a total mileage in 
three days of 10 % miles. The track has now reached South Qu’Appelle, 185 miles west of 
Brandon, and 317 miles from Winnipeg. A siding is also put in at that point, it being on the 
site of the great Bell Qu’Appelle farm.” 


1882 — Aug. 8 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — negative editorial comment on the Bell Farm’s size 


“THE EVILS OF OUR LAND SYSTEM ...... It is true, we in Canada need not fear any serious evil 
results from a false policy for some time. Yet a policy that encourages large tenant farmers is 
one not calculated to produce the best results, but is one that will impair the national 
prosperity. Large farms, like the Bell farm, worked by hired labour, must be poorly tilled, and, 
if numerous, must prove a positive hinderance to national advancement, as is seen in the large 
farms of the Southern States and of Australia....... 


1882 — Aug. 9 — Letter from Lieut. Gov. Edgar Dewdney to Prime Minister Sir John A. Macdonald 


Dewdney explains why he recommended Pile of Bones (Regina) as the new capital of the 
NWT instead of Moose Jaw [land not as good as at Regina] or the Bell Farm (Indian Head) 


[located too far east]. 


https://www.bac- 


lac.gc.ca/eng/CollectionSearch/Pages/record.aspx ?app=fonandcol& IdNumber=467128&new=- 
8585866793 113422484 


(Source: Library and Archives Canada: Sir John A. Macdonald Papers, Vol. 211, items 89712 — 89732) 
1882 — Aug. 10 — Emerson Daily International, p. __ CPR builds siding at Bell Farm 


“RAILWAY NEWS -— Track laying on the C.P.R. west still continues to be pushed on vigorously. 
On Thursday 3 9/10 miles were laid, Friday 3 3/5 miles, and on Saturday 3 8/10 miles, making a 
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total mileage in three days of 10% miles . The track has now reached South Qu’Appelle, one 
hundred and eighty-five miles west of Brandon, and three hundred and seventeen from 
Winnipeg. A siding is also put in at that point, it being the site of the great Bell Qu’Appelle 


farm.” 


1882 — Aug. 11 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 2 — End of CPR Track now at Bell Farm — good detail on construction 


(FRANK: Note: Sir John Rose, one of the men accompanying C.J. Brydges (HBC Land Commissioner), in the article 
below, arrived at Indian Head (then briefly called “Qu’Appelle”) 13 days after leaving London, England on July 
21, 1882 — which would be about Aug. 2. This was then the end of steel, at the Bell Farm. Based on the average 
rate to track laying — 3.1 miles per day, it would have taken the CPR crew three to four days to cross the Bell 


Farm. — ref: Man. Daily Free Press, 4 Oct, 1882, p. 4) 


CITY AND PROVINCIAL. 


TO THE END OF THE TRACK. 


Am Account by Mr. Brydges of ©, ). BK. 
Constraction and the Settlement of 
the Country. 

Mr. C. J. Brydges gives tho following in- 
teresting account of his recent trip weast- 
ward along the line of the Pacific Rnil- 
way :— 

«In company with Sir John Rose, Mr. 
Herbert, of thy Colonial Office,and Mr. W. 
W. Osborn, for many years president of the 
Illinois Central Railway, [ went to the end 
of the track of the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way, which was then laid toa point about 
335 miles west of Winnipeg. We went 
over the old Government line to Portage Ia 
Prairie, the air jie, built fast fail, not hav- 
ing been sufiiciently repaired after the 
damage done by the spring floods to alluw 
traffic torunoverit, Itis expected that 
it will be ready in about o week or ten 
days, when the distance to the Portage will 
be reduced about fifteen miles. 

" From Portage la Prairie to Wlat Crack, 
about thirty-five miles west of Brandon, the 
track was laid last year, and for nearly fifty 
milve. beyond, the grading was ulso partial- 
‘ly completed last year. ‘This part of the 
line, viz, irom Portage Ia Prairie 
w Flat Creck, suitered censiderably 
from the s&pring flood. The bridge 
et Brandon was not built sufficiently 
high and the wafer flowed over the floor 
of the bridge. The piers were « good deal 
damaged, and are to be rebuilt and raixed 
above food water. A large number of cul- 
“yerts were washed ont, and are being re- 
-placed by pile structures, leaving sufficient 
water-wayes to prevent, it is hoped, future 
difficulty, Ths track on the old road is 
also being raised snd bDallasted. By the 
fall considerable improvement will bave 
becn effected and the road-bed, which was 
not originality well constructed, will be 
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yery mutorinlly improved by the work 
which is now being done. West of Flat 
Creek there isa very marked improvement 
inthe mode of construction and tie con- 
dition of the road-bed. The grading is 
bolog very well done, the bauks being wide 
aud of good height, the track kept well 
above the level of the prairie, no cuttings 
anywhere, and good substantial pile open- 
ings to allow of the free passage of water 
where necessery. From Flat Creek to Mouse 
Jaw Bone Creek, the grading will average 
about 17,000 yarils to the mile. I do oot 
bolieve that unay prairie road bas ever been 
built better or in a more perfect and sub- 
stantial munner, and very few roads indeed 
thul [ huve sven ina long experience have 
been so well coustructcd in the first in- 
atance, ‘The railu are all of steel, with ao 
excellent joint, huying four bolts and nuts 
in each, und the sleepers areruge 2,640 per 
mile, thus securing uniple stringth and 
solidity, and the whole is thoroughly well 
spiked throughout. Vhe grading ig in a 
yory forward state up to Morse Jaw Bone 
Crevi, and the number of teams and men 
at work will keep tho gradiug out of the 
wey of the tracklayers to a point beyond 
Old Wives Lak», if the track is luid at the 
rate of four miles forevery working day. 


ViONDSRFUL TRACKLAYING. 


{ witnessed the operation of tracklaying, 
and never saw in any part of the 
world 60 perfect a system and s0 
complete and thorough an crganize-. 
tion. At least four and frequently 
five trains a day are despatched from Win- 
nipog, each train containing everything ue- 
cessary to lay one mile of truck. The cars 
have a mile of rails, a mite of joint fasten- 
iags, 8 mile of bults and nuts. 2 mile of 
spikes, and a xuile of ties, For every ninth 
or tenth mile che train contains in addition 
the material necessary to lay a Ipng siding, 
comprising rails, ties, spikes, fish plates, 
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obc,, and two ewitches. With some of these 
trains are also sent asupply of piles and 
lumber for waterways, and also poles and 
wire and ingulators tor a telegraph line. At 
the front at the extreme end of the track is 
& voarding train, containing everything ne- 
cessary for the feeding und lodging of the 
250 men engaged in tracklaying, About 
40 teams ure at the front, enguged in haul- 
ing the ties frem each train asit arrives. 
This enables the men distributing aud 
spacing the ties, te keep «bout 
half a mile ahead of the track- 
layers. The actual traclklaying is done 
with-marvellous rapidity,and under the most 
perfect systum of well organized labor 
brings out the most remarkable resalis ever 
seen Upon railwuy construction, In sixteen 
days, 504 milea of track were laid, being an 
average of 310 milek aday. The greatest 
length luid inone day tus hitherto been 
3.90, and the furcman assured mec that he 
would not be satisfied until he hud succeed- 
ed in Isyiug five miles in one day, and that 
he had no doubt of doing se. 

“The extent of avernge daily tracklaying 


done has pever yet been equalled on any ruil-: 
way in the worid, and could only buve been } 


done by the mucst complete ‘and pertect or- 
ganization, undur which every man employ- 
ed does the taximum amount of work with 
the feast possible apparent expenditure of 
force or effort. 
THE STA¥F AND HOW IT 13 ORGANIZED, 
The boarding houses are models ct clean. 
limess, wilh good food and every reasonable 
comfort. ‘hey are advancing now acrosa 
the prairie at arate of nearly four miles 
a day. The men are remarkably 
healthy, the proportion on the sick list bu- 
ing extremely smull, Surfucere in large 
gangs are following the trucklayers, putting 
the track into very fair sbapv, and ballast 
truing are at work at the pluces where they 
are most required. At every siding a fair- 
sised station building is being constructed, 
Ltt et ee et eee ee A as 


wator tanks put up, and the needful appli- 
ances provided for carrying trafic na soon 
aS ibis possible to doso. Telegraph build- 
ers are also busy at work, erecting poles 
and stringiug the wire, and nearly avery 
nigbt it is possible to send messages from 
the.extreme point to which the truck is 
luid. The regulating system and organizu- 
tion under which this greatamount of work 
is being successfully carried out day after 
duy, without 4 break er a aiich, is the most 
successful and remarkable operation which 
lhuvye seen in un experience, connected 
with railways, extending now over a periud 
of nearly forty yeurs, 


THY Bit BELL FARM, 


« The track bad reached the Bell Farm, 
south of Qu'Appelle, where a considerable 
amvouatofbreaking is being dune this year, 
A few of us drove across the prairie to the 
Hudson's Bay post in the beauliful and pic- 
turcsque valley of the Qu’Appelle, a dis- 
tance of about 20 miles. Lenving the post 
ubout nine o'clock on Monday morning’, we 
drove back tu the line, and Ieuving the end 
of the truck about 2 o'clock reached Winni- 
peg at about half past 6 on Tuesday morn- 
jug, thus covertng the distance of upwards 
of 350 miles in less than 22 hours, in a 
journey which bas hitherto occupied from 7 
to i0 days Sir Jobn Rose had performed the 
journey from Liverpool to Qn'A ppelle,inclu- 
ding s stoppage of moro than # day ut New- 
port, after his arrival in New York, in al- 
most exactly 14 days. 

«for a new line, the road isin very fair 
vondition, and will continue steadily to 
improve as the surfaces and ballast trains 
follow over the newiy Jaid track, Settlers 
ace to be seen dotted in large numbera over 
the prairie on euch side of the line, and a 
large amount ofiand is being broken, At 
every newly established etation numerous 
tents, of targe and small ° size, 
On which ara to be seen conspicu- 
ous signs rongh-and-ready in execution, 
announce thut they comprise hotels, 
taverns, stores for the sale of all kinds of 
goods, and in several cases the sign of civil- 
jaation is denoted by the words “billiard 
hall.” Many of taese tents move on from |‘ 
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place to place as the railway progress, and 
many are to be replaccd by wooden build. 
ings ag soon as the railway can convay the 
lumber with which to construct them. 


THA FORL AND WATER SCPYLY, 


"There dows not appear to be any dif- 
ficulty in procuring a reasonably good snp. 
ply of water. Fucl and building material 
will ke the greatest difficulties, and if 
the country is to be successfully 
settled by a large population, it is indis- 
pensably neccessary that the Railway 
Company should make arrangements for e8- 
tablishing depots of fuel to be sold at 
moderate prices at every station, and: also 
supplies of lumber. At the present price 
at which both coal and Jumber are sold in 
Manitoba, great difficulties must arise. Tho 
opening of the railway to Thunder Bay, if 
moderate rates of curriage are established, 
ought to very greatly reduce the prices at 
which both coal aud lumber ore sold. If 
this is done, the whole question of settle- 
ment is solved. If not, the greatest possi- 
ble difficulties and dangers will arise, 

« There is practically an unlimited extent 
of the most fertile land which the railway 
is making rapidly accessible, Nothing is 
wanted to complete the asstrunce of a Jarge 
and contented population, but tho supply- 
ing of fuel and building material ia euiii- 
cient quantities and at moderate prices. It 
is the clear interest of the company to see 
that this is done promptly and effectually, 
and I have no doubt that they will at once 
take the necessary steps to do so.” 

SO - 


Part Sof 5 
1882 — Mid August — construction starts on the Bell Farm (ref: March 7, 1885 - The Tasmanian) 


1882 — Aug. 22 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Extensive editorial about the Bell Farm Squatters, includes Coleman, 
Mackie, Irwin, and Brown. 
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Manitoba Lee Bress 


DAILY EDITION. 


LET the gunruatht orfeud the dortrinee af tue porty ebicn 
he epproves, Jet him evitiebe and eosicderan the party nobel be 
dues Hob apprese, reaeryiu clwaye bie right Le npplawd bly oj» 

omeuta oe wensare ibe [etre ae the trib migy require, aud 
ke lll de Tallependend Fouagh for & Cron euneteye—-Cieusisid, 


on Ee em er 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 22, 1882. 


THOSE QWALEELLE SQUAITERS 
Mr. John Northwood, the Presideut of 
the Qu’Appelle Farming Company, takes 
exception, a8 ig quite natural, tothe po- 
sition of the Free Press on the dispute be- 
tween bis company and the squatters on its 
tract. We cannot state his case better than 
by quoting the Timea, which, as the ready 
champion ofall the epeculative companies, 
of course does not make any exception of | 3 
Mr. Northwood's — : 
“The Qu’Appelle Company took po:- 
session on April 17, and t nfter | le 
notices were posted warning eal that | a 
the lund had been purchased froim the Gov-| , 
ernment. But every squatter, with one 
exception, who hadtaken up land prior to | 
April 17 was compensuted infuli. ho one | : 
exception wisn squatter named Coleman. 4 
who sought to bluckmail the company to] ,} 
the tune of $5,000. The company offer to] * 
submit the case to arbitration, but he de- | 5 
I 
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chines if.” 
Mr, Northwood is cither strangely astray 


* 
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CHues it.” 

Mr, Northwood iscither strangely astray 
as to theafNnirs of hisown company, or else 
the seitlors inthe acickborhood of the big 
farm are Jadoring uader a most unaccount- 
able hallucination. We are constantly re- 
cziving communications from them, 
and, without uu single exception, 
they corroborate substanuiatly the strate- 
meuts made by the Free Press. What 
the Company actually did on tho 18th of 
April was to putup «4 notice st Fort 
Qu’Appelle, 20 miles distant from their farm, 
aud another at Boggy Creek, 40 miles 
farther, forbidding all persons to Jocate in 
these localities until the Qu’Appelle Farm- 
ing Company's lands were located. The 
uoticcs were not put uponthe Bell farm 
itself unti! after the lst of May. Mr. North- 
wood says the Compsny bought out all who 


_ lad squatted before the 17th of April ex- 


cept one. We ure inforined that they bought 
out two, Captain Mackie and Joseph Irwin, 
and frightened off cue man named Erown, 
and that there are still om the tract from 20 
to 30 settlers who were there before the 
1ith of April, who have not been bought 
out, and some of whom were not even 
asked to ell, So fur as WB 
ean learn, therefore, these 
hare o just claim to their holdings on the 
ground of priority of occupancy, aud oll the 
more §0 because, by private surveys, they 
endeavored to confine themselves to the 
evon-numbared sections. 

« But,” says the Times, tequatters have 
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7 
* But,” anys the Times, “squatters have 


gone on sine April 18, in defiance of the 
warning, but eurely our good acighber does | fd 
nct mean to contend that the company | Li 
should recognize their claims.” We think | in 
weean show that who went on $ 
since April 18 have at icast as good a claim 
asthe Company, Mr. Northwood states 
that notices were put upon the Company's th 
tract on the 18th of April; the settlers Bay 
they were not put up till after the 1st of 
May on that point, thereiore, there is a dis- 
agreement ns to the fast. But when the 
notices were up is quite immaterial, Any 
Epeculater who should cust covetous eves 
upon a choice plece of tlaad might 
prt up a notice, waraing off, and 
then, confident that this simple device had 
secured it to him, take his departure in 
senceb of fresh fields. If such ‘a practice 
were to prevail, settlers in the absence of 
surveys would be elfectually shut out, and | 
might bid good-bye to the covatry. The| © 
essential thing is for the cluimant to a tract 
of iand, wko js not in actual occupation, to 
ve able to show some written authority for 
his claim. ‘This is the only protection the 
bonest settler has against sharpers, this the 
demanded from the company, und 
this it was the misfortune of the company 
to be unable to produce. It was pot un- 
astural for the squatters to couclude, there- 
fore, that the company's claim was not gen 
uine, aud to go in ard eettle in spite of the 
lJatter’s prohibition, And this circum. 
stance will ranke it dificult for the company 
to get the off, 
What appears to have given perhaps the 
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ges cs agree tial 
What appears to have given perhaps the 


greatest offence to Mr. Northwoud was an 
incidental reference in the Free Press: to 
his Company as a “set of Tory speculators,” 
Whether #‘Tory” or “speculator” is the more 
objectionable term we do notknow. It 
should not be the fret, for’ Mr. Northwood 
has associated with him in his company 
some of the highest Tories in the country, 
including nO less a personage than the 
Lieutenant-G overnor of vhe Northwest ; and 
it cannot be the Jast, for he acknowledges 
thecora. Weare inclined to think, how- 
ever, it must be the “Tory,” notwithstand- 
ing the good company Mr. Northwood is in. 
OF the toil capital stock of the Company, 
$600,000, Mr. Northwood declares that 
Refcrmers cobtrol $310,006, and the Board 
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of Directors consists of three Conservatives 
and four Reformers, himself, a life-long Re- | G 


former, as he professes, being one of th 
latter. When we state that Mr. Northwood 
unces himself to be a suppurter of the 
Conservative trade policy and land policy, 
and that he admits laying voted for Mr. 
Henry Smith, the Conservative candidate 
for Kent in the lust election, it will be seem 
that he is just the kind of Reformer the 
Ottawa Governmeutdelights to honor. But 
the political complexion of this or uny other 
company of spsculatora is a mattor of per- 
fect indiference to the Free Press. They 
are a number of business men, who 
have gone into this undertaking, not 
from auy patriotic o: philantbropic 
motives, but simply to make money; snl 
no one can blame them for looking sfter 
their own interests. The Times appears tu 
faney that Reformers are Linmeahin for tak. 
ing part in any speculative schemos, It 
thinks the children’s nseat should not be 
cast to the deys, It would prefer, no doubt, 
that all the lonves and fishes should be re- 


awe 
cathae 


‘served for these for whom the Government 


primarily intended them—their own fuith- 
ful followers, or Reform. weaklicgs who 
might be fattened into loyal Conservatives. 
But once the door ef speculation is opened. 
teformers feel entitled ww put thelr money 
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into Juud centpanics or any ather 
legal investment that the bad policy 
of tha Government bas rendered possible. 
They give up no principle in so doing, aud 
the tact {hat there ave so many Reformers 
connected with colonization companies 
should aford some guarantee that. the 
country will derive the greatest good that 
is postible from a system thatisin principle 
bac, 

As we have said before, we haye no 
quarrel with the Cowpany, It is their mis- 
fortune, that, throagh the errors aud tke 
misconduct of the Government, their inter- 
este clish with the public intereste, and 
they have to sul¥er, Wu regret this; and 
therefore we say the Government will be 
linble forany loss or damuge the Com- 
peony way sustain through their 
fauit. ‘Vhe Government * chose to 
grant the company «a choice location which | 
they could nat failio foresee would be in | 
the railway belt, in which their own regu-; 
r| lations speciiically reserve ajl the even | 
nunibered sections for homestends and pre-! 
emptions, This was a viclation of the lav, | 
agross wrong to the settlers, andis desery- | 


tefornoers feel entitled wo put thelr money 
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ing of the severest censure, If any of the 
are bogus, we shall rejoice to see 
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syttatters are logus, we shall rejoice to see 
them discovered and ‘ejected, if that is por. 
But every squatter who took up | ( 
land in good init, balieving that neither | | 
the company nor any one else bad a title ty | { 
it, and intending to cultivate it and make it’ { 
his home, must be left in the enjoyment of | 4 
what public opinion will concede to be his! { 
Nothing else can be done with 
safely but to buy him out or to give the 
company another tiact after coimpousating | | 
them for the losses the Government has | { 


sible, 


right. 


cnused them to sustain. 
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1882 — Aug. 23 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Major Bell in Winnipeg at the Grand Union Hotel 


“HOTEL ARRIVALS. .... 


GRAND UNION. ..... W.R. Bell Qu’Appelle... “ 
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1882 — Aug 23 — Diary of Robert Martin — travel to Lumsden from Ontario by train, boat and wagon 


Wednesday August 23rd 


We rose this a.m. feeling pretty stiff and tired. The mosquitoes were so 
troublesome that we didn’t have a satisfactory sleep. We rose at 4, and after the 
usual order of packing up, breakfast, and loading everything on the waggon, 
we started away at 6 o'clock. All forenoon we passed through a pretty piece of 
country. The sioughs are mostly ail dry. A great number of bluffs— smail scrubby 
bushes grow around them. Along the road we raised a covey ofr prairie chickens. 
The guns were ahead; however Jack Bruce killed a coupie with his revoiver. We 
passed a very pretty spot, quite a lot of timber (poplars) growing on the face 


= 
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of the Squirrel Hills. A pretty field of oats too. At 11.30 we stopped on the Bell + 
Farm, on the bank of a creek for dinner. We had prairie chicken stew. We started 
again at 1.30. Here we crossed the R.R. track and left the H.B. Co’s trail and 
took the R.R. trail. The H.B. trail turns and goes to N. Qu’Appelle. It is a good 
road, but the R.R. trail to S. Qu’Appeile is quite rough. We reached Qu’Appelle 
at 4 o’clock. A bloomin’ town. The far famed Qu’Appelile has 15 tents big and 
littie ail told. Not one wooden house. We got six measiy loaves of bread for $1.25. . 
They were smail but good weight at 4 lbs. each.. Four miles past this we camped . 
(6.30) for the night. We got good water here. Mosquitoes bad. Had duck for ° 
supper. Smoked out the tent after our work was done. South of this is the prettiest 
country we saw anywhere so far. A great many smail bluffs. We fixed the mos- 
quitoes o.k..and went to bed at 9 o'clock. 


1882 — Aug. 26 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — “Major Bell” (of Indian Head?) at Winnipeg Rifle match: 


wy Gt 


ia al 
Caxapa evn r.s in Winnipeg, At the 
Manitoba Ritle Association matches, con- 
cluded yesterday, nine members of different 
Wimbledon tenms took y were: 
—Lieutenant Morvis, » Lieut. 
Waldo, Capt. Wastie, W. Clark, D. Huston, 
E. S. Downes, Alex. McIntyre and Baxter. 
—— 


1882 — Aug. 28 — Presbyterian minister, Rev. James W. Mitchell, gets lost while trying to cross the Bell Farm, as the trails 
were being plowed over: 
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54 A Havy-Century OF Missions 1 


partially been successful. I think we must send a man 28th— 

in here to look after them.” : roa” t hed 8 
In the meantime the Presbytery of Manitoba has : i 

grown into three Presbyteries: Winnipeg, Rock Lake 

and Brandon, together constituting the Synod olf 

Manitoba and the North-West Territories Of this 

new Synod Dr. Robertson became the first elected 

Moderator, But the growth westward was steady and 

continuoms. With the transfer of the railway fron 

the north to the south, Regina became the capital of 

the Territories, Here, 
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nett a ee 
struction, dropped at cad to visit 
F  Appelie conducted a service i vi Street, with Rev. J. M, Sutherland, of Nova Scotia, 
ile ~ ‘ a as missionary. ‘This was occupied about a year, For 


Source: “His Dominion of Canada: A Half Century of Missions”, by Dr. Edmund H. Oliver, 1932. 531 kb 
1882 — Sept. 5 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Editorial comment on Bell Farm squatters 


“We are glad to learn that the action of the Free Press, in calling public attention to the rights 
of the squatters on the Bell Farming Company’s land, has had its effect. A telegram from 
Ottawa states that the Government has issued an order to the Dominion Lands Agent at 
Qu’Appelle that the rights of bona fide squatters there should be respected. It is to be hoped 
that this incident will serve a warning to the Government not to repeat the wrong of granting 
speculative companies any lands in the railway belt, whatever they may do elsewhere.” 


1882 — Sept. 17 — further report on squatters from E. J. Brooks letter 


So. Qu’Appelle 
17 Sept. 1882 


... We heard yesterday through two different sources that the government had 
decided to give us our land. If true this is good news. The squatters at Regina 


are a worse lot than we are here, The govt. have been trying to get them to give 
up the land and they not only refuse to do so but have banded together and go 
armed and are determined to fight it out. Probably the govt. will give them the 
land all right. | don’t believe the Mounted Police will make Regina their head- 
quarters as their major has condemmed the place on account of the scarcity of 
wood and the r quality of the water, The water all through this country is 


1882 — Sept. 20 —- Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— Bell Farm site would have been a better site than Regina for location 
of the NWT capital. 
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“A FLOOD OF TESTIMONY — WINNIPEG TIMES . The soil at Pile of Bones is not of the best 
quality + + + The best land round about there, is that on the Bell farm, which beyond doubt 
would have been the best site.” 


1882 — Sept. 23 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Bell Farm preferable to Regina for NWT capital location 


“PILE OF BONES -..... the Free Press..... has no more interest in Qu’Appelle or Moose Jaw 
or any other town site, than it has in Hellgoland. .... we have as much ground for accusing 
our contemporary of an interest in the Bell farm, which it prefers to Pile of Bones. Even the 
Times has never had the courage to commend Mr. Dewdney’s selection.” 


1882 — Sept. 23 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Major Bell stays at the Grand Union hotel in Winnipeg 


“PERSONAL......... Major W.R. Bell, of the great Bell farm at Qu’Appelle, arrived from the 
West last night, and is at the Grand Union.” 


1882 — Sept. 30 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 2 — Fowler Steam Plow officials visit Bell Farm 


STEAM PLevGminG. | 


An Ina portant Schome Sugyested, 


Mr, David Greig, senior partuer of the 
fiem: of Jobn Fowler & Co, of Leeds, Eng- 
Jen, returned last eveniug from a trip to 
the west, accompanied by Mv. J, G. Allen, 
the representative of the tiem bere and in 
the Northwestern States. Mr. Greiz, who 
arrived hore on Saturdey evening last, on a 
holiday trip, is exceedingly well pleased 
with his trip to the end of the C.P. R. 
track, Lenving hereon Wednestiay morn- 
ing, he vodtad tig” Sppéile country, in |) 
cluding the aod Fort Qu'Appalle, 
directing his observations purticularly to 
the adaplion of the country to the use of 
steam ploughs. Asaresnit he is quite con- 
vinced that the steam ploughs manufactured 
vy hsis firm would be of y¥ery greab sorvice 
ia the North-West. .The greater depth to 
which the plonghs would pevetrate would 
remove the inequities of the surface which 
now exisband which render ordinary plough- 

ing very difficult, ‘Then as to the 
vost, it is estimated that the work 
could be done, by meganus of the stsam 
ulongh for half the money, ‘T'he case of the 
mammoth Qu’Appelle jurm, over which Mer, + ______ 
Greig was driven,istatsen as an illustration, 
‘They have employed there in breaking, 150 
oxen aud 20 mulvé, each gang plough re- 
quiring 10 oxen orS mules aud two mea. 
It ia culculoted that the warkdene by all 
this farce could be accomplished by meaus 
efa steam plough worked by live men and 
burning 2,809 lbs. cf conl per day. The 
original cost of the oxen and wules is 
reckoned at about £4,400,0°322,000.anc tht 
of the sleam plough £3,000, or $15,000. 
Other advantages would be the superior 
chavacier of the work done by the steam 
plough in ploughing to a greater depth, and 
in Guing the work ut the season in which it | 
can be done to the grestesi advuntage. bfr. 
Greig recommends the organization ef a 
company in Winnipeg, with s capital of 
$109,090, to import three sats of the ploughs 
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1882 — Sept. 30 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Major Bell off to Ottawa 
“PERSONALS — Major Bell, of the great Bell farm, left yesterday for Ottawa.” 


1882 — Oct. 2 — Man. Daily Free Press, p. 4— Report on Squatters Rights 


—— — 


Te Toronto Globe tukes credit to itself 
for having forced the Dominion Govern- 
ment to recognize the rights of the squat. 
ters on the Qu'Appelle Farming Company's 
tract, whereat the little World gets angry, 
accuses its big journalistic brother of steal- 
jag its thunder, and says “the collapse has 
been brought about, withbont any assistanve 
whatever from other journals, by the 
World.” As an exhibition of frodesty, this | 
is very refreshing; ata bit of news, it is 
remarkable. We confess that, until now, 
we were not aware that the Dominion Gov- 
ernment consulted the Globe and the World 
in order to learn the state of public opinion 

b | on Nozth-Weat questions*; we were laboring 
.}under the delusion thut they disoovered 
that from the feeling of the people in the 
North-West itself. As for the Qu’Appelle 
squatiers, if matters very little by whose 
means they obtained their rights, eo long 
as they obtained them, At the same time 
we might state, for the benefit of the Globe 
and the World, that the grievances of the 
Qu’Appelle squatters were frst brought to 
public notice by the Manitoba Free Press. 


1882 — Oct. 3 - Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate advertises meeting. (not same as Bell Farm) 


NOTICE. 


Qu’ Appelle Farm Syndicate. 


Noliee is hereby givon that a fal! meeting 
ol the sharchojders of the above corporation 
willbe held atthe Hotel Binuswick parlors 
on Monday, Octobst-23rd, 1832, 208 p, m,, for 
tue election of a Board uf Directors nn 
Officers for ihe ensuing year. 

J.C. RICHARDSON, 
Secretary. 
G. FRASER, 
Superintendent, 
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1882 — Oct. 3 - Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8— Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate acquires more land at Moose Jaw. (not 
same as Bell Farm) 


“The Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate yesterday purchased nine additional sections in the Moose 
Jaw District, near Regina. This, with former purchases, nearly complete three full townships. 
The company’s two steam plows, of breaking capacity of one hundred acres daily, are 
completed and are expected here by the 15" inst.” 


1882 — Oct. 4 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 8 — Major Bell back from trip to the East 
“PERSONAL — Major Bell, of the Bell farm, has returned from his trip east.” 
1882 — Oct. 5 — Manitoba Daily Free Press p. 8 — Bell Farm delegates to Ottawa disgusted with meeting result. 


“A dispatch from Ottawa says that a deputation consisting of the Qu’Appelle Farming 
Company, who had several interviews with the Government lately in reference to their 
enterprise, did not receive that treatment they thought they were entitled to, and left Ottawa 
greatly disgusted. the government are endeavouring to cut down the grant of about 64,000 
acres of land they made to the company to 44,000, owing to the interposition of other parties 
who want a number of sections of the company’s land.” 


1882 — Oct. 11 — Emerson Daily International, p. — Extensive article on the Mammoth Bell Farm at Indian Head 


1882 — Oct. 13 — Emerson Daily International, p. 3 — Contract plowing by Sims and Armington — started in spring. 


“... The International had a talk with Mr. Armington, of Sims & Armington, railway 
contractors, who is superintending contract for breaking several thousand acres of the Bell 
Farm. Mr. Armington broke up several thousand acres on the Maple River in North Dakota, on 
the line of the Norther Pacific Railway... . “ 


1882 — Oct. 13 — Almonte Gazette — Details on CPR construction & report on Bell Farm squatters 
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1882 
WESTERN WANDEKINGS. 


The Syndicate—How the Road is 
Being Built—The Bell Farm--- 
The Qu ’Appelle Country—Genc- 
ral Impressious—Personals, &c. 


THE BYNDIOATE. 

Lhe work of cocstructing the prairie 
section oj the C. P. R, has been prosecuted 
witb remarkable vigor during the present 
summer. Whatever may be thought of 
the lopsided bargain made‘by the Govern- 
ment with the Syndicate, there can be but 
one cpinicn #3 to the enterprise diep!ayed 
by the company and their contrsecicre, 
Langdon & Shepbord, im building five 
busdred miles of road in cne season, Tue 
grading ond track laying thus far c>mple- 
ted this summer hss never jet been equal. 
led on any railway in the world ; but at the 
semo tim it will te equally safe to assert 
that on no other railway can fivo Lundred 
miles Of continazus track te found that 
was 20 easily constructed and required as 
little bridging and cutting. The profits of 
the Syndicate upon this prairie section ,tas 
bas been pointed out many times before, 
will be enormous, and in this respect al:o 
will eclipse anything ever before beard of 
iu railroad construction. But the ratitica- 
tion of the remarkable bargsin i pow a 
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question of ihe past; it must be carried 
out by the country though it ahould bank. 
rupther. ‘he Syodicate ts pushing the 
work fcrwardin a mapper tbat inspires 
conlidence end belps to allay, for a time at 
leost, the widespread dissatisfaction in 
Manitoba end elsewhere at the giant 
monopoly that bas been created. Both 
political parties must acknowledge tbat 
the men composing the Syndicate are 
clever men—as sharp, shrewd and ener. 
getices can be found in any country. If they 
proved themzelves too sharp for omr Gov- 
ernment, sand got the best of the bargain, 
it ss mot to be expected that they would 
voluntarily relinquisb'any one of the many 
Rivantages they bave secured, or fail 
to exact their pound of flesh as itis written 
in the bond. ‘hey would not be the 
successful business men that they sre— 
they would not be tbe millionaires that they 
are—had they tn the past pursued a policy 
a0 muchat variance with the ocrihodox 
business principles ol the present age 
| must confess tbat I have a high admira- 
tion for the men comporng the C. P. R, 
Syndicate, and 10 nothing more than the 
fact that the active men among them are 
Cenadians. Lf Canada must be fleeced out 
of millions, there is a sort of painful con- | 
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solation in kcowing that it will go into 
Cansdian pockets; and if the Dominion is 
to pay tribute for e century or more to a 
gigtntic soulless corporation, it is some 
eatisfaction to know that we are not as tbe 
Egyptians are, paying tribute to foreigners. 
In my bumble opinion the only redeeming 
featuresaboutthe Syndicate are, first, their 
| nationality, azd second their great energy 
in prosecuting the work. For these two 
great mercies let as be duly grateful. 
TRACK LAYING, 

The operation of track laying at the 
rate of three and four miles per day can 
only be carried on under a perfect 
system and thorough organization. For a 
hundred miles in advance of the iron the 
graders are at work. Mach sub-contractor 
isallottedone or two mules of grading, 
according to the nature of the work, and 
when he completes that portion he moves 
on to the front and takes another mile or 
two, ‘The graders keep well ahead of the 
track lnyers,and the steady and rapid 
progress that has been made this summer 
is due to the systematic mannér this por- 
tion of the work has been done. Mr. Tim. 
Foley, of Almonte, who occupies a respor- 
sidle position with Langdon & Shepherd, 
has charge of this branch of the work— 
the right man in the right place. iem 
glad to learn that both he and bis brother 
(Alike), also engaged with Langdon & 
Shepherd, will profit to the extent of 
soversi ,poucands by their season's work. 
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soverai spoucands by their season's work. 
Track laying was witnessed with consi. 
derabie interest. Every dsy four and fre- 
quently five trains are despatched from 
Winnipeg, cach train containiag everything 
required to lay one mile of track. The 
trains have a mile of rails,a oule of joint 
fastenings, & mile of bolts and nuts, a mile 
Of spikes, anda mule of ties. For every 
nathor tenth mile the extra material 
required for a long siding and two switches 
is aleosent forward at its proper time. 
With some of these trainsare also sent 
& supply of piles and lumber for waterweys, 
and also poles, wire and insMators for the 
telegraph lire that is being put up as 
feet as the iron is put dowr, At the tinte 
cf my visit, Brosdview was the beadquar- 
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ters of '.> contigctors, and f-om here to. 
the frost the line was stillin their bands. | 
Sapplies in immense quantitics were stor. 
ed here, and were sent forw-rd daily aa | 
| required. At the extreme ond of the 
I track is boarding train, fo- the track 
lsyers.. These cars are kept £ 20ved to the 
front as the iron is laid, The construction 
trains throw off the tice, iron, d&c., 98 near | 
' the end of track as they cap run, and forty ! 
| teams sre engaged in bauling the ties and | 
distributing them along the track. The 
'yron tails are carried forward on hoeres | 


'diawo by horses. The actus! irack laying } 
‘is done with marvellous rapid ty, and all 
' the work is 80 well orgacrzed that the most | 
| rematkab!e recvl’s eter -cec im railway 


| construction beve been acromplished. 
From three to four miles hays been Isid 

, regularly day after day, sand ‘bis rate cf 
progress will be continued anil the cold 
weather puts o slop to operstions for this 
seeson. Surfacers in large zroops are 
following the track layers, put‘ing the line 
into shape, and ballast trains c-e at work 
at the places whore they are mcet required. | 
At the mostimportant sidings fair sized | 
station buildings are being constructed, 
water tanks put up, and the needful ep- 
Pliances provided for carrying treffic as 
800n as it is possible todo so, which will 
be as soon as the traffic presents itself. 

THE BELL FARM, 
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THE BELL FARM, 
Driving from Scuth Qu’ Appelie, a rail- 
Way station north to Fort Qu’ Appelie, a 
distance cf twonty milea, we poss through 
the centre of the Bell Farm. This ferm 
contains about 60,000 acres, en bloc, on both 
erdes of the railway, and is ovaed by «& 
jomt stock company. The marager is Mr. 
W. 5. Boll, st one time station agent at 
Pakenham, and Istely manager of the 
Kelso form in Minnesota. ‘The land is the 
choicest m the district. Nu crop bas yet 
been raised, but about one thoueand acres 
bave been broken for next #e:son. Seve 
ral buildings are being put up for the ac- 
commodation of the farm hancs; they are 
being built of boulders picked up on the 
prairie. Our driver, named Beyd, was one 
of the original equatters on 8 aif section 
of the land claimed by the company, and 
he made us acquainted witb tho griesances 
of himself and friends. Ther: appeared 
to bea very etrong feeling »% hostility 
between tbe settlers and the «quire-archy 
of tue big farm ; and if the 1isbte of tbe 
settlers are not respected there will be 
trouble shead for both partier. Bat the 
settlers will eventually bave to give way 
aod move somewhere else, as tie farming 
company sod the Governament are too 
strongforthem, Seveial of them have 
been bought off, but quite a number still 
resolve to hold the fort and fight it cut to 
the last. 


GENERAL IMPRESSIONS. 


My impressions of the country west of 
Brandon to Regina msy be briefly given. 
The iand 1s, 1p the main, good; sma)l 
percentage of wet Isod; soil lighier than 
in sonthern DManitobs, and not s0 desirable; 
clay subsoil ; gravel in some p.ices ; stones 
thinly scattered over the face 3! tbe whole 
country; no weodo!l any consequence, 
Most cf tbe land within ten m Jes of either 
side of the track was raid tc Lave been 
taken up or squatted on, Lu.I saw few 
signs of cultivation or improve meats of any 
kind. The supply of fuel for this district 
—in {ect the tuel supply of tke whole 
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North West—1s a very serio is problem, 
}and one that will press itee:f upon the 
| attention of the people wil great force 
during the coming #inter. “be wood in 
| what is known os the fertile ‘elt, between 
Winnipeg and the Reokies, will sot do 
more than supply the setile:s, suppos:ng 
each half ‘section to be occupied, wita 
building material and Hrewcod for one 
year,and then much cfit world have to 
be bauled twenty or thirty «niles. ‘True, 
we have unlimited quantities in the Lake 
Superior country andin the Rockies, but 
these places are remote fror: the prairie 
districts, and woodcan never te hanled 
for full such distances. There 18 room 
here for tens ot thousands of people , the 
eountry will be nothing mere thanit is 
pow, & boundless praine, unt! it 1s taken 

ezsion ofand brought wader cultiva- 
tion. ‘There is, or should te, land here 
for every men who wants it, but how or 
where be can get it is ancther matter. 
I refer him to the Tory writers for informa. 
tion on that point. | believe this district, 
which embraces what is koown as the 
Qu’ Appelie country, to be very desirable 
for agricultural purposes, but I do not 
think it will compare with the Pembina 
Moantsin or Souris Rive™ districts of 
Manitobs, than which there is none better 
in the north-west. 1 bas gr sat advantages 
—ond alzo bassome disady ntages, such 
as the scarcity of wood, ‘ant of good 
water, &c., but fortanately these are 
not insuperable—and ungq'estionably is 
destined to be one of the ‘most — 
Ous portions of the great no: th-we 


WESTERN PERSONALS. 


Wo. loman, jr.aformor Almonte boy, 
is clerking in Caldwe)l's drug store, and 
is so well pleased with they ahead 
of him that be bas recently iaken to him- 
self a wife—one of Wirnipeg’s fairest 
daughtera. 
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R. Driscoll,a son of Mr. Richard Drie. 
coll,a former municipal politician of 
some renown, occupies & res ible 
position in the wholesale Louse of Whitls 

|}& Co. Hew doing his pact to maintain 
the excellent reputation of Almonte 
abroad, 

Walker & May, of Perts, bhava a joh 

tinting office at 322 Ma‘n St., and al- 
ugh they are now only fairly started 
they are doing’ good trace. As they are 
first class printere, stead- and reliable, 
a bound to go to th» front in their | 


Daweon Elliott is a son cf the Pakenbam | 
auctioncer. He came wit! Mr. Whitia as 
head clerk, and is now a p-riner with tbat | 

tleman in the whole:ale dry 

©. They sre one of ths leading firms 
in the city. D. E.is asherp, in t, 
well posted business map, and is rapidly 
laying up for himself ator’ une where rust 
and moth doth corrupt. /nd that isabout 
what the majority are striving for. 

George Keilly, son of your aldermanic- 
looking councillor, was probably the 
sickest ycuth fora week o: two that ever 
struck Winnipeg. Fortunately his wealth, 
after landing here, was incufficient to buy 
& ticket back to Perth or almonte, or he 
would atonce aod forever have shaken 
peg oR bs fost. "Det Gaerne ies’ anon 
peg © ee u sorge 
stuff in bim, and so he went to work 
sli four bushel bags of oats for Bawlif 
at perday. Ina fewweeks he got 

romoted to the Rossin House bar, with 

5 per month and his buard. By saving 
and investing judiciously George in three 
months became comprratively wealthy 
(worth over $300), and then nothing could 
induce bim to go back. He is now in love 
with Winnipeg and Winani resses ; 
and wip Ba a for.ane may be pick- 
ed up here, ke has set .o work ” fina 
one. oes 


ee = 
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1882 — Oct. 27 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 8 — Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate headquartered in Regina (not same as Bell Farm). 
Supply © stance, and the inexhaustible supply of excellent coal soon to be opened up. 

REGINA will be the headquarters of the Long Lake & Qu'Appelle Land Co., the r | F icare, the 
Northwest’ Land Company, and the Ontario & Qu’Appelle ala a este nh oe 
the actual cultivation of the surrounding territory. 


REGINA is surveyed on a 


Company, all of which are actively promoting settlement, and 
In two years miliions of bushels of wheat will be grown there. 


grand scale—its leading streets ‘id 


1882 — October — Round stone Bell Barn construction completed — Guy May letter, Dec. 25, 1882 
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1882 — Nov. 6 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 2 — Squatters at Bell Farm — Stephenson mediator 


How Rufas Stephenyon Earns His 
Salary—The SetQlers Indigaant and 
Desperate—A Protent Against, the 
Spotler. 

© | To the Editor of the Free Press. . 

| Srn.—As you have on one other occasion 

¢| heen the champion of ow rights, and asa 
taulscriber to yonr valaable paper, I ven- 

ture to hope that you will accord meu 
>| amull space to record auother great injus- 
le | tice which “acme poor squatters on the 

idl * Appelle have been subjected to. 

KO} It wus Some time ago announced in the 

| city papers that the Dominion Govern- 


t-| ment had at last arrived at a -solu- 
bs tion of the «question, and we have 
~}untilashort time ago believed, that we 
i-lwere to de fully mized; but 
d]/some weeks upo- another ‘agent, 


3] purporting to be ro the government 

Myr. Rutus Stephenson by name, arrived 
- | from the capital to subject our claim to a 
closer scrutiny than we have heretofore 


= 


s cump, and from chat very comforta- 
bie lodsssig. proceeded to make his report, 
believe, was to have contained a 


which, 
statement of the improvements made, not 


Tlonly by the aquatters, but by the Bell 
€) Warming Co, Now for the wrongs that we 
r. | wish to complain of, Withons any notiti- 
| cation, Mr. Stephenson would drive into a 
squatter’s cinim ut any hour of the day 
that snited lis pleasure, and if the poor, 
unfortnuute squatter happened to be otf to 
the bush to get a load of wood, or a half a 
Ts] mile away on an errand, he waa at once 
ut down as absent from his claim. 


4 a 


sone through, Mr. Stephenson ut o 
Kis ‘erzival took up his abode at Major 


ae ee 


here were several uses of this kind to my 
knowledge, my ofvn being one of them. 
Mr. Stephenson also cefused to revisit or 
in any Way change his report on the per- 
sonal assurance of the said squatters that 
their absence from their farms was merely 
temporary. Another case was that of a 
squatter who, on his way to the village on 
an errand, met Mr, Stephenson on his way 
towards his claim, and on his? nguiring 
if his claim wus to be visite was 
assnved that it was not, so that believing 
himsell safe for the present, he continned 
on his way. Mr. Stephenson ub once turned 
his horse towards the claim in question 
and went over the place, reporting the 
man absen:. A log house in the course of 
completion was not recognized by Myr, 
Stevenson as any improvement for a 
F | squatter, but two or three pieces of lumber 
P| maiieck together were put down as a house 

inthe courseof evection for the Qu'Ap- 
-) pelle Parming Campany. I could cite'a 
dozen othor instances, aud ff it is needed 
I wil) give names and produce aflidavits to 
: | that cfiect. Surely something can be done 

two protect settlers fromm the malignity or 
' | stupidity of this tool of the Government, 

There is serious trouble brewing in the 
Qu'Appelle district should the Govern- 
ment persist in pushing the settiers to |‘ 
desperation. SQuUATTER. |} 


= + 
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1882 — Nov. 9 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p.3 — Letter re: Squatters’ Rights 
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« SQUATTERNS’ RIGHTS. 

Te tho Editor of the Free Pres, 

Sm—I wish you would be kind enough 
to publish these few lines, as the Winul- 
peg Times is afraidto publish anything a 
government official does. 

Mr.H. McD. Gordon, local land agent 
for the Qu'Appelle District, Look Lhe affi- 
davits of the squatters on the Qu Appelle 
Farming Compnoy'’s reserve, and thei | 
took therm to the boolckeeper of the com- 
pany te copy before sending them: to Otta- 
wa. The Government, scemincly not ent- 
isfed with J, McD. Gordon's report in re- 

ritothe squatters’ claims, sends Mr. 

ufos Stephenson, Inspector of Coloniza- 
tion Companies, up here to look over the 
syuatters’ respective claims, and make a} 
report on what had been done. Mr. Ste-. 
venson Came up here in great glee and! 
iis,and has been ao gnestof W. KR, 
ae, Manager of the Qu'Appelle Valley 
Farming Company, for the last four days, 
and, axtbe Government ofticiala remark, 
it isthe best place they baye been in the 
Northwest territory for wining and din, 


ing. ° 

Now, Mr, Editor, if Thad a place on that 
farm, 1 think [ would Lave some suspicion 
ofaman whocomes to do justice to the 
squaiters, and who lives with the com- 
pany who wore trying to cheat them out 
of their land, and especially when be is 
from Chathain, where the rest of the land 
grabbers belong, Hoping the squatters 
will receive justice from those officers, [ 
remain, A SQUATTER, 

Adjoining Qu'Appelle Valley Farm. 
Isptan HEAD, Oct, 21. 


—_— - 


1882 — Nov. 14 — Man. Daily Free Press, p. 8 -— Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate’s Winnipeg office (not same as Bell Farm) 


“The Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate, the North-West Qu’Appelle and Long Lake Syndicate and the 
North-West Steam Plow Company have leased the entire ground floor of the handsome iron 
front, No. 247 Main St., just south of Wesley Hall, and are fitting it up in superb style for offices 
for their exclusive use.” 


1882 — Nov. 17 — Van Wert Weekly Bulletin, Ohio, p. 3 — Report on the Bell Farm establishment — travels across North 
America. 


“FACTS AND FIGURES -— It is claimed that the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company of Manitoba 
owns and operates the largest farm in one block in the world. It is ten miles square, and after 
deducting the Hudson Bay Company’s sections and the school sections, comprises 56,000 
acres. The company is bonded to break 4,000 acres a year for five consecutive years, each year 
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placing within their tract fifty tenant families, and spending in operation and improving during 
the five years $600,000.” 


[Note: same article published in the following newspapers: 


e lola Register, Kansas, p. 3-17 Nov. 1882 
e lowa Postal Card, Fayette, lowa, p. 3 —21 Nov. 1885 
e = Marshall Daily Chronicle, Michigan, p. 6-15 Dec. 1882] 


1882 — Nov. 20 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8— Major Bell at Winnipeg’s Grand Union Hotel 


“PERSONAL — Major Bell of the great Qu’Appelle farm, arrived from the west yesterday, and is 
at the Grand Union.” 


1882 — Nov. 20 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 8 — Major Bell in Winnipeg 
“PERSONAL..... Major Bell of the Qu’Appelle farm, arrived from the West yesterday.” 
1882 — Nov. 22 — Winnipeg Free Press , p. 8— Steam Plow for Bell Farm (typo error) 


“A steam plow for the Qu’Appelle Farming Company, manufactured by Haggart & Co., of 
Brampton, Ont., arrived in the city yesterday. It was greatly admired as it was being driven up 
Main Street, drawn by four horses. It will not be sent to its destination before spring.” 


(FRANK: the reference to the “Qu’Appelle Farming Company” was an editorial error, and should 
have read “Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate”. This was corrected in the Nov. 23 issue of the Free 
Press.) 


1882 — Nov. 27 — Press on Dakotaian, Yankton, Dakota Territory, p. 2 - Bell Farm report and earliest-known telephone 


reference —a mere 8 years after the telephone was invented in 1874 by Alexander Graham Bell at Brantford, 
Ontario. 
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fourtera miles each day. _ 


oxen 
it till dark thacalculation being to pee 


~ yetem of farming to be followed 
|| is similar to ign pares by Sykes & 

Hughes, north of Jamestown, The tract 
is to be devidéd into farms of 200 acres 
each. On each farm a stone house and 


a fair valuation. The farm houses are 
one story stone cottages, 2553), plastered 
aod nicely furnished inside, and are 
epee a the astonishingly small cost 
. Avumber have alrendy beeo 
erected end more will be put up before 
the stason closes. When the plan has 
been fally carried out, there will be two 
bundred houses, and a)l will be connect- 
ed with the main office by telephone. 


Part 3 (108 kb) 


Part 4 (102 kb) 


1882 — Dec. 2 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 2 — Tour by Free Press reporter to west includes the Bell Farm 


“CITY AND PROVINCE — OUT WEST -.... the freighting trade, just now, for those 
northwestern points converge at this station on the C.P.R. [Note alternate names: Capell / Troy 
/ South Qu’Appelle / and Qu’Appelle]. It [Troy] is also the centre of operations for the 
Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate. Indian Head, the first station east of Capell, is the headquarters 


of the Bell Farm Company. The next place of importance reached is Regina,..... 


n” 


1882 — Dec. 4— Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Bell in Winnipeg from Montreal trip 


“PERSONAL — Major Bell, of the mammoth farm at Qu’Appelle, has returned from a visit to Montreal.” 


1882 — Dec. 14 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 3 — article on Bell Farm Squatters 
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TUIURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1882, 


AOCST THE QOL’ APPELLE SQUAT- 
TERS GO? 

We have had oceasion, more than once, 
to refer to the action of tue Government 
with regard to the squatters on the Qu’- 
Appelle Farm Company's land. 
shadowed ina recent article in the Times, 
it xcems now to have been decided. to 
evict them wholesale. The praise be- 
stowed ‘on Mr. Stephenson in advance, 
the insistance on bis incorruptibility and 
insnaceptibility to infiuences other: than 
the purest, the prominence given to the 
statr:ment of the speculative character-of 
the setuement, and yarious other features 
in our contemporary’s method of dealing 
with the question, all point to the conclu- 
sion Uint, so far as the Government power 
extends, if will be used against. the iatere 
ests of the squatters and in favor of the 
band af specutators who compose the con- 
pany. 

Much stress is laid on the fact that, pre- 
sumroly, sone of the squatters ure specu- 
tutors, or the agents of speculators, as a 
justitication of the proposed course of the 
Governiuent, -Even if the statement were 
irtie, we confess ourselves incapable of un- 
derstanding why one speculator is entitled 
tu mure considcratioa than another, or 
why Ontario speculators, who want to 
grab three or four of the best towuships 
inthe North-West, to the manifest.dctri- 
ment of not only the surrounding dis- 
iricts, but of the whole country, should be 
more favorably dealt with than the Win- 
nipeg specuiator who mukes.a clutch tt-a 
prospuctive town site. 


8 September 2024 


As fore: | 


The Times, ia trying to impress ow one | 
of its numerons correspondents, the~su- 
presse benefivence of the Dominion Innd 
laws says: “If a east iron oath were ad- 
ministered to the sctller on his going up- 
ou land, to the effect that his entry was 
made for his exclusive use and benefitand 


for actnal settlement and cultivation, | 
speculative squatting, the curse of the 


North-West, wonld not be so generally 
pursued.” If our exlecined contemporary 
will only take the trouble to hunt up ite 


copy of the Dominion Lands Act, and 


turn to the form of affidayit prescribed 


. i be taken in support of a claim for home- 


stead right, it will be found to contain the 
following clause: ‘That the application’ 
is made for my exclusive use and -henefit,, 
with intention to reside on and cultivate 

the said land.” Thismay uot be “ cast 
irou” in the ordinary aceeptation of the 
word, brt it comes pretty near to filling 

the bill required by the Vimes. - What 
need af all this fuss, then, about specula- 
tive squatting on the Qu Appelle Farm? 
If there are speculative sqynatters, let 
them be allowed to apply for entry as the 
jaw slirects. S£they tuke the prescribed 
omth, and Atv, Stephenson and the Times 
have the positive information as to the 
rate per month wt which they have been 
hited by Winnipeg speculators to make 
the Company “Diced,” it will be a very easy 
matter for the Company to evict them from 
their btaildiugs, and it will then be 
accompanied by no clement of hardship, 
as the Government, on proof uf the facts, 
will be ina position to give them a free 
home for some years at Stony Mountain in 
tiew of a Fron homestead.’ The positive in- 
formpalion obtained by Mr. Stephenson 
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formation obtained by Mr. Stephenson 
during his month's stay at the farm head- 
aywarters will prove invaluable in sneh an 
eveat, enabling him iu some slight degree 
ta repay the hoypitalities extended to him. 

Yo view of the present attitude of the 
Government it now devolves on the set- 
(lers, having exhausted argument and en- 
treaty, to eee if there is not another and 
tore ¢ffective way of bringing the Gov- 
ernment aud the dompiuny to their senses. 


t tvs thie sseeslantat-ine 
Asa preliminary Sivp in this wudert Laning 


ene would suggest Liat they enquire of the 
Government where they obtained the 
power ris evennumbered scelions 
in the to the company. The 
powers of the Government are of course 
imerely such as are conferred by Act of 
Parliament. They are as much bound as 
any ovher indivitinal or corporation by 
the termus of the Dominion Lands Act. 
That Act provides that al) even numbered 
sections within certain limits slall be 
vuper to homestead entry, unless sold at 
public auction for specified reasons. The 
Coverntment is bonud by these provisions 
unless they -cun show a license to disre- 
gard tiem. This, thongh a well under: 
stood principle inall cases, is more clearly 
shown to apply here from the fact that 
the powers intended to be exercised by the 
Governor in Council are specially. dele- 
sated by Section 125, sub-section “Db” of} 
the Act. That clause empowers the Gov- 
ernment “' to preserve from general sale or 
settlement Dominion hinds to such extent 
as may be required to nid in the construc- 
tion of railways in Manitoba or 
in the ‘Territories owned by the 
Noaminion, and to provide. for the 
dispesal of such lands notwithstanding 
anything contained in the said Act,in such 


niznner and on auch. ‘terms, as; msy “be 
deemed -expediont.” This’ ‘is the only. 
clause’of the Lands: Act. under which: the} 
Government can’ ‘possibly ‘lain to: dustify 
tions granted: to the Qu'Appelle: Form 
Company. 
That they. hhve. thn power inde it to} 
withdraw land, as they have done: in this} 
case, no one giving a moment's considera- 
tion to the subject will admit. The 
| special power conferred by it to withdraw | 
land from the ordinary” operation of the 
Act, is for the apecific purpose of encourag 
ing railways, and for no other: object or 
reason berpracy g hardly be con- 
tended that the has been-grant- |. 
ed to aid in the construction of. a railway, 
and, falling that, the grant is illegal, | 
houid the Government attempt. to evict 
the squatters, or much: longér persist in 
refusing entry for their lands, it would-be. 
well for them to band together and. ob- 
tain, in a,court of justice, the rights de- | 
nice them by a paternal Gevernment. 
SEEN eae ' 
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1882 — Dec. 18 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — John Flynn writes in support of Squatters 
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Mn. Jogn wae the Ottawa 
Tree Press from makes the 


following graphic statement of the way the 
Government agents treat themselves and 
the way they treat the squatters on the 


now notorious Qu'Appelle 

“During the summer there have been two 
or threes agents from the Government up 
here to examine into the claims that the 
squatters hold upon the land, claimed by 
the Bell Farming Company.Tbese men have 
invariably on their arrival ears: 
to the headquarters of the , and 
after staying there for : week or two din- 
tak wining, ctc., they wo nen per 


a drive around the with 

and then leave. Of course they have 
no means of telling what kiad of a report 
these men present the Government on 
their return. J$ut, sir, after such sebions 
I have described, had I claim on this 
I should certainly be very distrustful of 
them. As farasi can sce these settlers 
ure a very honest set of ruc, and undoubt- 
edly sbould be protected -ugainst the 
machinations of the men who by all ap- 
pesrances would sacrifice their honor to o 
week's gluttonizing. ‘The settlers have al- 
ready shown indomitable pluck and energy 
by the way they have stuck to their clajms 
jl and carried on theiriniprovements in xapite 
|| of the disceuraging way things bave been 

done. Since the visit of the last govern- 

t | ment agent, Mx, Rufus.Stephenson, who, 
to say the least, took no very hopeful] view 
\tof the case for the settlers, there have 
|} ocen over a dozen houses erected, some of 
them being substantial frame buildings, 
which would throw no discredit on a much 
older country thaa this. And now, Sir, if 
|} you will kindly give this space in your 
paper, you will oblige, not only myself, but 

filty honest farmers who ure on this 
lace. and who are agxious to have jus- 
tice.” 


—_—_— 160 kb 


1882 — John Aird sent by Bank of Commerce [in Winnipeg] to help clean up the Bell Farm’s “banking difficulties” — as 
reported in an obituary for Aird in: The Globe and Mail, Dec 1, 1938. 


“... Authority on the West. Gradually [Aird] climbed, and as he climbed he learned more 
and more about the [banking] business. He had been there only four years when he was 
given the unusual and, as it must have seemed to him, startling job of proceeding to the Bell 
farm at Indian Head, which was then the largest farm in the world, and which, in fact, was so 
big that if had got into banking difficulties , it must be assumed that city-bred thought he was 
he did a satisfactory job, for later on the 60,000 acres were to become worth $2,000,000 .. .” 
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1882 — Dec. 25 — Christmas at the Bell Farm — Guy May, who worked inside the Bell Barn, wrote this letter to his cousin 
in Ontario, and included a drawing of the Bell Barn floor plan. A transcript of the text includes the original 
spelling. 
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Pagel 172kb Page2 167 kb 
(PAGE 1) “Indian Head Dec 25" 1882 


Dear Cousin: This is Christmas day and | don’t think | can employ myself better than to write you a letter. It is a long 
time since | wrote to you but please excuse me for writing time is scarce with me. My work in the stable don’t keep me 
very busy. | don’t have to go out side the stable door unless | like except to take out the manure and hitch and unhitch 
the driving team where there is a lot of men. Thair is a lot of work neglected 


(PAGE 2) if somebody don’t take an interest, so | do some out side work and a lot of driving t the station. We have good 
sleighing now and lovely weather. | am sure it is as nice weather as you have at home. Only had two or three cold days 
yet the coldest day was only 33 below zero. The plows and masons worked steady up to the 28" off October. It froze 
upp then and has been froze upp ever since. We have a well about 50 feet deep. Thair is no water in it yet. We are 
waiting now for a boring machine to put it deeper. 
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(PAGE 3) Thair is a team draws water from a small spring about 3 miles. We have a big kettle like Uncle Guy’s and | melt 


a lot off snow for the house and horses. 


The house stands about 200 feet from the stable opposite the south door. It is a big two story cottage roof. The front 
part is 40 x 36 and the back part is 40 x 26. It is costing 11 or 12 thousand dollars. Thair is 2000 bushels of lime in it. 
Time is worth one dollar a bushel here. You asked me in your letter to tell you how | liked the country climate and way 


of farming. | like the country and climate well better than | 


(PAGE 4) | expected! would. As for farming, | can’t tell you much about it as about Winnipeg. Thair is very little done 
as it is used more for pasture and as for here, thair was nothing except Indians and half breeds until last spring and that 
they did not do any farming . The breaking that is done on this farm is very rough as | told you in my last letter. If it gives 
a good crop, the country will be all right for farming. The company has laid out eighty thousand dollars here all ready. 


They talk of having 800 horses here next summer. 


(at top of page 4, this final note: “Tell Jeny, Mary and Aunt that | received their pretty cards.” 
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(PAGE 5) When! comenced this letter] think you would just be eating your Christmas dinner. | would of liked to be with 
you but thair is two thousand long miles between us. We had a very good dinner here. We had turkey, potatoies and all 


Page 6 184 kb 


we needed and for supper we had ducks, plums, peaches, fruit cake and all we wanted. 


| think | have told you about all now. | will giuve youy the names of all the men on the farem and where they came from. 


W.R. Bell, manager, Brockville, Ont. ; T. Rutlege, assistant manager, England; Mr. Field, Brockville was book keeper, he 


is not here now; 


(Page 6) Wm. Maclary, Brockville, foreman; Wm. Hyde, England; Arthur Hyde, England; Joe Norwood, England; Arthur 


Page, Montreal; Luis Arnold, Germany; Jogn Wiulliamson, Brockvillr; Jim Harrop and |; Mrs. Mcalary, Miss Janet 


Steward, Brockville. 


No more this time except that | am well. Hoping you are all the same. | remain your affectiuonat Cousin Guy May, Indian 


Head, North West Teritory. Please write soon. 
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(PAGE 7) This will give you an idea of our round stable which is built of stone. The wall is 18 inches thick, 14 feet high 
and 63 feet in diameter and holds 31 horses. Figure one is mangers 


2 - single stables 

3 - box stalls 

4-doors 

5 — passage to oat spout 
6 — oat spout 

7 — where the hay drops 


The oat bin is in the centre of the hay mow. It is 16 feet square and holds two thousand five hundred bushels. Thair is 
room for a horse and sleigh to go behind the horses and hall out the manure.” 
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1882 — Dec. 29 — Brandon Daily Mail, p. 4 — Major & Mrs. Bell pass through Brandon on train going east. (No indication 
what the destination will be.) 


“Major Bell, manager of the 50,000 acre farm at Indian Head, known as the “Bell Farm”, and 
owned by the Qu’Appelle Farming Co., was a passenger on the west bound express train 
yesterday, accompanied by his wife. The Major informed a MAIL representative that during the 
summer season the company broke up four thousand acres, and will break as many more next 
season, while that broken the past season will be cropped. The Bell farm is the largest and 
probably the finest in the world, comprising a splendid track of land lying between the C.P. 
Railway and the Qu’Appelle River. Substantial stone residences and stables have been erected 
and altogether about $100,000 was expended in improvements last season. In the hands of 
major Bell, who has had considerable experience in farming on a large scale in the Red River 
Valley, the farm will no doubt be made a financial success and will do much to advertise the 
capabilities of the soil and of our glorious Northwest. This famous farm is located about 100 
miles west of Brandon.” 


1883 


1883 — Farm building construction completed 


1883 — Guide Book to Canadian Pacific Railway Lands — p. 47 
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GUIDE BOOK To ©, P. R. LANDS, 47 


R, 28, 

Tp. 18, The Qu’Appelle River touches the north-east corner. The 
banks of the valley are well wooded with poplar suitable for fencing, 
fuel, etc. Occasional patches of same kind of timber in other parts 
of the township, The C. P. R. cuts off the south-west corner. The 
soil is a rich dark sandy loam, with gravelly clay subsoil. Suited in 
every respect to the wants of theagriculturist. Soil rates 1, relative 
value 2, 


R. 12, west of 2nd I. M. 


Tp. 14. The north-east corner is intersected by Moose Mountain 
Oreek. A number of small lakes are to be found in the north half. 
The surface, which is chiefly rolling, is dotted with numerousmarshes 
and small ponda The soil is 9 sandy loam, with gravelly clay sub- 
soil, Sections 9, 17 and 19 are well adapted for farming, while the 
township, as a whole, is best suited for grazing purposes. Soil rates 
1}, relative value 2}. 


Tp. 18. The line of the C. P. R. ci: oswes the south half of the town- 
ship. In other respects same as preceding. 


R. 13, west of 2nd J. M. 


Tp. 14. Is undulating open prairie with a soil of rich dark loam, 
six to sixteen inches deep, with a clay and gravel sulk vil¢—_A number 
of small ponds and meadows give a good supply of water and grass. 
Admirably adapted for general agriculture. Soil rates 1}, relative 
value 2. , 


Tp. 18, Is undulating, with occasional patches of poplar bush. 
The soil is a rich friable dark loam, with a gravelly clay subsoil. 
Inprian Heap (section 13), a thriving town on the C. P. R., is situated 
in the heart of one of the richest districts in the North-west, and 
bids fair to become, in a short time, a large business centre. 

Every section in the township is good farming land. The head 
quarters of the Bell Farming Company is on this section, and that 
company alone have more than two thousand acres ready for crop 
this year. Soil rates 1}, relative value 2. 


90 kb 


1883 - Dominion Lands Grants to the Qu'Appelle Valley Farming Company — check for details 


(Source: Glenbow Archives: Series 4: M-6531-17: Legal Documents: 1887-1890) 


1883 — Jan. 10 — First Annual Meeting and Report of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company 
1883 — Jan. 10 — Bell Farm head office moved from Chatham, Ont. to Winnipeg, Man. 


“A notice dated 10" January, 1883, states that the chief place of business has been changed 
from Chatham, Ontario to Winnipeg, Manitoba, and also that the number of directors has 
been increased. This notice is quoted in full (attached).” 


(Source: Memorandum from A.E. Mann, Dept of Mines & Resources, to Mr. Turner, 21 April 
1938) 
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1883 — Jan. 25 — The Shoalhaven Telegraph, Nowra, New South Wales, p. 4 — report on the Bell Farm , based on the 
Ontario Globe — mention of telephone to come, roof construction details, bricks and lime kiln, etc. (Almost identical to 
the report published in: “Farming in the North-West of Canada: Actual Results 1884” — p. 31-35 — “The Bell Farm at 


Qu’Appelle”) 


_ the Gevernmont 


FOR THE FARMER, 
-—_—~—_— 


A Big Farman, 


rire ck TMOVEANP AtaSO waeEn exe 
MANAGEMENT. 
Tox mammoth fo or North-West is 
owned and operat the Qu'Appelle 
Valley Purming pany, It comprises a 
tract ten miles , Which after deducting 
the Hudson Bay poaty's sections and thie 
sections allothed for; school purposes, leawoo 
A VIPTT-Wiy THOUSAND ACRE Ham, 
the largeet farm In the world, owned by one 
company in ous blook. ‘Ihe land is ejuuntod 
on the old trail from Wisnipag}te Port 
Qu'Appelle, aud thé main build just 
twonty-tro miles in an almost dirant fine 
south of the Fort, The 0,-% if. runs 
through the contro} of thin valuabla fyact., 
whieh ia in ronlity no of the “giltedg/ed ” 
pisces of the North! West, and a atation’ to 
le known by the of Tndian Hend is 
leented near tho Mero au intorostiag 
village is rapidly iiatis ap, In taking 
up this land the Gonmpray gaterod into an 
nygreoment with {6 Clovernment which it Is 
presumed they intend aad will bo cuquirud 
to adhers to faithfully. Thay ageood to pay 
1 25 per acre anl to 
brawk 4000 acres avery your fox five years— 
or in all twenty the acrow In addition 


to this the Company binds itself under 
ponalty of forfeiture of the porolaso monay 
to plaov each your within the traci ns tenants 
wt lonet fifty farilios, and to spand within 
tho five yonrs $100,090 in improvomente and 
in working tho farm. X80 fae tho work hos 
boon pushed vite ily j the Company 
evilontly moan husibess, and having boon 
gonerously dealt with’ by the Government, 
will avail themselves of all the ndyantages te 
manko tho wedertaking a profitable ono 
Major Dell, who bns the ele manngomont 
of the farm, originally came from Brookville. 
Hoe wan one ofethe proprietors of the noted 
Rage toe [iisnemin whore ho 
noil tho wspokitnoe ho possensos, nnd 
which file him to dporate nn onterpriso so 
vant, Having aol hie Minnosola intorost, 
a will dovnto his cutiro wttontion to the 
farw at Q'Appolle, whieh, by the way ie a 
schome of hia own sugpestion. 
THe WORK PESYN- 
he plan Major Boll intands to pursue to 
@ thia extensive aren of prairio tnnd 
endur cultivation, aml the svqoess of cr 
werle ao far, show that ho has thoroughly 
graapet sheliditnedltes of Ure projovt ane | 
hos wonnticipation of failir. ‘The Dmerven 
Lilernational {wecishen an intorosting doe- 
oription of the operations up to tho preaqnt 
tinw, Some extracts Chorefrom will dont | 
loss bo perused with intevost by oor vondnre, | 
Whon the breaking culfit etertod for the big 
farm tho Canada Psoifin Railway wos in | 
operation only as far oa Mint Orook, a patni | 
240 milus oaatof its destination, The owtGt 
sisting of 129 yoke of oxen, 35 inulos, 
10 toama of horses, attuched to gang 
ploughs axl waggons, and forming train 
threo miles fn Iongth, loft Fiat Oroek tn 


a a a 
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threo miles in Jongth, left Fiat Croek tn 
May, ond, alter encountering many obstacles 
and enduring many hardships in the way of 
fording and swimming awollen stronme and 
floondering throagh almost fmpnssitle 
sloughs, thy carnvan Gnally roachod tho 
form and cvennencel breaking aboul bho 
1SthofTune At the time of the reporter's 
visit Cree thonsand sores were under plough 
tho breakers wore on their Zourth thou- 
ncron, which was expected to he mndar 
plough boforo the close of the senson. 
THR SOTL 
ian ‘pith sandy toam, aightoon inohes to two 
foot in depth, with clay subsuil, aud is onsily: 
broken. Once broken it tone not reqguirn 
“h noknattiag," au dose the soil of the Red 
‘Tiver ‘Valley, bnteimply requires harrowing 
fx bu in shupo for the, reveption of soad, 
| ‘The. sight.of the vast stratchos of rich mellow 
fon turned yp {y the pulverixing rays, of 
tho smn would make the ayas of the averngn 
Ontaria farmer bulge gut with amazement. 
Tho, Aimplo "four vhousind 
acrgs'! gives little iden‘pf tho extent nf tha 
ploughod folds, but whon one imagines n 
oll’ twit mileh wide by three and one half 
| miles long, How aome icon ts obtained of tho 
‘| sive ot tho felts on the Ball Birm, by whieh 
| vite ‘the: Sphde. ia Hew, gonerally kriown. 
The. -cormpany? proposes to break, 000 aa 9s 
wet summer, jad will hays a foren. spa a 
Henin 6. Ae Bis 
i ox tHiavsioe | Aeuns't PER W2UK. 3 
Le asd nt x | thhielly: “employe! iu bronking; 
hoen a0 they, ATO, most saaily, kipt Barly 
iny the, neanon, threes yoko, pilled ‘a gnog 


A plonsli. of, weal ploughs outtingyenah ¢ a. furrosy. 


"| firtuon” ine) vers: with.’ Tio’ sseason having, 


“Wear very “By, jie. ‘soi! huns bedoaie toueh, 


‘And ‘fiyo. yoke ary. riaiw aquired. to pull’ , 


rang cat: ted lors, Tt is a novel rind 
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I OOTAVIN coneertt 
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wang ot two plonghs, Tt isa novel and 
interesting: night to See a) utimber of the 
vipighs ‘if! Hine, be at oxen ‘tan 


plot and” ‘ght w Hla. “turtajiig “quite” a 
‘Uher braven.prraina-inti " 
ae “of; nek, ‘wovalote! Vunbing ip, @ rel or 


‘ 
sepetle 


nord: of ‘soil ‘abe wath. ya WeDo stronktaye 
force. ooiimeNpe N word A.darlighe anil work 
AL 11, 46 Nolople 4 ia, sy when HW oxpn wre 
twivnied ig’ “ta yas and oTlowaslite. Feat wm 


4, fobook, pin; hon’ et thi! oxen nares nggivdin pote | 


Ye yer dnd Wop iat; GM! diiples ve malo 
bee: to covers =), 4): me the : 


4) Wiles to Many 


val) ’ 


vanes : 

ren got n6'athdr feed oxcopt ‘whit 
they ‘pick up on the prdirie. Bighty yoke 
of oxde Wre employed to breaking at pre- 
wont, anil in addition to there 35 mules rnd 
34 horses avo weed in ploughieg and other 
work. Noxt yeny only mulos and horses 
will bo employed, as a good supply of bay 
(490 tons) bes boon pnt up, and now that 
the railway is in operation onts ean bo 
obtained at a comparatively low rate until 


next svasvo's crop oan be harvested. Major | | 
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next svasvo's crop ean be harvested. Major 
Boll's plans are comprehensive, and ovary- 
thing is done syatematicnlly. Besides hitn- 
self there ia a genersl euporintondent of tho 
fnrm, Mr, ‘T. Routledge, wa Englislmen, 
and a nnmber of foremon. At present 100 
men are omployed in erecting buildings, 
bresking, otc. Handsome and aubstantiol 
stone buildings ave being orected. In tho 
erection of his buildings Major Bell hos 
struck on icon that can be ndoptod with 
proilt by a groat many pottlers in the North: | 
Wert. Scutterod over the farm, alwayeon the 
sities, are to be found ble 
wumbey of hardhoads, lime aud soadstone: 
# atones supply the building material 
on 


pro boing orected on “the Jara, and 
S two birds are killed with ono stono,” 
BO ie eo farm is cleaved of xtonds, 
aul choap Wuilding matorial {6 scoured at | 
the came tae, The main buildings on the 
‘farm are loowted about a aailo aul a bell | 
north of the railway station, A liege and | 
aubatantial atablo hag boon orected, anda. 
hnzdeomo oud substantial house ia nearly 
completed, ‘tho stablo 49 a modal of 
strongth avd comfort. It is oiveulus in 
shape ond looks something like the round | 
alovators one sacs wlong the St, PL N.& 


a a em ee ee ei 
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M. Railway, only it is not eo high and ie 
moro substantial, the stoxa walls being two 
feet thick. Tt contains 30 stalls ond two 
box sinlls. Tho floor,in paved with cobblo 
ocone.  Oveehoali'e'a ts with capacity Lor | 
150 tons of hay. Inthe couteo of tho uppar 
story is a bin for onts, with storage capneity 
of 4000 bushols, Major Boll hax hit upon a 
NOVEL AND WOONOMICAT, PLAN 

for roofing hin buildings. Tin first shoots 

tho rafters with lumbor and thon 
|} paints the enn tietote the paint deies 
heavy daolting in strotehod aver the boarls 
and tnolod down, and this te then painted 
and sunded, making a tight and at tho eamo 
timo olianp foot, All the building matoviai, 
exoopt lumber, ia obtainod on tho farm, 
The company linve thoiy own limo kiln and 
have thie your barnod 1490 Weahels. Next 
your thay will cowmeonen the | of 
brick. Tho 

MALIN FAIS! NeSIbONGH 

b| is # substantial and handsome pile, The 
1 | setimated coxt of the building ia $8000 
| though if coukiaot bo crocted in auy part 
4 
t 
‘ 


a a 


ef Manitoba for nnythiog Jil that eum 
Tho main portion of tho building iv 40 foot 
Aquare, tro Sill storys, with a wingy ale 
~ | two atornys 24 x Gi foot in sive, Tho nppor 
t) partion of the wing furnishes slooping 
-| neeonmodotion for 20 form hans, while 
|. | bolow ia tho kitahon aod @uing-room for 
ry} tbo mon, In thornain buildiag one sido is 
iy divided into A.prrlowr and dining-room, and 
| tho other into offions for the gonoral manager 
) faud suporindondont.; The gecond atory ix 
, | aleldad > inte’ + Undormenth the 
| main building defi fino cellur, oxtanding tho 
: | full size of the uilding. ‘The residence is 
by | sitetatad about’ “a yards south of the stable 
At thé renr ofthe) house an -pere of ground 
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At the rear of the house’ an: Reve of ground 
has doou ploughed for a.gardon, and Major 
Dell intenda to bhve-n garden thas will 
astonish visitors to tha farm, and show 
WHAT WORTIE-WEST Sort, CANDO 

Treo from the Lake of the Weeds 'siel 

‘used for the Srnamentation of the’ road 
leaiting to the/station. Near the barn ina 
blnekemith otiop and at ‘the ‘rene of tho 
houso an icuhouse~-the latter to -be filled 
the coming, witter from two; benutiful lakes 


lotnted six milux south of the honae,——Tx: 


widition to these, two large’ dhedls for 
jmploments, lor “OW OG wide OF tha barn 
pa deals Sn: ta, Richa ian 
eroetund 
Wie sy sve oy BARMINO. me 
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VE SYSTEM OF PAITNG nk 
to ho followad is nw follows »—It is praposud 
to divide tho: vers into farms of 200 acrea 
+) enh. On ebel 1 fram # stoho holisa find | 
atablo will he —_ man with fomily | 


will be put on ica A will be paid 
$44 por month 1Quse rot. free. 
Will also’ be’ provided \ivith fwel ub oust, 


| | at the end of ‘fivn y: «will have’ the 
E privilego of pardinsiag the farm ho ocaupies 
| | if ho, wishes at A foi Yaluation..., Lhe farm 
housne are one: storey xtoma vottnges, 95 x 0, 


| | Plustored find pels ae a ani ore 
k ‘weogbod as thi | astonish ng aie of 


; | Bs00. A nainbew have wlrendy boon 

and more? Will Ve: put tp before the season 
| elisos. Whin > tho ‘plan’ tine: bee: fully 
cavriell out thors will to 200 heiuaes, asic wll 
will: be “contented | ‘with the rmbio ‘office ‘by 
telephono, | Mone’ dnep" covldes (i onliniry 
‘dry seasone thayare crooks, though tine 306" | 
ure dry), travers the farin, At intervals: of 
from, ‘ug te two nila, and 3 nin “Horthward 
and), ‘ouiphy ito aes “Qu'Appoile ‘River, | 
‘furnishing suoli’a per! atem of dihinngo | 
thet the ontice , trinet nt eta s foros ont; Bak) 
Ka ‘prnperly enbtivated without mr 100 1% a 
| fditabing Ba ti 


7 ‘sqyinttary gic fremnor Tittle ' further | 
Lf timely? lara with Mier. — Ontario 
k | Plobe. = 
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1883 — Feb. 7 — Man. Daily Fere Press, p. 4— Report on the Bell Farm and Squatters 
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WEDNESDAY, 
THE DELL FARM." 

Mr. Bell is general manager of the Qu’- 
Appelle Valley Farming Company. He is 
in Winnipeg at present and ins been hav- 
ing ® talk with a Times reporter, ‘The 
freedom of the prairio life Mr. Hell has 
been Jeacling for some jinve past, appears 
to have untitted him for the restraints of 
city existence. Things ows West, inclad. 

ng the Qu'Appeile Parm, are on so large 

isvale that Mr, Bell has conspicuously 
ZW iutothe habit of magnifying facts to 
correspond with bis surroundings. It is 
to be hoped, in the interests of his cor- 
Pony, that Mr, Bell witl be able to enti. 
vate wheal as successfully as he has his 
imagination. 

Mr. Bell says that the squatters on the 
farm, iustead of sttugeling through the 
stars of Murch and April last, struggted 
through on Puilmany, getting to Qu’ 
Apelle after the railway was bd There 
is afine favor of Western humor abou 
this statement that is suggestive of life on 
Hie boundless prairie; and then a humor. 
isl, of course, is not supposed to be bound 
by the eternal verities, so Mr. Bell will 
not object to our rcininding hirn that the 
railway did not reach his neighborhood 
tilt August, and that the squatters, who 
me supposed, in his little joke, to have arc. 
rived in Vullmans, were on the Jand in 
May. Exaggeration, however, ig the 
leading charactoristic of Woslern humor, 
and Mr. Bell does well to gratify the taste 
of the conutry. 
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Mc. Bellis nothing, if not burmerous. 
tle evidentiy considers it the mission ofa 
Hewspoperto amuse the public, It is, no 
Qoubt, with the object of helping the 
Times to fulfill this mission that he gets 
vif the olf story about the Qn’Apypelle Val. 
ley Farm being a ‘‘medet farm,” and that 
itis heing cncourazed by the Govern 
ment and the C. PR. for Uwe pnrpose of 
showing whal this country can produce.” 
Mr. Bell has been vnfortunate in the se- 
lection of Chis aneudote for pnrriution just 
at thie lime. Beople cre beginning ta 
lire of Inmughing xt it, and then 
it contains too much of — irons, 
when considered fn connection with 
Lhe statement that besubsequently rakes 
that “the Governmenl hus given the 
company Lheir ftiile, and ignored | 
any st jpused claims the squitlers have." 
Sr, Bell hed better stick to orizinat hu- 
maor and keep oul of ancerote. 

When the people of this country were 
under Lhe impression {hat somo lingering 
sense of deceucy anit regard for. the wel- 
ture of the country siill remained with the 
Government; that the 60,000 seres chuimed 
by the Qu'Appelle Farming Company 
woul be distributed among the settlers, 
to whom it belongs by every principle of 
Justice and vight; umd that by the estab- 


Eslanent of a prosperous community of | 4 


faviners im the fomr or fiye townships 
claimed by thu Compuny, a real exhibition 
of the capabilities of the country would be 
given, they coukl afved to high at the 
abyurdilies pf ihese who tslked of von- 
verting these sane lowuships inte a 
"mortel farm for che purpose of showiug 
what the country cun produce” But, nuw 
that if Mr. Bell be correct the Covern- 
ment have decided on ejecting Lhe squat-| # 
tevs and converting a flourishing sattle- 
inent ute a “vacant Jot" held ‘for;* 
speculative pnrposes, Lue peuple of this 
conntry cin no tpuger afford vo. langh- 
‘The time for weeping has arrived. 
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Mr, Beil acenses the Free Press of filae- 
hovd, and of “ being at pains to misrepre- 
sent the facts abont the Qu’Appelle Farm 
since Uist it started.” The Free Press has 
bern at pins tostale nothing but facts, 
knowsco every settler in the Qu'Appelle 
distviit and to ne one better Lian to Mr. 
Doll himself. Lt will vequire a good many’ 
more contradictions from Mer. Bell, with 
mach more reassuring internal evidence 
of his veracity, before Lhe popular behel 
tu che dissraceful vonduer of the Govern. 
ment throaghout the transaction is 
shaken. 

ln the Autwun aul Winter of 1991-2: 
the Qu'Appelle Valley in particular, of ah 
paris of the North-West, was advertised 
tara wide on bath sides of the Atlantic. 
iguAppelle was the objective poin} of 


nearly every tinmigvan: arviving last] 


Spring. Muay of them came carly, in 
ueder to have the advantage of first 
choice. Partios began leaving here in the 
jarer cna of February, and eontinned 
going aut all through March and April: 
Jn March, after many had started, came 
an order-in-council withdrawing land 
within a mile of the C. P. R. from settle 
went. This was unfortunate enough, as 
causing uncertainty in the selection of lo- 
cations, and interfering with those who 
had already taken np laod iu ignorance of 
jt, or had leftfor the far West before it was 
published, Worse, however, was to fol. 
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low, Immigration kept pouring into the 
country wave onwave. The trail between 
Brandon and QiAppelle was white with 
the canvas of setiJers. 

They arrivedin tho far-farned Qu’Appelle 
Valley only to find it in the possce- 
sion of Farm Compauys men. That 
is, there were Lwo or three men 
there, who, with the assistance of 
shingles stuck on poles, sot up at irregular 
distances all over the country, and con’ 
twining written notices to inmivrants tu 
keey off, aa Che land had been allotted to 
the Qu'Appelle Farm Company, hoped to 
frighten seiticrs away, ¢ill such time as 
they could make a selection aud commun- 
icate with the Ottavta jocbbies. "The 
apectacla of three men holding the bridge 
al Rome against the Wlruscan hordes waa 
subline, The spectacle of a similar num- 
ber trying to keepat bay the hosts that 
Just Spring descended on the Qu’Appelle 
Valley was ridiculous. It reminded 
the acttlers of ihe Irish soldier 
who marched three prisoners up to his 
commanding offiecr, and,on being qnes- 
tioned, informed him that he hai “sur. 
rounded them.’ They Inupghed, and se- 
lected the Innd that suited them, thinking 
the whole affuir a huge joke or an uniiti- 
gated swindle. If Myr, Boll ik now telling 
the truth, the latter suppusilion was cor- 
rac, 
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After a time, the Farm Compaty. having 
looked around thom and made their ar- 
rungements at Octawa, became more 
definite in their claims and no longer as- 
serted their ownership of the whole 


country. It was not, however, until June 
that their lines wero run and the people 
became fully aware that ten miles square 
of the very bestand sus Sinvorably sitmated 
landinthe North West,on which were 
between one and two hnadred settlers, 


was supposed to be the property of a 
company. They conid not and ctid not he- 
lieve it. This is not a matter of surprise 
when it is known that the Company had 
not, up to that time, a scrap of documen- 
tary evidence of nny kind to support their 
claim to the land which Mr. Vill says they 
had purchased and paid for. The squat- 
ters senta manallthe way to Brandon, 
some three or four hundred miles over- 
land, to see if the giant to the Company 
had realty been made. It was not until 
his return that it was fully eredited that 
the Company's claim was bona fide. Yet, 
the Company, according to Mr, Bell, have 
“never considered these mon as squatters, 
bul as trespassers.” 
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Some of the squatters being poor, aud 
feeling Liemselves unable to cope wilh 
the nnited influence of the Government 
and the Company, gave in and moved 
away, aller having ios lime, labour, and 
opportunities of arquiring favourable lo- 
cations. Others of them, feeling that ihey 
had doth law dnd right on their sive, re- 
fused to leave. Mr, Rufus Stephenson 
was sent bythe Government to investigate 
tui report on their claims. Mr. Stephen- 
son stayed on Lhe Farm for nearly a month, 
during which Line he was the guest of 
the Farm Company. Ie then returned to 
Ottawa and reported, The result of his 
report, anu the decision of the Government, 
have not yet been announced, but probably 
Mr. Stephenson confided the matter to Mr. 
Rell duringyhis stay with him, as Mr. Bell 
is now able to say to the Times: "The 
froverninent has given us our title, and 
has ignored any supposed cinims that the 
nquatlers have.” ‘This ends the history of 
& transavution that words are utterly in- 
Aduquate te conden, and which we shal! 
therefore leave as it is, for the considera. 
tion of Sir Jubn’s admirers in this ecuntry. 

As for Mr. Boll, we would advise him in 
the fulare to cultivate truth, es well as 
potatoes and patriotistn, or he may find 
himself, when he has accomplished his 
heart's desire “ol showing what this 
country can prodnee,” in the anomalous 
pusition of heingin charge of a “yuodel 
farac’ without being a “nodel” farnier, 

I re 
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1883 — Feb. 20 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Major Bell goes to Ontario 
“PERSONAL — Major W.R. Bell, of the Bell Farm, Qu’Appelle, has gone to Ontario.” 


1883 — Feb. 27 - update from E.J. Brooks on squatter situation at Indian Head and Regina 


So. Qu'Appelle 
17 Sept. 1882 


..» We heard yesterday through two different sources that the government had 
decided to give us our land. If true this is good news. The squatters at Regina 


are a worse lot than we are here. The govt. have been trying to get them to give 
up the land and they not only refuse to do so but have banded together and go 
armed and are determined to fight it out, Probably the govt. will give them the 
land all right. | don’t believe the Mounted Police will make Regina their head- 
quarters as their major has condemmed the place on account of the scarcity of 


wood and the r quality of the water, The water all through this country is 
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1883 — March 1 — Regina Leader, p. 1 — first issue of the Regina Leader included Bell Farm mention 
“Mir. Watson moved for correspondence respecting the Qu’Appelle Farming Company” 
(Frank: — possibly Dixie Watson, Clerk of Court, March 15, 1883; and returning officer in 1886 election) 


1883 — March 3 — Letter from E.J. Books (a previous squatter) to his wile Nellie describing his carpentry work on the Bell 


Farm. (Source: Sask. History magazine: https://file.ac/bVVZ6WWEFP10/SKHistory Voli1 Nol1.pdf ) 


Indian Head, 
7th March, 1883, 


My dear Nellie: 


I wrote to you last week from Broadview and | believe | told you that | 
thought of coming up here, I left there Wednesday night and on arriving here 
found most of the boys away. From all [| can learn the squatters intend to remain 
on their claims and defy the government. I am trying to find another section, 
that is, | am asking questions but not travelling around the country which would 
be useless at this time of the year. I cannot say at present if I will be able to find 
anything. I hired out as carpenter the day | came up and am working on the Bell 
farm. We are putting up fifteen or twenty buildings. I have been working since 
Friday morning and like the job very well; it is not nearly as hard work as on the 
Railroad and I can get rather better pay. I start at $2.00 a day. Will probably 
get more later on; if not, | may get a better chance on the Railroad as carpenter. 
There are three of us together boarding ourselves. We live in a little portable 
house 6 feet by 14 feet—with 2 double bunks across the end to sleep in, We have 
2 little dogs in the outfit as well. One of my companions is a cook so that we can 
have good victuals and well cooked. It will cost us very much less than boarding 
at the farm house where they charge $4.50 a week and besides we are right close 
to our work all the time as our little house is carted wherever we are required to 
work. We work from 7 to 6. There was a regular blizzard here this morning so that 
we could not get to work until noon. | was up to my tent last Sunday and brought 
down my blankets which were all right excepting a hole or two where the mice 
got at them. We had no light last night and had to make bread in the dark. It 
wasn't a very easy job but we managed it all right. We take turns about getting 
up and making the fires. | had to buy a saw and hammer and a pair of shoes, 
my boots were too cold at times and my moccasins were worn out, With very 
much love for yourself and the boys. 


1883 — March 6 — Letter from Major Bell to Sir John A. Macdonald (Min. of the Interior), promoting hiring of indigenous 
people on the Bell Farm: 


“-2- Another very important benefit which the Country will derive from our Farm is the 
employment of Indians in the harvest fields. | have conferred with the Indian Commissioner 
on the matter and he has promised assistance and also have spoken to several of the Chiefs 
in our neighbourhood who seemed pleased with the proposition and the prospects of 
earning good wages and at the same time learning how to farm.” 


(Source: Memorandum from A.E. Mann, Dept of Mines & Resources, to Mr. Turner, 21 April 
1938) 


1883 — March 6 — Bell applies for Land on which Town of Indian Head will be built 


“In another letter dated 6" March ,1883, Mr. Bell makes application for letters patent for 
Section 24, Township 18, Range 13, west of the 2™ meridian. (now the site of Indian Head, 
Saskatchewan) In this letter Mr. Bell states: 
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“In complying with the settlement conditions, our Company finds it necessary to 
build other than farm buildings (in order to provide for the twelve hundred to fifteen 
hundred people we are obliged to place within out limits,) such as Hotels, Stores, 
Warehouses, Churches, and School Houses.” 


“We are also endeavouring to induce Merchants, Manufacturers and Mechanics to 
settle within our possessions. In order to do this we must be in a position to give a 
Deed to those who will locate in our Town.” 


“This section of land, excepting that portion required for railway purpose 


s, was sold to the Farming Company at the rate of $8.00 per acre and Letters Patent were 
issued in the name of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company Limited on the 30" of May, 
1883.” 


(Source: Memorandum from A.E. Mann, Dept of Mines & Resources, to Mr. Turner, 21 April 
1938) 


1883 — March 14 - Brooks further describes his carpentry work on the Bell Farm 
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Indian Head, 
14th March, 1883. 


I suppose you will feel anxious to know how | am getting along in my new 
place and I must try and tell you all about it. We live about 3 miles from Indian 
Head on the Bell farm, and we move our house on a pair of sleds with 2 horses 
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as often as our place of work gets too far away to walk conveniently back and 
forth for meals. I have got along nicely so far and find the work very much easier 
and more interesting than working on the Railroad. We are able to buy bread 
but sometimes make it, as well as biscuits, and use baking powder instead of 
yeast. We have oatmeal, rice, prunes, dried apples, bacon, beans, etc. For the 
last 2 days we have eaten beans at every meal and | am cooking some more to- 
night. They taste better here than at home but are very much more expensive 
($6.00 a bushel). | get up first every other morning to prepare breakfast, and 
generally get up about quarter past five which does not agree with me very well. 
| have not been down to the city but once since | left Broadview so that you can 
see | am quite steady; if my wife was there perhaps | would go oftener. There are 
but two of us now, the other chap was quite sick with a bad cold and went down 
to the city and has not yet returned. Four of us can get out, and put up casily 
two house frames in a day, the houses are 23 x 26, one story high with a roof like 
the Hawse’s. Our object is to put them up strong, cheap and speedily. We had a 
couple of blizzards last week, half day Thursday, all Friday night and all day 
Friday; the last day was a caution, we worked all that day most of the time inside 
and got along first rate. | expect we will have some more of the same kind before 
April. If there is no loose snow it is not nearly as bad-- snow is going quite rapidly 
under the influence of the wind and sun. You would hardly know me now that 
I have got so black, | must try and send you a rough sketch of our home inside 
and outside... . 


(18th). Haven't rec'd a letter from you for 3 weeks. Down town to-day 
squatters say they are going to stay on their land. 


1883 — March 19 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 8 — Mr. Rutledge, London, visits Bell Farm to see his brother 


“PERSONAL - Mr. Rutledge, a London barrister, is at the Potter. He comes to visit his brother, 
who is connected with the Bell Farm. Mr. Rutledge is taking a look at the land of promise and 
if he likes it, will invest and probably practice here. He goes west tomorrow morning.” 


1883 — March 23 — Update on squatters from E.J. Brooks letter to Nellie; also reports on his carpentry work. 
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Indian Head, 
23rd March, 1883. 


It is just twenty minutes of eight and supper for four and two to eat it is 
hardly over, dishes not washed and not liable to be for a day or two. My partner 
amd [ are buth writing. The fire burns brightly by my side and the wind howls 
mutside but we are happy and snug. I am busy thinking of my frau and little lads 
far away, and expect they are in the land of dreams and happy too, ‘The weather 
has been quite mild all this week. Yesterday it was very warm indeed, to<lay it 
has been windy but very soft. Did you ever see a mirage? | never did until yester- 
day, when I saw in the sky the country 40 miles north of here; it was a beautiful 
sight. | am told this kind of thing is very common here but never happened to 
take any notice of them before. A good many of the squatters who went north on 
a freighting expedition have returned. They do not like the country at all; they 
say that nearly all of it is very poor land and very rough, Sloughs and bluffs 
mostly. | was down town last Sunday the first time for two weeks and mailed a 
letter to you. | had dinner and tea with some of my old chums, They tell me that 
the squatters are bound to stick to their land and that most of those who went to 
Ontario during the winter are cither on their way back or will be so very soon, 
We are writing to Mr. Watson, M.P. for Manitoba, who is at present in Ottawa 
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giving him our experience as well as sundry statements regarding Mr. Bell and 
the agents sent up here by the government. Mr. Watson is trying to find out all 
about the Bell Co. and their relation to the government, and we write him so that 
he can be thoroughly posted, .. . You must not believe all you see in the papers 
or hear, good or bad about this country. A good many people have suffered from 
the cold this winter | do not doubt, but I have not heard of any woman and 3 
children freezing to death. Most but not all of the houses here are made one story 
high so that the wind does not have very much effect on them, You think you 
would be afraid of Indians, do you? They are the most harmless of the populations 
in this country . ,.. There is plenty of water at the city—the C.P.R. dog a well 
53 feet deep and have 18 feet of water. The water is very hard, even snow water 
is hardly soft... . My partner and I were figuring up to-night how much our 
board cnst us each for a week for the last 3 weeks. It comes to $1.96, Not very 
much that for 2 country where oatmeal and cornmeal are 8 cts a lb rice 1c, 
sugar ISc, ham or bacon 25, fresh pork by the quarter 15c, beef [5c, ete. If we 
had a cow and a place to keep her, we could live well and cheaply, Of course we 
have a lot of stuff on hand but all good and necessary. | am getting along very 
well as far as | can judge and like the work well. | have been helping at barn 
building lately and am now boss on a small one and have one man under my eye 
besides myself, Would you like to live in Chicago with your boys? Immigrants 
are arriving here daily. The Bell Farming Co, have imported a blooming lot of 
English Cockneys, Ab! the blawsted country ye know .. . . 


1883 — Bell ran a brick yard in 1883: 


On March 3, 1884 Robert Crawford wrote to Major Bell stating that Sam Payne, who made bricks for Bell 
previously (presumably in 1883), wants to do so again in 1884. 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


peek, & Reber 193284 | 
ere Merehants ; 
= INDIAN HEAD. Pree a APS 8 Kee 


SKE «. or. 
. 7 a Bowes 


we msn yore haat Leen Sho 
ad at Ne oe oy 


2 c — a 


66 kb 


1883 — March 24 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p.4—A long editorial on squatters’ rights 
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SATTERDAY, MARCH 24, 1885. 


SATISFIED SETTLERS. 

In the House of Commons a few days 
ago, Mr. Casey callon attention to 
the compjaint of setliers in the North, 
West as to the diflieulty of locating tind, 
and the delay in obtaining patents. Sir 
Jolin, in reply, said that “the land sharks 
were the only ones disyatisiud; the bona 
fide gvttlers were perfectly satisfied.” 
This dvelacution al eur paternal premier 
sets Lhe whole matter al rest. Those who 
hase heretofore been under the impression 
thatthere was wide-spread and deep dis- 
satisfaction ii this country, will take no- 
tice that Luey must heave been mistaken. 
Any little uncertainty as to the correct 
definition of the term “land shark” is al- 
ao removed Lexivographers had  beller 
make a note of the {aci—that, in the Can- 
atlian Nrrth-West, a "land-shark” is one 
who is dissatisficd with the Government, 
Mnthusiistic statisticians, in "“caleviutiag 
the increase of population here, 
wil, do well also Lo pay attention to Sir 
Job's stalement. Ifall dissatisfied in 
migrants are “hud shacks,” the number 
of zenulue and permanent settlers in this 
eountry is not by any means what ip is 
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Sir John at the same time made another 
interesting revelation. When questioned 
a3 to the settler. on Lae Qu’ Appelly Yailey 
farming Company's land, he said that 
“they bad not been ordered off their land, 
They had merely been served with notices 
to quit; aud no steps had been taken, nor 
would there likely be, lo turn them olf Lhe 
land.” To the nus-professional mind, there 
docs not appear to be much difference be- 
tween being ordered off and being served 
wilktt a uctice to quit. To Sir John, how- 
over, there iy a sullicient distinction Lo 
suit his purpose. His carefully worded 
slatemeut means simply this: The Cov- 
ernment have done everything required of 
them by the arm Company ia serving 
the setilers with notiees. ‘They now wash 
their hauds rlear of the whole matter. 
They have g ven to thea Company their 
litle, The settlers are handed over to 
their teniler snereles, todo with them as 
they sve fit, The Government are not 
going to take tbe trouble of ejecting Ure 
settlors, orincarthe odium of a vontust 
with them. They have bestowed plenary 
poweron the Company, giving Use carte 
Ibanche to treat the yetilers a4 trespassers, 
worlture them oifattheir convenience, The 
Government willlake no further 'sleps” 
dn the matter, 

he steps they have already taken have 
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The steps Chey have already taken have py 
led them far enough from the right path.) i 
They have granted away o large, fertile] az 
and mos. favorably situated tract of the] al 
people's Lerituge to a band of spreulators, | 141 
chief among whou i¢ Lieutenantfrovernor 
Deweney, the man who the Winnipeg | s| 
Times dechires, should ¥e dismissed from | J 
oftice for gross abuse of the high trust re-| pl 
posed in bim, and when Sir John has to] m 
(lefend in Varlianieui by shouldering Wiel t! 
reaponsibility of a transaction suflizient to | cc 
crush: wu iess powerful man thanthe Chief- | Si 
tain himself. ‘They have granted this | «ij 
land in plain opposition to Lhe interests of | 14 
(he country, and in open detiance of its! ay 
laws. ‘The granting of Lhe lind at all was +! 
had enough, the manner of granting i] lu 
was still worse, pasuphtets and mapsswere | | 
racattered broadcaslL over America and taj 
Europe, extolling the Qu’Appelle Valley. [a 
Settlers were drawn to that centre from] + 
the four prints of Lhe compass. So eager | 1] 
were they to enjoy (o (he fuil the advran-|o 


tage of an warily arrival in this] u 
garden of the North-West, thal in, % 
many instances they 


and started for (heir destination at a sua, : 
son whon the snows of winter were yet! 
coop on the ground. and the inclemeucy 
of our northern climate ade life on the}! 
prairies an ordeal through which fow] 
would care te pasa. This was the time, 


arrived hera:S 
ih 
0 
] 


q 

after some hundreds of people had atarted | u 
ontheir trying far western pilgrimaye, ! : 
that a paternal Govermment galeeted for} d 
the withdrawal of this Jana, the very | ¥ 
objective point of mest of those who had} 
sel out. ‘y 
So anxious were they tosecure to the 
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So unsious were they tosecure to the 
Company, of which Lieutenant-Governor 
Dewduey—the man whom Sir John has 
now to shield at the sacrifice of his own 
reputation—is chief, the full benrfits of an 
unlimited anil untrammmeled choice, that 


they gazetted the grant to them before the | / 


Cowpany thereselves were in 3 position 


to define tho bounds of their claim, 
Jn consequence, a tew of the Com-| 
pany’s agents for a tive tried to) 


hold possession of the wuole Qu'Ap- 
pelic Volley. They could vot do 20, 
of conrse, but they accomplished much in 
the way of causing vexation and uncer: 
tainty among those who had already 
eudnred sufficient in their long 
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oe | cot’ indillurence to the settler. 
‘mes ‘ =| Sir John says the bona Jide settlers are 
overland journey, Muny of the set Fe h: | watistica. Are the people of Prince Al- 
tlers, now handed over to the ten- jbert, who have been kept out of their 
f, | cer. mercies of the Company, gris 4 |u| patents so long, satisfied? Are those of 
on their land at a time ge wed pense al fe Manitoha, who haye been four or Aye 
ave subjected themselves on | |] years, instead of three, on their home- 
I} chances of subsequent ejection anna 4 =| steads without obtaining their titles, aat- 
selected ine in fier sages? coca 5 istied! Are the settlers on a part of the 
they being also a - Menonite Reserve, in Southern Manitoba, 
the Compnny, The uncertainty as to the | ia lee ie unas similarly sttuated 
exact location of the Coney se Wee r in get free geants of laud because they hud 
bs. tinned until almost mid-summer. . 1, fe. | Rotitical iafluence to support them, while 
ler| uncertainty a3 si erg title ve equally 1) fi] their less fortunate neighbors were taken 
le yaiccabtonl egihoap na Dictate. { m| by the throut by the Government and 
were furnished with no documentary evi- romimanded to pay kange sums for’ their 
id | dence in support of their claims; and itis} 4 | | unin, or have them so!d over their heads 
le | safe to say that out of all the settlers, now Y hence. fear ave notiokoape then peopie 
e} handed over by a kind-hearted Govern} t yatisfied? Are the settlers in the “nite 
Tt suent to Chis patriotic Company, of which |" rs belt,” who can obtain nu adjustinent of 

. = i o Sy - r 

Ibe st oe gig aa cage hye - ; |, [their claims, satisbed? Are the pvople 
vers oe te : “|seulh of the hae of the C. 1 R., whose 
pe] more satisfactory evidence that he was | § : friguds cannot get and near them ou ac. 
bee are a is eee rap a pein d ,, {count of its withdrawal, satisfled! Are 
v , P 3 % the squatters on the Qu'Appetle Vatles 
Pa ering the way settiers were guiled by Sir | ¢ ia ai Company's ao. Ra pei 
| Jubn's great enemies, the “land sharka,”} | 1); rae . ‘ . A 
Ko | who me woul to lay claim te land that} fr) ers cpeorty phere peeve ie 
| uicl not belong to them, it is rather sar- | t /¢ anys ante tegen pee Pee 
ro" Rea : } b : ‘ 1 il has | the inanigrants who have gone iu advance 
jprising that he soi not a iittie y- {uf the surveys on the Coverrunent’s invi- 
nejinore sympathy with — who ‘| o- tation, and who see Ue survéss udvancing 
ine | thought they : whic . Tea , cee yon pe snail's pace that money may be saved 
bis Wa Laie Praia y Fils "teuske d ket Fonly to be squandered at Otlawa, satis 
“ws : arn. ART ’ ™ 
n-lisa pet shark of the Government, how- | 4 ce per ene ne 
Ee af ] a fl hs t Si itova or the North-West, who have seen 
ee ever, aud shia os ee crisis orsiv ty |. imuuigration turned back aud valuable 
as ee ee a = : \ settiers driven out of the country by the 
Ist ee we sates ™ se — eae ' ,, |Ackleness and vaciation of the Govern- 
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TCAIVAUGSS AIM TURAL Ui Lhe VWUreciiTr 
ment’s land policy, and observed the arose 
ignorance and wanton indif€erence to 
North-West affairs displayed by the De- 
partment of the tnterior, satisfied ! 

No one knows the anawer to these 
euestionus beiter than Sir John Maccdumed, 
however much ne may deny it and assert 
the opposile. The bona site settler in this 
country is thoroughly dissatisfied ; and 
the “jand shark” alone has cause for sat: 
isfaction. Te the mismanagement and 
corruption of the Department of the Inte. 
rior, dom. the blame for this state of mat- 


ters belong, 
j= ___| 
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1883 — March 28 — Manitoba Daily Free Press - 45 horses being shipped from Ottawa to Bell Farm by veterinarian James 
Harris 


“Dr. James Harris, V.S. of Ottawa, and who spent last winter in this city, will arrive to-day with 
forty-five splendid horses for the Qu’Appelle Valley farm. High prices were paid for the 


animals.” 


1883 — March 31 — Manitoba Daily Free Press - 80 horses being shipped to Bell Farm — appears to be an update in 


number from March 28™ report: 


“The eighty horses which were brought up the other day from the Ottawa Valley by James 
Harris, V.S., for the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company, were yesterday shipped west to their 


destination. The horses are all splendid looking animals and are in excellent condition.” 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


1883 — April 1 — Autumn — Annual report for Dept of the Interior, 1883 — Part 1, p. 11, Letter from J. McD. Gordon, Dec. 
22, 1883, Regina 


THE BELL FARM. 


Dominion LAnps OFrFicz, 
Reatna, 22nd December, 1883. 


Srr,—I have the honour to submit the following report of the operations, and their 
results, of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company, on the tract alloted to them 
under authority of the Order in Council dated the 3rd April, 1882. 

The selection of the land was completed early in the spring of 1882, but no ac- 
tion was taken by the Company towards preparing the soil for cultivation until the 
17th June, From this date breaking was continuously carried on during the sum- 
mer and autumn, On the 6th November, when the frost prevented farther work of 
this nature, 2,400 acres were ready for harrowing. This breaking was done by con- 
tract, as the Poa action necessary on the part of the Company to comply with the 

nditions of their grant did not admit of procuring sufficient stock and material 
of their own with which to undertake the first season’s work. 

In the summer of 1882, dwellings, stables, storehouses and sheds requisite for the 
accommodation of labourers, stock and implements were erected and, so far as prac- 
ticable, every arrangement that would facilitate the early commencement of work 
in the spring was perfected, 

On the lst of April, 1883, a number of labourers and their families, seventy- 
three horses, and several car loads of implements and machinery arrived at the farm, 
and on the 9th of the same month, almost before the snow had disappeared, 
harrowing the sod began. On the 14th April seeding was started. The seed was 
pee into perfectly wet ground, in some places so wet that small poole had formed. 

n dry seasons, such as the past one, the advantage of seeding while the earth is in a 
saturated condition is apparent in the more advanced state of growth of the crop so 
planted than of that planted at a later period, Six days after seeding the wheat a 

eared above ground, but owing to along spell of dry weather, made very little 
eadway before the middle of Juge. About this time the first and only rain shower 
of any account fell, and brought the grain well up. The rain was followed by a con- 
tinual period of cold dry weather, which delayed harvest several weeks beyond the 
usual time, and it was not until the 27th of August that grain cutting commenced. 

In threshing, the grain is carried, by means of an elevator attachment on the 
thresher, from the spout of the machine to portable granaries placed in the centre of 
each field after harvest, and is there stored until fall ploughing is finished, when the 
8ranaries are drawn to the storehouse, By this system, an estimated saving of five 
sents per bushel in handling and carting the crop is effected, 

_ Of the area cropped during the past season, 1,200 acres were in wheat, 1,000 acres 
iM Oats, and 200 acres in potatoes, roots, &o, 
ll 
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47 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 12.) A. 1884 


Twenty three thousand and twenty bushels of wheat were grown. Of this 
21,720 bushels were of the finest quality, and average about two pounds per bushel 
above the standard weight. The balance, 1,300 bushels, was slightly frost bitten, 
though not materially injured for milling purposes. The seed from which this was 
raised was sown on Ist May, too late to obtain a wet start, and to this cause is attri- 
hones the damage from frost. The cost of production is placed at 42 cents per 

shel. 

The oat crop was of good quality, but, owing to late sowing and the dry season, 
the return per acre was poor. The yield was 18,000 bushels, 

The roota and potatoes were very fine. 

The force at work, when I visited the farm in the month of June, ‘consisted of 
82 men and 100 horses. This force was chiefly engaged in breaking up new land, 
and between fifty and sixty acres were daily broken. Twenty-seven cottages had been 
erected on various parts of the tract. Of these twenty-two were occupied by married 
labourers and their families, Tenants for the remaining five, which were not quite 
finished, were prepared to take possession as soon as the cottages were ready for 
— tion. Many of these labourers I found to be old country people, principally 

nglish. 

e The buildings now on the tract number 106. 7,000 acres have been broken 
ready for cultivation in the spring. Tree planting has also, to some extent, been 
done. The trees appear to be doing well. 

Before closing this report, it may be well to give a short summary of the system 
on which the farm work has been carried out, 

The sections are divided into three equal portions of 213 acres. Or 
each of these divisions a cottage, stable and granary are erected, and a 
farmer placed in charge thereof. The following outfit, allotted to each farmer, 
consists of three horses, a sulky, plough, wagon, and self: binder. 

This force is not sufficient to cultivate the whole 213 acres eve 
year, yet any additons to it would unduly increase the cost of production, To 
obtain the best results from the Jand, it has been found necessary to divide every 
farm into three parts, two-thirds of which are cropped each year, and one-third is 
summer fallowed. By this method the whole is given a rest every three years, and 
the danger of working out the soil is obviated. An immediate benefit arises from 
thoroughly cultivating a portion of the land, inasmuch as the yield is larger than 
were the whole farm to be indifferently tilled. 

Seeding over, the farmer proceeds to prepare for next season that portion of his 
farm not in crop. When this is finished, the grain is ready for harvesting. In 
harvest time, two labourers for each farmer are added tothe working force, for the 
purpose of shocking up the grain, as it is cut by the self-binder. This operation 
takes about ten days. The extra hands are then transferred to a threshing machine 
gang. One machine does the work for every four farms, the working forces of 
which are combined to assist in the threshiny of their respective crops. His grain 
threshed and stored in his granary, the farmer sets about preparing for spring 
seeding one-half of the area from which he has raised crop. ‘Lhis, with the portion 
ploughed between seed-time and harvest, makes up the quantity required for the 
ensuing 6eason’s operations. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. MoD. GORDON, 
Agent, Dominion Lands. 
The Deputy of Tho Minister of the Interior. 
Ottawa. 
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1883 — April 7 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— American implements bought for Bell Farm 


“HANDICAPPING THE FARMER ..... 


oad => 

We may here devote a few words to this 
contention that the duty will not affect 
the price—in subsequent seasons at all 
events. There ig at the bottom of this 
the suppositions that all agricultural im- 
picinents will hereafter be imported from 
Ontario andthat the Ontario manufae- 
turers will not incrosse their prices. Both 
these suppositions are, as a matter of fact, 
incorrect. The Ontario implement makers 
would certainly increase their prices if 
American conipetitors were shut out of 
this market, for they are only human and 
are ready totake all they can get. But 
American implements will not be kept out 
of the Northwest for the simple reason 
that farmers must haye them. Wo are 
told that Mujor Bell, of the Qu’Appelle 
Farm, when giving an order fur Amori- 
can binders the other day said that he 
must have these implements, even if 


the duty were much higher than it is pro- 
posed to make it, Major Rell is a Con- 
servative and a Protectionist, and so are 


the men whe form hig company, but they 
condemn the duty, They oro, however, 
rich enough to buy the implements of 
their choice, while to the poor farmer an 
increase of twenty dollars in a single 
American implemont ia a serious matter, 
especially when he must get American 
implements or do without—for it is very 
often not a matter of choice with him at 
all, Iu fact, all sophistries may as well be 
Inid aside so far as this matter is con- 
cerned; the farmers of Manitoba are buy- 
ing and will buy American implements, 
and every cent of duty laid upon them is } 
taken out of the farmers’ packets. That 
may work for a while, but the farmer 
will not always stand it, 


LE PIS I RT ET PENT 
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1883 — April 8 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Major Bell reports on first spring seeding on the Bell Farm 


“CITY AND PROVINCE - Mr. Eberts, Secretary-Treasurer of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming 
Company, received a telegram yesterday from Major Bell, which states that harrowing 
commenced on Thursday, March 27" and seeding on Monday, the 31* ult. A subsequent 
telegram says the weather was all that could be desired, and he expected to have all the 
seeding completed by April 20°". This means that there will be by that date 7,000 acres under 
crop on the Bell Farm.” 


1883 — April 11 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Harrowing and seeding at the Bell Farm 
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“INDIAN HEAD — Seeding Begun — Indian Head, April 10 — Harrowing and seeding was 
commenced yesterday on the Bell farm and by settlers. The weather is very fine and it is really 
a grand sight to see the strings of teams in their immense fields.” 


1883 — April 19 — Regina Leader, p. 4- Bell Farm court case 


“LOCAL: Thursday, April 19, 1883: In the court on Tuesday, while the Bell Farm case was 
going on, with difficulty were the people kept quiet. Every opportunity for displaying their 
sympathies was sought to be availed of.” 


Also: 


“Donaldson vs Qu’Appelle Farm Company — decisions reserved for one month — may be the 
same case as noted above. 


“Donaldson vs. The Qu’Appelle Farm Co. — Mr. Benson for plaintiff; Mr. Eberts, of Winnipeg, 
for debts. 


This was a case in which the ownership of a number of logs was in question. A deal of 
evidence was gone into, and authorities cited. The decision reserved for one month.” 


1883 — April 26 — Regina Leader, p. 4- Major Bell in Regina 


“LOCAL: .... Major Bell, of the Bell Farm, who is stopping at the Royal, went east last night. 
Major Bell is delighted with the soil around Regina. He says there is no sod to rot — all you have 
to do is to plough and sow. Thus every settler here as compared to Manitoba saves one year.” 


Personal: “Mr. Bell, of the Bell Farm, visited the city and the surroundings. He says the prairie 
around Regina is the finest he ever saw. He believes there is a great future before Regina.” 


1883 — April 27 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 15 — Bell Farm hotel, elevator and flour mill to be built 


“CITY AND PROVINCE ....A ten thousand dollar hotel, an elevator and grist mill are to be 
erected at Indian Head this spring.” 


1883 — April 27 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 15 — Report on Bell Farm seeding 


“The Bell Farming Company at Qu’Appelle now has 1,800 acres seeded this season. Seventy- 
five Sulky plows will be set to work next week breaking for next season.” 
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1883 — April 28 — Updates from E.J. Brooks on his daily routine and carpentry work on the Bell Farm 


Indian Head, 
28th April, 1883, 


Saturday night has come again. Work is done for this week and supper eaten 
and T must tell you my appetite does not go back on me in the least. I changed 
my boarding place this week. The fellow | have been camped with | never liked. 
He was a dreadfully foul mouthed chap and seemed to delight in talking smutty 
stuff just to aggravate me. | often told him what I thought about it, but as the 
house we lived in belonged to him I put up with a great deal than | otherwise 
would have. The chap I now live with is very much nicer. | have been working 
with him ever since I came here, and of course know him well. | received your 
letter of 17th this week and enjoy bearing from you and the boys. The papers 
say that there is an agent on the way to look over our claims to the land here 
and we hope he will either let us have the land or pay us for our trouble and 
expenses, Surveyors are at work laying out the town, They experienced some 
trouble in surveying part of it and had a squatter arrested for pulling up stakes, 
etc. The trial came off a couple of days ago and was postponed until August 
since then they have not surveyed on that part of the land. We put up a barn 
yesterday on the new site and a house to-day. The latter is all finished and ready 
for occupation. That is the way we do things here. This makes a very pretty 
townsite, Bell is selling the lots. I received a letter from Allan to-night and must 
try and write him soon, If I leave here it will be because | do not get my land 
I never expect to be a farmer, still | would like to own a farm here and if 1 was in 
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business could attend to both. | would like the farm for you and the boys, for | 
do not want to bring them up in a city and don't expect to cither. If | went to 


1883 — May 3 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 7 — Squatter Coleman vs Indian Head Townsite location 


“MANITOBA - Items of Interest from our Rural Correspondents — Points from Qu’Appelle.... 
.... Fort Qu’Appelle- .... Since writing last, a case connected with the squatters on the 
Qu’Appelle Valley Farm has been tried before Mr. Justice of the Peace Dixie Watson. The 
summons was for interfering with a Dominion Land Surveyor while in the discharge of his duties. 
It would appear from the evidence that the Farming Company is laying out a town site on 
Section 24 — one of the disputed sections - and Coleman, the party summoned, pulled up certain 
stakes that the surveyor engaged by the Farming Company had planted. Coleman is the 
squatter on the east half, and claims the land. He first verbally warned the surveyor not to 
come on his land, and subsequently served a written protest on this gentleman. No notice was 
taken of the protest, and as the work continued Coleman pulled up the stakes. Coleman was 
undefended, and as the surveyor swore that it was necessary for him, to properly carry on this 
work, to plant stakes on the land claimed by Colemen, the case was sent on for trial. The vexed 


|.” 


question, therefore, is just as far from being settled as it was before the tria 
1883 — May 7 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4—H.J. Eberts visits Toronto 


“CITY AND PROVINCE — Mr. H.J. Eberts, of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company, was in 
Toronto on Saturday.” 
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1883 — May 8 — Senate Debates: Great Canadian North-West, p. 6 — Hon. J.B. Plumb — Seeding starts April 10 


“... There is nothing more remarkable than the regularity of the rain-falls in the months of 
June and July, which are the growing months in those latitudes, and the dry season which takes 
place at the time of the harvest. The seed is sown and harrowec-in in April, as soon as it can be 
covered, and before the frost is out of the ground. Seeding at the great Bell Farm at Qu’Appelle 
was begun at the 10" of April this year. * .... It begins to germinate in the warm soil on the 
surface , and, as the ice thaws beneath, it creates a moisture that promotes vegetation.” 


*Note: on this farm, 2,700 acres have been sown to wheat since that day. The blades were 6 
inches high on the 15" of May and promised a heavy yield.” 


(Source for the above facts: unidentified; no indication that Member of Parliament Plumb ever 
visited the Bell Farm) 


1883 — May 10 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p, 3 — John Flynn reports on Bell Farm operations and squatters 


“CURRENT PRAIRIE GOSSIP — From All Parts of Manitoba and the Northwest. OPERATIONS ON 
THE BELL FARM — John Flynn writes: | noticed a letter on the Times saying that the Bell 
farming company had seeded 3,800 acres this spring. The truth is, they have only seeded 
2,000 acres, and many of those were never touched by the harrow. They have only 60 men at 
work, and not 200 as stated in the Times. The company are under the impression that by 
claiming they have done so much more than they really have, that the Government will put 
the squatters off. But they will find out their mistake before the summer is over.” 


1883 — May 15 — Letter - Dewdney informs Sir John A. Macdonald of his role in the Bell Farm. 


“Some remarks might be made in reference to myself as to Speculation, in which event | wish 
to tell you that outside of a small interest in the 28 sections of H. B. Co. lands bought from 
the company over a year ago, three H.B. Co. Town Lots in Winnipeg, a few Town Lots (H. B. 
Co.) Prince Albert, and 100 Shares (twenty-five of which | have given away) in the Bell 
Farming Co. (Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Co.) | have no land interest whatever.” 


“| have no connection with any Colonization Co., Grazing Co., neither have | attempted by 
any means to secure an acre of Govt. land. At the last meeting of the Qu’Appelle Valley 
Farming Co. | was appointed President & | feel proud of being at the Head of an enterprise 
that | think is going to do an immense deal of good to the Country. | bought the shares after 
the Company had been formed & paid the market rate.” 


(Source: Memorandum from A.E. Mann, Dept of Mines & Resources, to Mr. Turner, 21 April 
1938) 


1883 — May 21 — Brooks comments on Bell Farm activities and the squatters’ situation 
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Indian Head, Assa, 
2Ist May, 1883. 


1 did mot write to you last week but will write early this week to make up for 
it. Neither did | receive my usual letter from you but reed. both packages of 
papers all right and am much obliged for them, We had some little excitement 
here last week when Bell tried to prevent Daley (who owns half of the town) 
from plowing. Mr. Bell did not succeed however. I have never been so disgusted 
with anything as | have been of late with the Ottawa Government. Our squatters 
rights are hardly to be compared with some poor fellows who settled last year, 
early, south of the R.R. but south of the track, that is outside of 24 miles south 
of the track- last week the govt. sold at Winnipeg all even numbered sections 
there to the highest bidder; it did not matter to them whether the settler had 
any improvements or how much, he was obliged to buy the land, or else lose it, 
and in many cases in order to buy had to travel from 50 to 100 miles by team 
and then ride in the cars for perhaps a couple of hundred miles. It is no wonder 
so many settlers are leaving here and going to the States. It makes a fellow's 
blood fairly boil with rage to know of the treatment squatters are subject to in 
this country by a rotten Dominion Govt. Conservatives here are just as bitter 
as they can be, and denounce their actions in more forcible than polite language. 


1883 — May 21 - Brooks reports that the Bell Farm is digging a well in town and building a Hotel 
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much. The youngest of their two boys is with me a good deal, He is a dear little 
fellow and | enjoy having him around. The Bell farm are boring a well on the 
townsite and intend putting up a hotel near by. So far they are down 145 feet 
and no water . . . . Bread and milk isn’t bad, but I don’t fancy rice. I use a great 


1883 — May 26 — NWT Gazette — James Harvey and Major Bell appointed Justice of the Peace 
1883 — May 28 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 -— Van Horne & Lord Dunmore visit Bell Farm 


“TELEGRAPHIC. CANADIAN. REGINA - Arrival of Van Horne and Party. Regina, N.W.T., May 
27.— General Manager Van Horne of the C.P.R., Lord Dunmore and his party visited the Bell 
farm to-day and were all delighted with the business aspect of the same. Three thou. and five 
hundred acres are sown. All declared it a model farm in the most practical sense of the term.” 


1883 — May 29 — NWT Gazette — Thomas Routledge, Bell Farm manager - appointed Notary Public 


1883 — May 29 — Brooks reports Bell Farm carpentry work has ended; and refers to Hotel — perhaps Bell’s hotel. 
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Indian Head, 
29th May, 1883. 


Your very kind and welcome letter of the 21st inst. arrived this morning. 
When I wrote you last week I did not tell you that | was no longer working at 
the carpenter business. My boss was all out of lumber and nearly all the hands — 
were off for several days, I had a pretty easy time of it most of this week but 
managed to carn six dollars. | hardly knew what to do. Still I did not feel dis- 
couraged at all. I intended disposing of my few little traps on Monday of this 
week and going East, but a good and kind providence ordered that it should be 
otherwise for the present at least. Mr. Crawford who keeps store here sent word 
to me Sunday night that he wanted me to help him Monday morning. Monday 
night he told me he wanted me to remain with them and here | am still and at 
my old trade and it really seems good to be behind the counter again, Neither 
Mr. C. or Mr. Robertson his partner know very much about business although 
the former was with the Hudson Bay Co. for 25 years. He is a very jolly old coon 
and I can tell you not much like my former boss Mr. Walsh. | did not make any 
bargain with him about salary but | told Mr. Osment, my carpenter boss, how 
much | wanted and asked him to speak to Mr. C. for me, which he did. I told mM —_ 
him | would work for $50 a month and my board. I board at the Hotel and enjoy 
my meals rather better than when I cooked them myself. | cannot tell if he will 
want me for a short or long time. The young man that has been with him for 
some time goes west to-night and accompanies Govr. Dewdney to the Rockies, 
Edmonton, and all the principal points North, and will be away until Sept. . . . . 


1883 — June 1 — NWT Gazette — Thomas Routledge, Bell Farm manager, appointed Issuer of Marriage Licences 
1883 — June 1 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8— Van Horne , Lord Dunmore and company visit the Bell Farm 


“CITY AND PROVINCE..... General Manager Van Horne, of the C.P.R., will, along with Lord 
Dunmore and party, leave this morning for the East, intending to go direct to Montreal. The 
English party left home April 21, and since that time a large stretch of country has been 
covered. They made the journey from Winnipeg to Medicine Hat in 27 hours, inclusive of a 
three hours stay at the Bell farm. This is considered extraordinary fast traveling, particularly 
that nearly 500 miles of the track is newly laid and not ballasted.” 


1883 — June 3 —E.J. Brooks letter: References to the hotel; and Major Bell promises two town lots for Presbyterian 
Church. 


“.,. Mosquitoes not very bad yet, but no doubt will soon be. | went into the hotel last night where they were 
having a stag dance, and it was comical enough to see all men dancing in their every-day working clothes. They 
were having a good time anyway. There are lots of women here now. | often have my meals quite late, and the 
hotel girls eat with me. | enjoy it tip-top. | wrote to Pa a couple of days ago and | hope he will go to Chicago. 
The Presbyterian Minister here has raised $550 and has a promise of two lots of land from Mr. Bell. He will 
probably get about a thousand dollars and then build a church. The Presbyterians have a great many young men 


n” 


preaching in this country and all | think have good congregations. ... 
1883 — June 3 — Letter from Lieut. Gov. Edgar Dewdney to Sir John A. Macdonald re brickmaking 
“... brick is bring made at Indian Head and yards are expected to be started here [Regina] shortly.” 


(Source: PAS: Collection R70.) 
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1883 — June 5 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Fight on Bell Farm between Major Bell and squatter Coleman 


“INDIAN HEAD - Fight on the Bell Farm — Indian Head. N.W.T. There has been a fight on the 
Bell farm between Manager Bell and a man named Coleman, a squatter. The matter will be 
aired before a magistrate.” 


1883 — June 7 — Regina Leader — p. 1 - Well Dug on Bell Farm... anda hotel started 


“INDIAN HEAD - (from our own Correspondent) Indian Head, June 5 — Indian Head is looking 
up. There is a lot of fine building going on and a fine large hotel started. A well has been 
sunk on the Bell farm. It is over 200 feet deep, and was dug by means of the steam process. 
They have found plenty of water — first class water. Stretching along the line there are 
furrows two miles long. You can have no idea how nice fifteen plows look going through the 
long furrows with three horses attached to each plow.” 


1883 — June 9 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 5 — George Sutton, Wpg. Sun correspondent at Indian Head, reports on crops 


“George Sutton, Indian Head. — Seeding commenced the first week in April, but the snow was 
not all gone, and there were several hard frosts afterwards. The weather this spring has been 
the finest he ever knew for seeding. Most of the spring crops are up and promise a good 
harvest, provided there is plenty of rain during June.” [Frank: as Sutton is the local 
correspondent for the Winnipeg Daily Sun, he likely visited the Bell Farm on various occasions.] 


1883 — June 14 — Helena Weekly Herald — Lord Dunmore report after trip to Bell Farm 


“Lord Dunsmore, recently returned from the end of the track on the Canadian Pacific, gives a 
glowing account of the progress of the road and of the country through which it is building. 
... The most remarkable part of the story is the rapidity of the work. He says the whole 
road has been laid at an average of four miles per day, and the manager offers to wager that 
he can lay ten miles in ten consecutive hours. He says that the entire country from Winnipeg 
to Regina — the new capital of the British Northwest Territory — is just as good wheat land as 
any in Minnesota or Dakota. This is the country where the British expect to win their 
independence of the United States for their daily bread. The Bell farm at Indian Head is 
alleged to surpass the celebrated Dalrymple farm in the Red River valley.” 


1883 — June 14 — Dunkirk Evening Observer, New York, p. 3 — Bell Farm report originating with the Winnipeg Times 
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A Farm Witk $600,000 Capital. 

The following, from correspondenee 
e}ofthe Winnipes ‘limes. contains some 
is, | details rerarding the Bath farmn, feeated 
h}in the Qu’Appetle region. anid sail to be 
ni the largest “rain-zrowine enterprise in 
is} America. “Thestone dwelliag house in 


witch Major Bell aud family reside, with 
1~| the snperintengent, Mr. Routledge, com- 


prises2 maip building about forty feet 
te} square, and a wing about 24 feet by 40 
d: feet. Ipis well and substautially built. 
ni Weer nt bend is the min stable of the 
-|farm, and ute granary and implement 
| store-rooms. the former a round stone 
t- | building about sixty fect in Cinmeier,hav- 
IY jing stalls tor betwen thirty and torty 
i | horses, with all the most medern und use. 
ll} ful stable applinuces. The granary and] 
implement store house is of frame, com- 
¢}medlious, und well built. The blacksmith 
¢|sbop. the iufirmary fer horses, the fo dy 
S| ing Louse for the forty farm hands, pnd 
a} some minor structures complete the fist 
sof ceutval buildings. It was tliflien]t to 
r| realize that twelve months ago the sixty 
te) square miles conprisine the Bell farm bare 
r| uct onc token of man’s presence, Lear- 
t| ing the house it two o'eloek 1 went gfall 
with the major, and was astonished «nd 
delighted with the wonderful amount of 
work done and the large staff employed. 
The twenty sulky plows. which were 
agtin at work, formed a peculiaily inter- 
esting sight, A military regularity is ob-. 
served in theirmovements. They were | 
e | plowing cast and west, ench furrow being | 
amile in length. It took about tweaty 
tmainutes Lo Lraverse this breadth of land. 
Al exch turn men ane horses, ibrec hor. | 
sea to cach plow, rested for Aftéen mic- 
utes. Seeders and barrows were at work 
in other fields, aod on al! sides was to be : 
secu activity and orderly, orguuixed, sys-! 
tematic husbandry. I give a brief enum- 
evation of the stuff employed and the; 
WOrkK in progress: y 
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eress: 
Acres in crop this year.............5-- 4,000 


Acres plowed for next year’s crop...1,000 


Men employed.........ccccrsecssssiscioens 20 

Horses employed....eeeeccecrescccceene 105 
Sulky plows............0000. visxccpinee: «© OMA 
ELAIPOWS. 2 ccsenessseseenesessresssreerees AO! 
meeders (double)... ssc. 20] 


The scedera have a capacity for scert. . 
ing 160 acresa day, There arenow twen- ! 
ty frame and ttone cottages, each with 2 \ 
stable for three horses, ready for ocenpa-. 
tion. These cottages are well built, con- 
tain four rooms each, und are capable of} 
accommodating any average family. They 
are placed two or three on cach section. 
There will be cighty of these cottages 
built and occupied this time next year. 

The Qu’sAppelle Farming company. 
with $600,000 capital, argues that the 
|{ greater the farm the greater the propor: : 
tion of profit. Its land it secured fron| 
the Canadian Pacifle railroad grant nt 


F I 
"| 
>) $1.25 an acre, agrecing to have 25,000 nc-! 
b ! 
rf 


——r 


rea under crop within live years. The yal- 
; ne Of the Bell farm as anadvertising med- 
+} ium and vast agricultural experiment ean: 
not be too highlyestimated and as regards 
the Improvement of the country, it is 
within the mark to say that the work of 
the company will before September rep. 
resent thejaggregate improvements of at 
Icast 300 individual settlers after two 
ry years occupation. The company intends 
rs to sell in a few years the lands that they 


— 


te | 
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hjare now improving. The 60,000 acres 
+} Will be divided into farma of 218 acres 
| | each, of which two-thirds will always be 
}jimerop. The company expect to hare 4 
house and stable ou each 213 acres. The 
| | farms will be sold on long time at a low 
rate of interest, and at 4 moderate price. 
+} The company are now plantieg trees as 
Tapidly as possivle, and at no distant day; 
each rowd allowance wij) be « graceful \ 


avenue.” ° 


—— 
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1883 — June 16 — The Railway Times, Vol. 46, p. 615 — report on Lord Dunmore’s trip 


“Lord Dunmore has been making a tour of inspection in the Canadian North West in company 


with the manager of the Canadian Pacific Railway.” 
1883 — June 18 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 - Major Bellin Winnipeg, reports on harvest 


“PERSONAL — Major bell, of the Bell farm, arrived from the west last night, and reports harvest 
nearly over and the yield of wheat beyond their most sanguine expectations.” 


1883 — June 21 — Regina Leader — Indian Head - Testing the Fowler Steam Plow on Sykes Farm and comments on Bell 


Farm 


Fowler Steam Plow, possibly c.1900 210 kb 


(Source: https://www.gracesguide.co.uk/File:1m20110717Weet-FowletPI.jpg) 
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_ INDIAN HEAD, 


seeenge ae 


‘ 


Trial of the Fowler Steam Plow, 


; : i ae : iH 
| ~The Bell Farm. - 


ee Sa 
j From our own Correspondent, 

| Iwotas Heap, Jone 1.—-On Natunlay | 
jlasten the invitation of Mr. Sykea, of | 
the Sykes & Hughes farm, situated near | 
[Qa Appelle station, a number of ladies | 
and yenthiwen wecmbled tow itness a trial | 
Lof the Fowler Steam Plow iuiported by 
this fir from Englaml. Among thore | 
| present were Major and Mr. Bell; Mr, | 
Routledge, superintendent of the Bell | 
| Parus, Mr. Gonlen, Dominion Land | 
| Agett, Regina, Mr. Macdonald, Chief | 


i Pactor HOB. Came Mew Macdonald. | 


Mr. Mactougall, Mrs, Storrer Brown, and 
| Dy, Edwards, of Fort Qu’Appelle. The 
working of the plow was superintended | 
by Mr, Cameron, the manager of the 
farm, ard was pronounced by every one 
a grand success, Four plows were work- 
wleutting each a sed of 17 inches wide by | 
j-4 thes siesp. The length of the furrows | 
was half a mild, The plows are setin a) 
| heavy jot frameé and are five in number. 
Each firme has two sets of plows thus en- 
_abling it to be worked in opposite diree- 
tions withent turning. The set of plows | 
not in use is carried in the cir and when | 
lithe end of a furrow is reached those in 
| use are hoisted out of the ground and the 
ether set lowered. The plow is then ina 
| Jesition to resume its journey ina back- 
ward direction. The framé iff mounted 
| Spee two large wheels placed alout the 
centre, and is ateored Ly a man placed on 
| the plow frame. The plows are drawn by | 
| means af a wire cable attached to engines | 
on either side of a field which work alter — 
nately, and draw the plows to their re- 


laneetive sides of the fleld. Tho capacity ; 
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of the plow is from 30 to3 acres daily. 
Mr. Sykes was present during the day and © 
entertained his guests at luncheon and 
tea, after which all returned home | 
highly delighted with the day's pro- 
ceedings. It is not generally known 
that the biggest farm in the world © 
lies in this Province. The Bel! Farm is | 
| situated on the line of the C. P, R. about | 
| 40 miles east of Regina and extends for 9 | 
| miles along the railway and covers a tract 

| of land 10 miles square, in all G4,000 | 
‘acres, The Company took possession of | 
this large tract of prairie last season and 
immediately proceeded with work and al- 
| though their efforts were very much re 
' tarde owing to the uncertyinty of title te 
| some portions of tke tract there are now 
| under crop 3,000 acres, aml 70 buildings, 
cansisting of dwellings, stables, granerics, 
‘and implement sheds. About the centre 
of the farw and etie mile from Indian 
Head station are placed te main build. 
ings ‘These embrace the dwellings of the 
‘manager and 60 men, a stable for 40 
implement sheds, black 


hores. ernery. 
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\ wanith aml carriage shops, The staff. sta- 


“Lat present omplyyed consists of RE amen | 
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tioned here are principally used in culti- 
| vating the felds coutiguons to the main — 
buildings. The more distant parts of the 
| farm are supplied with very comfortable 
cottages which are cecupied by the mar, || 
ried emploves and their families who cul-_ 
tivate a «uantity of land adjacent te their 
reyective cottages, There are sume - 
—dwenty-ceven of these cottages already oc 
Loupied andwith their gantens—an sce is | 
1 bese aside fur this purpose at each onttage | 
| —give the country quite a settled ap — 
; | pearance. One of the many pleasing | 
sights to be seen on this monster fern is. 
the plowing. The furrows nm for tro) 
mild and a half from the sain avenue, | 
[enna in this work there arw f gang 
In. mle, 


and -100 heres, The town of Indian) 
| Heal presents a lively appearance. Build. | 


Part4 128 kb 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


ings are ging op in alldirections, Among | 
' there may b> mentione La large store 2021 0 
‘feet, «lange Intel, and buildings for the 
’ staff of the Lndian Department, now locat- 
edat Fort Qu'Appelle’ Mr, Osmand’s 

new building, 20x69 feet, is one of the. 
“finest hardware and furniture atures west 
of Brawn, and have the settloreim eb 

tain anythiie in this line gre taay require. 
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The Leader of 21 June 1883 carried an article 
regarding the testing of a Fowler steam plow on 
the Bell farm at Indian Head. The plow itself 
consists of a frame with two wheels on which the 
reversible moldboards were mounted. It cut 17- 
inch wide furrows up to 4 inches deep. The 
system consists of the plow and two steam 
engines, one situated on each side of the area to 
be plowed. The plow was pulled back and forth 
across the area by means of cables attached to 
winches mounted under each of the engines. A 
detailed description of the engines and their 
operation was provided in Sykes, page 13. This 
account would suggest that the demonstration 
was actually not on the Bell farm. 


The Fowler steam plow system, manufactured in 
England, was widely used for plowing on large 
estates there. Many examples have been restored 
for demonstrations at farm machinery rallies 
there but this is the only reference to their use in 
Canada which has been located. It would 


(Source: John Sled: “Lumsden: A Snapshot of a Prairie Community, 1901”, 2020, Appendix E, p. 8) 
1883 —June ___- William Pearce, Inspector of Dominion Lands, visits Bell Farm to discuss matter of squatters. 


Letter from Pearce to A. Walsh, Commissioner of Dominion Lands, dated 31 Oct. 1883, Winnipeg — Annual 
report for Dept of the Interior, 1883 — “Part 1, Page 3: 


“In June, Indian Head was visited in connection with the case of the squatters on the Bell Farm.” 
1883 — no date — E-mail from Michelle Cabana about Fowler and other farm equipment: 


From: michelle cabana, Saskatoon 
Sent: September-10-12 11:55PM Subject: Re: Farm Equipment 


Hi Frank 
I'll send anything along that | see in regards to farm equipment. 


. And that same year Major Bell felt the Americans made the best farm equipment 
(Deering of Chicago) but put in an order for Canadian made binders by 1884 when the prices became 
more competitive. I'll keep an eye out for more detailed information. Michelle 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


1883 — June 25 — Winnipeg Free Press: A Gigantic Farm — the Rambler was Richard Waugh (1832-1908) 


A GIGANTIC FARK. 
Operations are Carried on by the As this farm is the property of a joint 
wea appelte Farming Company. stock company it may be ax well aes to 
BRoavview, June 21, 1&3 — * You ret tust | neither hold one cents 


, a 

the Bell Farm,” had been sald worth of stock (and do not know whether 
mapa times that the other day, there are any sbares purchasable or not), 
dt invited by @ frieud tu accompany nor have | any interest direct or indirect 
itm to the piace, 1 at once accepted the in what is called cracking up or booming 
invitation sud itis only fairtoway that | the place. I simply piace on record 
ent full of pre vs and misglvingsa— iy impressions as a Globe trotter, of what 
Jor in my various wanderings I have seen I must here way ie without doubt the most 
so wany so-called “Model Farms,” and in business-like attempt at farming on a 
ajmont every case eh found err ie hay sate I have seen in any partof tho 

ti aythings, that wor : 
ly tnteres et Pivininge calculated to cause Probably, as I believe, 8 good deal of in- 
Se tw take uuy Geep iuterest in the terest was taken by the general public in 
place. 1! tully thought that 1 the undertaking when the company was 
should see a lot of experimental “Gim first formed and the land secured, 
ks,” und meet With @ manager quite as much, or as many, of the - 
}to the brun of theoretical “Mechian’ lars may be known by your readers as | 
ideas of model farnung, but, as instead of am in possession of myself; therefore | 
all this 1 teuud @ real tari, with the work shall contine myself singly to a description 
carried ou iu @ real farming workmanlike (as far as 1 am able) of the place itwelf and 
manner, With every attention paid to the buxivess- like organization of itn work- 
every money-making and money-saving ing. The Bell Farming Company have 
detail attended to. Perhaps a few particu- ten square miles of | en-b.uc in the 
jJary aa lo this undertaking may not be un- distriet of Qu'Appelle, the headquarters 
interesting to your re.wiers—more particu- ef their operations being cay half ao 
larly ax undoubtediy now it is the farm of mile distant from the Indian Head Sta- 
the North ext tue where else could 4,000 tion, ou the C. P. R.. on the north side of 
acresin one Link be seen under cultiva- the line, nix sections of their property be- 


tion in this territory; aud if ing on tbat side and four on tne south. 
dream of the enterpr manager is real. Farming at presentis only carried on on 
ized he will have in 1287 JU,0U0 acres of the north side, and the  numer- 
wheat growing inove huge teld, and so oun buildings on the estate’ form 


make Indian Lead cage pag perhaps, very prominent features in the landscape 
Lhe yreat show Assinibuia, if not as seen by the traveier per rail from tne 
of the Duminion of Canada. ae East. _ vi ; 
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The head station, or manager's 


the residence of Major Bell, is 
from the railway depot an avenue 
ef young trees. were 


miles in le and the trees are ted 
Sethi "fice twelve feet PO gaa The 


yet it is utterly devoid of any ornamenta- 
tion; pectab 


Now for farm ieulars: 2.800 


pany's own teams. ing waa done at 
the rate of 400 acres per ddy and com- 
menced of April. There are 


E 
E 
z 
i 
: 
Pose 


present there are em edon the faria 93 
men—7s being “ibe ach aud 20 mechan- 
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be- 
bungrily and y bought upat 
price from $100 to each, and Indian 
ead iis likely to be one of the most flour- 
ne. oyuere the whole line veces 
inipeg Regine. as besides the 
in the p eardincalls taunlty 1 feta 
é€ pure community—Indian 
Head isa distributing railwa Saute for 
an immense district of some i the richest 
land in the whole Dominion, and there is 
not a vacant section within twenty miles. 
Indian Head ia bound to go ahead. 
I should have aaid that the 
‘and stables on the farm are the most com- 
yet9 gel of the kind I have seen in 
lariean sd nd 
ape and econom epace inthe 
most wonderful manner, is quite worth 


while in itself 
haf seeias to poland oe 


zrviul i iq 
entying es n my lara inward. 


in this company, and al! 
thanking the g; ie ied sealer 7! 
manager, Major Bal, and fhe" athe aod 


wishes and with fui] chabdence ke it 
success. _ RAaMOULER. s 
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- timates his yield of wheat in August will 


The land actually under cultivation is 
divided into 40 small 


barn and stable, and the man resident éu 


ant. These farm ro who for the 
most are married men, have not only good 
substantial houses provided for them, bnt 
receive fuel, and have besides 35 dollars a 
month wages, which w are paid punc- 
tually on the 20th of each month in cas 
(no “Tommy shop” or farm store on the 

lace) and have further one acre of ground 
for hort apaay purposes allowed them 
each. 

The manager, not to be to sanguine, es- 


be, at the lowest, say 20 bushels to the 
acre, and is satisfied that the raising will 
not cost more than 40 cents per bushel, 
and the whole system upon which the 
place is worked, and the clear, simple and 
concise plan on which the books are kept, 

ther with the pe page attention to 
details in every particularof ma ment, 
would seem to make any miscalculation gl- 
most impossib'e. Nothing about this place 
is theoretical but very severely prac- 
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1883 — June 28 — Brooks mentions that Major Bell owns the Indian Head townsite 


“| will remain here, as there is a first class opening here ere and | know | can do well. Bell has 


Oi 


the townsite and some first class buildings are going up... . ‘ 
1883 — June — no exact date — William and Mary Thomson arrive from Scotland to work on Bell Farm 


“William Thomson . .. came to Canada in the spring of 1883 ... [and worked near Grenfell]. 
Mrs. [Mary Jane] Thomson with three children and her sister Agnes [Scott] arrived from 
Scotland in June of that year, and Mr. Thomson got work on the Bell farm at Indian Head, and 
took his family there, where they lived in one of the cottages built for the hired help. ... Mary 
was born in Indian Head on May 5, 1885.” (Source: Laura Black, family history, p.1. In an 
Interview with Helen Morrison, Jan. 7, 2020, Laura also mentioned that her grandmother - Mary 
Jane [Scott] Thomson - worked as a dairy maid on the Bell Farm.) 


1883 — June 3 — Letter from Dewdney to Macdonald — brickmaking at Indian Head & Regina 
“Brick is bring made at Indian Head & yards are expected to be started here shortly.” 
1883 — June 21 — Regina Leader, p. 4— Major Bell, Archie Macdonald and Capt. French to Qu’Appelle district 
“LOCAL. Mr. Archie Macdonald, Captain French and Major Bell are out for the Qu’Appelle district.” 
1883 — July 5 — Regina Leader, p. 3 — Major Bell appointed Justice of the Peace 
1883 — July 5 — Regina Leader, p. 4— “Indian Head” — Dominion Day and Brick Yard operation details 


Article mentions the following people who were entertained by Major and Katherine Bell — to 
be added to the Bell Farm Visitors list: 


e Rev. Mr. Cooper 

e Mr. Perley, Wolseley 

e Mrs. Macdonald, Fort Qu’Appelle 
e Mrs. Brown, Fort Qu’Appelle 

e Dr. Dodd, Broadview 


—_ — ere ee 
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1883 — July 6 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 7 — Winnipeg Stock Exchange — first entry for Qu’Appelle Valley Framing 
Company (Bell Farm). 


“One Hundred shares Qu’Appelle Valley Framing Company were offered at 75 per cent 
premium on the paid up capital.” 


es 
MONEY AND TRADE} 


FINANCIAL. 


—- 


‘Tho 


VEOTATICN= 
Par 


Value. Rellcrs, Buyers. 
‘Tel Rivor and Assici- Ce — 


hoipe Gatige Co..... 100 adeese 
Suskatchowen Cont = 
> ae ee |. | 75 ee 
Arivle Mining Ca..... lop ly axeeae 
Wihuniiws Congoliilat. 
ed Gold Mining Co.. 85 pages 
The Manitoba Curtage 
and Warohousing Co. 106 | ete { 
Tae Winvipes and 
Western Trans. (o,. ® 109 eve |! 
— NerthwestNaviga- . 
SS «RS ca eae mre 
The Matutieba and ” ssid 
_Nortawett Loan Co.. 100 123 m0 
Tue Manitobn Inrevat- ae 
iInent Asspciation.,.. 100 st. rein 
Cumin Pacitie Land 
Grant bonds........., 100 i” 106 
Jrwal North west Bulld- 
ing ani LounCo.,.... 102 sineea 
The Dufferin Park As- ’ 
&oclativn, ‘* _* seeee Tt ‘reer , “i 
The Manitola Turf 


SER Wns pndmad eneesecey. .ee Jadkane 60.00te 
Oris biindred shares Qu'Appolle ValieyFarm-;| ¢ = 
ttt Guipany Were Olfered al 75 per cent pre- 
i 


miwen ob the paid up enpitel, 
1883 — July 7 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 9 — Major Bell running in NWT Council election 


“QU’APPELLE DISTRICT. The candidates are Major Bell, Mr. Jackson and Mr. McArthur. On 
Monday evening a very good meeting was held at Indian Head, at which Major Bell, Mr. 
Jackson, Mr. Davin and Mr. Perley spoke.” 


1883 — July 9 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Bell among NW Council election candidates 


“NORTHWEST COUNCIL — The Names of Candidates in the Field. There are three elections yet 
to be held for the purpose of electing representatives to the Northwest Council, which meets 
in Regina August 29 (20?). The following is the list: Broadview District. ..... Qu’ Appelle 
District -The candidates here are Major Bell, Mr. Jackson, and Mr. McArthur. Regina District . . 


n” 
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1883 — July 11 — Letter Dewdney to Macdonald — Bell vs Jackson election report 


a“ 


Jackson is running for N.W. Council - - Bell of the Bell Farm opposing him. It will be a 


tight contest & | fear the squatting element will be against Bell. | have written Sir Hector to 
ask him to write Archbishop Taché to support Bell. The Half Breed vote will be a very strong 


one. 


a“ 


1883 — July 11 -— Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 3 — Bell speaks during candidates debate for NWT election 


NORTHWEST ELXOCTIONS. 


The Contest ot Cu’Appelle—Mecting at 


sop-we. 
[Special Corse pondence of the srn.] 
Fonr WeArrcrris, July 8.—By seven 
o'clock on Saturday, the Tth inst, quite a 
goodly assemidy of the electors oF Qu'Ap- 


-- 


pelle district took place on the shady side, 


bia store in the village of “*Ra-tep-we,” 


which is situsted at the rout of the Qnu'Ap- * 


pelle lakes. The sttemduace of the hat:- 


breeds of the valley was especially large. I: , 


tnay be meutionee that the Ralfi-breed vores ; 


in the counny election will be 2 moat impor- 
tut Tuctor. 

The camirdates. Mro McArthur, Major 
Bellsud Mr, Jackson, were present aud 


. severaliv addressed the meeting, Mr. Lau- 


der oecupied the cheir, Sir. MeArihvr 
apoke trot. and ina few hestiating wad lan. 
words informed the meeting that he had re 

tired in favert Majer BTL During the 


day rumor had it that such an event was un - 
the tapis, yet the public annyencement towk ° 


many by surptise, McArthur having bees 
pecally chosen by the squatters on the 


more correctly the Qu’Appelle + 


Valley ) tu oppose - Bell, wv is 
the manager of the - Atthe conelusion 


of MeArtiur’s weak remarks —he musthave , 


posed a& “*naauraise quart dv heure’—as 
Juany Were the crive cf ‘turncoat,’ ‘'rene- 
gade," ke., that accompiasted him to his 
seus. 


We next had Major Bell. This gentle- + 


maninay be 4 very good man in his way, ' 


bez he certainly is nor 4 success as a public 
speaker. Notwithstanding his copious 
nutes, his speech was very bald, and was 
remarked only for what he did not say. 


+ trict as a represuutietive asthe council. This 


, next, to strike a telling Liow tu the Cetri- 
‘ment ofthe Bell party. He said that no 


t 
I 
! 
| 
) with Gov. Dewdnuey ag ringunaster. 


« fe eo? 

Mr. Jackson followed. Mow, Mr. Jack- ! 
gou fea good ypeaker. All the points that 
hia opponent, Majer Bell, had apparently 
feared vo tackle, he boldly seized apd gave 
his views thereon to the satisfaction of the | 
ineeting, Accusations that his opponent ! 
and friends had made he refuted, and in ! 
sume instances caused to rebound on their | 
heads. hat he carried the feeling of the 
neeting with bin, was evident frum the 
uutset. 

A Mr. Ebberts was then invited to oay 
something. ‘fhis guntlenian is the on | 
ary of the company of which his frieiud 

Bell is the nunaging director. Mr. 
Ebberts spoke welland at length in favor [ 
vi the candidate Bell, In the course of the | 
speech many passages of arms took place 
between hunself aii Jackson on uertiuns 
imposed unnecessarily iate the matter, and 
furtigu to the polis at issue. Mr, Eiberts 
also. unfortunately fer him, made use of the 
arguement that ss Mr. SJachson was neta 
friend of Governor Dewdney, he would, 
were he returned, prove ef no use to the dis- 


Wis unwise, as it inferred that the council 
as itis now composed is but a huge riny, 


Yhis point allowed Mr. lerley, who spoke 


argument could be weaker, as it wus uni- 
versally acknowledged that nothing was 
more beneficial to the legislative bodies, 
than a ‘healthy opposition, whereby things 
were kept at better level. Mr. Perley 
comes from: Wolseley, and wound up an un- 
commoulyfZoud speech by stating thav erery 
voter from tis district woukl plump for 
Jackson. ITinust say that Mr. Ebberts in 
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iJackson. Iinust say that Mr. Ebberts in 
| attempting to Letter 8 cause paid 
‘but a poor complement te the intelligence 
land integrity of the present crown nontinees 
-t of the council. 
| «Acting ona remark dropped by Mr. Eb- 
| berts im lis speech, with reference to the 
, old custom that obtained in Western On- 
i tario at elections, that is to say, by a shuw 
fof hands at similar meetings, Mr. Jackson 
lat this point came forward and 
| requested his supporters to step to one side, 
| whereupon ouly about 23 were found te 
| remain to Bell and of this number 
: two-thirds came from Indian Head, the town 
on the . The half-breeds te a man 
| were Jacksonians. From the result of this 
! aud previous meetings Maior Bell stands no 
| chance of being retucned and he will no j 
| doubt see the fitness of retiring from such] 
} un unegual contest. Mr. Jackson will then, | 
+ on the day of election, be put in by acclam- | 
; mation. Nothing could be more damaying } 
| to Major Bell’s successful canvassing than 
{ that he comes before the people uuder the ; 
auspices of Governor Dewdney, who is the j 
*“bete-noir" of the North wester. { 


— ooo 
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1883 — July 12 — Regina Leader, p. 4 — Spaniels at the Bell Farm 
“LOCAL: Major Bell has a fine kennel of spaniels.” 
1883 — July 19 — Regina Leader, p. 4 - Bell Farm visitors: “A Winnipeg Party” 


“A WINNIPEG PARTY. In the elegantly equipped palace car “Assiniboine,” of the C.P.R., a 
merry party of Winnipeggers made a trip over the Western division of the road last week. The 
party consisted of Capt. and Mrs. Howard, Mr. and Mrs. A.F. Eden, Mr. and Miss C.J. Brydges, 
Mr. and Mrs. F.H. Brydges, Mr. Sedley Blanchard, Miss Blanchard and Misses Jane and Maud 
Blanchard, Miss Hurd, and Messrs. Rice, Howard, W.F. Blanchard, J.H.R. Wainwright, Wm. 
Allan, Everts and Power. They stopped a short time at Indian Head to inspect the Bell Farm, in 
which some of the parties are directors. From thence they went to Moosejaw and returned to 
Regina on Sunday morning, where they spent the day. The day was anything but desirable for 
the excursionists to get a good view of our embryo city, but not withstanding the unauspicious 
weather many of them did considerable driving about. Government House was visited during 
the day. They left for the metropolis at 11 p.m.” 


1883 — July 19 — Manitoba Daily Free Press — p, 5 — “The Bell Farm: Farming on a Large Scale” - based ona visit by the 
reporter on Saturday, 14 July, 1883. 
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THE BELL FARM, 


a ————_ 


How Farming on o Large Seale in 
Carricd on. 


Mou Anteresting Notes Abort the 
Biggest Farm in Cunada, 


A correspondent sends us the following 
accountota visit to the Farm at 
Judian Head, which will no doubt prove 
of mach interest Lo our readers: 

im Saunrday last I had an opportunity 
of visiting: the farm and spent the day tu 
driving over it and inspecting Lhe various 
operations in progress. 1¢ is situated in 
‘Townships [* and 1 in Ranges 12, 13 and 
tt west or the second principal meridian, 

liis ubont ten miles square and con- 
tains inal) 56,800 acces, The school sec. 
fioms, bwo or three Hudson Bay sections, 
and the land occupied by three setclers, 
ure within the square of tep inijes—all the 
rest belong to the Beil Farming ‘the 
lurtu js owned by acompany waich has a 
eapital of Su0u,0u0, of which $100,400 has 
Lean iywued an paid up stock, sud the 
boisace held in Canada and England and 
apeo which 35 percent has been already 
called up. 

The various squatters who had camped 
upon parts of tins farm have atl been set- 
ted with, except in one’ case. ‘The land 
was pavehased from the Government at 

SL. an acre: from the C. P. R. Co, at cheir 
oid rule of $2.50 peracre witha rebate of 
utte half for all land broken (except within 
the tmnile belt, for which $0.00 an acre was 
cauqzed), and a few sections tron the HL. 
u. Company. Last year the company, 
which is managed by Major Beil. aad C, 
WwW. Routledge, 
WKOKE AWOTT SSW) ACRES, 


OO ow ws bee Ee ee 


a 


ne See ee ee 
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W. Routledge, 

: BROKE AnOrT J S0U ACRES, 
ac. now have «a growing crop of |,0)0 
acres of wheat, and L.Suvv acres of onts. 
They are now busily at work breaking 
new land, and willcomplete the breaking 
this year of 6,000 acres, ond will thos 
have about 1,500 acres of Jand ready for 
seed next spring. The lund is a veep. 
surcly loam, having a few stcnes upon it 
whinn will be clearetl olf and used fer the 
vrection, as far as oe will go. of the 
carve amount of buildings which the 
cuutpany is puttiog up, 

‘hey have, about the concre of the 
farm, 2 stone building, nwo stories high, 
out eovered with a tin roof, which is 4+ 
jert bya, and coatains cighteen rooms 
an) LWo pantries, with a large dry colke, 
A esund stone stable hus been duit, 64 feet 
oy) dinimeter, with stalls for thirty-four 

.orses, and in the upper story has room 
foraixty tons of bay wd 3,04) bushels of 
oatn, Conveniontly provided with shoots 
ond appliances to save manuel labor. 
Ajsua ermnary and store house, built of 
wood inthe shape of a cross, cach arm 
eto 100 feet by 46. [t has two floors, 
vm wooden annexes have been acide, 
which lurgely add to the capacity of the 
iuiiding. Thereareaiso two wooden houses 
fos the men, each 32 feet by 26, and 
sitn comfortable sleeping: fAccommodsa- 
tien for 17 men in cavh. There are also a 
Sincksmiths shop, a carpenters shop,a 
horse infirmary, dog kennel, iee house, 
ant henery. There is also a kitchen gar- 
(ign promising a larue crop of vegetables, 
Alt the buatldings thua far mentioned are 
~ rd the main farm house. The company 
ave alse building 
A NUMBER OF COTTAGLS 
oir three statied stables of which about 
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ace luo building 
A NUMBER OF COTTAGES 


ive rooms allon the same sor. 


*onvolle aeres of land 


wonached to it for a 


figs 
THE TOME oy 235 vaMihtes 


THT he TR Tati ous. The campany 


euc three stated stables of which abour 
“art now finished, andit is intended to 
uve dO in allcompeted this year. They 
are heing built of stone picked off the 
famiasfaras they will go and the bal- 
ance, Which will be a good deal the largest 
number, of wood. Each cottage contains 


cotlages cost about 450 each, and’each 4 
stali stable, about $120. [bt is intended to 
ac on Duilding these cottages and stables 
Intil w tutal of 253 of each is completed. 
They are so located that each cottage will 
attached to it 
which is one third ofa section, one mile 
s;nure. Each vottage bus an acre of land 
garden. Yhe inten- 
tion, Which so far ts being successfully 
carried out, is to fill these cottazes with 
parsons exnploycd upon the farm, and 
the end of 5 years, to give the ovcupnnts 
she preference to purchase213 acres and the 
heildings upon it, with the land broucht 
pto Successful cultivation, at prices 
ty he then determined upon and at lonz 
icttas of payment. A good many English 
smiuranrts wre already lecatedin these cot- 
ingen and give every Hope and promise of 
eccoming owners In fue cle valuable farm 
vithin the next few years. If this pian, 
whish is now being stccessfully buvapur- 
eced, id varried owt, as seems to be alinost 
rersiin, the Bell farm. will ultimately 


setiind upon cultivated farms which they 


Fine tet 
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Py ST we Rah bio stetekr eerie Jee xe eae lel 
ected, fa uarvied owt, 1s seers to be almost | 
resatin, the Bell farm: will ultimately 
ng ° 

TQ WOME ov 235 vaMintes 
wiecl upon cultivated farms which they 
soon be the owners of in fee. 
There ore at presnt upon che farm Loo 
horses, U2 Wagons, 35 ploughs, JG harrows, 
>} seeders, 24 self-binders, 3 mowing ma- 
1S tnd 5 steam threshers. Lhe whole 
“i Je work is bein done by horaga, there 
“eis pritheroxen or mulesupon the farm, 
\\ present 2 teamimters ure employed, alav 
» arpenters,] blacksmith, 2 stable : 


i +ol,i gardener, and 12 laborers, who 
ave probably only likely to be temporarily 
ecmfoyed at least in part. Those men 
‘who occnpy cottages have them rent free 
ire supplied with fuel and are pnid 
“+ amonth. They board themselves 
-b¢ meu whe are not at present supplied 
with entlages live in the two houses near 
‘he Tannin lurm house, and receive $45 a 
conth and their board. There are at pres- 
viet “pon the farm one bull, twenty-two 
cows, and fourteen calves, There are no 
sSivepand no pigs. Thereis a suppiy of 
veroct fuel on the company’s land sulticieat 
© 6st for tive years. It costs $1 2 cord to 
tar and stack it, aiutitx cost delivered at 
voyh eoitage on the main farm building 
2 be about $2.50 a cord. 
ics THE WATER SIOPLY 1] 
«hardly at present in a sacistactory state. 
Water can be provured for rach “eden hy | 4 
sinking a weil from twenty to forty feet. 
-. pizutiful supply will ydon procured 
ior she main buildings by drawing excel- 
“int water by pipes trom’a lake, and mak- 
ing 2 reservoir in avoulee which is con- |} 
yeniently situated for the purpose. 

The land upon which the present year's 
crops have been sown was broken, but not 
backset, the seed being scattered upon the 
~o after being well harrowed. One field 
ef U0 acres of Wheat. the jirst sown, is. 
well headed out, but the straw is short.ow- | | 
ing iovery dry weather. Within the last 
few days copious rains have fallen (extend: 
ing, Lo ray own personal knowledge, all the 
wey from Winnipeg to Moose Jaw). | | 
“hese raims ha‘e vreatiy benefited the 
erowins eron= all over the country, and | 
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— deal ‘ Sti qfford good | a 
wey from Ww lnnipeg to Moose’ Jawi, | ¢ Moose Jaw} nunipeg to Moose’ Jaw, | ¢ ceeiue poe 7. igs | worthy 


' 
rowing coops all over the country, and 
‘rom accurate measurement the SOU acre 
vlad in the Bell farm showed a gain 

i 
| 


These rains ha‘e A y benefited the 1 of serious consideration w Sahesoeny ¢ 
1 || mot be desirable toraisestoch,w ~ andi 3 
1 —- ready sale at good pres, + | t 
“ah ath of upwards of one inch and a haif thus avoid putting all the eggs ey ery Ye. ' an 


into one hasket. A severe hoif ‘storm 
ej)or a very early frost might —_ hs 
year ie camees ‘the = farm 

1% was vast wheat tid 1. 
whereas Nalt Pot it raisin eattle | fas 
would greatly diminish any sneli seriou's | 

possible loas. It would certainly be wise’! < 
to have a large number of pigs on the Ke 
farm. ‘They would cost very lit tle to feed |'3 
on sucha farm, and would’ undoubtedhy 
be a yery profitable investment. ‘The 
station at Judian Head is on the com- | 1m 


ithin 21 hours after the rain had ceasod 
vA ‘fatl, T have 3 saraple of wheat growing 
i ear Virden, which was pulled on Saturday 
‘ast, and measures upwards of three feet 
it height and well headed out. 
THE 11 AURES OF WHEAT 
on the Bell farm sown on ground which 
which was broken bat not backset, will, 
frora resent appearanrcas yield an avert, 
of y 20 bushels to the acre, two bus 
cls were sown to each acre. It is believed 


ceR 


mae oe re Sr ae 2 


Manitoba this yours but -frora the 
very large area of land now being pratt 
under cultivation there ough be a 
vory considerable quantity of whilst to 
~end away next year along the line of the 
C. P.R. between the second and third 
peincipal meridians. It is the intention of 
the Bell Farming Company to let one 
third of their land lic fallow every year, 
after a certain lapse of time, soas aot to 
unduly exhaust the soil, The company 


¢ charges of avery kind, after the ears | b 
reach Thunder Bay till the grain is deliy- | r 
ered im the harbor of ontreal, will 
probabiy be about 2cents.a bushel. Fhe | M 
price to be charged for transporting the | a 
4 grain by railway from Indian Head co | te 
4 Thunder Hay will therefore have « most | w 
important bearing upon the_ profit to 
d t | Meurue to the ow nera of the Bell. Parw 
wheat. e\ 

» ii! have spent by the end of this year } in irom rox Sewage gl b decnertetben 
ABOeT $250,000 $/terprise in this country, and everybody | w 
_ and if they carry out all the plans de- { | must earnestly hope thut it will be as 
-eribed in this paper, they will have ex- | fy | successful as ity beyt triendy desire. hi 


agen aot Guy ts Fears hence $500,000 | « ke} Allthe machinery used on the fayne ie | ix 


of Americau manufacture. The menagers | oi 
divtelon ~~ ae y ly} Btate that they have found by experience | 


4 

bei 8 
eld ofeuoxt ears eit be Bal res ’ if pany’s Jand, who own the town site, No; Cy 
nobly le: "ai ‘the oate growing this purt of the turm is more than ubout six [ ti 
vear w. lhe ed for the use of the|« || miles from the raiiway station. It iy in- | o7 

farm, The 82,000 busbels of wheat ex-|] || tended to thresh the grain in the ficldy, 
pected to be garnered this year will be t. and transport it direct from the machine | tlt 
req aquired for seeding _ — deol ne ' M4 to the w mg - ee station, 3 
rroun 

ewe gue ig 5 a eaeaigy ©} is about 750 miles from ‘Thunder Bay. The | ¥ 
There is no prospect of any wheat being: ‘ ®!costot growing and delivering wheat at | Ir 
exported from any point outside of|¢ "| the railway station, takiug an average of | cq 
tl be years, will probably be 50 cents a bushel, | di 

ci 

y 


a 


gt ear 


that American agricultural implements °C 

sage pape Lira gaeripenags, %} ave better for prairie work than those ! i 
At the west end of the farm the coun bg | sade in ara Canela. 1 
‘comes rather rolling and has a gud ‘a he nade in Kus N 


Poe eee oe ee eee ee le ee 
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1883 — 21 July — “Life and Labour in the Far, Far West”, by W. Henry Barneby — 


During their tour, the following group of men stopped off at the Bell Farm: W.H. Barneby, Mr. R. Jaffray (a 
director of the Midland of Canada Railway Company) and Mr. Mackenzie of Toronto; Mr. Davies (son-in-law to 
Mr. Cox, Pres of Midland of Canada Railway); Col. Arthur Trefusis Heneage Williams, M.P. for Port Hope and his 
son Victor; Mr. Bath; Arthur Mitchell, brother-in-law to Barneby. Includes some new comments about life at the 
Bell Farm, including reference to the men sleeping on the train, as Major Bell’s new hotel was then under 
construction; also accommodating 105 wagon-horses in a large stable (barn); poor water at the Bell Farm; and 
being served breakfast by Mrs. Bell. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORY. 
Agriculture between Winnipeg and Marquette—Scotch Settlers—Portage la 
Prairie—Brandon—Virden—A Visit from the Poliee—The One-mile 
Belt—Tree Planting—A Prairie Sunset—Moon-rise on the Prairio— 
Indian Head—A Drive to Fort Qu’Appelle—A Field of ‘Twelve Hundred 
Acres—Farming in Minnesota and in the North-West compared—A 
Sottler’s Story, 
We left Winnipeg by the 7.30 a.m. train on the 
following morning, July 20th, in the Midland of 
Canada railway official car, vid Canadian Pacifie Rail- 
way, on our expedition to the North-West Territory ; 
our party consisting of Mr. Jaffray, and Mr, McKenzie, 
of Toronto; Mr. Davies; Colonel Williams, M.P., 
and his son Victor; Mr. Bath; Mitchell, and self. 


Three other gentlemen had arrived from Toronto to 


join the party, but one was taken ill and could not - 


move, so the other two stayed with him; and I believe 
intend, if possible, to join us later, up the track. We 


were told that two of them were influential bankers. — 


Of course there was a notice in the newspapers of their 
arrival at Winnipeg. On leaving the town the railway 
track struck out at once over the open prairie, and we 
were surprised to find that for twenty-five miles there 
were no signs of corn cultivation, which seems a sad 
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ocean sunset—which, to those who have seen one, will 
be enough to convey what a beautiful sight it is; bat, 
glorious as it was, our admiration was subsequently 
quite as much excited by the moon-rise. 

We arrived at Indian Head about 11.30 p.m., and 
shortly afterwards all retired for the night, making use 
of the Midland of Canada railway car as our sleeping 
quarters. Mr. Jaffray insisted on giving up the “ state 
bed-room” to Mitchell and myself. It was a little room 
used as a sleeping-room on the car, and was really very 
comfortable indeed. The other members of our party 
slept in the car itself, beds being made up there by 
Marsh (the attendant), on sofas and chairs, It was a 
great luxury having the car; for, as far as we could 
learn, there was no suitable sleeping accommodation to 
be had at Indian Head, though an hotel is now being 
built there by the Bell Farm Company. 

We were not very warm when we woke the next 
morning, for we had had one large window open all 
night, and discovered that the ventilators had been 
open as well; and the weather really was quite cold. 
However, thanks to my coat and rug, I had managed 
to keep pretty snug. We were soon on the move, 
for Major Bell, of Bell Farm (about one and a half 
miles off), had come to invite us all to breakfast; and it 
was settled that we should afterwards drive straight on 
to Fort Qu’Appelle, twenty miles farther, and remain 
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THE NORTH.WEST TERRITORY. 209 
208 LIFE AND LABOUR IN THE FAR, FAR WEST, 


River Valley, he said that the latter was the best in 
Canada, and the soil there much deeper and newer than 
here, and capable of being worked for a long time 
without manure; but the crops there were about three 
weeks behind those in this part of the North-West : 
(312 miles west of Winnipeg), though here the soil was | 
much older and harder, and could only be worked for 
a limited time without artificial assistance. As far as 
T could judge, I preferred the Red River soil to this; and 
besides, later in the day, I was given to understand 
that there is a great difficulty in obtaining a good 
supply of water at Bell Farm, and that in point of fact 
a well has been sunk to a great depth there without 
any successful result. 
At the time of our visit Mrs. Bell did the honours 
of a very good breakfast of eggs and bread-and-butter, 
after which we set off in two waggons (one drawn by 
mules, the other by horses), for Fort Qu’Appelle; our 
route being over the open prairie, and for the first five 
or six miles perfectly flat, then gradually more undu- 
lating, until eventually we came to a much more thickly- 
wooded country, partly covered with brushwood about 
twelve feet high. I should think it ought to be a 
¢apital district for duck and prairie fowl, for there 
to be a great many small ponds about, and 
were to be seen on almost all of them. 


_ We stopped to speak to a settler who had come into 
° 


there a night. We set off accordingly in two vehicle: 
and before breakfast went round the farm-bui 
&e. This land belongs to a Company, and Majo 
Bell is the manager. They took up 56,000 acres of 
open prairie, and commenced operations only a year ago. 
Major Bell has already a good dwelling-house and out- 
buildings erected, an avenue of trees planted, and a 


large stock of implements ready to hand. It is his 
intention to break up 7,000 acres during the present 
year. We saw a field of 1,200 acres, two miles lon 
being ploughed, the team having to traverse 
distance before turning. ‘Two trips are made in 
morning and two in the evening (feeding-time coming 
between), so that the horses have to make good time ii 
order to reach the feeding-trough at the proper novi 
They plough seventy acres a day, using no steam 
- power, only horses, of which Major Bell must Leagil L 
great many, for we saw a stable for waggon-horses 
to hold no less than 105; and the loft was la 
enough to contain 100 tons of hay, The stable 
round, and substantially built of stone. We notic 
one 1,200-acre field of wheat. We were told ag 
here that harvest would commence towards the end 0! 
August. 
Major Bell had farmed at one time in Minnesota 
but said he preferred the North-West. In drawing a 
comparison between the land here and that in the Red 
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THE GLOBE AND GOVERNOK 
0 pEWDNEY, 
The * own” correspondent of the Te- 
‘tonto Globe in Winnipeg writes to that 
journal a Lotter in which he states flirt that 
‘unless he is yrosly misinformed, the use- 
fulness of the mounted lolice in being nou 
‘tralized by the “extraontinary conduct” of 
Mr, Dowduoy, seoondly, that the way thi 
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1883 — July 26 — Regina Leader, p. 2 —a long anecdote about Dewdney, Bell and Alcohol 


Llovesnar Territory to mak his nde | 
vice about their tights to Thole claima, he 
atongly udvised them to get off as rapnelly 


congtable ia ever wut to coamine the onl 
of travellers to the North. West wale in 
uniform. The deseription of “the fren: 
of the Governor,” to whom these very 
ommunicative young men "appealed — 
mark “appealed,” evideuthy knowing hi 
power by intuition answers to nobody in 
the North-West but Major Dell, of the 
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1883 — July 26 — Regina Leader, p. 4 - Group of British travellers visit the Bell Farm (more new names for Bell Farm 
Visitors listing). 


<< — | aor eee, ——- - a>-qrawee 
River 

A DISTINGUISHED PARTY. [7208 wry hin tas 

er peg-—which would compare — favorably 


with any laud they had seen, After leay- 
The Views of Englishmen on | in a stopped at Fndinn Head 


wid visitor 
Country. 
the C4 THE WELL FARM. 


Up to the present thing seemed to 

On Me Rd . werehant. | |, have buen (lone to deve ope it to the ut 

Colonel Will a most, The progress made was very great. 

Hope, with the follow gentlemen Mr, Mitchell- 1 was ustonished at the 
| 


; of eg _ Crops. « 
Court, Hereforishire, Mr, A.C, Mitehell |). Mr. Bath — [specially the 1200 gare 
of The Ridge, Wiheiive, Pee. Albert Heal | es ap omer: ROU . 
sceretary of t mat t MY, continued, expressing or 
the of he v his own behall and tat of the 2, Sarat 


Varwers Alliance, Mr. W 
their sense of the kindn they had ve- 
PMackensie of the Land # | | \oeived from Major aid Mra. Holl. 


carity Company of Tormmio, Bir, A hey next went 
Hallway, Petertenongh 'Y next went to 
— iiinne arrived in» FORT QU APTELLE, 
wat 


: | | Here they found that the population had 
Lig: hey poy the La os ail, yreatly Tedanaand within the last few 
the — were thes / months, Immigration seemed to be on 
their prises Tayi eet apr pe ai | | the amove. The settlers seemed to be 
had coftbevala coming in rapidly, Tho situation of the 
town was simply charming. The position 
and formation of the place wereeverythi 
which could be desred, not ‘only 
‘communication by land, but abundant | 
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whole and Colonel Williame am’! | | water facilities, which ina! ) | 
Mr ‘any, a old trietwte Me WOH | poald afford pa tae ya os ea puro 
Gitte and Me, T. ©, Johnstone neem | | of intercommunication. The site f ad. | 
praied them to the = they Unennght «1 | inirably chosen. ‘The eye instead of meet 


: one ven Donte te Pe ate by un- 
eonntty lating with woo rges, charin- 
i Harwetyy eur the land wis the He | ing lakes, and, in « word, ereer variety of 
beauty—*o different from a boundless 
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~ Editor of the Leapn—Mr. Barneby, 
may I ask you what is the 


On ReT OF YOUR TRAVELLING 


on thin side of the Atlantic, and what 
opinion ‘ have formed of the country! 
Mr. 1 have been ghee 
for seme pane with my friends Messrs 
M. Clive and Al. Mitchell through Cali. 
fornia, Britieh Colawhia and Canada. I 
do not feel myself in a position to form 
any tinal conclusions uatil my trip is over. 
Hut | may etate my ¢ toe of Britiah 
Columbia is very favorable for qmulgration 
te and | have wo far formed the 
we ore of Manitoba and the North 
1 have beon particular'y fortunate 
. ys intrnductions | have met with in 
California, Dritieh Columbia ond the 
NorthWest, s hwo the information 1 
have received is aleulutely R.. 
it IP hope to base my final or 
I trust twill be equally conti 0 
theme at present forned. 
Mr. ome 2 went on ty et that onthe 


dara heat Mr ath  secompanied oeaied | on 


Williams to the 


Tetenween A gt APPEL CCl TON 
COMPANY ® | 


lands which conmiat of ax townahips em: 
bracing 120,000 eerme The firt point 
wae made about six tuiles from Fort 

‘Appelle, the drive to whieh war 


wrk-like with Inkelote of 
rs beast The frei het portion of the 
pany's vn my OA was of the 


sane character, wih a soee Pi of wood, | 
ft ft enowel fo lnterfore with inet | 


Mr. R. Jaffray, merchant, Toronto 
Colonel Williams, M.P. Port Hope 


Mr. W.H. Barneby, of Brandenburg Court, Herefordshire 


Mr. A.C. Mitchell, of the Ridges, Wiltshire 
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Mr. Albert Bath, the honorary secretary of the West Kent Branch of the Farmers’ Alliance 
Mr. W.J. Mackenzie, Manager of the Land Security Company of Toronto 
Mr. A.L. Davis, Midland Railway, Peterborough, Master Victor Williams 
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1883 — Aug. 4— Update from E.J. Brooks on the Bell Farm’s well in Indian Head 


7 miles north of here, The C.P.R. are building a large reservoir here to hold water. 
They are tapping a lake that is about 6 miles south of here and bringing the water 
from there, | hope they will make a success of it. They intend grading up the 
track around here at once which will improve the road very much. The Bell farm 
have given up their well. They went down 380 feet, and it cost them all of $2000 
—they intend now to dig a well and will get plenty of water at 25 feet but may go 
down 75 feet so as to have abundance. Mr. Crawford is putting up his new store, 
and Mr. Murray will probably give the job for ours next week, We are doing very 


1883 — Aug. 10 — Letter Dewdney to Macdonald — Bell running for election 
“Leckie, | think from what | hear, will be beaten, and Jackson & Bell will have a hard fight.” 


1883 — Aug. 13 — Major Bell defeated in election — letter from E.J. Brooks, a former squatter 


68 SASKATCHEWAN History 


are that | may be disturbed a good many times. This has been election day with 
us, and the agony is now over and Major Bell has been defeated by a majority of 
over 200. J think this was the only polling place that gave him a majority. | had 
intended not to vote, but Mr. Murray was bound to vote and | told him if he 
did so I should certainly vote against him and Mr, Bell, which I did. As an old 
squatter I could not see my way clear to vote for Mr. Bell, and at the same time 
I was very sorry to oppose an Indian Head man. We are getting along very nicely 


1883 — Aug. 16 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Mrs. Bell provides prize at Winnipeg shooting match 


bledon crack counted fourth. The prizes 
offered in this contest wert as follows :— 
ist prize—Locket_ (special ‘ design), 2. 
sented by irs, Win. Porre:, ms Hn “310 uy) 
2ud prize—ailvyr Card Receiver and Bou- 
quct Holiur, Mra, W. G, Fonacca...... 30 00 
3rd. prize—Ladies’ Dressing Case, Mys. 
Wor. Whitehead... .,ecssrres ereseese 20 00 WINN ERS~-LADIRG MATCH. 
ith prize-—Curd Receiver, Ald. Wilsou 1 Mrs. Houghton, Lt.-Col. Houghton 32 
th. prixe—Gotnain ‘Sliver Gup; Johe 2 Mra, Wella, J, BH Wollf.... cs. csessccece BE 
sci abeniaicen chicas sidbaeseann en 120 3 Miss Pravex, Lt.-Col, Caswell, .., » $l 
ith prize—Shukespeare's Works, in 8 Vul- 4 Misa Proicwy, My. Mitcheii....... * . dl 
sg kee i dadade .. 1000 & Mrs. Knight, Corp. Macklin....0...,.6. +5. ud 
hip, Stalker G Mrs. Buticrs, wir, Murdoch.......,.. 30 
DR AECH NEN cren0k ca xcaiein rade s shitiwies » § 00 7 Mrs, icasdale, A. W. Gieusdale 30 
ees Chinu lowers, Power 70 8 Miss Gouin, Lieut, Sheltou,......+........ 2 
ine nie Dey, Cabinet Photos” ot || || 10 Mes: Buster, Mrs Buxton nee TLS aR 
is Ladies Wouk ‘Baskot, Mrs. ; ; - ae rs Cher Ry eee oid ashe ebibasess S i 
ei S| Be a Ca es 
ere eee eae wear wnee® in u . - * rs y n C24 CEST 28 
. Pair oc Vasus, J. a, Moore & bad 13 Mrs, Dudge, Serut. ice eee test enee sesee 28 
Wpearecradninroaiaen Fag abpneeinnies SE aa “1 . H 
13th priz3--Ladies’ Satchel, a Friend... .. 3 C0 Shortly after the commencement of the 
Mth“ -—Millmery, Misy'A. Menzies... 3 00 ladies’ mutch, firing began at the sud yards 
46th “ —Lace Collar, a Mriend.......0, 2 00 in the Lieut.-Goveruor's match, and the 
Lhe resuic of the voutest has shown 400 yards in the merchants’ rutch Ac- 
some 6xcellent scoring, the lowest winner tive progress had been made ia both these 
vp pov A oe ra blag Prod out coinpetiticns, when the bugle saarnded 
$3. i ‘ize Winner: Py staat? eS 
are as below. with the aie of their ie oe fg - "clock, and an adjourn. 
spuctive representatives and the scores ” stati 
rade:— LUNCHEON 
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1883 — Aug. 16 — Regina Leader, p. 2 — Defeat of Major Bell in Territorial elections 


“In the Qu’Appelle District Mr. Jackson has been elected as we all anticipated. Major Bell 
was heavily weighted by misrepresentation, and sufficient time had not elapsed to destroy 
the impression of the original lies, while his opponent early secured the Metis vote — a vote 
which in that District is decisive. Mr. Jackson will, we trust, prove a real accession of strength 


|? 


and wisdom to the Council. 


1883 — Aug. 18 — Brooks reports in letter to his wife Nellie on Bell Farm crop and harvest 


Indian Head, 
August 18th, 1883. 
. The Bell Co, expected to commence harvesting their wheat to-day but will 
probably leave it for a day or two longer. It looks very well and is very plump 
in the kernel. The straw is short and also the head but the wonder is that they 
have any crop at all on such breaking and such seeding as they did, besides the 
dryness of the season... . Yesterday was a very cold day but it is as bright as 


1883 — August 23 — Ad in Regina Leader newspaper: Assiniboia Brick Yard sold bricks — owners Maass and Mangelsdorf 


RICK FOR SALE 


OAT THE 


Agsiniboia Brick Yard 


ie TWO MILES. WEST. OF IROIAN ‘READ. boise’ 


Wu, MAMCEADIRD & 0 


a [PROPRIRTORS, bug 


PRICES, ATT THE YARD: 
hide 5000—$20° per 1000. - 
Over 5000—-S18 per 1000... . 

PRICES, ON CARS AT INDIAN HEAD : 


* Under 5000——$21 per 1000, 
“) Over: 5000-319 per 1000. - 


“ADDRESS: 


usm 
Indian’ Head, N. W..T., : ot 


“AN persons in and around Tegina ean see 
imonéat tho Leaver otilee, itegina. Y-1i 
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1883 — Aug 23 — Regina Leader, p. 4 — Report on brickmaking on Bell Farm by Maass & Mangelsdorf 
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“One of the most encouraging facts connected with the North-West is the success of the brick- 
making enteroprise at Indian Head. Messrs. Maas[s] & Mangelsdorf saw there was excellent 
clay for brick-making and came out to the Bell Farm and found it all they could desire. There is 
no lime in it, no alkali, and it makes first-class bricks, compact, nothing porus about it. The 
bricks arewhite and superior to those made of Manitoba clay. They have alredy turned out 
300,000 bricks and expect to turn out another 300,000 before the end of the year. They have 50 
men working now and intend bringing out another gang next year.” 


1883 — summer — Presbyterian church erected with bricks from a local nearby farm — likely the Assiniboia Brick Yard 


“P.2 — During the latter part of the summer a brick church was erected at the corner of Eden and 
Boyle Streets. The initiative was taken by Messrs. Robt. Crawford, Merchant, and James Harvey, 
who kept a lumber year [yard?], and John Brown, blacksmith. They consulted with Mr. A.J. 
Osment, a contractor, and then sought the cooperation of Mr. Angus McKay (later Dr. MacKay 
of the Experimental Farm), his partners, Messrs. Williamson, Boone and Miller, and others. 
Consequently Mr. Osment erected the Church, the brick being made ona farm nearby. Cash 
subscriptions were secured of $695.50, the Church and Manse provided a loan of $1,000, and 
the total cost of the church was $2,195.50. The corner stone was laid by James Harvey. Dr. 
James Robertson officiated at the Church opening in the autumn. Dr. MacKay states that Mr. 
Ramsay was first minister to preach in the new Church. Dr. Ramsay himself does not remember 
its being opened in his time. The Willing Workers, an organization of young women and girls, 
provided a bell for the Church about 1895.” 


(Source: A Historical Sketch of St. Andrew’s Church, Indian Head , 1930, by Rev. R.J. McDonald, p. 
2 — Provincial. Archives of Saskatchewan: Sask. Historical Society File 220) 


1883 — Aug. 24 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Major Bell provides crop report 


“CITY AND PROVINCE. Major Bell of the Bell Farm, states that the crop will be a little late. 
The 1,400 acres of wheat will yield about 22 bushels to the acre 1,800 acres of oats have been 
sown. The total grain yield is expected to reach 80,000 bushels. The wheat will be distributed 
for seeding purposes, being all Red Fyfe. Twenty-three self-binders will be put to work to-day. 
Maj. Bell says that 9,000 acres have been broken and will be ready for next season’s crop.” 


1883 — Aug. 27 — Harvest begins on the Bell Farm — Annual report for Dept of the Interior, 1883 — Part 1, p. 11, 
Letter from J. McD. Gordon, Dec. 22, 1883, Regina —add text 


1883 — August - Prof. Tanner and Hugh Pollock visit the Bell Farm- book name & date?[see also Aug. 13, 1883 
Toronto Daily Mail list of passengers on the “Peruvian” includes Tanner and Pollock] 


p. 25: 
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wages at the rte of £840 year, and he has his house and one acre of 
garden rent free. This scheme is being carried oat upon the 
Bell Farm, in the Qu’Appelle Valley, in the Province of Assiniboia, 
under the direction of Major Bell, the originator of the system, with 
Mr. T. Routledge as a Superintendent-in-Chief. The size of the 
farm is 64,000 acres, or 100 square miles. There is consequently a 
magnitude about the work which it is very difficalt to realise, bat 
as we learn what has been done we become better prepared to accept 
the anticipations of the fatare. 

In May of last yoar this tract of open prairic land was more than 
200 miles fromany railway station. The ploughscommenced breaking 
thetarf onthe 15th of Jane, and the buildings were started on the 13th 
of August. When I visited this farm at the commencement of 
Geptember in this year, no less than #) homesteads had been built, 
over 9,000 acres were ander the ploagh, and of this quantity 3,40€ 
acres had produced excellent crops of wheat, yielding an estimated 
prodace of 90,000 bushels of very superior corn. A main line of 
railway was running throagh the centre of the farm, and a town of 
considerable importance had been built near the railway station. If 
in May, 1882, any one had ssid that these results would be secured 
within sixteen months from that date, very fow would have 
his remarks as even probable. Proceeding then from what has been 
accomplished, | may now draw attention to what has been 
for, and for these details I have to thank Major Bell, bat he has 
expressed a ut whether they will be accepted, except by those 
who have visit’. the scene of operations, and informed themselves 
as to the capabi, ties of the farm :— 


vader the -~ 
Inge, a 
1883 .... » 8400 .,, pai WUE nasi dia atu ace 00,000 
1884 ..,. hi ON chdcasreceden WOE eagev chess, 180,000 
1885 , 20 BB VOD cascevccssee a0... 460,000 


These figures are undoubtedly astounding, bat they are entitled to 
the highest respect. To watch 21 of Deoring’s Self-binding Reapers, 
each drawn by three horses, and working away at a 700 acre field of 
wheat, is « sight which will not be soon forgotten hy those who 
witnessed it this harvest, bat it certainly prepares the mind for 
dealing with large results. Nor was it less xerprising to learn how 
~ery simple the preparation of the land had been for prodocing «ach 
acrop. The 3,400 acres of tarf had been simply ploaghed over 
about three inches deop in the previous summer, and it had 
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remained untouched until the spring, when the ground was secded 
by twenty broad-cast sowing machines, each drawn by one horse, 
followed by forty-six sets of «pring harrows, each drawn by two 
horses. The costs of cultivation were therefore excessively moderate. 
The quality of tho wheat, however, is remarkably good, for it is 
ranked in the highest grade for tho production of the mach-prized 
Minneapolis Flour. Tho soil of this farm is a rich, deep, black 
loam, resting on a clay sab-soil. It is not Major Bell's intention 
to grow wheat continaously, bat he proposes to give the land a 
summer fallow every third year, and thas whilst the land will be 
kept clean, it will probably produce as much whoat as if it had 
been under corn year after year. Under this systom ho is able to 
increase the size of each farm from the usual quantity of 160 acres 
(one-fourth of a square mile) to 213 acres (one-third), as the tillage 
for corn is thus reduced, 

Well may Canada be proad of having the largest farm in the 
world, bat she may be much more gratified to know that this farm 
is also romarkable for prodacing an enormons yield of wheat, at the 
smallest known cost, and of the highest quality. At the ame time, 
as a colonisation scheme, it will be very largely profitable to her 
capitalists, and will settle 300 farms under conditions which will 
secure their fatare success, The Qu'Appelle Valley has been gene- 
rally recognized as one of the choicest portions of the fertile North 
West, and in a few years wo shall doubtless find that popalar 
judgment very fully justified, by the large number of luxuriant and 
profitable farms which are being established withia its boundarics. 
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P. 32: 


It now remains for me to acknowledge the very valuable assist. 
ance which I received in Canada, from all with whom I came in 
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1883 — Aug. 29 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p., 7— mention of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company on the Winnipeg 
Stock Exchange 
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JVIRUNTO CUUTATIONS, 


1883 — Aug. 30 — Regina Leader, p. 4 — Sixty-six CPR officials and other dignitaries visit the Bell Farm on Aug. 29 after a 
fast trip from Montreal to the Rocky Mountains, via Minneapolis and Winnipeg. 
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DISTINGUISHED VISITORS, | 


ies to the Rockies. 


¥ worning at nine o'clock a- 

train loft Winnipeg on a trip to 
gear tee i ty 
ing of the line to Calyorry,  ‘Thore wore 
six special = palnce care. President 


Mr. Donen Melatyre, Mr, 
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Hone, the General ard 
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had with thers # vitber of distinguished 
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dian mowbers of the party are His Honor 
eer Alovernor Robitaille, ex dover. 
nor Archilald, Mon, M. MM. Cochrone, 
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According to the St. Paul Sunday Globe, p. 1, 26 Aug. 1883; the Calgary Herald, 31 Aug, 1883, p. 3; and the 
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Mr, Harland MeDougall, Mintroa 
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Regina Leader, 30 Aug. 1883, p. 1 - the following, plus others, were on the tour: 


Angus, Richard B., 2nd Vice-President, Canadian Pacific Railway Company 
Anson, Rev. Canon Adelbert John Robert — Archbishop of Assiniboia (later renamed Qu’Appelle) 


Anson, Mrs. (wife of Rev. Anson) 
Anson, Hon. C., Montreal 


Archibald, Hon. Adams George, Nova Scotia - former Lieut. Gov. of North-West Territories 
Armit, William, Secretary, London, England - Hudson’s Bay Company 
Berggruen (Berggexuen ?), Dr. Oskar, Vienna Free Press 
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Bliss, George, New York — banking firm of Morton, Bliss & Company 

Bootle-Wilbraham, Edward, 1°' Earl of Lathom 

Brodrick, Hon William St. John Fremantle, England — Member of Parliament 

Cassils, A. 

Cassils, Charles, Montreal 

Castletown, Lord (John Fitzpatrick, 2"° Baron of Castletown) 

Clirehugh, William Palin, London 

Cochrane, Senator Matthew Henry, Ottawa 

Cutt, B. 

Dawes, James P. — Montreal brewer 

Donaldson, W., Glasgow, Scotland 

Dufus, James B., Halifax 

Egan, John M. Canadian Pacific Railway Company — general superintendent, Western Division 
Egerton, Col., Alfred Mordaunt, London, England 

Elphinstone, William Buller Fullerton, 15" Lord Elphinstone (Northwest Land Company director) 
Gleichen, Count (brother of Prince Hohenlohe of Prussia and nephew of Queen Victoria) 
Grenfell, Pascoe du P., London, England, Canadian Pacific Railway director 

Hamilton, J.B., Essex, England 

Hardman, William W., editor Morning Post 

Hill, Alexander Staveley, QC — Member of Parliament 

Hohenlohe, Prince - of Prussia (Herman Ernst, nephew of Queen Victoria and brother of Count Gleichen) 
Jones, J. 

Kenny, Thomas Edward, Halifax 

Kingscote, Col. Robert Nigel Fitz-Hardinge, C.B. - Member of Parliament, England 

Kirkpatrick, Hon. George Airey — Member of Parliament, Speaker of the House of Commons, Ottawa 
Le Sage, John Merry , editor, London Daily Telegraph 

McClellan, A.S., Glasgow, Scotland 

McDonald, H. 

MacDougall, Hartland, Montreal — stockbroker and investor 

Mcintyre, Duncan, 1st Vice-President, Canadian Pacific Railway Company 

Needham, Col. - 1" Life Guards, London 

Palmer, Mr. 
Passie (Bassie ?), Professor Paul, Paris 

Potter, Howard, New York — banking firm of Brown Brothers & Company 

Reynolds, Thomas, London, England 

Robitaille, Hon. Theodore, Lieut. Gov. of Quebec 

Salvador, Baron Albert, editor, Paris Figaro 

Simpson, Professor Pierce Adolphus, Glasgow University, Scotland 

Sibbald, J.G., New York 

Smith, Donald A., Lord Strathcona, Montreal, Canadian Pacific Railway Company director 
Smithers, Charles Francis, Bank of Montreal president 

Stephen, Sir George, Montreal, Canadian Pacific Railway Company president 

Van Horne, Sir William Cornelius, Montreal, Canadian Pacific Railway Company general manager 
Wallace, Sir John 


Walrond, Sir John, Baronet, Devon, England 


1883 — Aug. 31 — Saskatchewan History, Vol. X, No. 3 — Autumn 1957, Documents of Western History, p, 68-69. - Edwin 
Brooks report on Bell Farm harvest and dignitaries visiting the Farm, 


“Indian Head, August 31, 1883: ....1 was up on the Bell farm a couple of days ago watching the 
self-binders at work, and think they do their business well. The wheat crop will be much better 
than anyone ever thought possible. Lords, Earls, etc., were here this week, two of them are 

cousins to the Queen.* They remained several hours looking over the Bell farm. ..... 
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Plus this footnote from the Saskatchewan History editor on Bell Farm visitors mentioned by Brooks: 


*The occasion for this visit was an excursion arranged by the Canadian Pacifi Railway to cele- 


brate the opening of the line from Winni 
George Stephen, 


\ to Calgary. Aboard the special train were President 
r. Donald A. Smith and other directors, Mr. Wm, Van Horne, General Manager, 


and a number of distinguished guests including H. S. H. Prince Hohenlobe of Prussia, Count 
Gleichen, the Ear! of Lathom, Lord Elphinstone, and Lord Castletown. See The Regine haere 
Ht. T. 


September 6, 1883, 


Our Great North-West. 


THE BELL FARM. 


A sr ahr int sends the Manitoba Free Press 
the following account of a visit to the Bell Farm 
at Indian Head, which will no doubt prove of much 
interest :— 

It is about ten miles square, and contains in all 
56,800 acres, The school sections, two or three 
Hudson Bay sections, and the land occupied by 
three settlers, are within the square of ten miles: 
all the rest belongs to the Bell F Co. The 
farm is owned by a company which has a capi 
of $600,000, of which $100,000 has been issued 
paid up stock. Last year the es which is 

by Major Bell and C. W, Routledge, 
broke about 3,500 acres, and now have a gro 
crop of 1,600 acres of wheat, and 1,800 acres o 
oats, They are no busily at work breaking new 
land, and will complete the breaking this year of 
6,000 acres, and will thus have about 9,500 acres 
of land ready for seed next spring. The land isa 
deep, sandy loam, having a few stones upon it, 
which will be cleared off and used for the erection, 
as far as they will go, of the amount of 
buildings which the company is putting up. 

They have about the centre of the farm a stone 
building, two stories high, and covered with a 
tin roof, which is 44 feet by 80, and contains 
—- rooms and two pantries, with a 
cellar. A round stone stable has been built, 64 
feet in diameter, with stalls for thirty-four horses, 
and in the u a aor great for sixty tons of 
hay and 3, bushels of oats, conveniently pro- 
vided with shoots and appliances to save manual 


labor. Also a granary and store house, built of 

wood in the shape of a cross, each arm being 100 

-— 48 It two floors, and wooden annexes 
ve 


added, which largely add to the capa- 
city of the building. There are also two ai 
houses for the men, each 32 feet by 26, and with 
comfortable sleeping accommodation for 17 men in 
each. There are also a blacksmith’s shop, a car- 
ter’s shop, a horse infirmary, dog kennel, ice 
ouse and hennery. There is alsoa kitchen garden 


romising a e crop of vegetables. All the 
Puildings thus far mentioned are rouud the main 
farm house. 


1883 — August — Farmer’s Advocate, p. 238 (Vol. XVIII, No. 212) — Report on the Bell Farm progress 


Tari HUUSse, 

The pee od are also building a number of 
cottages and three-stalled stables, of which about 
35 are now finished, and it is intended to have 50 
in all complete this year. They are being built of 
stone picked off the farm as far as they will i and 
the ce, which will be a good deal the ‘ext 
fumber, of wood. Each cottage contains five 
rooms, all on the same floor. These cottages cost 
about $450 each, and exch 3-stall stable about $120. 
It is intended to go on building these cottages and 
stables under a total of 213-acres of land attached 
to it, which is one-third of section, one mi’e 
square. Each gg has an acre of land attached 
to it fora garden. The intention, which is so far 
being successfully carried out, is to fill these cot- 
tages with persons employed upon the farm, and at 
the end of 6 years, to give the occupants the pre- 
ference to purchase 213 acres and the buildin, 
upon it, with the land brought into successful cul- 
tivation, at prices to be then determined upon and 
at long terms of payment. A good many English 
emigrants are already located in these cottages 
and give every hope and promise of becoming 
owners in fco of a valuable farm within the next 
few years. If this pie which is now being suc 
cesfully inaugurated, is carried out, as seems to be 
almost certain, the Bell farm will ultimately be 
the home of 255 families scttled upon cultivated 
farms which they will soon be the owners of in fee. 

There are at present upon the farm 100 horses, 
32 waggons, 55 ploughs, 40 harrows, 21 eceders, 24 
self-binders, 3 mowing gnachines and 3 steam 
threshers. The whole of the work is being done 
by horses, there being neither oxen nor mules upon 

efarm, At present 35 teamstcrs are employed, 
also 3 carpenters, | blacksmith, 2 stable men, | 
vet, | dener, and 12 laborers, who are probably 
only likely to be temporarily employed, at least in 

t. Those men who occupy cottages have them 
rent free, are supplied with feel, and are paid ®t 
armonth, They board themselves. The men who 
are not at present supplied with cottages live in the 
two houses near the main farm house, and receive 
$35 a month and their board. There are at present 
upon'the farm one bull, twenty-orfe cows, and four- 
teen calves. There are no sheep and no pigs, 
There isa supply of wood fuel on the pesto Be 
land sutticient to last for five years. It costs $1 a 
cord to cut and stack it, and its cost delivered at 
each cottage on the main farm building will be 


about $2.50 a cord. 
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The water supply is hardly at present in a satis- 
f state. "Wvater cam be procared for each 
cottage by sinking a well from twenty to forty 
feet. A plentiful supply will soon be procured for 
the main buildings'by drawing excellent water by 
pipes from a lake, and making a reservoir in a 
coulee which is conveniently situated for the | § 


The land upon which the present year's crops 
have been sown was broken, but not backset, | 4 
the seed being scattered upon the sod after being 
well harrowed. One field of 800 acres of wheat. } 
the first sown, is we!l headed out, but the straw is 
short, owing to very dry weather. Within the last | 4 
few days copious rains have fallen (extending, to | 
my own personal knowledge, all the way from 
Winnipeg to Moose Jaw.) These rains have | ' 
greatly benefited the growing crops all over the 
country, and from accurate measurement the 800 
acre field in the Bell farm showed a growth 
of upwards of one inch and a half within 24 hours 
after the rain had ceased to fall, I have a sample 
of wheat growing near Virden, which was pulled 
Saturday last, and measures upwards of three feet 
in height and well headed out. 

The 1,000 acres of wheat on the Bell farm sown 


on ground which was broken but not backset will 
from present mppearenete yield an average of fully 


20 bushels to the acre ; two bushels were sown to 
each acre. It is believed that after being plowed 
this fall the yield of next year's crop wil con: 
siderably lager. All the oats growing this year 
will be uired for the use of the farm, The 
32,000 busels of wheat expected to be garnered this 
year will be required for seeding for next year and 
ag balance sold to ee re for ated 
ere is no pros of any w ing ex 

from any point weties of Manitoba this year, but 
from the very large area of land now being brought 
under cultivation there ought to be a very con- 
siderable guantity of wheat to send away next year 
along the line of the C. P. R. between the second 
and third principal meridians. It is the intention 
of the Bell Farming Company to let one third of 
their land lie fallow gine ear, after a certain la) 

of time, 80 as not to tly exhaust the soil. The 
company will have spent by the end of this year 
about $250,000, and if they ree out all plans de- 
ascribed in this paper, they will have expended 
four or five years hence ,000, for which they 
will have about 50,000 acres of land under cultiva- h 
tion, capable of division into 255 farms of 213 
acres each, all supplied with buildings. 


— 164 KB 
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1883 — Sept 5 — The Church Guardian , p. 6 — CPR Dignitaries tour report — late Aug. 1883 


“Such information as the following will bring more clearly before people’s minds the great 
advance made by the railway, and the extent and vast resources of the North-West. The 
Canadian Pacific railway magnets, and distinguished guests on leaving Winnipeg ran the trip to 
Calgary, 840 miles, allowing for stoppages, at a rate of a little over 35 miles an hour. At 
Medicine Hat they took coal from Galt’s mine, and with this fuel made at times sixty miles per 
hour to Calgary and back. The return trip was run even faster, being an average of 36 miles an 
hour. The party visited the Bell farm where they saw twenty one self binders at work on 
Tuesday, and that day they harvested three-hundred acres of wheat. The yield will average 25 
bushels per acre.” 


1883 — Sept. 5 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 2 — two reports on the Bell Farm, taken from the St. Louis Railway 
Register and the Boston Herald: includes references to gathering stones for building construction 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


2 
_———_—————— 
THE BELL FAR. 


Vavorable Opinien of the Agricul- 

tural Kesources of this Cenatry. * 
St. Louis Railway Royister. 

Doubts concerning the va'ue for acri- 
cultural purposes of the territory traversed 
by the C: ian Pacilic are likely to be 
soon di d of by the success or failure 
of the farm, upon which a company 
has evguged in the business of wheat 
growing upon an extensive scale. This 


- oe 


fari is joented in Qu’Appelle Valley about 
400 niles west of Winnipeg and consists 
of early 57,000 acres of land. It is owned 
by « company which has a capital of $U00,- 
0U0, nad which has erected upon it sub- 
Strutinl buildings. It took possession of 
the property last fall and vow has u grow- 


wood, it will show that the plains of Mon- 
tana wud Dukota are all capable of being 
utilized for wheat growing. This district 
is in area equal to the four great States of 
Towa, Missouri, Illinois and Indiana. 
{Liscapable of raising enough wheat 
to supply the world. We muy expect 


St Oe OO Pe et ee et ee 


ing crop of 1,600 acres of wheat and 1,400 to sce the entire section tilled up 
actes ol oats, It will have ready for seed- with setulers and traversed by numerous 
ing next spring nearly 1),000 acres. The linus Of railway. At presont the Sc. Paal, 


land is said to be a deep sundy loam, con-|] | Mi:ueapolis & Manitoba and tie North- 
anna * few stones which are to be ern Pacific afford whe only railway com- 


utilized for building purposes. Water munication, but many new lines and {eed- 
will be obtained either from the Inkes near ers ave sure to be constructed, Of course 
by or from an urtesian well which is now there ave portions of this suction which 
being sunk. are worthiass or nearly sv, but who knows 
A glance at the map wlll show that this but what, as sottloment changer the nu- 
far: is situated about half way between ture of the country adjacent, these now 
Wiunipeg and the foot of the Rocky | t worthless lands may not become in time 
Mountains. The Suskatchewan River fit for grazing porposes, 
fluwa some miles to the north of it... This! x A coutempiution of vhe resources of the 
experiment will be eagerly watched by great Northwest, so Vast in extent and so 


friends of the Canadian Pacific, for if it is new, must inipress the minds of all. Lhe 


j Jniied S 3 ion is iu its infancy; 
successful it will prove beyond doubt that Uninet Sree ae & aero whee ene 
the «reat plateau west of Winnipeg ‘is |r vast as has been the progress of the Inst 


twenty-live years itis possible Ghat the 
growth of the next twenty-live years will 
sarpass it. Oar weaith must certainiy 


adapted for wheat. If wheat can be rais- 
ed vier crops can alsu and the territory | 4 


wil ‘illup rapidly. Our people will also : or re rapidly ul 
tale nu interest im it, tor for ease the land | a Ser cey Be eran ‘ii pin: dei 
inthe Iritish Possessions proves to be ANOTHER ACCOM. 


Part 1: St. Louis Railway Register (140 kb) Part 2 (115 kb) 
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1883 — Sept. 6 — Regina Leader, p1 — Grand CPR Tour returns East from Rockies; visits Bell Farm (See Aug. 30 for partial 


listing) 


8 September 2024 


ied 


ANOTHER ACCOUNT. 

Correspondenve Boston derala. 

rom Maple Creek 1 went to Indian 
Head, and tnere stopped two «days to inves- 
tigale the operations of the Bell Parming 
Company. The company’s farm, said to be 
Lie secoud lereest in the world, is situated 
in the Qu’Appelle Valley, about 400 iuiles 
from Winuipey, and is, roughly estimated, 
about 10 miles = oe comprising 56,8u0 
acres. The capital of the company is 
$00,960, of which 35 per cont. has already 
been expended, and the stock is held en- 
tire!y in Canada und Eoglund. Last fall, 
before the railroad reached there, the com- 
pany broke several hundred acres of land, 
and added to it largely this spring, now 
having a growing crop of 1,800 acres of 
wheat and 1500 ucres of oats. It is 
still busily at work breaking new 
land, and will complete the breaking 
oF G,000 acres more this season, and have, 
therefore, 9,500 acres ready for seed next 
Spring. The Jand is a deep, sandy loam, 
coutwning a few stones, which will be 
used, as fur as they go, for the erection of 
the company’s buildings. Quite nour the 
centre of the farm, no part of which is 
more than six miles from the railroad, is a 
handsome stone building, which is used 
as the ottice of the company and the resi- 
dence of the and h nuily. 
The imunager, W. R. tbe 
chief promoter of the company, isa gentile- 
man Weli known in enastert Canada, and 
has had cxteasive experience in farming. 
Back of lis residence is a lurge vewetabie 
gurden, which seems to be doing fairly, 
and around it are numereus buildings, “a 
lurge stone stable, huge granaries, a 
blacksmith shop, poultry ‘house, ete., 
elr.. and, about a quarter of 


a ES Se Le eden eh led 
membered that w little less than a year 
ago the farm was a rolling prairie, with 
noOimprovement on it, the amount of 
work iat has been accomplished is sim- 
nly marvelous. Aboul thirty men and 100 
yorses ave Now at work ubuut the farm, 
auuanumber of mowing machines, self- 


provided forthe approaching harvest. Tho 
eyes of all who are interested in the Lerri- 
tory—in the lands new being opened up 
by the Canndian Pacific railw ny bo 
baid to be at Spreng upon the Turm, 
for,ifw good crop is raised on it, the 
adaptability for wheut ruisine of a ver 

large «rea of land will be sctiled beyon 
qucstion, An artesian well has beon sunk 
on the fare to a greet depth withoot 
striking water, buta supply will soon be 


tant. Jor some time it was feared that 
the seasow would be tov dry; but recent 
heavy rains have made «x great ditvrence 
in the appearance of the grain, and it cous 
not szemt unreasonable tu Lope that much 
of it will yiekl 20 bushels tothe acre. By 
accurate incasurement, it showed again 
of upward Of lsinehes within 2 hours of 
the Lime the rain ceased to fall; and in 
four days, endiug’ July 21, some of the 
wheat gained fu a inches ! on gor 
has to grow rapidly iu this northern lati- 
tude, if ic wants logrow at all. Ail the 
agricaivurs! implements used on the farm 
are, by the way, oF Americen manufac. 
ture, the manager inforiming me that they 
were, in every resnect, far superior to 


a PCE, 
quis from theve, the company is bnild- those manufactured in Cunada, 
hen tt in ra 4 


—_———— EDO 6S 


binders and steam threshers have been | 


obtained froin a lake only a few niites dis- |} 


1 


1 


ing 4 Lotel, Lo cost $15,000. W 


Part 3: Boston Herald (140 kb) 


| AT THE BELL FARM, 
! 


sive field of oxgellent wheat perfectly 

| twenty at work cut 
at the rte of 1,200 ncres a dia: It was 
“mont interesting to witness ty 
'with which the work was bel 

_ After spending an hour or two on the farm 


Part 4 (132 kb) 


MR, J.B. DUFFUS, 
of Halifax, said the Northwost waves 
magnificent country, and that Calgary 
whe a Very pretty place. He referred in 
poring terms to their visit to the Bell 
aru, , 


"Th Maw 
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1883 — Sept. 6 — Regina Leader, p. 2 - a brief comment on Bell Farm crops 


“Notes & Comments: We have seen some wheat threshed from the Bell Farm. It is full and 
firm — the very best No. 1 Scotch Fyfe.” 


1883 — Sept. 13 — Manitoba Daily Free Press - harvest visit of photographers Hall and Lowe from Winnipeg 


“The views from the Bell farm, in possession of Mr. Harder, of the C.P.R., are truly splendid. 
One represents 17 self-binders at work on a monumental field of wheat. Another shows about 
the same number of mowers turning out of the stables to go to work cutting hay in the 
meadows of the farm. The farm residence and out buildings makes another pretty picture. 
Another one view is shown of Major Bell’s favourite horse, attended by his faithful groom. 
There are in all some twenty views taken by Hall & Lowe, of this city. It is intended to have the 
photos lithographed, so that they can be used in the new C.P.R. folder.” 


1883 - Hall and Lowe photographs include one of Cree Chief Pasqua: 


eS ee ae eae Rn REET ote IE Co | Innran Cuter “Pangea” (Cane Taree. 


1885 photo of Chief Pasqua by Hall and Lowe 141 kb 1885 sketch of Chief Pasqua in the //lustrated Naval and 
Military Magazine: June 1, 1885: p. 372 159kb 


[Frank’s Note: It is possible that the Indigenous camp on the Bell Farm, partly visible above, might have looked 
something like their Encampment shown in the undated photo below. ] [Source: Postcard published by A.G. 
Orchard, Indian Head, Sask.; based on original photo by Paul Denison, at PAS] 


142 KB Indigenous woman next to one of the wooden 
Bell Farm barns. 315 kb 


1883 — harvest time — as reported by Edmond (Ted) H. Eberts, who worked on the Bell Farm during the summers of 
1883, 1884 and 1885 
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“But the harvest season eclipsed all other times in colour, movement and excitement. Then 
the great binders — 26 in echelon — with six horses harnessed to each, would lumber into the 
standing grain and cut out a square mile or more from one of the main fields. In the wake of 
the binders came the Indian stookers, 150 of them in groups of three, to string out around the 
four mile swath. Each man wore a striped or crimson blanket; his hair, confined by a coloured 
head cloth, was worn in two plaits; upon the lower lip and chin were three diverging lines of 
tattoo; on each cheek a circular smear of vermillion; on his feet tessellated moccasins 
decorated with bead work, like the fire bag worn at the belt. It was an animated and colourful 
scene. When the binders repassed each trio would stook the sheaves in its allotted span and 
then squat and smoke their little long stemmed stone pipes, inhaling each drought with a 
hissing sound, passing the pipe from one to another and taking turns in filling and lighting. The 
air reeked of kinikinik. 


After remaining in stook for ten days or a fortnight, the sheaves were stacked. Threshing did 
not begin until November or later. The grain was stored in circular field granaries until hauled 
to the elevator. 


At the harvest each Indian was paid fifty cents a day. Their teepees were pitched on the 
townsite at Indian Head. The beating of tom toms at evening dances, the barking of 
innumerable half starved curs and the shrill squeals of rival stallions , added to the dust, noise, 
confusion and excitement.” 


(Source: Sask. Historical Society collection, file 19, p. 5-6 - dated 1944) 


1883 -Sept. __- Sessional Papers 1884 — No. 14, Vol 8, p. 14-246 — Welsh delegates W.J. Williams and J. Owen report - 
after Sept. 13 


“Major Bell, of the Bell Farm, farms 64,000 acres at Indian Head, for the Qu’Appelle Valley 
Farming Company. He came to the district fifteen months ago and considers £200 sufficient 
capital to start. The land upon which he is settled is excellent, and yields 25 bushels of wheat 
to the acre, and 50 bushels of oats. The ploughing season was commenced on 17" April. 
Labourers are paid $35 (£7) per month in summer, and $28 (£5 12s.) in winter, besides a 
cottage each, rent free, and an acre of land. Wood is sold to them at cost price. The winter in 
this part is found to be cold though healthy. The other periods of the year are also found to be 
healthy. Sheep, cattle and poultry do well.” 


1883 -—Sept.___ - Sessional Papers 1884 — No. 14, Vol. 8, p. 14 -253 — German Delegate Dr. Spielberg report 
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The large Bell Farm, at Indian Head, skilfully mapvaged, is also a pattern of good 
agriculture. The laying out of the different farming lands is done in a rational man- 
ner; the buildings are good, durable and suitable to the purpose, Great caro is 
taken of the roads, and the planting of so many trees is a pleasing feature. If the 
returns on this farm were this year generally behind the average, the cause is to be 
found in the fact that with small means it was necessary to plant quickly over a large 
surface, and for that purpose had very roughly broken up the prairie by means of 
three-shared ploughs, At present, this fault is being done away with by tho use of 
heavy one-shared ploughs. 

How important the planting of trees to the greatest extent ia, for the fature ofthe 
prairie, need not specially be pointed out. On it depends the equalizing of heat and 
cold; the injurious Consequences of dry summers will be lessened, the critical wants of 
the farmer for building, wood, and fuel will be supplied. But the small farmer has 
not the means to go into that quickly and extensively, as at the Bell Farm, and he 
has not got the suitable planting material. The small trees taken from the more 
distant woods or from the river Jowlands are insufficiently rooted and soon dry up. 
Besides, the taking them out is a matter of much time and expense. This difficult 
may be remedied by laying out nursuries for trees by the Government or municipali- 
ties, and giving them out gratis, or at low prices. Forest and avenue trees first, as 
the loval climate permits. 

cultivation 


not promise a great future. The winters are decid- 


1883 — Sept. 18 - Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Major Bell in Winnipeg — Bell Farm crop report 


“PERSONAL. Major Bell, of the Bell farm, arrived from the west last night, and reports harvest 
nearly over and the yield of wheat beyond their most sanguine expectations.” 


1883 — Sept. 20 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 3 — Report on the Bell Farm and Harvest 


A visit to this farm fairly astonishes 


THE BELL FARM. 


Harvesting Operations in Fali 
Blast. 


————_ —— 


interesting peucetptioy of se Farm 
anid the pO gd 


From Our Special Correspondent. 

Three hundred and tweive miles from 
Wianipeg, on the linc ofthe C.P.R., 
tands the above named now well known 
farm. But it may ve asked why did the 
company travel so far westward to do its 
furming?! ‘The reasou was this: hen 
the company applied to the Government 
for land for their present enterprise, they 
were told that if wey could find a block 
of 100 sections anywherein the far west 
free from set , would be allowed 
to occupy it. started in search 
+} of this land, and at length found it wt ln- 
dian Head. Kut there were four syuat- 
ters already on it, These he bought out, 
paying the highest SsUU and the lowest 

240 Lor their shanties. Soon after geét- 
tings possession others came along and 
squatted on theland, These were noti- 
fledito leave,niostof them dlidso; battwoor 
three stayed and put up shanties, and 
still hold on to them like grim death to 
his victim, waiting, Micawber-like, for 
soluething to turn. up. 

A yisir to this farm fairly astonishos 


eg i APS 


one, to see What can be done by intelli- 
genee, 


enterprise and 


Capital in 
short 


twelve 

The Cualiicg house or 
headquarters of the stands about a 
mile und a hulf back from the railroad, 
ft is a plain substantial building of stone,. 
Surrounding iv are w grancry and store- 
house, a large stone siuble tor horses, a 
blacksmith shop, ushed for cattle, an ice 
house,a dog kennel, etc, The yrancry 
and store-house are capabie of bolding 
store bushels of wheat, besides all the 


of 


space 


Kund uplementa for the uscof thr 
In ove compartiuent wlone of this 
sranery, I saw $,UUU oushels (aml then it 
was not half fall) of the finest Fyfe wheat, 
yeliow and pureas goid, withoub dirt or 
weed-sceds of any kind. When the hur- 
vest has all been ingathered there will be 
3U,000 bushels of the same, Lt will weigh 
“7 ibs, to the bushel, and average 22 bush- 
els tothe avre. The yicld of oats will be 
7U,000 bushels. AIL the product of 48,000 
acres of land his yeur. ‘his wheat wili 
ull be reserved for next year's seed, both 
for their own use and the use of all farm- 
ers who may desire to purchase it. The 
company iuteud to establish a No. | grade 
that they call “Qu’Appelle Wheat,” which 
will be unsarpassed for quality on the 
whole of this vast continent, if mut in the 
world at large. he stable is a circulur 
stone building with square holes at inter- 
vals all round it, fur light and ven- 
tilation. ‘bere are stalls for thirty-six 
horses in this building, and 
itis esclennasaparior. The lved is kept 


in the upper story, wud is conveyed 
through a shute to the lower, One man 
attends tothe whole stauic. The cuttle 


shed is capuble of holding 200 heud of 
stocic, and js open on every side all reund, 
the root resting on heavy pies. ‘The stock 


Part1 134kb 


Part2 172 kb 
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|} the root resting on heavy piies. The stock 
|| are to be left [vee in this inclosure, 80 that 
they may be allosved to cub_ themselves 
aguinst the posts. The dog kennel can. 
+] tains seven setter dogs, all of which are 

fineanimhls and highly valuable. One 
[}the Major would not take $1,500 Lor, 
|| another he estimates at S500, 

There are 26 self-binder reaping ma- 
chines on the farm, and it is a sight worth 
behelding, as was recently done by a_dis- 
tinguished party of Lourists. Ail these 
machines murching by, as if in battle ur- 
ray, attacking the standing grain, laying 
. | it lew, gathering it into shéayes, binding 
rt it, and then casting it forth on the ground 
without asingle mishap or failure. ‘They 
have 40 sulky plows. Each plow is re- 
quived to travel 20 miles aday, and then 
its work is done. ‘lwo steam ts 
|| machines are now at constant work, S/ 
b} men are employed, there are 10 stations on 

the farm, 0% work horses are owned, and 60 
[}head of milk cows. 10,000 acres will 
L|.be put inte seed next year. The furmis 

ten miles square, and Lhere is being plant- 
t edaprandg avenue of 10,008 poplar trees, 

ten milesin length. Some of the trees 
: were planted lust yearand ate heulthy, 


= 


bad weather, it is hauled off as soon as 
possible and stacked neatly and safely 
away, six stacks in a place, to await the 
coming of the threshing machines, 
twenty-five portable ries sre being 
/constracted on che to hold 1,ubu 
bushels each. They are wonster barrels 
with a square hole Gut in the «ide for the 
grain te puss through iuto thea. jrom the 
thresher, They are supported on hervy 
sleds, aud will be movable to any part of 
the farm. A collection of views 20 in ali 
have been taken on the farm, and are no 
doubt to be seen for sale in Winnipeg. 
There is on the southera boundary of the 
furmi an ladian reservation of 700 or Sd0 
Indians. The Bell Farm Company pay 
their employes $358 month, wnd_ settle 
with them puuctually on the 20th of every 
month. There has been an expenditure 
slready of $250,000 on the farm. 


Part4 109kb 


and average from 12to 15 feetin height. 
The Compuny is cutting SU0 tons of wild 
hay forthe use of the stock during the 
coming winter, An exhibit of twenty-five 
vusheis of wheat will be sent to the enhi- 
bition at Portage la Prairie. 

A necessity for a herd jaw is keenly felt 
from the fact that ib Would cost $70,000 to 
do the fencing on this establishment 
alone, and even then the crops would not 
L}besafe. Instead of leaving the grain 
! when cutto stand exposed in stooks on 


SoS 


the field, us I notice that meny of the 
farmers do, thus risking the Joss of it from 
bad weather, it is hauled off as soon as 


Part3 175 kb 


|| ‘The town of Indian Head contains & po- 
pulation of from LOO to 200. It is built on 
the land belonging tothe Bell Farm. Itcon- 


sista of tents and slight frame buildings. 
Bat these are all to he moved by the Isb of 
November uext to the surveyed site of the 


—. 


awordor two about some samples of 
ruin that Major Hellhbas been coliecting 
ou the farm tor the C.P.R, Co. to be sent 
as exhibits to London, Bogiand. One of 
thene is a sample of cats, the product of 
one single germ seed. Itis composed of 
W stalks, more like young canes then 
oatstaiks. Itis estimated that there ure 


| Let me, however, before concluding say |] 


new town, about half a mile distant fom 
the rai.road. There are some very fine 
buildings going up in this ship. One 
ix a hotel belonging to the Farm Co., 
which will coat $16,000, tis nearly com- 
pleted, and will consist of 24 rooms, din- 
ing roam, oftive etc. Crawford & Robert- 
son, merchants and post masters, and who 
have accepted the agency for the Free 
Press, ure elso erecting a large vuilding 
for a stor#in the new town. This towu 
is tu be beautifully laid out and platted 
by th farm Co.’ with shade trees. The 
main etrevtbis tobe the same width as 
Main street in Winnipeg. I could take up 
it] much further space and time indescriding 
:} this immense undertaking, but this will 
sultice for the present. 
| Let me. however, before concluding say 


Se Se owe 


10,000 sacks of grain om these staiks. An- 
otherisa semple of “soft wheat, Red 
River variety.” There are 30 staiks, and 
1.200 seeds of grain attached tothem. A 
third sumple has 34 heads of the Pife var- 
el - aan 3,000 pickles of the finest 
wheat, : 

The Yankees boast that they can beat 
ali creation, but here ia something iu the 
North-West that can beat the Yankees. 
They havein St, Paul asample of wheat 
with $1 heads, and they have offered $500 
for anything that can beat it inthe States. 
But if Major Bell was only allowed to 
carry the war across the boundsry line, 
or past this American Chinese wail, into 
the enemy’s country, he could beat them 
all into a cocked hat in no time. 


— 


Part5 127 kb 
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1883 — Sept. — Impressive crop report at the Bell Farm in 1883 — (reported in the Sept. 16, 1886 edition of the — 
Qu’Appelle Progress p. 2) 


“In 1883 there was found on the Bell Farm, at Indian Head, Assiniboia, a single stool of wheat 
growing in the fields containing 79 perfect ears, and an estimated 4000 grains. From the same 
farm came a stool of oats with 27 heads, and a stool of bearded wheat with 30 heads. These 
yields, wonderful though they are, may have been exceeded but they show the extreme 
richness of a soil that can give such results with the simplest cultivation, without a pound of 
manure — Emigrant.” 


1883 — Sept 22 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 2 — Bell Farm report 


CTE ey WS VS VEU CIE 
page paperst, style and matter. ‘he 
seemed to be far ahead of the papers pub- 
lished in the older cities of the Dominion. 
All this indicates that they have a very 
intelligent class of readers to cater for.” 

att THE BELL FALLS, 

wh oe oe you Lhink of iL?” 

‘That of itselE was worth goi th 
3,000 miles to yisit. Lt is the levcaat’ Pi 
gle farm in the world, as it contains i4,- 


OU acres of land allin one block, or very 
nearly ten miles syuare, or one hundred 
square iniles. Some of the buildings wore 
erected last year. The prairie sod was 
turned in 2 .pcil, and the lirst seed sown 
iu May, Whenl was there, only three 
months after,! saw the magnificent sight 
of twenty-one reapers and binders, drawn 
by (3 horses, mowing dowz the wheat,” 

r “How many acres were under cultiva- 

ion? 

“About 3,000. But as this crop is taken 
from the sod once turned, the yield will 
not likely be over 80,006 bushels, Two 
years heuce, when the C.P.R. will be open 
to the Pacific, the whole of the great farm 
will be under cultivation.” 

“Who owns the Bel! farm?" 

“I understand that it is owned by a 
muunher of Onturiofariners and capitalists, 
who asve placed arty under the 
mansgzement of & practical 
Canadian farmer. Ience its name.” 

“How many men are employed on it?” 

“Sixty-live men, and one hundred 
harses.” 


Its FUTURE, 

“Wohatdo youthink of such large farms?” 

“They ave of creat value now in show- 
ing the capabilities of the soil. But Major 
Bell expressed the opinion to us that 
when the whole 54,000 acres were uuder 
cultivation, the farm. would be too large 
fur single management. And, in antici- 
pution of this, they lave erected on every 
section one house and out houses,in whic 
their employes reside, with the under- 
slanding thut they have one acre each for 
a garden, and that at the end ofthe five 
years during which they huve promised to 
remain,they shall have the privilege of 

urchasing from 100 to 200 acres of the 
and on which they have lived and work- 
ed, at its then market value, with easy 
terms of payment, and witha complete 
outiht with which to stuart farming for 
themselves.” 

“Do you regard the Bell farm as a good 
investment!” . 

“ILis evidently very intelligently man- 


its PUTER, aged, and such rich land, when fully de- 


sadaee 


Partl 172 kb Part2 141 kb 


0 TY 


ene will os good pricey; and thus 
shoul consider it a good investment.” 
“Did you see any other farma?” 

A number of our party stopped off at: 
Regina to see the Mcintyre farm, whilst 
we visited the Bell farm. Those who 
saw the former expressed “themselves as 
being very much pleased gwith all they 
saw. PIL yy | 

: Where else did you stop!" PB ics — Et 

"We made a short stop ut Regina, the 
capital of the Territories and leadquar- 
ters of the Mounted Police. We also 
stopped at Mooxejaw, near which Captain 
Revsor, of, Ontario, is working a 16,000- 
acre farm, Moosejaw isa promising in- 
iant city of nine months old, with a local 

aper, doctors, lawyers, and lots ef good 
aud in the neighborhood.” 
THE FUTUKE OF CALGARY. 


Part3 127 kb 
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1883 — Sept. 22 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Mrs. Bell arrives in the West 


“PERSONAL....... The wife and family of Major Bell, of the Bell Farm, have arrived from 
Ontario via Port Arthur. They leave for the West immediately.” 


1883 — Sept. 29 — American Settler, p.101 - London, Middlesex, U.K.— Bell Farm Report by Lieut. Gov. of Quebec (also 
published in the Anglo-American Times, Oct. 3, 1883, p. 15.) 


The Lieutenant Governor of Quebec has been 
ou a trip to the Canadian Northwest and says :— 
“The country between Winnipeg and Moose 
Jaw or a littl beyond it, is the richest 1 ever 
saw. The crops looked admirably. We went 
over the Bell Farm on our way back, They had . 

2,300 acres under crop this year. The day we 
were there, they cut 3UU acres with their 21 self 
binders. It was a wonderful sight. Major Bell 
and other good judges estimate the crop at 22 
bushels to theacre. Next year, if the season is 
favorable, they will do better, as much of this 
year’s crop was suwn on the up-turned sod with- 
out back-setting. Beyond Moose Jaw, the soil 
becomes lighter, but happily the region of the 
light soil is rich in coal. A )ittle west of Medi- 
cine Hat you enter the grazing region which runs 
from there past Calgary to the Rocky Mountains. | 
The settlers we suw, and we saw many of them, 
are hearty, hardy, and intelligent men, mostly 
yoang men of course. At one place was pointed 
to some of us the son of an English nobleman. 
He has 130 cows and sells the milk himself. 
Pluck of that kind is bound to develop the coun- 
try. Everybody we came across was honafnl and 


117 kb 


had heard of our coming, and tarned out and 
gave us a hearty welcome. 


28 kb 


1883 — Oct. 1 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 2 — Train carload of lime shipped from Stonewall to Indian Head. 


“NORTHWEST NOTES — STONEWALL -... The popularity of Stonewall’s lime is becoming 
widely known throughout the Northwest. A.H. Cook & Co. lately shipped one carload to Indian 
Head, another to Medicine Hat.” 


1883 — Oct. 17 — Letter from Richards to Bell re: a draft of a new Will for Major Bell 


Lawyer Richards (Winnipeg) sends Major Bell a draft new Will. No details beyond the executor: A.S. Hall for W. 
Sherwood. 
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1883 — Oct 17 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Bell Farm crop shipped to Ogilvie in Montreal 


“SPARKS FROM THE TELEGRAPH -— The Bell Farming Co. , of Qu’Appelle, have shipped 10,000 
bushels of wheat to A.W. Ogilvie & Co. of Montreal, via Fort William.” 


1883 — Oct. 17 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 3 — Bell Farm shares listed on the Montreal Stock Exchange for first time 


“COMMERCIAL NOTES - The shares of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Co., commonly known as 
the Bell Farm, were offered on the Montreal Stock Exchange for the first time on Thursday last, 


and were in demand at $26.” 


1883 — Nov. 3 — Hampshire Telegraph and Sussex Chronicle — report from newspaper correspondent Fred J. Francis on 


tour of Bell Farm 


“From Moosomin | passed 
forward to Indian Head to visit 
the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming 
Company’s Farm, commonly 
known as the Bell Farm, Major 
Bell being its managing director. 
| shall only give a resume of its 
operations, as this year’s crops 
are the first, and sown on the 
breaking, that is, without 
having backset or reploughed in 
the autumn. The farm covers 
an area of ten square miles. A 
large substantial stone-built 
house stands in the centre, 
quite a treat to look at in the 
midst of such a timber house 
country; 120 barns, granaries, 
cottages, &c., &c., have been 
built, 100 horses are capitally 
stabled in a stone round house, 
40 head of cattle are kept for 
merely private use, but they 
have neither sheep nor pigs. 


For this year’s harvest they 
have 24 self binders, and next 
year 60 more will be added, and 
for the hay nine mowers. One 
field of wheat of 1200 acres 
promised remarkably well, but 
for next year a larger field was 
being prepared, with a furrow 
two miles long. For the 
summer 90 men are employed 
at average wages of 7£, per 
month and board. It is 
intended to build a large 
elevator at the station next 
year, and ship grain in bulk to 
Liverpool direct from the farm. 
Twenty miles north is the 
delightful valley of the 
Qu’Appelle River, with its chain 
of lakes and picturesque banks, 
the beauties of which | shall 
leave for my next letter. 


Fort Qu’Appelle 
Fred. J. Francis” 


1883 — Nov. 8 — Regina Leader, p. 2 — Bricks from Indian Head for Regina Court House 


“NEW COURT HOUSE: Mr. Ewart, of the Public Works Department, has been here looking for a 
location for the new court house. It will be built of brick and will stand [on] one of the principal 
streets — Victoria, Alberta or Broad Street. A jail will be attached, also of brick. Then we are to 


have an asylum, as it is supposed our civilization will so far vindicate its genuineness as to 
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produce an occasional lunatic. The Government, we understand, has came [sic] to the 
conclusion that timber structures are about the most expensive which can be put up in this 
country. We can get any amount of brick from Indian Head, and very soon we shall be making 
brick in Regina. There is a fortune in brick-making here, whoever will have the pluck to seize the 
opportunity.” 


1883 — Nov 22 — Regina Leader, p. 1 — Major Bell believes some land on Indian Reserves should be rented to farmers 


The Indlan Question, 


The following article from the Winni- 
_ peg Times shows what ideas will get into 
| paper whon the Editor-in-Chief is away, 
| ‘There are 87,000 Indians in the 
North-West Territories, Five or aiz 

_ years ago, thoy found no cithoulty in aup- 
porting themselves, vast herds of buffalo 
roaming the plains, Mat in his improvid- 

once, the savage sawed off the limb on 

| Which he was sitting by slaughtering the 
bulfalo in a most wanton manner, Traders 
on the American side helped him to ex- 
terminate the herds by employing men te 
shoot the buffalo for the sake of its skin 
only, leaving the carcass to rot on the 
prairie, The result is that this year aot 
more than fifty buffalo have been killed 
in all the North-West Territories, Noth- 
ing remains to show that such an animal 
ever existed, except the bleached bones 
on the plains and the buffalo runs” 
which, like footpaths, cross and re-cross 
each other in countless mazes, The buf- 
-falo is extinct in these regions, The last 
of the race lingers in the ho Missouri 

and Yellowstone districts south of the line; 
from the Canadian North-West he has 
disappeared forever, The antelope or 
, cabri still remains, and this fall the Indi- 
ans are making the best of them; but 
they, too, will soon be exterminated, and 

then how are the 37,000 mouths to be fed 4 
“The Indian, like most men, would rath- 


| 
| 


AN ODD FARRAGO. 


126 kb 


| The Indian, like most men, would rath- 
| or steal than starve ; and this winter prok. 
ably the western cattle ranches will suffer, 
| The Lndian Department feeds those Indi- 
ane Who remain on their reservations ; 
but many of them, more especially the 
Blackfeet, prefer to take the chance of 
going to penitentiary for killing cattle on 
the Canadian side or bringing in horses 
from the American side of the line to 
staying on the reserve and drawing Gov- 
ernibent rations, The ranchemen sa 
| that the Indians are getting heungor-wild, 
| and that they will raid the raches before 
| spring. The Mounted Police rendered 
most efficient service last season in pro- 
tecting the ranches, but it is no easy task 
for a handful of men at Calgary and Fort 
Macleod to patrol so vast a region, It is 
expected, however, that Col. Irvine, the 
indefatigable commissioner of the force, 
in Whom every man in the Territories has 
the most impheit confidence, will strength- 
| om the detaichments at those points, and 
keep the Indians quiet. 

** It isevident, however that there must 
be a radical —— in the Indian policy 
of Canada. We have reached the critical 
point where the advance guard of settle- 
ment is dogging the heels of the hungry 
savage. The cost of maintaining nearly 
40,000 persons for all time—for if there 
has has been no increase there certainly 
has been no notable decrease in the Indian 
population these last ten years past— will 
not be loss than $1,000,000 » year, at the 
modest — of 60 cents per week per 
capita, At 6 per cent. this ta an 


addition to_the Dominion debt_of_§20,- 
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| 000,000, A proposition has been made 
for poltering the Government of this 
/enormets which is certainly worth con- 
sidering, Some of the best wheat-grow- 
ing lands in the North-West are embraced 
in the Indian reserves, Major Bell, of 
the Bell Fann, says that if the Govern- 
ment will allot these reserves, dividing 
them up, tay, into half sections, to eom- 
petent farmers, making the Indians a 
charge, as it were, upon each farm, the 
Indians can be supported henceforth with- 
out Government assistance of any kind. 
For example, if fifty white men were put 
in possession of 15,000 acres of I 
reserves, conditional upon their support. 
ing the Indian population for which these 
16,000 acres have already been set aside. 
Major Boll is of opinion that the result 
would he profitable alike to white man 
and Indian. The settler, in short, would 
pay rent to the Government in the shape 
of provisions and clothing for the Indian ; 
but over and above that the profits would 
be his own, The settler would, of course, 
utilize Indian labor, so that in time the 
Indian would not only receive what may 
be called his proprietory annual allowance 
fron the form, but auch wages as his 
services might be worth. This scheme, 
earried out, of course, under the close 
supervision of the Government, would 
without doubt work well, [tis certain, at 
all events, that this or some other method 
of making the Indian self-sustaining must 
be adupted before the North-West is muoh 
) vlder. 


—e 


a - 
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1883 — Nov. 22 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— William and Mrs. Angus at Bell Farm for a week. 


“CITY AND PROVINCE - Mr. Wm. Angus, brother of the Vice-President of the C.P.R., has gone 
out west on a tour, accompanied by Mrs. Angus. At Brandon they were shown around by 
Capt. Wastie, C.P.R. Land Agent. After spending a week at the Bell farm they will proceed to 
the Rockies. They will not return before the middle of December.” 


1883 — Nov. 22 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— Major Bell at the Grand Union Hotel in Winnipeg 


“PERSONAL - Messrs. J. Rennie, Glasgow, Scotland; Major Bell, of the Bell farm, and C.J. 
Gooding, station agent of the St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba Railway, are guests at the 


Grand Union.” 
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OUR INDIAN POPULATION, 
| A suggestion has been mare by Major’ 
| Bell, of the Bell Farm, looking to the re- 
duction of the expense which the main- 
tenance of the Indian population of the 
Northwest now entails on the country. 
“Some of the best wheat-growing lands ir 
the Northwest are embraced in the [n- 
dian reserves, and the proposition is that 
the Government should allot these re- 
serves, dividing them up, say, into half 
sections, to competent farmers, making 
the Indians a charge upon each farm, in 
which event they can be supported 
henceforth without Government assist. 
ance of any kind. For example, if fifty 
white men were put in possession of 16,000 
acres of Indian reserves, conditional upon 
their supporting the Indian population 
for which these 16,000 acres have already 
heen set aside, Major Bell is of opinion 
that the result would be profitable alike 
to white man and Indian. The settler, in 
short. would pay rent to the Government 
inthe shape of provisions and clothing 
for the Indian; but over and above that, 
the profits would be his own. The settler 
would, of course, utilize Indian labour, so 
that in time the Indian would not only re- 
ceive what may be called his proprietary 
annual allowance from the farm, but 
such wages as his services might be worth. 


8 September 2024 


1883 — Nov. 22 — Montreal Gazette — Major Bell’s Indian Farm proposal refuted 


The scheme is a plausible enough one, 
but we question much whether it could 
be applied with satisfactory results. The 
Indians, while supported by the Govern. 
ment, are not disposed todo much for 
themselves, and if they are assured of 
support less precarious than that of the 
Government, it is certain that they will 
become more indolent than ever. But 
a weightier objection to Major Bell's 
scheme is the costliness of the machinery 
that would be required to operate it. 
The farmers who undertook to support 
the Indians in consideration of the gift 
of their lands, would be naturally disposed 
to cut the annual stipend or rent below 


304 kb 


community, as those of Manitoba and of 
the tribes in older Canada have become 
since their contact with the white man, 
cand in that expectation it would be in- 
judicious to disturb the existing policy 
which reserves an adequate quantity of 
land to the Indians, places agricultural 
and educational schools within their 
reach, and gradually prepares them for 
the mode of life to which they will ere 
long be compelled by necessity to adapt 
themselves, 


393 kb 
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1883 — Nov. 24 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— Bell returns to Indian Head from Winnipeg 


“PERSONAL: - Major Bell, of the Bell Farm, returned to Indian Head yesterday.” 


1883 — Nov. 26 - Manitoba Daily Free Pres, p. 4 — Bell Farm report 


Lhave now te report upon 
A WLUNTZATION SCITEMT 

in whieh the worl is being curvied aut by 
a company having the command of « large 
capital, The general scheme is to bring 
tlie land into callivntion, dividing: it into 
400 farms, each having a coinfortadle 
residence with stabling mu sheddlug 
(Qnough for the stoek. Wher this hus 
been accomplished these faruas, with the 
stock and implements upon each, wil be 
fairly valued, and the uien who helped to 
curry out the improvements will aah 


have the offer af his own farm at the valu: 
nation price, he paylug for the suue¢ in fre. 


or len annual installments as say be ap: 
ranged. Inthe meantime each man re- 
ceives wages Lo Lhe rate af £51 a year, and 
ie has his house and one acre of garden 
grovod rent free. This scbemo fs being 
carried ont upen the Bell farin, in the Qu: 
*Appelle Valloy, ip the Province of Agyini- 
boi, undervhe direction of Ivfajor Bell, 
the orfginnlor of the syatem, with Mo, T. 
Routledge as a Supermtlendent in Chief. 
‘The sive of Lhe farnt is 64,000 acres, or 100 
square miles. There is consequently ov 
uagnitude about the work which ft is 
very clifticult Lo realize, bub as we Jearn 
what has hen done we become hetter 
prepared Lo uucopt the anticipntions of the 
fubur'e. 

In May of last year this tract of open 
praiviv land was move than 2U0 wiles from 
nny vallavay station, Lhe ploughs com: 
menced ees & the tucfoan the lath of 
Jime, aud the uildings were started on 
the Jdth of August. When I visited this 


Fatt N iar OA eee es ee ee es ee ee 
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p 


[es ae 3 


j Gushels of very superior “corn, 


ee te a 


Ao ingin 
Vine of railway was running through the 
centre of the farm, and & Lown of cou- 
siderable tmpnrtanee bul beon huili near 
the raibwey station. bia May, 1982, any 
one had suid that these resulis world he 
secured within sixteen mouths froin that. 
dnote, very fow would Jmave acceptud his 
remarks aus even probuble, Proceeding 
then frvoru what has been aceomplished, J 
may now draw attention ta whab has been 
srriungerl fhese details I have 
to thank » Who bas kindly ex- 
pressed a doubt whether they wiil be ac- 
cepted, excent by thase vweho have visited 
the seene of operations, and informed 
themselves as to its eanahbilities: 
Acres under Horaeson Estimate of 
corn. the favin, corn roduuce 


Bushevis, 

3400. 90,000 

WOO. 3: 10,000 

13,000 w. |W) 260,005 

oe B50 4, 3a). EDLDOO 
These Ggures arsundoubterlly astounding, 
but they are entiverdtothe highest respec 
To watch 21 of Deerings’ Soelf-bindlue 


— IRI r,s wt oe 


in this year, no less Chau 0 lhomusteads 
had been built, over 9,000 acres were under 
the plongh,and of chis quantity ¥4c0 acres 
had produced excellent vrops of whet, 
yielding an estimated nraduee of {10,000 
bushely of very superior corn, 


; Working awny ut a 760 acre teld of wheat, 
is w sight which will 
_ NOTRE SOON FoRGOTrEN | 
es ne witnessed . this harvest, 
‘ M 7 Gul i cerlaincy prepares the mimi for deal- 
AX inain |, ing with large results. Nor was ib lesa 


farm at Lhe darmiuencement of Seplember 


—— 
. 


See et 7m 
oa = 


nv 


jdienpers, each drawn by Lhrve liorses, ant 
‘, 
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surprising to lenrn. how very simple the 
prepavacion of the law hud bean for pira- 
ducing Suche erap, The 3,100 adres of 
tier had been situpiy ploughed over wbout: 
Liree juches deep, in the previous Burn 
LPmer, and it had reunited wntowehed until 
tle spring, wheu the ground was seeded 
by 2) byoan-eash wowing minchines, 
plerch drawn by oe horse, foliuwed 
by’ 4G sets of spring, barrows, enels 
Grawn by two horses. ‘The costs of 
vulitvation wera therefore uxcessively 
modermta. The guity of the wheat, 
however, is remarbly good, for it is ranked 
in the hishnst grade lor the production of 
tha mmneh prized Minneapolis flour. ‘The 
soil of cvhis farm is a rich, deen, black 
dup on a clay sub-sofl. Ib is not 

H intention to grow wheat cou- 

tinuously, bul he preposes togive the 
amd nn summerfullow every third year, 
aud thas, whilst tha laud, will be kepe 
Here is will probably produce as niueh 


What as if if lud been under corn year 
iifiar year. Under this system he is ihte 
lta increase the size of enci furm from, the 
iusval quantity of 169 acres (one-fourth of 
8 Site silo) Lo 215 acres, 
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7 Sad rh Be Ye OVI! YY wee ws Ps . > 
| Well may Canada be proud of having 
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the largest farm in the work, but she may 
lous mud more gratified to know thas this 
Nuri is atso remarkable for producing an 
charnagus yield of wheat, ut the smallest 
known, coxt, and of the highest quality. 
AL the snme. tine a5 & colonizntion schomo 
ii will be very Inrgely prorilable to her 
i caplealbsts, and will sattle 300 firme woder 
cuuditions which will secure their future 
success, The Qu'Appelle valley has been 
encrally. zevopnised ng one of the choicest 
portions of Lie fertile Northwest, aud in 
few years we shall cdoultlesa fMnd that 
popular julgmeat very fully justified, by 
the large number of luxatignt and prokt- 
able farsa which ere beihg established 
within ils boundaries, 
SE 
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1883 — 30 Nov. — York Herald — report from Professor Tanner — similar to what he presented in August. 


1883 — Supreme Court of the NWT — Law Suits 


[Frank’s Note: As A.J. Osment was closely linked to the Bell Farm’s initial establishment, and to brickmaking in 


the region, law suits relating to Osment are also included in this listing.] 


Call SAB _ | Microfiche | District Court / | Conflicting Parties Year(s) Comments 
Number File Box Supreme Court 
Reference | of NWT 
R1266 22 H0O1 DC 4/83 W.H. Donaldson 1883 
(Microfiche: Vs. 
R16/10) Qu’Appelle Valley 
Farming Company 
R1266 44 L0O1 DC 31/83 R. Bell 1883 Not sure if R. Bell is 
(Microfiche: Vs. W.R. Bell or someone 
R16/10) Canadian Pacific else 2??? 22? — As this 
Railway relates to a cow at 
Summerberry, | suspect 
this is not Major W.R. 
Bell. 
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1883 — Dec. 1 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— Report on Bell Farm harvest in Nov. 1883 


“CITY AND PROVINCE — The threshing on the Bell farm is fast approaching completion under 
the instrumentality of the two steam threshers employed. The frost put a check to ploughing 
on the 5" of this month. As it is, there are nearly 7,000 acres ready for next spring’s seeding. 
Major Bell is a firm believer in early seeding in this country as the only panacea for September 
frost. He reports having sold 10,000 bushels of wheat of last year’s crop in Montreal at 88 
cents, and 13,000 bushels at home for seeding purposes next year at $1.25 per bushel.” 


1883 — Dec. 8 — Welsh Flag and Times, p. 3 — Irish visitors W.J. Williams and D.J. Owen to Bell Farm 
NOTE: an extensive article, but all written in Welsh. Need translation (see also: Sept__ 1883) 
1883 — Dec. 8 — North Wales — General comments on the Bell Farm & value of British pound vs Canadian dollar 


“Major Bell, of the Bell Farm, farms 64,000 acres at Indian Head for Qu’Appelle Valley Farming 
Company. He came to the district fifteen months ago, and considers £200 capital sufficient. The 
land on which he is settled is excellent, and yields 25 bushels of wheat to the acre, and 50 
bushels of oats. The ploughing season was commenced on April 17". Labourers are paid 35 
dollars (£7) per month in summer, and 28 dollars (£5 12 s) in winter, besides a cottage each, 
rent free, and an acre of land. Wood is sold to them at cost price. The winter in this part is 
found to be cold, though healthy. The other periods of the year are also found to be healthy. 


1.” 


Sheep, cattle, poultry, do wel 


1883 — Dec. 18 — Glasgow Herald — Gov. Gen. Lorne’s report on the Bell Farm (based on reports provided by others who 
visited the Bell Farm. Lord Lorne was not at the farm himself.) 


“... His Lordship then gave a description of the Bell Farm which has been lately begun near the 
village of Qu’Appelle. The farm buildings are of stone, and, besides the ordinary 
accommodation, have blacksmith’s shop and other conveniences. The granary, when the 
harvest had all been ingathered, would contain 30,000 bushels of wheat, weighing 67 Ib. to the 
bushel, and averaging 22 bushels to the acre. The yield of oats would be about 70,000 bushels, 
and all the product of 3000 acres of land. The stable — which is a circular, airy, stone building — 
can accommodate 36 horses; while the cattle shed, which is roofed over, is capable of holding 
200 head of stock. There are 26 self-binder reaping machines on the farm, 50 sulky ploughs, 2 
steam threshing machines, giving employment to 87 men. There are 40 stations on the farm, 90 
work horses are owned, and 60 head of milk cows. The farm is ten miles square, and next year 
10,000 acres will be put into seed. 10,000 poplar trees are being planted and the company who 
own the far are cutting 800 tons of wild hay for the use of the stock during the winter. The 
employees are paid 35 dollars a month, or about £80 a year, and already 250,000 dollars have 
been expended on the farm. On the farm is the town of Indian Head, containing a population of 
from 100 to 200; a hotel is being built, and the place is to be laid out and planted by the farm 
company with shade trees. From this great farm down to the smallest property the same 
progress is everywhere visible. As for fuel........ 
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1883 — Dec. 22 — 106 Buildings now on the Bell Farm. 


Twenty-seven cottages erected on the Bell Farm since June of 1882. Twenty-two occupied by married men. — 


(Source: Annual report for Dept of the Interior, 1883 — Part 1, p. 12, Letter from J. McD. Gordon, Dec. 22, 1883, 
Regina) 


1883 — Dec. 24 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— Major & Mrs. Bell staying in Winnipeg at Grand Union Hotel. 


“PERSONAL — Major Bell, of the Bell Farm, and Mrs. Bell, arrived from the West on Saturday 
night, and are at the Grand Union.” 


1883 — Dec. 28 —Daily British Colonist, Victoria, B.C. p. 4 — Freezing cold halts CPR train east of Indian Head 


EASTERN CANADA MAIL - (per steamer — North Pacific) - 
19 — The thermometer is forty degrees below zero. 


nies INDIAN HEAD, Manitoba. Dec. 


The passenger train at 1 a.m. on Monday froze up eight miles east of here. The train is still 
there and the passengers are being kept from starvation by food sent from here in sleighs. No 
mails are being received or dispatched and there is great discontent among businessmen.” 


1883 — Dec. 31 — Territorial Appointments: 1875-1883 


Summary: Major Bell among 87 men appointed Justice of the Peace for the North-West Territories; three of 
which lived in Indian Head (James Harvey, Major Bell and Samuel McDonald) since the organization of the NWT 
until Dec. 31, 1883. Also, 63 men appointed as Notary Public, including two men from Indian Head (Thomas 


Routledge and Samuel Macdonald). And 43 men appointed as Issuers of Marriage Licences, include one man 
from Indian Head (Thomas Routledge). 


SOURCE: Annual report for Dept of the Interior, 1883 — Part 4, p. 14-17, Report from Lieut. Gov. Edgar Dewdney 
on the state of activities in the North-West Territories: 


1883 — Dec. 31 — Sessional Papers 1884 - No. 14, , Vol 8, p. 14-85 — Bell Farm crop report 


“Major Bell, of the “Bell Farm”, reports the exportation of 10,000 bushels of red fife wheat to 
Montreal, at 88 cents per bushel, and that 13,000 bushels of the same crop has been distributed 
over the country, for next year’s seed, at $1.25 per bushel.” 


1884 


1884 — January _ —Annual report for Dept. of the Interior, 1883 — Report from Lieutenant Governor Edgar Dewdney on 
the state of activities in the North-West Territories: 
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“The experience, however, gained this year on the Bell farm, at Indian Head, is evidence of the 
capabilities of the soil when properly worked, and seed put in at the proper time.” 


(Source: Canada Sessional Papers 1884, Paper # 12, Part 1, p. 11-12) 
1884 — Jan. 1 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1— Report on new Presbyterian Church at Indian Head 


“CHURCH BUILDING - .... At Indian Head the people, more ambitious than most of 
congregations along the line of railway have erected a very fine brick church this year with a 
seating capacity of fully 300. The Rev. D.M. Ramsay labored there during the summer.” 


1884 — Jan. 3 — Regina Leader, p. 2 — Report on successful 1883 season at the Bell Farm 


“THE NORTH-WEST. The Dominion Land Office in Regina... . The Success of the Bell farm 
disposes of all fears arising out of Summer frosts. During the past season 1,200 acres were sown 
with wheat, ten hundred with oats, two hundred with potatoes, roots &c. 23,020 bushels of 
wheat were grown. Of this 21,720 bushels were of the finest quality, and averaged about two 
pounds per bushel above the standard weight 67 Ibs., the balance 1,300 bushels having been 
slightly frost bitten, though not materially injured for milling purposes. The seed from which the 
1,300 bushels were raised was sown on the 1° of May too late to obtain a wet start, and to this 
cause is attributed the damage by frost. The cost of production is estimated at forty-two cents a 
bushel. They sold 10,000 bushels to Mr. Ogilvie and got 89c. f.o.b. [freight on board] They sold 
a good many bushels to farmers around at $1.25 for seed. The roots and potatoes were very 
fine. We have seen the wheat, it is the very best Scotch fyfe No. 1. 


1884 — Jan. 9 - First annual general meeting for the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company took place in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba — extract of shares: 


16. The allotment of stock to the original subscribers therefor 
and to those now holding same is hereby made and confirmed, 
that is to say, to 
William R. Bell of Brockville, Ontario.......... 1100 shares 

- John Northwood of Chathain AG oe Pe ee 1000 do 
Hermann J. Eberts do GON. sicumanadaeone 500. do 
William Northwood do G6 hci ae. 275 do 
William J. Howard do QO iio woes be HOO 
Andrew Northwood do COU “Sica sneer 250 do 
Joseph Northwood, sr.do GOs eeramrromres 250 do 
Henry Smyth, M. P. do G0" sack Foes SO ido 

Robert Crawford of Brockville Oe Rueoneen 100 do 
Thomas C. Elwood of Toronto WG x soe eeorcan 100 do 
Edmund Burritt of Easton’s Corners do- ...:....-. 100 do 
William R. Thistle of Ottawa dG— ancien kOO. do 
Charles F. Houghton of Winnipeg, Manitoba ...... 100 do 
Maria L. Jackson of Chatham, Ontario.......... 100 do 
E. Dewdney of Qu’Appelle, Lieut.-Gov. N. W. T,.... 100 do 
Salter M. Jarvis do do stele, SOs. Cs 
Michael Houston of Chatham, Ontario ..... sats, SD (EO 
Hugh Malcolmson do HG ech crocs 50 do 
George K. Atkinson do Gr dears sales 50 do 
Harriet Northwood do Dien kane Cirea'ss 50 do 
James B. Todd do 0 yes cw. xi az, 0O- do 
Arthur W. Vowell of Cassiar, British Columbia...... 50 do 
J arbres: Ht. Burwell of St. Pr ul, Minnesota..........- 50 do 
Hedcas J. Eberts, Trustee, { Chatham, Ontario ee | io ae 
tobert Z. Rogers. Milford, Manitoba.. f 


Source: Provincial Archives of Saskatchewan 
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1884 — Jan. 10 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Bell back from Ottawa trip, stays at Winnipeg’s Grand Union Hotel. 
“PERSONAL — Major Bell, of the Bell Farm, has returned from Ottawa, and is at the Grand Union.” 
1884 — Jan. 10 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — new Bell Farm directors chosen at Annual Meeting 


“CITY AND PROVINCE...... At the annual meeting of the Bell Farming Company, held 
yesterday morning, the following directors were chosen: Messrs. A.F. Eden, W.R. Bell, John 
Northwood, Duncan Macarthur, W.L. Boyle, H.J. Edwards [sic], Governor Dewdney, Thos. 
Howard and C.G. Kelso.” 


1884 — Jan. 11 — Manitoba Daily Free Press — Report on Annual Meeting of QVFC on Jan. 9, 1884 — mentions switch to 
use of tin on roofs; 24 cottages & stables built to date, at $800 per set; 14 portable round granaries at 1,000 bushels 
each; reference to building the hotel; re squatters: date for Bell Farm establishment set at 29 April, 1882. 


Your Directors, early in the year, fiusl- 

the public genorally had, ed to 
usayo, given to the farm the naine of the 
manager, thought best to eanfirm xt by 
rosolutiun, so that tho portion af the 
propeity of the pis ig which st in do- 
signed to bring undor cultivation, and | I 
where the active operations of the com- | 
pany sre carried un, is now known ae the 
“ Betl Farm,” { 

The past season jus boon a remarkable 


ty 


THE BELL FARM. |« 


ay 
Annual Meeting of the Stock-| tv 
holders in Wiunipeg. t be 


a 


“ a 


cl | Smteresting Hepert of the Progress | y/ pit one from i ; i 
) many points of view, and en-| | 
e ef tho Parm—A Btatemont ofits § | C pecially have fame ion Western and 
il- Pincal A@airs—EKiection of oq |S Northwesiern America ronan to re 
Directors, fq |)’ member it ag one of disaster and Joss, 


The annual mouting of tho shurobold- 
ors of The Qu’Appello Valley Farming 
—— (limited) wok place at thar 
h offices in thin erty on Wednoaday, 
January 9th. Thore was « ful! attond- 


4 
_ the summer dry, but frost net in early in 
] 
f pl 
ance, with the Prosident in the chair, i 
u 
t 


r 5 Not alone was the spring backward sud 
September, in too many mstances seri- 
"| ously atiocting the tof the labor of 
| the whole of the past your Gram grew 
~~ slowly during the unusually dry and 
cold garly summor, und not until tho 
middle of July—a mouth late—did re- 
freshing rain visit the parched fiolda. 
ad ing oy vs ce rend with mar- 
) f velous growth, and mx weeks char 
Valley rast Company (limited) : tracts apparently denl into waving oh 5 
GuarLamew :—tn submitting to you, |} ,, | Waclen fields in various stayos of matutity. 
as direct od by the stutate, an account of | tl \ a On the 7th of Septomber vost” fell ovor a 
the recoipts and expenditure of the past vast belt from the Atlantic Ocean to the 
year, and showing tho ent stoning | a Rocky Mountains, and from Iatitude 40 
of the company, 1 shall take adyuwutage | y . to tho desolate Arctic. No untpened 
uf the ocenaion to present to at some giam or fiuit, or the more delicale vege- 
length the various features of the opera-| a }. | tables escaped where atall oxposed, Not 
tiuns of the company, and ropeat the} |, | wll have suffered alike oven undor similar 
opinions thereon formed after personal }q | | conditions, but the widespread havoc has 
investigation by many unbinawd and dis- given abundant ovidence of the vist of 
tinguished visitors to the Northwest, I} ‘ the frost king, The escape of nuany per- 
unk T may eafely sny that few unter: | 1 rons in Mamtoba and somo in the North- 
wises of the kind im this ot sny other} t west, from tho effecte of this visitation 
@ havo called foith sv many words of |a 18 credited pretty rally to two things 
eucovium, and so few of blame aa thatin|d ---ood seed mat aatte sowing. Tho 
? Boll Farm had the good fortanc to 


ena alernnd oha.t.1—* 


After tho transaction uf routine busi- 
ness the annual report was read '— 
FUESIDENL'S RRYORT. 
To the Sharelioldora of the Qu'Appolle 


h wo are interested 
Your Directors, eutly in the year, fil-|q [* 
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[Note: the reference to frost across North America on Sept 7, 1883 was later discovered to 
have been the result of the Krakatoa volcanic eruption that spewed massive volumes of ash 
into the atmosphere, affecting plant growth around the world.: “The 1883 eruption of 
Krakatoa (Indonesian: Letusan Krakatau 1883) in the Sunda Strait occurred from 20 May-21 
October 1883, peaking in the late morning hours of 27 August when over 70% of the island of 
Krakatoa and its surrounding archipelago were destroyed as it collapsed into a caldera.” 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1883 eruption of Krakatoa] 


oor seed, and ely sowing. Tho 
“Boll Burm” had the wood tress 40 
enjoy almost absolute freedom—not from 
tho froat, forit camo, but from its ravages, 
The best antl porost secd had beon pro- 
,;cured Inst March, and so soon as the 
snow fled sveding conumenced, and the 
result im thia instance proves not 
|, }outy the capacity of the aml but the cer- 
' tainty of a good crop sven in tho moat 
P| anfavornble season, provided the prime 
[ a yeed and carly seod 
with careful lw are recognizer, 
h| Tho ‘ Bell Form” ina fulfilled « large 
portion of its miason alroady. The suo- 
‘| cess attendant on the offorts of the man- 
| |ager ahd staff, in the face of seemingly 
L para difcultion, and the glooin 
outlook amid early draught and . 
ing frost, served to ro-ostablish in a won- 
derful d the confidence of mony a 
y 
\] 
\ 


=_we 


farmor whore parched and thinly covered 
ground was in contrast with the well cled 
fields on tho ‘Bell Farm,” and tio 
immunity of the latter from frost 
tends to choor and revive tho 
husbandman, oven amd thu wreck 
of hin past labor; for he concludes, 
and conoludea wisoly, ‘If the ‘Dell 
Farm’ with Inud imperfectly ploughed 
only onco during the latter ca of lat 
yoar, when the ground was too dry to 
turn over raised good cropa on the 
“breaking,” owing to having good seed 
aud having sown carly, why may rot I 
with as good ground and better pro 
ation—having bask-set as well os bekees 
—raiwe even crops ft” And reason- 
mg thus, many huudred farmers have ro- 
ved to remain in the Northwest, cun- 
fident of its vagt roaources and capabilitica, 
who but for the past soason’s success of 
the “ Bell Farm” would have returned 
whenco they came This fact slone 


= 


————— 
es ee ee eee me i le 


— 
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who but for tho past soasan’s success of 
the “Bell Farm” would have returned 
whenco thoy came This faot alone 
stamps the enterpriso inaugurated and 
earricd on by the ‘Qu Appelle Valle 
Farmmg Co." as one well conceirod an 
one which will doubtless under futare 
dovelopmenta fully beur out al) the antic- 
ipations of its—ut one time thought too 
 o —promoters 

The operations ou the farm may be 
dealt with undur two hoade—cultivation 
and improvements, 

CULTIVATION, 

During the summer and fall“of 18382 

ound was Lrokon to the oxtent of nbunt 
700 ncrca, and as it wan impossible to 
futher propare the land for thie yunt's 
crop by backsetting, it was doculed on 
the nilvice of Maunger Bell lo euw on the 
“biowkmg,” or onca-turnéd sod. The 
oxperiment—for in the face of the ususl 
mode of agriculture in the Northwustern 
States and Manitoba it woa an oxperi- 
ment—proved a decided snevess, demon- 
atinting the bility of bringing furth 
from the loud « paying erop the first year 
off a much larger area than could posmbly 
he pecomplished hod the land necessarily 
to bp twice plowed. The yield avernged 


| {ou the land sown in wheat nearly twenty 
hushed 


68 of very chowe hard grain der 
aere, some of which was sold at 88> per 
bushel delivered on the ears at tho faria 
atation of Indian Head, The balance of 
that grain for gale is now ready for ship- 


}|ment, under orders for seed at 81.26 por 
buahel and a sufliciont supply of sead for|] 
| 6,000 acres—the amount to he sown 


next apring—is now in store in good 
condhtiwn, 


- i i ee TS met ee ee ee wee ee 


hh —— ae et mF or; 


The vat crop proved light owing to the ,4 
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of 


condhtron, 
The vat crop proved light owing to tho 
severo drought in the carly poet of the 
aummer. tween throe and four thou- 
wand bushels wero sold at 36 to 400, but 
the balk of this grain, twenty thoiwsand 
bushels, has beon kept for aced and feed, 
Ploughing commenced 4s soon os tho 
frost was sufficiently out of the ground, 
and was continued with al) the foree 
available until the 7th November, when 


. |uctive operations in that line wero closed 


tho near approach of winter. Stubble 


res. = & oct eB 


8 September 2024 


es 


necommedation of the mm at the sain 
station, a binckernth «J op and a horse 
infirmary with several nccessary shede 
twenty-two adiditsonal cottages with 
stablus have been put up oo 

sections, Aftur testing the yurious . 
wmginuse i was f.und that tin could be 
used with little inervased cost, av that 
metal hua beon chiefly omployea. The 


oughing followed close after harvest, |) ||. ; 
and ae land for next year i4 in a r soa ts "Y eng gd Prior ae 
his} superior condition to that of Ipst sons. rooms. Tho major portim are occupied 
Seven thousand acres aro turned ready by married tenants, Mhines cost complete 
V.j}for the “‘spring booth" ani ‘‘disc’'j¢ wth stable attached about 8800 sach 
he harrows that precede secding. In addition to the foregoing a stationary 
e| The farm next , 1b is anticipated, 4,000 buahele 
mj will yield fully 120,000 bushels of wheat ory aise able ees pa aner d 
for iri beast At an average| [futur pestle, rere, Se 
atlo ushels t+ the cay this wsll require hean added to the #torage facilities. The 
ie to oo it #100 cara, making 15 full vrection of an clovator at Uhe station of 
of} Tho various operations uf ploughing, cg the Jorflipeer lhewre Pro r-y 79 
pil | needing and reaping havo heon watehad |8 |} pic consent of the C. P. R. Compauy 
ch — Fae sno Boor i €- time me 1 | hina boon asked and obte’ red for ils orec: 
ishmen Re 
jal | hud photographers on tho ground taking | | Foncing, —Th i] Ms 
ah ber siny, —Threomilos have been built, 
fe Hahn a —— ae a and it ia proposed to put up soven milous 
these views will be incorporated in tho | Oe gly been set out for six 
S lmusatyiec F naeeaeee” ladies lous the cuit hadkwens, and 
nil | issued by the C, b iway Company. feds Sha a ge acer, i, Ma 
ps sernoveeniens. ! ry en for wi 
i-| During the peason Duilding haa} } | | PRmeRtAh. ane 
ov | been varried of csctenonnecuatt the |4 Fl.. lsat gy sabes May tharos ate 
min buildings vrected last yearand noticed sof cans Gf te Chins oceiana tuk doa 
in the last re have been built|| [| uF one reat 
me ia of Tushels capacity with |) | the farm, and hy moans of dana thrown 
be Tleantar" tions for tho of fF — _— the water aupply is now i 
, ) foxhauatible. 
implements, two barrack cottages fur the | | The C. P. R. Company have agreod t 
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exhaustive. 

The C. P. R, Company have agreed to 
share the expense of this work, 38 a 
water of ptm quality has beon struc 
at the imnin house and other stations at 
adopth of thirty-five foet. 

Bridgos,—In widition to the exvollent 
roadways formed ly the dome acroes 
the sonles's aubstantial bridges have been 


Tho ful) supply on the company's tans 
is umply sufliciont for all wauta, and the 
near prospect of see sow cemoruK ony 
linyerng anxivty on this hesd. 

TOWN SITH 

Although the question of a town site 
lak not formed part of the ome 
schewo, yet tho advantage of eateblish- 
mig a a it where the mechanic or pro 
feasional nan could find » home avon be 
came apparent. ‘The altuntion when the 
C. ». Ry. has the statwn of 
Lodi Hoad hoing » very eligible one 
and possessing those prime ruquisites to 
a towh absolutely necessary to certain 

ross, viz.: good water and gool 
rainago, to eecute theao advantages, 
section $4, 18,13 was pa from 
the Government without conditions and s 
patent granted to the company. The 
plot hua been laid out be & competent 
gurreyor and a number of lots have been 
sold. Sovornl first-class brick and frame 
buildings have alroady been the 
nan etreet gradod and the town i- 
bidian Head is an accomplished fact. The 
+ removal theruts of the Indian office for 
tho district and the bnprevement of the 
northorn and othor trails loading into st 
givaa assurance of stealy and continued 
growth. Anticpating a flood of visitor 
to the farm at at seasuns and bulieving 4 
b}gocd hotel would bo almoat 8 pro-requis- 
d fie to the sucvefaful start of the tows, 
b| the bunt of directors determinad to hui 


—o 


oe 


8 September 2024 


ite fo the aucvctalul start of tho fawn 

the buanl of directors devorminad to build 
at:ch an hotel as, while aceumplishing the 
object of acconunodating thy public, 
might eonvemontly be turned inte a 
atudenta house in direct connection 
with the farm, ‘The building is ready for 
use, but owing to tho late season at whith 
it was fimehed no oligible tenant could be 
scoured, but the Board belwve that the 
apring will find it opened with excellent 
} and that it will accomplish 
ully the omgmal nim of ite construction. 

RQUATTERA, 
Thia 


uestion was gm to heve 
been bnally settled last Mebruary, when 


noticos were sorved by the Govermment 
Agent, on the various intruders, and the 


date re-opened, and 
to the Land Commissioner in Winnipeg, 
to finally de‘ormine the matter, After 
an ox)iustive enquiry, made on the spot, 
inissioner ed the date 
before montioned, and the Governmont 
have finally adopted that dny, and have 
in notified ali partivs acoordingly. 
Three of the parties whose qleims 
wone ment havo been bonygat off, and 
(hough it may be requisite to take pyo- 
ceedings in one or two inetances, yet the 
vestion may be consklerod as about 
med, Tho Agent of the Dominion’s 
Lands hos been ordered w proceed at 
once to Lhe tract and designate the lands 
hy soctions and confirm company in 
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 prenese Thore will then be hut one 
omestoad within the conypany’a bounda, 
j that of a squatter whose gh. hw never 
besn queationed. > jas been 
nuule for adjoining lands sufiicient to 
make vp any deflcit in the amount of 
lands taken up by this squatter and the 
town arte, ® Ayent for Dyminion 
Lanils jas duly reported fulfillment 90 far 
by the company of the terms of the 
Order-in-Cou 
C. P. K. COMPANY, 

The velatiuns of the Qu'Appolle Val- 
ley Purining pe 1 with the ©, P. R. 
hare boen of the Most amicable mature. 
Though the enhaneed price net upon 
the railwny sectivos within the mile 
belt made it mecossary to call up 
moi money than would otherwixe have 
been mqnired, yet now the (, P, jt, 
sinee the viet uf their directors lust Au- 
gust have intimated their willin;meas to 
rount one-half the price uf these vectiuns 
ou cultivation within two yeam. Thie 
will aes arebate of not low than 
814,200, There is with this dedustion 
still due for prinespal and interes). about 
$12,000, for meee of which drrange- 
nents are how boing made. 

As the portwn of the track knewn aa 
the “ell Farm” ins been set apart fur 
entre cultivation, the directors beliove it 
would be judicious to seli tho outlying 
acehous ty goud men who would under- 
take tu carry out the conditions of settle- 
ment. Offers have boen roceiroil lately 
for certain of thero Jands at good prices. 
EXPENDITURE AND XRORIPTS, 


a a ll 


8 September 2024 


“ se pense AND a PTs, 
@ gross expondituro for the past 
has beon $162,546.60, and aon thew. 
ganization of the company, €244,729.96 

The Directors, bolieving the interoxte of 


Use stoukholders generally would be sub- 


sorved by burrowing in tlhe English ioarket 
the funds noceasnry to further corry on 
the vperntiona, have proposed te one 
dobentures for auch amountas way be 
doomod necesrary, and « by-law has 
prepared for thu snnotion of tho share- 
holders, authorizing the Board to 1egcts- 
ante alown not oxcueding 150,000, it 
is not nocessary Lo repent the reasons for 
this ve as thay have already been fully 
laid bofure you. 

The report and financial statemer t wero 
received and by resolution approved vor- 
rect, 

RLECTION OF DIRECTORS. 

The cloctaon of directors waa neat pro- 

cooded with, and resulted as full, wa :— 


Hon: Tho Howsrd Winnipeg. 
4. # Eden, Winalves. 
ert aa 
John Northw Chatham, Out, 
bela, ] Fagin. 3 Halleck, }ilme. 
W. ‘oag 

13 Eberle, Winmipey. 

Mayor W. R. Bell was ngnin appxintod 
Manngor, ind Bly. H..J. Eberts Socr stary- 
Treasurer. . 

At a meeting of the Board en 
held, Dir, Duncan MacArthur, of mn 
MacArthur, Boyle & Catapbell, ‘was 
elected Prusident, and Hon, Pics. How- 
ard Vice-presklent, : 


1884 — Jan. 15 — The Commercial, Winnipeg ,p. 308 — “Farmers’ Complaints - no frost damage at the Bell Farm 
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“That we will have year after year a succession of such misinformation it is supreme folly to 


anticipate, notwithstanding the predictions and omniscient pretensions of political demagogues; 


and we have a good guarantee that such a combination will not again occur in the fact that a 
very large proportion of the evils can be prevented by precautions on the part of the farmers 
themselves. The frozen wheat difficulty can at least be avoided as is witnessed by the results of 


the Bell farm crop this year, where not a bushel of wheat sown in proper season was in any way 


injured. That all the frozen wheat of the country however is the result of carelessness it would 


be unjust as well as foolish to assert. Wheat raising, and farming of every description on a large 


scale is as yet considerable of an experiment in the Northwest, and farmer like all people have 


to learn, and their education has been rather costly during the year now closed.” 
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THE BELL fA RM, 


| We called attention a few days ago to 
‘the admirable crop raised by the Bell 
Farm und we have recently beon assured 
| by some gentlemen from the vicinity that 
the individual settlers have grown as good 
and in some cases even better crops than 
Major Bell, But the Bell Farin crops 
bring the grain-bearing qualities of the 
soil in a striking way before the public 
mnintl and cannot fail to do great good, It 
settles the questson whether large crops | 
of grain can or cannot be grown here, | 
The report of Mr. Dewdacy, President, 
ralat the angual meeting in Winnipeg is | 
| ic Stear statement of Uho compay’e nfthirs. | 
Davie The summer and fall oF T1882, 
ground was broken to the extent of 2,700 | 
acres and seed Was sown last year on the 
breaking. The experiment was a success, | 
‘Thr yield in wheat avormging twenty bus- |, 
Wels to The acre which was sold at 88¢. per | 
bushel ~The Balance of the grain is ‘un. 
| aa Oder for seed at 81.25 per bushel, 
and a sullicient supply of sod for 6,000 | 
acres—tho amount to besown next Spring 
* WW iow fi More in good condition. Tt is 
Witicipated that the farm next year will | 
yield Tally 120,000 bushels of wheat for 
OU iext Year. AT an average of 400 | 
| bushels to the car this will require to re- 


| ements, two barrack cottages for the ac- 


move it $00 cars, or 15 full trains, 


' tn 
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1884 — Jan. 17 — Regina Leader- p. 2 — Report on Annual Bell Farm Financial Report for 1883 


During the past year a granary of we 
O00 Wushels capacity has been built, with a 
“leanto” additions for the storage of im- 


commodation of the men at the main 
station, & Dlackamith’s shop and a horse in- 
-firmary wid twenty-two additional cottages 
with stables, These cottages are substan- 
| tially “Wuilt™ and with stables coat about 
| #500 each. In addition to the foregoing 
la stationary farm granary 4,000 bushels 
| capacity and fourteen portable granaries, 
cealer in form of 1,000 bushels each 
have Deon added to the storage facilities. 
| Tho erection of an elevator at the station 
‘of che C. P. TR. has been under considera 
tion, The cost is estimated at 815,000, 
Tooldea this fencing, trees, water and 
‘beidyes have all been attended to on an 
cmbitions seale, The gross expenditure | 
for the year was 102,346.06, Since the | 
orgenization of the company the sum of | 
@.14.710.06 has been spent, Lieutenant. | 
Governor Dewdney is ono of the directors 
ond Moses, Danean MacArthur and Thos, 
| Howant vorpectively president and | 


| viee-prork’en JS 
ii 
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1884 — Jan. 19 — Edmonton Bulletin — report on 1883 harvest 


“The Bell Farm at Indian Head reports the perfect maturity of the wheat before frost.” 


“Lieut-governor Dewdney, president of the Bell farming company, reports the operations on the farm at Indian 
Head for 1883 as follows: Two thousand seven hundred acres was broken and cropped, the crop averaging 20 
bushels to the acre on sod. The company expects to have 6,000 acres under crop and a yield of 120,000 bushels 


of wheat during the coming year.” 


1884 — 19 Jan — Edmonton Bulletin, p. 1 — Dewdney reports on Bell Farm 1883 crop 
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1884 — Feb — Presbyterian Record, p., 42 : new brick church built at Indian Head in 1883 


“Manitoba and the Northwest:... The people at Indian Head, more ambitious than most of 
congregations along the line of railway, have erected a very fine brick church this year with a 
seating capacity of fully 300. The Rev. D.M. Ramsay laboured there this summer.” 


1884 — Feb. 8 — Sherbrooke Weekly Examiner: crop comments, based on Jan. 31, 1884 report 


“Hard times are beginning to dawn upon us as with you in the Eastern Provinces. The partial 
failure of the wheat crop, occasioned by early frosts and the exceedingly low price of oats, 
(which are now selling from 10cts to 25 cts a bushel, according to locality) are the main cause 
of the tightness of money. The Bell Farming Company raised large quantities of good seed 
wheat and also no small amount of the frozen article. The former is being sold to farmers for 
seed. The Red Fyfe variety is the favourite one with millers, and consequently the most 
grown. Angus McKay who resides here, raised on ten acres of land 446 bushels of this 
variety, all No. 1, from eighteen bushels of wheat sown. Should this season’s crop be a good 
one, thousands of bushels of wheat will be exported in the fall, as an immense tract of land 
has been prepared for spring seeding. | have just as much faith in the great and glorious 
future of this country as | have ever had, but have none in the Ottawa Government and very 
little in such enterprises as the Bell Farming Company ever carrying out their gigantic 
schemes to a successful issue, and excepting for the loss which would naturally occur to the 
shareholders, would not be sorry to have them collapse. 


Indian Head N.W.T. Jan. 31%, 1884” 


1884 — Feb. 8 — Sherbrooke Weekly Examiner: - Piapot community cutting wood for Bell Farm 


The news article below "Communications" has a few Bell Farm references - a not so good opinion of the 
operation but also mentions Chief Pie-a-Pot and band chopping 800 cords of wood for the Bell Farm. 


eS 


We celebrated the closing hours of 
the oldSyear and the advent of a new one 
by entertaining a duzen or more dusky 
braves toluoch. Lt was a very interest- 
iug and novel sight to us, who were 
but loukers on, to see them squatting on 
the floor and drinking tea strong enough 
to float a stone and stowing away pounds 
ot bard tack, and thankfal enough were 
we that our lot had been cast in more 
pleasant places tban that of the North 
American Indian. Asa rule, they are 
a dirty, lazy and harmless lot, a few of 
them are youd workers, but these few are 
the excuption. Pie-a pot and his band 
bave finished chopping some eight hua- 
dred cords of wood for the Bell Farming 
Company, aod for which I understand 
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} | they were paid one dollar and fifty cents 
per cord. Pie a-petisthe chief of the 
Crees, and lives on the reserve near us ; 
he has given Governor Dewdney aud bis 
Offictala more tronble and anxiety per- 
haps than any other redskin in the 
whole North West. Gov. Dewdney does 
not seem tobave the happy faculty of 
inepiriog confidence in the breast of the 
pour untutered savage, and fur that mat 

tur not any too much so in that of the 
white man. Ic is the opiuivn of people 
genorally that be intends to feather bis 
little nest while Governor of the Terri 

tories, And if haif ot the stories related 
about bim and his speculations are to be 
believed, that little nest must be already 
well lined aod proot against a rainy day 
lt is currently reported that he is to bo 
the Governur of the coutemplated Prov- 
ince of A»siniboine; but we truant that 
such will not be the case, Hia whole- 
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1884 — Feb. 12 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 -Squatters issue goes to arbitration — Dr. Orton 


“A private telegram was received in the city yesterday from Dr. Orton, M.P., to the effect that 
the difficulties existing between the settlers located on the lands of the Bell Farming Company 
and the Company will be referred to arbitration by mutual agreement.” 


1884 — Feb. 21 — Regina Leader — p. 4 — Bell Farm Reaches Agreement with the Squatters 


“THE BELL FARM V. THE SQUATTERS. Mr. T.C Johnstone of Regina the solicitor of the 
Squatters on the Bell Farm who is now at Ottawa has succeeded in making a satisfactory 
arrangement on behalf of his clients. An agreement has been signed at the Capital embodying 
the terms of the settlement, the squatters are to vacate the lands they now hold and are to 
receive from the Company in cash the value of their interest in the same including their 
improvements such value to be determined by arbitration, the squatters are to be provided with 
homesteads and pre-emptions elsewhere and are to be entitled to a patent after one years (sic) 
residence instead of the usual period of 3 years. The squatters also obtain other advantages but 
these appear to be the main features of the agreement.” 


1884 — Feb. 22 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Squatters Rights arbitration 


“THE CAPITAL [Ottawa] — Squatters Rights. Mr. T.C. Johnstone, of Regina, who has been here 
for some time in the interests of the Bell farm squatters, has had the matter referred to 
arbitration. The arbitrators are Geo. Taylor and John F. Wood, M.P. The squatters who come 
within this arrangement will in any event be paid for their improvements and time, and will be 
allowed two years residence in obtaining the patents of any homestead.” 


1884 — Feb. 26 — Edwin Brooks reports in letter on birth of the McClary girl on the Bell Farm, and death of Mrs. McClary; 
and speculation that the Bells might adopt the oldest of the McClary children 


Indian Head, 
26th Feb., 1884, 


I don’t know that I have anything in particular to write to you this week 
but must try and write a little. We have been having a regular January thaw for 
three days. The weather has been very mild indeed but is now much colder, We 
prefer the cold to the wet, The latter is too much like Quebec weather. We receive 
but two mails a week now and the mail this morning brought me no letters from 
anybody. A lady named Mrs, McClary working for the Bell Farming Co. gave 
birth to a little girl about ten days ago. Her husband was away down in Winnipeg 
and she did not receive very good care, The nurse allowed the fire to go out when 
the baby was but four days old, and the mother got a chill from which she never 
recovered. She died on Sunday, Her husband arrived last night and expects to 
take her remains to Ontario, | believe she leaves two children. 1 think Mrs. Bell 
expects to adopt one of them (the oldest one) as she has no children of her own. 


1884 — March 11 - Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. — Bell Farm featured in CPR Folder 
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re | Ii 
NEW ©. P, H. FOLDER. u 

The Canadian Pacific Railway author- 
ities have issued a handsome new foldér |’ 
setting forth fully the interests of their | q 
road, and containing some new views, 
some of which are in the Rocky Mount- 
ains. One of the latter, ‘' w peep at the 
Rockies’’ from neay Padmore, is very 
fine. The reading matter deals with the 
goneral character of the country along 
the route traversed by the railway, that 
regarding the line north of Lake Superior, 
in the Rockies and in'Britiah Columbia | 

being new and replete with interest. It 
deals too, with the advantages of the C,‘ 
P. R. asa through line, contrasting the 
distances by the different transcontinental 
linea, com with which the C P. R. 
is much the shortest. The climate, soil 
and many valuable resources of the 
country are dwelt upon at length, and is 

sure to attract attention in Forei 
Countries. A view of the Bell Farm with 

‘| the residence and outbuildings at Indi 
} | Head, 300 miles west of ne The 
-|niaps are excellent and give a full and 
licid idea of the topography of the 
;cuuntry, together with the routesof oxist- 
ing anc projected lines of railway. | 
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1884 - 16 March - Manitoba Daily Free Press — Bell Farm bonds bought by Winnipeg bankers. (McArthur and Boyle 


became Bell Farm Directors in 1885) 


“McArthur, Boyle and Campbell, bankers, have purchased the bonds of Major Bell’s fare, to the 
amount of $150,000.” 


1884 — 17 March — train left Winnipeg — report March 22 — Source: Victoria Times Colonist. .? (see also March 24 


below) 


“IMMIGRATION. — The First Arrivals of the Season — A Contingent for the Bell Farm — The 
Sowden Colonists. 


Immigration has now set in, and judging from news received from different quarters, it 
promises to be lively. Major Bell, of the Bell Farm, started a special train at noon on the 7 
of March , consisting of ten cars of horses, implements, and settlers’ effects, and one car of 
passengers, all families who are to settle and work on the farm. Amongst the latter are 
carpenters, blacksmiths and farm hands, all from the vicinity of Ottawa and Brockville. In 
addition to the foregoing, Major Bell is advertising for twenty families in this city to join the 
above party, to proceed west in time to commence spring operations. Mr. Eberts, Secretary 
of the Company, in the Bird Block, will arrange with the applicants to-day. The special train, 
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which arrived at an early hour this morning, proceeded by the C.P.R. to Brockville, thence by 
the Utica & Black River, to Utica, N.Y. , where the New York Central was taken to Buffalo, 
thence by the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern to Chicago, where the Chicago & 
Northwestern was taken to St. Paul, thence the St. P. M. & M. and C.P.R to Winnipeg. Major 
Bell, who was in New York the other day, says that the immigrants arriving at New York are 
being very much impressed with the low fare of $9.75 to Manitoba, and it is likely to draw 
largely upon American immigrants this season.” 


1884 — March 22 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 - advertisement in Winnipeg for Bell Farm workers 


“WANTED — A GOOD COOK, TWO General Servants (female), and Twenty Married Men 
accustomed to the care of Horses, for the Bell Farm. Apply Monday afternoon at the office of 
the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company Ltd., Bird Block, _ Bannatyne St. E. H.J. Eberts, Sec. 
Treas. Mar 22 24.” 


1884 — March 24 — Victoria Times Colonist, p. __- newspaper article indicates that Major Bell was in New York to send 
off a shipment of rail cars to Indian Head, with settlers and equipment. Looks like he did business in New York after he 
returned from England. 


IMISIGRATION. 


The First Airrivals of the Scnsen—A 
Oontingeont fer the Bell Farm—Tho 
Sowden Colonists, 

Immigration has now set iu, and judg- 
ing from news rocoived from different 
usrters, it promises to be lively. Major 

Bell, of the Bell Purm, started a special 

train ut noon on the 17th of March, econ- 

sisting of ten cars of horses, implementa, 
and settlers’ effects, and one car of. pas- 
wengers, a) families who are to‘aettle and 
work on the farm. Amongat.the latter 
are © ters, blacksmiths and fam 
hands, all froma the vicinity of Ottawa and 

Brockville, iin addition to the foregoing, 

Major Bell is advertising for twenty 

families in this city to join the above 

party, to proceed west in time to com- 


proceed 
by the C. P. i%. to Brockville, thence by 
the Utica ¢: Black River to Utica, | 


thence the St. P., M. & M., and, P. 
R. to Winnipeg. Major Bell, who was 
in New York tho other day, says that the 
imniigrants arriving at New York are bo- 
ing very muoa impressed with the low 
‘fare of $9.75 to Manitoba, and it is like- 
ly to draw largely upon American inmi- 


1884 — March 24 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 3 — Bell Farm and Immigration — new arrivals in Winnipeg 
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oS aE | 
THE TIDE OF IMMIGRATION. 


a rer nny 
sare the St. Paul, Minneapolis & Mani: | 
a oe Cumin Paibe 4 
Railway w Winnipeg. It might | ¢ 
aiso be mentioned that these intensd- q 
ing setilers broaght Sorses, cattle, farming | ¢ 
tapiements and otber secclers’ eSects with | ¢ 
them The party left early this murmiing j ¢ 
for toe West. 


Immigrants Arriving in Large 
Numbers. 


all lt lh at a i oe 


The tide of immigration may pow faiziy 
be said bo have sez in, notwiths=anding the 
exriiness of the season. Last week, it is 

: cocnting the stragriers, and 


qt 
OTUzZE AEKIVALA. a 
Two other iromigrant trains arrived this | q 
morning, gue at 4.30 and tie secoml at | | 
343 The trains were both of a con-., 
siderable = size, «being «= sargely = ade ‘4 
cp of cars containing settlers’ etlects. id 
On each train were about ofty immigrupt., | 

prineipaily heads of families, who are com- ‘ 


Prorince. Yesterday a pary of twenty- 
tig Gut w establish bomes for their fami- | 


re? principally young farmers from Penn- 


ICHENT PROSPECTS THIS = 
| 
} 


sa ae et ad ioe ae ee 


ania They have been en we before sending for them. Tie immi- | | 
nee the Bell farm. It is here. grants come principally fro; North Wel- ; 
soulan setde in this covcniry, and asgwuaasd North Perth. They lefs for 54 
will take up farms as soon as kere on the JSth inst., and, accurling to 

re have time to spy out the shir own confession had an ex. ! 1 
Fs They stave that agriccltural pur- cellent trip. Taey suy they were well i | 
joie in their mative state are proving a treated 00 the road, but reevived | § 
dgitare, and that itis ditievl: to make a rrecial attention ou the Albert Lea route | 

ne ¢ Isnd in the Eastern Sjates R | over which tivy came. A reporter bad an } 


Se on et animmense emigration west istertiew with Samuel Lithwell, one of the 

sbig and msext year. The farmers in Maine parry who came from Palmerston, Out. He 

sod Pennsylvania are rapidly becoming de-|4 | says there will bea large imstnizration from 

se ralipad © the poor results attained from the counties named above this svavon. | 

farming: ip fact. said one of the apy, tense % | Farmers still look with longing eyes to the | 
© A ving. 


they are scarcely able to mak Northwest, and hope te de much better 
peat those who arrived and who will here than in Optario. In the twoly 
work on ths are blacksmiths, trains that arrived there were forty carloads | || 
carpenters, farm ra The Bel) Farm- js | of imungrants’ clfecta and stock, four cars | 
jog Company is also advertising jor twenty |] icing tuflicient to accommodate the inmri- F 
families ip the city to join the grants. SMe. Harder has advices w the | J 
party and proceed to the farm in time |S | cifrct that a large uumber of immigrants ure 

yo commence operations in the spring. The 6a the way between Toronto and St. lav. | y 
tow rate of $9.75 from Montreal is having | 1 TRAFFIC Weer. h 
s capital effect on , aod agent< | ¢ ‘ ii 1 ti i 
way it will result inducing immigrants It looked something like old times 
yao would settle in the Ststes tocome tote | % see the train xo west this | a 
Canada. It might be mentioned thatthe! j; | morning. Is consisted of eight cnaches, 


taken by the excursion train which i} | *¥0 of which were Ligh srry Baap Ou board 4 
yroagbt the immigrants was the Canadian | were a large number of surveyors, voing to | i 
Pacine Bailway to Brockville, thence by the; e| | *2¢ Keeky Mountains, Agreat many of | ¥ 
Utica & Black River to Utica, New York, | 1) | s+ passengers were bonnd for Calgary, la 
where the New York Central was taken to/h | ‘hich is becomming a populur point, and will 
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t , theace by the Lake Shore & Michi ; doubticas absorb a considerable portion af | 7 

we Eonthers to Chicago, where the Chicazo { t) | the this year. There were 166 | 5 

& Northwestern was taken to St. Paul, | y | pisces ggage fur the western train. | 

thence the St. Paul, Minneapolis & Mani- | 5 ISAS CS 8 SNOMED, q 
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1884 — March 27 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 8 — Bell leaves Winnipeg for Indian Head with more employees 


“PERSONAL MENTION - Major Bell leaves this morning for Indian Head with fifty hands for the 
great Qu’Appelle Valley farm.” 


1884 — March 27 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Bell brings 50 employees from Winnipeg to Indian Head 
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“CITY AND PROVINCE — PERSONAL .... Major Bell leaves this morning for Indian Head, with 
fifty hands for the great Qu’Appelle Valley Farm.” 


1884 — March 27 — Brandon Mail, p. 6 — minor reference to the Bell Farm: 


“A List of Post Offices to be opened on the First of April... and Balcarres, Katepwa and Kenlis 
are situated in the Qu’Appelle Valley, due north of Indian Head and the Bell Farm” 


1884 — March 27 — Brandon Mail, p. 6 - purchase of Bell Farm Bonds by McArthur, Boyle and Campbell 


“PROVINCIAL ITEMS. - Messrs. McArthur, Boyle & Campbell, bankers, have purchased Bell Farm 
bonds to the amount of $150,000, running five years and bearing interest at 6 per cent, at 65.” 


1884 — March 28 - Canadian Statesman, Bowmanville, Ontario, p. 14 — Report on the Big Bell Farm from B.C. 


The wheat grown on the Bell farm 

ep a ta-| year svld at an average of 88 cts. per 
ed TOES Siliev hve caciewenphion' the choice grain, 
en te Big Farm for seed, brought $1.25, It is » 


a-| ‘The British Columbian publishedat New |'''’| en|in the report that there were very |; 
lly | Westminster, B. C., faivex ‘the following |°! «| th-|great drawbacks to farming operations 


; “eater: |im the - var. The early 
account of something pretty extensive in in the North-west last year ~f 
Canadian farming : * The ** Bell sf Y | part of Scag tlagearre hee epee ans 
©] on the other side of the Rocky Mountains, ot until the midd i F “eb 

-lis the biggest in the world, It con- . 6 tpt tet aes 
tains 64. avres, or 100 square wiles. : hae 
He report of operations on this} 4h rapid.-but.abaut that date. severe. frost 


oxpeh v Ld olecnsttee . | seriously injured nearly every 
for’1883 ae eal eacipl austen || duct thronghout. the whole terri ry, a8 
anc ones Bey a fal | ; it|well as M.nitoba, The Bell did 
esting facts as” we a 00 per neal | A not escape the frost. but it almost entirely 
Dogin eae oh ata XA The sod . ods | escaped ys i 6 er which aber hate 
i , . 7 : i Q M uri * 
sii y turned, the plough cutting only to pre oe ee eopribly injured. 
a depth of inches. The usual practice jand the yield was abundant. © are 
is to plough twice, the second operation . | told that many farmers in Manitoba and 
ing known as beckastting ; bu the North-west were sv discouraged last 
o 


found it impossible to do this in con- fall that they contemplated abandoning 
ae uence of the lateness of the seasun, -|their farms and going elsewhere, But 
and the experiment was tried uf sowing | the large measure of success which attend- 
right on top of the fresh sod. This ex- k-|ed the Bell ‘gave them cournge to 


riment, it is reported, met with very try again. They were able to see thar 
pase svi Mhe yield of wheat averaged their failure af toa cousiderable extent, 
nearly 24 bushels to the acre, and the ey | the result of imprudeuce, and tt may be 


sample was tirst-class, The total yield of | the lesson will produce jaating results. 
wheat on the farm last year was upwards Every Cwnadian may reasonably feel a 
of 90,000 bushels, and of oats about 25,- certain degree ide at the success of 


000, Last fall there were about 7,000 this mammoth and we of British 


. |acres ploughed ready for this year's crop. ) delighted if by any 
Tt is eenated tou be FA much better condi- Tee established in 


tion than that put under crop last year,| * pre | this conntry. We are free from mauy of 
and it is estimated that the will yield ; 


1 | 120.000 bushels of wheat next fall, beside 
| onagh fr sued net Yer, Jt i pane [bul sa. |he manner oft Ball fen, weal ey 
nex’ fall to plough 1 acres, an - : Nae f ; 
» | OCO acres in the fall. of 1876, when the},,o| (¢|very handsome dividends in British Co- 

crop is expected to reach 500,000 bushels. jlumbia. | os 
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1884 — March 29 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. p. 4— Donation to Wpg. Gen. Hospital — maybe Major W.R. Bell 


[Frank: As there are several men named “Major Bell” at this time, it is not certain if this reference is to Major Bell of 
Winnipeg or Major Bell of Indian Head. Major W.R. Bell left Winnipeg on March 27 to recruit men for the Bell Farm. 
Donations are not often documented in the Timeline; the only other one recorded to date (April 2022) was for land on 
which to build St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Indian Head — see June 3, 1883.] 


“CITY AND PROVINCE — The Secretary-Treasurer of the Winnipeg general hospital 
acknowledges with thanks the receipt of $20, being the result of a billiard match between 
Major Bell and Mr. Edward Riddle.” (Frank: which Major Bell? Charles Napier Bell was on the 
Board of the Winnipeg General Hospital, so it seems more likely that this donation was made 
by him.) 


1884 — April 3 — Brandon Mail, p. 8 — Ralph Todd to install Bell Farm telephones 
“Mr. Todd is going to put up six telephones on the Bell farm, near Indian Head.” 


1884 — April 3 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Bell Farm Hotel for rent — first notice 


HOTEL TO LET 
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ie f 
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1884 — April 4 — Victoria Daily British Colonist, p. 5 — Trainload of 11 cars bound for Bell Farm 


“EASTERN CANADA MAIL - WINNIPEG, March 22 — Immigration has now set in, and judging 
from the news received from different quarters, it promises to be lively. Major bell, of the Bell 
farm, started a special train at noon on the 17" of March, consisting of ten cars of horses, 
implements, and settlers’ effects, and one cars of passengers, all families who are to settle and 
work on the farm.” 


1884 — April 8 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Eberts releases report from Major Bell on spring seeding 


“MR. EBERTS, Secretary-Treasurer of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company, received a 
telegram yesterday from Major Bell, which states that harrowing commenced on Thursday, 
March 27", and seeding on Monday, the 31* ult. A subsequent telegram says the weather was 
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all that could be desired, and he expected to have all the seeding completed by April 20". This 
means that there will be by that date 7,000 acres under crop at the Bell farm.” 


1884 — April 8 — Report published in the Royal Colonial Institute, Annual Report for 1883-84, p. 193-194: 
“Seventeen Years in the Canadian North-West”, presented by Alexander Begg. 


Piston Six stations are established between Broadview and Qu’Appelle, the latter a thriving 
place, owing to the proximity to the fertile agricultural district lying to the north. The 
Qu’Appelle valley is already famous, and is thickly peopled with the very best class of settlers. 
Here is situated the famous Bell Farm. This estate was organized in 1882, and had under crop in 
1883 4,000 acres, which yielded an average of twenty-two bushels of wheat per acre from the 
sod, i.e., without backsetting. The company are preparing to put under crop 10,000 acres during 
the season of this year. No less than 10,000 bushels of last year’s crop were sold for export ata 
good profit. The great success attending the operations of this farm illustrates the facility with 


a“ 


which wheat can be grown in the North-West and sold at a profit to Eastern buyers. .... 


1884 — April 10 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 1 — Bell Farm Hotel For Rent 


OR REN T—HOTt L—A CcOOD OPENING. 
The Qu'’Appelle Valley Farming Company 
(Limited), proprictors of the Bell Farm, wish 
to negotiate with some competent and respon- 
sible party to furnish, equip and run the fine 
new brick hotel lately erected at 4 
on the & P. R. The house is well finished, is 
the largest in the Northwest, and as the situa- 


tion of the town is charining and the Bell Farm 
an object of great interest to the travelling pub- 
lic, thtre isan opening for a thoroughly trst- 
class business. None but respensible men need 
apply. Rental secondary consideration to good 
tenant. Apply to H.J. MKBeERTS, Sec.-Treas., No. 
4 Bannatyne street F ‘Innipeg.or to W.R, 
BELL, Manager, aa VE. TY 


98 kb 
1884 — April 28 — Brandon Daily Sun, p. 8 — Bell Farm buys 25 Harris binders 


“The implement men at Brandon report having made large sales of seeders and harrows this 
spring, and Messrs. Harris & Son 25 self-binders to the Bell Farming Co.” 


1884 — May 4 —- Victoria Daily British Colonist, p. 5 — Brantford binders to Bell Farm (also republished on May 10, 11, 13, 
23, 28, etc. - p. 1) 
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Farming in the North-West. 
i Enrenrntss. --Messra A. Harris, Son 


t | & Co. (Ld.), Wedne ived by wire 
an order from the ** * Qu’ Apello 
} | N. W. T. for 28 of their celebrated Brant- 


ford binders and 10,000 pounds of bind- 
ing twine, Whon it is known that the 
MeCormick Co. and William Peering, of 
Chieage, were both competing for this 
order, as were also all Canadian manufac- 
turers the very high standing of the 
“Brantford Binder” will at once be ap 
parent, as it was preferred before all 
others either of Amertean or Canadian 
make. Metsrs. A. Harris, Son & Co, 
limited, have already booked orders for 


| SSS 


| nearly 500 Brantford Binders for the har- 
[ | veat of 188-4 
r Messrs. Harris & Co. gregines then in 
ipt of another order from the'*Edgerly 

| Fura” u'Appello for a car load of | 

ford Binders. All the big Bonanza 
lors of the North West are now ordering 
| | Brantford Binders in preference to all 
| | others, 
N BURNS & Co. of this city are the 
| | agentsforthe ‘Brantford Binders’ in 
| | this province. 


— ——O—-_ 
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1884 — May 22 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. Major Bell in Winnipeg 


“PERSONAL: - Major Bell, manager of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company, is again in the 
city.” 


1884 — May 23 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Bell Farm Hotel for rent. 
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[This advertisement was also published in the Manitoba Daily Free Press for several months, 
starting on April 3 , 1884, p. 4; then again on May 8, 1884, p. 2; May 9, 1884, p. 2; May 30, 
1884, p. 2; and July 5, 1884, p. 3.] 


1884 — May 29 — Regina Leader — p. 4 - Bell Farm buys flax seed from Mr. Body, Winnipeg miller. 


“The Bell farm Company has taken 500 bushels of flax seed from Mr. Body, who is about 
erecting a linseed oil mill at Winnipeg. This quantity will seed down 1,500 acres of sod. The 
product, estimated to about 25,000 bushels, will be purchased by Mr. Body, who will 
commence crushing as soon as the crop is threshed.” 


1884 — May 29 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — CPR officials inspect rail siding location with Major Bell 


“INDIAN HEAD. Visit of Railway Magnets. Indian Head, N.W.T., May 27. —A special train 
passed east with General Superintendent Egan, Assistant Superintendent Murray and Chief 
Dispatcher Timmerman. They viewed the grounds here to day with Major Bell for the side 
track for elevators, grist mill and coal yards. Its construction is to begin at an early date.” 


1884 — 29 May — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 —- Osment selling store and bricks 


“BUSINESS CHANCES. FOR SALE — ALARGE STORE AND dwelling house, with stables and 
carriage house. Hard and soft water on the premises, good cellar. Two lots, well fenced. Also 
a quantity of bricks. Apply on the premises to A.J. Osment, Contractor. Indian Head, N.W.T.” 


1884 — May 30 — Manitoba Daily Free Pres, p. 4—C.P.R.’s Egan and Murray visits Bell Farm to review proposed siding at 
Indian Head for Bell Farm mill, elevator and coal sheds. 
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1884 — June 2 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1—E.J. Cracknell visits Bell Farm for C.P.R. report 


“ ADVERTISING CANADA - The Operations of the C.P.R. Company in Europe- ..... Newport 
Pagnall Gazette , May 10. — Mr. J.E. Cracknell, who has recently returned from the Dominion, 
and who is making a tour of this country for the purpose of diffusing information as to the 
capabilities of the Canadian Northwest as a field for emigration, ....From Brandon we 
proceeded to note the magnificent scenery in the Qu’Appelle Valley, where we visited the Bell 
Farm, and glanced at the agricultural operation in progress...... Ad 


1884 — June 5 — Regina Leader, p. 4 — Bell and Sykes Farm crops 


“The Bell farm will have 500 acres of wheat and 2,000 of oats on old land and 1,000 acres of 
oats on new breaking this year. The Sykes farm, near the Bell farm, is to be worked by steam 
power. They broke 1,300 acres last year and will break the same amount this year, Mr. 
Connell has 1,700 acres under crop this year and will have as much more next year.” 


1884 — June 12 — Regina Leader — p. 1 — Tree planting details on the Bell Farm 


“A leading resident of the North-West, says the Emerson International, writes a description of 
his trip to the Rockies to a friend in Ottawa. He says of the Bell Farm: “In one field | saw 70 pair 
of horses breaking up the prairie, 7,500 acres have been put in wheat, oats and flax this spring, 
and on May 5 most of it was over the ground, much of the land is tinted with the beautiful green 
of the spring wheat. The management on this farm is alive to the beauty as well as utility, and 
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for proof they had planted at the time | was there sixteen miles with a double row of trees at 
each side of the road, 260 per mile. A contract has been given, and the contractor finds the 

trees in the bluffs and plants them at ten cents per tree. They are six to eight feet high, look 
thrifty and nice, and are certainly a lesson and pattern to be followed in our prairie country.” 


1884 — June 13 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 3 - another advertisement for renting the Bell Farm Hotel 
1884 — June 14 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— Bell, Northwood and Wood in Wpg, then on to Bell Farm 


“Mr. P. Wood, of Brantford, Ont., and a brother of the late Chief Justice Wood, arrived from the 
East last night and is at the Queen’s. He is up ona visit to the Bell Farm, in which he is 
interested. Mr. J. Northwood, another of the directors, has arrived from Chatham, Ont., and will 
also go out on Monday. Major Bell arrived from the West last evening and will accompany the 
directors to Indian Head on Monday.” 


1884 — June 16 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 4 - Bell Farm directors meeting - elevator construction approved 


“THE GOSSIP OF THE CITY — Overheard and Repeated by Reporters of the Sun..... A meeting 
of the Bell Farming Company was held on Saturday. Mr. Duncan MacArthur, president, 
occupied the chair, and there were present Messrs. T. Howard, A.F. Eden, Major Bell and E.J. 
Eberts, secretary. It was decided to immediately erect an elevator of 50,000 bushels capacity.” 


1884 — June 16 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— Bell Farm directors meeting - elevator construction approved 


“CITY AND PROVINCE — A meeting of the Bell Farming Company was held on Saturday. Mr. 
Duncan MacArthur, president, occupied the chair, and there were present Messrs. T. Howard, 
A.F. Eden, Major Bell, and E. J. Eberts, secretary. The principal object of the meeting was to 
discuss the advisability of erecting an elevator on the farm contiguous to the railway. After 
considerable discussion on the subject it was decided to construct one immediately, so that 
this summer’s harvest might be stored in it. It will have a capacity of 50,000 bushels — being 
the largest outside of Winnipeg, and will cost close on to $20,000. Some routine business was 
also transacted and the meeting adjourned.” 


1884 — (June or July) — A.M. Burgess, Deputy Minister of the Interior, Annual Report for Dept. of Interior for 1884, Part 
6, p. 13-14 and 15-16 — also comments on mixed and specialized farming in the West. 


Tes Bert Farm. 


I spent a day at Indian Head, and succeeded in effecting reference of the diffi- 
ef between pe P = of - ~_ tag coolised squatters to gr owes 
© aquattera choose Mr. Grearge or. "9 6, to represent them. 
the company appointed Mr. Joha ¥. Wood, 1L.P., Brockville, ‘These gentiomen 
vited the gruel on sete @0 ble after my retarn to Ottawa, and agreed that 
the actual value of the the squatters’ improvements should be paid by the company; 
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14 [rant vi] 


that the squatters should select homesteads u ee ee eae eee eeeeiant 
and that the Government would be asked to favourably oonsider their claim to have 
the period of actual residence and oultivation of the they occupied within the 
company's tract credited in regard to the lands selected. To this settlement the 
Gevernment and the company agreed, and it has been accepted by all the squatters 
bat one. I made a th inspection of the trac: sold to the company, and found 
the crops in a forward and promising condition, and mauat add my testimony to that 
— by all who have seen —— as to the gear —taag be wonder- 

grain-producing capacity of that section of the North-West. My objects were 
facilitated iyo Boee + way by the manager, Major Beil. 


Mixep Faruina—Care or IMPLEMENTS, 


The partial failure of the crop last year was, undoubtedly, a very great calamity, 

and was the principal causo, combined with the exaggerations indulged in at some 
ublic meetings in the Province, and by a number of organs of public opinion in 
Manitoba and elsewhere in Canads, of reducing very materially the settlement made 
upon public lands this season. But tho people have learned some valuable lessons 
from their misfortune, one of which is that, however profitable the growing of wheat 
may be in a country so well adapted as the North-West for the production, at very 
smal] cost, of enormous crops, it is better that the bulk of the population should not 
be entirely dependent upon that one industry. What makes exclusive wheat growing 
very enticing to a certain class of settlers is, that it leaves at their disposal a consider- 
able portion of the year, during which they may give their attention to other 
ursuits. But it is with farming as itis with every other calling in life, to be suc- 
cessful, a man must, as a rule, give to it his whole time and energy. Except in 


a specialty, and not only is the land selected for that purpose, but the most improved 
methods are resorted to, and the best procurable machinery obtained, I am convinced 
that mixed farming would, in the end, prove the most profitable to the settler, and 
most advantageous to the country. The recurrence of the disaster of last year would 
in this way be avoided, and a homestead would become much more the actual home of 
the farmer than it is at present ; thus mepgoting the bond fide settlement of the land, 


13—13 
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cases like the Bell and other similar large farms, where the ee of grain is made | <———_ 
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48 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 13.) A. 1885. 
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the establish ment in rural districts of schools, churches, and social organizations, and the 
greater comfort of the majority of the people. Tho average homesteader has, in too: 
many cases, neither cows, sheep, pigs nor poultry ; and the consequence is that almost 
everywhero throughout the Province the products of these animals are scarce and 
dear. That the farmer should be a customer of the country storekeeper for such ar- 
ticles as butter, eggs and bacon, is almost beyond belief, but it seems to be the fact 
nevertheless, Of the advantages of mixed farming the people themselves are rapidly 
becoming convinced, and it is shown by the statistics collected with so much care, 
and published, from time to time, by the Department of Agriculture of the Province 
of Manitoba, that great advances in the direction of this change’ bave been made in 
the course of the past two or three years. Another respect in which there is great 
room for improvement, is the care of implements. I regretted to see, on every hand, 
valuable ploughs, harrows and harvesters lying in the open air, expoged to sun, wind 
and rain— a condition in which, I em informed, thoy frequently remain throughout 
the whole season, except when they are in actual use. Many of these articles have 
been purchased on long credit—and, it is not necessary to add, at long prices, too— 
and it is greatly to be feared that, in many cases, they will be worn out through ex- 
posure to the weather before they are actually paid tor. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. M. BURGESS, 


Deputy Minister of the Interior. 
The Hon. Minister of the Interior, 
Ottawa. 


I want to add, at the point where I mentioned the arrangement made with 
regard to the exclusion of sheop from the cattle country, that the cattle industry has 
grown to be one of great importance to the North-West; that there are millions 
of acres outside of the territory now occupicd for that purpose—as there will con- 
tinue to be for many a year to come—the quality of which is far better suited for 
ordinary agriculture; and that, in my opinion, it would be a gicat public misfortune 
if the Government should pursue any course calculated to interfere with the success- 
ful pursuit of cattle raising, and tho investment of a still larger amount of capital in 
what is proved to be so important an adjunct to the opening up of the country. 
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1884 — Spring-Summer — Jane. E. Groom brings deaf-mute men and boys to the West; five are placed at the Bell Farm. 


“Miss Groom thus proceeds with her narrative: 


‘| placed five of my party on the farm of Major Bell, a gentleman well-known in Manitoba, 
who owns a very celebrated farm, covering 65,000 acres extending some ten miles around. 
Major Bell’s property is situated at Indian Head; he has eighty cottages on the estate, and an 
immense quantity of farming implements. This gentleman employs a great number of 
agricultural labourers, and of my people he said that they would soon pick up and learn all 
that was necessary to earn their own living and to cultivate their ‘homesteads,’ as they were 
quick and could soon learn anything. They were delighted when | drove them over portions 
of Major Bell’s estate, and were astonished to see such magnificent crops growing on the 
farm. Mrs. Bell and the Major were most kind and affable to me, and | have reason to 
believe that the more this gentle lady and her kind husband see of the deaf and dumb 
people the more they will feel an interest in the settlers | take out there, especially those 
who would require employment; they would find, at any rate, that the deaf men would do 
their work as well as the hearing men, and the former do not leave off to gossip as the others 
do.’ 
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Besides the five members of her people whom she places in the employment of Major Bell, 
there was “one poor deaf and dumb shoemaker who was sent to a prosperous town in 
Manitoba...” 


Source: A future for the deaf and dumb in the Canadian North-West: Being an account of a first attempt 
at colonisation in the Canadian North-West by Miss Jane Elizabeth Groom, and a plan of her future 
operations; 1884, p 15-16. 


1884 — (June 5 or May 6) - British Times Colonist (1884/06/05) — purchase of Brantford Binders 


Farming in the North-West, 


ENreernise.—Messrs, A. Harris, Son 
& Co, (Ld.), Wednesday received by wire 
an order from tho Bell Farm” Qu’Apelle 
N. W. T. for 25 of their celebrated Brant- 
ford binders and 10,000 pounds of bind- 
ing twire. When it is known that the 
McCormick Co. and Willian) Deering, of 
Uhirago, were both competing for this 
order, as were also all Canadian manufac: 
turers the very high standing of the 
‘Brantford Binder” will at unee be ap- 
parent, as it was preferred before all 
others either of American or Canadian 
make, Messrs. A. Harris, Son & Co, 
limited, have already booked orders for 
nearly 500 Brantford Binders jor the har- 
vest of 1884, 

Mossrs. Harris & Co. are sinee then in 
recetpt of another order from the ‘‘Edgely 
Farm" Qu'Appelle for a car load of Brant: 
ford Bindera, All the big Bunanza farm- 
ers of Lhe North West are now ordering 
these Binders in preference to all 
others. 

BURNS & Co. of this city are the 
agents forthe ‘'Brantford Binders” in 
this province, ‘Yhese Binders h ve a five, 
gix and sovern-fout cut. 
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1884 — June 24 — Regina Leader — p. 2 — Pork at the Bell Farm 


“PORK — Pork will yet form one of the great staple industries of the North-West. The amount of 
port used here is enormous. Last week we saw car load after car load of pigs going West and 
teams taking large quantities to the barracks. Now pigs thrive here. The cold does not affect 
them. The pigs in Regina have all done well. Near the crossing is a perpetually running stream. 
At the Bell Farm the pigs have done better even than the cattle. Why does not some capitalist 
come here and secure the trade? Canadians should wake up to their opportunities in the North- 
West. Cannot Canadians — cannot North-Westers supply tea, sugar, pork, biscuits, hay what not 
for the North-West, as good as can be found?...... . 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 


BELL VANDI SQUATTERS. 
To the Edltor of the Froo Press. 


Sii— You lave often heard of Sir 
John's boasting assertions on the [lor of 
the House, that thure had nover boon, 
nor would there likely ever bo a boua 
fide settlur on the Boll farm interfored 
with. ‘lo show yon how far lus word has 
hold yood, Igive below a true copy of a 
luttor just received from tho mamugur of 
. j the farm company: 

"J. p. vowel, Indian Head, See, 22, 'T. 38, 

Var Sie—Our company now hold title from 
the Crown for the Jand you have squatted un, 
Boforo applying for a writ of qectment against 
you, we ylopose leaving bho tiatler as .o value 
of improyernents to arbitration, providing you 

to the tering of such arbitration. If yon 
will piense call at our office beforo tie Ist of 
Joly next | will explain and show you tho 
terms of the said arbitration. Thia {a the fnal 
oiler of soittement, und 3s made witheat preju- 
cu. Yours truly, 
W. It. Bew, Gen. Manager, 

June 26th, 1881, 

Is this another of the managor’a misrop- 
resontutions, which he has boen so fond 
ot making to the settlors on those Innds, 
"| Or has the Governmont pooled inte this 
Co's, hands to the injury of tho pioncer 
subéler? 
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1884 — June 30 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 2 — Bell Farm Squatters - Letter from J.D. Jewett 


Mr. Editor, in all tho ij! treatment of 
settlors, of which you have from time tu 
lune gryon publication, there has not becn 
ono instance of yrentor dissatisfnction, 
tiisvepresentation and base falsehood 
than that which wo have hid to pub up 
with in the holding of theso lands. We 
have memorulized Lhe Govornment, wo 
have sent to Ottawa indispuiwblo Losti- 
mony i reference to our claims, and ask- 
ed for a small sharo of the Govornment's 
boasted good will to the farming class, 
But alas we huvo had nono of it shown us. 
We often hear of tho wild uncultured 

ndians committing depreduations in the 
country, to the terror of many, but wo 
tho settlers of this country hare 
more cause to respect Piapot and bis 
binves tlian wo have to respect the 
doublo-deahng ones, who would fain take 
tle birthright from the pionoer settlers 
of the plains, 

To show your roadovs the exnct posi- 
tion in which J am placed, [ will say that 
{settled on the Iand 1 am now holding 


“tin tho lutLorpart of Apiil, 1882, aid have 


rosided thereon, with ny family, almost 
continuously, nnd that tho Farm Com- 
pany's agenta did not post any notices 
oe theso lands until May following, 
although thoy havo repentodly made as- 
sertions that they had poated notices 
much enrlior, and have cvyen mado alti- 
davit to 1t, which we have pioven to be 
uttorly False. J.D. Juwerr. 

Tynan Heap, N.W.'L., Juno 27, 1884, 
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1884 — July 1- as published in Nov. 21 Ayrshire Post: Dominion Day celebrations on the Bell Farm, including First Nation 
bands 
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1884 — July 3-— Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Eberts reports on Bell Farm Squatters 


Bell Farm 
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| 


9 tho Kéltor vf the Pree eum, 
. Sicc—As_ “uno sory 

other is told,’’ will you ki 
te 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


BELL FARM SQUARES. 


iy yood vntil an- 
ly allow me 
lich iu your eulumns u rojoludot to| * 
the lotter of J.D. Jeweti apposring in|" 
your isque of 20th ult., undur the acading : *‘ 
“Bull Farm Squstcora ;" and Tuwy wtsto ** 
this will bo an answer to any and every 
ommmuniention of thu kid. vy 

o LUth February, 1488, Major W. | 
R. now, aud since i fu the} ‘ 
gousrul 


—_ of the Qu Appollo Val- |“ 
oe eegro mpany (limitud),made ap- |‘ 
pl tion to the Goverument for and oo 
whal? of the Company fortle pimebase of | *' 
26,000 neres, or thereabouts, heiny ali} "' 
tho sven-nuinbored aectivus § wthio}*" 


ey 


one bluck of wbout sine ariles aquare on | * Anwng the earliest of theso wow arzi- | Ae 
thu main lino cf the £. 1. R., in tav}" vals word. VD. Jowett nnd ona Stiles. | 
vaiivy of the Qu’Appello, with tho view |‘ Baofore they had timo ty pitch a tant Me. | tb 
of weumbiniuy the farming of there, and { ‘4 Lh2 | Routledge, the superiutondont, wwited |“ 
the udioining od” weavtionwe purchased From « | ®} on thera aud informed Cum that the land 
the C. I. R. Company, on an oatensive;‘ |); be a pram nat Ba seme Guten ie 
sents, wilt the soloutaation ong tot") lets Sg eh op ie oe an Laon that hel t'al 
the fullest extent required! by v1" | of : : ie ** 
eruiment ceulations, +4 }on | agant he forbade thaen’ aqtcatting’ ers | 4 

On the 28th Februnry, tho Minister of [4 luc) Mr Routledge had beer on tho grvurd| 4 
the Interlur rocommonded that tho up-|*'| [ufla wack, the notices had beon proviously ei 
plication be granted. On tho 3rd April but J wero ally wartud, | ba 
following, tho Privy Council Janje} {i} They wore subscquently warned that 

s y 

orlue concurring m tho rosommendy-} 5) YF | they had no right thare, and that in com-! »,. 
tion. he  Spnding wors ond expending timo and| 3 

On the 17th April contracts had hewn vi- | money they wore doing so at their own | gcc 
lot for Weoaking and tackaotting 9,000 | bt lel risk and ‘without ~~ —s warrant. | thy 
wores, and a hal beeu dispaiched to | ¥s ne whatuver, Who inspirod thoru'squattors | don) 
select amd citer Upon the tract, | lea presi do oe protend to ces ae ere | 

On the 23a April tio lawl was se | til |} do know whence a good deal af} | 


. | waa recoynized as bona Gdo and kas beon 
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On the 23nd April tlio laud was se- 
lected and onwred upon, thet: noarly 200 
miloz wuatof rmilway oousteustion, On 
the 2h April, 1 nuticus wory poatad 
everywhere about the tract ab Fort Qu- 
‘Appollg, at other points exalt and wust 
uu the ftrail, defining the township, 
range aud scctions so taken posscasion of, 
Evary squatter on the Jand ot tint date 


with and paid fiborally on his 

own termes, excepting oie icorge Thomp- 
son, who ref compensation, ho 
hne buen couticned in his honweatend, 
viz.: the 5 B } 30 in 18, 12. : 

The compuiy hove been, with the 
above exception, in continugue posscasion 
of thear tract aluce the 20th April, 1882. 
Shortly aflur prospective myuatters began 
tu.appeat; seme desirous of iny a0- 
tual residenta, others bet on spec latin 
either ci their own necount or on 
of oars ip Whinipeg ana vlaowhave by 
whom their exponsve wore paid, 
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do know whenee a deal « 
the inspiration came in the abapa 
of money. At all cvents in the face 
of werniugs, ropuuted time and again, 
they stuck to tho tract, hepinyg, some of 
thom, to bleed the company, otiurs tv 
a pers the compury to A con-prumino, 
and othom—amwony whem tho nt 
coinplainant way be clunsud—orusting to 

i infuaace to scoompliah thoir 
ain: —eg tablish a olnim, 

The puiut of possession was decide: so 
lung ayo rp TIL 1885, wnod notices 
were ¢orved on ull thy agquatters —— 
ist after S0tk Apri, 1852, uf the Inot,and, 
thst thu company was entitlud. This au- 
seutial point wus di » and, 
of incroamng disclaimers—a rofere:oo 
was umle to the  commiasioner 
One of tho Land 
the 
al) 


PSet] conerally I do not protend to say, thou 
itd | Fo" 


a 
Bharti 


in Winnipeg. 

Board —Mr. Poarce — visited 

loeality—inquirel minutely frou 
partics —took evidenco ancl reparted tho 
29th April, 1982, as the proper dave of 
the posting of the last moticy an: thnt 
was ro-nflirmed ws tho date of tle pos 
scstion of the ovmpury,. 

Nw action liw down takow to ount {* eae 
intyudors until now. Few have rc! led 
on the pinces they elaini, fow Tt-e nue 
complished auy improvenjunt an: ney 
uro now impeding the progress che 
work ou the Bol! Parm aac musi yo, 
Last winter s lawyor visited Ortaw-, Mtr. 

Johnson, of Regina, profoaaig to aot for 
thesesquatters. ‘l'eromore every grouud of 


com 
—Maunger W. IL nyvewd to pay 
cach thy fair raluc of thoiv buna fide im- 
provements, to be doterinined by achitra- 
tors, one of whoia D2 y thd con- 
pany, the othur by N,,.caubnsun, Both 
urbitratura are mon of high standing and 
M. P.'s, while tho Government agroot ta 
*|nllow to each weroditof two youre veui- 

dence on any “homestead fur which they 
might antar. 

Tho syuatters now repudiate the action 
Fiof their own solicitor and nothing re- 
*|mnina fur the Company but te proceed 
and oust them. Warnings, ours, agrec- 
ments having all filed, they now imust 
gu. Any of them joucesbly surrender- 
ing will be fairly sottlod with and receive 
two years on ther ly evsries 


becunac | | 


laint---overy +p] nea uf hardsaip] y 


NE 
2 oes te, & ‘ ’ 
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sA DAILY FREE PRESS. 


Tho gtcbhberm unce will ho 
i ed. . Bad advisers ore | 
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1884 — July 7 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 1— Terrific Storm at Indian Head damages crops 


“A TERRIFIC STORM. Damage By Hail in the Vicinity of Indian Head. (Special to the Winnipeg 
Daily Sun.) INDIAN HEAD, N.W.T., July 7 — There was a terrific hail and rain storm at 5 o’clock 
this morning. The centre was about four miles south. Much damage has been done to grain in 


this vicinity.” 


1884 — July 8 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 3 - long letter from Jewett on plight of the squatters 


i SG img tlors, that every man Neon he to ave, 
} tier how long ho eon on tho 
COMMUNICATIONS. |) pare" . 

pam pre t Again, Mr. Eberts ooys that shortly 

ELI, FARM SQUATTEMS. | | aflor the posting of these notives, pros- 

og the Kaller of the Free reas, d pective aquatters eng te vias te 
Stx,—In answer to my letter pub- )j7 hg vers one ae gp ogee & A 

linted June 30th, H, J. Ehorte endes- ‘ fore we tinie to ~ whee +> ne! 
vors to mislead tho pablic as c the real Routledge, se au mg 0h —_ 
fnvty in referenes to the settlers on the v us, and to. 4 us one 
Bull Farm, and m trying t do thia has d —_ f a w squatting theres 
: : * ; 

as direct fnlachovds 1s 5 Han can t a \ accae sinben a O0hal ee, ‘widols £ 

Kirst, ng to notices, H. J. Eberta says |t) | ar parod to prove, a8 Mr. Routlodge 


thaten the 2th day of April, 1882, 


notices wero posted everywhere about is ’ A TOR ? 
the tract, at Fort Qu'Appolle, vast and|t)| did meet him, it was threo miles cpr tn 
west on the trail, ete. “in making this | ¢ co. Nar did he oe oe wey: " 
atatounest Mr. Eberts states what amy | forbid mo ee Me me n - 
rep x| to prove is an absolute falec- | | Sher; July, 4 caine Soaked amen 
cou, He also states thatovery settler |b ng ovor my P wx i ad rh ia 
on the lnad at that date waa recognized |a recs, in unswer to my aus cobs ow 
as bona fidy, and hins boen settlud with, {a | be Gked wy ae — Ba ep 
aut! pakl hbemlly on his own tors, ox- re very fino, sen “it Ob) hese a ey on 
cepting Thommpaon, -who has beon con- | f the vicinity of that _ : 4 r Dardis 
fret in his homestoad. This is an- ti Mr. Eberta don't 4 A ow os 
other laso fubviention, as W. H. Donald-|» | the settlers to como yan os ne 
gon setitod on his land tho same timo | t knows whore tho See ain ¢ ea From 15 
thut ‘I’bompaon did, and bos not boon ft tho shape of money. a Z assor — i nv 
settled with, nor has ho been drivon off |i} | base as it 18 moan, = a ows how sd 
by the threats of the company, though | ti] | 4 ™s2 will stoop gn ola gah - a _— 
they havo repeatedly threstoned tu plew]iy | ose. This 1 wo Be pe: “ many 
us down, to kund for the police to hound the mon hare bave — se ba, : 
wiout, evan stating that Sir John bad it to make ends meéct he b “a s 
rivately tolu the inauager to drive out {oi smount of ca = ney - A a 
the sotilera—-kick them out; and it has | ty | beve bad to work ts » ge ani 6 
buon wu source of gront regret to us that{oq | make their a egy ad ° 4° i 
the company did not dare to undortake to/je | kav Lone vol yf Ke cA 
carry oul their threats, MNuithor did the | ti afr. £borta in t biti nit the vi Seton 
company revognuizo Thompson or any uy wou.tt like to take - nn des ph i ; 
athor man until compelled to; for I havo|ce | He ulso Say8 that othora, _ nde os 


heard Bell say ina geome Br tho set- 
tlova, that every man would 


ays to lonye, 
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é myself novor mot until I had been 
i ap lend noasly » month, and when, I 


~sed, trust to po 
03.3 ghee claim, Unfartunate- 
ye et ne WoT havo bean, on tho 
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a 
ly Tain not, nor ver havo been, on the} y 
right side ofthe prosont administratios |. 
to expect nny bonefit trom them aucre 
than uny scttler has azighs to ving dues a ne Tle aad thal 
itigan of a) ad at Fo e@ an fl 

ape eg PL 4 | on the 2nd day of Biny in travelling to- 


nhade ty work for wy interests, aud if 1 on te Fert Bllwe, they poatod two, OF not 


did. Y would want to yet uman WhO} | gore than three nots a wall 
could do n EL. J. Eborts|4 | threagh those Innds. 1 Gon't know what 
did for in the Northwest bettor ovidence than this cun bo required 


Councils year ago, to rofate Mr. Ebort's assertions, as both 
TE J. Bhorta says, again that wots || Mee a NT tay anya 
ware facvd onalk alien min Wt | eppireme heen cen 
4 = ad 1 ? r. Jol me's doh wa, I van 
there has never hoon any notices served ouly say that we ae no faulf to find 
upon ta ntnny tine, tle also unys that with him, except these of us whu wore 
r, Ponrce visited tho locality and pec A Lng oe i Pag ag chy 
inquired minatety, taking evidence, and stage Poy 3 . 
idvevad,tha 20d of Apri, 1882, an the|| | Lurcaime ts —— 
mopor date of ‘posting the last notice: | Now os to our impeding the progress 
this let mu say that Mr. Pource was of work on the fara, 1 wil) aay Uyt J 
only here a few hours, and called upon don'tknow whore the impedirient comes 
George Thompson, who intle affidavit in, forthore lan been very little work 
dhat ft was on the 2nd day of May, 1882, doa en oven-numborol sections, and if 
’ . the even numbered sections that ure 

that the first notice was postedon tho trail secant were cultivated thon I might 
near his placa, And, further, [ have fo think that we were impeding their work.. 


wtate that there are on file in tho Dopart- But they have lots of land to work upon 
meut at Ottawa two affidavits, one made pa by pean A tn on me nor 
ee ae eG Mes, | | ance in Winn eke em 
: ager, whi . Eberts tea upon. To 

{ee that the fiest notice was posted at remove every f groans nA poser ovory 

is plava. } Appearance hardsbi 

ae satires Endy “ppeindertpr st of ae at eae ge ae 
eae a on ® notice posted consideration, — What sublime genor- 
ing to this locality ‘panting innd. cant pag ee seme 2 har Pass 
The other nfidavit was made by try improving uow farm. Such gener- 
% We Tockoon ., member onity ahould not go yunrewarded, From 
: “ ” whath know of the settlers on theso 

of the Northwest Council, who was landa, not one of them now romainin 


a subscribing stockheldor in tho Q. V. F. ' : 

Co. 0 1882 and who accompanied My. em as ta aes a Pgh 

Ruutledge in the selection of thease lands. Government roquire of them, it will tako 

His aifidavit is to the uffoct that it was on slitheir sparc cosh { think, 

the Ltof May, 1882, that the firat notice |) | ting thoi, i ig sgt ee 

van pratad at Fort Qu’Appelle and that |) | nothing about the cally soll 
Hf Khevtx cloves his sommunicn- 


=——a newer OMA oO eee Peer Ersoerd PO oSeSRSedD os SEAS 


Part3 163 kb Part4 176kb 


[ TOMI BOCES a yee wr ere ° 
u. m4 Eborts — his ae 

tio: saying that if mon wh! pors atin 
etd cing thé: fault lida © Wrong 
doer's do Exactly, Mr. Eberts, 


with tho sot @r jn 
B mon deal, deal with bis fellow-men, 


they would not bo ep Widoret such’ evil- 
doe erdead by the 
raas they are now Pg - Mes 


community at large. The’. 
more frionds, and would not &¥? & great 
8 load of misrepresentation to “H97+ for 
miarepresentation hos been th.* most 
prominont oharaotarietio in their Goa 
with the aottlers, a9 woll aa with their “& 
ports whiol they have given to the news- 


papers, 

Mr, Editor, I could go on to slmost 
any length and po'nt aut instances of their 
Misropresentation, but Lhave given you 
sallicient for this time, and will closo by 
saying that 1 om prepared to prove overy 
aga havo a. 

J. D. Jewnrr. 


7 
‘ 
Pe) eo ee a ee ee ee ee ee 


uly 4th. 
———$=——{+ PartS 113 kb 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


1884 — July 8 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 3 - another advertisement for renting the Bell Farm Hotel 


1884 — July 10 — Brandon Mail, p. 8 — Thomas (from Chatham, Ont.) and Wood (from Brantford, Ont.) visit Bell Farm 


his system of book-kee ving and car- 
rying on the farm. Both gentlemen 
returned tally convinced that, reports 
Mr.) | ' the contiary, this immense pro- 


Thomas, manager of the Bunk of| | Perly s being judiciously and econ-s 
Commerce, has just returned | | °""'* ly administered, and the pre- 
from the Northwest. While there I : wilh make the ven- 
spenta couple ofdays at the Béll tee Phe Rererent w eo 
Farm, Indian Head, and reports that |) | ; ce sk Paar Gace 

Peibebnesseise ge wother to the late Chiet Justice ot 
everything is in the most diadaariecs | this Province. Although a staunch 
oa che on choke a Reformer he did not hesitate to tell 
re ’ Si ; sarear »tral i oat 
fidently expectod $0,000 to 160,000] | tury, ran that the, Fees Prose in eo 
bushels ot wheat will be harvested, dorsing the Farmers’ Union move- 
while the yield ot oats will also turn |) | meni, did move injury “in & month 
out well. hir. Thomas Was accom~|| | than it can hope to repair in the} 
panied by Mr. Wood, a practical] | next tive years, lot itsarticles be ever | 
and wealthy farmer of Branttord,|) | so ably written. 
and Major Bell explained very fully —_— 


* The Chatham Planet aays: 


Part1 96kb Part2 98kb 


1884 — July 10 — Robert Miller Christy first visits the Bell Farm, and began his report, as published in 1885; he visited 
again on Aug. 20, 1884 and signed the Bell Farm Visitor’s Register (# 55): 
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"especially about the shoulders of the animals, Some seeds - | 
[ brought home penetrated half an inch into the shoulder. . 
‘Of one. of our sheep. ‘Most. settlers are well aware of-this | 
peculiarity, as the seeds also trouble curly-haired dogs and | 
severely prick the legs of ‘any one walking through the grass. - 
I have’ elsewhere. published ii:.detail my observations on - © 
this point, and have been able to show that the seeds are | 
only.troublesome during about three weeks in.the yéar; - 
that, by running a mowing-machine over the ground infested | | 
. with the grass, or by kéeping the sheep on enclosed ground, 
they eat the grass down, its seeds never reach. maturity, . 
[and their_| harmfulness_is. destroyed 5. —consequently,—the-— 
| ae need be no serious hindrance to the keeping of | 
eep in Manitoba.- I do not believe the seed has the 

power of killing animals, as I could never hear of a fatal 
case, though often told that such had occurred. 

' The gigantic “ Bell Farm,” near Indian Head, has jon ote ' 
such world-wide’ celebrity: that I cannot pass ‘on without ~ 
' : referring to it, though it lies far to the west of the province © 

of Manitoba... On the roth ro boils 1884, whilst upon a - , 
journey from Winnipeg to Medicine Hat, “I managed, to 
spare a-day for the purpose of visiting the. Bell Farm. The _ 
following facts ‘arc. gleaned partly from notes made upon - 
the’ spot, and eer from information. since 2 eet is 
_ Major’ Bell :— 


“ Notes ON A Visit TO Tue Bev. Fars.* 


‘The Bell Farm lies upon the line of the Canadian, Pacific Railway, 
Fas miles west from Winnipeg, and close to .the town.and station of. .-.; 
ndisn Ifead, in the Territory of Assiniboia., It is iy property of the 
Qu’Appelle Valley Farming ‘Company, Limited, which was formed in’ 
ther year 18S1, but it takes .its name from its able manager, Major W. 
R. Bell, who resides upon the spot: The entire area contained within 
the boundaries of the farm is E4000 acres, Or a uate miles ;- but of 
"this a number of sections are t od. pig, Sache udson’s Bay Com- - 
pany, while others are reserv vernment for educational 
purposes, so that the area actually pane by the farm is not more 
than about $4000 acres. It is, however, I believe, a Rocsrs that ae 


sa - ' 


‘eMe uth sppeaied in the Field on pisces ae one ie, 
= (with slight alterations) by the kind permission of the 
tor, gP ? : “ = ‘ . a 


tr 
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Bell is the manage ager of the largest, single, arable farm in the world ; but ~ 
this statement will not bear ps for as yet acom-- * 
paratively small portion is under cultivation. Neither is ita ae 1 
| correct to describe the company.as a farming: company‘only, since it, | 
has two strings to its bow, and is also to some'extent a Golonisation | 
Cc ny, a8 will be hereafter explained. 5 = > =, _ 
When, on April 29, 1882, the company obtained ‘bossestion of the | 
land by special Act.of Parliament, it lay'more than two hundred miles | 
distant from the nearest railway-station. The difficulty of obtaining 
so large a-tract of land, unbroken hy the homesteads- of settlers, 

_ necessitated the location of the farm so faraway in the west; but so 
rapidly:was the construction ‘of the. railway carried son, that Indian ° 
Head was reached, and the line-was running through the centre of the 
. farm, within a few months.” Nor is the situation of the farm_in.any— 
jorespect other, thati a onc.. h ‘has lately been written of the - 
almost fabulous fertility. of the fine black soil: of the prairies; and 
nowhere is the soil better than in the valley of the Qu’Appelilec or Calling 

. River, where the'farm lies. It is slightly stony, however, in places, 
and is everywhere marked by the old paths of the buffalo. Several 
pleasant coudées, with streams in,their bottoms, intersect thefarm., The. 
conditions under which such a Jarge tract was made over toa mee 

| priyate company were that the company should have the land st the: . 
exceedingly low price of 1} dol. (5s.) per acre; on, condition that not 
dess than 4,000 acres were to be broken and t under cultivation . 
amhually for five years, vr 20,000 acres"in afl; but these conditions 
have probably been found too irkSome, for I understand that applica- _ 
tion is about to be to Government’for their cancellation, It was. 
considered that the advantage to the whole country of bringing so -~ 
large an amount of land er cultivation‘would more than compen- 
sate for the low price at which it was sold. Thegeneral scheme of thé 
company is to bring the Iand under cultivation, dividing. it up into 

about 250 separate farms of 213: acres, cach provided with a ‘good : 
house and buildings. These farms will then be offered for sale to the 
men who have charge of them, at a valuation. price, payhble in 
instalments over a term of years. At presestt the selling price is _ 
from. 12-dols. to.20 oe acre. -‘“The whole of*the lind ‘is intended" 
ultimate sale, though the home-farm of about 20,000 acres might 
be retained company if found to be sufficiently profitable. In 
any case it is ex] to be all under cultivationtwo years hence— 
Z.¢., at the end of 1856. te : ES: 
- No one visiting the farm will fail to be struck with the idea'thatin © 
‘Major Bell the corhpany has a remarkably clear-headed manager, Tis 
energy and foresight are made obvious by the perfectly methodic 

/ manner in which every operation is carried out—so different from 
the 'slip-shod ways of the average settler. Roughly speaking, his 
system of farming, when-’ completes -will be as follows ;- Each. . 
“*sectioh,”” or” squaré “milé; will bé divided into three ‘portions 
213 acres-each, one’of which it is‘intended to fallow yearly,’ While 
the company retains possession ,of the land, a foreman. will be set 

| over about every twelve farms’or four sections, I -willnext speak | 
of. what has been and is being/done. ; ee os 


/ 
f 


(ie ‘ 
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° a 4s fee see... ‘ - e 2 ave 
The ploughs comtenced to “beak” the rich, black, prairie soil 
on June 1§, 1882, and, before winter set in, 2,400 acres were ready - 
-, for cropping the following year. In the middle of Atigust tHe farm 
‘buildings were commenced, As-early as“possible next spring one | | 
‘ half of- the broken area was ‘sown with oats, and the other half . 
with wheat. The latter gave an average yield of 194 bushels per 
acre, and such of it as was sold (local demand taking néarly. the : 
/whole of it for seed) realised an averney price of one cent,pver 
the dollar (4s. 24d.) “bushel, ,Some of-the later-sown whea 
‘injured by the early frost on the night of September 7, ‘In the samé 
year ( 1883) 4,600 additional acres were broken, making 7,000 in all, 
and the following spring (1884) about -5,500 acres were sown with , 
_ wheat, 1,290 with-oats, and the remainder with-flax, This Crop was, 
of course, -still on the ground at the time of my visit, and it was 
-a really tine sight which the Major was able to show me during the 
[--very-enjoyable-drive-round—his- farm-which-he-was-kind-enowgh-to— 
take me. The longest furrow to be seen was two miles in length ; 
'. severalsingle pieces of wheat covered more than 1,000 acres each ; while 
the largest extended to. 1,§00,acres. In all directions  peouaks were, - 
" at work'tearing up the splendid virgin soil, for an additional °s,500 
acres were. to be broken before winter, Hy the entire year's plough- - 
ing was expected fo reach 12,000 acrts.. As we gained a slight 
eminence and ——* pine rye for miles — the level 
prairie, seeing, on es, waving grain, large. expanses. 
of recently-broken ground, horses and men hentinenpeged a breaking 
more, the substantial stone farmhouse, with the other farm buildings 
| (including the large circular stone stable) grotiped around it, and 
the sun shining brightly on-the.zinc roofs ‘of the ‘little houses of the 
foremen, scattered widely on every side, éach with’ its acre of garten, 
one could but fee! a pardonable pes in the thought that the energy 
‘and power of man was thus-able to convert what, only three years _ 
before, had been an uninhabited Waste, into the Smiling and pros- ~ 
‘perous scene then around ts, 2 a 
As We went along I-made many notes of the more interesting points 
mentioned by Major Bell. The whole of the ploughing is done with 
horses, of which 193 are now kept. The Major will not of stéam. 
being used, urging (with much force) that, as he would-require: just as.-; - 
many horses as he now keeps to sow and reap his crops,-they may just 
‘as well do the ploughing also, instead of standing idle for a good 
portion of the year while the ploughing is being done by steam. erhe 
ploughs used are all sulkies and gang-ploughs, on which the men ride. 
' Each turns more than. one furrow..to a depth of rather~over 
three inches, and each is required to travel sixteen miles a day ; indeed, 
it is said that twenty miles forms an average day’s work when no 
accident occurs. “The width of the furrows is from fourteen to sixteen 
inches, At the time of my Visit forty-five ploughs were breaking over 
one hundred acres per day.- Ponce S.eietoned during the whole 
- -of the- srcagacac geil _ sod: — in'a while"to'rot, the disc- "| 
harrows are passed over it diagonally, cutting it up into lozenge-sha 
pieces and leaving it ready for seeding first ‘thing in the po ng 
“Back-setting” is dispensed with on the farm. As much as ° 
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“possible of the stubble-ploughing is done in- the autumn, so that - 
the seed may be got in the moment after the frost takes. its depar- 
ture in.spring. Sowing is done with broadcast seedless, n kind of- | 

combination between drill and harrows; “Last year twenty-two self ° 

_ binders by Deering, of Chicago, were: used in getting in the crops ; 
but .to these there have this yéar been added twenty-five more by 
an excellent Canadian firm, the Messrs. Hagris, of . Brantford, - 

- making. fofty-seven in.all,, About sixty head of cattle and some pigs ~ 

are at present kept upon the farm. Barb-wire is largely used for. © 
fencing,. So great has been the, number of visitors to the farm that 

the.company has been compelled to erect, at..considerable: expense, a— 
large brick hotel at Indian Head ; but itis not yet open, The farm. 
has becom so well known that there is never any difficulty in getting 
sufficient men, especially as good wages are given, is summer 

- 160 to.180 men were employed,’ at 30 dols, per month and hoard, 

~Duri pad tcc Sgr“ vih Baesre yep mar ean boohepac ceed AB 
15 dols. per month. The bareness, of the prairie has been enlivened | 
by the planting of such mugs Meath of sinall poplar trees that, if all 
had been planted in’a straight line at their present distances apart, they . 
would have extended no less than twenty-four miles. The trees were 
dug in the “ blufis,” or clumps of wood, and set out beside the roads 
which give access to the different parts of the farm. Altogether the 
total \amount \of capital expended upon. the farm is upwards-of 

. 375,000 dols, (£77,160).° - - + Me, nk ee 

ring an: afternoon’s drive of some miles I had an excellent oppor- - 

- tunity of ‘noticing the pieces of wheat through which we passed... In. 

most cases the pn tee and condition was excellent, and formed a great 

‘contrast with the foul and uneven pieces so often grown by the average . 
settler. There were, however, pieces which cid not promise nearly so 
well as the rest.. For instance, there wag a volunteer crop, that 

‘ appeared on a piece of Iand which had borne ‘2 crop the previous . 

and had been intended as a -fallow this ‘season, and.looked so thy, . 
that it was alloweil to grow by way of experiment—not, however, with 
very good results; for I have since ‘heard that it did not yield more 
than on average of six bushels per acre, though it oettainty a 
more in July. ‘This was, of course, fall or winter wheat, w has as 

_yet only, been .grown. experimentally. in .the-North-west, and eyen then... 

with but little success. - Then there’ were 640 acres sown with wheat — 

_ that had been injured by frost the previous autumn through being back- 
ward, gophers having eaten down the first spring-prowth. About half 

of the area sown was in good condition, the soil being slightly moist ; 

. the other. half was thin .and .poor, a.drier- piece of apparently... 
not suiting it ;.and, as it lay close to the house,’ it proved-a eye-. 
sore to Major Bell. The whole, however, has not yielded badly, for . 
the product is now estimated at twenty bushels per acre. aie 

‘To me the Major's statements as’ to! what it cost him to produce a 

‘bushel of wheat were of chief interest, as doubtless they will be to 

- most readers. -He-assured me that, as near as: he ‘could calculate, tle: 
‘cost to him of growing and placing on the ‘rail at Indinn Head “cach 
bushel of wheat that he produces is from joc. to 33¢. (1s. 3d. to | 
1s, 44d.), which he also estimates to be 40 per cent. lower than the 
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cost to the ave settler, Further, he says that not more than’ c. 

\ toge. (34d. to g4cdl:) per bushel is paid for manual: labour. aie 

\present time the freight from Indian Head to Montreal (1,746 miles) 

‘is 32c, (1s. gd.) per bushel, -but'ie will: be lower next year; and Ma 
Bell is confident that when, two ar hence, the whole of his home: 
farm is under the plough, he will be-able to lay prime hard ‘* Red 
Fyfe” wheat, of the- excellent quality usually produced in the North- 
West, down in Liverpool at a cost orles of 75 c. (3s. 14d.) per bushel, . 
or 7 ca (25s.) per quarter, or even lower. Sic’ Zaxts 

the financial standing of the concern I am not.competent to . 
Speak, nof am I able to. draw any comparison between the Bell Farm:. 
“ and the large wheat-farms of the United States, though 1 have yisited 
sae pe bea gle ary 47 hice Ve nse a a 

_ The ‘following calculations, though they. may not give. any, very 
valuable results, will be- interesting, as showing the magnitude of the ° 
ae: pac arama Tbs cg tua ag rer ga ain vdtge. Sky c| 
are only, cutting 12 in, wide, would require to. travel _ 

-and a quarter in order to ears Og re. If the whole of this year’s 

ploughing were to be done with oné such plough, -it would require to 

“travel 99,000 miles, or about four and one-eighth times round the. flobe, 

which would occupy nearly sixteen years and-a half at the rate of two 

*. meres pes day, or nearly thirty-three years if oxen were used, and one . 
acre a day only were ploughed, If a single team were to lave started © 
to cut-this year’s crops with'a § ft.-swarth machine, and: to have tra- 

“ yelled twenty miles perday, they, would. have taken §77 days to accom- 

‘ plish the work. When the entire home farm; is under cultivation, the 
estimated gent wheat will ‘be upwards of ‘half a- million bushels, . 
which would require a train ttonsisting of over 1,000 of the ordinary 

» grain-cars to carry it all away,.", et an Sy hare 

- Although ‘farmers ‘ir Mariitoba. suffer from various dis- | 

- advantages, such as short summers, cold-winters, unseason-_ 

_able frosts, want of labour, and the like, still, many. of the. 
principal disadvantages of farming in England are absent. 
There are’ no rent-days,'no tithes, no sparrows, no rats, no 

costly _manures..to: be bought;-no burdensome: taxes¢-no" + 
antiquated landlord’s restrictions, and but few insect” pests. 
Sometimes the crops are injured by frost or hailstorms ; but: 
this is-not often. Sparrows wil, dbs arrive in due 

. time, as also. rats. - .Farmers-considgr gophers" injurious. to.“ 
their grain-crops, and often boast of having shot 150 or 200 
ina.year. A gopher is a small burrowing,animal, of which 

: ‘two species (Spermophilus franklini and: S-tridecem-lineatus) 
are common on the prairie. « One farmer told me that he., | 
had recently taken’as much as half'a bushel of good wheat 
out of a gopher’s store-house, The cosmopolitan English 
mouse has not yet found its way to Manitoba ; but settlers 


PLUS: this brief mention on p. 159 


producing capabilities of Manitoba. There was also an 
exhibit of Red Fyfe wheat grown on the Bell Farm, which, 
on account of its purity, was being sold at the rate of 
t dol, 25 cents per bushel for seed. ‘ 
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1884 — July 18 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Woods leaves Indian Head for Mountains; telephone completed, and 
track for elevator. 


“INDIAN HEAD — A FAREWELL DINNER- INDIAN HEAD, July 17 —J.G. Woods, late secretary of 
the Bell Farm Company, who is leaving for the Mountains, was given a farewell dinner by his 
friends, at the Commercial Hotel, this evening. It was a brilliant affair, the tables were laid for 
thirty guests, and all had a pleasant time. 


Local Items. The telephone around the Bell Farm and the town is completed, as also the side 
track to the elevator.” 


1884 — July 19 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 4 — Major Bell is in Winnipeg at the Queen’s Hotel. 


“PERSONAL MENTION. Major Bell, of the Bell Farm, arrived here from the west yesterday 
afternoon. .... Major Bell arrived in town from Indian Head yesterday, and is a guest at the 
Queen’s.” 


1884 — July 22 — Manitoba Daily Free Press - can’t find article 


1884 — July 22 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 4 -— George Alexander Stewart, architect — civil engineer, to build Elevator at Bell 
Farm — Edwards builds telephone line 


ee ne 


THE ELEVATOR AT INDIAN HEAD. 
An Indian Head voriespondent writes: 


Mr. G. A. Stewart, architect and civil en- 
giveer, of Winnipeg, is erecting here for the 
Qu Appelle Valley Farming Company an 
elevator after his vew patent. The founda- 
tion is already laid, ani is of brick laid in 
conerete; then timbers SxS, also Jaid in con- 
crete, which form the basement floor, The 
body of the building is to be a hectigon in 
form, fifty fcet in diameter and tifty tect 
high, from the centre of which a tower will 
rise forty feet, ‘The whole will be covered 
with sheet iron and painted. The capacity 
is to be 50,000 bushels, and the machinery 
will be driven by a 15 horse-power engine. 
The estimated cost of this elevator is about 
312,000, The Canadian Vacifie Railway 
Company is now laying a siding for the con- 
venience of shippers. Mr. Edwards, of Re- 
gina, has just completed a telephone system 
for the farming company from the Canadian 
Pacific Railway station to the farm honse, 
thence one and one-half miles to a cottage 
occupied by one cf the foremen. he 


See GEORGE ALEXANDER STEWART 


1884 — July 22 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 3 — Agricultural Society; and G.A. Stewart, Winnipeg — elevator architect 
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Stewart is erecting a hexagonal wooden grain elevator for Bell at Indian Head, on a brick laid in concrete 


foundation (Frank: This is a different structure from the Flour Mill designed and erected in 1885 by the Pray 
Manufacturing Company, of Minneapolis, Minnesota.) 


INDIAN HEAD. va 
sor deace of the Fre Pros, Dy 
Ou the lat inst. «large and influential 
meeting of farmvrs and others of Indian | up 
Uead'and vicinity wae held at Lidian| bu 
Head fur the purposo of orguuizing an] th 
-ricalturnl cage 
4tlOv'clock Jas. Harvey, £sg., was, ™ 
voted to the chair, and Mr. S. MaaDor-|¢ 
alé requeated to aut sa Sucretary. Tho] My 
cypurts and subseription lists of vevoral | an 
of the canrassers for memLors wero thin 
prosentod and acoepted ue being very | 
satisfactory ; tho lista showing that ut a] 
the leaat ——e the rolluf members 
soust exceed 300, ar 
Og motion of Mr. Crawford, socund sd | « 
by Bir. P. Ferguson, the following gea-| © 
jlemem wore clevted to the directors! a, | Pi 
viz.: Angus McKay, Exq., Prouidens, | 4 
and RB. 8. Garrett, Baq., Vico-Preaidert ; fl 
Directors—Mayor Bell, Messrs. J. 
oph Sheppard, P. Ferguson, - ‘W, to 
G. Cavan, R. A. Walker, Thos. jp 
Mills, G. Batliscomb, R. §. Skin-] 4 
n 


Society was then christened—nem con— 
“The Qu'A . 
Head i tural Sovi ¥ P 
The President, Major Boll and Secre-! 7 
tay-Treasurer wore requiated . 
“fpon His Honor the Liout..Governor to)! 
sojicit sid from the N, W. Council. Thia, | 5 
theas guntlemen did on the bth inst., at 
the Counci] Chamber, Regia, where Hin 
Honor very sracofally rovoived them, 
and, upon hearing thy purport of their 
mission anid that he was extremely sorry || 
that tho executive iad such « sinull bal- | 
ance on hand frew which grauta, of tho | § 
nature reque sould be mado, but 
that be could do his utmost: for the 
society ; 48 he wat of opinion that Agri: 
cultural Societies should be oncuuraged 
and fostered in tho weritories, 
Ou the 12th im. ao moeting of the 
Board of Directurs was held, when it was 
rosolyed that the Grst fall show would be 
hald on the 16th of October next at In- 
dian Head, of which, no doubt, public 


-of —— is erecting hero, for tho 


notice will be givon. 


>. BT 


This young, { bolieve fret in tho N- 
W. T., Agricultural Socioty will no doubt 
give a sjood accuunt of itsclf, ae thodi+|a 
reozors aro doterarined that uvithor pure | 4 
nor trouble ill bo sparod in mokung this | ¥ 
show an attsaetive one to farmors ant all] b 
who take an interest in the future pros- | d 
parity of thia groat Northwest. 

Mr. G. A, Stowart, architect and 0.E., . 
v 
b 
6! 
b 


Qu’Appelle Valley Furming Co., an 
glovator after dis now patent. The 
foundation is already laid, and ia of brick 
laid in concrete, then timbors 8x8 ulso 
laid in conerete, which furn the buso- 
ment foor, The bady of the building is} 
to be a hectagun im form, 50 feet in di- 
amuter god 50 fevt high, from the centro 
of wiich a tower will rise 40 feet, The| o 
whole will be covered with sheet iron ec 
and painted. The capacity is to bo 50,//S 
000 Pastels, and thy machinery will bé |i 
driven by a 15 horse-powor engind. Tha }h 
estimated costuf this ¢levelur is avout |) 
812,000. Tho C. P, &. Company ts now f 
laying » siding for tho oumvunence of tt 
ahippors, Mr. Bdwards, of Hoginn, has 
just cum ploted » tolephonosysten for the 
Farming Company from the C. P. 
station to thy farm house, thonee 14 
miles ts a cottage oveupied by one of the] 5 
foremoo. ; 
Tho wheat crop is looking very well, 
and a mnch largor yield is expected thao 
Isst year. Somo of the suction of the 
Ball Fano will certainly give a return of 
over the average, tho wheat beiny 204 
evenly-s0d luxuriantly heeded out. Po 
tatoes aud roots are not looking as wel! 
as could be wished, and gardens genor 
ally aro very book . : 
Tho Indians on the neighborin; 
rosorves are very quia} and ordirly. 
Col. McDonald, agont, will begin payin 
anouities to Piapot’s band aext week, 
and vontinve through all the reserves 2 
troaty 4. 


1884 — no specific date — Dept. of Agriculture, in 1886 Report- , p. 101 A Guide Book Containing Information for 
Intending Settlers -NOTE - location of Bell Farm cottage in groups of four 
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DISTRICT OF ASSINIBOIA. 


This district comprises an area of about 95,000 square miles. It is bounded on the 
south by the International boundary line, on the east by the western boundary of Mani- 
toba, on the north by the 9th Correction lne of the Dominion Lands System of Survey 
into Townships, which is near the 52nd parallel of latitude. On the west it is bounded 
by the line dividing the 10th and 11th Ranges of Townships west of the 4th initial 
meridian of the Dominion Lands Survey. 

The Valley of the Qu’Appelle is in the District of Assiniboia, being on the second 
plateau or steppe of the continent, reaching from Red River to the Rocky Mountains. 
This valley is a favoured part of the North-West, and settlement in it is proceeding with 
surprising rapidity. The Dominion Government has an immigrant station at Troy, and 
this district has been selected for the large farming experiment known as the “ Bell Farm," 
This scheme has features which have interest beyond a simple private enterprise on a 
very large scale. Theexperiment embraces a scheme of a wheat farm of a hundred square 
miles, or 64,000 acres, but so divided as to make it also a colonizing scheme, the intention 
being to sell the whole out to the workers after a few years’ operations. A section of 
one square mile of 640 acres is divided into three equal portions of about 213 acres, and 
the cultivation of this third of a section is placed in the hands of one man. Comfortable 
houses and stables are built at the corners of these third sections in such way that four 
houses and four stables come together, making, as it were, a little village on the road 
allowance. A man and his team are able to cultivate two-thirds of this apportionment, 
leaving one-third fallow every year, thus leaving the whole fallow once in three years, as 
well for recuperation as to destroy weeds, some kinds of which are apt, with the best 
cultivation, to make their appearance in wheat. The harvesting is done by the self- 
binder, and the threshing by the powerful steam machinery of the farm. The work is 
thoroughly systematized ; and the whole of the buildings were about to be connested by 
telephone shortly after the writer of these lines left thisfarm afew monthsago, The average 
.crop of wheat in 1873 was 21 bushels to the acre, much of this grown on the first turn- 
ing of the sod. The yield in 1884 was very bountiful, and much over that of the previous 
year. In order to save teaming very large weights of wheat, itis putin large wooden 


218 kb 


Note: 1873 reference above is a typo error, should be 1883 


104 DOMINION OF CANADA. 


tanks or receivers spread over the farm, as it comes from the powerful steam 
threshers which are used. The wheat produced is of the very highest quality, and often 
weighs 65 lbs. to the bushel. Comparatively high wages (£84 stg. a year) are paid to the 
men employed, and each has a house and one acre of ground, rent free. These uniform 
arrangements, and division of men and horses at equal points over the immense area of 
the farm, with just as much placed under one man's charge as he can comfortably manage, 
so simplifies the control of the whole as to place it under easy command from the centre 
of operations, The point of greatest attention of all is bestowed upon the care and feeding 
of the horses, as the source of motive power for the farming operations, The horses are, 
however, worked to their capacity. It seems to follow naturally that the men who work 
these good sized farms of 213 acres, and whoare highly paid, and made as comfortable as 
possible, would embrace the opportunity that is to be offered them of becoming possessors 
of them; the whole scheme thus melting into one of uniform colonization of a hundred 
square miles. Major Bellis the able projector and manager; and the scheme so far is 
reported to be largely pecuniarily successful. 125 kb 


1884 — July 22 — Manitoba Daily Free Press — p. 3 — Telephone system between town and Bell Far completed 


“Mr. Edwards, of Regina, has just completed a telephone system for the Farming Company 
from the C.P. R. station to the farm house, thence 1% miles to a cottage occupied by one of 
the foremen.” 


The following illustration shows this telephone line: 
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318 kb View from south to north along road allowance — large white building is Bell Farmhouse 


Source: Feb 1885 Farmer's Advocate (Vol 20,No 230), p. 41. 


—THE— 


“LITTLE BRANTFORD” 


FOLDING BINDER. 


’ ees ae . ‘ +p ¥ — 
JUST THE MACHINE THAT CANADIAN FARMERS WANT! 
Now Used on all the Principal Farms in Cansda, including the farm of 

The Hon. J. H. Pope, Minister of Agriculture; The Ontario Experi- 
mental Farm; The Bell Farm, using 25 Brantford Binders; The 
Edgely Farm, using 8 Brantford Binders; The Conmee Farm, using 


6 Brantford Binders; The Bow Park Farm, and many other leading 
Farms throughout the Dominion. 


Source: Feb 1885 Farmer's Advocate (Vol 20,No 230), p. 61. — reference to use of the “Little 
Brantford Folding Binder” at the Bell Farm 
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1884 — July 25 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 4— Excursions to the Bell Farm 


“Excursion to Bell Farm. It has been suggested that the Canadian Pacific Railway hold an 
excursion to the Bell farm on the civic holiday, in order to give Winnipeggers an opportunity to 
view the magnificent wheat fields there. Comparatively few citizens have ever seen 3,000 
acres of growing wheat and 2,000 acres of oats in one vast field. Although the distance is 
considerable, it is thought that if the excursion train started the previous evening and returned 
the night of the holiday it would work all right.” [Frank’s Note: the “3,000” might be “5,000” — 
as the type is difficult to read.] 


1884 — July 30 - Montreal Gazette, p. 5 — Invitation to British Association to Visit the Bell Farm 


The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec, Canada) - 30 Jul 1884, Wed - Pad 


Morley, Will athive 
k on ‘Thursday eve 
The Qu Appelle Valle 

(limited), proprietors o 


iu 
| 
have sent tne follow ing letter to the local com- 


‘ning. 


mittee, which apeaks for iteelf :— 


WINNIPRG, 24th July, 1RR4, 

DEAK Sin,—In view of the contemplated visit 
ofthe British Association to Munttoba and the 
Northwest, I am directed to convey through 
youun invitation on the part of our company 
to the members of the distinguished body 
named and friends accompanying them to} 
visitthe “ Bell Farm,” on the line of theC. P| a 
KR, Indinn Head Station, 312 miles west 


Tkhovoe. 


Winnipeg, where the largest farniing opera- 
tious In Canada are being successfully carried 
on. 

Ihave taken the liberty of furnishing you 
for distribution among the visitors a number 
of cuples of the president's lest report, the pe- 
rusal ot which will enable a more intelligent 
idea lo be gained of our work durtog a slay that 
doubties® must necessarily be brief, 

I should be glad to bave early intimation, 
after the route hus been determined on, that we 
shall be among the favoured spouts selected us 
desirable to visit. 


aos Es 
Als OB ee 


. Trusting your 2: gad may be an aceeptance, 
am, yours truly, 
a H. J. Kurers, 


ier Sec.-Trena, 


it A_letter has also been received from Ver 150 kb 


1884 — Auntie Martin and Lieut. Gov Dewdney visit — gopher supper 
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1884 — Visit of Notman photographers from Montreal — take a number of Bell Farm photos, including this photo of Mrs. 
Katherine [Elwood] Bell in doorway and Major Bell at far right. Others undetermined. (Source: McCord Museum: V1385) 


Captain Balfour........-... «++. ginnewa'sis ‘gece ae 
CAE PIENG: caseasinncsst cc crsbentoweese trees 25 
Lientivnant ~winford eeereceeeths at OO ert Poses sees 25 
Private A. RO 8... cccerecree anereseencose 3: 
Privute Maclin. FREER eter eee ete © ee eee ee eee 20 
Ji Hi. Chambers OOO e BO Be Phe eee tHE we ete eeeeeee 19 


At 6 o’cluck the cash prizes were paid and 
when the winners had received their money 
aud were fevling in gootl spirits the train 
was taken for home. Yhesille meeting has 
been pre-eminently snecessful from every 
point of view, and the promoters have every 
reason to congratulate themselves. The 
different matehes were ably conducted, aud 
for this great credit is «due to all the mili- 
tary men interested. Before leaving for 
home supper was partaken of, and the 
caterers, Messrs, William Bell and John 
Pearson, deserve praise for the meal they 
set before the hungry riflemen. 

ON THE TRAINS. 


[FRANK: image below: Henderson’s Winnipeg Directory — 1884, p. 155 — arrow points to Major Bell. Note all 
the other people named “W. Bell” in that year alone.] 
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WINNIPEG ALPHABETICAL DIRECTORY. 


manager Canada | Bell James, engineer C.P.R. 

Bell Yan, ‘geoomh: ‘cue Genith ie Griaian 
er, Disraeli Bell John B., of Bell Bros., 536 Main 
Disraeli Bell Lewis, 228 Main 
bds 86 Common W | BELL, LEWIS, YATES & WALSH, 
pductor C.P.R. coal dealers, office, 13 Bannatyne 


ountant, 60 Princess, | East, yards Princess north of track 
Bell P., C.E. and contractor, River av, 
br, 149 Logan West Fort Rouge ; 
McWilliam East | Bell R., engineer, 184 Ross 
aap poh 371 Main | Bell Richard, of Bell Bros., 222 Ross 
or 


. indy fed Bell Robt., engineer C.P.R. 
prop. Richeliew | Bell Robert, laborer, bds 863 Main 
! Bell Robt., of Bell Bros., 222 Ross 
, 853 Main Bell Sam., laborer, bds 21 Patrick 
irk, 477 Main Ball Wij head waiter Manitoba club, 
50 Fonseca West 100 Garry 
Ball Wij of Bell Bros., res 38 James EB 
Ball Wi E., cattle dealer, 134 MeWil- 
liam West 
Bali Wi G., of Copeland & Bell, res 
ami Qu'Appelle Vall 
Bell R., mgr. Qu’ e Valle 
Farmin co. Basnatros East i 
BELL WM., gents’ furnishings, 288 
Main cor Graham 
Bellamy James, engineer C.P.R. 


1884 — August 8 — Dept., of the Interior Annual Report for 1884, Part 1, P. 7. 


H.H. Smith and J. McD. Gordon, Dominion Lands Office Inspectors, visit Bell Farm to deal with the squatters’ 
issue, and signed the newly-delivered Bell Farm Visitors Register, # 8 & 9 respectively. 


“| then went to Indian Head in company with J. McD. Gordon, for the purpose of assisting him in 
the disposition of the claims of certain squatters on the Bell Farm.” 


1884 — Aug. 14 — Regina Leader, p. 4—J. Mc D. Gordon deals with Bell Farm and other squatters 


“LOCAL NEWS - Mr. Gordon, Dominion Land Agent at Calgary left Regina on Sunday evening 
for Indian Head and passed here on Tuesday on his way to medicine Hat where he has gone to 
arrange the difficulties there regarding Squatters, &c.” 


1884 — Aug. 14 — Regina Leader, p. 4 - Notice to Squatters — to meet at Bell Farm 


“Important to Squatters. Messrs. Taylor MP. for South Leeds and Wood M.P. for Brockville, the 
Arbitrators appointed to adjust the matters in dispute with the Squatters on the Bell Farm have 
arrived there. Mr. W.H. Stevenson, Dominion Land Agent for Regina, who has received 
instructions from the Dominion Government to hold himself in readiness to proceed, 
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immediately on receiving intimation by telegram, to the Bell Farm, to meet the Arbitrators and 
to take with him all fyles, maps and other papers necessary, to place himself at their disposal 
and facilitate in every way the work they go there to accomplish, proceeded there by Tuesday 
evening train.” 


1884 — Aug. 16 —- Edmonton Bulletin, p. 2— NWT Council debates establishment of Bell Farm and squatters’ rights 


“Moved by Mr. White, seconded by Mr. Jackson, in amendment to the motion of Mr. Ross in 
reference to the settlers in the Moose Jaw, Regina and Indian Head reserves, “ That the lands in 
the three reserves mentioned were reserved for homestead entry in 1882; that an unsuccessful 
attempt had been made to settle the claims of the Regina reserve settlers, no attempt had been 
made to settle those of the Moose Jaw settlers, and no settlement had been arrived at with the 
Bell Farm settlers; that the delay in recognizing their claims entails hardship upon those settlers; 
that they, being pioneers, should be treated at least equally as well as later settlers elsewhere; 
that the settlers to enter inter possession before the withdrawal of the land from 
homesteading; that the delay in settlement of the claims is injuring the towns of Moose Jaw and 
Regina; that a course by which actual settlers are given to understand that they have no rights 
which the government is bound to respect , is injurious to immigration and the welfare of the 
country; that a memorial should be sent through the executive council urging the minister of the 
interior to at once recognize the full claims of all bona fide settlers on the Regina and Moose 
Jaw reserves; that the executive memorialize the Dominion Government to so extend the 
sections of the land set showing non-resident homesteading so that a homesteader may reside 
anywhere in the township or adjoining township in cases where he has relatives therein.” 
Amendment not voted upon.” 


1884 — Aug. 18 —- Manitoba. Daily Free Press, p. 4— Fifteen British Association members visit the Bell Farm; Burton 
accident. 


—— 


Frresy meubers of the British As- 
soviation visited the Bolt Farm on Fri- 
day, sinouge whom were Sir Juinos Doug- 
lag, Prof. Gluiaher, Mr. Russell and a 
number of ether centoncen, vith several || _-————— — 
ladies, During tiwir stay an unfortunate ||| ground, Prof. Jones fortunately wneaped 
aceitent uceurred which marred the plea- with vary little injury, but Mr. Burton 


euro ef the occasion and provented the was ute badly hart, #0 Ubot ho Jus te 

ty frum seving ne extonsively a9 they be carefully taken te tho Pullman coach, 
would otherwisy bave heen the oporations whore be was placed under mudical troat- 
of the farm. Mr. Burton and Prof. wont, On Saturday du was brought 


Jones, of University College, Cordifl ||) down to Winni wug under the caro of Ur. 
Eng., were occupying together the baok Fdwards, of fudiaa Hond. From thy 
xeatina carriage when by some moans train he was couveyed te the Genera) 
the horses starteu forward au wuddenty Hospital, whore he now is. His back is 
asto wverturn tho seat, throwing the badly injurod, but it is thought not av 
two gentlemen cub yiolontly vpou the severcly us ty be fatal, 

———— nn? 


85 kb 67 kb 


1884 — Aug. 18 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — British Association members stay at Winnipeg hotels 
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The following Oid Country visitors arc 
regintored at the Grand Univu:—Dr. 
Robert Beveridge, Aborleen; RB. F. 
Gwythor, Manchuster; Dr. Kerr, Glas- 

ow; Mra, Morison Miller, M. KF. M. 
ppboll, Soutland. 

Arann the guests ab the Quoon's are 
Prof, (+ Cecil White, Southampton, 

land; Prof. Viriamu Jones, Univer- | 
aity College, Cardiff; BE. Westlake, Ford- 
ingbrilge; W., LI, Maddon, Murlborough; 
8. Pitt, London, all of Tengland, and 
membors of the Lritish Association. 

Tho following mombers of the British 
Scientific Association are registered atthe 
Leland: Capt. Bedford Pim, Sir James 
air ge Deuglus, Mies Douglas, 
Prof. Ginaishur, BH. B. Pim, G. Reid, Rey, 

M, D, Fletcher, P. M. Sydney, Edwin 

Ransom, London. ay mgs Mr. und Bira, 
1 Tluseell, Plymouth; A. A. Prankrod, 

Oxford; Jaha Carson, Belfast; J, 3%. White, 

Roswsall; QO. H. YVeloy, Oxforcl; | 


<2 


cc ~=ew FP eT 


>, ~“T 


7 Ve 


Wooduock, Wellington Salop, Exglund. 
OTD Oe 


103 kb 


1884 — Aug. 18 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4-— MacArthur’s report on his Bell Farm visit 


severely us To be Fakal, 


ki} GOLDEN GRAIN, |, 


What They are Doing at the|s 
Bell Farm at QGu‘Appelie, i 


n oe Sy ae CUM pen), Mm. 
*l cluding a nunibor ef atumna throshors, wil! 
be put in operation, presenting a vory 
animmced acono.  tlucveating generally 
was likely to begin in about ten days 
throughout the country. Mr. MeArthur 
; says it is impoasibls for any ong to form 

any idea of the umgnibulu of « crop of 
dight thousand acres xcept by avtunlly 
goiny vyor the grouid, Stand fig as the 
‘main building, hie is a mile and o hall 
distant from the railway track, and on 


Metura of Mr. McArthur tcom «Tour 
. of Lnxpection—7,500 Acron of 
Waving Grein— spicadta 
Prospects tora Mag ¥, 
ulitivent Crop. 


v 
X sidont of ; 
the returned ou a 
Saturday fron a tour of inspection of the 
Bel 


f L¥aru, He joft Winnipeg on Wee- | P the north side of it, und looking in all 
¢) nesday murning wad arrived ut lin dosti- Meni » | 
S hnvtion that night. Spending twodnys in : che "gie na ari res drathage eye van 


looking over thu form, hu had tho oppor- 
tunity of niaking « vomplete vixcuit of ull 
tho fields, wien hoe fvund the various 
orvps in the most forward and fourishing 
astute that could be iimaginod,. This was 
particularly the case iu reforence to the 
wheat, of which there were betwoen 
5,000 and 6,000 nevus. ‘Mio crup of onta 
covered 2,000 acres, und there wero 6p0 
acres of Hux, makiuy a lotal of over 
7,000 ackss, 

All thesu crops, withott exeoption, fee 
mised te yiekl very heavily; Mr. Me- 
Arthur see that Beso Haze se Bed 
uve twonty-live or thirty bushels per 
sees, tie wheat wos finer than any ho 
wuwon tho way between Winnipeg ond 
[ndinn Head, oxcelling ovon thoze tivlds 
about Portage ia Prairie, which 
were  vory good, It wus expect- 
ed that the harvest would begin 
“}this weak, when all the now machinery 
+| purchased this yort by the company, in- 
cluding a numbor ef atuma throshars, wil! 


WaviNe GRAIN, 
The operatiuns of the farm aro directed 
by the nunager, Major W, R. Ball, and 
ure such as tv pivo cyidenos of the high 
efficiency with which they are conductod, 
- | Mx, MoArthur waa ontirely aatisfied with 
the ptato of thingy which lie anw, ond as 
the rosult of his visit, he is led tu ontor- 
tain es ae hopes of tho fucure. Ho 
says t 


tho success of the Bell 
farm hos demonstrated the ibility 
of euocessfully cultivating whoat in enor- 
mous fields in that pur; of the country ; 
anc further, that this succesy has atiuin- 
lated othor farmors in their agricultural 
operations, and produvod # yocd mural 
oifect throughout the whole conntry. He 
undorstands that tho crop of the ‘Sykes 
farm, which isa fow gniles distant from 
the Be}) farm is alsw yvod, 
TUM O47 CROP, 


ws Sort ot ae 


| ree ee rae 


a2 so 


Part 1 of 3 134 kb Part2 of 3 124kb 
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i hich had b TUK OAT CROP, 
which had been reported to be light, Mr. 

MacArthur found io be wonderfully im 
prayed, 4o that it now promises to be 
much heavier than it did geome timo ayo, 
‘This applies to tho country generally, 
As compared with last year he cstinates 
that the crops will be 25 to Ji per cont. 
better, which superiority he a:tributes to 
the better proparation of the so, oa per: | 
tion of last your's ecel having been sown 
upon the aed ; alaw to the fact of the sen- 
son having been somuwhat mure fayur- 
able, The breaking opurutiona of the 
farm have been proyiwesing satiafac- 
tovily, and tho work has beon |] 
facthtatel by tho recent = raina. 
It is expected that 10,000 tu 12,000 acres 
will be pat undercrup noxt your, being 
between 3,000 and 4,000 acror in excons 
of tho arca of this year, The breaking 
of tho prasent seugon is all being done 
south of the railway line; the crop of this 
year isall standing on th rth side, 
q tor which the 

} is building at ficinn Hoad Sta- }4 
tion will be finished in about a imonth, 
It'’e capacity is 60,000  bushols, 
St will not only be available for the com- 
pany’s purposes, but storage will bo civen 
to all who wish to avail thomselvos of its 
advantages, 


CS a em Oo - i 


Part 3 of 3 118 kb 


1884 — ca. August 20 — Prof. Tanner visits the Bell Farm and signs the Bell Farm Visitors Register (#69) — mentions in a 
later report for the Albany Settlement that it took Bell five weeks to travel from Brandon to Indian Head in 1882. 


1884 — August 20 — Letter from former Prime Minister Sir Alexander Mackenzie to his daughter Mary, on visit to Bell 
Farm with his wife Jane 


“When we reached the Bell Farm, we saw two fields of wheat, one of 1,280 acres, and one of1,000 acres, anda 
flax field of 500 acres. They have 25 reapers, 170 horses, and other farm “rolling stock” in proportion. Late in 
the evening we got to our car again, after a very pleasant ten days’ ride, part of which the heat spoiled, and part 
was rendered almost intolerable by a cloud of winged ants, which enveloped us and found a lodging in our 
clothes and down our necks. They sting exactly like a newly-kindled match applied to the skin.” 


Source: “The Honourable Alexander Mackenzie: His Life and Times ”, by William Buckingham and George W. 
Ross, 1892, p. 610. 


1884 — Aug. 22 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Mr. Burton, Br. Assoc. member, injured on Bell Farm tour accident 


“CITY AND PROVINCE. Mr. Burton, a member of Captain Pim’s party, who was seriously 
injured by being thrown from a carriage at the Bell Farm last week, was taken east yesterday in 
charge of Dr. Kerr, who will accompany him as far as Montreal, where he will take the steamer 
for his home in England. It is thought the unfortunate accident will not result in any 
permanent injury, though some time must elapse before Mr. Burton will be able to walk.” 
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1884 — August - Visitor’s Register 
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Number | Date Name Residence Comments 
1 August 8, | Adelbert Anson Regina Saskatchewan —1" Anglican Bishop of Qu’Appelle (originally called 
1884 Bishop of Assiniboia) 
Assiniboia 


[NoEntry 


John Grisdale 
Dean of 
Rupertsland 


|NoEntry = 


|NoEntry | NoEntry 


Winnipeg 


|NoEntry = 


Manitoba — later 3° Anglican Bishop of Qu’Appelle 


5 ° D. Lewis Fort Qu’Appelle Saskatchewan 
6 “ Major Lloyd England 
Austruther ...... 
7 7 F. Lloyd Portage la Prairie | Manitoba 
Austruther 
8 August 8, | H.H. Smith Winnipeg Manitoba — Henry Hall Smith (b. 1867) was a lawyer, the 
1884 Commissioner of Dominion Lands, and a member of the Dominion 
Lands Board in Winnipeg. Also inspector for Dominion Lands, with 
J.M. Gordon on this visit 
9 J. McD. Gordon Calgary Alberta — Dominion Lands Agent Ref: Dept. of Interior Sessional 
Papers, 1884 John MacDonald Gordon, Dominion land agent 
(promoted to Inspector of Dominion Lands Agencies 1885) With 
H.H. Smith on this visit. 
10 Dr. Shaver Stratford England or Ontario? 
11 W. Kirkland Indian Head Saskatchewan 
12 E. Dewdney Regina Saskatchewan — Edgar Dewdney - Lieut. Gov. of the North-West 
Territories 
13 J. Dewdney Regina ? Residence not listed — Jane Dewdney - wife of Edgar Dewdney 
14 R. Sykes Edgeley, Richard Sykes and his brother Arthur (next entry), both of 
Cheshire Cheshire, England, established and owned Edgeley Farm, north of 
Maclean. It was their farm manager’s wife who was instrumental 
in building Vernon Church. According to the June 11, 1886 
Qu’Appelle Progress, R Sykes and his wife visited the farm at that 
time. 
15 Arthur H. Sykes Edgeley, Brother of Richard Sykes. 
Cheshire 
16 G. Pritchard- Trescawen, George Pritchard-Rayner was a retired officer of the 5th Dragoon 
Rayner Anglesey, N. Guards and Master of the Anglesey Harriers. 
Wales 
17 H. Keith Indian Head Saskatchewan 
18 August H.M. Hargreaves Oakhurst, 
12, 1884 Westhroughton 
19 August H.E. Pearson Southport 
12, 1884 
20 Alfred Pegler, Southampton, Member of the British Association 
British Association | England 
21 Josiah Thorp, Holmfirth, 
British Association | England 
22 John Flood Brockville, Member of Parliament for Brockville: Ref. Ed Morgan History, p. 49 


Ontario 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 


8 September 2024 


23 August Augustes E. Winnipeg Manitoba 
14, 1884 Mornewicke 
24 Alexander Winnipeg Manitoba: A Winnipeg general merchant, Alex helped found 
MacArthur the Manitoba Historical and Scientific Society. 
25 May MacArthur Winnipeg Manitoba Wife of Alexander MacArthur. Died within a week of 
her toddler son, lan's passing 
26 lan Alister Winnipeg Manitoba Toddler son of Alexander and May MacArthur. Died 
MacArthur January 13 1886 ,3 years and 6 months. 
27 David Macarthur Winnipeg Manitoba Young son of Alexander and May MacArthur 
28 Robert Crawford Indian Head Saskatchewan — probably merchant; member of NWT Council; 
died 1897 — Ref: p. 332, Indian Head History. An investor in the 
Bell Farm 
29 W.R. Robertson Indian Head Saskatchewan 
30 D. Malcolmson Winnipeg Manitoba 
31 H. J. Eberts Winnipeg Manitoba — Hermann Eberts was a member of the Bell Farm 
investors & Sec. Treasurer, Ref: p. 62, Indian Head History; same as 
#165 
32 W.N. Shillicoine England 
Page 2 
33 August James Glaisher, Blackheath James Glaisher, a good friend of James Douglas, was a renowned 
15, 1884 F.R.S. meteorologist and aeronaut (balloonist) who visited the Bell Farm 
with the British Association. 
34 “ Jason Douglas ...ut | Dulwich, Surrey A British civil engineer and renowned lighthouse designer, Jason 
68 (James Nicholas) Douglas visited the Bell Farm on Aug. 15, 1884 
along with his family and a dozen other dignitaries. 
35 * Lady Douglas Sellay House Wife of James Douglas 
36 “ Neil Douglas Sellay House 
37 a Geo. Russell Plymouth, 
England 
38 “ Ellen Russell Plymouth, 
England 
39 7 John Carson Belfast, Ireland 
40 oa J. Viriamu Jones Univ. Coll. Cardiff | Viriamu Jones, a British Association delegate, was a physicist and 
First Principal of the University College of South Wales at Cardiff. 
As a member of the Association, Jones visited the Bell Farm with 
his wife Sarah Katharine (Willis) Jones on August 15, 1884. 
41 - Mrs. Viriamu Univ. Coll. Cardiff | Wife of Viriamu Jones 
Jones 
42 = Hector Cameron, Toronto Ontario — Conservative Member of Parliament 
M.P. 
43 ad Mrs. Hector Toronto Ontario: Mrs. Clara [Boswell] Cameron was the wife of Hector 
Cameron Cameron, Member of Parliament. 
44 = A.A. Prankerd Trinity College, 
Oxford, London 
45 ~ W. Burton G......, England Injured in accident on the Bell Farm 
46 = Bedford Pim, United Service Bedford Clapperton Trevelyn Pim - Captain Bedford Pim was a 
Captain, R.N. Club naval officer (raised to the rank of rear-admiral on the retired list 


in 1885) and a barrister. Pim was responsible for proposing the 
1884 visit of the British Association to Canada. 


48 


|NoEntry 


R. Myers 


[Noentry 


India, ...etta 


Saskatchewan 


49 


B.H. Buxton 


Sedgwick City, 


Kansas 


Same as # 211 
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50 August Joseph Grose Canadian Gov't In 1884, Joseph Grose Colmer was the Secretary to the Canadian 
19, 1884 Colmer Officer, London, High Commissioner (Charles Tupper) in London. 
England 
51 T.J. Demers Montana U.S.A.: Telesphore Jacque "T.J" Demers was a prominent merchant 
and cattleman (Detroit and Montana Cattle Company) who 
founded Demersville, Montana. 
52 August W. McGirr Regina Saskatchewan William McGirr was born in Russell County, Ontario 
20, 1884 and came to Regina in the Fall of 1881, where he began work as a 
Clerk in the Indian Department of the North-West Territorial 
government. (See John Powers’ 1887 History of Regina for more 
details on McGirr) 
53 Geo. P. Welsh Regina Saskatchewan 
54 Major Patrick Liet. Cent. Ch of Major P.G. Craigie was the Secretary of the Central Chamber of 
George Craigie Up., Arundel, Sr. Agriculture and later the President of the Royal Statistical Society. 
Strand, London, 
W. 
55 Robert Miller Chignal St. Robert Miller Christy was an Essex naturalist and author who 
Christy James, near made several trips to Manitoba and wrote about the Bell Farm in 
Chelmsford, one of his accounts of prairie life. (First visited on July 10, 1884 en 
Essex route from Winnipeg to Medicine Hat; then again during the 


[NoEntry 


[NoEntry | No Entry 


return trip - on Aug. 20, 1884 ) 


57 Matt. Ryan Winnipeg Manitoba 

58 Andrew MacLean Manitoba College | Manitoba 

59 A. MacTavish Indian Head Saskatchewan 

60 Mr. & Mrs. A. Toronto Ontario: Jane (nee Sym) Mackenzie visited the Bell Farm with her 

a&b Mackenzie husband Alexander Mackenzie, Canadian Prime Minister from 
1873-1878. Alexander Mackenzie (1822-1892) was a Scottish 
stonemason, who went on to become a newspaper editor (1852- 
1854 Lambton Shield). He entered politics in 1861 and served as 
Prime Minister of Canada from 1873 to 1878. Mackenzie visited 
the Bell Farm with his second wife, Jane, during a trip to see the 
Rocky Mountains in August 1884. 

61 Edith Brown Toronto Ontario 

62 John Henry Petrolia, Ontario | J.H. Fairbank was a banker and in his time was the top producer of 

Fairbank crude oil in Canada. Fairbank preceded Alexander Mackenzie as 

the MP for the federal riding of Lambton. John Henry Fairbank 
(1831-1914) was an Ontario banker and in his time was the top 
producer of crude oil in Canada. Fairbank succeeded former Prime 
Minister Alexander Mackenzie as the MP for the federal riding of 
Lambton. 

63 Wm. & Mrs. Qu’Appelle Saskatchewan — possibly the architect by that name. William 

a&b Henderson Henderson (1837 - 1931) was a Scottish architect with the federal 
Department of Public Works (DPW). He married Mary Jane Smith 
in 1862, and the family moved to Canada in 1872, where 
Henderson began work with DPW. 

64 Cha. Mackenzie Sarnia, Ontario 

Page 3 

65 Mrs. MLR. Qu’Appelle Saskatchewan 

Mackenzie 

66 Angus McKay Indian Head Saskatchewan — founding director of the Dominion Experimental 
Farm at Indian Head. Ref; p. 535 Indian Head History 

67 James Harvey Indian Head Saskatchewan — operated first grain mill at Indian Head; Ref: p. 
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434, Indian Head History 


68 Xx Leonard St. Leonard’s 
Dodsworth Club, York 
69 Henry Tanner, London From South Kensington; slated to teach farming at the proposed 
M.R.A.C. college at Indian Head; Ref. Ed Morgan History, p. 51; same as # 
187 & 247. He was also involved with Lord Brassey’s Church 
Colonization Society east of Qu’Appelle, and Brassey’s Alliance and 
Sunbeam farms near Indian Head MRAC stands for Member of the 
Royal Agricultural College. Professor Tanner was the first diploma student 
at Cirencester Royal Agricultural College - his name appears on a plaque in 
the college's dining hall. 
FO fee Steven Winnipeg Manitoba 
71 Robert Manning Winnipeg Manitoba: Robert Manning (1856-1920) was a Winnipeg 
merchant. He was the founder of the Manning and Company Bank 
as well as the Western Coal Company. He visited the Bell Farm on 
August 20, 1884 
72 Alex Haggart Winnipeg Manitoba: Alexander Haggart was a Lawyer, judge, MP (1908-1911), MP 
(1911-1917). Born at Peterborough, Ontario on 29 January 1848, son of 
Archibald and Elizabeth Haggart, he was educated at Victoria University 
(Cobourg, Ontario). He commenced the practice of law at Toronto, in 
1877. He came to Winnipeg in 1880 and became the law partner of Hugh 
John Macdonald and A. C. Killam. 
7a = | ete Winnipeg Manitoba — similar to # 91 
74 Thomas H. Taylor Chatham, 
Ontario 
75 ???... Stephenson Winnipeg Manitoba 
76 Goldwin Smith Toronto Ontario: Prolific British-Canadian political commentator and writer. Editor 
of the Canadian Monthly, Goldwin Smith Hall’ at Cornell University is 
named for him. Professor Smith left Winnipeg for the Bell Farm on the 
morning of Aug. 27, 1884 — Ref: Wpg. Daily Sun, p. 1. 
77 W. Jackson Fort Qu’Appelle Saskatchewan 
78 al? oocimildy Fort Qu’Appelle Saskatchewan 
79 August Rufus Stephenson | Chatham, 
29, 1884 Ontario 
80 August Hector L. Langevin | Ottawa Ontario — federal Minister of Public Works 1879-91. Ref: Canadian 
30, 1884 Encyclopedia 
81 Camile ... Regina Saskatchewan 
(Emmanuel St. 
Onge?) Chapleau 
82 H.L. Langevin Son of Hector L. Langevin: 
https://advitam.bang.qc.ca/notice/299268: 1861-1897 
83 William Qu’Appelle Saskatchewan — same signature as # 63 William Henderson (1837 
Henderson - 1931) was a Scottish architect with the federal Department of 
Public Works (DPW). He married Mary Jane Smith in 1862, and the 
family moved to Canada in 1872, where Henderson began work 
with DPW. 
84 M. Zendord Regina Saskatchewan — contractor and billiard Hall operator Ref: History 
of Regina, 1887, p.14 & 28 
85 E.F.E. Roy Ottawa Elzebert Francois Edouard Roy was the private secretary of Sir 


Hector Langevin. 


1884 — August 


- Prof. Tanner’s visits and reports on the Bell Farm 
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On reaching Toronto, I proceeded to the North-west by the 
Lake route, and my first visit of inspection was paid to 


THE BELL FARM. 


However impressive a visit to this farm may be to a stranger, I 
am free to confess that its magnitude impresses the mind still more 
fully during subsequent inspections. [t is very difficult to realize 
clearly on the mind what it is to drive for twenty miles through 
crops of wheat, oats, and flax, extending as far as the eye can 
i reach. One piece of wheat we carefully examined measured 1500 

acres, It had been sown in two days, and at the time of my visit 
much of it carried thirty-five bushels per acre of magnificent wheat, 
which under the bright Canadian sun waved like a golden sea. 
The working power on the farm consisted of 180 horses and 130 
men, these, with 50 self-binding reapers, represented a power to 
eut, bind, and stook 800 acres per day, each binder cutting 16 acres 
daily. This power is so arranged that within twelve days the 
whole of the wheat and oats can be cut, and the spring sowing of 
the wheat and oats was also arranged so that it could be completed 
in ten days. It appears almost fabulous to talk of 800 or 1,000 
acres of wheat being sown on a single day, and yet this only 
represents what was done on this farm in the spring of 1884. 
Every farmer will see the great advantages which must result from 
the spring sowing being promptly completed. There is one level 
start, the growth is even throughout, and the ripening is likely to 
follow with equal regularity. 

We drove out to see the hay-making arrangements, which were 
being carried on whilst they were waiting for the corn to be ready 
for harvesting, and here we found from 1200 to 1400 tons of hay 
being secured. Here, again, the work was simplicity itself, for the 
natural grass of certain parts of the unbroken prairie having been 
cut by mowing machines, was allowed to lie on the surface—on the 
average four or five hours—and then the horse rakes gathered it 
_ for the me. 4 load on the waggons and send to the stack. In 
making the hay-ricks, care was taken to shape the top into a roof- 
like form, which would throw off the rain without the expense of 
thatching. A small loss is occasionally made consequent upon 
defective protection, but that loss is unworthy of consideration in 
comparison with the large expenditure for thatching, which is 
avoided. 

In the regulation of this great undertaking, there is a rigid 
discipline observed. An order being given, it must be performed, 
for its neglect entails dismissal. Without this—almost military— 


ag 


a 
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regularity, confusion would soon reign, and good management 
would be an impossibility. Major Bell, from day to day, inspects 
the operations going on upon the farm, and is now aided by one 
general foreman and four foremen of sections. At eight o’clock in 
the evening all gather to the telephone, which extends from Major 
Bell’s residence into each of the four sections of the farm. The 
orders are then given to each sectional foreman, in the hearing of 
the others. Any doubt is at once cleared up, and all retire to rest 
subsequently with full instructions for the morrow. No change is 
permitted without authority from headquarters, which, by the aid 
of the telephone, is always obtainable, in case of necessity, by night 
or day. 

The colonisation scheme now being carried out by Major Bell 
possesses one marked peculiarity, for the area of the farm represents 
64,000 acres, or 100 square miles, the whole of which lies within its 
own continuous boundary. There is no intervening land, except 
one square mile given up for the town of Indian Head, and for the 
line of railway which passes through the centre of the farm. In 
May, 1882, Major Bell had free scope for the selection of this un- 
broken block of land. It was then 200 miles from the nearest 
railway station. It is a curious fact, illustrative of the rapid 
development of the Canadian North-West, that his men and teams, 
with their various requirements for establishing themselves on the 
selected lands, took five weeks in journeying from Brandon to their des- 
tination ; and yet within one month of their arrival there, Major Bell 
went back to Winnipeg in a sleeping car on the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. 

THE QU’APPELLE VALLEY LANDS. 

After completing my inspection of the Bell Farm, I proceeded 
to see the lands which are associated with the lovely valley of the 
Qu'appelle River. The name has no doubt been given to it in 
consequence of its frequent “echoes,” and the reply, qu’appelle 
(who calls?), suggests the natural result of many an amusing inci- 
dent. On the first day I drove through the fertile lands east and 
north of the Bell Farm, reaching Fort Qu’appelle in the evening. 
We first passed through the Pheasant Plains, which are remarkable 
for their productive powers and great agricultural capabilities. I 
visited here some skilfal and enterprising farmers who had come 
up there from Ontario, and who had secured a well-deserved success. 
Messrs. McRae and Williamson had selected a fine tract of land, well 
adapted for mixed farming, and here [on August 28th, 1884] the 
harvest was in full swing, and the average yield of wheat was not 
less than 35 bushels per acre, whilst on 300 acres there were fully 
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_ 40 bushels per acre. This larger produce was in some measure 
due to the system of tillage. Major Bell considers it most 
economical to break the prairie thin—say three inches—and leave 
the turf thus ploughed ap exposed’ to the winter frost, so that it 
can be shaken to pieces in the spring by the agitating harrows going 


before the seeder, On the other hand the more usual practice is to 
“break ” the land as already stated, and after two or three months, 

* when the turf appears to be dead and ready to crumble, the turf 
and two or three inches of soil are “ back-set" by the plough and 

allowed to lie for the winter, Major Bell appears to admit the fact 
of this better cultivation being often preferable, but claims that it 
does not suit his arrangements at the Bell Farm, In any case the 
more complete tillage in the present instance contributed to an 
earlier harvest and a larger produce per acre. 
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Below: p. 35 


Dealing as we are in these matters of finance with most import- 
ant interests, and it may be for the welfare and happiness of many, 
I have thought it desirable to check these statements by informa- 
tion obtained from another source. Through the kindness of Major 

b2 


W. R. Bell, of The Bell Farm, whoso knowledge of the Canadian 
North west ranks very high, I have been supplied with his state- 
ment of the expenditure which may be advantageously made by a 
gentleman in occupying 200 acres of good land, assuming that 50 
acres are brought under crop in the first year, 140 acres in the 
second, and 190 acres in the third year. His farm expenditure is 
—as in the previous instances A, B, and C—kept independent of 
household expenditure, and any purchase of land. 


Farm D. 


Exrerpitvne ix Finest Year, 


— 


8. d. 

Hand Plough 5 ig a. Op 00 
Harrow ... a Se 00 
Wi = seo 00 
Belf-bindis, eee a ee re oe [ rs 
Mette er a ee 0 0 
Sleigh... ‘i 0 0 
Cow aa ave ree x 00 
Labour—1 Man 1 Year i ‘ee a 00 
2 Extra Man Harvest,2 months . 00 
60 Bushels Seed, Wheat (40 acres) ... i 00 
25 * » Oats (9 acres) ace re 0 (0 
Potatoes for Planting, l acre... .. “f 8 0 
Throshing 1600 Bushels ey 0 0 
Oats and for Horses ee 00 
8 0 

Cottage and Farm Buildings ... aoe ss one oes 00 
£ 8 0 


Exrewpirvne tx Sxcoxn Yan, 


Labour—1 Manand1 Boy... % 

* Extra Man, 6 months ote siy <n 
200 bushels Seed Wheat, at 80 cents. por bushel ... 
Seed Oats and Feed Oats... te + 

reshing 4,000 bushels, at 5 cents. per bushel 
Twine forBindee we ce 
Contingencies ... 


3) we. sneegee 
clooccococec” 
eclecococoo* 
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Experpirvuge rw Tursp Year. 


Ontlay as in Second Year ore ef eee ef ee 
Extra Cost of Threshing wee eee 5s see one 


We may now bring these statements of expenditure into contact 
with the receipts for the same period. 


Exrenpirvne, Hxcrtrrs. 
First Year :— 2 sd, 
As per statement First Year :— 
1000 bushels wheat, 
at 80 cnts. perbush.| 160 0 
450 bushels oats at 40 
cents per bushel ... 36 0 0 
Second Year :— Second Year :— 
As per statement 3500 bushels wheat, at 
80 conts per bushel} 560 0 
500 bushels cats, at 40 
cents per bushe 40 0 
Third Year :— Third Year :— 
As per statement 4750 bushels wheat, at 
80 cents per bushel| 760 0 0O 
Excess of Receipts over 500 bushels oats, at 40 
Expenditure oe cents per bushel ... 4 0 0 
£/ 1596 0 0 


Major Bell calculates that after the third year, although the 
capital invested upon the farm has been re-paid, the annual receipts 
and expenditure may be calculated upon as in the third year, 
showing a clear annunl profit of over £500. Results such as these 
are far too important to be passed without applying to them even a 
further test, and I have therefore taken the data given in con- 
nection with Farms A, B, and C, so as to place them in contrast 
with each other as well as with the Farm D. 
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Exrenrpirear, Racatrrs, 
£ « a. So «“#£€ 
First and Second Year 63412 0 | Second Year ... | 520 0 0 
Third Yoar oat «», 260 O Of Third Year ... eee 620 0 0 
Receipts inexcess .. 145 8 O 
£ lt 0 0 £:' 1010 O 
—— 


Fauw B. 
EXreypircer, Receirrs, 
£a a. are a 
First and Second Year 1220 O 0] Second Year ... . 100 0 0 
Third Year ais eo»! 520 O OJ] Third Year... - 10W O O 
Receipts inexcess .. 340 O O 
£ 2080 0 0 £ 2080 0 O 
Faru C. 
Exrexpirves, Recxtrrs, 
Ye Soe 8 1 kee eS 
First and Second Year| 2772 +4 0] Second Year ... «.| 2080 0 0 
Third Year ai ++ | 1040 O O]| Third Year... «| 2080 O vu 
Receipts in excess 
£| 4160 0 0 


Thus in each and all of these cases, in which there was sufficient 
capital at command, we have a very satisfactory uniformity in the 
general results, which goes far to explain the immense success which 
is commonly observed in Canadian farming when a proper amount 
of capital is employed. These results closely confirm the statements 
made in my previous Report, in which, after referring to some ex- 
cellent farms around Brandon, I said :—* In all these cases the pro- 


fits on two years’ cropping would repay the purchase of the property 
and also the outlay for the improvements.” 
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1884 — British Association Tour Visitors 


(revised: 21 January 2021) 


27 Aug, 1884 — List of Tour Members: in Montreal before Western Tour - Winnipeg Daily Sun 


BRITISH ASSOCLATION. 


GRANDGATHERING - N MONTREAL 


{Special to the Winnipeg Dally Sun.) 

Mowrreat, Aug. 27.—The annaal meet- 
ing of the British Association for the Ad. 
vancement of Science opened to-day. 

There are some seven hundred delegates, 
including many leading sciontisty. The 
ottieers are: President—The Right Hon. 
Lord Rayleigh, M.A., D.C.L., F.R.S., FR 
A.S., P.B.G.S,, Professor of Experimenta 


Mhysics in the University of Cambridge. 
Vice: Preatdeut— Tin ou nag the Gor- 


ernor-General of G.UM.G.; — 
Right How, Sir SOL rage 

oe wis ahs 
Sir Lyon Piaylair, ‘Ren ~ gy 
M.P., F.RS. 


V.G.S, 
Sir Alexander Tec Galt, G. it on 
Hen, Sir Charles Tupper, K.C.M.U.; Sir i 
Dorion, C.M.G.; the Hon, Dr. Chauveau; 
Priucipal J. W. 


F.RS., V.PCS, University College, 
don, W.C. (Professor Wilhamson will be’ 

at Mootreal by Admiral Sir Eraa- 
mus Ommanney, CB, PRS. PR AS., 
F.K.G.8. General Secretaries — Captain 
Douglas Galton, CB, D.C.L, PRLS., PL. 
8, FAS, P.RGS.; A. G. Vernon | Har. 


court, Kau, M.A., PES. F C5.  Sevre- 
—WVrotessor T. G. Py D. Se., 
F.KS., P.S.A., Pres. G. Local secre- 


p 
fr 


eg 


F.RLS., FS.A., Pres, G. S. Local secre- 
tarivs for the meeting at gy ae 3 E. 
Dawson, Feq., S. Rivard, E a ¢ 
Stevenson, E-q., Thomas Wiute, Esq, MP. 

treasurer for the meeting at “Mont- 


gent — F. Wolferstan =: Kau. 
proceedings opened”at 8 a, m, to- 
Carle when in the abseuce of Professor 
Sir W ener groupe the oe l 
DB, openc inertin mong 
the seercian, open of hie aautidions to 


the advancement of electrical science are the 
pa prt a of several beautiful instruments 
their * 4 aera to the study of atmos. 
pve e It is in connection with 
telegraphy, however, that Sir 
Williae ‘illen "Thonton 3 in electrical 
science are best known. Ile iv the inventor 
of the mirror-galvanometer and the siphon- 
recorder, which, owing to their extreniw 
delicacy, can be warhead hy very low battery 
power—a ciroumstance that tems greatly 
to the preservation of the cables, To the 
science of magnetism Sir William Thomson 
has made valuable additions, and has also 
shown his wonderful power in the investi- 
gations into the nature of heat. Ou the suc 
cessful completion of tho Atlantic cable in 
1366 he received the honer of knighthood, 
ee the soy ay of the 
coisa ne appear- 

i cumeheus Lord Raleigh, 
the chair. He is perhap. 
Letter kuown to many as the llon. Mr. 
higher eaten vs a yeien Mio rege: 
h tC] matics repu- 
tation has, perl sing hg one, 
is among suukests is ef then yghest in 
these branches of svience. He i professor 
of experimental physics in the Universit - 
Cambridge. His aldross waa delivered 
rehwlarly "ie agg was not noticeable he 
any partion cloquent passages. Lis 
alien to the pleasme felt at meeting in 
Montreal, the great commercial metropolis 
of Canada, was heartil applauded, Not 
much formal business will be done to-ulay, 
the proceedings being rather of a prelimin- 
ary character. The civic ramme for the 
entertainment of the guests on a very 
large seale, 
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1884 —Sept. 10- British Association - Winnipeg to Brandon 


BRITISH ASSOCIATION, 


The Exc lonists Azsive Bar | 


Rhe Progress of the Avanciation 
—The List of Exouratuuistw, 


The excursion party of the mombers of |) 
the British Associction, which left To- 
ronte for tha Rockies on the Goh, arrived 
hure shewkthrep vvlock thin morning, 
and pushed ¢n to Brandon without stop- | 
go, ‘She party will breakfoat at Bran~| 
on. Only a ger tha mal} portion | | 
of the membpra of the Assccintion are in: || 
eluded ic tha party, bub it is understeud || 
thut the ©. P. It. Compouy huve pare 
frew transportation us fur ns the leiog 
till the end of the munth to all thon), 
who way choose te avail themautres of 
tha privi by the regular truine, Tho 
uxcursion train consisted of wight slooping 
core. Among shoea who arrivad this 
morning Are :— 

Tho Earl of Honse, Sir}Richard Pema, 
Sir Mrastos Ormmanney, Me, Murke Whiit- 
wo, Mr. 0, Le Nove @oator, Major-Gen. 
pea: Mag R. 3, Dull, Tev. Garin 
Tani . Willlan Wood, Mr, 8. Tlourae, 
Mr. T. BR. Polwhoall, Mr, R. A. Robinuon, 
Prof. A. W. Suott, Mc. W. Morris Busu- 
fort, Dr, Honry Koons, Mr, W. Barnard, | 
Mr, Jubn Bobbins, Rov, A. Jayes, Mr. 
Heuty Marsh, Mr. Vhomag Kingston, | 


} 


8 September 2024 


By Marsh, Mr. Thomas Kingston, 
Mr, ©. FP, Jones, Mr, Thomas Mr, 
G, W. Bloxham, Rev, ag Jones, Mr. 
H. J. Marton Mr. a. Tr. uy les, Prof. 
W, Mr, J. P, Sheldon, bir. ; 
Joby Mr. E. Furoworth, Mfr. A. , 
Tato, Dr. W.. Boyd Dawking, Rev, H.A. 
. Geo. Chatterton, Mfr, ©. ©, 
. Mr, Jus, Dillon, Mr, ft, A, Hob- | 
inson, Mr, W, HH. MMe, W, Dawit, 
vr. W, Barnurd, Mr. &. Bourno, Mr. 
Hogs H, Moulier, Mr, F. Movonden, Dr. 
Peter Royle, Mr. [sauc, Ashe, Hon. C. 
W. Freemantle, Peof, Charuller Roberta, 
Mr, C. A, Buckmnster, Me. H.B, Dixon, 
Der. G. BE. Dolman, Mr. W..L. Seloter, 
Mr, A. W. Bonuott, Dr. W. R. MeNub, 
Mr, R. M. Barrington, Mr, Uy. J. 
Mennoll, Rev. W. H. Winwood, uM H 
Bauerman, Prof, W. J. Solias, fr. 
A, B, Wynne, Mr, W, Whitaker, Me. W, , 
Tupley, Mr. AS, Teed, My, Matthew 


Bluir, Mr, G. H. Kinahan, Mr, &. G, 
Sy:nea, Mr, G. B. Longetaify, De. P. L. 
Sclater, Dr. Ed. Frankland, Dr, W. Bb, 
Oheudle, Mc. Egbert de Hamol, Mr, W, 
Elurat, Mr. . 8. Turner, Mr. Hy. Borns, 
Dr. Selwyn, Mr. H. Brugge, ’ 

coun, Dr (3. M. Dawson, Mr. A. Dus- 
jardina, Mr. J, D, Orawferd, the ages 
vf Ontario, Mr, Alfred Kinnear, M. T. 
H, Stockwell, Mv. EL. A. Calder, Mr, J, 

Taylor, J, A. W. Olivor, 


Mr. Ft 
H. Thomaa, Mr. ws, h, Eilliott, Mr. B, 
Williamson, Me. W, A. Teall, Dr, Gib 
bert, De, W, H. Purkin, jr., Mr. W, H. 
Perkin, Mr, &, Macadam, Mr. Willian: 


[| Thompacn (Manchester), Bfr, Swira 
Sinith, Mr. D. A. Louis, Afr. G.S? Hele 
wr. 
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Also this list from R.L. Richardson in his book: 


THE TRIP TO THE ROCKIES. 


The writer of this pamphlet, through the courtesy of Superintendent 
Egan, was fortunate enough to secure passage with the party, and for 
convenience of diction the narrative is continued in the first person 
plural, It was about five o'clock A.M. when we steamed out of the 
C.P.R. station and commenced our journey westward over the great 
fertile plains of Manitoba and the Northwest territories. 


Tt may be as well at this stage to give a list of the gentlemen who 
comprised the party. It is as follows: Earl of Rosse, Sir Richard 
Temple, Major-General Laurie, Dr. Ashe, The Bishop of Ontario, 
Prof. J. P. Sheldon, Prof. Fream, Prof B. Dawkins, Dr. Royle, Dr W. 
P. Cheadle, Prof. H. Shaw, E, B. Elliott, Miss Winch, C. Calder, W. M. 
Beauford, A. 5. Reid, G, Johnson, V. Kinahan, J. Symes, Professor J. 
Macoun, M. Rivard, G. Slater, R, C. Pilling, ‘T. Hare, S. Bourne, A. 
Robertson, R.S. Broker, R. M. Barrington, A, Kinnear, H. M. Muller, 
E. Frankland, C. C. Prance, W. H. Pallows, M. Blair, A. W. Scott, H. 
Marsh, S, S. Turner, Prof. Macadam, (, Chatterton, G, P. Hughes, 
Miss Stalker, H. T. Menwell, A. W. Bennett, J. A. W. Oliver, W. A. 
Blackhouse, C. C. Leach, RK. C. Brown, |. Cameron, C. Swanford, 
M. C. Clark, W. J. Sollas, Rev. H. H. Winwood, J. Robbins, Rev. H. 
A. Pickard, E. F. King, LD. A. Louis, W. H. Leach, J. H. Handle, 
Rev. H. Swanzy, F. H. Stockwell, Dr McNab, Edgbert de Hamel, 
J. Bourdas, KR, A. Robinson, H. Bowerman, H, Dubois, W. Hurst, 
A. D. Ottwell, S. E. Dobson, S. W. Blowman, ]. Frewson, C. Lawrie, 
T. H. Thomas, W. H, Merritt, J, F. Taylor, C. H. Kelmand, S. 
McIntyre, A. Desjardines, G, B. Longstafl, W. H. Leach, W. Unwin, 
W. S. Fellow, E. Withers, S. F. Harmer, Mrs. M'Tirie, F. W. Harmer, 


KA Tshieldes Dr. A. C. Maybury, O. Jones, M. Brown, E, Farns- 
worth, T. W. Newman, A. Traile, W. Brownhard, W. Topley, J. D. 
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6 Visit af the British Association. 


Crawford, J, W. Leahy, fi, Williamson, W. Whitaker, Rev, Canon Elle- 
good, E. W. Jollas, R. Hazzard, W. Anderson, Mrs, Anderson, George 
and Jasper Anderson, Grace and William Anderson, F. Fargeau, F. 
Cummings, M. Argue, C. M. Pitman, A. Tate, Rev. H, Jones. Mr, 
Alexander Begg, General Immigration Agent for the Canadian Pacific 
Railway at London, England, was also with the party, his object being 
to traverse the country and familarize himself with its resources and 
most advantageous points, in order to possess himself of that informa- 
tion, which it is so essential for a gentleman occupying so important a 
position, to secure. Mr, Begyg's office is No. 88 Cannon Street, Lon- 
don, where he can be seen or reached by communication. He is 
always ready to give any information in his possession regarding the 
country, as he is always possessed of the latest information in reference 
thereto. It might be mentioned that besides the scientists, Dr. Thor- 
burn and Miss Thorburn, of ‘Toronto, also participated in the trip. 


The train left Winnipeg at five o'clock in the morning and breakfast 
was secured at Carberry, a town one hundred miles west. 


AT BRANDON, 


1884 — Sept. 4 — Brandon Sun, p. 16 — Parrish sells oats to Bell Farm 


“We hear that our enterprising citizen S. Parrish & Son have sold 1000 bushels of oats to the 
C.P.R. Co. and 2 car loads to the Bell farming Co. Mr. Parrish informed a SUN reporter, during a 
conversation on the state of crops, etc., that he took in on Wednesday several loads of New 
Wheat, for which he paid 80 cents per bushel, but he expected that the price this season would 
rule from 70 to75 cents, what had been brought in was in very good condition, and they were 
open to buy several thousand bushel of good wheat, between now and the end of the week, 
also that if the weather continued fine, the crop of oats would be much larger, than was 
expected and he surmised that prices would rule from 20 to 25 cents per bushel.” 


1884 — Sept. 11 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4-— Langevin’s comments on his western and Bell Farm tour 
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Ft 


ood 
| bod landin all his travels. There had 


lntions, He had also seen 


country audita produce. Tho soil was s0 
that he had not found an acre of 


been etories about a great desert, but it 
did not oxist. In pineo of barzen,-sterile 
land, there was ‘2 very good fertile céun- 
try. He had visited the C. P.R. model 
farmein order toascertnin whethorthelund 
thera was as food ns in other parts of the 
Northwest and in Manitoba whure set- 
tlera had established themselyes. He 
had some at this period of the yexr to see 
the crops standing, aud also jm placos 
after they hai beon cut, He had found 
on these CO. R. experimental farms 


most beautiful wheat, “also the 
best oats possible, nlaa Hourish-_ 
ing roots. The farnmea wero as 


ad as the best in the country. At 
Jalgary thore wera some of the best 
furms he had seon’ Someof the best 
wektlers from tho eastorn townships in 
ihe Province of Cjuebee were about to 
setble-ther after having carofully ex-| 


tlh.e| 


1884 — Sept. 15 — Manitoba Daily Free Press., p. 1 — The British Association concludes tour from Winnipeg to Rockies 
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‘fumined the land, had also visited j 
)ithe besantiful Farm, from 
‘twhich 125,000 bushels of wheat and 
'| 365,000 bushels of oats would be 
‘tharvested this year, To illustrate the 
Pl extent of the cultivated Jand there he 
“| said that it was equal toa band four feet 
>| wide running all round the globe, Next 
* |} yvar thero would be 12, or 13,600 
acres under cultivation, ard the screnre 
*lyas to be increased to 25,000. The 
* |} manager wus locntcd in the contre .of the 
farmand had telophone communication 
fl with all sections, vo that ~he' gave 
| his orders to the different farmers 
©] ovory ion) by telephone. There word 
forty-two self-bindcrs and five or six large 
&} engines, and he did not know how many 
reapers, Thia immense farm would be a 
Sl eredit tu any country. He found here 
tlthe most intelligent, determined and 
® | ambitious mon tv bo found in any coun- 
Sltry. He had conversed with men 
Yiboth in the towns and in the 
eountry. He had asked if thers 
any grievancoa and they said there 
were none. Both men in the towns and 
farmers were satiafied with their position. 
Only two farmers had told him they jad 
any grievance, and this was boeruse there 
wore no ladies inthe place. In conclu- 
sion he referred to tho eloctions of 1878, 
which wero revently referred ti ws a 
political blizzard; he thought the alection 
of 1882 must have bean another blizzard; 
and hoped that a similar pne would keep 
the Government iu power for five years 
more after the next election. ; 
Hon. Mr,’ McLelan’ was greeted with 
npplause. Ho sundes lengthy and elo- 
quent oem referring to the progress of 
the C, P. R. and the country in general. 


CeO Rs aeermTt Koco rT Ch 


ee 
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Whe Hridiah Association Mx- 
corsion Metarning. 


‘Service at Regtaun Yosterduy Morn- 
fug—Wary Mell Pare Visiiet—A 
Tribute to Sap. Ekan aad 
the ©. P, HR. 
~BRANbDuN; Supt, 14.—The members af 
the British Assovialion left Lagyan on. 
Saturday ab 4 o’cloule in the morning, ur- 
riving wt Cnolyary at Y, where bwu hours 
were apart in ig and viowing 
thé viemity, . ‘Iho pow-wow did 
nob come off Chief Crowfoot and a 
number of his braves hud ngsémbloul st 
Glvicheu, whera nome timo was spent hy 
the party trafficking for I trinitats. 
Crowfoot and his party were photographad, 
and sketched by soverc? of the mombera, 
including tha Grephie artist, A short 
deliy was madu at Langeyin to view the 
gas woll, which axcited grout interest. 
The party arrived at Medicine Hat for 
aupper and nt Mooso Jaw had breakfnst 
at 7 this morning. The trnin stopped 
opposita the police barradke at Reying 
where Col, Irvine mot the party and 
conducted them to tho barracks. 
The Episcopal service was held 
in. the dining room, Bishop Lawwis 
olliciating nnd dir Rishord Templo reatl- 


THE TOURISTS’ RETURN 


aoe 


tee 


ee. ee ee eT 
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Kast to-morrow ovening. 
AE BROADYERW. 
| Buoapview, Sept. 24.—Ttho Pullman 
apecial, with the members of the British 
Association, accompanied by Supt. Egan, 
arrived here on theiz way enat at, fiva thiy 
evening, © The ladies und gentlemen com- 
posing the-jurty nre in excellent heulth 
und spirits. Tho membors of the party 
intorviewed speak iu the steongest wordla 
of proise of the prent courtesy extended 
to them by tha officials af .ihe O. PR. 12. 
from .Mlontreal * to ies. Their 
j three hours atop at ind visit 
to the Bell Farm was much enjoyed. Tha 
magnitude.of that enterprise surprised 
them, They were alachipliy elated with 
the hoapitalities extended by Major Boll. 
After partaking of a sumptuous diner ut 
the C. P, RR, dining halkihe party pro- 
coeded east at H o'vluck, expecting ta 
revch Winonipes early to-morrow morning. 
— 


8 September 2024 


Tl mn was renched at i 
é mut the party with 

terms und conducted them to his. houso, 
where lunch wag partaken of, ‘The party 
made» tyur of the farm, expressiny 
astonishment ob the extent of the farin 
operations. Atthe station cherrs were 
given for Miijur and Mrs. Bell, Sir 
Richard Temple expressed thanks for the 
courtasies the meiobers had -recoiyed and 


tensive farmiry aperntiona, Lroadview 
wns reached for suppor. The tourists in- 


tend breulcfasting at Portage ja Prairie 
in tho morning, aponding a shork timn 
there ond roaching Winnipeg betyreen 9 
and 10, . 

A mecting of the association was hold 
on the train, aud it was determing] Ly 
prosent General Superintaudent Exyon 
with an address for the attention and 
kindness received from him, (n their 
‘relurn to Englend-a beautiful gold watch, 
properly inscribed, will he forwardod tu 
him. ‘his is a well-merived recognition, 

A formal letter of thanks will bo pre- 
sentad by the party to tho Canadian 
Pacifit Ruilway Company to-morrow. 
Sir Richard Toimple uud others of the 
party will express their opinion of the 


el oa ie oe i 6 0  -2 


morrow, Soveral mennbers leaye fur the 


Hast to-morrow oyening, 


the opportunity given for scoing auch ex. |: 


country at the Hiztorical reception to- | 


————. 
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1884 — Sept. 15 - Winnipeg Daily Sun p. 1 & 8 — British Association report and list of travellers — long report 


(Frank: This is a long report on the British Association tour, starting at Winnipeg, then west to Laggan in the Rockies, and 
then working its way east back to Winnipeg. Lots of good background information and details about stops along the 
way, with a particularly long discussion about the Bell Farm. The list of travellers and their respective roles helps places 
names in their proper perspective. The extract below starts with Sunday worship services in Regina, followed by the 


reception and tour of the Bell Farm) 


Et 


Va a e wow 


choir, composed of Mounted Volice, and 


assisted bya piano, At the close of the 


board the train again and whirling cast- 
ward. 
THE BELL PAKM. 


Word had beeu sent on to La peed age 
that the train woald stop there in order to 


sive the party ano unity of viewing the 
el) Piss. t ar tions pea o'clock when 
the train reached the station. Here about 
fiftern spring Wagons and carriages were in 
waiting to convey va to the village 
and about the farm. At the hotel a capi- 
tal free Jonch was spread 
those who wished to partake of it. 
maui body proceeded to the residence of 
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- [about the place, Alter 4 TU OF AD TOUT |) (pene 
b | and a half ibe veges _ cage : =m ies 
«| Regina, or the police barracks, which are |) » eee Fee, t ¢ popular manager ofthe farm. 
t ee miles pe of the place, was reached, || |e | Here we meresicaieed iu the spacious par- 
e | Here a guard of Mounted Police was wait- || d | lor of the comfortable homestead by Mes, 
e | ing to receive the party and escort the] jo} Bell, the winning hostess of the cstablish- 
t | members to the barracks, Asit hal been || d [| ment. After some social! chit we were in- 
- | announced that service would be held in the F vited to the dining-room, where a spread 
e | chapel for the benefit of the party, all on that would do credit to a palace was ip 
s | hoard readily crossed the prairie to the bar- || }. | waiting. Numerous delicacies of the cheic- 
e tracks. Colovel Irvine, with a carriage, es- ly | est character filled the table, together with 
) | corted Sir Hichard Temple and one or two viands of a more substantial nature. 
other mnensbers to the barracks. Oneof the |) |.) The choicest wines and some ex- 
-| large mees rooms was extemporized for a ; cellest Bass’ ale were also upon the 
| | chapel, and ina few ininutes we were all|| jr} tables It is needless to say that tho latter 
-}gatheret in the apartment worship, || ), | was readily absorbed by the scientists, some 
. ping Hfim whose marvellous works) | |. | of whom have been regretting the loss of 
{we bad so recently ied an their ale for the last few days. After lunch 
», opportunity of admiring. A pleased and kindest regards to the hostess, we 
1} expression overspread the facen of .the || ) | visited the stables counccted with the cs- 
- siet gi as they heard the familiar words if | tablishment, and after viewing the iute:nal 
r} read ; P % «sams 
bi AN people that on carth do well.” And || /* plans, govt yo tak May ee “Major 
; | heard the well-known tune “Old Hundred” }' fs spain om hs deta’ me besi Ses tes Maiu Sir 
Ky re Be on the organ, His Lordship the hs Ri ateaadt Temple and Professors Hoops 2 hod 
f ; Bishop of Ontario, read the prayers, Rev. || 1° | Sheldon, of agriculture, proceeded to drive 
bt Cunon Elteyood read the hymns, and Sir ;| & hu’ tha colencal Barca fn seen caees Ve 
t | Richard Temple read the Ivsson, The last }| |¢ ai * yeas ten its dimensions 
ri} hymu, “Nearer my God to Thee,’ was suny |) & |? ial ae: ee  Cuue: aation 
r | Justily, all following the leas of an excellent || [8 pga Th ada’ of 63,000. peo 
e . , 


of probably as excellent land as cau be 
found in the Territory. Of this, 7,000 acres 


acres under crop. We drove along good 
roada between iichis of wheat which ex- 
tended in many instances farther than the 
eye could reach, We were told that three- 
fourths of the wheat has already been cut, 
The remainder is now ready for tho sickle. 
and will be cut during the present week if 
the weather continues favorable. A num- 
ber of the men bg Seg om the farm,~ of 
whom there are abovt 150, have already 


- | prayer, Rev. H. Janes,a member of the ‘ : 

I sie be adiresed « teow practical re- are uoder cultivation, 0: 000 growing whoat 

+imarks to the company. Service this summer and other 2,000 being sown with 
over Colonel Irvine escorted the company oats. This amount of cultivated land makes 

sbout the barracks, calling attention to all ten miles square, Besides this, 5,000 
the points of interest. The whistle of the more acres have been broken within the 

| | engine warned us that we must make haste past year, When this is backsct next sum- 

: | back and in a few minutes we were back on mer and seeded down there will be 12,000 

I 

ls 


commenced fall ploughing, of which it is 
intended to do a very large amount this 
season, A sinal) quantity of the oats are 
still uncut, being a trifle green, Samples of 
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still uncut, being a tritle green. Sampies of 
ge were procured by all those interested 
n agriculture, We reached the station 
about four o'clock, and before embarking Sir 
Richard Tempio publicly thanked Major Belk 
for his kind hospitality and attention shown 
the party during the visit to the farm, He 
called for three cheers for the major and 
Mra, Lcll, which were given in. a sousiog 
manner. In a few ininutes, alter much 
handshaking, the party was again abeard 
and hurrying eastward at a rapit rate. Sup- 
per was scenred at Broadview, It is now 
yrowing dark, and as I shall doubtless wake 
up in Winnipeg, where my identity will be 
lost, I cannot take leave of my fellow pas- 
senyers without paying « tribute ta their 
geauineness vs thorough-going tine Lritieh 
geutlemen, Kind and pleasant iy the ex- 
treme they all showed themsely to be, 
The more] saw of them the bette: | liked 
them, avd I cannot help wishing wow that 
we had imure of their kind settled in onr 
country, A eress or complaining word not 
one of them wite heard tw utter. They re- 
semble one lorye fani y working in harmony 
under their leader, Su Rivhard Temple, «ho 
is the soul of politencos, as well as the 
esscuce of geniality and good mmttin. He 
munifested on every Occasion that offered 
the warmest sympathy with any who had 
complaints to make aud who were encoun- 
tered along the roa’, On one ccea- 
sion, through Sic Hichard’s instrumentality, a 
colleetion was taken up fer a poor Bnglish- 
mun Who had sustained an injury and whose 
wife aud family were sulluing of want. 
The collection amvunted to $45, which was 
banded tothe poor fellow, It might be 
mentioned that besides the scientists, «Dr, 
Yhorbarn and Miss Thorburn, ef ‘Tu:onto, 
aml Alex. Beyg and wife, of Wiuniys gp, par- 
tivipated in the trip. 


ADDRESSES, 
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ADDRESSES, 

When the train reached Brandon about 12 
o'clock last night a committee was in wait- 
ing at the station to conduct the party, or 
those members of it whe had not retired, to 
the nearest hotel, where an address was 
presented by Mayor Daly. Replica were 
inade by Sir Richard Templ2, Dr. Cheadle, 
Professor Sheldon and Mr. Chatterton, civil 
engineer. AN “ vased their sorprise at 
the excellcnve of the country and their faith 
in the future before it, f 

_At Portage Ja Prairie this morning an nd- 
dress was presented by the members of the 
corpuration. Sir Hichard Temple, Prof, 
Boyd Dawkins, Mr. Royle, Prof. Sheldon 
and Mr. Shaw replied, speaking in the 
highest terms of the cunntry, and medicting 
unparalleled progress within the next decade, 
The Bishop of Ontario also spoke in a 
sinilar strain, Their utterances wero 
warmly applauded, 

; PRESS REPRESENTATIVES, 

The Hritish press representatives among 
the party are: T. if, Thomas, of the Lon- 
don Graphic; T. I. Stockwell representing 
the London /iexs and other pupersa; Mr. 
Calder, of the Srot«man, and Mr, Taylor, of 
the Northern Ecko, 


LETTER OF THANKS, 
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LETTER OF THANKS, 
The following letter to Colonel Crawford, 
of Montreal, “lo had charge of the party 
frou: Moutreal, was prevented to him to- 
ay : 
4 Un board the train, 
Colonel J. D. Craufurd, 
Deak Sin, —Un behalf of the members of 
the Britieb Assugiation for the Advancement 
of Science who attended the excursion te the 
Hocky Mountains, it is my pleasant duty 


to express to you our best thanks 
for your = kindness in umlertuking 
on the art four friend, 


the Montreal Ics! Committee, & journey of 
four tlonsand iniles, inorder to emure our 
weifare atul tu interpret Gur Wishes person- 
ally te the Canadian Pacilic Kailway Com- 
ipany, on where goul offices we have largely 
depended, We shall have the pleasure of 
thanking s¢parctely the railway cotspany, 
Meanwhile we bey EP to convey to then 
awl te our Montreal fricuds the cordial ac- 
knowledyments of the excursion party, 

I am, dear sir, 

Yours very faithfully, 
tiesani TEeMe.e, 


THE EXUMATION, 

In connection with the visit of the British 
scientints to this city, the local Historical 
and Scientific Society arranged an exhibi- 
tion for the purpose of giving the visitors an 
6 gd of witnessing the capabilities of 
this country in the way of agriculture and 
mineralogy, am) also of peering inte the past 
and witnessing many aod other cus- 
tomes not now te be seen. This exhibition 
was opened on Mouday last in the hol! on 
Hargrave street, formerly occupied by Knox. 
Church congregation, pending the erection of 
the new church, aud has since been open for 
the inspection of visiwre, Already man 
Scientiats have visited the exhibition, as is 
to be even by the “autograph albu” in 


charge of Secre Huyban, apd weday the 
list of names will satgaty added ts. No- 
ticeable features of the display will be fouad 
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i 
| THE SCIENTISTS. 


Lf (Conzinaed from Firet Paz. } 


i the Canadian Pacific and Manitoha & North. | 
western railroad exhibits, curiosities from a: 
+} large mocnden Rainy River Lcely opened | 
'by Pref. bryce, Indian and Icelandic curi- | 
osities, speciinens of the winerala and fos- i 
i#ils of the country, incivding a dis- : 
tt pay of iron ore from e mine! 
j of tbe International Smetting Company in: 
Lake Winnipex, ete. Considering the abort , 
, t time in wkich the collection has DB pre- 
} pared, it is in every sense a creditable cne, 
aud cannot fail t¢ interest the scientists. 


THE VISITORS. 

The following is 3 corrected list of the ° 

visitors who returned from the west to-day: | 
Earl of Kosse. 1 

{ sir Richard Temple. ; 

| Major-General Laurie, 

i Dr, Ashe. { 

i The Bishop of Ontario, 

: Prof. J. P. Sheldon. 

{ Prof. Fream. \ 
Prof. B. Dawkins. i 
Dr. Royle. 
Dr. W. P, Cheadle. 
Prof. H. Shaw. 
E. BE. Elliott. 

Miss Winch. 


a 


| 
| 


C. Calder. 

W. M. Beauford. 

A. 8. Ried. 

és. Johnson, 

Vv. Kinahan. 

J. Symes, 

Professor J, Mavoan. 
M. Rivard. ae 
G. Slater. -,°-" 


PartS 106 kb 


Part6 119 kb 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 


eS SS eS 


| 


G. Slater. 


. - 
a. torte? 


kK. C. Pilling. 


T. Hare. 
S. Bourne, 


A. Robertson. 
R. S. Broker. 


R. M. Barrington. 


A, Kinnear. 

H. M. Muller. 
E. Frankland. 
C. C. Pranve. 


W. HH, Pall 
M. Biair. 

A. W, Scot 
H, Marsh. 


ows, 


t. 


S. S. Turner. 


Profexsor Macadam. 


G, Chatterton. 
G, V. Hughes, 
Mies Statker, 
es T. Menwell. 
. W. Bennett. 
J. A. W. Oliver. 


W. A. Blackhouse, 
. Leach 


kK. C. Brow 
J. Cameron. 


. 
n, 


C. Swanford. 
M, C. Clark. 
W. J. Sollas. 


Rev. HH, bia 


J, Robine, 


Rev, H.. A. Pickard. ~ 


W. H. Leach. 
lis i. ITaudile. 


tev. Ht. Sw 


anzy. 


fF, H. Stockwell. 
Dr, MeNab. 


Edgbert de Hamel. 


Bourdas. 
R. A. Robi 
H. Bowerm 
H, Dulswis. 
W. Hinrst. 
A. Lh Ott 


nson, 
an, 


eh, 


SEL Dobson. 
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s, BE. Dobson, 

S. W, Blowin, 
J. Frewsou, 

C. Lawrie. 

T. Ub Thomas. 
W. Hi. Merritt. 
J.P. Taylor. 

C. Li. Kelmand. 
S. Melntyre. 

A, Desjardines. 
G. 3. Longstalf. 
W. H. Leach. 

W. Unwin, 

W. 3. Fellow. 

E, Withers.” 

S. F. Harmer. 
Mrs, M’liric. 

IF. W. Harmer. 
C. A. Hirshfelder. 
Pr, A, C. Maybury. 
O. Jones. 

M. Brown. 

F. Farnsworth, 
T. W. Newrran. 
A. Praile. 

W. Brownhard, 
WwW. Topley. 

J.D. Crawford. 
J. W. Leahy. 

LB. Williamson, 
W. Whitaker. 
Rev, Canon Fllegood. 
k. W. Jollas. 

R? Hazzara. 

VW. Anderson. 
Mrs. Anderson. 
George and Jasper Anderson. 
Grace and Willium-Anderson, 
PF, Fargeau, 

F, one 
M. Argue. 

C. M. Vittiman, 
A. Tate. 

Rey, H. Jones. 


EXPRESSIONS OF OPINION. 
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(a EXPRESSIONS OF OPINION. 


e| Frof. Fieam, of the College of Agricul- 
hb | ture, Downton, was asked his opinion of the 


ts | country upon his return. He confessed that 
he was deeply impressed with all he saw. 
He had examined the soil very carefully 
along the route whenever opportunity af- 
»- | forded, and he was impressed with the gen- 
eral excellence of the entire country. He 
a | believed the land in the neighborhood of the 
}. | mountains to be well adapted to cattle 
and sheep raising. | It is his 
je {intention to publish “a description 
of the countiy upou his return to Britain, 
for the benerit of intending emigrants. | 


MROFES*OR SHELDON, 


_ | Professor of Agriculture in Owens College, 
j was greatly pleased with the country, and 
| believed it Wa» culculated to hold a position | 
| in the future, as an agricultural country, 

1: secoml ty none among the nations of the 

¢ earth. He was much struck with the rich- 
| ness of the soil aud the facilities for natural 
idrainage. He believed there was sulficient 
{ fertile lind iu this conutry te provide food 
| for the whole world. As to the imountain 

fe district, he believed uo better land could be 

Si found on 

&! exists there. 


the continent than what 
He believed if tame bay 
- | were cnltivated it would Le of ten times the 
+ | value, and he did net think much difliculty | 
# ! would be experienced in cultivating it. He ; 
‘ would otrongiy advise the plauting of trees, | 
| especially un the prairie, ns besides atlording 
| protection to the crops they would induce 
f{ more moisture. Keferring to the Farm » 
}- + he said it was perfeetly marvellous, showing 
s | what the soil could do. He belseved this | 
e ; trip would result in great Lenefits to the ! 
ja, , country, as useful information would be cir- { 
culated among the better classes of intend- 
‘ ing emigrants, | 
! PROF. BUYLD DAWKINS : | 
' 


, ¥as greatly pleased with his trip and deeply 

f } impressed with what he had seen. He h 

& ; no doubt but that in a few years the country 
| would be rapidly flled with a good class of 

* settlers. 

A Dk. LUYLE, 

h!a gentleman of large influence from Man- 

& | chester, wasa very careful collector of in- 

formation during the trip. He will use bis 
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a in perscadinz people to come to 

| Canada, ashe belierys it is yust the place 
| tor young men to settle in. e thinks the 
jtrip wil resait in the emigration } 
to this cccntry cfa large number of men 
* egcomige of some mean. England already 
: has too great a surplas population. | 
DE. JAMES EDMTSNI, 


°a@ yelitical economist, of London, and a} 
' gentleman whotakes a warm ixterest in 
: Canada, is of opinion that Canada will be- 
, come one of Encieet be odd, 9 British 
' possessions. nd, he said, had too great 
‘ a surplus population, and the chief object of 
‘the present visit of the =f 
| 


Se 


. ascertain and disseminate as much inforina- 
} tionaboutCanadaascoahd ibly beobtaned. 
Each visitor would doall in his power to 
spread the information secured here among 
: the class of English peuple who would likely 
emigrate. The doctor takes a great interest 
| in the coinage question, and believes that 
. the present systerm of paper coinage is a bad 


| one. 
UR. A, C. NAYECRY, 
| of London, who is a celebrated lecturer, 
speaks very highly of the country, and 
thinks if free trade were adopted it would 
wuch more rapidly thar it can do 
under the present circumstances. 


UCGO M. MULLER, 


of Vienna, Austria, was the the busiest man 
of the whole party. He is an eminent 
botanist and geologist, and is frequently 
quoted by FEnxropean writers. ec 
was zealous in the collection 
of mineral, geological and botanical 
samples. Hermuat have collected several 
hundred samples duriug the trip. He was 
also untiring in collecting promiscuous infor- 
mation about the country. 

Di, MINTYRE, 


- et 
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DR, MINTYRE, 
of Oldham, England, who was named 
the philosopher vf the party, speaks 
in the highest possible manner of the coun- 
try. e believes it to be the proper field 
for young men with some means to come to 
| in order to pursue farming. 
ME. HENRY MARSH, 


an influential manufacturer of Leeds, Enp- 
land, and a rising entgmologist, speaks wit 
enthusiasm about the country. 
presses surprise at the rare fertility of the 
! soil, and its capacity. 


ARRIVAL IN THE CITY. 


When the train, steamed into the depot 
the Scientists were conducted from the 
train to the Canadian Pacific Railway wait- 
ing room, where a circle was formed and 
Sir Richard Temple gave an address of 
thanks on behalf of the British Association 
to Mr. J. M. Egan, superintendent of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway, who accom- 
panied the party on their trip to 
the Ruckies. Sir Richard said that all were 
deeply grateful to him for the kindness and 
attention paid to them, and said that their 
trip had been made by him a remarkably 
—s and enjoyable one, Although they 
ost more than twenty-four hours in 
starting by Mr. Egan’s tact and ability 
they had made it up and hbned made 
a very quick trip, but at tie same time had 
seen every object of interest, 

Mr. Egan rephed very briefly, saying that 
he had dont everything he could to make 
the trip enjoyable, and was very ylad that 
he had succeeded, 

It is understood that it is the intention of 
the association to present Mr. Evan with a 
tangible proof of their regard in the shape 
of a inagnificent gold watch. 

Another member of the association spoke 
in flattering terms of the work the managing 
committee had done, and thought that Sir 
Richard Temple and Profs, Dawkins and 


tt Ot Rt ft an tnt te 


— 
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j Richard Temple and Profs, Dawkins and 
Clark, who composed it, were also well 
worthy of a vote of thanks, : 

| This vote of thanks was tendered the 
committee jn a hearty manner, Prof. Clark 
replyivg to it brielly at Sir Richard's re- 
quest, 

After three enthusiastic cheers for Sir 
Richard Temple, the party dispersed and 
took the -tram cars for “the Historical 
| Sovicty’s exhibition at Knox Church Hall. 
| THE LUNCH. ‘ 

: <Atoneo’clock this afternoon Inuch was 
served to the members at the Cana- 
dian Pacific restaurant, at the — ex- 
pense of the  (iovernment. Diief 
speeches will probably be delivered 


AT GOVERNMENT ILOUSE. 


His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor and 
Mrs. Aikins will hold an ‘tat home” at Gov- 
ernment House this afternoon, between 5 
and G e’clock, to which the members of the 
British Association are particularly invited, 
and requested to leave their cards, This 
psig. fa will give those of ouy citizens who 
are desirous an opportunity of meeting the 
seicntists, 

FORMAL RECEVTION, 


At 3 o’clock the formal reception will be 
held at Knox Hall, Premier, Prof. Bryce 
and Mayor Logan are expected to deliver 
addresses, 

On this oceasion the following address 
willbe read by the mayor: ° 


To the President and Menthere of the British 
Association for the Adcancentent of Sci- 
rice 2 

GrnxTLeMEN,—The progress of science, the 
genius of inventors, and the enterprise of 
the age which has linked in bonds of union 
the old and the new worlds, enables us, citi- 
zens of the most northern city of the west- 
ern hemisphere, to greet you, the represen- 
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tatives and exponents of science in the east, 
upon the confines of western civilization, so 
lately reclaimed from wilderness, Nor is it 
a mutter of congratulation only, that rail 
and steam shouid render such approxima- 
tion possible, but we are proud to remind 
you that our meeting is upon British soil,and 
although separated from ae home by the 
width of an ocean and half a continent, that 
you are weleomed by those, who, equally 
with yourselves, belong to that great nation- 
ality upou whose territories the sun never 
sets, and whose flag fluats o'er every sea! 
In the name of the city of Winnipeg, the 
capital of t2¢ province of Manitoba, we, its 
Mayor aud Corporation, bid you o hearty 
welcome, 

In your visit we recognize that spirit of 
| | enterprise which is instinct in all true 
i s¢ienticte, and which Jeads nut only to the | 
t | progress of civilizution, and the march of 


a a 


inteHect, but to the union of nations; crcat- 
| | ing an universal platform of truth, indepcud- 
ent of race or creed, and superior to uction- 
| | alitivs. 
| We greet your coming especially as repre- 
| sentatives of every departinent of science; 
[1 in the expectation that your practised eyes 
' may see the glorious future that lies before 
our country; and that by your unbiassed 
testimony the truth may spread, and Le the 
means of bringing hither the overflowing 
population of the mother land; where, under 
the British flag and kindred institutions, 
they msy develop ond achieve the weulth 
which is lateut in our soil. 

We have watched with great interest the 
progress of your deliberations at Montreal, 
i and trust that tie important labors iu which || || -—— eee 
;}you were there engaged way bear || || and the promotion of peace, progress ani 


| 


cc 


i 
b 
i 


\\ fruit towards the advancement of || || universal happiness. { 
science. We hope that your brief _ a. Locay, Mayor. | 
visit to this city may be attended with | | For the Corporation of the City of W one 
he as well = pac wrk and that in our Pegs anaes 

f ti thered exhibition y yb a ae 
BATA aE See oe ace eae cove will be served at the Grand Union at fve | 


} | more couprehensive glance at vur resources 
; than your limited tise for investigation pemiiiabie 


could otherwise afford. ; 
the hope Many members leave for home this even- 


In conclusion, we would ex F : 
that as members of the great British family, {| | @&, Me yest tt going by Port Arthur. Sir 


| | we may ever draw nearer together in heart Richard and — — een oe 
| | and aspirations, and that our intercourse || | . FUE FUSLIC BEES 
b| may lead to the advancement of science, |) | it the Opera House this evening. 


—-- re: -- 


o'clock, . 


em eee we 
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[PRom oVK OWN KEPORTER. | 
Menicixe Hat, N.W.T., 
Thuraday, Lith September, 1884. } 


The limited party of about one hundred 
members of the British Association which 
left Toronto on Saturday, the 6th instant, on 
& epecial excursion to the Rocky Mountain» 
atrived in Winnipeg about three o'clock 
Wednesday morning last, and immediately 
passed on tothe West after a very few min. 
ules stoppage. Although only a limite! 
number tovk this special trip, the C. P. i 
have kindly offered during the present month 
to convey members of the British Association 
free to the end of their line, in order that 
they tnay have an oppurtunity of seeing th 
country. The following is the list of thosr 
who comprise this purty of excurstoniate, 
as it left the City of Toronto last Saturday 
The Right Hon. the Earl of Rowse, dir Rich, 
Tempic, Bart. Vice-Admiml Sir Erastu- 
Onimaney, Major-Cieneral Laurie, Me. Mark 
Whitwell, Mr. ©. Leneve Foster, Prot 
Robert Stawell! Hall, Hey. Gavin Lang, Dr 
Wm. Wood, Mr. 8. Hoarne, T. BR. Powhal! 
RK. A. Robinson, Prof. Robert H. Seott, W 
M. Beaufort. Dr. Heury Koons, W. Barnard. 
J. P. Sheldon, Prof. W. Fream, G. I 
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1884 — Sept. 17 - List of Tour Members — Montreal Gazette: Toronto List - / Medicine Hat 


Hughes HH. J. Morton, Rev. H. Jou, GW, 
Bloxham, Thos. Hart, ©} F. Jones, Thos 
Kingston, Henry Marsh, Mr. Rh. M. Barring. 
ton, Henry J. Mennell, Rev Wo OH. Win 
wood, H. HBauerman, lrof. W. J. Sollas, A 
B. Wynne, W. Whittaker, W. Topley, A. S 
Reid, M, Mair, G. 1, KRinahan, BR. G, Symes, 
G. B. Longetatle, Dr. PL. Selater, Dr. Ed 
Frankland, Dro W. B. Cheadle, Egbert ab: 
Hamel, W. Hurst, G. S. Turner, Henrys 
Borns, Dr. Selwyn, HH. Bragye, l’rof. Ma 
coun, Dr. Geo. Mo Dawson, A. Desjardins, 
Rev. A. Joven, Jotn Robbing, Mr. John 
Leach, E. Farnworth, A. Late, Dr. W. Bb 
Dawkins, Kev. H. A. Pickard, Geo. Chatter 
ton, C. C, Leach, Jas. Dillon, R.A Robinson, 
W. H. Leachy, W. Unwin, Mr. W. Barnard, 
8. Bourne, H. H. Meulier, F. Hovenden 
Dr. W. KR. MeNab, A. W. Bennett, Dr. G. be 
Dobson, W. L. Sclater, H. B. Dixon, C. A 
Buckmaster, Prof. Chandler Roberts, Hon 
~C. W. Freemantle, Isanc Ashe, Dr. Pete: 
Royle, J.D. Crawford, Bishop of Ontarie, 
Alfred Kinnear, M. T Stockwell, HL A 
Calder, J. F. Taylor, J. A. W. Oliver, ILS 
Hele Shaw, D. A. Louis, 5S. Smith, Wm 
Thompson, S. Macadam, W. UH. Perkin, Dr 
Perkin, Dr. Gilbert, W. A. Tenill, B. Wil- 
Hameen, and a representative of the Montreal! 
Gaterre. Ui the trip from 


British Association Tour — 1884 — Consolidated list — alphabetical 


Nate 1: Text in blue added from list reprinted from newspaper articles above. 


Note 2: Some names may be duplicated due to inability to determine correct spelling. 


Note 3: Names in yellow signed the Bell Farm Visitors Register 


Note 4: Names marked with a double asterisk - ** - sailed on board the PARISIAN on Aug. 6, 1884 


A Dr. Mr. Isaac Ashe, 


Mrs. Anderson, B 
George Anderson, 
Grace Anderson, 
Jasper Anderson, 
W. Anderson, 
William Anderson, 


M. Argue, 


Prof. Robert Stadwell Ball, 

Mr. W. Barnard, 

Mr. R.M. Barrington, 

Mr. H. Bauerman / Bowerman, 
Mr. W. Morris Beauford /Beaufort 


Alexander Begg, CPR 


Mr. A.W. Bennett, 


Bishop of Ontario , Rev. John Lewis 


W.A. Blackhouse, 

Mr. Matthew Blair, 

S.W. Blowman, 

** Mr. G.W. Bloxham, 

** Dr. Henry Bonns / Boons 


Henry Borns 
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Mr. Hy. Boras, 

J. Bourdas, 

Mr. Stephen Bourne, 
R.S. Broker, 

M. Brown, 

C. Brown, 

W. Brownshard, 

Mr. H. Brugge / Bragge 
Mr. C.A. Buckmaster, 
C 

C. Calder, 

Mr. H.A. Calder, 

J. Cameron, 

** Mr. Geo. C. Chatterton, 
Dr. W. (B.) P. Cheadle, 
M.C. Clark, 

Mr. J.D. Crawford, 

F. Cummings, 

D 

Prof. Dr. W. Boyd Dawkins, 
Gerard Finch Dawson 
Dr. G.M. Dawson, 

Mr. A. Desjardines, 
Mr. Jas. Dillon, 

Mr. H.B. Dixon, 

Dr. G.E. Dobson, 

S.E. Donson, 

H. Dubois, 

E 

Rev. Canon Ellegood, 
Mr. E.B. Elliott, 

F 

F. Fargeau, 


W.S. Fellow, 


** Mr. C. Le Nuve Foster, 
Dr. Ed. Frankland, 

Mr. E. Fransworth / Farnworth 
© Prof. W. eam, 

** Hon. C. W. Freemantle, 
J. Frewson, 

G 

** Dr, Gilbert. (& Mrs.) 

H 

** Mr. Egbert de Hamel, 
J.H. Handle, 

Mr. Thomas Hare / Hart, 
F.W. Harmer, 

S.F. Harmer, 

R. Hazzard, 

C.A. Hirshfelder, 

Mr. F. Hovenden, 

Mr. G.P. Hughes, 


** Mr. W. Hurst, 


No Entries 

J 

G. Johnson, 

E.W. Jollas, 

** Rey. Harry Jones. 

Mr. O.F. Jones, 

** Rev. A.C, Joyce, (& Mrs.) 
K 

C.H. Kelmand, 

V. Kinaham, 

Mr. G.H. Kinalian / Kinahan 
E.F. King, 

Mr. Thomas Kingalon / Kingston 


Mr. Alfred Kinnear, 
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L 

Rev. Gavin Lang, 

A. Late 

Major General Laurie, 


C. Lawrie, 


Mr. W.H. Leach / Leachy, 
** JW. Leahby (Leaby) 


Rev. John Lewis, Bishop of Ontario 


Mr. D.A. Louis, 


| 


Professor J. Macoun, 


Mr. Henry J. Mannell / Mennell 


Dr. A.C. Maybury, 
S. McIntyre, 

** Dr, W.R. McNab, 
H.T. Menwell, 

W.H. Merritt, 

Mrs. M’llrie, 


Mr. H.J. Morton, 


"Mr, Hugo M. Maller (Maule / 


H.H. Meulier 

N 

T.W. Newman, 

O 

Mr. J.A.W. Oliver, 


** Vice-Admiral Sir Erastus 
Oramanney (Ommanney), 


A.D. Ottwell, 
P 


W.H. Pallows, 
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Mr. T.R. Palwhall, 
** Mr. W.H. Parkin / Perkin, 


** Dr. W.H. Parkin jr. / Perkin, 


** 4" Earl of Rosse (Lawrence 


Alfred Pegler 

Rev. H.A. Pickard, 
R.C. Pilling, 

C.M. Pitman, 

T.R. Powhall, 
C.C. Prance, 

Q 

No Entries 

R 

Mr. A.S. Reid, 

M. Rivard, 

Mr. John Robbins, 
** Prof. W. Chandler Roberts, 


A. Robertson, 


GcuDrab leeSclater 


ttt ttt ttt 


** Mr. W.L. Sclater, 
Prof. A.W. Scott, 

Prof. Robert H. Scott 
Dr. Selwyn, 

Prof. H. Shaw, 

** Mr. H.S. Hale Shaw 
"Prof. LP. Shekdon, 
G. Slater, 

Mr. Swire Smith, 

** Prof. W.J. Sollas, 
Miss Stalker, 

** Mr, M.T.(F.)H. Stockwell, 
C. Swanford, 

Rey. H. Swanzy, 

J. Symes, 

Mr. R.G. Symes, 

T 

Mr. A. Tate, 

Mr. J.F. Taylor, 

Sir Richard Temple, 
** Mr. Thomas Henry Thomas, 


** Mr. William Thompson 
(Manchester) 
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© Mr W. Topley, 


Mr. W. A. Traile / Traill, 

** Mr. G.S.S. Turner, 

U 

Mr. W. Unwin, 

Vv 

Ww 

Mir. W. Whitaker / Whittaker, 
Mr. Mark Whitwall, 

Mr. B. Williamson, 

Miss Winch, 

** Rev. W. (H.) H. Winwood, 
E. Withers, 

Dr. William Wood, 

Mr. A.B. Wynne, 

x 

No Entries 

Y 

No Entries 

Z 


No Entries 
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1884 — Thomas Henry Thomas, British Association member, report on visit to the Bell Farm, p. 8 


Broadview is in Assininiboia, and we were well upon the second 
steppe of the great plains, a region which is only a little less rich, as a 
wheat-growing country, than Manitoba, At Indian Head, the next 
principal station, is the great Experimental Farm, called the Bell Farm, 
which we had an opportunity of driving over—a wonderful sight it was ; 
the long procession of brickboards and other vehicles led by Major Bell, 
and winding about among the vast sea of wheat which seemed boundless. 
7,000 acres of wheat, of which more than half was still standing, sur- 
rounded us, besides vast crops of oats and flax. The average yield was 
considered to be 22} bushels per acre, For reaping this harvest 27 horse- 
reapers were at work then, and other machines were drawn up ina sort of 
military fashion at the house, The quality of the grain is what is there called 
Red Fife, No. 1 hard. “No. 1 Hard,” is a phrase of the Manitoba 
grain standard, which reads-—“ No. 1 Hard spring wheat shall be Red 
Fife wheat, containing not more than ro per cent. admixture of softer 
varieties, must be sound, well cleaned, and weigh not less than 60 lbs, to 
the measured Imperial Bushel.” The grain is so dry that it is threshed on 
the ground and at once stored in the granary, 

The farm is worked in five divisions, and Major Bell telephones in 
structions to the foreman each evening from his residence. All matters 
connected with this vast experiment were gone into very thoroughly by 
our fellow-travellers, Professors Sheldon and Fream, of Downton Agri- 
cultural College, each of whom gives his imprimatur to the encouraging 
statements made by the farm authorities. 

1 have given briefly the results upon this prairie land, when it is 
“tickled with a plough and laughs into harvest.” 


1884 — Aug. 12 — Alfred Pegler, from England, visits the Bell Farm and reports in considerable depth on its progress, also 
Major Bell’s trophies on display (arrow p. 38), and reference to plowing by James Ewart (p. 39(: 
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The British Association Meeting, 1884. 37 
settler life at intervals. Moosomin has about 60 houses and a score of 
tents, some usual. R ing the winter, I obtained some valuable 
information from the Rev. James er of the 


the snow, and has never been frost bitten ; has even slept under the lee of a 
willow without a tent, with the thermometer pong 25 frost. At 
Moosomin the train was boarded by Corporal , of the mounted police, who 
overhauled Leveillie, and saw that his spirit t was en rigle, Harper is a fine 

he looked feces tors than 


ng # bright scarlet coat, jack boots, &c., carrying in a 
belt, each one exposed to sight, 20 rifle and 12 pistol ball cartridges, his revolver 
in the same belt, ready for immediate use. It was with some pleasure the 
corporal found two ladies in the car from his native county of Yorkshire. Indian 
Head is, like so many of the places I have alluded to, the creation of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway. Two years ago it did not exist. There are now many houses, 
two hotels running, and a large one, built by the Bell Farm Company, not opened, 
and which will pete be diverted from its original purpose, be converted 
into a college. © experience of a so at the hotel was enjoyable, because it 
— up a new phase of hotel life; still, one night's me spam was sufficient. 
house is unfinished, and the arrangements most crude. I was shown intoa 
room, and proceeded to lock the door, and should have done so 

had there been a lock. This might have saved me from disturbance, for shortly 
after I had retired two h sons of toil took possession of the other bed. The 
name of the place (Indian Head), an encampment of Indians just outside, and a 
general feeling of mistrust, induced me to peep beneath both beds, and it was 
little disappointment that no Indian's head met my view. The 
* of my room were unique ; the bedstead of rough planks, rudely nailed 
and with such sharp edges, and the bed—a bag of straw so rough that 
have served to work out a penance on. The onl ition between 
. aaoee gee Png nar Pans esata i Pmge i Pe porary 
was paper, with a hole large ¢ in it for me to have got t H 
were also a jug, without water, and one towel—and the root, caging 
half the size we use at home—between the three of us. I made a firm 
that unless my room mates walked in their sleep, I would have the first 
that towel, and so I did; but it involved my msing before six, though I 
retired till after one o'clock. Adjacent to my room a mother and child 
, the “tootsey, wootsey's" of the little dari benigg: a sonorous 
ds which emanated from the brown paper-partitioned room. ladies (Miss 
‘ ves and Miss H, E. Pearson, members of the British Association) 
ived at the hotel at the same time fared better, so far as that they hada 
their door, They were not quite content, however, with the appearance 
room, which was the quarters of one of the mounted police ; still, they 


: 


found the accoutrements useful, as supplying the lack of ord furniture—a 
pair of jack boots ing admirably in lieu of a dressing table. i must not be 

t that T om compuiciag of the hotel; on the contrary, I admire the 
enterprise that runs an hotel under such circumstances, and deem myself 
fortunate in the experience it afforded me. 


BELL FARM, 


which technically is known as the Qu’appelle Valiey Farming Company, Limited, 
is situated in the valley from which it derives its name, and is in the territory of 
Assiniboia, Pg miles west of Midas ps oe cr the line of the C.P.R. In the 
spring of 1883, actual operations comme vee 2,500 acres ; this year this has 
been increased to 7,200 acres under crop, of which a elon wheat, in one con- 
tinuous area, broken only by roads, one unbroken comprising 1,§00 acres. 
As a rule cach field is two miles long by one mile wide. There are 1,300 acres 
under oats, and of flax goo acres, which is believed to be the largest cultivation 
of flax ever known in one lot. A herd of 60 cows, about 200 head of horses, and 
a few swine are kept for home purposes. The capital of the Company is 
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: 


iH 


pee 
g ree 
8 


au 


if 


ae 


159 kb 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


38 A Visit to Canada in connection with 
120,000, in shares of £20, of which cent. is paid up. There are about 50 
eittindses of mone i prone ‘ther half of Unie States and half of 
make; of steam machinery there Ng Miggee ete outfits of 
umber of e tabodee ie n the pci ptr 
n seeders, implements 
he farm fs tomes eight miles, say 


n't ied of 30 bushels of wheat, rb pas pero eit 


on ised the annual report, wh with vest, or other- 
ne By tach a cutacle There are 100 men emp 
for a | number on t here are farm buildings of 


The one wheat n is that known as Lage F producing the quality known as 
No. 1 hard, an kee ne market. Major 
Bell, the founder of the farm = met a aaeantae Fictik and aeoce wan thee, 
where the kindly greeting of his amiable lady at once made me feel at home. We 
were fortunate enough to meet at the hospitable farm the Hon. E. Dewdney, 
governor of Assiniboua, and his lady, and it will be a source of — time pre- 
capt be my acceptance of his kind nvitation to visit him at Regina, the capital of 


Catching goph gophers is an industry of the Indians on the farm. Deemed a vermin, 

— cent — in Majer Bell's on — tails. Many hundreds of the caudal appendene iY lay 
office, and whilst I write, fifteen more are 

ee bo bates of the rodent afford a meal to their destroyer. A table in the 

drawing-room is covered with prizes and mementoes of Major Bell's — a a 


crack The Maj cpt phorbol pe age ep mil melee eg oer at 
at Wimbledon in 1871, and obtained other prizes from the uring the 
time when the difficulty arose in the East, and it was probable ‘that war might 


ensue eiange Great a tain and Russia, it was expected that Canada would be 
called upon to sup pply an 7 orn. The Volunteers to a large extent tendered 
to Lord Dufferin their waves the British forces, and Major Bell was one 
of the first to display his patriotism. A telephonic system has been established 
on the farm, by which direct communication is made with all of the —— 
and this alone saves a large amount in horses and labour. Bell 

make sanguine estimates, but forms his bona ire on such a low basis as pe 
vent disappointment. There is no scarcity of labour; in fact, the Bell Farm isa 
favourite field of labour. Farm labourers at this season receive 30 dollars per 
month, with board and lodging. The whole land «: divided into snuailer farms of 
213 acres each ; these are sub-divided into thirds, ea 7t acres each, this oe 
deemed the capacity of one plough and three horses. After harvest, one-third 
this small farm is leftfallow, moog ge between seeding and harvest, thus 


claims that the system he pursues, the economies in working ie farm, and ee 
advant to be obtained by the use of the most perfect class of machinery, he 
- produce the highest quality of cure = 4 sap it the edhe for 35 cents; 


y ts, 6d. “seed or 123. hased partly from 
the Dersinion Govern, te CER. -R., AL pag onion ag ass the Hudson's 


Bey Gunipuns. a ch aeatane ge cont of about wo dollars acre ; the portion of 
that bought Sa the latter was at a much highe rey sole of the former, Se which 
greatly increased the average, The ert ert the Bell Farm oe the 
appearance of an agricultural show. Rows of steam engines, binders, eels: 
kind of implement meet the eye at every turn ; every Sen “seg Bk is Saabs 
pope soled che and bears an intimation to tha the side 
Major, aad behind his handsome pair of bays (Sultan and Jack), I had the 
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The British Association Mesting, 1884. 39 


. These men also other men, for whom they receive five dollars per 
week—no small source of income to them. Close to each cottage is stabling, and 
points are erected 15 tanks, each to hold 1,000 bushels, besides 
to contain 5,000 is each. By depositing the grain as soon as 
rashed in these receptacles much time and labour are saved. Great economy 
has been observed in working the land ; sveag oh Poco ips mt Gg Bae set, 
or ploughed a second time, but Major Bell has only worked the land once. 
There are 25 of trees planted around the farm, and one avenue four miles in 
length. The crops are excellent throughout, but there is one piece of wheat, of 
1,500 acres, of such superior quality that I only wish my farmer friends could see 
it. There are 20 acres self grown, The wheat brickled out last year, and pre- 
sents a fair crop. The fields are singularly free from weeds, but the young rose 
trees there are a few inches high, giving promise of beauty and fragrance next year. 
We drove along a wonderful furrow, two miles long, as straight as an arrow, the 
handiwork of a Scotchman, named James Ewart. 


A melancholy was ina field—a rowof eight graves, the resting place 
of children who had gone from the prairie to their eternal home. The marvellous 
change which has been wrought within a few years is proved by the Major's ex- 
perience. Only two years since he came up from Brandon, the then terminus of 
the railway, with 120 of oxen, 30 mules, and rr horses, carts, &c., occupy- 
ing six weeks on trail. Within a week he was enabled to return by train, the 
track having been completed in the meantime. 


ABORIGINAL INDIANS, 
An Indian has just ht in more gophers’ tails. His dress is picturesque, if 


rds ty. 

front of his Bair tufted in a gopher skin, we, by signs, elicited from him that it was 
a talisman to the happy hunting grounds beyond. This man a to think 
he had not obtained full payment for his gopher tails ; so I gave him a five cent 
piece. This oo to be in excess of what he thought his due; and he went 
off and secured an additional tail, and brought it in as small change. By signs 
he informed me that he had two rem and tha’ chey had worked the mocassins 
he was wearing. I passed a store w the, Guvernment keep a supply of Red 
River carts, ploughs, and tents, which they distribute amongst any of the Indians 
who may desire to engage in agriculture, 


THE BFFECT OF CLIMATE ON FARMING, 


As an instance of an unusual crop, I was informed that Mr. Angus McKay, 
of Indian Head, harvested 400 bushels of wheat from 10 acres in 1883. My 
informant, Mr. D. A. McArthur, saw the corn thrashed and weigh The 
climate is such that the farmers have no fear as to the weather. The doubt 
which ever exists in and as to whether the harvest will be fine is unknown in 
this country, though there isa slight feeling as to the bility of frost. The 
same informant told me of 18 years continuous farm mg without manure, the 
c not becoming less. This was the experience of Mr. T. Cavanagh, who 

18 miles from Indian Head, Mr. McArthur also said that if fikty 
labouring men were to go to Indian Head next _* would find employ- 
ment; but, as he said, must be the right sort working, frugal men, 
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Source: A Visit to Canada in connection with the British Association Meeting, 1884. 
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1884 — August 15 — Guide to the Qu’Appelle Valley, Assiniboia, by R, Sykes, includes on p. 29 tour by Bedford Pim of 
British Association to Bell Farm. 


On August 14th, 1884, Capt, Bedford Pim and narty, members of the 
British Association, drove from Qu'appelle Station to the head quarters 
of the Edgeley Estate (see on map Edgeley Farm Post Office), thence in 
a west. rly direction for five miles, where they and other visitors, num- 
bering a in all, partook of luncheon at the farm of Messra, James and 
Robert Smith. After luncheon the party drove northward and, strikin 
the Moose Jaw trail, passed on to the ranche of Mesars, Fiennes an 
Fetherstonhaugh, where afternoon tea was provided, after which they 
reached the village of Fort Qu’appelle, On August 15th, after spending 
the morning at Fort Qu'appelle, the party drove along the northern 
shore of the Lake to the Roman Catholic Mission, thence to Kat 
and over the prairie to Indian Head, where, after inspecting the Bell 
Farm, and enjoying the eg ed of Major and Mrs. Lell, they took the 
train the same evening for Winnipeg. 


1884 - Aug. 21 — Regina Leader p. 1— Squatter Arbitrators Taylor and Woods visit Bell Farm and Regina area 


“Visit of the Bell Farm Arbitrators to Regina: In the end of last week we had a visit from 
Messrs. John T. Wood M.P. for Brockville and George Taylor of Gananoque, M.P. for South 
Leeds who, being at the Bell Farm were anxious to see Regina and the country around it. 


1884 — Aug 21 — Regina Leader — p. 4— Settlement between Bell Farm and Squatters 
“THE BELL FARM V. THE SQUATTERS 


Mr. T.C. Johnstone of Regina the solicitor of the Squatters on the Bell Farm who is now at 
Ottawa has succeeded in making a satisfactory arrangement on behalf of his clients. An 
agreement has been signed at the Capital embodying the terms of the settlement, the 
squatters are to vacate the lands they now hold and are to receive from the Company in cash 
the value of their interest in the same including their improvements such value to be 
determined by arbitration, the squatters are to be provided with homesteads and pre-emptions 
elsewhere and are to be entitled to a patent after one years residence instead of the usual 
period of 3 years. The squatters also obtain other advantages but these appear to be the main 
features of the agreement.” 


1884 — Aug. 22 — Prince Albert Times, p. 6 —- NW Council and squatters issue: 


“Mr. Ross proposed a series of resolutions relative to the rights of squatters on Regina, Moose 
Jaw and Bell Farm reserves, to which Mr. White moved in amendment the following: - 


1.” That in the opinion of this Council a memorial should be sent through the Executive Council to 
the Dominion Government urging upon the Hon. The Minister of the Interior the advisability of 
at once recognizing the full claims of all bona fide settlers in the Regina and Moose Jaw 
reserves.” 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
1884 — Aug. 27 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 1 — Professor Goldwin Smith to Bell Farm 


“Professor Goldwin Smith dined at Government House last night, and left for the Bell Farm this morning.” 


1884 — Sept. 4 — The Equity, Bryson, County of Pontiac, Quebec — John Bryson visits the famous Bell Farm 


| DOS DIVSTSss OF Wie peopie. 
— 
Home Acatyx.—Mr. John , M.P. 
who leit here for the North-West on the 


agricul rposes, ere 
say that the impression formed from his 
observations may be given in a very few 
words, namely, that it is THe country, 
above all others, to carry on farming to 
serene In some localities, he says, 
plains of thousands of acres in 

extent are to be seen covered with wheat 
of a very superior 


Sony 
grain 


pleasure of meeting many settlers from 


this county, who seem to be getting along 
+ and quite satisfied with thelr new 
ome. 


Sool 4S VMPSESP OCP SSCS SEPP RPSTESSEP SSSR TAS ogs ri 
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1884 — Sept. 4 -— Brandon Mail, p. 8 — Mrs. Groom’s group of Deaf Mutes work at Bell Farm 


“Mir. John Parker, agent for Mrs. Groom, visited Wolseley last week. There had an additional ten 
deaf-mutes arrived from Winnipeg, where she had left them to get work. Five of them have 
obtained employment at the Bell Farm, and the other five have been taken to Indian Head where 
they are all in employment with farmers and in full hope of getting farms of their own speedily.” 


1884 — Sept. 5 — Letter from Dewdney to Macdonald — brickmaking at Indian Head 


“The Brickmaker has some 60,000 bricks & is burning fresh kilns.” 
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1884 — early September — Thomas H. Thomas, special artist with the “Graphic”, accompanies the British 


Association and makes this sketch of the Bell Farm. A portion of the round barn is visible on the far right in this 


view. 
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1884 — Sept. 10 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Bell Farm crop report 


“THE CROPS. INDIAN HEAD. Indian Head, N.W.T. Sept. 9. — The weather to-day is all that could 
be wished for harvesting. Thirty-five binders are at work on the Bell farm. The grain is all fully 
ripe, and, excepting a few oats, beyond danger from frost. The quality and quantity of the 
wheat exceeds expectations. Major Bell is cutting at the rate of eight hundred acres per day. 
The weather is warm and partly cloudy, with a light south wind.” 


1884 — Sept. 10 — NWMP horse theft at the Bell Farm — Burton Deane account, in “ Mounted Police Life in Canada”, 
(1916), p. 17. 


“On September 15, 1884, | received a telegram from Major Bell, that in the course of the 
previous night fifteen horses had been stolen from the Bell Farm and driven rapidly 
southwards towards the line. Sergeant Blight and a couple of men from Regina succeeded in 
recovering seven of the horses in Montana, and as the tracks of only nine animals could be 
found on the south side of the Missouri River it was conjectured that the others had been 
driven to exhaustion, and some of them possibly drowned in attempting to cross. | asked 
Major Bell afterwards how it was that the thieves managed to get the horses out of locked 
stables, and he replied, “Oh, we gave up that practice; it became too tiresome!” 


(see Oct. 16 for details on the arrest) 


1884 — Sept — Bell Farm Horse Theft, (as reported in Coleman Bulletin, Dec. 7, 1917, p. 2; and in the Empress Express, 
Dec. 13, p. 12.; and Strathmore Standard, Nov. 18, 1917, p. 6.) 


“The Assiniboine Indians -... Some years ago when horse stealing was common on the plains, 
Major Bell, who operated the Bonanza farm at Indian Head, had some valuable animals stolen 
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out of his barn. No one had seen them go and there was no trace of them left in the country. 
The commissioner of the Mounted Police asked Colonel Macdonald of Crooked Lakes, who at 
that time was Indian Agent for Treaty 7, if he could supply an Indian tracker. The colonel went 
down to the Assiniboine reserve and brought up two old hunters. They picked up the trail at the 
door of Major Bell’s stable and loped away on it to the American boundary. They never lost it 
despite that fact that a herd of cattle crossed it in the Yellow Grass Marsh, and eventually came 
up with the horse thieves on the banks of the Yellowstone. The horses were recovered and 
turned over to Major Bell. — Regina Post. “ 


1884 — Sept. 10-12 - Sir John Lister-Kaye diary excerpts —( transcripts by Hugh Henry) 


NOTE from Hugh Henry: Balgonie is on Sec. 3 T18 R17; Lister-Kaye’s property included the two sections in T18, 
noted, as well as 11 sections (not in a block) immediately south of Balgonie, within six miles of town. The initial 
purchases were from the CPR (Winnipeg office) in Sept., 1884, then added to in subsequent years. Financing of 
the purchases is unclear, but property was disposed of in 1889 because of financial difficulties related to Canadian 
Agricultural, Coal & Colonization Co. (commonly called the 76 Ranches). 


Wednesday, September 10 
Start by 8:30 a.m. [Winnipeg] train for Indian Head, with Mr. Nelson and Mr. Struthers, a C.P.R. land 
surveyor. We arrive at Indian Head at 12:00 midnight. Sleep comfortably at hotel. 


Thursday, September 11 

Start in buckboard at 6:15 a.m., drive about to see the crops, 5,000 in wheat, 2,000 in oats, 500 in flax. 
Breakfast with Major & Mrs. Bell after whom the Farm is called the Bell Farm at 7:30. At 8:15 drive 
again with Major Bell around the Farm, see the Brantford self-binder, price to Mr. Bell $160. See his 
cottages going up of stones picked off the land, mason’s work $55 per cottage. Start at 10:40 a.m. on 
freight train to Qu’Appelle where we dine, and at 1:30 drive off to see the Sykes farm five miles north 
where Mr. Cameron the manager shows us the steam plough at work with harrows attached. Drive 
down to the railroad through a beautiful bluff country; lakes woods and intermediate cultivation. 
Arrive at Balgonie at 9:45, capital supper. Nelson, Struthers and | sleep on the floor in the spare room. 


Friday, September 12 
Breakfast at 7:00. Start out with Mr. Dixon a pioneer settler, to see the land. Sections 1 and 5inT18,R 


17; Sections 21,23,25,27,33,35 inT 17,R 17. We go carefully over the land and find it a fine loam, with 
good clay traces subsoil. We take train at 4.0c to Regina. Mr. Lewis the station master is most 
pleasant. We arrive at Regina at 5.0c, dine there, walk round, about 1,500 inhabitants. Take train [to 
Brandon, then Winnipeg] at 10:40 p.m. Glad of “sleeper.” 


1884 — Sept. 10 - NWMP Annual Report details horse theft at the Bell Farm 
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i a 
w rom recov on one stolen w 

a pee sige to of the Tartle Moan 

¥ 


= Be tie coy animals Se pene, A ay wegen anaes t 
to were sentenced to various terms in the iten by 
Bichastiaon, After conviction constable Hoo followed and 
near Fort Ellice a fifth member of the gang, who stole other two horses. One 
of these was taken from the thiefand restored to its owner by “ Little Child,” « 
chief on the Crooked Lakes reserve, and the other died while on its way north in 
the thief's possession, This pri received @ sentence of three years in the 
tentiary. Oe the Sid af Anmusk owe ve camviehe were wanes to Ston 
ntain by two other horse thi one & a by constables Parkins 


after going about forty miles, and constable was com to give up the 
chase and’ retare to Troy. Siajor Bell, who hed “the most anenabl © alc A of 
NE Se ees Or pnce Se lost the trail, as on 

to me return from tho south-east without trace of the thieves, and enquired 
whether I had sent oatany constables, Seeing that Regina is — to the west 
of Indian Head, and tho fugitives wore travelling south from the 

starting from Regina must necessaril havetravell 

and it would have been a good day's ride merely to pick ap the trail (suppoe- 
aaa that they could have strack it ee a south-castorly direction at chance) 

their horses must then have halted 


that I had telegraphed to the officers com 


I knew that constable Hooper would not relinguinh the reuit as long as there was any 
chance of success, On the 16th I beard that 


start. 

This ae started the next morpving, and followed the trail to the Missouri 
River, picking u ¥ 
and been abandoned. At ‘the Missouri Blight that, having changed 
dnto clothes, he went toFort Baford, thirty-two miles to the westward, on the 
way ng two more of the stolen horses, which were tied to a fenceat a ‘a 
eae At Fort Buford he engaged tho services of the United States 

bal, and retraced his steps to the crossing of the Missoari, whence, with the 


Sergt, Blight’s thas describes their farther journey :— 
“ Continuing the bad —s ere we wore for thirty-six hours without food 
or water, we arrived on the bank of the Y bash 
found four of the stolen horses tied up to trees, but nobody with them. I removed 
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'y Marshal and one constable, 
and dave dietovanen a gang of 

ing for this assistance the thioves broke camp and started for Glendive, wore met by 

ed 


at Brandon, to the effect that thieves with forty head of horses were in the Rid 
Mountains, Sapt. Shurtiif! proceeded northwards from Brandon, a somes w 


fifteen miles up the Rolling River. “That of the Riding Mountains” says 
Shartliff, is densely crowded with timber, ecm being the only Bios where 
the horses could go, there being only two trails 

Rolliog River and the other from the Hudson gf dhong py "s post at 
Mountain.” Having, on the recommendation of Mr. Armitt, io charge 

5 Boe two reliable men to act as scoats, Sapt. Shu 
Nowdalo for his dotachment and conducted thom to the Hudson Ba as 
where he was met by the scoats and informed that there were no or tracks 
horses in the vicinity. In order to verify this report, Sapt. Shortliff visited a settler, 
who lives at the mouth of Rolling River, and who was supposed to have originated 


nently seized for Custom duties. 
tendent Shurtliffe report conclades: “Ihave foand that these thieves 
have ts to inform them when there are any parties to arrest them, and therefore 
found it necessary to travel night and day to arrest them, if possible, before they could 
get information of our being in pursait of them.” 
This party, as constituted above, then proceeded to watch the soothern frontier 
of Manitoba in the interosts of the sottlors, as opposed to the horse thieving fraternity, 
See Se ae ee ON ee or on other accounts, conspicaoas by 


In connection with bores stealing, no less than in other crimes, the Vagrant Act 
has bean found, in the West, to be very efficacious. characters who have 
beon in tho habit of loitering about, a of gaini = 
notwithstanding that, io some cases they have been well supplied with money, 
who, it is well b, are morely acquiring local information and awaitiog opportani- 
ties to raid settlers’ horses, or commit some other breach of the law, have been 
twenty-four hours to quit the place; and, as arulo, thoy have promptly availed 

The clause fn th Larcen Ee unedaane into 

rt) o the y 
Canada has also a very beneficial and it is to be regretted that a w is 
pir: eee acs 
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1884 — Sept. 11 — Manitoba Daily Sun, p. 4 — Extract of Hector Langevin’s tour of the Bell Farm 


bette — Taal 


ood that he ha 


did not oxist, 


tlers bad established themselray, 


lations, He had also seen 
country aud ita rods Tho soil was 40 
not found an aere of 
landin all his travels. There had 
[| been stories about a great desert, but it 
In pineo of barzen, sterile 
land, there was'2 very good fertile céun- 
try. He had visited the C. P.R. model 
farmein ordertoascertnin whethorthelund 
thera was as food as in other parts of the 
Northwest and in Manitoba wlure set- 


had some at this period of the year to see 
the crops standing, aud also jim placos 
after they hai beon cut, He had found 


flourish. | 
wero as 

ad os the best in the country. At 
Jalzary thore wera some of thy best 
furms he had seen’ Someof the best 
j settlers from tho eastorn townships in 
j the: Province of Cuebee were about to 
(settle thor after having carofully ex- | 


on these C. P. R. experimontal farms 
most beautiful wheat, * also 

best oats possible, nlsa 

ing roots. The farme 
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‘ithe  besntiful Furm, fr 
‘twhich 125,000 bushels of wheat and 
*| 85,000 bushels of oats would be 
‘tharvested this year, To illustrate the 
Pl extent of the cultivated land there he 
“I said that it was equal toa band four feet 
*| wide running all round the globe, Next 
*|yoar thero would be 12,000 or 15,600 
acres under cultivation, ard the serenge 
hiwas to be increased to 25,000. The 
* } mannagor wus located in the contre -of the 
farmand had telophone coinmunication 
fl with all’ sections, “oO that ~he' gave 
[| his order to thé different farmers 
©} cvory avening by telephone. There wore 
forty-two self-bindcrs and five or six large 
©} engines, and he did not know how many 
reapers. Thia immense farm would be a 
credit to any country. Ho found here 
the most intelligent, determined and 
ambitious men tv be found in any coun- 
try. He had conversed with men 
both in the towns and in the 
eountry. He had asked if there 
any grieyancoa and they said there 
were none, Both men in the towns and 
farmors were satiafied with their position. 
Only two farmers had told him they had 
any grievance, and this was boctuse there 
wore no ladies inthe place. In conclu- 
sion he referred to tho eloctions of 1873, 
which wero revently referred ta as a 
political blizzard; he thought the ulection 
of 1882 must have bean another blizzard; 
und hoped that a similar pne woull keep 
the Government iu power for five years 
more after the next election. , 
Hon. Mr.’ McLelan’ was greeted with 
upplause. Ho srde es lengthy and elo- 


“pone 


w 


Cao R sO aoeMt Foc recet & 


quent raga referring to the progress of 
_R in gen 


the C, . and the coun 
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1884 —Sept. 14 - Report from R. L. Richardson on the British Association Tour of the Bell Farm 


‘fumined the land, had also visited } 


fi or ete et ets ee te te Wm OE 


Ao EP mh ra ee ers oe a 


th > fy pe 
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REPORT OF THE VISIT 


BRITISH ASSOCIATION 


GHNAPIAN NORTH WES?, 


Winntyes, Blanttopa: 
Mciwrvax Beos., Boox anv Jow Pamrexs, 


ad : - 
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Visit of the Britith Assocation. s 


—— ———— + 


Eilegood read the hymns, and Sir Richard Temple read the lesson. 
The last hymn, 
“ Nearer my God to Thee,” 

was sung lustily, all following the lead of an excellent choir, composed 
of Mounted Police, and assisted by a piano. At the close of the prayer, 
Rev. H. Jones, a member of the party, addressed a few practical remarks 
to the company, Service over, Colonel Irvine escorted the company 
about the barracks, calling attention to. all the points of interest. ‘The 
whistle of the engine warned us that wo must make haste oack, and in 
a few minutes we were on board the train again and whirling castward. 


THE BELL FARM. 


Word had been sent on to Indian Head that the train would stop 
there in order to give the party an opportunity of viewing the Bell Farm. 
It was about ome o'clock when the train reached the station, Here 
about fifteen spring wagons and carriages were in waiting to convey us 
to the village and about the farm. At the hotel a capital free bunch 
was spread for those who wished to partake of it, The main body pro- 
ceeded to the residence of Major Bell, the popular manager of the 
farm, Here we were received in the spacious parlor of the comfortable 
homestead by Mra Bell, the winning hostess of the establishment, 
After some social chat, we were invited to the dining room, where a 
spread that would do credit to a palace was in waiting. Numerous deli- 
cacies of the choicest character filled the table, together with viands of 
a more substantial mature. ‘The choicest wines and some excellent 
Bass’ ale were also upon the table. It is needless to say that the latter 
was readily absorbed by the scientists, some of whom have been regret- 
ting the loss of their ale for the last few days. After lunch and kindest 
regards to the hostess, we visited the stables connected with the estab- 
ment, and after viewing the internal arrangements, we all re-entered the 
wagons again, and following the carriage of Major Bell, which contained 
besides the Major, Sir Richard Temple and Professors Fream and Shel- 
don, of agriculture, proceeded to drive about the colossal farm, The 
following figures are given in relation to the farm : It consists of 64,000 
acres of probably as excellent land as can be found in the Territory. 
Of this, 7,000 acres are under cultivation, 5,000 growing wheat this 
ummer and other 2,coo being sown with oats. This amount of culti- 
vated land makes an area ten miles syuare. Besides this, 5,000 more 
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46 Visit of the British Association, 


acres have been broken within the past year. When this is backset next 
summer an seeded down there will be 12,000 acres under crop We 
drove along gocd roads between fields of wheat which extended in 
many instances farther than the cye could reach Samples of grain 
were procured by all those interested in agriculture. We reached the 
station about four o'clock, and before embarking Sir Richard Temple 
publicly thanked Major Bell for his kind hospitality and attention shown 
the party during the visit to the farm. He called for three cheers for 
the Major and Mra. Bell, which were given in a rousing manner. Ina 
few minutes, after much handshaking, the party was again aboard and 
hurrying castward at a rapid rate. 


For the better information of those in England who like to ascertain 
all the facts they can in connection with such an enterprise as the Bell 
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Visit of the British Avodahon. 
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8 Visit of the British Association. 


choicest portions of the fertile Northwest, and in a few years we shall 
doubtless find that popular judgment very fully justified, by a large 
number of luxuriant and profitable farms which are being established 
within its boundaries,” 


AT PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE. 


1884 — Sept. 14 — Report from Prof. William Boyd Dawkins — published April 20, 1885 


“.,.. between the Rocky Mountains and the region of Winnipeg. That region is remarkably 
well fitted for growing wheat, and the samples of wheat are magnificent. The scale on which 
wheat growing is beginning to be carried on may be gathered from the case of the Bell Farm, 
near Regina. Here | saw 8,000 acres of land under wheat, and Major Bell was preparing this 
year (1884) for 11,000 acres. The only thing necessary to convert the prairie into a wheat- 
producing arable district is to plough up the surface of the soil and put in the wheat. For how 
long the land will stand this without becoming exhausted is an open question; but quite long 
enough, in my opinion, to ruin the wheat growers in Britain. In this over-stocked country of 
ours, where the rents are high and the taxes heavy, it is absolutely impossible for the British 
farmer, farming on a small scale and after the fashion of his ancestors, to compete 


a“ 


successfully with the great wheat-growing country of the North-west. ..... 
1884 — Sept. 15 Winnipeg Daily Sun p. 5 — report on Horse Thieves 


“HORSE THIEVES — RUN SIXTEEN HORSES OFF THE BELL FARM. The thieves From Across the 
Line — Mounted Police in Pursuit. (Special to the Winnipeg Daily Sun.) Indian Head, Sept. 15 — 
Sixteen horsed were stolen from the Bell farm stables last night between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
The thieves have gone direct south. Major Bell, with a posee are after them. Indians trailing. 


The mounted police have also gone south after them.” 
1884 -Sept. 16 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— conclusion to British Association visit to the West 


“OUR VISITORS” — British Association — long report with a few casual references to the Bell Farm — two relevant extracts 
are provided below: 
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1884 — Sept. 17 - Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Search for Horse Thieves .... 


paration for exceptional aeasons. In the 
gtvob luin betweou hore and the Rocky 
Mountains there was a reat doal of ex- 
cellent land, for growing wheat, onts and 
bavley, alao vogetalles und roots, par- 
ticularly turnips. Ho had-seen yester- 


a m extraordinary exhibition of agri- 
cult 


ural enicrpriss at the Boll. Farm. 
Up to this timo sie had sot seen anything 
on 80 largea acule. The enterprise seon- 
ed to be cond: ‘sound commervial 
principles, had nude same 
remarks vf & very startiirig natura ‘ag to 
the future of Haglish farmers, Allowing 
eight per cent; upon -tha capital, -he ax: 
pected to be abla to deliver wheat in 
Liverpool for twenty sbillings per <uar- 
ter, orhalf the presont price. 1f he could 
dn ao the same could be done by thons- 


ands of other farmers; and he trembled 


for the result upon English farmers. What 
woa wanted in thiy country was population 
in Bogland' they lind a gront deal too 
much. of it, Many cenaie ‘wero suffering 
from being pverorowded. Many classes 
would not bs: suitable’ for this ‘country. 


Bivst of ail agriculturista were. wanted, |] 


ag agriculture was and must he in the 
future the glory of this Dominion. Of 
*the-best clave of farmers and agricultural 
lnborers not: many could be spared by the 
old-country; yet he felt’ suro that there 
Were inany farmers strogsling to make 
ends meet who would reliave their minds 
of n great deul of ertishing, terrible 
auxig¢ty if they would give up.theirfarins 
in England, break up old associations and 
come out hero, He beliaved “uot only 
that this part of the Dominion,of Canada 
would be a great whent-produciug eonn- 
try, but'ales that cattle-raising might be 
successfully carried on. Ranching was 
not necessarily confined to the Foot- Hills 
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Jof the people im 


Dr, Jas, Udmunds was introduced by 


| Sir Richurd Temple, ay a sanitary’ officer 


of considerable rank ur the western por- 
tion of London, n zealous aud ardent 
acientiat in several departnrents, and an 
indefatigable traveler and climber uf 
mountains. Ho had pencstrated farthor 
than any other one of the party into the 
icy fastucsses of the [Itocky Mountsinu. 
Dr. Edmunde stated that lic wis & prac- 
tising physician in St, James, London, 
and that he was charged besides willy the 
duties of superintendent of health. He 
had long aya come te the conclusion that 
the guoation of emigration was oue Eng- 
land would Nave to facd inore strenuously 


every day. They bad nearly thirty-five 


‘| cntiiona of people nuw congregated into 
|| thoxa i 


amall , islands. He  tuuched 
upon the quostion of the competiti 
this country in growing grain, 
had told them ha waa now sending 


{ten car-londs per day by tha. PT Tf 


be sold at anything hike 
‘a ostimate of LL por quarter, 


this “meant ao: territorial reyulutien in: 


England., Those hitherto, living on the 
luud as on-preoducera would be unubie to 
derive that, revenue which would unable 
then ta live in idleness, The reception 
accorded ithe Associutian wus one that had 
teuched their hearts deeply ; ie spoke of 
@ifferent facts which: had iuapressed him 
in Montres} in wie observations of the 


pesple. He had’ noticed that tho stock 


Previier Norquay and Supt. Egan, whou: 
he compared fuvorably with the Kirst 
Napaicon, Heo maintained that the Eng- 


ved the farther they | 
‘came west. In illustration he referred to 


Part 1- Sheldon 192 kb 


Part 2-—Edmonds 184 kb 


and visit of Prof. Gilbert 


“INDIAN HEAD: The Horse Thieves. Indian Head. N.W.T., Sept 16, - Major Bell and his men 
returned this afternoon from an unsuccessful hunt after the horse thieves. They went to the 
boundary where they lost the trail. It is supposed the thieves are in hiding among the bluffs, 25 
miles south. A reward of five hundred dollars is offered for their capture and return. The 
Mounted Police are still in pursuit. 


Scientific Visitor. Prof. Gilbert, a celebrated English soil analyst, is visiting the Bell Farm.” 


1884 — Sept. 23 — Peter O’Leary’s visit to the Bell Farm — and his Dec. 31 brief comment in his report to the Minister of 


Agriculture: 
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“On the Bell Farm, there were four hundred acres of flax, but how it turned out | do not know. As yet the fibre 
has not been made any use of.” 


and later... . 


“On the Bell Farm | saw forty-two reapers and binders at work on seven thousand acres of 
wheat, some of which had been slightly touched by the frost, but as the grain was almost ripe 
the injury was not very severe.” 


(Source: 1885 sessional paper #8, report #21, p. 129 ) 


1884 — Sept. 25 — Regina Leader — p. 4— Letter describes crops on the Bell Farm 


a ee 
ihe Beil Farm, 

To the Editor of the Laaper, 

Sr, —In the last week of August I paid 
a visit to the well-known and well-written- 
about Bell Farm, oear Tidian Head. 
They had there in one block or field 1,800 
acres of wheat~all of the Red Fyfe 
variety—which would be ready for cutting 
in two or three days from that time, It 
was certainly the most magnificent field 
(if one cxn call it 20) of wheat I had ever 
seon. The grain stocd about 4 feet 9 
inches high, was thick in the ground, and 
each head was full of pickles. I should. 
say a very moderate estimate of this crop. 
would be 30 bushels to the acre, and thia 
was on land Lroken only last fal? Besides: 
this field there were vast seas of wheat in. 
course of ripening. They have this year: 
about 5,000 acres of wheat altogether, alli 
of the Red Fyfe variety and « splendid: 
crop. I was also much pleased to see a 
crop of 5600 acres of flax, which was am 
experiment this ye:rand has been » great 
success, ‘Sell wan offered the seed 
to experiment with, and, on his own un- 
dertaking to yive it careful attention, he 
was given a guaran‘e, of 760, « bushel for 
the crop. , The experiment has been a 


eal 


about 8,000 acres und sr crop—the balance, 
besides that mentioned, consisting prinel- 
pally of oats, barley and peas. Roots 
have not been grown as yet to any extent, 
although such quantities of potatoes, tur- 
uips, carrots, mangulds, ete., as are re- 
quired for consumption by those working 
on the. farm and for horses, ete., are 
growing in as flourishing a state as roote 
do all over this country. The cats were . 
heavy crop and well headed out, and are 
estimated to yield 45 to CO bushels to the 
acre on the average, Of course they vary, 
and in some places the yield will be much 
above that. The Company have four 
threshing machines, which were being 
wade ready for the approaching harvest, 
These throshors are fed by straw, so that 
4 great saving in cual or wood ia effected. | 
the straw from the grain threshed being. 
used all the time, 

Besides the crops on the farm, thece are 
about 3,000 wr 4,000 acres of additional 
land already Lroken, ready to ba cropped 
next spring, aud, when | was *bere, active 


0 one wore still procerding It is 


about 12,000 or 15,000 veves under erop, 
including the land now im crop and that 


|} already broken thie year and yet 
|| broken. About 1,000 tone of hay were 
| | tacked at the time I was there, and the 


very happy one, and I doubt not he will 
be ready to receive offers of « similar 
}} nature. There are at tlis immense farm 
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hands were vory bury securing more, how 
much I do not know, 


from the C. P. R. running into it, The 
capacity ia to be 50,000 bushels, and the 
cost 25,000, It is almost unnecessary to 
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1884 — Sept. 26 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— Presbyterians complain about Sabbath observance by British 
Association while in the North-West , especially on the Bell Farm during their Sept. 14" visit. 
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The resolution being put, was unani- 
niously carried, 

The resolution on ‘Sabbath Obuery- 
ance” was introduced by the Rey. Mr, 
MeEenzia, of Carberry, seconded by 
Rev. Mr. Duvidson, Mr, MecKenxie 
said that the institution of the Holy Sab- 
buth is of permanent duration, and casen- 
tial to the material, intelectual, moral 
and spiritual woll-boing of tha whole fam- 
ily of man. It 2 the God-given cight of 
tho sons of toil—essential to the religious 
training of families, and liesat the found- 
ation uf all trus national prosperity. 
Abolish the Sabbath, aud you strike o 
blow at what ovunstitutes the. rights and 
privileges of free citizenship. It is to be 
deeply deplored that the Sabbath law is 
violated by railway companies and private 
citizens in our widet—that visiters fram 
the oldor Provinces and other countries 
are so forgetful of their Christinn pro- 
fessions when they come to this land as 
to conduct themwaslyes as if there were 
no Sabbath here, ‘Phe speaker com- 
plained that some of the members of the 
British Association—among them Sir R. 
Yemplo—had eet an example of Sabbath 
desecration to the people of Regina and 
other poi the C. P, L., especially 
ut the on Sabbath I4th inst. 

The . Moderntor, in putting the 
motion, remarked thot it was o 
mattor of sincaro regret to him 
and many other fricuds aud admirpra of 
the Llon. Alexander Mackenzie in this 
country, to read that the honorable 
gentleman and party had continued their 
journey ta the itecky Mountains an tea 
Sabbath, Mr. Mackenzio, for lia per- 
sons) litegrity and Christian character, 
stands yury, ¥ igh j i j 
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1884 — Sept. 29 — New York Daily Graphic, p. 663 — British Association tour; mention of Bell Farm 


1884 — September — Visitors Register 


“....Among other places visited during the excursion was the celebrated Bell farm, which is 
one of the largest in the world, having an area of about 64,000 acres, of which 7,000 acres are 
under crop this year, and next year Major Bell expects to have about 12,000 acres under 
cultivation. The estimated yield for the present year is 128,000 bushels of wheat and 85,000 


bushels of oats, besides miscellaneous cereals and roots...... 


Number | Date Name Residence Comments 
86 Sept. 3, L. Lebret, O.M.I. R.C. Mission, Saskatchewan — early Catholic missionary. He arrived at the 
1884 ea) dct mission in 1884, and is responsible for having the name of the 
mission church changed to Sacre Coeur de Jesus. While he wanted 
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to have the postal address given the same name, it was given his 
name instead 


87 Sept. 3, J. Hugonard Industrial School, | Saskatchewan — Roman Catholic priest at the Indian Residential 
1884 Qu’Appelle School at Lebret from 1880-1917 
88 2? ?.. Jarvis Cornwall, 
Ontario 

89 Salter M. Jarvis Qu’Appelle Saskatchewan — one of the original investors in the Bell Farm 
Col. Salter M. Jarvis (Queen’s Own Rifles) was the Public Notary 
for the NWT and the son of George Stephen Jarvis, whose first 
wife was Julia Sherwood, was Major Bell's aunt. ENTRY 90 is his 
wife Jennie Ellen (nee Brooke) 

90 Mrs. Salter M. Qu’ Appelle Saskatchewan - Major Bell’s aunt. 

Jarvis 

91 ia Reena Winnipeg Manitoba — similar to # 73 

92 John Lister-Kaye England Established a large ranching operation in SW Saskatchewan and SE 
Alberta The Nov. 20, 1885: Qu’Appelle Progress mentions Sir John 
Lister Key of Key farm — 600 to 700 acres. | think it was around 
Balgonie. 

93 Thomas Nelson England 

94 Edmund Amos Winnipeg Manitoba Edmund Amos Struthers (1855-1935) was a Manitoba 

Struthers farmer, investor in the Selkirk Eastern and Western Railway 

Company, a railway land inspector, the Manager of Barnardo's 
Home - a colonization programme for British youth, and a 
member of the Board of Health for the District of Keewatin. 

95 G.F. Dawson Ston...., England Possibly George M. Dawson, the federal government surveyor ? 


verify signature 


97 


Sept. 14, 
1884 


Richard Temple 


Worcestershire, 
England 


Sir Richard Temple - 


if 


100 Malcolm Edinburgh Scotland 
Macadam 
101 John Prince Sheen, Professor Sheldon - Ref: Staffordshire Past-Track 
Sheldon Ashbourne, 
England http://www.search.staffspasttrack.org.uk 
102 Rct Robinson London England 
103 X W. Fream Downton Mills Professor W. Fream — part of group that visited the Bell Farm on 
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Sept. 14, 1884. — see Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society of 
England report — 4 Dec 2010 e-mail from Michelle Cabana, from 
Downton, Salisbury, England — p.217 -308: - p. 227-Bell pays % 
penny for gopher tails; p. 255 — Bell Farm tillage practices; p.275 
—% of Bell Farm machinery from USA; p 276-288 detail of Bell 
Farm report; p.292 Bell Farm weather; 


M.D. 


104 ff eeee eee Phe | aedsvorae London P. 
105 John Leach Bottin, England 
Lancashire 
106 C.C. Leach Bellington..... 
England 
107 J. Ellegood Montreal Quebec: Canon James Ellegood Canon of Christ Church Cathedral 
and rector of St. James the Apostle Church 
108 Hugo ... Muller Vienna, Austria 
109 we? 2 ?...DULY London England 
110 John Mcintyre .. ham, England 
111 Isaac Ashe Dublin, Ireland 
112 ???... Horenden West Dubwich, England 
London 
113 Wee ee inane Bolton, Emgland 
114 W.N. Hockwell 14 Paternoster England 
..., London (for 
British Press) 
115 William Favill Saffron Waldon, William Favill Tuke was the chairman of the Barclays Bank. 
Tuke England 
116 Archie McNee , Winnipeg, 
“Free Press” Manitoba 
117 R.L. Richardson Winnipeg, A reporter accompanying the British Association contingent 
“Sun” Manitoba 
118 Wm. Topley H.M. Geological 
Survey, England 
119 W. Whitaker Geological Member of the British Association tour 
Survey of 
England 
120 James Edmonds, | ...... Street, England 
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121 Miss. L. M. 
Edmonds 
122 Dr. G. Thorvura Toronto Ontario 
123 Miss G. Thorvura Toronto Ontario 
124 Peter Royle, M.D} uw... 
alk 
125 William Boyd Woodhurst, Member of the British Association tour; Professor at Owen’s 
Dawkins Fallowfield, College 
Manchester 
126 Henry...Marsh... 
127 George Gilbert The University, Scotland; Professor of Humanity 
Ramsay Glasgow 
128 Gertrude S. The University, Scotland 
Ramsay Glasgow 
129 Sept. 16, | Joseph Henry & Rothamsted, England: Sir Joseph Henry Gilbert (1 August 1817 - 23 December 
1884 Gilbert (Magdalen | St. Albans 1901) Chemical Section of the British Association .Collaborated on 
College, Oxford) creating the Rothamsted Experimental Station (St. Albans) one of 
the oldest agricultural research institutions in the world. Knighted 
in 1893. 
130 Maria Gilbert England 
131 Rosse Bira Castle, Lawrence Parsons, Earl of Rosse 
Parsonston, 
Ireland 
132 Sept. 19, | Henry Fisher Regina Saskatchewan 
1884 
133 Geo. B. Booth Regina Saskatchewan 
134 Sept. 22, | The Hon. Mrs. St. John’s... 
1884 Joyce Winchester, 
England 
135 i The Rev. A.G. Winchester England 
Joyce 
136 Arch. McDonald H.B. Ft. Saskatchewan — Chief Factor of Fort Qu’Appelle (1882-1911) and 
Qu’Appelle the last Chief Factor in the Hudson’s Bay Company system 
137 Sept. 23, | G.B. Longstaff London, An entomologist, George Blundell Longstaff was a member of 
1884 Morthoe, the British Association tour to the Bell Farm 


England 
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138 ~ Dr. Barnardo London, England | Thomas Barnardo - Founder of the Barnardo Homes for Boys 
139 > A. Bowen Peterboro, 
Ontario 
140 . James H. 120 Queens James Horace Matheson: James looks to have been a listless 
Matheson Gate, London, bachelor, trying his hand at merchant banking, accounting 
England and military service. He did not marry and died just 6 years 
after visiting the Bell Farm. (ref: Bill Pinfold) 
141 Peter O’Leary Park Street, 
Southway, 
London, England 
142 Sept. 27, | William Lewis Winnipeg Manitoba — president of the Bell Farm in 1885. — Ref; Ed Morgan 
1884 Boyle History, p. 54 
143 - Ralph T. Rokeby Winnipeg Manitoba: Ralph Thomas Rokeby 


1884 — Supreme Court of the NWT — Law Suits 


SAB Microfiche | District Conflicting Parties Year(s) Comments 
File Box Court / 
Reference | Supreme 
Court of 
NWT 
345 BOS DC 46/84 J.H. Benson 1883-1884 Not sure if this Ellwood 
Vs. is related to Bell’s wife 
H.J. Ellwood Katherine Elwood; 
James H. Benson a 
Regina Town Councillor 
453 E 06 DC 177/84 A.J. Osment 1884 May be Osment working 
Vs. on his own, rather than 
E. Shaw for Bell — same for other 
Osment entries below 
454 E 06 DC 178/84 | AJ. Osment 1884 
Vs. 
E. Shaw 
460 FO6 DC 185/85 A.J. Osment 1884 
Vs. 
W. Larr 
461 G 06 DC 186/84 | AJ. Osment 1883-1884 
Vs. 
W. Larr 
551 FO7 DC 293/84 H.J. Ellwood 1884 Not sure if this Ellwood 
Vs. is related to Bell’s wife 
The Sask. Land & Katherine Elwood 
Homestead Co. 
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552 G07 DC 294/84 E.M. Ellwood 1884 Not sure if this Ellwood 
Vs. is related to Bell’s wife 
The Sask. Land & Katherine Elwood 
Homestead Co. 
574 J07 DC 320/84 S.M. Jarvis 1881-1884 | Salter Jarvis one of the 
Vs. QVFC directors 
D. Watson 
1884 — October — Visitors Register 
Number Date Name Residence Comments 
144 Oct. 2, Norman... ???........ | Dundee, 
1884 Scotland 
445° ~~ IF * I chia ennalcan bit Winnipeg Manitoba 
146 Oct. 3, Colonel ???..........| England 
1884 
147 J. Evans “Herald” Carnarvon, North 
Office Wales 
148 Oct. 4, R.H. Jones Liverpool, 
1884 England 
149 Alfred W. Everest | Christ Church, 
Oxford, England 
150 P??... R. ...nstle Ottawa Ontario 
151 A.J. Baker Qu’Appelle Saskatchewan 
152 Alan Smith, Hamilton, 
Dominion Ontario 
Immigration 
Agent 
153 Francis ..... Osler Qu’Appelle Saskatchewan 
154 Wm. Stephen Montreal Quebec 
155 W.D. Taylor Winnipeg Manitoba 
156 M. Crawford Brockville Ontario — possibly a relation to Robert Crawford, one of the 
original Bell Farm investors 
157 Rev. Alexander Regina Saskatchewan Reverend Urquhart was a Presbyterian minister 
Urquhart active in missionary work in the Territories 
158 James Walter Qu’Appelle Saskatchewan 
Gregory 
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Daniel Boisevain Amsterdam Netherlands 


1884 — Oct 1 — Fort Benton River Press — Horses Theft update 


“Winnipeg, September 17.- The horse thieves who stole sixteen animals from the Bell Farm 
have so far escaped. Major Bell returned last night, and started out this morning with Pie-a-Pot 


and others. It is supposed the thieves are hiding 25 miles south of the boundary. A reward of 
$500 is offered for their capture.” 


(FRANK - The Oct. 1* report also reaffirms Major Bell’s close ties to the First Nation peoples, 


as Piapot is helping track down the horse thieves, likely in no small part due to his tracking 
skills.) 


1884 — Oct. 2 -— Brandon Mail p. 6 —- Some of the stolen horses recovered 


“PROVINCIAL — Three of the horses stolen from the Bell Farm have been recovered. None of the thieves have 
been captured.” 


1884 — Oct. 2 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 4 — Stewart’s new Bell Farm Grain Elevator Roof Damaged by Strong Winds 


“An Indian Head despatch of yesterday says: There has been a heavy south-east wind all day, 
blowing over out-houses, and partly unroofing the new elevator. It has been raining since 4 
p.m., doing much damage to stacked grain, and retarding threshing and fall plowing.” 


1884 — Oct. 3 — Fort McLeod Gazette, p. 1— Horses stolen from Bell Farm 


1884 — 


1884 — 


“REGINA — From the Leader — July 31th - Sixteen horses have been stolen from the Bell 
Farm — a wire fence had to be cut before they could be taken away — owing to the recent wet 
weather the tracks of the thieves are visible. Major Bell and a posse of men with Indians are 
in pursuit assisted by citizens. If they catch the thieves they are determined to make an 


example of them.” 


Oct. 4 — Saskatchewan Herald, Battleford , p. Bell Farm crop report 


“HARVEST HOME - The Bell Farming Company have begun threshing wheat, and claim a yield 
of thirty-five bushels on the acre so far.” 


Oct. 4 - Bristol Mercury and Daily Post, p. 6 — Letter from George Morgan to J.W. Down about Bell Farm — 
accident day after he started work in May. 
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BRST re hb eB YFTmRSOCSEP ASE 


TTT OWE, 


aL W. ain 


Down, Exa. 

Sir—I now.take the opportunity to writs 
tea’ nes, as I promised to let you ‘know how I got Ans 
should have ‘eraittan before, but I met with an Accident 
I worked one dayand then raglan | foot. It was on th 
26th May. Iwas cutting up wood for myself ang hen 
‘not been able to work zor bat T shall goon, 
Eee eas Gan I hired bo go on tee ban 
“8 one wi 

apa dollars a month, a five-roomed 6 and one 


on th 
when 


a was ill, 
shall go to work again on the farm. 


“Ex 
my: sick. We ied at Quebeo 
Fy ergy. and got to Winnipeg on tho lath, ‘Thyst,** 


‘commenced week, =. I bear there are closg ts 


we lh apa ile: x ES pa te 2 
my family were sea sick. We 
7h tf Mey: and got to Winnipeg on the 14th, 


Winnipeg to where we are in 4, 
for we aball be very wait 
gee you, Please write and {fet us know all you can absat 
Ola En lan wo shall ever come back t, 
‘England. . much better for a poor min, 
The “ Free Grant Lands” are not far from us, 1 ny 
“now conclude, and believe me. 
: , ” Yours truly, 
GEORGE Morgay," 


1884 — Oct. 5 — Dublin Nation, p. 11-12 — Report from by Peter O’Leary on Sept. 23, 1884 visit to the Bell Farm and detail 


148 


on use of portable grain bins from field to elevator 


wood is scarce. There is now a chain of 
little towns along the railway from Winnipeg 
to the Rockies, and two years ago there was 
not a house between Portage Leprarie, sixty miles 
from Winnipeg, and the mountains, The Iron Horse 
is truly a great civiliser ; it opens up comparatively 
unknown regions, and it develops for the use of 
mankind the numerous resources with which God 
blessed the earth. At Indian Head, about four 
hundred and fifty miles West of Winnipeg, I paid 
a visit to the famous Bell Farm, ten miles square, 
I was shown over a large portion of it by Mayor 
Bell himself, and he told me that in 1886 he would 
put wheat on the Britieh market for twenty-two 
shillings a quarter, Mr, Parnell, Michael Davitt, 
Henry George, and many other public men have 
during the last few years delivered some telliog 
strokes on the Irish, English, and Scotch land 
systems, but the Mayor Bells and the cattle 
ranchers of those marvelloualy fertile plains are 
the men who will crash it, Two-and-a-half yeare 
ago the Bell farm was a virgin prairie; this 
year there were seven thousand acres of wheat, 
yielding, merely on the broken sod, twenty 
bushels to the acre, and next year there will be 
thirteen thousand acres. This year’s yield is esti- 
mated at one hundred and forty thousand bushels of 
wheat, seventy-five thousand bushels of oats, four 
hundred acres of flax, besides an immense quantity 
of barley and a large acreage of potatoes, What 


166 kb 


will the fox-hunting landlords say to those figures? 
But there are some still more surprising to come, 
On the day on which I visited the farm there were 
forty self-binding reapers at work, each machine 
drawn by three horses, There were also at work 
seven steam threshers and winnowers, each capa- 
ble of delivering one thousand bushels per day into 
portable granaries, which, when full, are drawn 
under the grain elevator at Indian Head Station, 
aod there, by the elevator, loaded into railway car- 
riages for shipment to England, The farm is divided 
Into five sections, on each of which there is a reai- 
dent foreman, When the day's work is over, Mayor 
Bell sits in his parlour, and by means of the tele- 
phone converses with his foremen in their houses, 
and then the foremen, for the sake of cohesion and 
unity of action, with each other; no loss of time 
in running to the yard to get orders, no men wait- 
ing in the morning for the foreman—everything ar- 
ranged in the evening by men sitting in easy arm- 
chairs miles away from each other, The soil is a 
deep brittle black lonm, slightly intermixed with 
sand, which in hot weather prevents a dry crust, 
and in wet enables the water to rapidly percolate 
through the earth, At « place called Troy, on the 
Canadian Pacific Line, there is another immense 
wheat farm, named the Sykes farm, but I have not 
yet been over it. On my way East from the 
Rockies, however, I shall visit it just to collect a 


Part 1 


(196 kb) 


Part 2 (189 KB) 
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many tons of it burned on the day I visited the Bell 
farm. From Indian Head it is about four hun- 
dred miles to Calgarry, at the foot of the Rocky 
Mountains, a village of about one thousand inhab- 
itants, Two years ago the only houses at Calgarry 
were the Catholic mission, the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany’s store, and a post of the North- West mounted 
police, At Calgarry there are now two hotels, and 
shops of almost every kind, The place is beaa- 
tifally situated at the junotion of the Elbow and 
Bow rivers, which take their rise in the gorges of 
the snow-clad Rockies, and discharge into the 
South Saskatchewan, Here I must stop this week, 
Next week I hope, with your permission, to resume 
and conclude this sketch. 
Perer O'Leary, 


Part 3 (158 KB) 
1884 — Oct. 6 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 4—- Bell Farm horse thieves caught in USA 


“ THE GOSSIP OF THE CITY - The Bell Farm people have found all their horses and the thieves. 
Major Bell telegraphed Mr. Eberts to this effect yesterday. The thieves are now on the way to 


[? 


Miles City for tria 
1884 — Oct . 9— Qu’Appelle Vidette a - Bell Farm Grain Elevator completed 
1884 — Oct. 9 - Qu’Appelle Vidette p.__ 


ud 


Indian Head: “Mrs. Major Bell was guest of Gov Dewdney during the Regina Agricultural Exhibition.’ 


Gov. House, Regina - 1883 and with fence and addition on right, 1887 (140 kb) 


“Bell farm elevator, now finished, was tested on Monday and did excellent work.” 
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“The horses which were stolen from the Bell Farm some time ago have all been 
recovered, five were found near Fort Barford (sic — should be “Buford”), and the 
remainder in Yellowstone country, Dakota. The thieves were also caught and are now 


awaiting trial at Miles City.” 
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1884 — Oct. 15 — Brandon Weekly Mail, p. 2 — The Bell Farm: Harvest and Horse Thieves 


(|) » THM BELL FABM,” 


dp EF dis 8 
|| Harvesting Operations Ovor— 


‘vived in this cit 


| ‘All the Iierse Thieves Cap- 
eT tured. a fe: 
| Major. Bell, of the Boll farm, sr- 
lust night from 
Indian Head, He was seon by a 
Times reporter this morning an-l 
stated that all the pe en. the. farn 
had been cut, and thrashing was 
now being a vigerously, 
40,000 bushels have already been 
thrashed and the grain ix turnip 
out simpiy immense The yield, 
Major Bell says, is une of the larg- 
est over veen, Lie regards the prow 
ects for the future ‘as being very 
right. Some of the late grain was 
slightly frozen, and some injured a 
little in the stack by wet weather. 
but the extra yield will more than 
counterbalance thie,. Seven thrasb~ 
ers aro now at work on the farm 
and from aix to cigbt thousand busk- 
els a day gio being turned out, From 
twelve to thirteen thousand acres 
wiil be put under crop noxt year, 
____— THE MORSE TINEVEs, 


eee 
THE MORSE TIIEVEs, 

The Major states that all the horse 
have been captured, the Inet at Milos» 
tone City, Moutana, where ono of 
prisoners inade & confession, admit- 
ting that he stole horses from the 
Bell farm, Five are now in tho 
hands of Saeriff Jobnaton at that 
_ and will bo delivered to tho 
Janadian authorities forthwith, 

Altogethor 14 herees have been 
stulon aud it hus retarded harvesting 
Operations on the Bull farm toavery 
considerable extent as there were 
no spare horwes to de the work, Tho 
horses were taken about midnight 
on Sunday and as goon as they 
wore missed a force of man wee 
immoliately dispatchod in pursu. 
ance of the thieves, . 

It ix the intention to have thone 
scoufirels brought at once to Re- 
gina whore they will bo tried, 

It gives Mujor Bell and others the 
reateot watistaction to know that all 
the thieves have buen captured, as, 
afler jadyemunt is pissed upon them 
it will be the means, no doubt, of 
forever putting an ond to this thievs 
ing basiness, 


atid 
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1884 — Oct. 16 — Regina Leader —-p. 1 — Efforts being made to satisfy the Squatters 


_™ 
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SQUATTERS CLAIMS. 


—_—- ~>- — “ 
(From our Special Correspondent. 


Orrawa, Oct. 2.—1 saw Mr, Burgess on 
Monday andtu dayabout Norht- West mat- 
rere and discussed the Byuatlers claiuis 
both in Muoee Jaw and «on the Bell Farm. 
Mr. Burgess, when in the Nurth-Weat saw 
Mr. Roses, the mombe rfor thy North West 
Council, who of course, put the case of his 
clienta strongly, andthey could not have : 
better advocate. but at that time a good 
many of them wore away, and he thought 
it better to defer acting on Mr. Ross 
tupgestion to send up Mr, Sinith wnt! 
the Squatters should have returned. 1 
urged on Mr, Burgess that Mr. Ssith 
should be iustructed to make a liberal 
wtUement, and I may say this generally 
that the desire of the Department ia tu «: 
all that is just for the North-West, 
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THE BELL FARM AQUATTE RS. 

Whon Mr. T. C. Johnetona was Cow. 
here Mr, Burgead male a prope to hin 
that the Squattera ahould be allowed thes 

ime and compensation for their improve 
monts. But Mr. Johustone had nu auth 


| atity to accopt this and so the met or ur 
'Are, On the subject of the Hell Mary. 


Squattera Iam very ansivws in Hi. (y 
terest, and that of the Nov! eet, teas 
they should be sat sfied. What lins taken 
place between me and the Departinent to 
lay 1 cannot write, but 1 have hepes ir 


| may eventuate in a satiafactory wettlonett 


1884 — Oct. 16 — Livingston Enterprise (Livingston, Montana) — follow-up to Sept 14 horses theft report 


The theft and chase was reported up by at least six American newspapers, including: 


Each paper basically reprinted the following brief note, word for word, between Oct. 16 and Nov. 1: 


Fort Benton River Press, Montana — Aug. 13, Oct. 1 and Oct. 22 
Livingston Daily Enterprise, Montana — Oct. 16 


Sun River Sun, Montana — Oct. 23 

Hope Pioneer, North Dakota — Oct. 24 
Wahpeton Times, North Dakota — Oct. 24 
Dillon Tribune, Montana — Nov. 1 


“To Be Extradited. The five horse thieves arrested a few days ago near Miles City are to 
be taken to Regina, in the Canadian Northwest. They stole $12,000 worth of horses 
from the Bell Farm near there. The officers of Custer county will take them to the 
Canadian boundary and deliver them to the mounted police.” 


1884 — Oct. 16, - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p.__ 


“Indian Head... The first load of grain was put into the new elevator on Monday and 


the machinery worked admirably. 
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“Pi-a-pot, like the inquisitive white man wanted to inspect the elevator, and while 
looking into a grain trap with his chin on the sill [correct word ?] the door fell, and now 
his face is beautifully decorated allee samee nichee on the warpath.” 


Also: 


“THE BELLFARM A meeting of the directors of the Bell Farm was held on the 10" inst. 
at the offices of the company. The first question discussed was the claims of the 
squatters who located on the farm. It will be remembered that the question between 
the company and the squatters was submitted to arbitration last winter. The arbitrators 
were two M.P.’s from Ontario. The company were to agree to the award on condition 
that the Government and the squatters — 16 in number — would do the same. The 
arbitration awarded to each man compensation for improvements made, and suggested 
that the Government give to each a similar amount of land as claimed by any squatter, 
in any place he desired it, and also that the time spent in squatting count on the new 
land they should take. In many cases this meant that the patents should be issued at 
once for the new location. Some of the squatters were dissatisfied, but after the visit of 
Deputy Minister Burgess, with one exception, they agreed to abide by the terms of the 
award. Recently the company learned that some of the squatters were still objecting, 
and it was mainly for the consideration of this matter that the meeting was held. After 
much discussion, it was finally agreed that the company accept the terms of the award 
and pay over immediately to Mr. Gordon, the Dominion lands agent at Regina, the 
amount awarded in each case, Mr. Gordon to deliver to each squatter who will furnish a 
written agreement, to the to terms of the award. This arrangement will only apply on 
the condition that all the squatters, with the exception above mentioned, must accept. 
— Sun. 


1884 — Oct. 23, - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. _= text blurred, verify (also “fire”) 


Indian Head and Qu’Appelle Valley Agricultural Society held its first meeting and show. Prizes awarded 
to Bell Farm for horses; cattle to Motherwell, Skinner and Bell Farm. Also prizes to Bell farm for 
carrots, red fife wheat. No prizes to Bell Farm for sheep, poultry or swine. 


“Indian Head: Sergeant Blight of the Mounted Police, last Friday seized an outfit 
consisting of four mules, ambulance bedding, harness, etc. He also held the two men in 
charge of suspicion of having stolen the seized property. On questioning them he found 
that they had come from across the line, and had no papers to show that they had paid 
duties. On Monday morning Collector of Customs Myles from Regina sold the whole 
outfit by auction and had the two men in charge arrested and sent to Regina to await 
their trial doe evading customs. Among the harnesses they were using was found a 
bridle and collar which were stolen from the Bell Farm at the same time that the horses 
were taken. It is believed that these two fellows are part of the same gang. Much 
credit is due to Sergt. Blight for the “slick” way in which he managed the seizure and 
arrest. 
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On Thursday evening one of the portable elevators on the Bell Farm was burnt. Luckily 
it had not been filled with grain, so not great loss has been sustained.” 


1884 — Oct. 30, - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. __ 


Indian Head “The first public telephone was put into operation on Tuesday between A.J. 
Osment’s store and the CPR station. It is expected all business houses will have 
connection soon. 


“The parties who were arrested here last week by Sergt. Blight for evading customs 
were tried at Regina and sent to Stony Mountain for two months holiday and fined $50 
each.” 


1884 — Nov. 6 — Brandon Mail, p. 8 — Bell Farm operation projections for 1885 


“TOWN TOPICS — In conversation with an official of the Bell Farm yesterday, we were informed 
that Major Bell will still further extend his farming operations if he can be sure of 40 cents per 
bushed for wheat, as he considers it will pay at that figure.” 


1884 — Nov. 14 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 4 — Major Bell at the Queen’s Hotel, Winnipeg 
“PERSONAL MENTION — Major W.R. Bell of Indian Head, arrived in the city yesterday, and is at the Queen’s” 
1884 — Nov. 14 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 1 — Major Bell returns from East to discuss wheat sales 


“THE BELL FARM. Return of Major Bell from the East. 


Foe te EN ee ren 


THE BELL FARM. 


Return of Major Bell from the East. 


Major Hol], manager of the Bell Farming 
Company, urrived inthe city last night 
trom the enat, whither he waa called rather 
suddoniy abouttwo wesks ago. While in 
the east he had one or two fair offers for the 
wheat raised on the Hell farm this year, but 
as it wae not aufliciently high, he did not 
accept. In the carly part ot the aeason he 
hari ee offera for the wheat, ranging 
from 62 LS 75 conte per bushel. As he was 
not then ready te sell, and aa the company 
was able to bold on, it was deemed best to 
kerp the wheat for a better offer. The 
Pera has sltogether 130,000 bushels. 
Mrz Bel? says he has observed that.a gteat 


maith farmers i Minoescta and Dakota are f. 


eee | 


fattening hogs and other animals on their 
wheat and selling their oats, This will pay 
infinitaly better than selling their wheat at 
alow price, A similar course could be 
adopte.l with profit in the Northwest. Air. 
Bell also observed that in Chicago, although 
the price has not actually jumped up, 
there is a much better feeling, and the ied 
pects of a good price prevailing befora long 
are excellent, Besites, he states that the 
estimated surplus both in the United States 
and the Canadian Northwest is far beyond 
what it will actually prove to be, and when 
this is known there will be a great change in 
the price of wheat. Atthe Bell farm tho 
men are plowing at the rate of 100 acres a 
day, and the prospects are that all. the land 
required for wheat next year will be plowed 
this fall. There will be 5,000 more acres 
under wheat next year than there was this 


year, 
I er 
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1884 — Nov. 20 — Der Westbote, p. 2 (Columbus, Ohio) — Bell Farm report (in German text) — need translation 
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1884 — Nov. 20, - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p.__ 
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Indian Head “The settlement of the Bell farm squatters has finally been effected. On 
Saturday the treasurer of the company handed over a cheque for the amount awarded 
by the arbiters against the Bell farm company, $4,310.00. Besides being paid for the 
improvements made by the respective squatters, each is permitted an entry in the 
railway or Regina reserves. The time squatters on the Bell farm being allowed them on 
the permitted entry. Mr. T.C. Johnstone, who has been in Winnipeg acting for the 


squatters has returned.” 


1884 — Nov 20 & subsequent issues after, - Qu’Appelle Vidette, pol 
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[Advertisement] “A.J. Osment, dealer in Lumber, Sash, Doors, Plasterer’s Hair, furniture, Undertaker’s 
supplies, flour and feed. Just arrived one car load of choice winter apples. Indian Head, NWT” 


1884 — Dec. 3 — Winnipeg Daily Sun , p. 4— Major Bellin Winnipeg, staying at the Queen’s Hotel 


“PERSONAL MENTION. The Movements of “People We Know”...... Major Bell, of Indian 
Head, is at the Queen’s. ..... S.C. Battiscombe and Major Bell, of Indian Head, are at the 
Queen’s.” 


1884 — Dec. 3 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Major Bell staying at the Queens Hotel, Winnipeg 


“PERSONAL. Major Bell, of Indian Head, is at the Queens.” 


1884 — Dec. 4, - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 


Major Bell to Winnipeg to buy machinery for mill — check for details 


1884 — Dec. 18, - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. __ 

Indian Head: “A.J. Osment is busy with his men staking out the foundation of the new grist mill.” 
1884 — Dec. 25, - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p.__ 

Indian Head: “The foundations for the new mill were finished last Tuesday (16 inst)” 

“Mr. and Mrs. Bell have gone south for the winter.” 


A.J. Osment re-elected second vice-president of the Indian Head and Qu’Appelle Valley Agricultural 
Society. A.J. Osment also member of a committee presenting a petition regarding the formation of a 


municipality to Lt. Gov. Dewdney. 
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THE BELL FARM, 


Manitoba and the Aovthwest Territory. 


Manager, MAJOR W. R. BELL. 


Directors. 
DUNCAN MacARTHUR, Esg., President. 
Tue Hor. THOMAS HOWARD, Esq., Vice-President. 
ARTHUR F. EDEN, Ese., Land Commissioner, Manitoba and 
N. W. Railway. 
W. L. BOYLE, Ese. (McArthrr, Boyle & Campbell). 
THe Hox. E. DEWDNEY, Lt.-Governor of N. W. Terrtories. 
W. R. THISTLE, Esq., Ottawa. 
GEO. TOWNER, Ese., Toronto. 
Cc. G. L. KELSO, Esq., Toronto, Kelso Farm, Minnesota. 


Secretary and Treasurer. 
H. J. EBERTS, Esq., Winnipeg. 


Bankers. 
Messrs. McARTHUR, BOYLE & CAMPBELL, Winnipeg. 


Solicitors. 
Messrs, ARCHIBALD HOWELL, HOUGH & CAMPBELL, 


Winnipeg. 
240 kb 
Bell Farm Manager, Directors, Bankers and Solicitors in 1884 
1885 — Jan 2 — Qu’Appelle Vidette = check for details — There is no Jan. 2, 1885 issue 
1885—-—Jan.  - - Annual meeting of Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company delayed until March. 


“The annual meeting of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company is not to take place till March.” 


1885 - 3 Jan. — Adelaide Observer, p. 12 — Review of the Bell Farm operations based in 1884 visit by Dr. Edmonds 
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7 The Tasmanian ze 885 Jan3 Adelaide Observe 
found for it, 


THE DAIRY. 


THE BELL FARM. 


Leaving Winnipeg, the metropolis of 
Manitobe, aad proceeding westward along 


i S2829o0 


E 
rd 
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conversation with the manager, Major 
Bell, during a recent visit to the farm. 


to the level monotony that prevails all 
around, In 1883 the area of wheat grown 


20 b 
without back-setting. This year, 7,000 acres 


ke 

in the north-west territory by cold back- 
ward season, the in-gathering of the crop 
was in full auton Sa the middle of September, 
eo that we had an aie! of seeing 
thirty-five reaplog mao at work side by 
side. The erenree, t come from 

self-binders, are in the tields for a day or 

and carried to the th 
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g sown 
machines, the grain from which is shot into are, Tis oped 6 oon — 
large wooden in the fields. During three times; it is sown 
the winter, w work in general is slack e month of March, at the rate 
t cranaries are emptied, aad the wheat of 14 buthela per acre, The economy of the 
cony y of hs, across the for a summer fallow once 
anow to the elevators adjoming the railwa so that one-thire of the 
whence it is to the t u cultivaticn would be left ia 
wagons as required, and conveyed to bare fallow every third sammer, 
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1885 — Jan. 7 — Winnipeg Free Press, p. 4 — Major Bell is in Winnipeg. 


. Major W.R. Bell, of the Bell Farm, Indian Head, is in the city.” 


“CITY AND PROVINCE -.... 


1885 — Jan. 7 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 4— Major Bell is in Winnipeg. 


. Major W.R. Bell, of the Bell Farm, Indian Head, is in the city.” 


“PERSONAL MENTION -.... 
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1885 — 7 Jan and 12 Jan — Shares in Rabbit Mountain Mining Company of Ontario 


Major Bell acquired 2187% shares in the company on Jan. 7 anda further 112% shares on Jan. 12; giving him a 
total of 2,200 shares. The shares appear to be worth $10 each at time of purchase. 
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Growouicat Survey uv Canana, Awnuat Report, 1686. Vor. IT. Parr H. 


RABBIT MOUNTAIN SILVER MINE 
LOOKING FAST. 


The bluffs on either side consist of columnar trap, (diabase) capping the argillites in which the intervening valley has been eroded. 


Rabbit Mountain Silver Mine, ca.1886 (198 kb) 


“Photograph of the mine site at Rabbit Mountain, near Stanley. At this site was the stamp mill, log houses, a 
general store and a small hotel. Silver was discovered in the Rabbit Mountain area in 1882. This was one of the 


first of a series of silver finds by Oliver Daunais, the ‘Silver King'.” 


(Source: http://images.ourontario.ca/gateway/56424/data: Gateway to Northwestern Ontario History, 


Thunder Bay Public Library) 


1885 — Jan. 14 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, P.4 — Law Suit between HBC and Major Bell 
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“TUESDAY TRIALS .... Equity Paper. The following cases are on to-day’s equity paper: 
Austin v. Ferria, Green v. McDonald, Milman v. Cowan, H.B.C. v. Dennis, H.B.C. v. Bell, H.B.C. v. 
Lowe, H.B.C. v. Bura, Taylor v. Sharp, McDonald v. Cunningham, Pye v. Cameron, Johnston v. 


Munroe.” 
1885 — Jan. 15 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 - QVFC— Annual Meeting postponed to March 


“CITY AND PROVINCE — The annual meeting of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company has 
been postponed until March.” 


1885 — Jan 20 — Manitoba Daily Free Press — Bell Farm Flour Mill, erected by Pray Manufacturing - new details 


[Details of the HBC’s Winnipeg Mill likely reflect the interior of the new flour mill being built at Indian Head.] 


THE H. B. CO.’S MILL. 


Thercughly Removated and Fitted 
Up With Beat Patent FProeess Ma- 
ehinery, 

The flouring mill of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, situated at tho junction of the 
Assiniboine and Rod Rivers, has under- 
gone an interior transformation which 
makes it vastly superior to ifa former 
solf and a first-cluss mill in every reapect, 
turning out the very best patent process 
flour in a style which counot fail tv in- 
terost all whose attention is directed tu 
it, whose thoughts tuko in Lhe rangs be- 
tween wheat and broad, Tho work was 
begun somo ton weeks ago by tho 

PRAY IMANUPAUTURING COMPANY, 

of Minneapolis, Mr. Jumes Pye, fonr 

mill engineer, having chargo of the wroc- 

tion of the machinery. A Treo Preps ro- 

porter took a stre:] through tho mill yew- 
terday nd admired tho changed 
appearunce of things, He did uot 
have the gvod fortuno to seo the 
machinery actinlly in operation, 
asan accident had occurred to the engine 
on Saturday, causing a suspension of tho 
monufacturing for a few days. ‘lhe 
four waa, however, thoro to apeak for 
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itself, wud overything else was in place 
to show what had been acdemplished und 
whatitis proposed to du from day te 
day. Tho eugino oud boilers romain as 
before, the contruct with the Pray Com- 
pany having nothing to do with thesv. 
Un entering the building tho viaitur ob 


s}onos observes thatthe walls havo beon 
-| ned with boards, adding materially to 


tho wrrmbh ; and that steam pipes for 
heating huvo bewn supplied, all thia bay- 
ing been done at the recommandstion of 
the contracting company, Tho building 
is now thoroughly warm. Tho basement 
{Soor was first inspected, and was fooud 
to contain the driving shaft, the weigh 


ff dodlesya foed-stone for chopping, aud 


cookle machines, On the -first floor ure 
tho rollers, of which there ave ten pairs, 
the dimensiona Voing 9x24 inches. These 


b} give the will a roller oapneily of 


160 rABNEES PER Day, 

int connection with the vollura two run 
of stone aro still used. On tho snme 
floor are three pnckors, and a wheat sop- 
arator. On the svaond floor are sibunted 
the recls. Besides ono formerly in use a 
three reel cheat has been put in by the 
contracting company, which ara 20° feat 
in length. In addition to these four of 
“Pyo’s Coutrilugal Reels” have been sup- 
plied, tivo of these being on the sucond 
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and the others on the third floor, This 
recl is 4 new myvntion introduced sbout 
eightecn months ago, and now largely 
used in the United States. [1s peculiar- 
ity consists i n system of royo)ying beat- 
ers, which tevolye much niore rapidly 
than. the reel itself, and feree tho flour 
through the silk. Six No, 1 Smith puri- 
fiers aro used, and to each of bene is ut 


tached » Peerless dust collector, which | 


collects and saves thu fino dust that 
On the 


otherwise would be thrown out. 
third floor are found the two Pye’s con: 
trifugul- reels already mentioned, five 
sonlping reele, » bran duater, and 9 amut- 
ter of a now design just introduced, which 
reno yes not only the smut, but also the 


gorm of tho wheat, thereby incransing 

the whiteness of the flour, Tn 

short, in the reconstruction of the mill 
BVENYTHING 18 COMPLUTE 
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1885 — Jan. 22, - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. __ 
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aud yo expense has been spared in gup- 
plying everything that could improve in 
any way tho quality of tho work done, 
Tho operating of tho niall is under tho 
direction of Mr. G. H. Stevle,a gentle- 
man of experiance froin Minneapolis, as 
head imilloy. 

The Pray Munufacturing Company 
expeot Lo orect severa) other mills in this 
country, and bnyu alrondy taker the con- 
bract for ono at Indian Head, which they 
are to complete by tho 15th of Muy, for 
the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company, 
supplying engine, boilers, and all the 
other machinery. ‘Mho willis to havo a 
onpacity of 195 barrels por day. The 
erection of the building is now in pre- 
gress. 

My, Pyo, the yopresentativo of the 
Company, goes aouth this morning, bub 
will return in 4 fow weeks tw superintend 
tha construction of the imill at Indian 
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Indian Head. Contract for grist mill to Mr. George Geddes. 


1885 — Jan. 27 — Journal of the Society of Arts — Paper by Stephen Bourne on 1884 Bell Farm tour — including 


60 visitors (p. 263), and comments for other British Association members 
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outskirts af the cultivated fields. 
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round the bases of the hills."’ Thus we followed 
the course of the Bow river, not losing sight of 
the range of snow hills, until twenty miles 
beyond Calgary, which town is 100 miles from 
the present end of the line. It is south of this | 
that the largest cattle ranches are found, on 
one of which the proprietor told me he had 
16,000 head of cattle. Entering again the 
prairie land, for there was no time to deviate 
from the one track, the train pursued its home- 
ward course, but was stopped at various places 
and points —at one to see considerable num- 
bers of the Indians, amongst them the ccle- 
brated ‘* Crowfoot,’’ at another to hold Divine 
service on the Sunday morning, at a third to 
—-» | visit the Bell Farm. At this farm—extending 
over ten square miles—there were 7,000 acres 
under crop this year, and an equal area pre- 
pared for additional planting in the coming 
season. Convyeyances were provided to drive 
sixty of the passengers round the field, a 
circuit of seven miles. The cultivation here is 
very simple, merely that of driving the plough 
through the surface, dropping the seed into 
the loosened soil, and then sending the reaping 
machine fo gather in the ripened crop. Com- 
paratiyely little manual labour is employed, 
and the few resident hands find sufficient 
employment in tending the stalled cattle in 
the winter season. One feature, indicating 
the cconomy of labour which needs to be 
practised, is the laying down telephonic 
wires from head-quarters to the houses of 
the different head-men, who reside at the 


calculated by Major Bell that this year he 
would have produce enough to load ten railway 
trucks every day, from January to December. 
The halt for service, on the Sunday morning, 
was quite unique. Passing by Regina, where 


duction in the fire. He said, people had come out 
who were gentlemanly fellows, and he had asked 
them to dinner, but within three months be had had to 
go and bail them out of the police-court, and pay their 
debts, or see them go to jail. It was these men who 
on their return spread disparaging reports of the 
country. He had visited the Beil Farm, and there 
saw too square niles, under conditions which Major 
Bell told hin enabled him to send ten car-loads of 
wheat per day down to his railway station for Eng- 
land; that he could ship the wheat on the railway- 
car at Indian Head for 13s. a quarter, amd pay 
eight per cent. on the capital invested. He also 
told him that so long as wheat fetched 27s. a 
qsarter in Liverpool, with only the present 
facilities of transport, he could make eight per 
cent. on any amount of capital invested in the 
evltivation of land. The land he travelled over 
there was amongst the Gnest on the face of the earth, 
and mew there could live the healthiest life possible, 
apart from those factors of refined civilisation such 
as could only be obtained in London or other great 
cities, Such a power of manufacturing wheat really 
meant that the present condition of agriculture 
in this country was aot one of temporary de- 
preston ; there was a revolution to come over 
the country, and the land now devoted to the 
growth of cereals and the Iegumenose iust go out 
of cultivation, and would remain out of cultivation, 
and fail to prodece rents to idlers as it had hitherto 
done, until the time came when it would be utilised 
for villa residences and garden properties, or dairy 
prodwce farms. Mr. Walford had dischimed the 
notion of throwing cold water on emigration, and 
yet he certainly spoke in such a way as to dishearten 
their poorer brethren, who ought to be encouraged to 
go out there, and take part in developing this great 
country. Any grown man, over eighteen years of 
age, could sow go to Manitoba and have a fine farm 
on which there was not a tree to cat down unless he 
chose, half a mile square of alluvial land ft to put the 
plough into at once, amd pay nothing bet a two 
guinea survey foe. He could also pre-empt the ad- 
joining half mile square of land for a sum amounting 
to £40. He had to pay altogether tos. an acre for 


p. 263 - Bourne 


p. 270 — Edmunds 
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Major CraiGie said he could not altogether agree 
with the remarks of the last speaker as to the enor- 
mous future he had opened. No one would accuse 
him of a desire to depreciate the great Dominion, 
bat there seemed something in a large continent which 
irresistibly enlarged one’s ideas or the terms in which 
they were expressed, and he could not help feeling 
that, both in Canada and the States, all accounts 


one heard must be taken by a careful man with great’ 


caution, and with some discount for exaggeration. 
He also went over the Bell Farm, but he could not 
agree that it would be a tempting prospect for an 
English capitalist to place his money in farming that 
particular district at the present time with wheat at 
27S. a quarter at Liverpool. He did not say that 
@ vast deal more wheat could not be grown there, but 
taking one year with another, and considering the risk 
of the seasons, and the cost of transit, which could not 
always be diminishing, he did not see what prospect 
there was of fortunes being made by sending wheat 
to this country at 27s. a quarter. He found within 
150 miles of Winnipeg there had been ten times as 
much wheat raised last year as in the one previous, 
and he could not help reflecting what would happen 


if this were to go on. They had seen already how . 


the price of wheat had gone down with increased 
imports from India and America, and he thought 
it would be both foolish and impossible to rely on 
that one product in the future as the emigrants’ 
stand-by. Those who went out from this country 
must go in for mixed husbandry, and for pro- 
ducing those different productions for which that 
great dominion was eminently fitted. He did not 
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p. 271 — Craigie 


Mr. Bourng, in reply, said he did not wish to 
raise the question of protection or free trade, but he 
did feel that in dealing with the question of emigra- 
tion he was bound to point out what he believed 
would be an insuperable obstacle to the extensive 
settlement of the Jand, viz., that the occupants were 
not only saddied with the expenses of maintaining 
their own cultivation, and competing with low prices, 
but forced to pay more for all articles which they 
cannot grow themselves, including even the instru- 
ments of husbandry, in order to protect the manu- 
facturers of the colony. It was not to be expected 
that the English public would find money to trans- 
port labourers to those soils, if, when they got there, 
they were exposed to these conditions, to the detri- 
ment of those who were left at home. This was a 
drawback which, to his mind, must be overcome 
before it would be feasible to send out there the large 
number of emigrants the colonists looked for, and 
without which they would suffer materially from the 
large expense incurred in making the railway, and 
opening up the country. He thought Dr. Edmunds 
had a little exaggerated the sanguine expectations of 
Major Bell. He saw that gentleman, too, but did 
not remember hearing the figures quoted by Dr. 
Edmunds. He did hear 20s, or 22s, spoken of as 
the price at which wheat could be delivered at the 
railway station adjoining the farm; and even that 
was called in question at the time. Certainly the 


p. 271 — Bourne reply 
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The CHarrMAN said he feared some misappre- 
hension existed with regard to the Bell Farm, of 
which so much had been said. According to the 
reports of numerous gentlemen who had inter- 
viewed Major Bell, the estimates he gave of 
the price at which he hoped to be able to put 
wheat on the Liverpool market varied very con- 
siderably. The price of 20s. per quarter had un- 
doubtedly been named to Professor Sheldon and 
others, and his contention was that, admitting the 
possibility of a great wholesale concern, growing 
wheat at that rate, the smaller farmers could not do 
$0; and the natural inference was that they would dis- 
continue or reduce the cultivation. The statement that 
the estimate was 27s. somewhat altered the question. 
He was surprised to hear it said that the soil was 
practically inexhaustible, and would not need manure 
for an indefinite period of time. He remembered 
when the great wheat-growing country of the United 
States was the valley of the Gennessee, but that 
district had been for many years exhausted; and 
in like manner a large area in South Australia 
had beceme exhausted by growing wheat continuously 
without manure. In the immediate future he thought 
there would be a great increase in stock raising. It 
was true the severity of the winter was a difficulty, 
but the grass grew very long and became dried into 
something like hay, which the cattle found by scratch- 
ing away the snow from the surface, and were thus 
able to subsist in the open air even in winter. As 
had been already said, the great lesson for people in 
the North-West was to vary and diversify their farm- 
ing, and place it on as broad a basis as possible. 
The immense rush into wheat was a mere accident of 
moment, and probably five years hence a very dif- 
ferent system would prevail. He could not agree 


p. 272 — Chairman Lefroy’s comment 


1885 — Jan. 29, - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 


Indian Head. “Mr. Hartsinck of Bell Farm, returned from a week’s visit to Winnipeg on Saturday 


evening.” 
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1885 — Feb 4 — London Times — p. 14 — Advertisement for Bell Farm agricultural college. 


“FARMING in MANITOBA. — The Proprietors of The Bell Farm, N.W.T., Canada, 
propose opening an agricultural College, in connection with their farm. A limited 


number of STUDENTS — say 15, will be received., For full particulars apply within the 


next two weeks, to the undersigned. - W.R. Bell (General Manager, Bell Farm), First 


Avenue Hotel, High Holborn, 4°" February, 1885” 
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First Avenue Hotel: photo 1919; bombed 1940 


1885 — Feb. 12, - Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.__ 


Indian Head. A.J. Osment ran as councillor of new municipality of Indian Head. Lost. check for 


1885 — Feb. 13 — London Times — report on late 1884 visit to Bell Farm by James Edmunds, M.D., London 
(almost identical to his May 15, 1885 published report) 
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1885 — Feb. 18 — Pall Mall Gazette, London — Major Bell and Professor Tanner interviewed by Robert Miller Christy. 
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THE FUTURE “GRANARY OF THE WORLD,” 


AN INTERVIEW WITH MAJOR BELL, 


. uestize of whom predection im the Canadian Nowh-mest bes Inely | 
joneenary Comsideeable Gtlention, expecially wah reference op its efor ce 
pale daraies ; ard we bare taken ihe oppeetueity, theredurn, of the presence 
‘ Lorbas of Mayee Mell the manaper of wlat is peobably the biggest fanming 
ween t2 the corti, to learn the revults ef hia experience ard bis views of 
<prtable efieet ea the muher country. The Mel Fann, belonging to the 
cappede River Farring Company, convats of 54,000 acres, of which some 
fiona were wonder cubivation last year,  Lby a foetutane coinadence, fre 
law wah Major Dell when oar repeewcatativs called l'rolesuor 
fewer knows Mor Ueil's farm well, wed was atte to comfinn in every purtl- 
oe hat lis meager said The goa of the eneveratios, «lich wed deserves 
csprtlon ef ali who ave lmeresed in British agriendeere, is gives below + — 


Tor: Tieercr Yerno ar ti Lowrsr Coser. 


+ When Mrefeeer Tanter neat over the farre with ae it the sireimer of 
) ) Thawed been one best 1,000 acres, and be euinnated their yleld at 95 
poets ae acre, ‘The. Urofesser was a tree peophet, for thaw 1,c00 acict 
|e eile easctly 93.000 bealele Our average yell! oer the whole fan 
yhoo 26 0b 30 bastels an acre As to the cost of prodoction, the 
- ove] ae going to gice pou are erictly inclusive; not ely are lvsour 
eerrortance of afl Minds réchoeed =m, bot an MMonnace of 20 per cent. 
ole dor depreciation of stock aml implemenis | want to imist on 
(ie becaese seme of my frieeds whee they poblich chair figures are aoe qpito 
eoveat: ofe wil kava ong seeding, ancther will make 20 allowance Gor 
fookeam, Well, whee all is told—ared how we veil it f eal show you ie a 
| gote or Fe O—& appens thet we can pet our wheat ztvdy foe shipment at 
soetot 44 certs per bute] —thae is, wearly rs g% of your money The 
sly thing 10 be odded Is ihe freight; amd mx to thet, the manager of the 
joual Pacic Kailread—whics will bz the bigges moaopely in ile world 
fete kiegeauborings me te any thu new year ihe cost of freghs from 
‘Creiper se Liverpool wil Be sot mere than ft a benhel. To this yoo must 
oM seve ce to conts a bosbel for she tract 19 Wireripe, so as ve bring op 
Cetreggtt frome Jadian Head station (in te centre of the fares Breda) ee 
Leejeulto fiz. a qemeter, ‘Those are uve Geta; ] keare yoo to drow your 
ies" 
Mow gts Doxr.—Goop Layo Gnates, 


Ceasidecieg that at thes save Canadian wheat ool bo landed at [iver 
yolat cee, of 38r. a quoter, nad remembering chat the Eeglivb faraer cries 
ot eben he careot get wees then t)e 2 quarter, aut represenimive drew the 
ccotltsion thar the oativak dor the British faerer was noe very Rvely, Major 
TS tosneeel, boererer, 00 add Whar pe particelar coedij wae doe to the Cosa- 
Geers for these remarkable roses = “In the Sevt place,’ he sw, “ve 
Las covert ta pay, Cee land bas cost es vbeet Gr, ae acre, in sanple ; 
be Wis peo feast rereeosber tha} we hal to go ‘far weu' for i, All 
te pest Baw near ra@ways bes beee theo wreals, aed coms paw abere son, 
is coon Mut tea yeara ago there was nota boaee within two of three 
tebal uvlesol on Aad the bind is as good ae it ip cheap, aed ee ant 
my Dawe ne rere WO pay, Ort we bore co maners Lill oo ron up =a then 
(ice the cists, mich i past as goed as ii cin ba, “Thee are pod sated 
# \eilaces 10 start oth” 


. “Tur iieswxss of Peorecrion.” 


“log alert taves? Why, they are a mere beatclle, amoesting perkaps 
Pplesore” =Batdoes that iachsQo the faces pr pay in the sbepe of 
poerlen? "avked our eepreseatmiee, " Trotectiog,” eeplicd Stajoe Dell is 
vile rf eer advantages Yale eur fern implcrmets; well, Professor 
(erat vill tell pow that Tam quice right in calling there the beat in the 
sold, len they, Whe whe land, are as cheap a3 they nie pond, 1 cin 
we) hee pou tow the thing worke Whee the duty cas (iret anpoed on 

p* 00 ieplemeate we certainly Sed what work. They were oo dear that ne 
“fort qfbed oe Buy them Gow the Sixes; but ot the saree tine ww coobd 
tcrede them property fur cursctres, The Americaas bad had plenty of 
| omesve mq workiag peairig lands wal knew esocily what was wanted ; re 
‘Lee Well, but-what happened > Why every lag Americas grmustvcieeer 
et>e branch Reuse in Canada, aed at the present niersent we can buy all 
irghiannes a eon aes corny (aml Canmiian | Sines,” in partecelar, 
* the bout nthe worlil) at American prices, Whee ds the difference Between 
Veloy cree slaties aad removieg thea ¢ Why just Os; shat all the capital 
vajesed in manefacturiag tho inslemests circulates 3 the Dueinion insvead 
‘Teche Sctee andl tm a CovpcrcBcre that is just alf the difference ie the weet, 
NW s0a2! cyeenry hae free teade by all wens; bat a a nee ene depend epen 
See! poeoction ta the greatest af Movsings,” 


Varuna av Tet rriroxn 


*\ San and goad lint—eniieited sus—boeutifel pectectan 2 thove are 
©) advantages af 5 eee Gueeiiry, amd pou can seer toaich tm there 

*) cove hat @ enmenhat socel perbops at aoe esotigyerneet 19 Ue eanyope 

‘) the telephone. Arelght ectock erefy crenieg 1 press my antoe, 

~ |) Vipeelf itn corenmalcacion vlih iy dicicanal forenen  & gire then 
* 28 hn minutes cath, Bur in cach cise the thers bear het Fam 
Toth they wwe go 5 miles nport Yooh fire tne wid frat ave 

Oe ON0rp ircim irragt carry oul my cerns, right o¢ weary if he does at, 

+ 6ts Hivery burs, tao, Ras Its ap pocuoed lak set ecerperenety, 1610 50 
telers tut here f om moce merciful, aad if a Mine qhes ort, why 

: "ean onlp las 19 pate his telephene wed tet me o€ it red 1 redice 
(ffi etd, thing mf tne mBes a day perhaps The wile machine 
“Ein hig way ne easily bya Snete eversene a IF Ui were a recitter of 
dct of tie sul all tho dlivcuasioe aby the uci 


es eo. 


bu 


Jw dts 


tiew arvamages of large aad areal farsiing is etally eather een of dive tor ihe 
telephose enadles you to combine Ue bork The telephone ard Glerstion, 
which is qaite as applicatle, | assure yas, to arms as to States Ever 799 
teres baw a cottage on i, wth a aan living in It sem free and baring chores 
of three Rewsea This system gives es an tramenae pell over other Curis wach 
we Dalepmgie’s, the nest Biggest to ours, which are woeked from 1 single 
tentre, a thar a tose will have to go four of Gve miles perhaps to get to iis 
work that ik heer wate These homes are greuped inv divisinay af 
whech there arc fire an the farm abepether, Wik) a Uitisinsal freeneie fexpos- 
sitle for each, The men caployed in each division repent every day 19 the 
fortreae, asd the foremes report to me Local maiers are {ef 12 thom 5 
(mpesial Comeerra ane reserved for mt at ip teeplions.” 


* Tote SrekxorM 2 TO Sey Sritt.' 


“Tha telephoue eaables es tn sanibilate space, machinery {9 ecccrwnire 
Dibour. = Ut is the hermes whe werk cur Him, oot Me men The honics dae 
tho soodex, Ue arroe, he plough the binder; the men merely wt Sobind 
ful gaide the team- ‘ther strength is 09 at silil’ This is che secret 
of much of our success, ws pou will soon see, For matagee, 
there is an iden in aomee quarters thar Km may be ponte 
run Jedi ayain the NonhsWes, on the gromd af the cheamen of 
laloor i ihe former ceusiry, Weil, we give ear een doay Seis —-irara 
JAM te GP. ; bat then, aa E have told you i is very liget work, and wa 
pay them high Tam all fee hich wages ‘To get good eren aul give 
them good wayes is whet paye bes} in the boay run «We pay on the average 
abant gor. 8 weok (and hace free), and ie trdia chey say they cv ert ther 
for rt a day, Mat thes just look at the difercece ie the quancky of tiboer 
required. Gae of oer “Binders! for stance, dows the week of filly trdians, 
aad we run alingecher ficy bieders, of an aggregate *2,500-ladian power.’ 
And, besides, think how eurh we gain toe by the spool of ose ror tu being 
able to qake the grat just ecocthy wt the best tie, Our tog rea con work 
some cizht headed oF cae ousind acrota day. Vooe Indiaa ety bee alt 
very wel at cottog, ber 1 doute if be will ever beat ao at wheat.” 


FaRuine asp Tonos seer, F 

“T said jum sow,” contineed Major Peel, “that port fright roy ot my 
fzeren and noe [Co will toll yor why” Major Bell thea dist a 
“Eobeur Retere en the Be Faru"—an ehborate semenary of cory @em 
ef expenditure diving the yea, which we wieh we ted room to pepecdece 
entice, foe lt could be relied upon (aa Trodessee Tranter seal) to “eine 
the haw of say Grover in the three kingloens sand on eo" Every evening 
when the work in the Gehds is over Dell Fann becomes oe raat hoos-toreping 
eaabltioent, Beck horeead reports ita espesditore to the divisional 
forerman, anil th: divisional Mremen repert the estas to berdquarterns, Each 
week tre heahguarvers taf tabolapes the cclurnt ime a weelly sheer The 
weekly returas are nest tabalaied inoe a reonlily retum, and fiesly the 
monthly ceteris isto at ataoal revere lore isa gral weston oF Lins retin 


for the pear 6553-34, which Major Sell Kindly bent ea > — ’ 
+ Hen 

1 

a 

t 

Tit 6997 Inj? lew | se aM | oy 


The fgenes are of courae ta Coles and conte, ‘Thera arc altucetier trsety. 
acren bevds, iclinding, Besides weet” and “implencets” give ole 
such things at “ this,’ * ecte,! “evans” “tele bose,” "wo xf, ard ee darth 
The last seeze al a iv to apporiieg the expenditure thus acne! coher 
to (1) capital accom om the ons hud, or to( 2) the ree staples, whoa this 
and aud rupectively, OO tbe other, ard itis chus that Mage Darl by alle 
to aay esacthy, <ivaliney the cetats thus elnalned by tus aunsers, what bs one al 
tien ia, Lecidedty, Hf thie kind of bootteepmg 14 le dealiy, the laud 
of Raziwnd wunts rome brvies" at well as * neore money” in be pet bom ee 
And Magar Well holds thet bis spaem is mat merely desralie, bat ¢ combat. 


“AU by, it is the ccnclusaae,” Be sad, “ef Che whee matter, Ite)! serie 
dhe: in these days faring can ouly bo erate ta pay lip Sein pl) beta 
LRoroagh badness Gaais, Vhe etasca why wo mim farciers four ais 


Decauee they cot sever sell at a given meneat wheal Shey wie spor 
lene canrey becwuwe they dant kev it Th n't atreaty bet Vo cin oe 
Eeeglled Girners, & speees to ina, ia, Con they hope to cepete ih 
wheat prodired ata waa wf 22r. 10 234 & quarter {jnie det Cosi? 
wity Go chey uct cotoe over an jens ip Cament' 


Tak Ocurooc ron Exsiasa Fasurns 


“This yer, indeed” Major Gell added, “we abel we peel om we 
thin theee a¢ Sue mnifuaa btvbels ; Dot thea you mi remerier Cn tee 
yews azo there was mat a house wabln to ar three beomilcet re Fry 
and ia Ove yours more wa phy be acnuliaag grea fifteen or inet) i fee 


The «tieat trate ef the cork a ineritaide (Wily ime ctf Bay's 
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1885 — Feb. 19 — Winnipeg Free Press — (Fifty-Years Ago — Feb. 19, 1935) 


“There was talk of establishing a mechanics; institute in Winnipeg. Major Bell, of the mammoth 
Bell farm at Indian Head, had decided to convert the large hotel on the farm into an agricultural 
college, and the major, passing through Winnipeg, stated to the Free Press that he was on his 
way to the Old Country to bring out students and instructors.” 


1885 — Feb. 19 — Brandon Sun, p. 10 — Major Bell off to England to get students and instructors. 


“Major Bell has gone to England. The company has decided to convert the large hotel on the 
farm into an agricultural college. Mr. Bell has gone to bring out students and instructors and 
make other arrangements. Eberts, the secretary of the company, is here.” 


1885 — Feb. 21 - Leeds Mercury Weekly Supplement, p. 20 — Reporter questions Bell’s farm cost estimates (also Feb. 23) 


Major Dell, of thefamons Bell Farm jn Manitoba, 
jpstimutes that he can produce wheat at Ils, a quarter, 
‘and doliver it in England at 22s. I venture to doubt that 

timate, in spite of all the advantages that farming op a 
wery lurge scale, and with the best machinery, gives to 
Major Bell. People who make such eatimutes seldom 
ebarge all that should be chargod to a crop. I havo 
‘nother estiwats beiore me, made by some one in Canada, 
fn which tho ‘* direct cost” of wheat in Manitoba is, ou 
‘an averago, 14s, 2d. quarter. By tho ‘ direct cost ’’ I 
‘presume 38 meavt the cost of the Jabour, seed, &e., 
‘actually applied to the production of a given acreago of 
‘yheat; but thut is not all that should be charged, 
®ecause there are o hundred and one jobs on every farm 
that canuot bo eutirely charged to any particular crop, 
and thut yet ougbt to bs reckened against ail kinds of 
produce, includiag live stock, as nearly in fair proportion 
as may be. 
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1885 — Feb. 23 — House of Commons Debates, p. 205-206 — Bell Farm Squatters: 
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1885. 


COMMONS DEBATES. 


205 


and stoam, the mails would reach their destination, Bat, | 


however it may be, it seoms an extraordinary thing that 
this effort to make more expeditious transport 

should end so frequently, as I am told it does, in the very 
reverse. 


Motion agreed to. 
SQUATTERS IN THE QU’APPELLE VALLEY. 
Mr. LISTER moved for: 


RB. 
sentra tt Ta Woot aah eer ee 
Gordon, Bomiaica land ages 


in the 
"Appelle Valley, on property now owned the 
Terekiec Oncepeny: cederdlag © tee ctetemanh tives te 
uatters went upon the land prior to the 
thor words, the aphts ef tho squatters wero betier 
ts of uatters were 
ve title 


bts in law these 
Some time during the Hession of 1 & person represen 


of the mails | 


and further, they complain that they "have not been paid 
the amount awarded tothem. Now, whethor these gentle- 
mon Were representing the Government or not, | am not in 
& position to say, These hold that they were doing 
#0, or they not have enterei! into the arbitration, They 
— they were sent there in compliance with a promise 

to them in the preceding Session. At all evonts, tho 
award was entered into, and they say it has not beon carried 
out according to its terms. If sach is tho case, I think there 
ia no donbt that theso men have not been Lay enn doalt 
with. I think that the Governmont, on the facts being repre- 
sented, will be inclined to do to these men what is right. In 
the case of the pioneer settlers of this country I feel that 
neither this Government nor any Government is justified in 
doing anything which is not right, and if 
6 has misrepresented—I do not protend 
to say that these gentlemen did so—but if these settlers 
misunderstood the character in which those —_- went 


Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, There can be no objec 
tion to the motion, and tho will be brought down. 
The House will thon seo from the papors exactly what took 
place. Neither of the gentlemen mentioned who acted as 
arbitrators acted as the officers of the Government, or at the 
eee as Gr hacole Fae cup, Pascoe he 
tweon a" ‘arming D uatters. 
Some of these ian bal no oo 8 = 


were to have a 
poe ppg wy Roepe vp Kei 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 


8 September 2024 


came to Ottawa and was given to under- 


stand. that thet 
stand that their claims would be settled 
On that assurance he rotarned to the North- 
the following spring the gentlemen named in the resolution 
appeared on tho scene in the Qa’Appelle Valley. Thoy are, 
ot course, warm 60 rs of hon. gentlomen opposite, and 
the statement made to mo is, that they were au 
the Government to effect a eettlement of the claims of the 
settlers. Ido not vouch for the correctness of that state- 
ment; I morcly, as 1 stated bofore, give it as it was given 
to me. ~~, = sect to — es an ges 
iy gentlemen, u tinct prom 
sather an , that they would be parmitied to take ep other 
teemnestonds in other oe of the country, without doiog 
any duties; that tho full time that would have to live 
upon the homostesd woul be al to them, and thal a 
ent would be issued to them; further, that they woald 
allowed to pre-ompt and would be given three yoars for 
the payment of their pre-emption. They say that on those 
tations they consented to the arbitration, An arbi- 
tration did take te ds and I believe an award was made 
by Mr. Taylor, M. P, for Leeds, and Mr, Wood, M. 
P. for Brockville, That award, I believe, covors the points 
I have stated, namoly, that they were to got their homesteads 
free, without having to live on the homestead, to be taken for | 
for any length of time, and to havo a Peo freo ; 
and they were also to be allowed cortato to which | 
they were ontitiod, for improvements they had made on the 
place. Payment uoder that award was to be mado at a fixed 
lime; no payment was mado. It is claimed by the set- | 
tlers that the Government repudiated thearrangement made | 
by the arbitrators, that they insist on these people havin, 
steps on the some eight months, and on the onal 


their cases or griovances Into the hands of one of these 
gontlemen—the hon, member for Leeds. These two gentle- 


;| men went up there, one acting as arbitrator for the settlers, 


with their consent, and the other acting on behalf of the 
Qa’Appelle vag & They mado an equitabic award, | 
sup) botween the Qu’Appelle Company and the set- 
tlors, I have no doubt they have acted impartially, and 


BY | have no reason to doubt that the award in satisfactory to 


most of tho sottlore. I believe there are only two or three 
ot the whole of them who object, and they object becauso 
they were found not to bavo had cither an equitabie, a logal, 
or a moral right, 


Mr. WOOD ng ag 6). My name having beon alluded to 
by tho hon. momber for Phebe (Mr, Lister), I feol called 
upon to offer a few wordsin explanation. Over a year since 
& gentloman namod Johnson appeared in Ottawa, represcnt- 
ing certain partics known as equatters in the Qa'Appelle Val- 
ley. At tho samo timo, ee Pe the manager of tho Hell 
Farming Company, was also in Ottawa. Betore that there 
had been disputes betweon certiin squatters and the man- 
ager of the Bell Farming bp al it having been claimed 
bea tatters that they were in posseesion of the land 
t the grant was mado to the company, which 
statement was denied by the company. Neither party, as 
bas been truly said, ever entered an action at law,on the 


| one part to asrort their right, or on the other, to eject tho 


squatters from the soil. My hon. friend, Mr. Taylor, the 
member for South Loeds, bad been acting for the 
squatters, threo or four of thom having come from the rid- 
ing he represents. ,» 8a many of you know, is an 
old Brockville man, and I acted in the capacity of his solici- 
tor for some years, Well, it was proposed, either by tho 
person acting for the eqaatters, or by the company, I forget 


terms, #0 ttc a6 the pro-omption is concerned ; | which, that the questions in dispute botween the company 
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COMMONS DEBATES. 


Fesrvary 23, 


and the squatters stfould be referred to arbitration. At 
that time the squatters selected the hop. member for South 
Leeds, because he had taken a very active part in trying to 
get for them all the concessions from the company he 
could, and in laying before the Government their alleged 
rights, I having acted for Major Boll for some asl 
have stated, he very naturally asked me if I would act as 
arbitrator, in the event their not agrosing upoa 
the terma. I consented to do so, not ing at 
the time that it would be necessary ge to 
visit the North-West in order to settle tho differences 
in question. I sap that the evidence which had 
been taken, I think by Mr. Stephenson, the colonisation t 
there, would have been used, or that the squatters would have 
made declarations and sent them dows hero, and that in that 
way we should havo beon enabfed to adjadicate upon their 
claims, Howovor, it was found neccessary that Mr. Taylor 
and myself should go up there, view the promises 
improvements those men had made, see personally for dur- 
selves the ground of their complaints, and look into, 
as far a8 wo could, the —_— of each of the parties. Now, 
Mr, Speaker, I knew nothing of the Goverament whatever 
in this transaction, I had no communication, ove way or 
the other, with the Government or with any official of tho 
Government; and althoagh it is the t of any hon. 
momber of this House to move for retarns, I question 
whethor it is the right of any hon. member to even intimate, 
simply on the strength of a letter from @ dissatisfied party 
to an award, that another hon. momber of thia Houso has 
been connected with the Government in a transaction of this 
kind or any other, because that is avery sorious matter. I, 
as a lawyer, would be very gg A sng a to reprosent my 
position as such at the bar, if I did not know that that was 
coming very closo to the line of a violation of the Inde- 
pendence of Parliament Act, [had no more to do with 
the Government in that transaction than I had with 
any individual outside of this House; and the samo 
can be said of my hon, friend, Mr. Taylor. Now, Sir, 
I do not know that an award was ever yot mado 


this question, So far as | am concerned, I am satisfied that 
every scrap of paper relating to our conduct in connection 
with it should be printed and laid before the public, thon 
it will be found that the squatters on the Bell Farm have 
been fairly dealt with by the arbitrators. 


Mr. LISTER. I desire to aay to my hon, friend who has 
jast spoken that I nae ae Peerage ben oe oe ees 
roferred toin the motion, AsI understand, it is the right of 
every man to have his griovances, or his so griev- 
ances, brought before the Government, and it is the daty of 
& representative to bring these matters before the House 
and the country. Now, the hon. gentleman has stated that 
he was not with the Government; that he bad no 
communication with the Government or any official of the 
Government. I am bound to take his answer; bat it is 
somewhat remarkable that the award these hon. gentlemen 
made provides that lands belonging to tho Governmont 
shall be given to these squatters. If there was no authority 
for it, why was that a of the award? My hon, friend 
says it is not in good taste for me to refor to the position ho 
occupied there. I cannot a with him; I take issao with 
him on that point. While I do not charge him with having 
been guilty pr foo wisn. gm can searcely believe he 
we bo; Iam. to take his word for that—I say I 
havo, at the same time, a perfect right to make this state- 
ment fully, fairly and frankly, a6 I think I have done, 


Mr, WOOD (Brookville). If my hon. friend will allow 
mo, I will ion now what I omitted to say when on my 
feet before, I never, to any one of these squatters, 
represented that we wero oe the Government. 
It never entered my mind to do so, use it would be quite 
contrary to the ; and so far as the recommendation 
made by my hon. friend and myself with to these 
84 and the claim they should have to other lands, is 
ssoemnel, we understood that the position the Government 
took waa that if the squatters wonld settle their difficulties 
with the com and agree upon whatever damages tho 
company should pay them, if any damages thore wore, tho 
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which was satisfactory to all the parties to that award, In 
this case, the reference was drawn by the solicitor acting 
for the equatters. We had nothing to do with that; and eo 
far as our conduct as arbitratora is concerned, when we 
were in the Qu’ Fae Valley, Ican only say that we 
worked as bard, I think, as we ever did bofore in our lives, 
We viewed all the improvements those men had made; and 
my hon. friend, as a practical man and a farmer, was very 
well fitted to look after their rights, while I, though acting 
on bebalf of tho Bell Farming Company, had no object in 
doing anything but what was right by the squatters, I 
have no hesitation in saying, a8 a lawyor, that I do not 
thiok they had even the shadow of a legal right. 1 do not 
say that in any spirit of bias sgainst them, for I have noth- 
ing against thom ; but my assertion has been borne out by 
every lawyer who has looked into their claims; and I ven- 
tare to assert that ifthe hon. member for Lambton (Mr. 
Lister) investigates them, he will find that, with one single 
exception, the case of # squatter named Thompson, 
these mon had no claim tw ao inch of tho on 
which they lived. But we did not enter into that arbitration 
on any such . We know that some of these men, at 
all ovents, thought that they wore right, and it was in that 
spirit tbat we entered upon our duties, So tar as tho award 
itself is concerned, I am satisfied that it is a liboral one, 
There were a few of the squatters who had no shadow of a 


Government would allow them, upon other Iand they 
might take up, the time they had spent upon the land of 
this company. was we understood, upon the 
principle that these men thought they were acting within 
tho Jaw, and this accounts for the fact that in the award 
that was made—a of which I have hero—the euges- 
tion was made by the arbitrators that the timo these 
mon had t apon the Boll Farming Company's !and 
should be allowed them. Woe had no intorost in inserting 
that clause, but did so in order to assist the squatters, if we 
could, I may add, to show the good faith in which we 
acted, that it was only a fow ms, tg this was mentioned 
to the hon. member for Lambton (Mr. Lister) by my 
hon. friend, and the hon. gentleman would not have known 
anything about it had he not learned it from my hon, friond. 


Motion agreed to. 
SECTION B ARBITRATION. 


Mr, CASEY moved for: 


‘opies of case submi section the Gor- 
ee aa the fememooentigd ively ; pb naggem be taken 
fore the arbitration, and of all the records of that arbitration cot 
already brought down. 

He said: The reason I think it desirable to got the copy 
of the case submitted by the Government, and that sabrait- 


ted by the contractors, is that in the nt of sab. 
mission, signed on behalf of the Government and the 
contractors, no particalars are mentioned, ex in regard 
to one part of the claims, which I may briefly describo as 
coming under the head of re-messuremont ro-classi tica- 
tion of the work, All the claims for consequential damages 
arising out of the delay in the completion of section 16 and 


right whatever. They merely came into tho Qu’A le 
Valley, and finding a fow squatters there who did think 
they had a right, they joined forces with them and wero 
quite content to remain there ox squatters, standing midway 
between Winnipeg and the Rocky Mountains, and by 
complaining of their all grievances, injured our country, 
Now, 1 do not t that my hon, friend has brought up 
Mr. Woon ( ville), 


1885 — Nor-West Farmer — Vol., 4, No. 1 — check for details 


1885 — March 5 - Qu’Appelle Vidette , an 


“COMMUNICATUIONS. Indian Head. It is said that the large hotel here is to be made use of as 
an agricultural college. How happy some of our farmers would be if they could only get hold of 
a pupil paying one hundred pounds premium and five dollars a week for his board. The college 
will be in connection with the Bell Farm; but a good many people seem rather doubtful whether 
a thorough knowledge of scientific farming is likely to be acquired on a farm of which the 
manager is an ex-lumber merchant, and the foreman is an ex-policeman.” 


1885 — March 7 — The Tasmanian, Launceston, Tasmania - p. 10 — FIELD reporter Robert Miller Christy’s Bell Farm article 
— fences with barbed wire — Christy visited the Bell Farm on Aug. 20, 1884 and signed the Visitors Register - # 55-56. 
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THE BELL FARM, ASSINIBOIA 


“Mr. Robert Miller Christy writes to the 
Field an interesting decription of a visit 
paid to theabove farm. At s time when 
the of wheat is, not only apparently 
but actually, lower than it has ever been 
before, it ee be a matter of great 
interest to English farmere and others to 
~_ So of the AC pier — on 
whic! ns are row 
this cereal in the much-talked of Cenakion 
North-west, aa alao something of the price 
at which it is confidently asserted this can 


be done. 
In the early part of July last I had 
occasion to from Winnipeg west- 


ee oS ekaainel Seige 
Oarr, out s “C n, 
a visit to the “ Bell 
Farm.” The following fact are gleaned 
partly from notes made upen the spot, and 
from imformation since supplied by 

or Boll. 

e Ball Farm lies upon the line of the 
Canadian Paciflco Railway, 312 miles west 
from Winnipeg,and close to the town and 
atation of Indian Head, in the Territory of 
Agsiniboian. It is the property of the 
Qu’appelle Valley Farming Company 
Limited, which was formed in the year 
1881, but takes it name from its able 
manager, Major W. B. Bell, who resides 
— the spot. The entire area contained 

thin the boundaries of the farm is 
64,000 acres, or 100 re comely miles; bat of 
this « number of sections are the property 
of the Husdon’s Bay Company, while 
others sre reserved by Government for 
educational pu , Bo that the area 
actually covered by the farm is not more 
than about 64,000 acres. 


s oa a tages os 
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When, on the 29th of April, 1882, the 
company obtained possession of the land by 
apecial Act of Parliament, it lay more than 
two hundred miles distant from the nearest 
railway station. The conditions under 
which such s large tract was made over to 
a single private company were that the 
phim ome 8 should have the land at the ex- 
ceeding)y low price of 1} dols, (58) per acre, 
on condition that not leas than 4000 acres 
were to be broken and brought under 
cultivation annually for five years, or 
20,000 acres in all; but these conditions 
have probably been found too irksome, for 
I understand that application is about 
to be made to Government for their 
cancellation. The general scheme of the 
company is to bring the land under cultiva- 
tion, dividing it up into about 258 
rate farms of 213 acres, each provided with 
a house and buildings. These farms 

then be offered for sale to the men who 
have charges of them, at a valuation price, 
payable in instalments overa term of years. 
At present the aclling price is from 12 dola. 
to 20 dols. per acre. The whole of the land 
ig intended ultimately for sale, though the 
home farm of about 20,000 acres might be 
retained by the company if found to be 
sufficiently profitable. In any case it is ex- 
pected to all under cultivation two 
years hence—i.c., at the end of 1886. 

Roughly speaking, his aysatem of farm- 
ing, when complete will be aa follows: 
Eeach “section,” or square mile, will be 
divided into three portions of 213 acres 
each, one of which it is intended to fallow 
yearly. While the company retains 
ene of the land, a foreman will 

sat over sbout every twelve farms or 
four sections. Iwill next speak of what 
has been and is being done. 
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The plough commenced to “ break” the 
rich black prairie soil on June 16, 1882, 
sendy fr cropping the following year. Ta 

or g the following a, 
the middle o Anguss the farm buildings 
were commenced. As early aa possible 
next spring onchalfof the broken ares was 
sown with oats, and the other half with 
wheat. Tho latter gave an average ag 
of 194 bushels per acre, and such of as 
waa solid (local demand taking nearly the 
whole of it for seed) realised on gy 
price of one cent over the dollar (46 2)d) 
per bushel. 


Some of the Ilaster-sown 


ee only in the Canadian North- 
wast, but also in many of the States of the 
Union much further to the south. In the 
aame year (1883) 4600 additional acres 
to Seta ane (1884) aout. (Poy oa 
) a acres 
were sown with wheat, 1200 with oata, and 
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before winter, and the entire year’s plough- 


ing was e to reach 12,000 acres, 

¢ whole of the ploughing is done with 
horses, of which 193 are now Tho 
major will not hear of steam used, 
urging (with much force) that, as he would 
require just as many horses as he now 
keeps to sow and reap his crops, they may 
just as well do the ploughing also, instead 
of standing idle for a good portion of the 
year while the ploughing is being done by 
steam. Tha p - used are all sulkies 
and gang-plougba, on which the men ride. 
Each turns more than one furrow to a 
depth of rather over threes inches, and each 
is required to travel sixteen miles a day ; 
indeed, it is said that twenty miles forma 
an ave day's work when no accident 
occurs, be width of the furrows is from 
eile tater Avw alone At ng tear 

visit forty-five were ing 
pr one hundred suse dsy. Breaking 
ia continued during the whole of the 
summer. After the sod has lain awhile to 
rot, the disc-harrows are passed over it 


—- 


, ou it up into lose 
cone Fs td arin read r 
t thing a ng. hd * 
8 is with on the farm. As 
much ae le of the stub 


statins 


is done the autumn, so tha’ 
roe gh gm the eg ot agg rg 
te departure ng. 

done with broadcast ers, akind of com- 
bination between drill and barrows, Last 
year twanty-two self-binders by Deering. 
of Chicago, wero used in in the 
crops; but tothese there have this year 
been added twenty-five more by an excellent 
Canadian firm, the Messrs. Harris, of 
Brantford, making forty-seven in all. 
About sixty head ef cattle and some pigs 
are at present kept upon the farm. a 
barb wire, so common on the prairies, is 


largely used for fencing. 
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To me the major's statements as to what 
it coat him to produce a bushel of wheat 
were of chief interest, aa doubtleas they 
will be to most readers. He assured me 
that, as near as he could calculate, the 


cost te him of growing and placing on the 
rail at Indian each bushel of wheat 
that he uces is from 30c. to 33c. (la dd 


to ls 44d), which he also estimates to be 
# per cent. lower than the cost to tha 
abhi area yey ‘a3 aays i oe 
mors t ‘oftofpo. to 4 us 
is paid for manual labour. Ae tke, resent 
time the freight from Indian Head to 
Montreal (1746 miles) is 320, (1s 4d) per 
bushel, but it will be lower next year, and 
Major Bell is confident that when, two 
years hence, the whole of his home farm ia 
under the plough he will be able t» lay 
prime hard “ Red Fyfe" wheat, of the 
excellent quality usually produced in the 
north-west, down in Liverpool ata eost 
rice of 75c. (33 14d) per bushel, or 6dol. 
25s) per quarter, or even lower. 


The following calculations, though they 
may not give any very valuable results, 
will be interesting, aa aho the nig 57 
tude of the operations which Maj 1 
carries on. A plough having a single ahare 
only, cutting 12in. wide, would require to 
travel eight and a quarter miles in order to 
plough an acre. If the whole of this year's 
ploughing were to be done with one such 
plough, it would require to travel 99,000 
miles, or about four and one-eighth times 
round the globe, which sy ocoupy 
neatly sixteen and a half years at the rate 
of two acres per day, or nearly thirty-three 
yeara if oxen were used, and one acre a day 
only were ploughed. If a siugle team were 
to have started to cut this year’s crope with 
& 5Sft.-swarth machine, and to have 
travelled twanty miles per day, they would 
have taken 677 days to accomplish the 
work. When the entire home farm is 
under cultivation, the estimated yield of 
wheat will be upwards of half a million 
bushels, which would require a train con- 
sisting of over one thousand of the ordinary 
grain-cars to carry itall away. 
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1885 — March 12 - Qu’Appelle Vidette — Letter from Ebznbo about Bell Farm, and mentions Mr. Spearman as Bell Farm 
foreman. 


“Letters to the Editor. — [We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions expressed by 
correspondents. — Ed.] 


Indian Head. To the Editor of the Vidette: 


We have in our midst an individual who undertakes to make personal attacks upon someone 
every week, especially members of the municipal board. It seems to be a tremendous grievance 
to his highly cultivated composition that the electors of Indian Head should elect such a lot of 
green men as he is pleased to call them. In places where | have lived in Ontario and Manitoba 
the Clerk was considered the proper person to publish the proceedings of the municipal board 
for the benefit of the electors; but no doubt, the Clerk has requested our worthy correspondent 
to report the proceedings for him, seeing that he has such a giant intellect, and is such a mighty 
man with the pen. And he goes on to tell us that the large hotel owned by the Bell Farming 
Company is going to be turned into an agricultural college, and also that a good many people 
are doubtful whether scientific farming can be acquired on a farm where the manager is an ex- 
lumber merchant and the foreman an ex-policeman. No doubt the manager and foreman were 
not born under such favourable circumstances as our correspondent — with a silver spoon in his 
mouth or a Latin grammar in their hand. Major Bell rose from a lumber merchant to manager of 
one of the largest farms in Minnesota, and the farm payed well under his management; and | 
consider it shows enterprise in the Major in rising to the position he now holds. As for the 
foreman, Mr. Spearman, | can say nothing, only he must have a little more energy now than 
some around the Head, or he would not be foreman of the Bell farm. He winds up his article by 
saying that chess is becoming very popular in the village, and that there are some fair players 
(one, | suppose he meant). Who plays chess? Why, our respected correspondent can be found, 
when he is not composing articles for the press with one of his much-despised municipal 
officers. Ebznbo 


1885 — March 13 — St. Paul Glove — Bell Farm Flour Mill, erected by Pray Manufacturing 


“Quite a number of millwrights have lately gone out of the city, and as spring opens and 
millwright work increases outside, the number will undoubtedly increase. The Pray 
Manufacturing company this week sent a crew of eight to Indian Head, in Manitoba, where it is 
building a mill. Among the number was M. McDonald, foreman, and Messers. Griffin, Chapman, 


“ 


Rose, Collins and Griffin. ..... 


1885 — Aberdeen Press and Journal, p. 9 (as report 11 May, 1937) —James Duncan, blacksmith — may also have worked 
as blacksmith at the Bell Farm, as he did at Qu’Appelle with the Transport Service headed by Major Bell: 


“Mr. James Duncan, who went to Canada in 1882, lived a life of great activity there 
and was prominent in business and other spheres. In the North-West Rebellion in 
1885 he served as veterinary and blacksmith under Major Bell, of Indian Head, and 
saw much service. Settling in Melita, Manitoba, he established a farm implement 
business, gave excellent service in the Town Council, was President of the Board of 
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Trade, and was prominent in church work as an elder and Sunday school 
superintendent. He was a Justice of the Peace and a past grand master of the Grand 
Lodge of Manitoba of Oddfellows. Mr. Duncan, who was eighty years of age, is 


survived by Mrs. Duncan.” 


TT OT aE EET IS ees | 


THE FUTURE “GRANARY OF THR 
WORLD." 


An interview with Major Boll, 


[From the L’all Mall Gazette. | 


The queation of wheat production In the 
Canadian Northwest has lately been receiving 
emaiderable attention, expecially with re- 
ferenco to ita effect on English farming; and 
wo have taken tho opportunity, therefore, of 
the presence in London of Major Bell, the 
manager of what fa probably the biggent farm- 
ing concern In the workd, to learn the results 
of his experience and his views of ita probable 
effect on the mother country. Tho Bell Farm, 
belonging to the Qu’ Appello River Farming 
company, consiata of 64,000 acres, of which 
rome 12,090 were under cultivation last year. 
Dy a fortunate coincidence, Professor ‘Tanner 
was with Major Hell when our repreroniativa 
called. Professor 'lanner knows Major Bell's 
furtn well, and was ablo to confirm in every 
particulne what ita manegor anid. Tho gist 
of tho conversation, which well dewrves tho 
attention of all who are Interested In British 
agriculturg, is given below :— 

TILE MGORST TIELD At TI LOWRBT CoHT, 


eee ee 


1885 — March 13 — Montreal Gazette, p. 7 — Interview with Major Bell (from Pall Mall Gazette) — in 11 parts 


THB MGORST YIELD Af THM LOWRAT COXT. 
‘When Professor Tanner went over tho 
farm with me in the aummer of 1883 [ show. 
ed him our best 1,000 acrea ancl he estimated 
their yield at 34 buehela an acre. ‘Tho pro- 
fessor wasn true prophet, for those 1,000 
acres have ylolded oxarfly 35,000 bushels, 
Our average yield ovor the whule furm {# from 
256 to 30 busheluanacre, Ax to the cost of 
tiction, the figures Iam going to give 
you are strictly inclusive; not only are Inbor 
aud maintenance of all kinds reckoned In, but 
an allowance of 20 per ceut. ix mace for de- 
preciation of stock and implemonts. [ want 
t» insist on this, because some of my friends 
whon they publish theic figures aro not quite 
necurate; one will leave cut feeding, another 
will make no allowance for depreciation, 
Well, when all is told—and how we toll it [ 
will show you in a minute or bwo—it apponrs 
that we can have our wheat ready for shipment 
ata cost of 34 centa per bushel—that Is nearly 
in, Sl of your money, ‘The only thing lo bo 
wtded isthe freight; and as to that, the 
m neger of the Canadian Paclile railroal— 
which w "tl be tho biggest monopoly in the 
world bei. * long—authorizes mo to say that 
next year! cost of freight from Winnipeg 
to Liverpou. vill be not more than 1s, a bus- 
hel. ‘To this you muat add nine or ten conta 
a bushel for the transit to Winnipeg, 80 as to 
bring up tho freight from Indian Head sta- 
tion (in the contre of the tarm Innda) to Livor- 
ool to lls. a quarter. ‘I'hoso are the facts; 

luave you to draw your conclusions." 


HOW IT 318 DONE.—GOOD LAND GRATIS, 
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good solid advantages to start with."’ 
‘TUR BLESSINGS OF PROTECTION.’ 


es ware Ju ww wuiwy vvur WES FTE re 
HOW IT 18 DONE.—GOOD LAND GRATIS, 


Considering that at this rate Canadian 
wheat conld be Iauded at Liverpool nt 228. or 
24.8 quarter,and romembering that the Muglish 
farmer cries out when hoecannot get more 
than 33. n quarter, our representative drow 
the conclusion that the outlook fur the British 
fnimer was not very lively. Major Boll 
hastened, however, to add that no particular 
credit was due to the Canadian farmers for 
these remarkable results. ‘In the first 
place." he said, ‘we have no rent to pny. 
Our land has cost us about Ga. an acro, In fee 
simple; but then you mu<t remember that 
we had to go ‘far west,’ fur it, All the guod 
Jand near railways has been taken already, 
and costs now about 60s. an acre. But two 
years agu there was nota house within two 
or three hundred miles of us, And the Iand 
is as good as it is cheap, and we not only have 
no rent to pay, but we have no manure bill 
to runup. And then thero’s the climate, 
which is justas good as it can be. Those arc} | 


‘( TUR BLESSINGS OF PROTKCTION.' 


‘‘What about taxes? Why, they are a 
mere bagatelle, araeunting perhaps to 2d. an 
acre." ** But dines that include the taxes you 
pay in the shape of protection 7'' asked our 
representative, ‘ Protection,’’ replied Major 
Bell, “is another of our advantages. Take 
vur farm implemonts ; wel), Profussor Tanner 
will tell you that I am quite right in calling 
them the best in the world, but they, like the 
land, are as cheap as they are good, I can soon 
show you how the thing works, When the 
duty was first imposed on imported imple- 
ments we certainly bad uphill work. They 
were s0 dear that we could not make them 
properly fur ourselves. ‘The Americans had 
had plenty of experience in working prairic 
lands and knew exactly what was wanted; 
we did not. Well, but what happened? 
Why every big Amorican manufacture sset 
up a branch house ia Canada, and at tho pre- 
sent momentjwe can buy all our implements 
in our own country (and Canadian + binders,’ 
in particular, are the best in the world) at 
American prices, What is the difference be- 
tween dodging our duties and removing 
them? Why just this; thatall the capital 
eanployed in inanufacturing the implements 
circulates in the Dominion instead of In the 
States, and to a Canadian that is just all the 
difference in the world. Inan old country 
have free trade by all* means; but in « new 
one depend upon it that protection is the 
greatest of blessings,’ i 


YARMING BY TRLEPIIONE, 
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a _ ieeaidicaidimioad — Suid 
FARMING BY TRLEPIIONE, 


“Cheap and good lIand—unlimited eun— 
bountiful protection: thuse are the natural 
advantages off new country, and you can 
never match us there. Une feature that is 
somewhat novel perhaps in our management 
is the cmployment of the telephune, At 
ight o'clock overy evening I press my but- 
ton, and put myself into communication with 
my diviwional foremen. I give thom perhaps 
ten minutes each, but in each case the othurs 
hear what lam saying, though they are 4 or 
5 miles apart both from one another; every 
man must carry out my orders, right or 
wrong ; if be doos not, off he guos, Kvory 
horse, too, has its appointed task act every 
evening, 16 to 20 miles a day; but here I an 
more merciful, and ifa horse gives out, why 
the foreman only has to go to his 
telephone and tell moof itand I reduce 
the animal's task, taking off two miles 
a day perhaps. The whole machine 
is worked in this way as casily by n 
Singlo overseer as if it were o matter of 
Uurteen and not of 13,000  ncres; 
and atl the discussion} about the compara. 
“ve advantages of large and small farming is 
really rather out of date, for the teluphune 
enables you to combine thum beth. ‘lhe 
telephone—and federation, which ts quite ax 
Applicnbly, | assure you, to farms as to States, 
Every 200 eres has a coltageu on it, witha 
man living In it rent feos and having charge 
of horace. ‘This systum gives ts an 
immense pull over other furma, such nea 
Dalrytaple's, tho noxt biggust to ours, which 
are worked froma single centre, xo thata 
team will have to yo four or five miles per- 
haps to get to its work: that is shuer waste. 
These homesteads aro grouped Into divisions, 
of which there are five on the farm alteguther, 
with a divisional foroman responstblo fur eau. 
Ths men a, in cach division report 
every day to the fureman,aud the foremun ro- 
port tome, Local matters aro loft to them ; 
imperial concerns aro reserved fur mo at 
iny telephone." 


'}THMIN STRENGTH 19 TO BIT STILL?’ 
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‘STHMIN STRENGTH 19 TO BIT BTILL.’’ 


The telephone unables us to annihilate 
spice, MAchInery to econvinize labor, It jx 
the horses who work our farm, not the men. 
They dmw the seeder, the harrow, tho plough, 
the blader, the mun morely sit behind aud 
guldey the (cam: +their strongth is to ult 
Kull.’ ‘Chis ts the eecrué uf such uf our success 
as you will goon seo, Kor instance, there ts 
an idea in somo quarters that it may be pos. 
wible ty run Tudia against the Nurilweat, an 
the ground of the cheapness of Inbur tn the 
former country, Well, wo give our men 
long hours—from 7 om. tod p. in; but 
then, asf have cokl you, it js very ight 
work, and we pay them high wages. [ am 
all for high wagee. ‘To get good men and 
Bive them goud wages lo what pays best jn 
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the long run. Wo pay on tho average about | 
ao, aweek (and howe froo), and in India 
they ray thoy can get labor for id. a dny. 
Bat then Juat lonk at tho differenco in the 
quantity of lahot required. Ono of our 
* binders,’ for Inatanco, dooa the work of filly 
Indiana, and we run altogothor fifty bindora, 
of an aggregato = 12,600 Indians power. 
And, besides, think how much we gain too 
by the apeod of our work In boing abla to lake 
the grain just exactly at tho bent time. Our 
100 mon can work somo olght hutidred or ono 
thousand acrona day. Your Indian may be 
all very well at cotton, but I doubt If he will 
over beat a nt whent,"’ 


FARMING AND BOOK-KARRMING. 
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FARMING AND NOOK-KRKMING. 


1 Teaid just now," continued Major Holl 
‘tthat you might rely on my Oguree, and now 
I will toll yon why.’’ Major ell disclosed 
a“ Labor Return onthe Hell Farm''—an 
elaborate suminary of every item of expondi- 
ture during tho year, whieh wo wish wo had 
room to reproduce entire, for It could be reli. 
ed upon (as Professor ‘Tanner anid) to & make 
the hate ef any farmer In Uhe three kingdoms 
Rtand on end."' Kvery ovening when the 
work in the flelds in over Bell Farm becomes 
one vast book-keoping ontablixhmont, Hach 
homestom! reporta ita expondituro to tho 
divisional foreman, and Gio divisional fore. 
man roport the totala lo headquartera, Kach 
week the headquarters stall tabulates tha re- 
turma inton weekly sheet. Tho wookly ro- 
turns aro next tabulated Into a monthly re- 
turn, and finally the monthly returns Into 
an annual return, Ilece is a wimntl section of 
the return for the year 1845-84, which Major 
Boll kindly lont wa 
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Thecombhor....ce08 27.18 U.60 12 
SAUNUITY co eeeces bole oe 
Februnvy 4. O.62 .60 4 
March os oe . SO310 27.40 4 
April. oes oe 1 ADH SL 6°Ht «1,100.60 
May... soo, 181,08 74.7% 176,60 
d ane “eeee , 
Jul y ** -#*e 
AUMUND adc. dae ie ar $ 
Heprombor,. cc... 2206.01 O72.87 Roo 
Uoluber, ... .. ,00H,41 1,202.41 722,60 
Total, » U4.77 2,408,087 4,072,560 
—— INVA - 
Man. Matut’e. Horne. 
Noyomber ..,., 40,41 1; 
Dreembor sss. s0,04 1; 
Januny « sepeeuer d0,67 12 
Pebruary yg ses v8.11 1260 
Morel .... cesses HO.00; v2.60 
April... ** enter ] 18.04 td 
Muay eeunrree 8a a7 ee 
Jung eeenece 70.40 s4.76 1 
JUy nce. ov-vevce. 103.86 41.46 8 
AvgUal 2... cease 110.2 45.84 ] 
Hep “mbur, . wretene 130.4; 40.00 
tobur. acugeses KS.0 stag 
Total 06242 $s0.04 17 
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Total 06242 $s0.04 17 
"The figures are of course in dollars and conts. 
There are altogother twonty-seven henda, in- 
cluding, besides ** wheat’? aud + hnple- 
ments" given above, stich things aa (tax ' 
‘Conta,’ roots” (telephone? wood," 
and so forth. ‘Tho last stage of all in to ap- 
portion the expenditure thus  suaunarized 
either to (1) capital account on the one hand, 
or to (2) the three staples, wheat, flax, and 
oats respoctively, on the other, aud it is thus 
that Major Boll is able to say oxnetly, «divid- 
ing the totals thur obiained by his ontput, 
what his cost of production is. Decidedly, If 
thix kind of book-keeping is desimble, the 
land of England wants “ more braing’’ as 
well ax “more money" to be pnt into it. 
And Major Bell holds Ghat his system is not 
morely desirable, butcssontial, « Why, it is 
Ure conclnaion,"' he said, «fof tho whole 
matter. Depend upor it that in theso days 
farming can only be made to pay by being 
placed on a thorough business basis. ‘Tho 
reason why 80 many farmers lose money in 
becanso they can never tell at a given mo- 
ment what they are sponding; they lose 
money because they don't know it till it's 
alrendy lost, ‘Che question for English fur- 
mera, it seems to mu, In: Can they hope to 
compete with Canadian wheat produced at a 
cost of 228, to 238. a quarter (profit not coun- 
ted)? Ifnot, why do they not como over 
and join us in Canada 7’ 


THR OUTLOOK YOR ENGLISH FARMERS, 
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TUR OUTLOOK YOR ENGLISH FARMERS. 

“*'This year, indeed," Major Bell added, 
'' wo shall not gond you more tinn threo or 
four million bushela ; but then you mast re- 
member Unat two years ago there was not a 
house within two or three hundred miles of 
us, and in five years more we shall be sending 
you fifteen or twenty millions, ‘The 
wheat trade of tho work! is inovi- 
tably falling into our hands, ‘Twenty 
years ago the Enstern States from New York 
to Iilinois were exporting wheat; to-day thoy 
are linporting it; and in another bwenty yours 
the Western States which ary now oxporting 
will bw our customers too. ‘hat Isso far 
oul for the English farmers, no donbt ; but 
uf that Line we shall be able to serve you 

1, and you will be no better off We have 
no iron, and we shall not sce other industries 
encroaching on agriculture as ia the case in 
the States, No, wheat is our gapecialty, and 
wu Sr come in time tu supplying the 
worid, 


THe “GRANARY OF TIME WoRLD'’ AND THE COLO- 
NIAL QURHTION, 
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Tita "' GRANAKY OF TILE WORLD"? AND THE COLO- 
NIAL QUESBTION, 


“* Porhaps you do not believe it: but don 
yon must romember what Sir John Mac- 
donald énya, that the English know no more 
bout Canada than a cudtish duces about conic 
sections. ‘Theru ix the ocean betwoun you 
and us, and only an imaginary Iino betweon 
us nnd the United States ; but Americans and 
Canadians aro as different for all that as oil 
and water, and we should rise in arins ngalust 
any encroachment of America as cagerly us 
wo volunteer against any oncmiles of England. 
You have given usa succession of oxceulluut 
Governor-Gunorals, that is something. Lord 
Lansdowne {6 doing capltally, and you never 
understood in England how much we liked 
Lord Lorne for his own snke ; lo was a worthy 
sucuessor to Lord Dufferin, and what mure 
noud one gay ? But woe want something mora 
than geod Governor-Cloneral, and Karl (ray's 
suggested colonial council of ndvice would be 
acapital beginning; but whatever scheme 
you inay select, any prico I should have 
thought was worth paying in ordor to proserve 
to vr lige Empfro the granary of the 
world, 

——— 
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1885 — March 18 — Indianapolis State Sentinel, p. 16 - Report on the Bell Farm (also in the Martinsville Weekly Gazette, 
p. 3 (Indiana) 


The Great Canadian Farm, 

The interviewer of the Pall Mall Gazette 
gives the po tof a conversation he has 
had with Major Bell, of the Ja'appelle River 
Farming Company, said to be the bigest 
farming concern in the world. Major ell, 
who has special c of Bell farm in the 
Canadian northwest, states that of tne © 4,000 
acres of which the farm consists, | |.000 acres 
were under cultivation last year. The aver- 
ege yield of over 1,000 acres was twenty-' ve 
to thirty bushels an acre, and the crop can 
be vot ready for shipment at acost to the 

rodzcer of thirty four cents. The freight 

rom Winnipeg to Liverpool by the Canadian 
Pacific will next year not be more than one 
shilling, Some other charges remain to be 
added, but, after all allowances were mu. te, 
it was caloolated that in 155 it will be 
pessible to land northwest wheat in Liver- 
pool at not over twenty-two or twenty-three 
shilli a quarter. Major [tell isexceedinely 
hopefal of the future of the northwest. Ino 
his own words he tage: ‘This year, indee!, 
we shall not send you more thao three or 
four million bushels; but then, you must 
remember that two years aco there was not 
a house within two or three hundred mile of 
us, and in five years more wa shall be send- 
ing you fifteen er twenty millions. The 
wheat trade of the world is inevitably falling 
into our hands. Twenty years azo the East- 
ern States. from New \ork to lilinois, were 
| exporting wheat; today they are importing 
it. and in another twenty years the Western 
States, which are now exporting will be our 
customers, too. That is so far good for the 
English farmer, no doubt; but by that time | 
we shall be able to serve you all, and you 
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will be better off. We have no iron, and we 
spall not see other industries encroaching on 
agricuiture, as is the care in the States. No, 
wheat is ourspecialty, and we shel! come in 
time to supply the world.” 


ee O—eE 


97 kb 
1885 — March 19 - Qu’Appelle Vidette p. __, col, 2 & 3 — comments on Bell Farm reports in VIDETTE 
“In last week’s VIDETTE there appears a letter from one of a set here who regard anything 


said against the Bell Farm as blasphemy. | do not get my instructions from the clerk of the 
council, and no one knows what | have said in my weekly correspondence until the VIDETTE 
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appears. If “Ebznbo” objects to my statements, let him show that they are false. He must 
hold very curious opinions if he considers our councillors to be old, experienced hands, or 
that a knowledge of scientific farming is likely to be acquired on the Bell Farm. However 
unpleasant it may be to men like “Ebznbo,” | mean to speak out the truth; and as long as | 
stick to the truth | feel sure that | need have no fear of such individuals as “Ebznbo.” 


1885 — March 19 — Brandon Mail, p. 3 — Agricultural College at Bell Farm 


“GLEANINGS. It is reported that the Bell Farm Company have under consideration a scheme to 
convert the Bell farm into an Agricultural college for the Northwest territories. Major Bell has 
gone to England in the interests of this movement.” 


1885 — March 19 — Brandon Sun, p. 1— Dr. Edwards discussed Bell farm visit in 1884 with British Assoc. 


“Dr. James Edmunds, who was with the British Association excursion party last summer, in an 
address to a London (Eng.) audience, speaks of the Bell Farm as follows: 


‘During the 1884 season the Bell farm has raised 130,000 bushels of grain grown on 6,000 
acres. The acreage and crop are expected, in 1885, to be double that of last season. Major 
Bell gives the cost of raising wheat and delivering it free on board the cars at Indian Head as 
follows: labour 7c.. horses $0.036, maintenance of labourers, $0.033, seed, interest on 
capital, and depreciation on the value of stock 20c, making a total at the point of shipment of 
34c. per bushel, or $2.72 per quarter. To this must be added $2.73, or 341/3 per bushel, the 
cost of transportation to Liverpool, which will leave a liberal margin of profit on the capital 
invested even at the present low quotations.” 


1885 — March 21 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— Telephone at Bell Farm, and Dalrymple farm comments (also 
printed in the Sandusky Daily Register, Ohio, April 26, 1885, p. 3; and in the Lincoln Daily Evening News, Nebraska, April 
28, 1885, p. 2; and the Winchester Journal, Indiana, July 8, 1885, p. 4; and the Honolulu Daily Pacific Commercial 
Advertiser, Hawaii, July 12, 1885, p. 4; and Cincinnati Commercial Gazette, April 6, 1885, p. 2); also the Oshkosh Daily 
Northwestern, Wisconsin, 30 April, 1885, p. 21; 
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PRONE IN FARMING, 
of Bell Farm (Qu’Appelle 
River Farming Company, Canada), con- 
sisting of 13,000 acres ander cultivation, 
gave a London journalist the following 
description of the uae of the telophons sm 
farming:—‘‘Ono featuro that is somewhat 
novel, perhaps, in our management, is 
the employment of tho telephone. A$ 
o'clock every evening 1 prees my button 
und put myself in communication with 
my divisional foremen. I give thom 
perhaps ten minutes cach, but in each 
case the others hear what J am saying, 
though they ore four or Ove miles 
apart, both from mo and from one an- 
other. Bvery man must carry out 
‘ny ordera, right or wrong; if he docs 
not, off he yous. Every horse, too, haa 
its appointed task set every evening, six- 
teen t6 twenty miles nway ; but here I 
ain more merciful, and if a horse giyes 
out, why, the foroman only has to go to 
his telephone and tell me of it, and 1 re- 
ducs the animal's task, taking off two 
miles a day perhaps, The whole machine 
is worked in this way as easily by a single 
overseer as if 1b wer ao matter of thirteen 
and not of 13,000 acres ; and al) the dis- 
cussion about the comparutive advantages 
of large and smal) farming is really rather 
out of date, for the telephone enables you 
to combine the buth. The telephone— 
and federation, » hich is quite apphenble, I 
assure you, to Inrmers na te states, Every 
200 acres has a cottage on it, with a man 
living in it rent free, and having char go 
of three horses. ‘Thus aystem gives us an 
immerse pull over other farms, such as 
Dalrymple’s, the next biggest to ours, 
which wre worked from a single ccntre, 
80 bhat a tenm will have to go four or five 
miles Lo get to its work ; that js sheer 
waste, These homesteads are grouped 
into diyisions,,of which there are ve on 
the farm nltogether, with a divisional 
foreutay responsible for cach. The men 
employed in eavh division report ovury 


? 
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day to the foreman, and the foremen 


report to me, Loca) matters are left fo 
them ; imperial concerne are a 


for me at my telephone.” 
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1885 — March 21 — Martinsville Weekly Gazette, Indiana, p. 3 — Bell Farm — extract based on Pall Mall Gazette 
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i 
The Great Canadian Farm. 


The interviewer of the Pall Mail Gasette 
givee the purport of a conversation be has 
bad witn Major Beil, of the Qu'apoelle River 
Farming Cowpany, said to be 1 L 
farming oopocerp in the worid. 4 
who has special charge of Beil farm in the 
Canadian northwest, states that of tne 51,000 
acres of wh:ch the farm cunri-ts, 13 000 sores 
Were under cultivation inst year. The aver- 
age yleld of aver 1,000 sores was twenty-five 
to thirty bachele an acre, and the crop can 
be gut ready for shipment at acost to the 
producer of thirty four cents. The freight 
from Wionipeg to Liverpoo! by the Cavadian 
Pacific wiil next year not be more than one 
ebilling. Some other charges remain to be 
added, but, alter ail allowances were made, 
it wes calculated that in 1886 it will be 
possible to laad northweet wheat in Liver- 
pool at not over twenty-two or twenty-three 
abillings a quarter. Mejor Bell isexoeedingly 
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hopefal of tbe future of the northwest. In 
his own words hetavs; ‘Thies year, indeed 
ve shall not send you more than three or 
four miiion bosbeis; but then, you must 
remember that two yeare ago there waa not 
« house within two or three bundred mile of 
ns. and in five years more we sbali be send- 
ing you fifteen er twenty miilions, The 
wheat trade of the wo:ld is inevitably falling 
into our hands. Twenty years aco the East- 
ern Btates. from New York to lilinois, were 
exporting wheat; to day they are imvortirg 
it; and in another twenty years the Western 
States, which are now exporting wili be our 
oustomers, too, That is so far good for the 
Evglish farmer, no doubt; but by that time 
we ehall be able to serve you all, and you 


' will be better off. We have no iron, and we 


sball not see other industries encroaching on 
agricuitore, as ia the care in the dtates. No, 
wheat ls ourspecialty, and we saball come in 
time to supply the world.” 
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1885 — March 24 — Regina Leader — p. 2 & 4— Major Bell, manager, Interviewed 


(from the Pall Mall Gazette)” — see March 13 — Montreal Gazette — better quality scan 


1885 — March 24 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 3 — Bell Farm crop mentioned in “Our Wheat” article 


“OUR WHEAT - Comparison of the Northwest with India as a producer -.... elevators have 


” 


Indian Head, 60,000 bushels, by the Bel 


1885 — March 24 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 4 — Bell returns from England; heads to Qu’Appelle 


“PERSNAL MENTION. — Major Bell, manager of the Bell farm, who has just returned from 


England, left for Qu’Appelle this morning.” 


1885 — March 25 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Bell back from trip to England 


“CITY AND PROVINCE. — Major Bell has arrived back from his trip to England.” 


1885 — March 26 — Brandon Mail, p. 8 — carpenters off to Indian Head to help build Bell’s Grist / Flour Mill 


“A number of carpenters left for Indian Head where they are to work on the construction of the 
new grist mill of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company.” 


1885 — North-West Rebellion / Uprising / Conflict / Resistance — occurred between March 26 and June 3, 1885 
1885 — March 26, - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 


[ “Riel Trouble” Lots of news, including “some 96 NWMP stopped at Fort Qu’Appelle on route to the 


Saskatchewan District” securing supplies etc. ] — check for details 


1885 — March 27 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Bell Farming Company annual meeting and new directors. 
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“CITY AND PROVINCE — At the annual meeting of the Bell Farming Company, on Wednesday, 
the old officers and directors were re-elected, and Mr. Thistle, of Ottawa, and Mr. Towner, of 
Toronto, were added to the board. The annual report was read and adopted. The meeting 
adjourned till April 8.” 


1885 — March 27 — Winnipeg Daily Times, 44-45 - The North West Rebellion - Supplies 


“The Hudson Bay Co. are furnishing the supplies, and are doing it most thoroughly. Chief Factor 
Adams personally superintending the work. A strong force was busily engaged all last night 
packing and fixing up the necessary material, and this morning six car loads of provisions and 
supplies, consisting of bacon, biscuit, tea, coffee, sugar, rice, canned goods, and general 
groceries, blankets, etc. were loaded and ready for transportation. Two hundred pairs of 
moccasins have also been furnished. Beside this, eight car loads of oats and four car loads of 
pressed hay were loaded. A larger quantity of the latter would have been taken, but that there 
is an unlimited supply at Qu’Appelle. Although orders were only furnished night before last, the 
H. B. Co. have furnished forage for the teams at the different stations between Qu’Appelle and 
Humboldt, and beyond that point, the necessary hay and oats will be furnished in advance of 
the troops. Two hundred and forty teams of horses with the necessary vehicles, will also be 
provided by the Hudson’s Bay Co., and Mr. Wm. Clark, who is in charge of this department, has 
already secured all that is necessary. There will be 140 teams taken from Winnipeg, and 100 
more will meet the force at Qu’Appelle. Of these, forty will probably be supplied from the Bell mM — 
Farm, although their doing so would greatly interfere with the spring seeding on that mammoth 
institution. There is no snow in the west; waggons* will be used for transporting the men to the 
scene of action.” 


1885 — March 27 — Extracts from Sir John Lister-Kaye Diary (transcript by Hugh Henry) 


Friday, March 27 

1:24 a.m. go to Station Hotel, awake(?) at 7 a.m. start on St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba R.R at 8:15 a.m. 
Wheat firm(?) & higher on War ramps England and Russia. Talk of Russia — Turkish alliance. Lord Dufferin 
advises treaty with Constantinople. Dine or rather luncheon at Grand Forks. Arrive Winnipeg 7:00, find 90" 
Reg. and some cavalry starting off with General Middleton for Qu’Appelle where they will branch off to march 
220 miles direct north to Fort Carlton which is in hands of Riel. After dinner am introduced to Mr. Everts 
[Hermann Eberts], secretary & treasurer to Bell Farming Co. tells me Mr. Nelson master mason Winnipeg will 
undertake my work. For lumber F ? Banks, Mr. F. Patton Man’r [manager] will sell about $17 per 1,000 ft. Mr. 
Kerr, Passenger agent C.P.R. will tell me of carpenter, will send at 2 cents per mile, about $7 to Balgonie. He 
considers 1,250 lbs. animals to be worth $165 in Ottawa and to be best - $15 Ottawa to Balgonie. C.P.R. give 
through rate from east. Arrange with them, Buford Sulky Plough is best. Mast Buford & Burwell, J.H. Burwell 
sec & treas. St. Paul, refer to Bell - for harness S. Borbridge & Co. Ottawa $23 per set, 57 sets supplied last year. 
MacGregor Bros. horse dealers Winnipeg, reliable men. Van Horne declares R.R. to be through September 22. 
He will give rates 25 cents per bushel Winnipeg to Liverpool, so through rate Balgonie to Liverpool 31 cents per 
bushel. Everts [Eberts] takes us on to Club and puts us up for 10 stags(?) Excellent glass of sherry, some talk 
and go over to hotel, very well satisfied. 


1885 — March 28 — Winnipeg Free Press, p. 1 - - Teamsters from Indian Head go to Qu’Appelle. 


“ AT QUAPPELLE - Qu’Appelle, March 27. — Thirty teams have just arrived from Fort Qu’Appelle. 
Forty-five more will come in the morning, and thirty from Indian Head and Regina to transport 
the troops and ammunition. A special has just passed through to Broadview to bring the 
Mounted Police here.” 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
1885 — March 30 — The London Standard, p. 2 — proposed Anglican Farm between Bell Farm and Qu’Appelle 


“HOME and FOREIGN AGRICULRURE. .... Dr. Anson, Bishop of Assiniboia, is turning his 
attention to the establishment of a Church Collegiate Farm for intending Colonists who are 
members of the Church of England. Some excellent land for the farm has been purchased, close 
to the town of Qu’Appelle, within a few miles of the great Bell Farm at Indian Head.” 


1885 — March 31 — Winnipeg Daily Times, p. 75-76 — Help from Indians refused 


“Col. Herchmer has left Regina for Battleford via Swift Current, from whence there is a trail. He 

has a force of seventy men with him and will push ahead as rapidly as possible. The scouts who 

are to precede the expedition from this point number eighteen, and are composed, with two 

exceptions, of white men, several being from Stonewall. The other two are halfbreeds. A Pe 
number of the Indians who helped to recover the horses stolen from the Bell Farm last summer 

offered their services but they were refused. Capt. French will command them. There is still a 

great demand for teams.” 


1885 — March 31 — Winnipeg Daily Times, p 79 — Letter from Major Bell to Eberts, at Indian Head 


“Mr. Eberts received a letter this morning from Major Bell, in which it was stated that Piapot nei 
and his tribes are quiet, and no trouble is anticipated. The Major states that the resources of 

the farm were largely drawn upon in furnishing the transportation equipment for the 

volunteers.” 


1885 — March - Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
160 March 13, | Milton ...Paddy Fort Qu’Appelle Saskatchewan 
1885 


1885 — April 1 — Mayor Bell appointed to Transport Office, Qu’Appelle (as reported in 1886 Sessional Paper No. 80 
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Territories, 1885—Order of the House of Commons, 31st March, 1886. 


Lt.-Col. unattached .....000ccceeees sscees ceeeeree 
Lieut. Governor General's Foot Guards. 


H. Keigham 
. White 


° wesenne esceosconian 
.|Lieutenant Royal Military Co! 

43rd Battalion, Supply Officer. .. a 
Warden Manitoba Penitentiary Major General Middleto 
Non-combatant.... a do do 


do do 


SSSSSSSSSSesssezs 
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HUGENE O. PANET, 


vis 


sens eoseevere to August 31, 1885, 
“ 1885. 


absence 


Mrmrr1a Orricers and Non-combatarts appointed as Transport and Supply Officers during the campaign in the North-West’ 


June 
April 15, 1885. 
May 27, 1885. 
Sal heey 12, 1885) 
July 25, 1885. 
August t0, 1885. 
September 12, 1885 
August 31, 1885 
December 12, 1885 
November 30, 1885. 
September 36, 1886 
aoe a tek 
ugus 
aly 31, 1885. 
August mn 1885, 
lo 


July 31, 1885. 
July 17, 1885. 
July 8, 1885. 

June 29, 1886. 
July 24, 1885. 


August 21, 1885. 
a é4|Acting Sepply Officer ty 
c at) in 
4 PM J. Feron || 


“wH0}01\ 6F 
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[NOTE: See entry about 2/3 down for Major Bell: served from April 1 to July, 31, 1885] 
1885 — April 2 — Winnipeg Daily Times, p. 112 — Tom Routledge, former manager of Bell Farm 


‘VIRDEN. April 2.—At a meeting of citizens, held here last night, it was proposed to form a 
home guard for protection in the event of an attack being made upon the town by the half- 


635 kb 


breeds and Indians in this vicinity. Fifty volunteers were enrolled and formed a company, with T. <«————— 


Routledge as captain and Dr. Young as lieutenant. The company will be increased to one 


hundred members. A telegram was sent to the Minister of Militia for seventy five hand arms 
and ammunition.” 


1885 — April 2 — Calgary Weekly Herald, p. 2 — Major Bell in Ottawa from England 


“The Northwest at Ottawa - Major Bell arrived from England this morning. He reports that 
emigration proposals are most encouraging and that a large immigration into the Northwest is 
certain. He found a better feeling in relation to the country prevailing in the rural districts of 


Great Britain , and has, by interviews in the local press, disseminated much useful information 
among the farmers there.” 


1885 — April 2 — York Herald, Richmond Hill, Ontario p. 1 — Major Bell returns from England - to set up college on Farm 


“SCOTTISH NEWS — Major Bell, of the Bell Farm, N.W.T., has just returned from England, 


where he has made arrangements for the establishment of an agricultural college in 
connection with his farm.” 


1885 — April 2, 1885 - Qu’Appelle Vidette - Bell Farm teams for Rebellion; Bell back from England 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


—_—— .— ———__——— 


Indian Head. 

The rele subject of comversation here 
is the Riel rebellion, and everyone 
xeon nexious for the latest news, As 
mary be imagined amy false reports 
are Oving about; but, nevertheless, ali 
spree that the rebellion is a very geri- 
vus affsir, and that our gallant volun 
tees will have same hurd fighting to 
do, Many of the farmers of this 
neivbborhool bave tuken their teat 
to ‘Troy, tempted, no doubt, by the bix 
pay, und it seems that if the rebellion 
lasts any lenyth of time that very little 
farming will bo done in our neighbor 
hood. The Bell Mam have sent ont 
forty texans alrendy, and more will ful- 
Juw if necessin 5. 

Major Bell returned to Tudian Head 
Inst Saturday fiom the Ol) Country. 
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1885 — April 3 — Winnipeg Daily Times, p. 123 — report on transportation service during Rebellion 


“THE TRANSPORTATION SERVICE, the most important part of the expedition, is under the 
direction of a most efficient officer. At present the service consists of nearly four hundred 
teams, and the number will have to be increased to one thousand before the march is 
commenced in earnest. Every available team in the Qu’Appelle valley has been pressed into the 
service, and agents have been dispatched to Regina, Moose Jaw and other adjacent points to 
secure more horses. The difficulties of operating this part of the expedition are great. Owing to 
the scarcity of fodder in the country to be traveled, EVERYTHING HAS TO BE CARRIED ALONG, 
and a team will eat more than it could start out with in making the journey to Prince Albert. The 
men are carried in wagons, ten to each team. To carry five hundred men, their arms and 
baggage, eighty five teams would be required. One Hundred and forty teams would then be 
required to carry forage for these eighty five teams. Even then the one hundred and forty teams 
have not been fed, and the thing compounds itself in an alarming manner. Mr. Bedson has 
therefore decided to establish a SYSTEM OF SUPPLY STATIONS along the line of march as far as 
Humboldt, arranged in 20 mile approximate intervals. Teams are now hauling north to 
Touchwood. Every station is to be stocked and a CHAIN OF TEAMS KEPT RUNNING from one to 
the other. A wagon will leave the base of supplies and be taken by one team to Qu’Appelle. 
Another will take it to the next station, and so on until it reaches its destination. By this means 
the wagons will be kept moving continually. The teams will be confined to short stretches. Dr. 
Rutherford, of the Portage, is the “vet” of the service. The horses are all in good condition, but 
one case of mange has been discovered. MAJOR BELL’S HORSES. Major Bell, of the Bell farm, 
complained to your correspondent over the loss he is sustaining by the expedition. Fifty teams 
have been pressed into the service much against his will, and only thirty are left on the farm to 
seed ten thousand acres. One thousand acres of wheat were put in last Monday, but the snow 
fall since will delay seeding. There will be very little seeding in the Qu’Appelle Valley. The 
farmers are all with the expedition with their teams. They expect to earn from three to four 
hundred dollars each and afterwards do a lot of breaking for next year.” 
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1885 — April 3 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 1 — letter from A.M. Ferguson to his mother about Bell Farm teams 


“THE REBELLION ...IN CAMP... Qu’Appelle, N.W.T. March 29, 1885 ...1am writing this just 
after tea. Keep all my letters and they will be a sort of diary. Thirty-two teams and wagons 
came in from the Bell farm this afternoon. The Bell farm gets $10 a day for each man and 
team. This, with 240 teams from the Hudson’s Bay Company, will make 300 teams and drivers. 
If the drivers were all armed they would make a force of 300 good men, nearly all acquainted 
with the country. ..... 


[FRANK: (Private A.M. Fergusson was with Company 1, 90" Battalion] 


1885 — April 3 — The North Wales Express, p. 6 — A sceptic’s negative view of Bell Farm crop reports 


Ci Secretary (pro. tea.), Mr. H. J. Hine, 12, Hanover- 
[| square, London, W 
“PALL TALK” ABOUT WHEAT-GROWING, 

f A Manitoban correspondent of the Mark Lone Express 
has something to say abeut the bragging statements 
secently made in this country by Major Bell, the manager 
of the famous Bell Parm, in Manitoba. In the nvigh- 

| bouthocd of the farm, he declares, people do not be.ieve 

in its prosperity, and itis supposed that the manarer’s 
visit to this country is made with a view to raising 
money. Heasks Major Dell to say whether there was 

much more than the seed ona considerable portion o 

the Bell Farm last harvest, and whether the 

wheat was not so badly frogen as to 6 

untit for milling purposes. He laughs at the idea 

of wheat being grown at Ils, a qr. in the 

Canadian North-West, and says that the actual expense 

under its most favourable circumstances is at Jeast 50 

cents a bushel, or its. Sd. per quarter, That allow4 

nothing for profit, and probably nothing for rent of 
interest on capital, I have yet to learn where wheats 
growing pays at present prices. The Argentine Republic 
has often been referred ty 18a country where wheat could 
be grown at next to nothing; but in an article shewing 
the great progress of agriculture in the country, the 
tuenos Ayres Standurd cautions farmera agamst 
venturing to compete with India and North America in 
ig the production of wheat for Huropean markets, whery 

: the writer says, they can never sell it at a profit, 

, THE HARVEST TIMES OF THE WORLD, 

h!} Itis always harvest somewhere in the world, and the 

f calendar of harvests given below will be found useful te 

| many readers :— 


ee ewe VS OST OT 


rr 


1885- April 4 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 4- Fire in Cauchon Block damages apartments for H.J. Eberts and Mrs. Bell 


the Bell Farm Company, .... and W. Sheppard. Mrs. Bell’s apartments were slightly damaged. 
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1885 — April 6 — The Leeds Mercury — criticism of Bell’s farming statistics by Williams and the Mercury editor 


Tn counection with the subjectofour future wheat-supply, 
a letter written to the Z'imes by Mr. S. Williamsou, M.P., 
is very interesting. He takes exception to the extra- 
ordinary -estimates of the coat of producing wheat in 
Manitoba, and sending it to this country, published by 
Major Boll, manager of the greut Bell Farm in 
Qu’Appelle Valley. ‘his gentieman professes to be able 
to grow wheat at about lle, 2 quarter, aud to sell it 
in Liverpool for 22s, or 233, Mr, Williamson 
tolls us he hina had gome experience in growing wheat in 
the Red River Valley, where the Jand is quite as tertile as 
it ia in Manitoba, besides being much nearer to a great 
milling centre, and he testifies that prices lately current 
hays been ruinous. While Major Bell by the coat of 
poe decang wheat at 4 cents a bushol, Mr. Walliamson 

eclares that a continuance of the late quotation of 45 
conts a bushel in elevators near the farms of the Ted 
River Valiay would soon ruin everybody aud put the laud 


out of cultivation, As to the freight by land and sea to- 


this country, Mr. Williamson pute it at 26s. a quarter, 
instead of lls, which is Major Bell’s estimate, 
Reckoning 17s. a quarter as the cost of producing the 
wheat in Manttoba, and adding the cost of carriage, he 
makes the amount 42s. 4 quarter in Liverpool. Iam per- 
suaded that My, Willtamson’s estimate is a great deol 
more trustworthy than Major Bell’s: ‘Lhe former bas no 
interests to serve by exaggerating the cost of producing 


and conveying wheat, wile the latter may havo “axes }; 


to griud,” in the shape of raising capital in this country 
to prop up the gigautic enterprise with which he is con- 
nected. Moreover Mr. Williamson’s arguments are in 
effect supported by the evidence of a Manitoban corres 
apondent of the Afark-dane Express who laughs at Major 

ell’s Beures, and says that any practical farmer in the 
Canadian North-West will tell us tiatic costs 50 cents a 
bushel to produce wheat there under the most favourable 
ciroumstances. He further states that Cpe ia the 
neigubourkood of the Bell Farm, of whom he is one, have 


no faith in the prosperity of the, great busimess, 
and he asks the Major to say frankly whether he got 
more than the seed on @ portion of the farm last harvest, 
aud whether the wheat was not so badly injured by the 
froste that ocourred just betore harvest os to be uutit for 
milling purposes. Such brag as Major Bell’s does harm 
by making Wnglish wheat growers despair of their in- 
dustry, nnd by tempting men to go tothe Canadian 
North-West under altogether delusive hopes. None of 
tha extravagant statements as to ability to supply this 
couutry with wheat af loss than 30s. a quarter, or, indeed, 
at less than 4Us., will bear examination. We have seen how 
ruinous recent prices haveproved to American growers, and 
how the export from Iudia has fallen off. But the latest 
evidencs of # similar kind comes from the Argentine. 
Republic, one of the numerous “future granaries of the 
world.” The Buenos Ayres Standard, a paper noted for 
its glorification of the resources of the River Plate coun- 
tries, now warna farmers there that they cannot hope to 
compete with. North America and India in supplying 
European markets with wheat, ‘Timo atter time since the 
Leeds Mercury Weekly Sunplement was started I have 
assured its readers that no couutry in‘the world could 
profitably send wheat here to sell at leas than 
about 40s a qr., and that at such w price 
the profit would be too meagre to be tempting. 
In the light of recent experience, 1am more confident 
than ever in the truth of that statement. In rare sexaong 
of fruitfulness, nearly all over the world, we may have 


wheat Lelow 40s. in the future, as in the past; but, in’ 
any series of vears—say a decado—we sball sea the price 
eg frequently rising to 60s. a quarter, than sinking 
to 
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1885 — April 6 — “Het Nieuws Van Den Dag” - The News of the Day for Monday 6 April 1885, p. 15 — [NOTE — this is a long 


article on the Bell Farm written in Dutch, published in Amsterdam, Holland. Get translated details from scanned copy.] 


1885 — April 9 — Diary of George Murphy, Qu’Appelle (published in Gleichen Call, Sept. 1, 1920, p. 2) 
“MAJOR BELL - Tenth Royal Grenadiers of Toronto, under Grassett came in today by special 
train. Forty men of “C” school under Captain Wadmore, left last night for Swift Current to 
await orders. Major Bell is now here in the transport office. E.N. Armit, came in from 
Winnipeg, and will probably take charge of the transport from Swift Current.” 


1885 — April 11 — Edmonton Bulletin, p. 2 —the North West Farmer report on Bell Farm 


“The North-West farmer says that the Bell farming company have under consideration a scheme 
to convert the Bell farm into an agricultural college for the North-West territories. If this is 
done, Major Bell had better take a course of lessons. He has succeeded by a couple of years of 
experiments and with considerable loss to his backers in proving that he does not know how to 
run a large farm profitably. After an agricultural college course of a couple of years he might be 
able to run a small farm more successfully.” 


1885 — April 14 — Regina Leader, p. 2—crop report on Bell Farm 


“AGRICULTURE. Early Seeding. A week ago Major Bell had sown 300 acres of wheat at the Bell 
Farm, Indian Head. The sharp frost of Monday the 6" put a stop for a day or two seeding 
operations , but doubtless by this time they have a considerable acreage sown.” 


1885 — April 14 — Regina Leader, p. 4- Bell to Swift Current by train for military transport service 


“Major Bell, of Indian Head, went down by Sunday night’s train on his way from Swift Current 
to Qu’Appelle Station, in connection with arrangements for the transport service for the 
troops now in active service in the North-West. 


1885 — April 16 — Calgary Nor’Wester, p. 2 — Forty of the Bell Farm teams off to Troy (Qu’Appelle) for military duty. 


“INDIAN HEAD: The sole subject of conversation here is the Riel rebellion, and everyone 
seems anxious for the latest news. As may be imagined many false reports are flying about; 
but, nevertheless, all agree that the rebellion is a very serious affair, and that our gallant 
volunteers will have some hard fighting to do. Many of the farmers of this neighbourhood 
have taken their teams to Troy, tempted, no doubt, by the big pay, and it seems that if the 
rebellion lasts any length of time that very little farming will be done in our neighbourhood. 
The Bell Farm have sent out forty teams already, and more will follow if necessary.” 


1885 — April 17 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 1 — Major Bell reports on cost of transporting hay to Clark’s Crossing 


“S400 PER TON FOR HAY. Major Bell states that hay is worth $400 per ton by the time it is 
transported from Troy to Clark’s Crossing. This includes the original cost, the cost of freighting 
and the hay consumed on the road by the teams.” 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
1885 — April 18 — Ortago Witness, New Zealand — critical report of Bell Farm optimism, reprint of an original article 
published in “this country” [England] on Feb. 26, 1885. 


CANADA AS A WHEAT PRODUCEK, 


Boll, manager of the famous Bell 
in @u’Appelie Valley, 

Canada, is now on a visit to this country, and 
he has been giving tree vent to what is called 
“Canadian brag.” His country is, hs says, 
the “future granary of the world” Wo have 
heard that of so many countries that we don’t 
think much of it. Mlajor Boll proposes to 
grow whest at about 1]s a quarter, and to be 
able to izy if down in Liverpool at 233 per 
quarter, with profit. That 1 decline to bo- 
lieve, though Boll may be perfectly 
convinced that it is true, Quite recently I 
had a lotter from a correspondent who is sot- 
tiled in tho North-west of Canada, and he 
sends a sg ee come So 2 pe 
ects of farmers in that greatly-belanded 
Ean All through the Pte cs he 
says, the yield of the crops last harvesi was 
only about half what was expected, and the 
price of wheat of medium quality has beva 
only about 38 to 48 cents per bushel; while 
frozen whuat, of which there is a graat deal, is 
unsaleable, and oats have been selling at 2b 
cents a bushel. In short, he says that farmidg 
does not pay in the Canadian North-west any 
botter than in other parts of the world. The 
longth of the winter is the great objection to 
the country, as from November to April 
nothing can be dona on the land, and my cor- 
respondont goos so fur as to say that, in order 
to crop a hundred acres of land, it ig necessary 
to have two hundred acres broken, so as tu 
crop half of it in alternate years, I do not 
believe in a “future granary of the werld” 
existing where wheat is frozen just befors being 
harvested. 2A5 kb 


1885 — April 18 - CPR Telegram: Regina — Lieut. Gov. Dewdney to MacPherson. 


“Sir D.L. MacPherson, Ottawa, Ont. Shall | take any further action about seed grain for Prince 
Albert — Directors of Bell Farm have determined not to sell. E. Dewdney - 2:20 p.m.” 
(sample of original telegram below — source: Provincial Archives of Saskatchewan [PAS]) 
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1885 — April 19 — CPR Telegram: Clark’s Crossing: Gen. Middleton to Wrigley 


“Mr. Wrigley, HBC. WPG - We want more teams at Troy. Maj. Bell recommends employment 


of Bell teams. Says can get plenty on short notice. Something must be done at once. Feed all 


used up + 500 horses in camp. F. Middleton. 12:30 p.” 
1885 — April 19 — CPR Telegram: Winnipeg: Wrigley to Major Bell 


“Maj. Bell, Qu’Appelle. By all means have 100 bull teams if you can get them promptly + 
consider them suitable. If more required wire. Give list teams to McDonald. Wrigley.” 


1885 — April 19 — CPR Telegram: Clark’s Crossing: Major Smith to Sergeant Davis 


“Sergt. Davis, New Fort, Toronto. Box up and send by Express twenty pairs of trousers out of 


quarter masters stores. Address them Major Smith, Infantry School c/o Maj/ Bell, Troy & he 


will forward - We are all well & in good spirits. Trust you are all the same. H. Smith, Major.” 


1885 — April 19 — CPR Telegram: Winnipeg: Wrigley to Major Bell 


“Winnipeg. Major Bell, Transport Officer, Qu’Appelle. News from Ottawa. Hay not at front & 


asking our assistance what can we do to have sent all requisitioned for. Wrigley by p.m.” 
1885 — April 19 - CPR Telegram: Qu’Appelle: Major Bell to Thomas Howard 


“Thos Howard, Wpg._ | will give you eight dollars per day for teams up to fifty. You can 
guarantee the conditions named but they must start at once. W.R. Bell” 


1885 — April 19— CPR Telegram: Qu’Appelle: Major Bell to J. Wrigley. 
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“J. Wrigley, Wpg. | have offered to take Howards teams — we are doing everything possible to 
rush provisions & forage to the front. W.R. Bell. 7:45 p.” 


1885 — April 20 — CPR Telegram: Qu’Appelle: Major Bell to Howard 


“T, Howard, Wpg. | want 50 cars of hay at Swift Current at once. Can you supply. Reply 
immediately saying how many if not all. W.R. Bell” 


1885 — April 20 — CPR Telegram: Winnipeg: Howard to Major Bell 


”W.R. Bell, Qu’Appelle. Commission says he authorized you to wire James Ross, Columbia, B.C. 
if you wanted teams. Please do so at once on terms mentioned in his telegram to me of the 
17" and set forth in my telegram to you yesterday. & oblige me Thos. Howard.” 


1885 — April 20 -— CPR Telegram: Winnipeg: Wrigley to Major Bell 


“Maj. Bell. Qu’Appelle. Have hired another 100 teams all to be away tomorrow. Where shall 
they be sent to? Wrigley” 


1885 — April 20-— CPR Telegram: Qu’Appelle: Major Bell to Jas. Ross 


“ Jas. Ross, Loggan. We will accept your teams per telegram of 1746 Capt. Howard if teams 
can be shipped at once. Please reply. W.R. Bell, Transport Officer.” 


1885 — April 20 [or 21] - CPR Telegram: Winnipeg: T. Howard to Major Bell 


“Maj. W.R. Bell, Qu’Appelle — 5 cars in addition to what you have already certified to, have 
gone forward. Think it possible only to get a few cars more — balance must be procured in 
States — what shall | do? Thos. Howard.” 


1885 — April 20 - Lyttelton Times, New Zealand — comparison of Bell Farm with New Zealand farming, and refers to the 
North-West Rebellion as “a little difficulty with Indians”. 
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year were made to raise 


upon." Major 


and sending it to London. 


ADdson Bett, of the Canadian North 
West, has been giving the Pall Mall 
Gazette his experiences of farming in 
that region, on which he founds his 
theory that the Canadian North West 
is destined to be the granary of the 
world?*.,The Major is qualified to 
speak with authority as a wheat- 
grower, for he is described as _manag- 
ing with great success a farm of 
54,000 acres, of which 18,000 last 


Whether he is a prophet is another 
matter altogether. What we are 
concerred with are his figures, which 
the Pall Mall, not a bad judge of 
men apd things, says can be relied 
4 says that he pro- 
duces wheat in the Far West and 
lands it in Liverpool for 22s to 23s a 
quarter, exclusive of profit: Of this 
the cost of production’on the farm is 
lis 4d per. quarter, or Is 5d per 
bushel. This is certainly not within 
10d per bushel of the cost to the New 
Zealand farmer of producing his corn 


has not many equals in the 
Canadian North West as a manager, 
and the average price of land will not 
always remain as low as the price of 
his land, viz., six shillings per acre. 
Moreover, though the Major’s figures 
may be absolutely trustworthy, per- 
haps some of his raptures about 
the Canadian climate (one of his 
great factors) will have to be dis- 


counted liberally when an average of 
years comes to be taken. There is, 
besides, a little difficulty with Indians 
which, having arisen since Major Bell 
spoke on the subject, naturally did 
not enter into his calculations. He 
has also omitted the sale expenses. 
Still the result of his farming, for 
which he vouches, is sufficiently re- 
markable to engage the serious atten- 
tion and study of the farmers of every 
country which depends on supplying 
the English market. 

There is enough in the contrast to 
prove that our farmers must produce 
more cheaply, that the whole com- 
munity must back their demand to 
have their produce taken at less cost 
to the Coast, and that the shipowner 
must choose between lower freights 
or none at all. 


Not many of our farmers will be 
able to reach the scale on which 
Bell does things. To subdivide a big 
block of country into numerous small 
patches of cultivation, clap a hut, 
stable, a squad of men and horses, 
and some implements upon each 
patch, and manage the whole by tele- 
phone, requires a farm to be as big as 
@ principality. But every one can 
imitate the order and method of this 
great Canadian agriculturist. Everyone 
can plan his work carefully in the 
morning, and see what it bas cost him 
atnight. Every onecan carry enterprise 
into his farming, as the Americans did 
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when their wheat became unsaleable. 
Every one can study his rotation of 
crops, and, above all things, work his 
farm with his head. The railways, 
on their side, should aim at getting 
more money from the travellers by 
diminishing the passenger rates, so as 
to be able to carry produce at lower 
freights. Shipowners are mysterious 
people, and as unsafe to advise as 
those who, being unlearned in insur- 
ance, always clamour for reduced 
rates. But we may be sure that 
they will consult their own in- 
terest better by encouraging trade 
than by discouraging it, and there 
is only one way of encouraging 
it. But all this is of temporary pur- 
pose. By all means increase the area 
of good management, and diminish the 
cost of freights by land and sea. 
These, when we get them fairly, are 
permanent benefits. At the. same 
time we must bear in mind that we 
have an advantage over Canada which 
quite turns the scale in our favour. 


‘Bell admits. having no other resources, 


must always remain a wheat pro- 
ducing, wheat exporting country. New. 
Zealand, glorying in a vast variety of 
resources, is destined one day to find 
markets within her borders for all her 
produce. May that day come soon. 


The Canadian North West, as Major 
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1885 — April 22 — CPR Telegram: Winnipeg: T. Howard to Major Bell 


“Major Bell, Qu’Appelle. — Cannot possibly get any more hay here at present. Two more cars 


in addition to what you have been notified of going forward from Portage. Cannot get any 


reply from States. Hear Hudson’s Bay Co have some hay. Your only plan is to ask them to 


furnish. Have done all in my power to secure, but can in no way manage it. Thos. Howard.” 


1885 — April 22— CPR Telegram: Winnipeg: Wrigley to Capt. Swinford 


“Capt. Swinford, Qu’Appelle - Have bought 10 car loads hay from C.P.R. at Griswold for $16. 
See Bell & have this used immediately, as | hear you are paying more. Wrigley.” 


1885 — April 23 — Qu’Appelle Vidette — Major Bell to Swift Current on Transport business 


“Major Bell, of Indian Head, went down by Sunday night’s train on his way from Swift Current to 


Qu’Appelle Station, in connection with arrangements for the transport services for the troops 


now in active service in the North-West.” 
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1885 — April 24-— CPR Telegram: Brandon: Hesson to Major Bell 


“Major Bell, Qu’Appelle — Have forty teams mostly good oxen in today from north. Are anxious 
to know if any chance to hire before going home. Please answer quickly, am waiting. Hesson” 


1885 — April 24-—CPR Telegram: Qu’Appelle: Major Bell to Quigley 


“J. Quigley, Winnipeg. Twenty-two teams passed yesterday for Swift Current. Have any more 
left Winnipeg? Another week will find us in a very awkward position unless we have more 
power. We have been forcing on teams to keep up, but have failed & teams are commencing to 
play out. | have added 100 ox teams & nearly one hundred horse. 160 teams out of 450 we 
have on this route are with Gen’Is (?) advance to feed them & the men as well take at least 800 
teams & we have but three hundred. | can secure three hundred teams in four days here. 
Consider & realize our position. Please advise. W.R. Bell 1:00 p.m.” 
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1885 — April 24-— CPR Telegram: Winnipeg: Howard to Major Bell 


“Maj. Bell, Qu’Appelle — Bawlf offers about one hundred ton hay at $25 to be delivered from 
time to time all within ten days. Thos. Howard.” 


1885 — April 25—CPR Telegram: Winnipeg: [Unknown author] to Major Bell 


“Major Bell, Qu’Appelle. State __ bbicly (?) Hudson’s Bay Co. have not hired one single team 
from Dakota & do not intend without order. Have heard however a few have got in among 


those from south Manitoba. Hire all you can provided you have a requisition with acceptance 


of price. “ (check originals for missing extra text. And transcripts. 
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1885 — April 25-— CPR Telegram: Qu’Appelle: Major Bell to W.F. Buchanan 


“W.F. Buchanan, Wpg. Will give eighteen dollars [for hay] at Emerson. Pay on delivery here. 
Must be shipped at once. W.R. Bell.” 


1885 — April 25-— CPR Telegram: Winnipeg: W.F. Buchanan to Major Bell 


“W.R. Bell. Qu’Appelle. What will give for fifteen cars good baled hay at Vincent (?) or at 
Qu’Appelle? How are payments made? W.F. Buchanan.” 


1885 — April 25-— CPR Telegram: Winnipeg: Wrigley to Major Bell (1) 


“Major Bell, Transport Officer, Qu’Appelle — Agree with you about getting on supplies but | have 
no power to requisition or to interfere with the transport. The Company’s duty is only to supply 
what is requisitioned for. Will gladly fall in with any arrangement properly authorized. How 


would carts with oxen & ponies..... get rest of telegraph 
1885 — April 25-— CPR Telegram: Winnipeg: Wrigley to Major Bell (2) 


“Major Bell, Transport Officer, Qu’Appelle. Since telegram, received instruction from Ottawa 
that everything must be got at lowest possibly price & to get from States if cheaper. We dare 
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not take responsibility of not acting strictly on this. For what can you get teams and hay. Wire 
price & quantities. Wrigley.” 


1885 — April 25-— CPR Telegram: Winnipeg: Wrigley to Capt. Swinford 


“Capt. Swinford, Qu’Appelle. Have no objection to new requisition covering whole now on 
hand with prices stated, but great care must be taken as | have just received instructions from 
Minister Ottawa for everything to be got at lowest possible price and to buy in States if cheaper. 
Cannot pay for any for which is mot proper requisition. Do not know whether Gen’! authorized 
you to requisition for teams as for provisions. Had no authority for Bedson, nor Bell. Better get 
General or minister. Wrigley. 


1885 — April 26-— CPR Telegram: Qu’Appelle: Major Bell to Wrigley 


“J. Wriggley. Winnipeg. By authority of General | have been paying eight dollars for best 
teams, five & seven for inferior, four to six a day for oxen according to condition & size. Pay 
commencing when they leave here. This | consider cheaper than teams brought from a distance 
when wages are paid expenses from time they start. However, rather than have Yankees come 
in will reduce price little say seven half & five half respectively. This will average what you are 
paying there & the money left in the country. Farmers are now through their seeding & we can 
get all required between Brandon & Moose Jaw on short notice. Gen. Middleton wires me he 
has authorized you to honour Bedson’s signature on all vouchers connected with transport 
service. Bedson authorized me to sign his name. Is this sufficient for you? Please reply as 
something must be done towards paying teamsters. W.R. Bell 1:30 p.m.” 


1885 — April 26-— CPR Telegram: Qu’Appelle: Major Bell to Sir John A. Macdonald 


“Sir John MacDonald, Ottawa. Teams from Dakota are being sent in for transport services. 
Farmers here are now through seeding. | offer services from five to seven dollars per day; six 
fifty travelling expenses bei9ng paid to Americans. Wrigley states this is ordered by Minister in 
Ottawa. All teams required can be had here. Feeling very much against government for 
allowing this. Canadian teamsters say they will not allow Americans to work where our men are 
Loyal ready to fight if necessary. Americans are hard to manage. Please consider for 
government & Country sake. W.R. Bell, Transport Officer, 12:20 p.m.” 


1885 — April 27-— CPR Telegram: Regina: J.M. Walsh to Bell, Lewis, Yales (?) 


“Bell, Lewis, Yales. Send my a at office and Queens Hotel to Qu’Appelle Station. J.M. 
Walsh.” 
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1885 — April — Visitors Register 
Number Date Name Residence Comments 
161 April 6, Adolph Boisevain Amsterdam Netherlands 
1885 
162 . George R. Harris Boston, Mass. United States 
163 “ G.W. Vis St. Paul, Minn. United States 
164 PRP EP  accenaiiecds PLETE contac 
165 April22, | H.J. Eberts Winnipeg Manitoba — same as # 31 — Hermann J. Eberts 
1885 
166 April 22, A. Miller Winnipeg Manitoba 
1885 
167 April 29, | W.H. Forrest wes, QUebeC Lt. Col. William H. Forrest 
1885 
168 - H. Swinford, Winnipeg, NWFF = North West Field Force — part of General Middleton’s 
N.W.F.F. Manitoba forces sent out to quell the NW Rebellion led by Louis Riel 
1885 — May — Visitors Register 
Number Date Name Residence Comments 
169 May 13, | Melgund No Information Lord Melgund was the Chief of Staff for General Middleton during 
1885 the 1885 campaign. 


1885 — May a — Nor-West Farmer — Vol. 4, No. 9 — check for details 


1885 — May 4 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p.4— A “Major Bell” to invest in Winnipeg Packing Company 


[Frank: not certain if this is Major Bell from Indian Head, or another Major Bell in Winnipeg. However, 


Duncan MacArthur was on the Board of Directors for the Bell Farm.] 


“WINNIPEG PACKING COY. ...... The promoters wish the farmers to take an 
interest in this enterprise. They can take a limited amount of stock and make a 


successful effort to back up the company with plenty of raw material. The company 


propose at present limiting the capital stock to $100,000, to be called up as fast as 


required. This amount is considered to be sufficient for a couple of years to maintain 


the business on a cash basis. The matter has only taken shape within the last few 


days, but meantime the following gentlemen have signified their willingness to take 
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stock: Messrs. Lewis Griffith & Douglas, Duncan MacArthur, Alex. Logan, Alex 
Mcintyre, Major Bell, McBean Bros., and others.” 


1885 — May 5 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Major Bell discusses transport at Moose Jaw to rescue 
stranded steamer NORTHCOTE 


“THE REBELLION. Notes from Moosejaw. Moosejaw, May 3. — There has been a 
great stir in our town to-day on account of the arrival of 90 transport wagons last night 
from Dakota. The outfit started from here about noon to-day for the Elbow to lighten 
the steamer Northcote which is stuck on the sand bars there. Major Bell brought the 
party up, and saw them safely off. Nine of the teamsters are armed, but there is no 
danger apprehended this side of the Elbow, and after that they will have an escort of 
the troops that are on the steamer. In conversation with your correspondent the 
Major said the teams were sent up from Fargo at $6 per day, and that though the rate 
seemed low, it was equal to $10 per day, if the contract called for payment from the 
time the cars were loaded till the teams arrived back at Fargo, and all found. The 
Major says he can get all the teams required at $7 per day around Qu’Appelle.” 


1885 — May 6—CPR Telegram: Qu’Appelle: Robertson, Boyd & Brooks to J.M. Egan — Indigenous people raid ? 


‘Jno. M. Egan, Esq. Following just received from Indian Head May 6'"— to Col. Scott, 
Qu’Appelle — File Hill Indians camped within a few miles of here. Send down a detachment of 
men until we can procure arms & ammunition. Expected they will raid the town for provisions, 
signed - W.R. Robertson, W.R. Boyd, E.J. Brooks” [Concern for possible raid on Indian Head; 
but no mention of retreating to the Bell Barn however. ] 


1885 — May 8 — Winnipeg Daily Sun, p. 4 — Bell and Judge Rouleau at Queen’s Hotel (Wpg.) 


“PERSONAL MENTION. The Movements of ‘People We Know” .. . Judge Rouleau, of 
Battleford, and Major Bell, of Indian Head, are stopping at the Queen’s.” 


1885 - May 13-|_ (Source 2) = check for details 


Arriving at Troy at 10 pm on May qo". Melgund found that the train to Winnipeg had just 
left and that he would have to spend the night. The next morning, he heard that 
Middleton’s forces had defeated the Métis the previous day. With this sudden change of 
circumstances, Melgund “... went over all transport arrangements with Major Bell today ... 
drove out with Major Bell in afternoon to Bell Farm and dined there.” That night, at almost 
11 pm, he “... left Indian Head by Pullman.” He returned to England that fall. 


(Extract from article by John Kort, Indian Head, 15 Sept. 2019) 


1885 — May 15 - Southland Times, New Zealand: Interview with Major Bell while in London, England, 1884 
http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast ?a=d&d=ST18850515.2.26 - Doctor Edmunds of 
the British Association 1884 tour. (almost identical to his Feb. 13, 1885 London Times interview) 
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-Wheat-Growing in England 
aa and Canada. 4 : 


_Dr, Edunds medical officer of health, .8t., 


James’, Westminster, writing on this subject, 
_gays :—Last aptumn I devoted a loug ho'iday 


of two months chiefly to visiting the farmers. 


> 


“who are. now dotted about upon: the vast al-: 


Juvial plains of North. West Canada. I spent 
@ week in wandering about at the énd of the 
track of the Oanadian Pacific Builway in the 
‘Rocky. Mountains of British Colunibia; I 
@pent another week in the city of Winnipeg ; 


I went about-among thestill living old:‘Scotch 


| settlers who went out with Lord Selkirk, and 
_ who still crop their original farms upon the 
beautiful banks of the Red River, where he 


So wisely located them.; and; among other 


f meen I visited the Bell Farm. I have’also 
ad the advantage of prolonged conversations 
with Major Bell during his present visit to 
‘London. The Major tells me that he would 
“gladly attend any meeting to give an account 
of his agricultural operations, and to answer 

- Inquiries; but as only a:few people can hope 


perhaps, shortly call attention to the data 
with which we are now.furnished... | _ - 


“by timber, Ite} 


+o come into personal contact with him I may,. 


_. ‘Dk Bell. Farm contains 100 equare miles of 
‘Yieh alluvial land, practically all fit to. put 
the plough into, me unencumbered 
location iain Aasinibpia, npon 
the Canadian Pacifis Railway, 312 miles west 
of Winnipeg.. It has its own railway station, 
which is known as Indian Head, and the 
‘whole of this land“is being rapidly brought 
forward for wheat-zrowing—the school ani 
public building sites only excepted. At the 
‘railway station is an elc¥vator where the grain 
‘fg lodged, aud from which it is delivered into 
‘the. railway cars -each car-load being 600 
bushels,.and weighing 30,000 lbs. The wheat 
.is sold by the bacheil of. 60 lbs.’ weight, and 
not by measure, inasmuch as large quantities 


“of: wheat can -be weighed out much more 


easily than they can be measured, Some of 
the wheat grown on -the Bell Farm has 


- weighed 66!bs. per bushel, but in such case 


the farther has the advantage of selling by 
weight. With poor wheat he would have to 
bear the disadvantage. Comfortable houses | 
are already built-for the laborers ; the Major | 
‘snd bis family bave a handsome residence 
such as would satisfy a gentleman farmer in 
England, The horses and cattle are properly 


Part 1 193 kb 


housed ;. a perfect system of biok-keeping 
shows every detail of the expenditure and 
other, produce; and there are around the 
Mysjor a number of active youag fellows—tis 
pupil-assistants—who are learning to farm 
with.a view to start for themselves at the end 
of a year or two; : 

. During the 1884 season the Bell Farm has 
raised 139,000 bashels of grain, and there 
have been ia crop about 6000 acres, The 
acreage in crop and the produce of the season 
1885 are expected to be donble those of last 
season, The cost of the wheat thus. grown 
has to-day been kindly written out for me by 
the Major, The figures are in decimals of a 
Oanadian dollar—i¢., iu cent>, «f which 100 
are equal to 986 English balfpence, The 
cost a3 given below is per bushel of 60 pounds 
weight, delivered from the Bell Farm elevator 
upon the railway station at Indian Head. 3t 
is as follows :—Labor, ‘07 dols, ; horees, ‘036 
dols. ; maintenance of lr borers, &e., C33 dols; 
cost of seed, amount written off capital ac- 
count for depreciation of horses, implements, 
stock, &c., and 8 per cent, upon the parchase 
money, &c, of the land in crop, ‘20 dols.; 
total,.°34 dols. 


Part 2 173 kb 


Part 3 163 kb 


- Now, multiplying the 34 ceats by eight we 
et the net cost per quarter of the wheat a3 
‘272 cents, This is 11a 24 Hng'ish money. 
But this ia wheat receivable fom the elevator 
‘at the Indian Head railway station, 312 miles 
_west of Winnipeg, and we have to provide 
‘for its transport to England, 4 distance of 
-§000 miles. The cost cf transport from In- 
‘dian Head to Liverpoo! during the s:ast year 
has been, Mejor Bell tells me, lla psr quarter, 
and during the coming years the same rate of 
freizhtis expected torule, This, then, makes , 
the fine hard red Manitoba wheat deliverable | 
in Liverpool so ag to pay 8 per cent, in capi- 
tal invested m land in North-West Canada, 
‘so lung as wheat shall not fall below 223 or 
23s per quarter. 


Part 4 110 kb 
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It is obvious that, as soon as these facts are 
realise! by English farmers, they will begin 
to consiier whether they shall struggle along 
and lose money in attempting to grow cereals 
and pulse in Knglaod, or whether they shail 
take their capital, found themselves new 
homes in*this great Canadian territory, and 
grow tich, To our idlers at home who have 
besn living upon rents derived from arable 
land the facts are not less interesting. To 
them it means a denudation of which no ade- 
quate conception has yet dawned upon their 
minds. They wil have to work or to starve; 
It is hardly too much to say that these facts 
mean a silent but inevitable revolution in the 
ta of the territorial aristocracy of Eng. 
land, 


Part 5 111 kb 
1885 — May 19 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Major Bell staying at the Queen’s Hotel, Wpg. 


“CITY AND PROVINCE. Major Bell, of Indian Head, is at the Queen’s.” 


1885 — May 21 - Qu’Appelle Vidette , po 


[ Lots of details about capture of Riel.] — check for details 


Indian Head: “Our ‘home guard’ are to have a prize rifle match on May 23... 


handsome prizes.” 


“’Our farmers who have teams in the Transport Service were very happy today by 
receipt of their first month’s pay. Business, in consequent, is rushing.” 


“Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company’s mill is to be open for business on June 1°. This 
event has been anxiously looked forward to for some time by our farmers, as they 
expect a market for their good wheat. ” 


1885 — May 23 — Toronto Globe — report on suitability of Major Bell to be the main Transport Officer at 
Qu’Appelle. 
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: peri 
by years of practice. the usinitinved nothing - 
appears ensior than to load a team and send itfor- 
ward with iuetructions to retura for mare whea 
wnlunded, but when it is remembered that the . 
distance tv be travelied is some 250 miles out, 
and 250 milcein, and on : 
4 G00 SOLE JOCRSET 
@ team will cosstme ite own load inyanpplies, the | 
conundrum ie:—What then is done'to reach the 
front with {ull supplies? The ingennity of 
Majer Beli bas contrived the system which Lord ; 
Melauad has credited with being the finest bo ns, 
ever seem, sodts which he has given jul © 
attention, that advantage may be taken the - 
lesson hereafter should necens' rari require it in be 
Lerdahip’soxperience, Briefly, it mthin, It is 
Ostimated that but about one<juarter of overse 
thing that leaves the buse of supplies reaches the 
front, the balance being coniuined in transit, 
eaten by horaeeand men, withnothing on the 
road but water, a team travelling 500 miles, hav’ 
ines nathing i} ites begets oa _ end of the 
froanie. in ar te einpley the: capacity ‘ 
sech ten, stations or depets aro 5 
storg the supply route at intervals of distance of 
20 oe 25 ceiles, sccording aa the. tralia good or 
bad, and the same toamne are kept going and 
coming betweow these diuetences, none of thom. 
ing through. One hundred seame leave the 
of aupplize, which is "Troy, evory alteruates 


day, of Wa day, Theo bumind draw 
loads = to—stthe:)=— neoond depot {Fort 
Qe'Appelle) for the % team= which 
leare there for the mext northern station, and 
there 90 teasce do likewive forthe 80 teams that 
feave the lacter deprt for ite noxt northern depot, | 
and wo on, untii nt the leat station 40 full lode 
will be the cumplement left of the 100 full loaue 
that left the Laao of aupplins, It m calanlated 
that the M0 oxtes toame on each 20 miles, bogan- 
ving trom the base of supphes, will draw 


FORKACE AND SUPPLIES FOR THE THEAMIA 
and maw upon the 2.mile rwte next uesrer to 
the front, until Goal.y 20 loads a day ure doliter. 
od into cam. "Thin eystem can be ae alanved to 
circometincos that the sopply exn bs donbled br 
orving the whole force one atiion abeod, and 
tho prod feature of it is thatevery toam i carry- 
isp its full toalat the and of ite particular erage, 
Tho fellewing illustrates the system :— 
CLARK’A ChOSst Nu, 
Teargs, 0—Moaicuad, 
Teams, 50—Hemboidt 
Tosma 60—Wino. 
Teains, i —Seintord. 
aah Lg ied 
“cans, 80—Houpiiten. 
Teains, )—Fari Qu'Appelle, 
Teams, 100—Trop. 
lway. 
This samo spatem ix adopted on 
THE DATILMUFOUD THA, 
which hss ben temporarily stopped on aceonnt 
eof the raid apade by tho Indiana, of which you 
will Lave fully heard before this letter reaches 


RT 
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1885 — May 30 — Adelaide Observer — Australian comments on the Bell Farm, by S. Williamson, M.P. 
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WHEATGROWING IN MANITOBA. 


PR i 8S, Williamson, M.P., writes to tho 
imes :— 

Some weeks since you published a letter 
on the above subject from Dr. Edmunds, 
giving a wonderful account of the ca 
of Manitoba for the wing of wheat. 


Di, Edmunds e in glowing terms of the 
chasces for lish colonists with a few 
hundred pounds of capital, and assured in- 


tending colonisers that Major Bell could grow 
wheat 300 miles west from Winn , and 
place it Ae Liverpool for be to bee 
uarter, a charge cent, on 
the capital tere LY ais 
I have no reason to doubt the bona fides of 
Dr. Edmunds in drawing these glowing pic- 


tures. I do not surge he has any axe tu 

to use a sign t Americanism, but 

do think that great caution abould be exer- 

in Scirc information which may 

lesd decent ve happy homes in 

le d in the t of wha likely to 

together Ww they are more 
likely to rea and 


prowins of wheat in the River vane. 
he land there is quite as good as land 


low, 
S4c, per bushel, [ am satisfied that a con- 
tinuance of the late quotation of 450. per 
bushel placed in elevators near the farmers 
in the Red River Valley would soon ruin 


everybody, and put the land out of cultiva- 
tion. Singular to say, the 34c. calculation is 
exactly that given to me by Mr. 


Dalrymple, 
of thc Great Fargo Farm, in the Red ee 
hows han 1879, and experience proves it to 
have utterly deceptive. With a eplen- 
did season, and & yt ae of nearly 30 
bushels per acre, the calculation may stand ; 
bat with all the contingencies of bad 
weather, deteriorated quality, extra labour, 
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rig running from say 13 bushels one bed 
to 17 another, 20 bushels a third, and 15 
bushels a fourth year; and allowing for 
summer fallowing every fifth or sixth ear, 
it isin my opinion impossible in Manitoba 
or Minnesota to grow wheat under a cost of 
from 16s. to 188, per quarter, taking one year 
with another. 

Then Dr, Edmunds tells us that this wheat, 
grown 312 miles weat from Winnipeg, can be 
carried on to Liverpool for 11s. per «uarter. 
This is likewise deceptive. 1 do not know 
what the Canadian Pacific Railway may 
do to induce 
emigrants to go out, but I would adviee all 
such to get ample assurances from the Com- 


pany before y attempt to w wheat 
the very centre of No America 
1,500 miles from the sea. Founding on a 


» Sacks, Ocean 
freight, insurance, and delivery in Liverpool 
rs tea 256.; cost o 


Dr. Edmunds, as I have said, has painted 
a glowing picture. Let me, in corroboration 
of my words of caution, submit the follow- 
in gloomy one from a farmer in Manitoba — 
a man of excellent character. It is con- 
tuined in a letter dated Manitoba, December 
11, 1484, addressed to an old friend in Eng- 
land, He says :— 

‘The times have indeed been hard with 


me, und seem to grow harder with @ steady 
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progression. They have arrived at a crisia 
that bas cletermined me to take a decisive 
step if Lam to get out at all of this miserable 
‘Slough of Despond.’ Uwing to a variety of 
causes this country is in a state of the most 
abject depression, #0 that what 1 say of 
myself is only a picture of nineteen- 
twentieths of all around me. One cause ia 
the destructive character of the last two 
seasons—e arly frostsin summer and autumna— 
which have ruined the crows so extensively, 
rendering the wheat inconvertible into flour 
and unmarketable. I have a tield of ten 
acres now standing uncut which would not 
pay for the reaping, while the oat crop had 
to be cut a0 green as to be only tit for fodder. 
. . . Altogether the country is in a most 
deplorable state, and 1 do not think there 
are 5 per cent. of the farmers who are 
not utterly insolvent, with their farms mort- 
aged end dropping into the hands of the 
aan Co:npanies. . . . As our- 
selves, we have had little to brag sbout in 
the eye of the world, with little but rags for 
raiment, and our food mainly a few vege- 
tables, sometimes no bread, and generally no 
bntter or sugar,” 

Although it is not my wish and very far 
from my interest to write discou ly re- 

rdipg the immediate future of toba 
T th bit my duty to write these words of 
caution, for [am convinced that letters such 
as Dr, Edmundsa’s may be the cause—un- 
intentional, of course—of bringing much 
more misery than happiness to the majority 
of those who read and act upon their 
suggestions, 


Part 3 117 kb 


1885 — June 4 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, Po 


[ still “Rebellion” news] = check for details 


Indian Head: Rifle match between country and town home guards as part of celebration of 
Queen’s Birthday. (May 24) — includes names of some home guard members 


“Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company are building a dam across Spring Creek near north side of 
railway for water supply to their new flouring mill.” Mill will have 50 hp engine and is expected 
to be open for business soon. 


Cricket club formed. A.J. Osment vice president. 


“All the boys who were out on transport service will be home in a few days, and red painting will 


then be in order.” 
1885 — June 11 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, Pp. 


[More Rebellion updates. ] — check for details 


Indian Head: “The new flouring mill machinery was started today (Tuesday) by Mr. Pye of 
Minneapolis, Minn. Everything worked splendidly and grinding will be commenced in a few 
days.” 
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“INDIAN HEAD - The First Flour. Indian Head, June 14 — The Bell farm flouring mill was opened 
for public grists on Friday. Jack, chief of the Assiniboines, presented the first wheat for grist, and 
carried away the first flour made at Indian Head. As the wheat he had was growing on his 


reserve, it speaks well for his Indians.” 


1885 — June 18 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, fo 


“Indian Head. Count d’Esterhazy and G. Dory de Tobbahaza, Hungarian nobles, and A.F. Eden of Winnipeg, were 


guests of Mrs. and Major Bell this week.” ( both signed the Bell Farm Visitors Register) 


“The flouring mill is now open to the public. Mr. D. Cook, of Minneapolis, is in charge of the 
machinery, and Mr. Harvey, of this place, is looking after the rollers. The first public grist 
received into, and the first flour turned out of, the mill, was the property of and belonged to 
Jack, the chief of the Assiniboines, whose reserve is south of here. The wheat presented by him 
was excellent, and is part of what was grown on his reserve during the past season. This speaks 
well for our Indians, and shows plainly what they can do if they have competent instructors.” 


| OUR COUW'TRY. 


Opinions of a Distinguished 
Hangorian Visitor, 
sada doi geesghate 
|| Detally of Min Trip Through the 
West—-Pavorable lwpressions 
of the Contry. 


Two distinguished yivitors in the por- 
sons of Count D'Estorhazy and Mr. 
D'Dory are at tho Leland. They are 
New York eapitulists with a philanthre- 
pic turn and are deoply inturusted in the 
wulfaro of their fellow countrymen, inany 
|| of whom they bope tu bring out and 
. paetcle iu the Cavadian Narchweat. They 
reside in Now York and fora number of 
yoars haye Coveted spocial attention tu 
all thunyurian immigrants, whom thuy 
| Vhuve advised and assiated in the import. 

ank matler of settling on suitable lands. 
Count LY Raterhazy hax been taking a 
look at tho linds along the line of thu C. 
P.R., and lnat evening ho gave a ro- 
porlor tho following account of his trip; 

“L lofs Winnipeg on Wednoaday, 10th 
inst,, incompany wilh Mr, D'Dory a 
Mr, A. F, Eden, Land Coamissioneyr of 
the M. & N. W. railway. Wo arrived at 
indian Unad at midnight ere 
mot rinya Bent by oul 
tho , which comyeyod us to 
hia residence, wher ero untertained 
most hoepitably by and Mrs, Beli. 


Suc) fos $n.) ADL 


1885 — June 19 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Count D’Esterhazy and Mr. D’Dory visit Bell Farm 


Lm J wy any we Mas. SV. 
L wis considerably surprised to lind tho 
farm ita shape ejtial to any Marupoan 
oatablishment. Next morning we drove 
the Iand vnder cultivation aud the 
saplained to us the guccessft! 
working Of his aypicultural procesa, ‘The 
wheat appeared excollunt, promising to 
yivldarich harvest. 1 wasylad tu svo thata 
system of summer fallowing waa being 
oxtensively cariivl out. We then in- 
spected the new flour mill with all the 
latest improvements in machinery, ‘end | | 
having a capacity of 120 harrels a day ;| | 
also tho new clevator containing 40,000 
bushelo of wheat. Thoss tegethor with | 
the oxtensive stables nnd largo juplement 
shed which ahvllored a large awmeunt of 
valuable farming nachiuery alorded ua 
great intovest, and gave un some idea of 
the magnitude of the operations uf tho 
farm. On Friday morning we went in 
to Rogina, stopping by the way at Qu'- | | 
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1885 — 20 June — Otago Witness, New Zealand - also refers to Major Bell touring in England 


http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast Pa=d&d=OW18850620.1.7&e=------- 10--61---- 


2%22Bell+farm%22-- Major Bell "lecturing in Britain" 
1885 — June 25 — July 9 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. __ 


[July 9 - date when Big Bear is captured, continues Rebellion news] — check for details 


1885 — June 30 — as reported in the July 9 — Brandon Mail, p. 7 — Sir Henry Tyler visits Bell Farm 


“SIR HENRY TYLER — What He has to say about the Rockies. Sir Henry Tyler and party, 
accompanied by superintendent Egan, arrived back from the Rocky Mountains yesterday 
morning about 5 o-clock. To a reporter he gave the benefit of some observations he made 
during the trip. The Bell farm was visited and the party escorted over it by Major Bell. Sir Henry 
was very much pleased with all the arrangements, and formed a high opinion of the mode of 
farming adopted on the farm. He also saw the steam roller mill at work. The crops, he said, 


” 


looked very well, as they also did on the experimental farm which were visited. ..... 


1885 — June - Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
170 June 4, R. V. Martinsen New York United States — Rudolph V. Martinsen was an American financier 
1885 and a Director of the Canadian Pacific Railway. 
171 10 June Cy Henty London, England 
1885 
172 June 11, | Count d’Esterhazy | New York City United States — Hungarian nobleman travelling in North America; 
1885 established settlement at Esterhazy 
173 G. Dory de New York United States — Hungarian nobleman travelling in North America 
Tobbahaza 
174 Arthur. F. Eden Winnipeg Manitoba — investor in the Bell Farm in 1886 Ref: Ed Morgan 
History, p. 55 
175 June 13, Robert J. Boyd, London, England 
1885 L.R.C. Pte 
176 Claude Hamilton Ayr, Scotland 
177 June 30, | H.H. Tyler Pymmes Park, Sir Henry Tyler 
1885 Edmonton, 
England 
178 Edmond ....sis Toronto, Canada | Ontario 
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179 ..PPP...enton London, England 
180 C.W. Tyler London England 
181 Gay.... R. Hughes Maldon, England 


1885 — July 2 — Brandon Sun, p. 12 — Notes from a Rebellion era Teamster, including Bell Farm — very 


SOME NOTES BY A TEAMSTER 
Wii THE NORTH-WEsT 
FIELD FORCE, 


Uae Sunday aftermoom towards the mid- 
dle of April while baving » pipe after diuner 
in bachelor’s quarters on a farm near Plam 
Creek, and revelling in a pile of Mlustrated 
Londou News, Times, and other English 
papers received by post the day before, a 
neighbour Laret brimming over with pews 
Of the rebellion in the Northwest, how 
that things ivoked! rather black, and that no 
ecd of fellows trom Plas Creek were volun 
terring tor Sthe tront, while others were uf 
fering themselves and their tears to carry 
supplies for the troops. My informant ad. 
ded the (eovernment are paying enormous 
Wager, $10 a day, for teame, and “toding 
everythiag I determined if I could get my 
crop put io and taken off, to go te Brandon 
the next day, and either volunteer, or team 
supplies, so called on a neighbour within an 
hour of my friend's communication, and ar. 
ranged with him to fiaish the sowing. I bad 
only 9 acres, and he agreed tw pst in 30 
acres, awd take the crop off. I started for 
Brandon the next day, and found that no 
more \olnuteers were required, bat that 
teamsters were wanted, but that they were 


to get Bia siay, instead of, as I had been 
told $10, and aleo had to sign what seomed 
to me @ very one-sided agreement, very 
much in favor of the hirer, the hiree having 
very little show. I was to be ready at the 
railway station the next day at 11 a.m., 
when we were to ship on a freight train for 
QuAppelle. The followizg day it poured 
in torrents, and I didn’t relish the idea of 
my horses standing in the rain at the depot 
so thought I would go howe, help my 
frieud putin more crop, and return in a 
week's time or so. A lucky determination 
for myself. We putin 72 acres, instead of 
30, aul when I came back inten days, 
teams Were in great request and were re. 
ceiving $7 a day, instead of $5. I had an 
idea at the time that one would get better 
pay by going to Qu'Appelle and hiring 
directiy from the (rovernment, instead of 
through middlemen in Brandon, and such 
proved to be the case. Men who hired at 
ee § ye at the time I did in Brandon. re- 
ceived §S per day, the middlemen in Bran- 
don collaring, I suppose, the extra dollar a 
day. | was sorty afterwards not tw have 
shipped my team to Qu'Appelle and aired 
there. No reliable information was to be 
obtained in Brandon, I arrived in Brandon 
from Plan. Creek about balf-past four in the 
afternoon of the 25th of April, saw the agent 
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| who said I was just in time, that I must 


fortunately brought oats and we purchased | 
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have my team and wagyon at the freight 
sheds in am hour's time for shipment on a 
train going away directly, and he added, 
you must take a hay rack. I said] hadn't 
got one with me. He said, ** Well, I guess 
you had better get one made,” so I went 
to a coach builder, who agreed to make one 
in half an hour, and that builder of buck- 
boards aml buggies had the conscience 
te charge #4 fora rough imitatation of a 
hay-rack, not worth a dollar. There va | 


not time to argue so 1 paid the ‘noney and 
hastened tothe freight sheds and put the 
Waggon into a car with eignt o ard 
the horses on a horse car. [wenty eames 
were shipped that day from Brandon. Men 
shipping from Winnipeg, Selkirk, Morris, 
oe agp Sh points, I found out afterwards, 

were supplied with rations for oe 


and with oats and hay for their horses for 
the journey, but pone were served out to us 
My aN pags hay-rack was too large to 
go inside the car, so 1 borrowed an axe from 
aC.P.K. handand quickly knocked it to 
At Qa’ Appelle I found that those 
men with hay-racks on their waggons, had 
bigyer loads in consequence than those who 
did not possess racks, so having carefully | 
tixed up and put the rack on for our inspec. 
tion, I took it off and left it im a safe place 
at Qa Appelle, When I returned to Qu'ap. | 
pelle 6 weeke afterwards it was gone, some | 
one one boned ve ea pant wen in the 
ng sbi from Brandon and co uent- 
wap — but when they found that they 
had to pearry the tent, cooking apparatus, 
and all kinds of extras, they soon followed | 
my example, and got rid of their racks 
The train with our teams &c., on board 
left Brandon shout 9 o'clock in the eveui 
and we reached Broadview about 7 o'cloc 
the neat morning, where we had time to 
water and feed the horses. Some of us had 


8 September 2024 


ay in Broadview amd got breakfast 
for ourselves. Just before we came to In. 
dian and some after, we passed 


epee 


land on 

both sides of of the line, with numerous sub- 

stantially built and looking 

houses about. Bat no opera- 

Tee ten ee 
caboose to doing on, a 

told thas all the men were away 


S 2 2 0 oe oe oN eo es eet OB se OF oe tWtiwn ss we «see eos - . we 6 we HF +e 
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without complaint, but it was different 
— Dick, and Harry of the rank and 


R F 
4 
|. | electing one ™ 1 taking bis 
iy | ter, aod that rations and outiit would be ¥ || turn ata days cooking. by rotation right 
ly | Served cut tous Head teamster isa most|¢ || along. We then up medical stores 
thankless billet. He no extra Oy nor 1 | | for the wounded, consisting of medicines, 
i recponsibaagt' over the others, yetis ¢ || mattrasses. Ac., our loads varying from 15 
Ie og hier setae and for | ¢ || to YO hundredweight each, and we were told 
\, | the outfit. _ The outtit consisted acapital = || totry and make two days teaming in one, 
‘ podem Mei by ola ook sue cake t | | as the stores were greatly wenden: Fort 
pace otheine pes, & Deck and atin/t || QvAppelle the first station from Troy is 
— wots each man, the Govern t |] 18 maes on a good road until you reach 
e eres evidently : that fingers + || the top of the road descending into the val- 
| psy pes Farge orks, Kuives and spoous a || ley, w ich is amazingly steep an ugly place 
Ay pveserr peri ere given tous. Then the | ay || to go down with # load. Heweeet. We ate 


teamster was told to go to the office 4 down all right. We heard of a 


e 

to be the ones to stand hardships the of the Fort, a very ord looking «wel- 

a the Crimean war the officers of a ling house, ornamented with a flagstaff, and 

the Guards, a darlings of London suviety, | ai | | #urrounded — - aby see about 8 feet 
accustomed to every luxury, and when, as | o| high, something Like aa 

Was the cause at the coanbecabshabat of the || for horses and ca looks as if it 

campaign in ISh4, the commissariat was "| || was intended asa from Indians, 

saaly detective, and the winter very severe | t¢ || and asifa good kick would demolish the 

cheerfully bore the unaccustomed hardships | gi | | fortatieations. There is also a fluar mill, a 


Part 5 of 10 Part 6 of 10 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


| Gur alng mee ple 5 ee ten 
. rough a m 

it TS as this place and had to | 4 
» | double up. Luckily there was a Gover. | | 
| aeekah Donikteeds Oe oie soe 
' . w t oa 

y | after the fed written oat an onder for i 
Sendo aes | 

e were t we 
' tmiade 50 mi strange road, would be charged for shoeing, 

“ital in places, by one day. ; : co ari ' | obtained from Mr. Hecate Vo a | 
on horses. ike " apesietes the Government to look after 
‘Touchwood, Swinford, Wise, &c., consists eee eee amd Clarke's Cree. | | 

of one tent anc a pile of baled hay, and bags sing and who seemed to be thoroughly upto | 
of oats, and cans of meat tea, sugar, &e. || | open  yhgc ay . However, |‘ 
} | In the tent Ives the supply othcer and his|| » Whea paid of, no were made, | 
|| business is to superintend the loading || } | #4 in every way all through the teamsters | { 
|| and unloading of supplies, and tol]! » have been treated inthe most liberal uan- | 4 
|| serve out rations, and to take a record pa the Govermment, Neat daz we | 
} of the names aml work of the teamsters i but me gE Se tered 
At Troy we were told that there would Le | | h | Salt eit biak rot pia rao | 
| | fresh teams to take out the medical stores || | with numberiens stagnems lokeo and | 
) | from Houghton aud that we were to return, | | frnge! witha white brown sun of 
} | but we found when we got to Houghton salt. Most of these when we return 
) | that there were no teams waitiug forus, In od were dricd up, the trail except in 
} | the morning we hitched up for Batoche, an || ¢ | two or three must horrible holes, one place 
Sdavs’ drive. The Quobec Cavalry and|| , | ¥ it took six borses to drag out an { 
>| ammunition teams camped at Houghton with euipty was far better thaa the 
}|\ us. The weather was cold, and the Quebec ; trai T The 
men's horses scemed to feel the teniperature y next day we made Swinfort, 110 miles from 
>| much more than ourhorses. ‘The road from Troy aud 125 miles from Clarke's Orcesing, | 
| | Houghton to Touchwoud has some very bad || | | Here the Supply Officer, Me, Kobert Ste | 
b | places in it, such as alkali beds where the || | "4" 8 og we thes we | 
) | wagon sinks np to the axle, and when it is || * oc tee Ree stores te hp text samen 14 
| | necessary to hitch on two or four horses to| | [ peat ite ee See erence Hel’ 
| | @ team toe carry them through. The road r iso told as ore ct aig 4 
through exquisite scenery, beautitul || | | beat — between Swivford amd Wise 
ase, ay vga directions through || | one day with a load and retarning the i 
monly d bills, There were bite bere || , Sllowing day empty. We were most for 
| | and which brought Colridge’s beau- Pp tamate tn being located on this beat of 23 | 
tiful lives, titles between Suintord sod Wise, for it { 
erm by a ae GR 
and +o f sir, , , Sheen were only two tn 
ae Sere Seaeeered Hous there h. h ' ary weather, A; boar laads were soon i 
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> feeb, bat a of days rain would 
hdr nem got rence, even om our, bit of 
/ good trail. The teams running on the Salt 
t F and T had amighty hard 
hog © tee = pow egy pd 
| be these millions of acres 
+ | of cook land. some it is true, looked rather 
t | lightend stony. Here we had come more 
} , than a hundred miles from Qu'Appelle, and 
except 2 few aoe oes half 
breeds in the Toachwood . 29 far as 
| the eye could reach om toth sides af the 
) | trail, not a buman being or asign of civiilza. 
- tion, barring the gtelegraph sn ool yet 
» there are people tu Ireland mariering one 
b asother for an acre or so of land that would 
+ | uot feed a ‘Uur life for six weeks was 
FL See cece without change from one 
», day oanother. We took out a load of cats 
+, or biscuits or other su in one day to 


distant, where w 


i theBiert station 23 mi 
ke 


bye take where some of us used to get a swim 


: farm it was a yperfe t holiday 
Pp many aman b Riel tor doing such a 
| turm to the farmers of Manitoba, who 
b | before ths business was uncommonly hard 
up, but through his rebellion were on their 
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| ox drivers or bull punchers—as they were 

usually called—getting @4). We were] 
all ordered down to Troy at the end of May 
to be paid off, and had the nity of 
going on again from Swift Current to Bat- 
tleford, a distance of 160 miles, either at 
Biaday or $3) per hundred pounds. 
When we returned to Troy we were paid 
of by the representatives of the udain 
Bay company and given free back 
from whence we came. 1 should add that 

-and Mr. br few at Troy were 
most co as and obliging, and that we 
had a most enjoyable trip. 

E. A. P. 


f legs again, some making $10 a day while 
others made from that down to ®5 a “7. 


according to the way they were hired. -—_—_o—___. 
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1885 — July 3 — The Northwestern Miller — Bell Farm Flour Mill 


“Jas. Pye, of the Pray Mfg. Co., returned last week from Indian Head, N.W.Ty., where he 
started up the new 125 bbl mill which his company built for the Qu’Appelle Farming 
Co.” 


1885 — July 9-— Brandon Mail, p. 7 — Sir Henry Tyler visits Bell Farm flour mill, and Rockies 


“SIR HENRY TYLER - What he has to say about the Rockies - Sir Henry Tyler and 
party, accompanied by Superintendent Egan, arrived back from the Rocky Mountains 
yesterday morning about 5 o-clock. To a reporter he gave the benefit of some 
observations he made during the trip. The Bell farm was visited and the party escorted 
over it by Major Bell. Sir Henry was very much pleased with all the arrangements, and 
formed a high opinion of the mode of farming adopted on the farm. He also saw the 
steam roller mill at work. The crops, he said, looked very well, as they also did on the 
experimental farms which were visited. Sir Henry was enthusiastic over the mountain 


n” 


scenery... . 


1885 —July 9 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, po 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
[Indian Head and dated July 1, cricket match at Indian Head between Qu’Appelle District and the 91° Battalion.] 
“For the military, Hodson, Bell and Laidlaw played well and for the Qu’Appelle District Resser, Tregent and 
Major Bell displayed very good form.” 


1885 — July 9 — North-Manchester Journal, Indiana, p. 4 — Bell Farm report, based on Pall Mall article 


“USEFUL HINTS. ..... The Pall Mall Gazette gives the purport of a conversation had by a 
correspondent with Major Bell, of the Qu’Appelle River farming charge of Bell farm, in the 
Canadian Northwest, and states that of the 54,000 acres of which the farm consists 13,000 
acres were under cultivation last year. The average yield of over 1,000 acres was twenty-five 
to thirty bushels of wheat an acre, and the crop can be made ready for shipment at a cost to 
the producer of thirty-four cents.” 


1885 — July 10 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Bell and Sinclair: Movement of troops at Clarke’s Crossing 


“THE TROOPS ! At Moose Jaw. Moose Jaw, July 9.— A number of teams ordered out yesterday 
to transport the Seventh Fusiliers from Clarke’s Crossing were recalled this morning by Major 
Bell, but were again ordered out this evening by W. R. Sinclair, chief of transport at Clarke’s 
Crossing, and will leave to-morrow at 6.” 


1885 — July 10 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 2 — Lengthy anti-Conservative government article 
relating to supposed irregularities of transport supplies during the Rebellion, including this extract 
mentioning Major Bell 


1885 — July 29 — Winnipeg Daily Times, p. 665 — Major Bell’s comment on Rebellion impact on the Farm 


“MAJOR BELL says the operation on the Bell farm have not been so extensive this year 
as in the past in consequence of the rebellion, many of the teams belonging to the farm 
having been engaged in the transport service. An immense crop, however, will be put in 
next spring.” 


1885 — July 31 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 2 — Bell accused of over charging Government for Bell Farm supplies 
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fl 


Wray? 


W 


——— 

ANVESTIGATION CALLED FOR. 
Wo havo already moro than onco re- 
ferred tu the disgraceful plundering of 
half-breeds which was done slong the 
Saskatchewan, by those In the confidence 
and employ of the Government. Thu 
petty thieving perpetrated thero was, 
howoyer, & small matter, except in so for 
as | aifected the poor people who wore 
thereby heartlessly reduced to poverty 
and suffering, But not so the stealing 
done elsowhero during tha campnign. 
Hundreds of thousands, if not millions 
of dollars woro grabbed by the sharks 
whom the Government took into its ser- 
vico in eomnoction with the transport 
and supply departmont, This is notori- 
ous, Thero is probabjy nota man in the 
Northwest, who has paid the least atlen- 
tien to passing events, who doos not 
know it. hero are not wanting those 
who oven have the offrontery to buast of 
their peculations, and to gloat publicly 
over their success in robbing tho country. 
“Not long agu wh had occasion tu. refer 
to some of lithle transactions in 
which Major of the Qu’Appello 
Valley Farming Company (limited), had 


a ee ee ee ee ee eee ee ee ee a 
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}} the 
}|efusion to the Manitoban accompanied 


+| Press had refused to publish it, 


|| been concerned, with more profit to him- |]; 


self and those associated with him, than 
to the Government. It may bo remem- 
bered that this is Lhe company of which 
his honor, Lieutenant-Governor Pewd- 
ney, not long ago was president, is 
stillalarge shareholder, Tho ‘ 4 
felt called upon to write the Free Press 
an impudent, vulgar, falso, and therefore 
eminently characteristio Jettor in reply. 


|| We were willing to publish tho false- 


hoods over the ‘ ‘a’ signature, but 
we drew tho lino at tho impudence and 


boun We intimated this, politely, to 
vamade,” who immediately sent his 


by a noto to the effect that the Free 
Ab un- 
truth more or loss is nothing to the ma- 


jer. “De minimis non curat lex;'" neither 
does the ‘ ts 


in this precious latter of the ‘uajor's" 


+] he hinted with suspicioua distinctness at 


tho patriotic promptitude with which, of 
course, at onormons losy to the “*Qu’Ap- 
pelle Valley Farming Company(limited) 
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of which he is managor and Mr. Dew- 
ney iss large sharohelder, teams vero 
supplied to the Gavyernamont at $10 a day 
whea they could have been got olsowhore 
in Manitoba or tho Northwest at $6.59 or 
luss, From this we are canvincod that 
our conjecture as to tho probability of a 
claim for consequontial dumages being 
proferred by tho company was not far 
astray. 

Thousands upon thousands of acres 
wil] nu doubt lie fallow—that la not th 
way tho managor liea--on the ‘ 
Farm," popularly go called, this year, bo- 
esuso tho * * had to let tho Gaveru- 
ment have his and Mr. Dowdnoy's toams 
for $10 a day when it would have cost 


him as much as $5 a day to re em 
for farming purposes. Tho ' * al- 
ways speaks in ‘‘thousands,” being « 
much morg practical ‘ persun than 
hia well-known byother-in-arms, ‘‘Cal- 
onel Sollers,” who dealt in 
“uilliona,” Therefore, after having 


cleared 86.2 ton on his contract for 
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forwarding supplies to the front, after 
having auld rotton hay at a remunerative 
number of dollars a ton, and scooped in 
more money by farming Covernment 
contracts than he ever dreamed of mak- 
ing by farming the land which tho Gov- 
ernment holped him and Mr. Deowdney 
to turn scoroa of valuable settlors away 

t is not improbable that the 
$ ‘ will next bob upssronely at 
Ottawa witha claim for consequential 
dammyes on account of his “impressed” 
teams. 

But, after all, the “major” fe not 
much, if any, worse than tho rest of tho 
noblo army of grabbors whom tho Gov- 
ernment marshalled on the plains 
of the Northwest to grapple with 
—the publictreasury. They investod the 
transport service; they charged the 
commisnrint; they swarmed  ocyory 
whero, Tho possible reason why 
the grasshoppers hayo not come this year 
is becnuse thoy know that tho agouts and 
contractors of the Government havo been 
over tho country before them. The worst | | 
feature in connection with the ravages 
committed by thess creatures of the Gov- 
ernment, waa that while they wore filling 
up, tho volunteors were too often left 
empty, jn Lhe literal senso of that word- 
Whilo tho ‘ " et hoc ganus omne, 
wero making fortunes out of the trans- 


—_ 


prey 


a a i a a a 
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— 


oS 


i i nd 


|} oacies sent thom frum home, and some- 
+ | times 


+1 bo instituted before any more mousy ia 


tite corrupt recklessness that ita dear 


+4 little ‘*pile.” 


port, the troups could not get the doli- 


not even tho necessaries. 

We trusb that it will not ombarraza the 
Government, or interfore with tho Riel 
tria], or endanger the stability of our In- 
stitutions in any way if we now aslk that 
an, investigation of some of these matters 


puid out on rebellion accounta. Tho pro- 
bability ia that the Government ls alimoat 
as woll pleased as aro the boneficiarics of 


friands have heon enabled to mako* their 
If not, prompt and public 
enquiriea will be made with regard to the 
management of the supply and transport 
services in the recent campaign, 

b -—_._ ___.-_____} 
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1885 — July 31 — Regina Leader, (reported on Aug. 13, 1885, p. 4) — Major and Mrs. Middleton visit Bell Farm 


“General Middleton and Mrs. Middleton left for the East on Friday in the General’s special car. 
Major Smith and Major Jarvis and Capt. Young, accompanied by a number of prominent citizens, 
waited on the General to wish him bon voyage.” 


(Frank’s Note: as the Middletons left Winnipeg on August 4, the “Friday” referred to above 
would have been on July 31st. No confirmation yet that they stopped at the Bell Farm. Sources 
hat mention such a visit include: 


e Indian Head: History of Indian Head and District, p. 6 “After the war was over General 
Middleton and his staff were entertained at the Bell Farm on their way back east. The 
party included “Gatling-Gun Howard”, who with his new gun had played a major role in 
the Rebellion.” 

e = Fifty Mighty Men, by Grant MacEwen, p. 101: “When the war was over and the troops 
were returning east, General Middleton and his staff were entertained at the bell farm 
where they saw stylish saddle and carriage horses which were the pride of Major and 
Mrs. Bell, 250 cattle, 900 pigs and more farm equipment than they had seen before — 
seven steam threshers, 45 binders, 40 seeders, 80 sets of harrows and numerous 
wagons and things.” 


1885 — July — Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
182 July 24, J. Wrigley Winnipeg Manitoba 
1885 
183 Capt. Samuel Stony Mountain Manitoba Captain S. Lawrence Bedson selected the site of the 
Lawrence Bedson Stoney Mountain prison and ran the institution. He was also a 


wildlife enthusiast and kept a large herd of buffalo. Part of this 
herd he later sold to Major Bell who planned on breeding them 


with cows. 


Bedson also took part in the North West Rebellion 


1885 — Aug. 1 — Daily British Colonist, Victoria, B.C., p. 2 — Report on telephone system on the Bell Farm 
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[Boston Transcript. } 
of Bell Farm (Qu'’Appelle | 
River Farming company, Cnnada), con- | 
sisting of 13,000 acres under cultivation, 
avesx London journalist the following | 
description of the use of the telephoue in 
farming: “One feature that ls somewhat 
novel, perhaps, iu our management is the 
employntent of ‘the telephone. At 8 
o'clock every evening I press my button, 
and put myself into communication with 
my divisional foremen. give them 
perhaps ten minutes each, but in each 
case the others hear whut 1 um saying, 
though they are four or five miles apart 
both from me and from one nuother, 
Every man must carry out my orders, 
rightor wrong. If he does not, off he 


7 
| 
The Telephone mn Farming. i 
' 
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i" 
ee 


goes 


av> 
Every horse, too, hat its appointed 
task set every evening, sixtesa to twent 
milesaday. But-bere lam more merci- 
ful, and if a horse gives out, why, the 
foreman only has to go to his telephone 
and tell me of it, und [ reduce the anl- 
mal’s task, taking off two miles a day, 
igi go The whole machine is worked | | 
n this way as easily by a single overseer | { 
as if it were a mutter of thirteen and not of | | 
18,000 acres; and all the discussion about 
the’ comparative advantages of large and 
smal}) farming is really rather out of date, 
for the telephone sable you to combine 
them both. The telephone and federation 
are quite ns applicable, | assure you, to 
farms as to states. Every 200 acres hos @ 
cottage on it, with a mun living on fl, vent | 
free, and having churge of three horses, 
This system gives us au iuwneuse pull 
over other farms, such as Dalrymple’s, 
the next biggest to ours, which are worked 
from a single'centre,;so that «a team will 
have to go four or five miles, perlaps, to 
et to its work;that is sheer waste. These 
omesteads are grouped into divisions, of 
which there are Jiye on the farm altogether, 
with a divisional foreman responsible fo1 
each. The men employed in each division 
report every duy to the foreman und the 
foremen report to me. Local mutters, 
are jeft to them; imperial conceros are. 
reserved for me ut my telephone, ” 


| SS 
ee 
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1885 — August 4 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Fist fight at Qu’Appelle between Major Bell and Metcalfe 


“CITY AND PROVINCE — Some little sensation was created at Qu’Appelle station on Friday by 
the occurrence of a fracas between Mr. Metcalfe, the Government auctioneer, and Major Bell, 


of the Transport Service. From words they came to blows, and were in a fair way to find out 


which was the best man when they were separated. It is generally understood that Mr. 


Metcalfe has serious charges to make against the Major which will no doubt be fully ventilated 


at the proper place and at the proper time.” 


1885 — August 13 — Brandon Sun — Letter to the Editor on Major Bell’s role in the Rebellion 
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“A BIG STEAL.” 


Hew Tory Jobbers Profited by 
the Rebellion. 


QUe'arrecee, July 17.— These teamsters 
fot pretty well paid for hauling supplies,” 
f remarked toa leading official connected 
with the administration of justicein the 
Territories a few days ago. 

* Well paid, | should say they «id,~ 
was the answer, “ Why not oaly had they 
to yet four or five prices for hauling the 
load, hut in a great many cases they got the 
low too.” Why,” continued the official, 
that Hell farm ces been made profitable at 
last, but | guess if everything were known 
there woukt be very few kuighthoods gran- 
ted in convection with this business, bvery 
jobber in the Northwest who had any in 
uence with the Ciovernment has made a 
fortune, and it will not be surprising if 
they try and provoke another rebellion if 
they can do as well out of it. Why, there 
are tous cf provisiovs, oats. hay, clothing. 
aml other supplies purchased for the troops 
rotting along the trans routes, Between 
Touchwood and Clarks crossing there are 
thovurandls of Wushel« of oats growing in bags 
lw the side of the crail, and 
(iod knows how much the teamsters have 
hitdon and cached tor future use. Some 
of these parties have enough of everything 
todo them fur years. J tell you it was 

A RIG STRAL ALL HORN)». 


—— 


A WG STRAL ALL KORN), 


Twice as mach was boucht as was uecessary, 
vecause the Bell Farm Compauy anc all th 
uther middlemen were anxious make all the 
bers they could out cf the purchase aud 

uling of the stuff.” 

‘But was there no check on them *” 

“How could there be any chesk when 
the ian who bought tor the Government, 
and the man from whom the supplies were 
got was the sane persvu. Why. ervgry man 
connected with the Bell Farm establishurent 
was epgaged as teamater, clerk, supperin- 
tendent or supply otficer, art all the tean:s 
lwlonging to the company were engaged at 
S10 per day. and the men who drove them 
were also puld as *auporintendents’ vo look 
after themselves, 1 guess Iewdaey bas a 
large interest in that concers,” my infor- 
mant added in response to an emjuiry as to 
huw the Bell Farm had fored sv well, 


FURTHER INViSTH. ATION, 


earings such staterenut« from au ap- | 
the present (ttawa cuverument, | 


pointes 
aml one who has always been regarded axa 
staunch and 


tigated. amd the revelations were appalling. 


formation, 
ereak could give very little but general sup- 
positions aml conjectures, while those who, 
one could judge from their'conversationf, vew 
the facts, were reticent, most of them being 
eyidertly mixed upin some way with the 
xreater or lesser ** rivgs ” 
aud transport called isto existenee. From 
volunteers “from: the front a gomd many 
— could be obtained, but the poor fel- 
o 


‘lenounce ina general way the inefficiency 
of the supply service and the scanty eyjuip- 
ments duled out to them. There ix no louger 
any doubt that (Genecal Middleton's delay 
in pushing forward towar.« Hatoche after 
the battle of Fish Creek was owing to the 
want of supplies, though the services had 


intivential Couservative, 17! 
thought the matter should be farther inves. | 
At first it was a ditlicnit mutter te get in- 
Those who were willing to j 


| 
| 


which the supply | 


| 
i- | 


ws bad little time to talk, amd coal! only + 


uJ 
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been over a month orgavized. The tirst || 
idea that seemed to strike the Nerthwest ! 
Tories when they heard of the insarrectivn | 
was the grand cance is would offer for ' 
spoil, ** Supplies will have to be Lought ae 
any price,” they argued, “and ‘the trans- 
tion wiil prove a rich harvest for job- 

ré aml middlemen.” And so it iss 
' 

t 


out. Every supply officer, and eyers com- 
mander of a battalion was surroumled by 
these harpies, vach crying, 
CINE CS a #u0W, CoLONeL, 

aml whet, asked to explain their meaning. | 
they would point out that oe Loran of all . 
kinds woul! be wanted, and that they 
might as well get the job as anyboly else. | 
Une ot the most fruitfel causes of jobbery | 
and loss to theGoveroment Wax the appoint | 
ment of broken down Tory merchants and 
political hangers-on as supply orficers in 
preference to militia officers who understocd 
the business, and there were plenty tw do 
the work. Bat the one idea of the depa:t- | 
ment at Ottawa seemed to be tu put 
money into the hands of the {riers of the | 
Ministry, All the instructions isseed from 
the Militia department lead to that con-ic- 
tion. At the outset Mr. Sam Bedeun, the 
keeper of the Manitoba Penitentiary, was 


a tel chief supply officer, n.any militia 
° pas over, Why select Mr. 
Bedson? He had other duties to look after, 


which be neglected. The appoictmen: of 
Mr. Bedsua is 
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VIYERLY tN VEFENSI BLE. 

| Ik was ** creasing the fat pic.” aml his re- 

| patation as the manager of the Penitentiary 

) Was certainly not euch as to point him ons 
ar the ooly man in the Northwest compe: 

} tent te fultii the daties, However, be went 

. 8 leaving the Meuitentiary to take care of 
steelf. and the result was thet several con- 
sicts escape! Whether thie news has 
reached you in the east or wot. it is strictly 
true. 

Men why were at the Rotoche fight asert 
that some of these well pak! Government 
‘employees dul net show a very gost exam 
: es to the men on that occasivs. It is pub- 

iely asrerted here that one cf the vfticers 
of the transport service teck wrscsion of 
| Gabriel Dumont’s billiand table the most 
valuable article about the piace, aml onlered 
Hit te be sent back to his place in Macitoba 
‘nw doubt at Government expense. It is also 
‘awerted, aod there is vircumstantial evi- 
-sdlemce te support tie statement, that the 
* sarne oGecial urdered a ntiber of the ponics 
eaptured from the rebels at lish Creek to 
Ine sent ilown to his farm at Stoney Moun- 
, tain, and hi< orders were carried out, The 
reperts of the alleged elowting by the volun- 
i teurs after Kateche appear to be greatly et. 
acveratesl, The men behaved remarkably 
well. considering the examples set them by 
; Mr. Caron’s supply officers. 
"Now | have got what] wanted and 
will make things hum,” Major bell isreport- 
iedto have said when he received his com 
mission te purvlive supplies for the Vovern- 
ment. Aml they hawmed. Uay bought 
froin the farmers at $10 and $12 a ten was 
seh tu the Government as * the product of 
the Bell Farm,” at $20 amd 325 per tou. 
Messrs, Bedson and Bell seemed to have un- 
derstood each other thoroughly, and the 
latter seems to have been given every possi- 
Ide latitude. Ile had carte blanche and 
did pretty much as he pleased. The first 
move Waa to put the whole staff of the Hell 
| farm on (sovernment rations and pay. Teams 
amd teamsters from the Kell Farm were en. 
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waged Shy Mr, ell himself. These teams 
were the only teams paid for at such extor 
aionate rates. Others receiveal 85, 2 and 
£>. Teams were 
SENT OCT BALY LADEN, 

The mere teams required the better for the 
company. Clerks. superiutemlents, black- 
smiths, carpenters, laboress. ete., counected 
with the Liell Farm wers all placed on the 
pay list. Everything that could he fornish- 
wl by tne establishment, at first or second- 
hand, was bought for the Government and 
maid for at exorbitant rates. A well-known 
Torry jobber, and the nephew ofa newly. 
appointed senator, is reported to have gone 
arvund Winnipeg offering to get the ten- 
ders of such aud such parties accepted, pro 

vided he was allowed to have ashew. A 
little scandal, a dispute between some of 
the jobbers, arose out of these tenders which 
tends to throw licht on the whole system 
that was deliberately organize) to plunder 
the Canadian public. As the details of the 
dispute are lengthy, ] must reserve them 
for my next letter. W. «3. A, 


—_———— 


PA at Rae 
A BEKNIGUTED COUNTRY, 

Whon “Major” Boll of the Qu'Appelle 
Valley Farming Co., Limited, (If we havo 
not set out accurately the full name and 
atyle of the woll-known agricultural and 
philanthropical institution over whieh 
the “major” presides with so much sat- 
isfaction Lo hitnself, we apologize to tho 
managemont) has beon made a Kk. C. M, 
Ui, for services in the Morthwoat, the roll 
of Canadian knighthood will havo beon 
rounded out and made perfect. 

Me. Caron has boen made o “Sir’ for 
having had his department in o porfectly 
imbecile condition at tho outbreak of tho 
rebellion, and for having allowed things 
to manuge themselyes—tho Government 
supplying the moncy—during its contin- 
vance, General Middleton has had con- 
ferred on him a similar honor (%) for 
having caused to bo done badiy what 
those under him would have done 
promptly and well. 
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1885 — Aug. 20 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 2 — Satirical comment ona knighthood for Major Bell 


Thore must, therefore, be no unfsir 
discrimination against tho “major.” No 
ene can doubt thatho now has money 
enough to support adequately any dignity 
which ler Majesty may see fit to confer 
upms him. Tho ‘major’ has not been 
a palrivtic agrivulturiat for nothing; nvi- 
ther has he had p hand in the transport 
rervicu in vain, By al] meana lot us hare 
hua knighted. There aro others posseas- 
ingelrong claims to distinction, wo are 
well aware, but the “major” is facile 
ptinceps in this, as he was in the ‘*trans- 
fer” of supplies. 

We do nut know anything about hor- 
aldry, tkeroforo if our Inngunge fs not ox- 
actly such as to commond itself fo Car- 
ter, king-at-arme, whoover or whateyor 
he mzy be, we bey that he will attribute 
it to our ignorance, not to any lack of de- 
airs on our part to be of service to the 
new knights. Wo are not aware that gal- 
iaut and blushing K, C. M. G.'a are ro-| J 
quired, asarule, to abandon their old |s 
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urmorial bearings, if they haypon te have 

property of that kind, and adopt othurs 

aa fresh as their titles or thomsclyos, but 

if they ara, we would reapactfully suggest 

to Sir Fred, some such erost oa a greasy 

hand, grasping knife, fork and napkin, 

with the motio: ‘There they go, like 

pack of d—im fools,” How would u 

‘thard-tack” do for Sir Caron's crost ; 

motto: “Semper non parntus?" For For the suggestions which we havo 
hia '‘quarterings” (thatsoundas liko uw her, thrown cut, there are mo charges, Wo 
aldic word) Sir Fred. might utilizo a half- mako them gratuitously, out of the respect 
breed pony—apecies, Batoche—a buck- which we bear to Canadian knighthood 
board, furs, and miacellaneoua erticles— in goneral, and from a conyictlon of the 
same locality. Sir Caron might find special morits of tho Jatest chorsn mom- 
bare-focted volunteers, rotten knapsacka, bers of the order, On this hazpy and 
and supernniuuated gartridges, useful ond and auspicious occasion we have but ono 
appropriate for a like purposo. They rogret, and it ls that the services of the 
willhayve to arrange with the heralds’ Qu'Appelle Valloy Farming Conipany, 
college all about the * rampant” and Limited, have boon overlooked. Oh, 
*“couchant,” ‘' gules,” “or,” ‘‘ argent,” that the major,” or even Mr. Dowd- 
etc, Wecan give them no * pointers’ noy, had boon remombered ! 

in that direction. ne] 
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1885 — Aug. 22 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 2 — Major Bell and Transport issues at Qu’Appelle 


i 

THRE TRANSPORT PATSLEIOTS, 

Referring to the mannor in which the 
peopie of Canada—not the Covermuent— 
wore robbed by tho transport shacks, it 
might to portinent to inquire why tho 
salarivs of the clorks in pee de- 
partment were raised from two dollurs 
and a half per day to feur dollars and a 
half, Some inyuisitive poople acom to 
hoagino that it was donv becuuse the 
aforesaid clorka know too much about the 
truo inwardness of the gigantic eteul going 
on, and coulda’t possibly keep ninm 
without a consideration,” but of couree 
this cannot bo the correct oxplanation 
because the contracture wouldu’t think 
of such 4 thing as bleeding the country 
in such a» emergency, and then ef course 
our high-toned Government wouldn't por- 
mutt it nayway—at all ovents rot with- 
out *'a consideration.” Whon cho aboyo 
question has been satisfactorily anewered, 
we shall probably have anothor interro- 
gation or two ready—if nut avonor. 
fn tf 105 kb 
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Number Date 


Name Residence Comments 
184 August ..., | Walter Blackburn Balgonie Saskatchewan 
1885 
185 R. Gordon Winnipeg Manitoba 
186 Charles Edward Balgonie Saskatchewan 
Butler 

187 Henry Tanner London, England | Same as #69 & 247 — Tanner was part of Gov. Gen. Lansdowne 
entourage from Winnipeg west in Sept 1885, but left at 
Minnedosa, before they reached the Bell Farm. 


1885 — August / Sept - Prof. Tanner visited the Bell Farm and reported on progress 


On reaching Winnipeg on the evening of September 18th last, 
somewhat wearied with my lengthened prairie journey, I found an 
invitation awaiting me to join the members of the Provincial 
Government, in accompanying the Governor-General (His Excel- 
lency the Marquis of Lansdowne) on his trip along the Manitoba 
and North-Western Railway. That invitation I accepted with 
much pleasure, and early the next morning we left Winnipeg in a 
special train. For a distance of nearly 60 miles we really retraced 
the course I had travelled the preceding day, and I again passed 
through those broad plains of rich pasture lands which extend 
along the side of the Canadian Pacific Railway, buat we left this line 
of railway at Portage la Prairie. At this point His Excellency 


p. 38 


THE DELL FARM COLONISATION SYSTEM. 


The Bell Farm, which is situated in the Qu'appolle district, has 
attracted much attention by reason of the large extent of land 
which it contains—about 64,000 acres, It has aleo reosived much 
consideration because of the magnitude and excellence of its tillage 
operations. It is, however, desirable to state that these points of 
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detail are simply incidental to the carrying out of a definite 
colonisation scheme. In my Report issued in 1883 this system 
was explained somewhat in detail, and I quote from it the following 
remarks—" I have now to report upon a colonisation scheme in 
which the work is being carried out by a company having the com- 
mand of a large capital. The general scheme is to bring the land 
into cultivation, dividing it into 300 farms, each having a comfort- 
able residence, with stabling and shedding enough for its stock. 
When this has been accomplished, these farms, with the stock and 
implements upon each, will be { «ly valued, and the men who 
helped to carry out the improver «ts will each have the offer of 
his own farm at a valoation pric he paying for the same by a 
series of annual instalments. In the meantime each man receives 
wages, and he has his house and one acre of garden ground rent 
free.” This colonisation scheme has much to commend it to our 
consideration, bat modifications might be very advantageously 
introduced whereby gentlemen having some little capital to invest, 
may also be comfortably settled apon small farms. They might thus 
establish an agreeable association with other families near, of 
similar type and character, whilst the produce from their lands— 
aided by the game and fish of the district around—would practi- 
cally maintain their households in comfort. 

Tho discussions which have arisen as regards the relative 
advantages of large and small farms are somewhat beside the mark, 
except so far as they render the preparation of the land for colonisa- 
tion purposes more or less economical. Major Bell is steadily 
advancing the arrangement for the development of the colonisation 
schomo, and the systematic operations upon the cultivated portions 
will greatly favour its success, The rate of wages has again fallen 
this last season, not only apon this farm, but generally throughont 
Canada, and its important inflaence upon the introduction of capital, 
can only be beneficial. If a capitalist has to pay an unreasonable 
rate of wages, it natarally checks his success in business. For a 
time very high wages were paid, and often for an inferior class of 
workmen, but happily this is now altered. Liberal wages can still 
be secured by men who are capable of doing good work. Their 
prosperity in life is far more satisfactorily advanced by moderate 
wages, with some land of their own on which a cow, pigs, and 
poultry can be kept, rather than by excessive wages, which check 
the outlay of capital. The employment of Indians in the harvesting 
of corn is a new and important feature on this farm. A considerable 
number were so employed this last harvest, and these came under 
the special guidance of Mr. Adiel W. Sherwood, whom they styled 
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their “ Little Chief.” The squaws proved themselves to be quite 
equal to new!ly-arrived emigrant workmen of the full average type 
—they were better than many of them—and they were glad to got 
two shillings a day with food. 


1885 — Sept 3 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p.__ 


[ Work progressing on new English Church in Fort Qu’Appelle. And, under Indian Head, nominations of 
candidates for the Qu’Appelle District for Northwest council, followed by a large meeting held at the 


Bell Farm Hotel.] — check for details 


1885 — Sept. 22 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Governor General Lansdowne and CPR’s Egan at Bell Farm 


“MANITOBA AND N.W.T —- Indian Head — The Governor-General’s Tour — Indian Head, Sept. 
21 -— The Governor-General and suite and Mr. J.M. Egan, General Superintendent of the C.P. 
Ry., arrived here by special train this morning. The morning was spent in viewing the Bell farm 
and looking through the elevator and mill. At one o’clock the party lunched at Major Bell’s 
and then they went out for a hunt, returning to the cars at 6 p.m. To-morrow they will visit 
Fort Qu’Appelle and return here, and leave for Regina at 5 p.m. with a stop at Qu’Appelle 
Station, where the citizens will present His Excellency with an address. A detachment of eighty 
mounted police, under Captain Deane, are camped here and are acting as a body guard to His 


Excellency. They have been given a special car and will accompany the party through the 
country.” 


1885 — Sept. 24 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Fraud suggested for Bell Farm Rebellion losses claims 
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THE FMAUDS IN TRE NOLUTH.- 
W EST. 


Moatrea) Herald, 
Tho Manitoba Freo Pross explains that 


its chargo against Sir Adolphe Caron of 
being a atod Br the profits 
that tho o out of the 


transport and supply operatio:.« of the 
Northwest campaign were couditional, 
that is, they were bounded by an “If,” 
and the “If” was the exsence of the mut- 
ter. As we suid at tho time, such a charge 
would tind no credonce unless supported 
by clear proof, ‘and we Further expressed 
the opinion that it should not havo been 
made unless such proof were forthcom- 
lug. We undorstand that the charge is 
not reiterated. So far eo good; we 
shoul have beon sorry, indeed, to have 
seen the charactor of a Cubinet Minister 
#0 torribly beamirched. But the honor 
of Sir Adolphe Onron and the credit of 
the Minister of Militia aro two different 
things, and we fear that the latter hns 
gustained a very damaging shock, 
During tho early summer unpleasant 
rumors were bruited about that thera 
had been some extensive awindling 
in connection with the commissariat de- 
partments of the Northweet dvld force, 
lustead of proving to be ill-considcred 
storios that might properly be treated 
with contempt, they were repeated again 


Wh ie ee ee: ee ae ee ee 


ing woight of authority. Private enquiries 
showed that thore waa considerable truth 
in them, Tho atorics of teanu hired at 
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ane again, and evory timo with increas-} 
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at another seemed to be beyond contra- 
diction, The allogations that largo quan- 
tities of supplies that were not wanted 
 |had been purchased and had never been 
# | delivered ta thé troops wore not deni 

1 {t was asserted that the staf of tho 

@ | farm were paid as Govornment oflicers 
and euployed in purchasing goods from 
| 


Fe price andeha to the Governnient 


the } farm, ahd this statoment ra- 
mains uncontradicted, and the imprussion 
that a carnival of imposition has becon 
a pring on is now asetlled beliof, The 
onitoba Free Presa stated that it 

by that the 
Minister of Militia has in his pos- 
k/ecwsion the fullvst particulars of the 
}. } scandalous jobbery that has been going 
s}0n ; that it knew what had been tuld to 
ip the Dopartment, snd who had told is, 
and that this information had been given 
P}to the Minisierof Militian bofore be had 
ca chock, $25,000, to be paid 
to In common with other 

» | indopendent journals we called nttention 
}, , to this, and snid that such charges ahould 
| 20 invostignted, and shortly after we 
learned that « Commisaion had been ap- 

| pointed to enquiro into these matters, +7 
h }iurned out, however, that the commiasion 
A} was composed of three officora acting 
t under tho directions ot the Militla De- 
partment and wo at oncd pointed out 

Pi) that um enquiry conducted by such a], 
| Board must necesenrily fail to sutisfy |; 


was prepared to prove 
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the public smind, wand” that even ite ap- 
pointment wae calouJatod to create the 
beiief that the charges were true, Tho 
Govornmeut organ, through: its Ottawa} | 
carrespondent, was inetructed to say that 
the Conunizsion was not an investiyating 
Bourd, but merely one it, and that 
the alleged chequo to wus A 
myth, Again, weshowed that, if these 
throo officers wore to audit the accounts 
of tha Northwest campaign, thoy must 
necessarily .distinguish between propor 
aud improper charges on Lhe part ef con- 
tractors and others, and that this act was 
of ilself an investigution; and, further-} | 
moro, that the denial of a 
payment to could not ba sus- 
tained. Wo still adhere to this opinion; 
ke | ; t a large sum has boun paid 
“| to , und we are saliefod of the 
b | correctaces of the view that by attompting 
8| to andit or investigate bille of acecunt by 
oficers undor tho contrel of the Depart- 
ment the Minister of Militia would contirm 
the belief that he knew ho had sadly 
mismanaged the conduct of tho campaign 
so far as his part in it was concerned, 
and that in couserueuce the country hae 
been egregiously swindled withoub any 
attempt being made to remedy the evil. 
Jf Mr. Caron were 4 simpleton, which he 
is nob, his colleaguus are men of experi- 
ence and busincss ability. They, like 
the rest of Canada, must know that they 
have bocn imposed upon by the men enr- 
nloved by the Department cf Militia, aud 
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were paid for ab exorbitant rates, an 

it true that teams were sent fur to Da- 
kota while those of Canadian sottlers on 
the epot were refused 

aro tho partners in the 

what relation havo thoy stood towards 
tho Government? The action of the De- 
purtinent lus coated the belicf that the 
answers to theao questions and many 
others that must be asked will be of : 


¥ Vv ey a” a oll 


most humiliating aud shamoful kind. 
therv is any way of satisfacturily proving 
that the belief entertained in an crronc 

ous one, it should be taken, bub now, 
!} more than over, such an enquiry as will: 


-}be necessary must be conducted by men 
entirely indopendent ef aud uncontrol- 
lablo by the Government. 


— 
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vp YY eS - 


pa > 


8 September 2024 


one of then: is well aware that the 
appointmant snd control of a Commission 
of Enquiry by a departmout standing on 
its defence is a farce that can only result 
in bringing censure upon the whole Goy- 
ernmont, Hero are apecilic charges for- 
mally mado by a responsible journal and 
credited by “7 man of jntclligence in 
d they been falso who 
can donbt that, at the leust, immediate 
ateps would havo been tuken to enquire 
iato them byan independent commission, 
vut instead of that three officers of the 
militia are appointed to nudit the 
accounts in the fond hepe that 
in their report or their ailonce the 
Minister of Militin would find escape. 
Tho defendant, in other worde, selected 
jis jodge and jury, and in doing sv has 
convicted himself, Nuturally the count! 
is now asking, te what exteut has th 
ope and who aro the 
fhat is the amount of the 
bill, who incurred it, who supplied the 
arti forand how mach money 
has receivad? Whose wagons 
en 5b 7 oe 
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Number Date Name Residence Comments 

188 Sept. 21, | Lansdowne Ottawa Ontario — Governor General of Canada: 1883-88 

1885 

189 Edward Hope London, England 

190 Alan Charteris London, England 

191 H.J. Anson Ottawa Ontario Captain Henry James Anson (1858-1904) was the Aide- 
de-Camp to the Marquis of Lansdowne and the nephew of Bishop 
Anson. 
He visited the Bell Farm with the Governor General on September 
21, 1885. 

192 W. Burton Deane Regina Saskatchewan — NWMP superintendent 

193 Sept. 22, | Marie de Molinari | Paris France 

1885 
194 G. de Molinari Paris France 
195 Georges Paris France 
Demanche 
196 Georges Tiret- Paris France 
Bognet 
197 T. Campbell Train Edinburgh Scotland 
198 WS. Jones Qu’Appelle Saskatchewan 
Station 


1885 — Supreme Court of the NWT — Law Suits 


SAB File Microfiche District Conflicting Parties Year(s) Comments 
Box Court / 
Reference Supreme 
Court of 
NWT 
626 D 08 DC 2/85 S.M. Jarvis 1883- Salter Jarvis one of 
Vs. 1885 the QVFC directors 
M. Kennedy 
677 L08 DC 61/85 | AJ. Osment 1885 
Vs. 
D. Beadle 
730 FO9 DC 119/85 | A.J. Osment 1885 
Vs. 
L. Clark 
754 J09 DC 143/85 | A.J. Osment 1885 
Vs. 
G. Thompson 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 


8 September 2024 


755 J09 DC 144/85 | A.J. Osment 1885 
Vs. 
G. Adams & QVFC 

782 009 DC 177/85 | T.C. Gorrell 1883- Not sure if W. Bell 
Vs. 1886 is W.R. Bell or 
W. Bell & F. someone else 
Goodwin 

827 G10 DC 223/85 | A. Pugsley 1885- 
Vs. 1886 
A.J. Osment 

845 J10 DC 244/85 | J.B. Milliken 1885 
Vs. 
W.R. Bell 


1885 — Oct. 3 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— Rebellion supplies costs and Bell Farm involvement 


SATURDAY, OCTUBER 3, Lin). 


——— ee 


oe rs 
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MAY OND PATRIOTISN, 

We havo at different times just given 
rome attention to the patriotic cilorts of 
certain well know: gentlomen ls servo 
their country in Ure capacity of freighting 
cuntractors during the recont robullion. 
Wo have alo referred to the manner in 
which one yontloman—te wit the gallant 
“major” of the Qu'Appullo Valloy Parm- 
ing Company-—mixed up his patriotisin 
with hay and teams until all evemed 
Llended in ono inseparable mags, A 
goo’ many people aro in the habit of 
mixing up the hay scandal and thy tewns 
sandal with that apportaining to the 
freighting contracts; enly the oiber day, 
indeed, we hil occasion ty reprove our 
worthy neivhber fer attempting to aid 
in cresting confunion, It muy bo that a 
fu words celoting to tie hay wid patriot- 
jam witxtire wil] tend to a clearing up of 
U:is matter, They will alo servo to 
show how very urgent is the ncod of a 
clay and svarching investigation inte 
various transactions connectal with the 
rebellicu, 

The oluwing Use arc afow facts re- 
latiny ty the hay scandal: At cortnin 
times during the progress of the troops 
from = Qu'Appelle vorthward, quan- 
tities of Ivoae bay for tho transport sor- 
vice wero purchased Syom parties in Qu'- 


Part 1 of 2 


Appello district, tle: price paid being, we 
beliove, SIZ per ton. Tho purchascrs 
were chiefly milidary vimpiloyes of the 
Government, working under the diree- 
tien of the manager of the Qu'Appelle 
Valley Farm, whose patriutisn: had Jed 
hitn tv aceopt ehargo of the nearer ond of 
too transport line. Singulacly enough, 
theugh the hay was purchase fur $12 
per ton, tie Ceverument was billed by 
the Qu’Appetle Walley Farining Company 
fur the sume hay at $20 per ton, A short 
taeutul caleulstion will shaw tsat 8S per 
ton weut into the collers of the Purwiny 
Company, of which the yvuntlemenin 
churge of the CQu'Appolle end of tho 
truusport lino was manager, 

It seoms that a quantity of lmled liny 
wae iornished te the Governaent on the 
samme advantngeous terms, the actual cost 
Ws the Governmont boing some 84 per 
ton moru than the price paid tu tiv orig. 
inn OWHUTS. 

We dv not know that tho (u'Appelle 
Valiey #arming Company have boen paid 
forthe lay yet; in fact, we ineline to 
think they baye woz, aud that certain do- 
Niale about nv meney Luving been paid 
vi eomiract cacceunt ato basod cn this 
fnct. These depiaia may be repented, 
but under tho circunstances, they must 
have very little weight. 
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1885 — Oct. 8 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. __ 


[Indian Head. Prize list for Indian Head Ag Exhibition. First prize for best roadster stallion to be 
offered by Major Bell. ] 


1885 — Oct. 11 — 13 — extracts from Sir John Lister-Kaye Diary (transcripts by Hugh Henry) 


Note from Hugh Henry: Not clear whether references below are Major Bell, or not. [Note from Frank 
Korvemaker: These Lister-Kaye meetings are in Winnipeg; I’m certain that the “Bell” references are to Major Bell, 
and that the “Club” is the Manitoba Club. ] 


Sunday, October 11 
At 2:15 a.m. Walter meets me. | am delighted with the house and barn, roost at 4, breakfast at 8:00. 


Out with Walter walk over ploughing and backsetting, both are admirable. | am delighted, a splendid 
seed bed. Tell W. B. to start in at $70 per month now. Pelly & Redpath to dinner. Horses looking well. 
Leave $2,000 with Walter. Northwood a capitalist of Chatham, Ontario is on train coming to Winnipeg 
he tells me of his flour mill at Carberry capacity 400 barrels per day profit $200 per day, 75 
horsepower engine with two boilers will drive mills, also the elevator. Cost of mill & engines & 
machinery $2,800. Bell measured 1,000 acres & got 35,000 bushels thrashed, a grand average this last 
year. Leave Balgonie - 


Monday, October 12 
- 12.5. a.m., | get up at 11 next morning in time for dinner at Brandon at Grand View Hotel, very good. 


Here it is 12:00 going on central time. | make acquaintance of Mr. Sykes owner of 14,000 acres above 
Qu’Appelle. He has farms in Dakota & lowa under tenant system, his tenants doing well. Meet Bell at 
Queen’s Hotel, puts me up for the Club. 


Tuesday, October 13 
See McTavish settles | can pay interest in advance on the 8 sections $899.77. See Brydges H.B. Co. 


agent, he says ditto so | decide to pay interest on the % section 26, T17, R17 amounting to $201. 
Luncheon with Bell at Club, meet McTavish & McDonald brother of Sir J. After luncheon McTavish 
drives me out to Silver Heights, his and Donald Smith’s model farm. He has fine Highland & Hereford 
cattle, farm well drained. Wonderful show of potatoes, carrots & parsnips. 


1885 — Oct. 15 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 


[ Indian Head. Qu’Appelle Valley Flour Mill sold. — Frank: This does not appear to be the Bell Farm 
Flour Mill, but instead is a mill in Qu’Appelle or Fort Qu’Appelle, probably the latter.] — check for details 


1885 — Oct. 14 - Rebellion Claims Commission — Testimony of Major Bell -— APPENDIX No.4. PRELIMINARY 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON WAR CLAIMS. OTTAWA, 25th February, 1886 - details of Major 
Bell’s involvement with Bell, Lewis & Co, and others 
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This Commission was appointed by the federal government on Aug. 21, 1885 to investigate the over 1300 claims made 
by people and agencies who felt they were entitled to compensation for their losses during the North-West Rebellion of 
1885, which started March 26, and ended on July 2, 1885. Both Major Bell and the Bell Farm were actively involved in 
this conflict: Major Bell as a Transport Officer appointed to serve at Qu’Appelle, and the Bell Farm as an agency 
providing transport teams and supplies (mainly hay and teams of men and wagons) to the government forces. During 
that time, and afterwards, there was considerable newspaper coverage that charged Major Bell with a conflict of 
interest, as he briefly served as both a government-paid Transport Officer, and sold supplies and services from the Bell 
Farm and/or himself to the government. In addition he was reportedly involved with the Bell, Lewis & Company and/or 
the Bell, Lewis, Yates and Walsh Company. There was considerable confusion over who the “Bell” in the latter two 
companies actually was: Major W.R. Bell, of Indian Head, or A.F. Bell of Buffalo, New York. The Commission dealt with 
this matter extensively, and the testimonies from various witnesses and Major Bell never fully clarified the Major’s role. 
The published account is extensive, over 200 pages; while the direct testimony of Major Bell covers about 12 pages. 
Only those dozen pages are reproduced below. Major Bell testified in at least two sessions: October 14 and Nov. 17 & 
18, 1885. 


There are numerous other newspaper accounts and government documents relating to the Rebellion, Major Bell and 
the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company, including, but not limited to, the following: 


e =http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/bibliography/1383/2.html — Major Bell and the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming 
Company — p. 1617 18 38 68 & 71 (War. Claims No. 6, 7, 283, 702, 750, and 818) 


e =http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/bibliography/1396.html_- p. 116 183 184 185 187 188 189 191 192 194 195 196 


e =http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/bibliography/1470.html - p. 19 28 
e = http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/bibliography/1479.html -p. 3 4 7 11 15 16 34 


However, the document below is the only one found to date that provides a ver batim transcript of Major Bell’s 
testimony. Those other documents also need to be reviewed to determine what further light they can throw on this 
matter. 


Due to the 1880s grammar, subject matter (military, transportation and farming business), and various transcription 
errors, the text is sometimes difficult to follow and comprehend. 


Session # 1 — October 14, 1885 — starts at the bottom of p. 220; Session # 2 —- November 17 & 18, 1885 — the 
day after the execution of Louis Riel in Regina — starts in the middle of p. 225 
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Major W, R, Beut, called. 


Col. Jackson :— . 

The matter of transport is up again, and we desire to know what you know about it? 

A. Do I understand that charges are made against me here ? 

Q. No charges against you. It has been reported that there are certain irregulari- 
ties between some officers of the Department and Contractors, and we wish to know about. 
it ? 

A. _My name has been brought up very frequently, has it not? 

Q. There are no charges against you, any more than you have seen in the papers? 

A. I don’t notice that at all; if there are charges I have a right to know what they 
are. 


Q. Can you tell us anything about the contract at Swift Current, the moving of 
freight there 7 : 
A. Yes, I can tell yon all about it ? 


—— 
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Q. It would be better for you to give it without questions, I suppose, if you could 


o 80? 

* “A. If I knew exactly what you wanted I would give it, but I understand from 
‘parties around the hotel, this morning, that they were making charges against me, and I 
‘think that it is nothing but fair that I should know what the charges are, and what I 
would have to explain; it appears that they are boasting that they are against me. 

Col. Jackson :—No charges against you that I am aware of. 

Witness:--Of course it is a very serious thing with me, and 1 am willing to give 
facts about everything I know. 

Do you know about the contract of Stewart, Ross & Riddell? 

A. Yes; the first I-knew about a contract being taken was at Troy. Stewart came 
‘and told me he had made a contract with General Laurie, for the transport of all freight 
from Clarke's Crossing and the Elbow, and at the same time told me he had no money, ahd 
asked me if I would'advance him the money; I asked him his figures and he told me 
$110 a ton for it, and he said he had sublet a contract.to Ross & Riddell at $105; I said 
I could not takeany interest in it, but I would advance him the money; if he would confine 
himself to Moosejaw, I would have something to do with him, for I knew that Qu’ Appelle 
had been given up; he went away to Moosejaw, or came to Winnipeg, and I heard noth- 
ing more about him for a week; in the meantime Col. Whitehcad wired me to make 
-contracts for freight. 


Col. Whitehead here read telegram :—Having received instructions from the Minister 
of Militia to cance] all contracts for transport, I authorise you to dismiss all teams and 
re-engage them without middle system, etc. . 


A. Yes. As you are aware, there was some doubt about the power of the different 
officers, and I was careful about acting; I did not know anything about General Laurie, 
and all I knew was, Bedson was my superior officer, ‘and I was receiving different tele- 
grams, and very doubtful whether General Laurie had any power to make any contracts; 
I was told that he had not, and when I found that I immediately withdrew from the 
whole thing; but in the meantime, I had made this contract by Col. Whitehead's orders, 
with Bell, Lewis & Co. Lewis when I went to him, knowing him to be a strong man in 
‘this country, and I had no time to advertise, and it ‘was a mere temporary thing to be 
-eancelled in 24 hours, and I thought it might last only a few days, and I went to Lewis 
.and I told him if he could get some teams, he could make some money out of it, and I was* 
_going away the next morning, and I spoke to him about the contract, and UDsaid he knew 
‘nothing about it, but if I would go into it, take no interest but to oversee the men 
and push matters, he would give me half interest in the contract, and I acceded to 

that, but when I went home and found out that I had committed myself—Bedson 
‘told me that the General's orders were that I must give up my position as T'ransport 
Officer or the contract, and I immediately gave it“up, and watched my business as 
Transport Officer; in the meantime, the firm was Bell, Lewis, Yates & Co., or something 
that way. In the meantime, when I met Stewart I tried to compromise the thing, so that 
the thing could be carried on down bere, and I offered to give him half my interest for half 
of his interest in the other contract here, and he shipped a great deal after I saw him, I 
‘went and saw Lewis and told him I would have nothing to do with it,‘and saw Laurie, 
' who heard the contract was being carried on in Bell, Lewis, Yates & Co,, and_I told him 
- I had nothing to do with it; there was a great deol of freight left there, and it had to be 
nioved at once; there were some 500 or 600 tons there; I went to Moosejaw, and ssw 
Laurie, and told him Stewart was out of it, and told him Lewis did not want the contract 
at Moosejaw, and said, I will make a contract very much below Stewart's prices; and 
knowing at this time there was a doubt about the contract Laurie had made, I did not 
think it would be recognized here, and I told him I could make a contract ‘for $80 or $85 
‘with Ross & Riddell, with better men than Stewart, as I knéw he had not a single dollar 
-when he started the work, that we could not give the contract to him at Swift Current as 
- be was losing at Moosejaw, and he agreed to that, and I made a contract with him, sav- . 
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es 
ing in all about $20,000 on that contract. But, in the meantime, the Northcote had gone 
down the river, and that stuff had to be pushed up;:I went down to. Troy, and General 
Laurie and I got a contract up, that Ross was to take that; but when I got back, Laurie 

~ wired me, in the face of his agreement to accept Ross & Riddell’s tender, which he dictated 
the greater part te me, that he was going to make Stewart stick to his contract. Every 
contract that I made was to end in 24 hours’ notice. , When I found that out, he wrote to. 
me that Stewart was going ahead with that contract, and he strongly advised, me to give 
him the Swift Current contract, and said he had offered to do it for $130, the Govern- 
ment supplying everything. and. knew he could not carry it out, and that there would be 
trouble, and I was bound I would not give it to him; and I sent ap a clerk that we had 
there, Jones, and told him that if we could not get contractors, we’ could run the thing 
ourselves cheaper to the Government. - 

Col. Whitehead :—General Laurie wires you have not answered his telezram about 
contract with Stewart, about freight between Saskatchewan Landing and Battleford. 
Please arrange for the present unti] tenders are allotted. 

Q. What did Jones do? 

: A. When he went up, he started by the hundred, at three fifty a hundred; there 
was no contract, and he wus to hire the teams on the best terms that he could hire them. 
He went up and in three or four days, he made a contract with Thomas Howard, and I 
immediately wrote him to come back, that Howard had the contract. I have never acted 
in any of these matters without orders from Col. Whitehead or Bedson, Sa there's a tele- 
gram that 1 received to bind contractors to carry it out until somebo y got at it, and I 
objected to Stewart doing it, and I thought I was doing my duty when I was trying to 
save $25,000 to the Government in the Moosejaw contract, and General Laurie would 

s, and at the same 


that he was to get the Swift Current contract, which I thought. 


P 
at $150 than the other at $110, especially as I could let the Moosejaw 
contract at $80, if I remember right. I will find out and Iet you know. But I know 
there was a large amount of money saved there, and I pointed it out to General Laurie, 
and he quite agreed with me, and the moment I got home I found the whole thing was 
broken ; I think it turned upon a matter of authority, and he thought he was doing the 
. Tight thing, and ] immediately telegraphed to you, and I also told General Middleton, and 
I tell you now, as I will tel] you under oath, that 1 had no interest in the contract. I ent 
Stewart money, and J] had to lend him money to buy a suit of clothes, and money to pay 
his board, and to get him out of town, and he has not returned it yet. I thought at first 
that he was a man of money, and at the first I thought it was a straight bargain that I 
was to have a half interest if I advanced the money, but I found out that he was such a 
scoundrel, and I withdrew, and I did not think there was anything dishonest about it, and 
I claim so to-day, as I thought I was cutting the whole thing down to half the price. 

Q. When you and Stewart were talking about this contract, there was some proposi- 

tion that there were to be some shares ? ee . ee a 
A. No, the understanding was that he wag to have a quarter interest in my contract. 
Q. It was stated there were to be five shares, and yourself, Stewart and two others 
were named, the fifth was not named, and we want to know whether that fifth was to be 

* retained for any other individual ? ; 

“ A. I know what you mean, but I would rather answer the direct question, but Col. 
Whitehead had no interest; I never saw him to that moment in my life; the arrangement 
was that I had a half interest with Lewis, and I wanted _to_barter_my_half interest-witha—~ 

~half-interest-with Stewart. There is the agreement, which I want. to keep, which is to 
show that I was to have half interest with Stewart, and I was.to divide my half interest 
with Stewart in the Bell Lewis contract, but as far as Col. Whitehead goes, I regret very 
much that the thing has ever come up, but Juhn Stewart or any ph sg has no 
reason to state that I ever stated that Col. Whitehead had any interest in that contract, He- 
has done so to blackmail me, and I don't know why, unless it is because I advanced him 
money to start in. | lifted him out of the ditch. In starting the thing I told him that 
Lewis .was a man from Montreal, and he would be sble to fiaance better than we could, 
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knowing Col. Whitehead, and help us to ge our settlements better thon either; he or I 
could, but, on my word as a man, that is the only thing I ever told him, and I don’t know 
how in the world he could have taken anything other than what I meant by that. 

Col. Whitehead here read telegramd of 21st of May from his book. f 

Witness :—I think the contracts I have made should be brought up as I made them, 
all subject to your order to be cancelled in twenty-four hours, and t t I had cecured 
myself and the Government when I made the contract with Bell, Lewis and Yates ;"I could 
not find anybody to take it. : 

Q. Could you not have got the middlemen ? 

A. Lhad no authority in the first place to doit, and I could not do it; I understood 
at that time that there were to be no middlemen, as the cry was at that time about the - 
contractors in the middle taking the contracts and making so much out of them; we 
could not depend upon teamsters; wé could not trust any teamsters on the road. I think it 
was just before the 21st of May, that I refased to obéyyyour (Col. Whitehead's) orders at 
all; I thought you would understand that 1 could‘not-obey your orders, and take one order 
from you, and another from somebody else to the contrary ; I think the first time I ever 
wet Col. Whitehead was on the night of the 21st; I saw him in the club for a few . 
moments ; I was introduced by somebody, and I came down to see him what this meant, 

_ Q. Was there any arrangement between you and Col. Whitehead ? oo 

A. Not thie slightest, except to facilitate the thing; we went and saw Mr. Wrigley ; 

I knew there was money being wasted, and Col. Whitehead and I went to see him ; I think 


ay, but there were 
our accounts :n to- 


day for $5 a day. - 

Col. Jackson :—I wish to bave it cleared up, as it is suggested. 

A. Not at all, as far as I am concerned I am sorry that my name should have been 
mixed up in saying that Col. Whitehead was in ony way iuterested in the contract, and it. 
has not emanated from me ; I believe there was a question about our hay. 

Col. Forrest :—You say. distinctly for Juse and July they were charged at $5? : 

A. No, I don’t say that, but I say our teams that were with Genera] Middleton were 
charged at $10 a day until they came back; I could not dismiss them when they were ai 
Prince Albert: I dismissed the teams as fast as they came in and they were sent home. 

_It was impossible for me to hire teams and not middlemen ; the teamsters were not respon- 
sible men, and I had to make my contracts with others ; the first intimation I got about the 
teams being dismissed was the telegram that I got from Col. Whitehead. Genera] Laurie 

| dismissed them at Swift Currentyand in consequence of that I telegraphed my resignation 
to General Middleton. . : 

_ 0. It iséaid that the Bell Farming Co., of which you are manager, had the contract 
to deliver hay 

A. We had, with the Hudson Bay, nearly nine hundred-tons altogether; the price 
was 20 dollars loose hay and 22 dollars wired. ' 

How much did you deliver? ~ _ 

A. We delivered between eight hundred and nine hundred tons, I .don't know 
exactly. ag : 

"DE you know the date of your last delivery ? ei 

A. I think the last lot was in May or the fore part of June; It was a very small lot, 
just delivered around Troy to keep the teams coming back. 

Q. It'is reported there was a large lot of hay along the line in excess‘of what was 
required ; I suppose you received that in telegrams from Captain Hudson ? 

A. No, { did not ; the cry all the time was that they were short of forage. I never 
received a telegram from Hudson in my life. 

Q. It has been reported that a great- deal of that hay was in bad condition when 


shipped? 
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A. Yes, there was a great deal of it. 

Q. How did it come to be so bad ? 

A. They say it was all right when it was shipped from here, and I went to Captain . 
Swinford, and told him that I was not going to ship any more like that. Ours was shipped 
from Qu'Appelle, and T can get you a certificate from Archie McDonald to shew that our 
hay was the best that was shipped. rs 

Q. Wasn't be a contractor? : 


f the cars, when it was found that that hay 


A. Our clerks did the most of it; we shipped whatever Captain Swinford wanted 
‘shipped. Captain Swinford would tell the clerks what to ship, and they would ship it. 
When I got there was the first day that they employed oxen, and instead of taking 600, we 
took the full ton, and I placed these oxen between different stations to take the fall ton 
and McKnight telegraphed me that the first lot that got there was no good, and it was 
then that I referred the matter to Captain Swinford, and that was the first 1 knew of any 
bad hay being sent; baled hay looks perfectly right and straight on the ‘outside, bat you ' 
break if open, and you will find itis perfectly rotten inside; I have given you exactly the 
facts, just as 1 have reported them to General Middleton, and I think, comparing my state- 
ment of to-day with that which I gave General Middleton, you will find that 
I have given you the fair straight story, and it will compare very fairly. I have worked 
as faithfully as any man could, and I studied that Transport Service the same as if I was 
paying the bills myself, and I would not allow the teamsters to go on without their horses 

eing shod, and not charged to the Government; I insisted on them paying for it them- 
selves ;.I worked asfaithfully and economically as possible for the Government, and I would 
not offer a teamster a dollar a day less than I offered those men, and I don’t think the prices 
id were high, for you must remember the expense of transit from the time they leave 
re until they get there takes a great deal of their profit. . 

Q. Don't_you think the high prices paid them influenced the prices of other teams. 
all throughout'the country ? et 
A.—-Not-at-al— You emit hire a tama our country for less then $6 a day; you~ 
must remember when they were hired the seeding season was just open, and it is a loss that 
we lose the whole year, and I would not take $50) a day for our teams at that season of the 
year, and I would not let.our teams go next year at the same rate, for the valuable part of 
our year is the middle of May, and T told Mr. Wrigley that I would not let them go for 
that figure, and when he asked me to state my figure I told him I was going to charge $14 
a day ; we were paying our men $75 a month and our foremen $10 extra;—we.did not 
make such a sum out of it after all. ee _ ~~ 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
225 


Col. Forrest :—They state in thatlittle contract at Qu’A spell there was a little ring 
that was interested, onc in passing it, and one buying it, and fi it was very bad hay? 

‘A. I defy any man to prove it; 1 sent a man throug h the country buying hay, and 

"he paid as high as $14, and I cleared $400 on the eighty tote that Isold, and 1 will give you, 
my word of honor as a man that there was no man made‘anything ont ‘of any contract that 
- Thad anything to do with, except the contract of our Company; that hay was shipped 
from the 18th of May to the last of May, and it*was nearly all chipped except these 
few tons; it was fresh baled, and within a day after it was baled, it was shipped on. 

Q. It was said that the large stock that remained was very bad? 

A. No, it was not. I went there to bid-on my own hay, andI would have given $100 
ton for it, because I could have sold it to the Palice, ands: friend of mine came up and said : 

XI thiok you had better not buy it, and I withdrew; and I could have cleared more out of 
that hundred tons than I did on the whole contract, for it was good hay, and was sold for 
$2.50 a ton; not one of ‘our bales was ever opened at the Fort, andnot one of our bales 
found rotten ; there were six hundred bales came up one day that was all destroyed; I 
inspected. it when it came there, and I refused to carry it any further, but it was paid for 
then, being sent from here. 

Co). Jackson :—What quality of hay did jou bave cut on your farm in the spring ? 

A. We had about 500 or 600 tons ; we: never mowed a ton ; everything was stacked 
there from the year before ; the whole country was burned over in the spring, and we never 
mowed s single ton. 

You had some places on your Farin where the hay was standing up, through the 
ice, and you ran your mower over it, and stacked it up and sold it? 

A. No, we did not, not a single ton. 

“QR Of course that hay would be ves opt to 

Saas rr iT: we got the usual ran of hay; there wassome 

very poor, iG some very good ; we sano adtait it that there wus a lot of waste hay there, 

and everything else; I had two clerks to:look after it night and day, and I did my best, and 

I thought I was going to get a little credit for it, rather than be blackguarded as I have 

been ; but things go contrary sometimes ; I have: = you the straight facts, and I am 
avilling to swear to them if they are sorrel repo 


WAR ‘oats COMMISSION, . | 
W. R. Bett, sworn. L a November 17th, 1885, 


Col. Jackson :— 

Q. What relations do you a bear towards the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company ? 

A, Iam Manager of that, Company: 

‘Q. What pos posjsion did you occupy during the Rebellion in connection with the North 
West Field Force ? 

A,. I was under Brigade Field Orders, as Transport Officer at the Base. 

Mr. Anderson :— 

Q. Are you a stockholder as well as manager of the pel Valley Farming 
Company ? 

T am. 
2 a were Triana Officer at Qu’ Appelle during the late Rebellion ? 


r-daties?—__——— 
To forward ail all sup a I received from the ad Oficer. 
As‘cheaply as possible 
No, not exactly, but get them there. 
You were there to look after the interests of the Government ? a 
. Yesy 
Q. ag hired a —" of teams. oe agents west of ‘Winnipeg, during the 


A. Fer 


16 
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Nawe the first point at which teams were hired. 
Brandon ; I had no agent there, but wired different parties who had teams. 
Do you know a person called McGregor at Brandon? 


es. 
He hired a number of teams, did he? 


es, 
What was the price paid at Brandon ? 
$8.00 per day, same as all others I engaged. ~ 
Is that what the Government was c ? 
Yes, 
How were these men paid for their trouble for hiring the teams? 
. They were not to hire them under $7.00 perday. I never made a contract with 
* them, except by telegram, stating that the Government was paying $8.00 per day. Wehad 
very great difficulty with our teams, on account of them receiving so many different rates of 
ay. The $5.00 teams refused to take the same loads that the $10 a day teams take. 
cautioned them (the parties furnishing the teams) that I would not allow them for the 
trouble, but would pay them $8.00 per day. 
. How many teams did M r hire? 
A. Idon’t know the number, I think about one hundred. -- : 
Q. In hiring these teams, did you take-it upon yourself without sending out a 
requisition ? . 
. No, I had orders from Capt. Bedson and from Mr. Wrigley. I never hired a 
team without direct orders. I bad no power to issue a requisition, 
ere was the next point you hired teams ? 


A. All the way from Brandon to Moosejaw. Whén we were short of teams, I had 
to telegraph all over the country. 


at were the prices paid ? 


bDOPOPOPOPOPO 


A. $7 to $8 ge day for horses, and $5 to $6 for oxen, 


Q. Did the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Co. get a contract for hay ? 
A. Yes, they made a contract. : 


Q. Was it packed hay? 
A. Both baled and loose hay. 
Q. What was the price for baled hay ? 
A. $22 per ton, delivered at Indian Head or Qu'Appelle. 
Q. What did you get for the loose hay? 
A. $20 per ton at Qu’Appelle and Troy. 
Q. Who made the contract with sou? - 
A. Arch, McDonald, Chief Factor of H. B. Co, at Fort Qu'Appelle. 
Q. He msde the contract with you as the Manager of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farm- 
ing Company ? 
A. Yes, ¢ 
How many tons was the contract for the baled hay ? 
Five hundred tons. 
How many tons did you deliver? 
T can’t say exactly, but think about 800 tons. 
You must have been paid for it ? 
No, not in full. 
Sent in your bills? 
Yes, 


How much loose hay did you deliver ? 

One hundred and ninety tons, 

What price did you pay for it? 

We paid from $12 to $15 per ton. 

You were a Government officer when you took that contract? 

The first contract was made before I had anything to do with the Government. 


by bought that hay at Qu’Appell- station ? 
id. 


POPOPOPoPOPepere 
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Q. Was it measured or weighed ? 

A. It was measured, at five bundred cubic feet to the ton. 

Col. Jackson :— 

Q. How did you arrive at this conclusion? 

A, We supposed 343 cubic feet of hay in stack is a ton, but we allow 500 cubic feet 
to a ton, as it was measured on the waggon. 

Mr. Anderson :— 

4 Who was this bay delivered to, the Government? 

To the Transport Officers and ‘Supply Officers, 
oy Who checked t the quantity of hay that came in to Qu'Appelle station ? 

A. It was generally Wr. Jones, in my office, on the part of the Transport ; and Mr. 
Swinford, or his clerks, on part of Sapply Department. 

Q. "One of these clerks was your own book-keeper ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you supply any oats to the Government ?. 

A. No, not one bushel, [ had 10,000 for sale, and couldn't sell them. i 

Q. Your blacksmith was also working for the Government? 

A. I had dismissed him from the Farm, and he engaged with, the Government 
afterwards. 
When did you first meet Col. Whitehead ? 
I can't really state the date, but I think it was the fore part of June. 
You saw him before the contract was Jet to Bell, Lewis & Co., did you not? 
I think I did. 
You know the date of that contract ? 
No, I don't, without referring to it. . 
Did you meet Col, Whitehead i in Winnipeg ? 


Here you any idea of when you did come down ? 

I can’t tell exactly, but was here some time during May and June. 
Were you here on the 18tb of Ma 

I cannot say exactly, I may have sO 
Were you here on the 19th ? 

T cannot say. 

Were you here on the 20th? 

I can’t say, but I never remained here more than o day at any rate 

Would yee be astonished to find that you were here on the 18th, 19th, ‘and 


Yes, I would be. 
How could you be here if yousizned that contract with Mr, Lewis at Qu’Appelle ? 
I don’t know ; I could not be. 
Did you not sce Mr. Lewis at Qu’Appelle befure this contract was let to you? On 
what ds ? 
' After the first of May he was there. 

0: How many days would that be before the contract was let ? 

A. I don't know; I had a great deal of business with Mr, Lewis before couttracts or 
anything ever came up ? . 

. Between the first of May and the 22nd? 

A. It might have been, he was at the Farm two nights; he drove to Qu’Appelle 
with me and came back at night. 

Q. . Was he there for the purpose of finding out the distances and the condition of 
the trails ? 

A. No, he had no idea of finding out this; he was there examining the Farm, as he 
was then negotiating for a large amount of the stock. 

You came down to Winnipeg on the 18th? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You were here on the 19th and then went back to Qu’ Apall and Lewis got the 
contract. 


Q. 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
Q.. 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
7) 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 


to 
Qo 
> 
OPeop~ 
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A. Yes; I never stayed here more than one day. 
Q. Who gave J. L, Lewis the information in regard to the distances and the state 
of the roads, to take this contract on? 
A. I gave all the information I could to get him into it. : 
Q. You went to Mr. Lewis with the intention of trying to induce him to take the 
contract ? 
A. I had orders to make a contract with any responsible man; we didn't want any- 
thing delayed, or have any trouble about capital. 
. What is the distance from Qu'Appelle Station to Clarke's Crossing ? 
I think about 215 miles. 
How many duys does it take a team to take a [oad and come back empty ? 
Kighteen to twenty-one daye. . 
When were the teams reduced to $4.50 per day? | 
They were never reduced but dismissed, and contractors re-engaged at different 


PObObO 


Those who wished to. work on had to do so at the $4.80? 

I had orders to dismiss them; they were not forced to remain on. 
And these were really hired by J. L. Lewis at $4.50? 

Some at $4.50 and some at $5. ; 

The general price was $4.50? 

Yes, 

Who hired the teams at $4.50 ? 

I hired some of them. _? 

Were you acting as an agent for Lewis? 

I was one of the firm; I was in with him, on the start, 

So you had an inducement to go in with him ? 

. When I made this contract with Mr. Lewis, I had very great trguble to get him 
togointo it, I knew that every a that we let the thing run on it would cost the Govemn- 
ment an enormous sum, and I would be saving thousands of dollars’ by closing the contract 
sat once. I asked Lewis, as a friend of mine and a strong man financially ; and was anxious, 
‘to make a contract with him. He said be would not go into it unless I took an interest 
with him. bt red the thing up, and I ssid if he could get the figures, I would go into 
it with him, if Col. Whitehead would acceptour terms, I made the contract, and referred 
it to Col. Whitehead. Between the time 1 spoke to him and when I made the contract, I 
hadn’t secn Col. Whitehead. This was late in the evening.. I don't know the date exactly. 
I submitted the contract to Whitehead for his acceptance. It was subject to being can- 
‘celled within twenty-four hours. When this was accepted, all I had to do as Transport 
‘Officer was to dismiss al] teams uoder my contro] that were not at the front, as fast as they 
returned to the base, not to interfere with Middleton's camp: and, ag I had explained to the 

. Minister at Ottawa, through Mr, Wrigley, I promised to get the teams in as quickly as - 
‘possible, I notified Captain Bedson that [ bad takenacontract. Hespoke tothe General 
(Middleton), and he objected to me having anything to do with it, t I would either | 
have to resign one position orthe other. It wasthen about the first of Jane. I concluded * 
‘to give up the contract, and I notified Lewis that I would have nothing to do with the con- 
tract, that it was against the General’s orders, and that he would have to run the contract 
Aimself. 

Col. Jackson :-— 

4). What date was that ? ; 

A. The fore part of June, perhaps the 4th, when the first convoy was sent out. It 
uiust have been between the 4th and 9th. I told Captain Swinford and Lieut.-Col. 
Forest that I was a contractor, and considered it perfectly legitimate, and when the General, 
objected to it, T gave it up, aad have had no interest in it since, directly or indirectly. 
never got a dollar out of it, nor put one ip. ; 

Mr. Anderson :— ; 

Q. At the time of taking this contract with Lewis, did you advice Col, Whitehcad 
that you were in with Lewis on that contract ? 

A. I told bim afterwards. 


PrOPOPOrOrO 


> 
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When did you 2 tel him? 
I don't know the exact date. . 
So he was aware before Lewis was paid, that you were in that when it was first let ? 
Tean’t tell—I must have told him. 
What was the price of that contract ? 
$140 per ton. 
Lg contract was Jet to Bell & Lewis at 140 per ton? 
es 
a you were a Government officer ? -- 
es 
Was it not your duty to advise Col, Whitehead that you were a Government, - 
officer, ‘and that you had an interest in.it? 
, A. I had no interest in it, only for a few days, when nothing was done. 
Q. Are you aware ofa contract made between Gen. Laurie and John Stewart ? 
A. Yes; Stewart told me; and I saw a copy of the contract shown me by Gen, Laurie, 
Moosejaw. 
Q. “Where was that from? ~ ; 
A. From Moosejaw to Clarke’s Crossing; there was none from Qu’Appelle to 
Clarke's Crossing. Laurie showed me the contract from Moosejaw to Clarke's ae: 
Q. _ t that cover some other trails? 


OrOpoporere 


Q. Io. the contract let to John L. Lewis, what was considered a load for teams getting 
$4.50 per day? 
; A. Idon't know anything about it. Swinford’s men loaded the waggons, ~and the con- 
tractors’ agents started them off. I only kept the time of teams as they came in, and dis- - 
“missed them, and saw that they had been paid, and that the thing was a aad done. 


The moment a contract was let, the Transport Officer was powerless. 
Q. What number of — did gas Lewis & Co.’s teams take to do the round. trip 


from Qu’ hear to Clarke’s C 


rossin 

A. Our teams were id sores to make it in eighteen te days. 

Q. I think you - that these were hired for a certain sum ? 

A. Yes, $4.50 per day. 

Q. At what ee og did you tell Gen. Middleton that you were in this thing? 

A, I don’t know the date, but it was in Regina during Riel’s trial; I told him the- 
ee thing exactly as it was in a full report. 

you know were there any shipping bills at Moosejaw, in the name of Bell 

& Levis, iven to John Stewart's teams ? 

. en I went to Troy, Stewart told me he had a contract from Laurie on the 
Moosejaw trail, and offered me a half interest if I would advance money to pay the 
teams ; I agreed, and told him he had better allow the one concern to run the whole thin 
I offered him half of my interest in the aoa taf trail, telling him that I had a halt 
interest in that. Providing be would give me a interest in his contract, I would give 
him half of my interest in Bell & Lewis's contract. He accepted this, and shi the 
goods himself in the name of Bell & Lewis. I sent man to look after it an requisi~ 

- tioned Captain Swinford to send a man to direct the loading and check it off. It was Mr, 

Jones whom I.sent up. 

Q. Did he take up those books with Bell, Lewis & Co’s bill-heads in ? 

A, No, it was the regular transport books—we had no others. 

Q. Do you know who filled in those headings ? 
; A. We never had them in our office. It was Captain Swinford, or his it, : 

suppose. 

O°. Then you arranged with Stewart to share part of his eontract—Did you 
look upon it as a secret arrangement? 

A. No,I didn’t. I was then an open contractor, and made a written agreement 
with Stewart, who afterwards determined to refuse these terms. 7 

Q. Is this letter yours? (Reading Exhibit “ B") m3 
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A. Yes, it counds very much like my composition. 

Q. What did you mean by stating that you had “ Jaid a foundation of a good thing ?” 

A. Stewart promised me to withdraw, and left for the Elbow. I then made a con- 
tract with Ross, from Moosejaw to Clarke’s Crossing for $90 per ton as Transport Officer. 
Laurie had orders to forward all supplies from Swift Current to Battleford. I spoke to 
him about giving the contract to Stewart in lieu of the one he had given up, providing his 
price was right. I wrote to Stewart the letter produced telling him to give up the Moose 
Jaw contract, that I had let it to Ross—saving the Government about $30,000 on the 
contract, Jwent to Laurie and made arrangements with him. Ross agreed to the con- 
tract. When Stewart returned from the Elbow, he positively refused to agree to this, and 
went on with the original contract with Laurie. 1 notified him that I would have noth- 
ing todo with it. Laurie then wanted to give him the contract for Swift Current as well, 
and I objected to it, for two reasons; the first was, that he opposed me in giving that con- 
tract to Ross thereby costing the Government the above large sum; second, that he hadn't 
money to carry it out, and his price was too high, 

How did you satisfy Ross about the contract ? 

A. I went to Ross with General Laurie, and asked him the lowest price he would 
take. He asked $100, and I beat him down to §90. E 

Q. What consideration was Stewart receiving ? oh 

A. The consideration of another contract. Stewart worked with me because he knew 
he had no money, and accepted money from me, When Stewart came back, General Lau- 
rie, rather than have his authority put aside, insisted on Stewart carrying out the contract 
he made, 


Q. What number of contracts were entered into to convey freight from Moose Jaw 
to Clarke’s Crossing ? [ 
A. I think only one, the contracts'in the Brigade Office will show for themselvvs. 
Q. Is Captain Howard a stock-holder in the a Valley Farming Company? 


A. Yes, he is a small stock-holder, a director and Vice-President of the Company. 
P Q. : Was Captain Howard at your house on business regarding the contract to Swift 
utrent ¢ 
A. No, never, Howard used to speak to me about teams,as he had a contract up 
there. His teams were at Swift Current, where I had no power to control them. 
Q. Can you give the date when Howard informed you that he had a contract from 
— to Battleford ? . 
. No, 
: _ you send Mr. Jones, one of your clerks, to Saskatchewan Landing ? 
. es. - : 
Q. Did Jones issue bills in the name of Bell, Lewis & Co. at Saskatchewan Landing? 
A. No, he issued the first lot in his own name, as he did not know in whose name to 
doit. Idid not know the cost of the different articles. The men had regular rations, the 
horses 80 many pounds per day; at first, 45 pounds, afterwards I reduced it to 37 pounds, 
Q You estimate it will take eighteen days; what would the cost of rations be for 
that period ? 
A A. They drew eighteen days’ rations, and carried it with them; I did not'estimate 
e cost. 
Q. Howard's contract was $125 per ton from Swift Current, or Saskatchewan 
Landing to Battleford ; he took no other contract 7 1 
A. Idon’t know. , 
Q. Do you know the number of days it takes for the round trip from Saskatchewan 
Landing t Battleford ? , 
A. It used to take our own teams twenty-four days. 
Q. Doyou know what teams could have been got for at that time ? 
A. I don’t know. : 
Q. Did you ever make an estimate of what it actuolly cost the Government a ton ? 
A. I didn’t,—it would be purely guess work, as far as my knowledge went, but I 
think fifty fad cent, was saved in making any of the contracts. 
Q. } ae remember telegraphing John Wood, who was in charge of Lewis’ teams, 


to reload at Humboldt and take a heavy load to Clark’s Crossing? 
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A. Imight have telegraphed him to load one time when we took some stuff from 
Toronto, which was left at Humboldt, and, rather than have the teams come back from there, 
I told him to load up there, We wanted the convoy to keep together. 

A. The bills on which the contract is paid will explain this. It was signed at Troy 
by a Swinford, and receipted for by the Supply Officer at its destination, 

. What was John Wood receiving per day? 

A. He was hired by the Government as Superintendent from Troy to Touchwood, at © 
$5 perday. When the contracts were let, Wood was discharged and entered the service of 
Bell, Lewis & Co. . 

Q. What time was Wood paid off? 

_ A. I don’t know the time exactly, but the pay sheets will show it: but he didn’t get 
‘one dollar that he hadn't earned. . 

Col. Whitebead:— - tho oe 

Q. Will you state whether, directly or indirectly, I had a conversation with you, or 
you with me, in reference to any share or interest I had with Bell, Lewis & Co., Thomas 
Howard, or any one else? - 

I state, most emphatically, no. 


W. R, Bexu's evidence continued. 


Col. Jackson :— 

Q. What date did you assume the duties of a Transport Officer ?. - 

A. It was the 5th or 6th of April. 

Q. What was the date of the contract of 500 tons of hay with the H. B. Co. 

A. -It was the day before. I got my appointment from Bedson, and coming sfter 
looking over the roads, 1 made the arrangements about the hay. ° 

Q. -What was the date of the second contract? 

A. I have forgotten it, but it wasu’t a contract other than a telegram, which I 
received from Mr. Clark, of the H. B. Co., asking me if our Company ail supply them 
with 28 cara of hay, and at what price. I wired him the price, and he accepted, as it was 
much the lowest offer he had. 

Q. Can you produce the telegram or the contract ? 

A. No, it isin town here, in the Hudson Bay Company's office. 

Q. What did you receive for consideration, in giving up your interest in the Bell, 
Lewis & Co, contract? ' 

Not a dollar. 

Q. What money did you receive, in the way of cheques, from the firms of Bell & 
Lewis, and Bell, Lewis, Yates & Walsh ? : 

A. I have had a great deal of business with Mr. Lewis during the last three months 
ina private way, and hebeld some $3,000 of my money which I sent from home to him, as 
my agent to make a payment on some stock I had purchased from one John Northwood. 

Q. Was this paid back in more than one check ? 

A. Northwood, after Thad bought the stock, sold it to Mr. Boyle, and Lewis did 
‘not have to pay this money : be therefure paid it back to meas I required it—$2500 from 
Troy, and I gave him $500 more, which was $3000 altogether; and he paid back, July 
10th, $1,000 ; July 28th, $585 ; Sept. 9th, $1,000. That is all I deposited in the Bank, but 
I have got from him several smal] sums since, and he still owes me about $200.00. 

Q. Did you ever receive a cheque for between $20,000 and $30,000 from him at 
once ? : , 
A. No, I never saw such a thing; that is the only money I ever received from Mr. 
Lewis in any way. This money was my own, and only returned to me. 

. Did you order or recall] Ross and Riddell's teams, after they had started to 
bring down the 7th? ; 
- A. I got a telegram from Gen. Middleton, to send teams to bring down the 7th from 


November 18th, 1885. 


Clarke’s Crossing to Moosejaw. I wired to Laurie asking if he could send teams from 
Moosejaw, and I got no answer that afternoon, nor the next day. I telegraphed again, 
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having heard that Laurie had gone Eart, to the officer commanding at Moosejaw. I 
could get no answer; I then got our own teams, sending to the Farm for them. My 
orders were to send the teams, but only pay $5 per day. Our teams made Qu’Appelle 
that night at ten o'clock, and started next morning, but I could not stop them till they 
reached Touchwood, which I did, The next morning I received a telegram that the teams- 
at Moosejaw were ready to go, and I wired to stop them. I got another telegram saying 
the teams had started, and I then wired to let them go, and I would recall the teams sent 
from Qu’Appelle, I then telegraphed to Touchwood, and Col. Dennison's Brigade, coming 
down, came with those teams. 

Q. Do you know the date your teams started ? ; 

A. No, I have forgotten, but it was the day after Gen. Laurie went east. Sinclair 
had a Jot of team, arrived from Battleford, and he undertook to bring these down. 

Q. Why did you recall these teams? (Moosejaw Convoy.) 

A. Because I had sent sufficient from Troy. 

Q. Did you order them to proceed on the same or on the following day? 

A. I will have to quote from those telegrams, the first mistake was made by 
not getting an answer from Laurie. We could not stop them between Moosejaw and 
Touchwood. 

Q. These teams were paid, I suppose 

A. No, they are not. : 

Q. Were they not included in the account and charged for 

A. Yes. Of the twenty-five teams, eight of them went to Humboldt, on Gen, 
— orders, to bring down Major Jarvis’ Battery; they missed each other on the 


"Q. It has been os 
A, Yes. Major Ja 


rted that your teams tooktthe regular trail. 


rvis took the south trail, or wrong trail, . 


WAR CLAIMS. COMMISSION. 
W. L. Borze’s evidence. Nov. 18th, 1885. 


FtHHtttttttttttttttt 


Concluding observations: At the outset of this report (p. 68) , the Commission listed the following summary of 
claim amounts, overpayments, and refunds requested: 
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1308 Claims received and fyled, amount to $700,514.08. In addition 
the Hudson’s Bay Co. accounts amount to $1,77,032.64, and the Canadian 
Pacific Railway to $852,331.32, making a total of $3,289,578.04. Claims have 


been reported upon amounting to $3,270,022.19. Recommended for payment 
$2,918,024.03. Rejected $139,850.19. Deducted as over-charge $212,147.97,— 
making a total reduction of $351,998.16. 


Of the $3.2 million claimed, $2.9 million was paid out; and almost $140,000 was rejected and overpayments 
were requested to be refunded to the federal Government, including the $1,890.45 referred to in the summary 
below: 


REPORT No. 87. 


Ottawa, 9th January, 1886. 
WAR CLAIMS COMMISSION. 


RETORT. 


For consideration of the Honorable the Minister or Minitia AND DEFENCE. 


W. C. Nos. 646 and 645, 141 ard 6.—W. R, Bell, for travelling expenses, 
3208.30; hay delivered at Touchwood and Fort Qu’ Appolle, $1583.75; hay account, 
27th May, $927.50; hire of ponies and carts, teams, &., $2850; in all, $5569.55. 

Major Bell, having accepted the position of Transport Ofticer at the base, viz., 
Qu'Appelle, exceeded his duty by entering into a contract’ for a quantity of hay 
with the Hudson's Buy Co., who were agents for the Government: it is therefore 
submitied that’ Major Bell be called to account for the difference between the cost 
price of the said hay and the price charged to the Government, viz.: $7030. The 
Commission allowing the ample price of $15 per ton for the hay. 

With regard to the account for teaming, the Commission deduct $2 per day 
from the Ist May for all teams supplied the Transport Service, taking off 8450, as 
Major Bell should bave charged his teams at a price similar to that received by 
others. Total deduction, $7460. Tho statement underneath gives details of Debits 
and Credits, and as the Debits exceed the Credits, Major Bell should be called upon 
to refund the difference, viz.. $1800.45. 


Although Major Bell’s simultaneous involvement with his role as Transport Officer and manager of the Bell Farm 
is criticized, no recommendations are found in this document relating to deliberate fraud, nor are any legal 
charges mentioned. 


1885 — Oct. 19 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. Hon. T. White, Min. of the Interior, visits the Bell Farm to discuss 
squatters 


“MANITOBA AND N.W.T ... INDIAN HEAD - Settlers Grievances — Indian Head, Oct. 28 — 
The Hon. T. White, Minister of the Interior, arrived here by special train at 6 p.m. yesterday. 
He was the guest of Major Bell. At 10 a.m. to-day he was presented with an address by the 
municipality setting forth the grievances of settlers, praying for the reduction of pre-emptions 
to one dollar per acre, for representation at Ottawa and other minor matters. Mr. White 
replied that he would give the grievances every consideration on his return to Ottawa. The 
Bell farm squatters, whose claims are yet unsettled, then presented a petition praying for an 
early adjustment to their claims by the Government. Mr. White in replying stated that 
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everything would be done to hurry that matter, and he hoped an amicable settlement would 
be arrived at before long.” 


1885 — Oct 24 — Regina Leader — data on Grist Mill construction, including designer/ miller: W.D Cook, J. Harvey, second 
miller, and R.S. Watson, salesman; J. Holden is engineer. Builder ; brick engine house and brick boiler house (“W. 
Delook” is probably W.D. Cook, head miller for the Bell Grist Mill) 
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Regina Leader ? date unknown Local News: Bell Farm” — 2™ column 


1885 — Oct. 29 — Regina Leader — p. 3 — Bell Mill is frame, 4 stories high, with brick boiler house and brick power house 
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1885 — 31 October — NWT Gazette - E.H. Eberts appointed Notary Public 


1885 — October — Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
199 Oct. 17, V. Andheimer Toronto Ontario 
1885 
200 Oct. 25, E. Bougnier Peruweiz, 
1885 Belgium 
201 7 Gabriel Bougnier | Peruweiz, 
Belgium 
202 " L. Bougnier Peruwelz, 
Belgium 
203 “ Thomas White Ottawa Ontario — Conservative Member of Parliament in 1885; Minister of 
the Interior Aug. 8, 1886 Qu’Appelle Progress reports. Hon 
Thomas White (Minister of the Interior) touring. Includes Edgeley 
Farm. 
204 Lynwode Perevia Ottawa 
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205 aoe Qu’Appelle 
Station 
206 A.A. Farley, Capt. | Quebec Quebec 
“B” Battery 
207 Jas. S. Truberry, No Information 
Surg, “B” Battery 


1885 — Nov. 5 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p.__ 


Indian Head. “The Hon Thomas White paid us a visit last Tuesday (20""). He arrived here 
by special train at 6 pm and was the guest of Major Bell.” 


“.,. The Bell Farm Squatters then presented a memorial praying that their claims should 
be looked into at an early date and settlement made.” White promised to look into the 
matter, and also try to reduce the cost of pre-emptions. 


“Mr. Insinger, of the Bell Farm, returned from a visit to Winnipeg on Friday. We don’t 
know what kind of a time he had, but from the happy smile on his face when he arrived 


wn 


we should judge ‘excellent.’” [ /nsinger was from Holland; later moved to Yorkton.] 


1885 — Nov 9 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. - — check for details - [Frank’s Note: No newspaper printed on this date] 
1885 — Nov. 12 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 2 
Indian Head. “Major Bell left for the east on Thursday morning’s train.” 


“Captain McKay, of the Indian Head Home Guards, has issued an order that all arms 
and accoutrements be turned over to Lieut. Fishleigh. This looks like we are not going 


(a 


to have another rebellion... . ‘ 
[Complaint about no grain buyers at Indian Head. Bell Farm (and Wright farm) mentioned. ] 
1885 — Nov. 19 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. [ Riel hanged on Nov. 16. ] 


Indian Head: “Messrs Osment, Irwin, White and Fred Fishleigh attended court at Regina 
last Friday and Saturday. Among the curiosities brought back by them was a shaving 
from Riel’s coffin.” 


“Jno. Anderson, late of the Bell Farm, and his nephew, ‘wee Jamie,’ left for old Scotia by 
Tuesday morning’s train.” 


1885 — Nov. 23 — Man. Daily Free Press, p, 2 — Bell and Rebellion costs questioned in Montreal Herald 


“MONTREAL HERALD: Mr. Boyle will find that the Government can develop an amazing power 
of keeping back money that they do not wish to pay, and while they are doing so it would be 
well if Mr. Boyle, who must know all about the matter, would vouchsafe some explanation on 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
those points that have been exercising the public mind. Who sold the hay to the Government 
and who bought it for them; how much did the Government pay for it, and how was this 
divided? How much was paid for Bell Farm teams, and what was the division in this case? As 
the teams were paid heavily for certain work, did they do it? Did they deliver the stores they 
were paid for, or did they throw them away, and, if so, does the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Co. 
propose to reimburse the Government for the loss caused by their men? 


1885 — Nov. 27 - Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 6 


Indian Head. “The Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Co. are now paying cash for wheat or full 
weight in flour. Their mill is now running day, and night, another set of men having been 
placed on. They have a special arrangement with the C.P.R. for milling grain in transit 
and for small lots shipped from stations between and including Moose Jaw and 
Broadview.” 


1885 — Dec. 3 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p.__ 


Indian Head. “The Bell farm shipped twelve tons of dressed hogs to Winnipeg on 
Saturday and more to follow.” 


1885 — Dec. 4— Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 6 


Wolseley. Mr. James Conmee, M.P.P. of the Ontario legislature, has a farm north of Wolseley. Several 
sections. This year, 1,100 acres in wheat, 900 acres in oats, 100 in barley. 51 horses. 30 men at harvest. 
[This item shows that other large farms are in the area. Sir John Lister-Kaye’s farm of 600-700 acres is 
near Balgonie. In November he left to spend the winter on his California estate. Then there’s Edgeley 
Farm (of Vernon Church fame.) Owned by the Sykes brothers of England.] 


1885 — Dec. 10 - Qu’Appelle Vidette p._ 


“The working staff in the farming department of the Bell farm has been reduced, back salaries have all 
been paid and everybody is happy.” 


“Mr. Allan, of Winnipeg, is assisting Mr. Ebert of the grain buying department of the Bell 
farm.” 


“Bell farm buying wheat.” 
1885 — Dec 12 - Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.__ - — check for details — Frank’s Note: No newspaper printed on this date. 
1885 — Dec. 17 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p.__ 


Indian Head. “The Bell Farm Flour Mill had to shut down on Saturday on account of 
flues burning off. They expect to begin work again on Monday. This will not interfere 
with grists being exchanged.” 


“W.L. Boyle, president of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farm Company was the guest of Major 
Bell on Saturday and Sunday returning to Winnipeg on Sunday evening.” 
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1885 — Dec. 18 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 6 


Indian Head. “One thing badly needed here is a school. No interest at all seems to be 
manifested in the education of the young. As far as scholastic advantages are 
concerned, our boys and girls are little better than the Indian paposes (sic) which swarm 
through our town. Some say it is because of the opposition from the bachelor part of 
our community, but a more probable cause is the paralyzing effect of the great anti- 


progress monopoly, the Bell Farm.” 
1885 — Dec. 24 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p.__ 
Indian Head. Mistake last week. “It was the elevator engine, not the mill, that gave out” 


“Mr. K. Freeman of Winnipeg is here looking after his interest in the Osment and 
Freeman partnership, which expired Dec. 10.” 


“In last week’s issue of the Qu’Appelle Progress their Indian Head correspondent 
ascribed the absence of school, first to the opposition of the bachelors and then to the 
opposition of the Bell Farm. These two assertions area as foolish as they are untrue, and 
could only emanate from the Webster brain of an anti-Bell Farmer.” 


1885 — Dec. 31 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, ped 
“6,200 acres are ready for seed on the Bell farm.” 


1885-86 — Winter — Russell Banner (reported on 24 June 1920, p. 12) — Attempted robbery during trip to 
Chicago with Col. Otter - anecdote. 
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1886 


1886 — Rebellion Losses Claims and Report — Canadian Sessional Papers — check for details for 1886 later years 


1886 — Major and Mrs. Bell registered with the Indian Head Presbyterian Church 


“Hi Frank. As luck would have it, we did find a William Robert Bell and a Mrs. W.R. Bell in the Presbyterian 
Communion Rolls for late-1800s Indian Head (reference numbers A.381.XV.A.6147 and A.381.XV.A.6148). There 
is not all that much information recorded in the rolls but it does seem to confirm their participation. There are a 


couple of smaller notations that may be helpful, however. 


From XV.A.6147: 


e The entry for William Bell (no.15) has a note “without cert”, which suggests he did not have a written 
document from a previous church (perhaps they took his word for it?). 

e There is no date or method of admission but based on the order of entries here, Bell likely joined 
between 1886 and 1888 (assuming the list was filled out chronologically). 

e Mrs. Bell shows up a couple pages later (entry no.33), and she is noted as having attended communion 
Dec. 1891, June 1894 and Oct. 1894. Details are also limited here. “ 


(Source: 7 July 2014 e-mail from Madeleine McLuhan-Myers, Archivist, Saskatchewan Conference - United 


Church of Canada) 


Communion Roll of = Arcliaco kad 722-74 7 


Jas. Bain & Son, Stationers, Toronto. 
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W.R. cit entry #15 — listed as “without certificate” (Source: Indian Head Presbyterian Church eammunion 
Register: 1886-1902, United Church Archives: A.381.XV.A.6147) 150 &179 kb 


Note: While there are various references in this and later registers to Mrs. Bell, including her removal from the 


Communion Roll Register, there is only this one to “W.R. Bell” — perhaps this is really for Mrs. W.R. Bell, and the 
“Mrs.” was inadvertently omitted. 


1886 - agreement between Qu'Appelle Valley Farming Company and R.B. Angus et al — check for details 
(Source: Glenbow Archives: Series 4: M-6531-19: Legal Documents: 1887-1890) 


1886 — no specific date — Major and Mrs. Bell attend the Presbyterian Church: 


“Major and Mrs. Bell regularly attended Presbyterian Church coming to 
church in a buck board, and Mrs. Bell would always get her hat from a 
box before going into church.” - source: Gordon Glenn, as told to him 
by his mother, Christina [Gordon] Glenn, who came to Indian Head in 


1886 after her marriage to Joseph Glenn [Indian Head history, p. 400- 
401] 


1886 — January — The Nor’West Farmer and Miller — p. 353 — Bell roller mill back in working order 


“The Bell farm roller mill had to shut down on account of the boiler flues burning off. The mill 
is again in operation.” 


1886 — 1 January — NWT Gazette — Major Bell and James Harvey appointed Justices of the Peace 


1886 — Jan. 1 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1 


[Menu of New Year’s dinner at Leland Hotel and Queen’s Hotel, Qu’Appelle, which may give some 
indication of the meals served to special guests at the Bell Farm.] — check for details 
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1886 — Jan. 9 — Montreal Daily Herald and Commercial Gazette, p. 1 — Major Bell, in Ottawa, comments on Rebellion 
aftermath 


‘OTTAWA: Major Bell, of Indian Head N.W.T., and one of the principals of the Bell farm, is in 
town. Inaconversation today, he stated that the indications were that there would be not a 
repetition of the Indian troubles in the Battleford district next spring. The reason, in his 
opinion, was not so much the victories of the volunteers at Batoche, Fish Creek, and Cut Knife, 
as the fact that the Indians were practically disarmed. Of the possibilities of a rising among the 
Bloods and Blackfeet, in the western part of the Territories, he had little to say. He felt certain, 
however, that the mounted police were prepared effectively to deal with any trouble that might 
arise. 


The Indians on the various reserves in Assiniboine, were very quiet just now and apparently not 


n” 


disposed to precipitate a conflict with the whites........ 
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1886 — Jan. 14 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, D. 


Indian Head. “Osment and Freeman are no more. It is now A.J. Osment & Everything 
Good and Cheap. Mr. Freeman has returned to Winnipeg.” 


“Why don’t the Bell Farm put a whistle on the mill or elevator, so that there would be 
something to break the monotony of Indian Head existence.” 


“Quite a number of Bell farm horses were seized for nonpayment of taxes. Mr. Railton, 
the collector, seized the horses which were in use at the time taking them from the 
water tanks and from hauling straw, and, at least, for the day, embarrassing the work. 
The horses are now in livery stable under expense.” 


1886 — Jan. 15 — Qu’Appelle Progress. P. 6 


Qu’Appelle: “A number of the Bell Farm teams passed through here on Tuesday with 
flour for the Indian reserves northwest of here.” 


1886 — Jan. 21 — Kingston Daily British Whig, p. 2 — Bell Farm rebellion losses claim 


“The Bell Farming Company’s claim against the Government for transport services during the 
recent rebellion amounted to $34,000 (sic).” 


1886 — Jan. 28 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, fol 


Indian Head. “’Lochinvar’ in the Progress jumps with both feet on the burley secretary of 
the Bell farm, and believes the Bell farm will have to borrow money to pay their taxes. 
Collector Railton will probably bring some news to the council after March the 4" and 
mayhap the council will foot Peter Garratt’s livery bill, and perhaps more. Those who 
laugh last laugh best.” 


1886 — Jan. 28 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Payment of Bell Farm’s Rebellion Losses Claims 


“CANADIAN. — Payment of Bell Farm Transport Claims — Northwest Claims — The total 
amount of the claim of the Bell Farming Company against the Government for transport 
services during the recent rebellion was about $34,000 (sic). This does not, however, include 
the claims of Major Bell, individually, nor the claims of Bell & Lewis and other firms, in which 
that gentleman was interested. All the claims of the Bell Company, excepting $6,000, have 
been paid.” 


1886 — Jan. 30 — Edmonton Bulletin, p. 1-— Rebellion Claims by Bell Farm paid 


“The Bell farm claims for military transport last spring have been paid. The amount was about 
$340,000 (sic). This does not include Major Bell’s private claim which is also a large amount.” — 


[check dollar amount ~ appears to have an extra “O” | 


1886 — Jan. 30 — Calgary Weekly Herald, p.1- Rebellion Claims by Bell Farm paid 
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“The total amount of the claim of the Bell farming company against the Government for 
transport services during the recent rebellion was about $34,000 (sic) this does not however 
include claims of Major Bell individually nor claims of Bell and Lewis and other firms in which 
that gentleman was interested. All claims of the Bell company except $6,000 have been paid.” 
[Bell and Lewis appears to be a different “Bell” — not Major W.R. Bell.] 


1886 — Feb. 1 — Saskatchewan Herald, Battleford, p. 2 — Bell Farm rebellion losses claim 


“The celebrated claim of the Bell Farming Company for transport during the rebellion has been 
paid. It amounts to $34,000 (sic), but that does not include Major Bell’s private claim, which is 
considerably larger.” 


1886 — Feb. 3 — Montreal Gazette: (Toronto news) — death of T.C. Elwood, an original Bell Farm investor, and brother of 
Mrs. Katherine Bell 


“The Board of Trade adjourned today out of respect to the memory of T.C. Elwood, formerly 
superintendent of the Dominion Telegraph Co., who died this morning near Prescott.” 


1886 — Feb. 4 — Brandon Sun, p. 1- Bell Farm rebellion losses claim of the Bell Farming Company 


“NORH-WEST CLAIMS. The total amount of the claim of the Bell Farming Company against the 
Government, for transport services during the recent rebellion, was about $34,000 (sic). This 
does not, however, include the claims of Major Bell, individually, nor the claims of Bell & Lewis 
and other firms, in which that gentleman was interested. All the claims of the Bell Company, 
excepting $5,000 [sic] , have been paid.” 


1886 — Feb. 4 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, pa 


Indian Head. “The total amount of the claim of the Bell Farming Company against the 
Government for transport services during the recent rebellion was about $34,000 (sic) 
This does not, however, include the claims of Major Bell, individually, nor the claims of 
Bell and Lewis and other firms in which that gentleman was interested. All the claims of 
the Bell Company, excepting $6,000, have been paid.” 


1886 — Feb . 9 — Winnipeg Free Press, p. 4— Major and Mrs. Bell in Winnipeg 

“CITY AND PROVINCE -.... Major and Mrs. Bell, of Indian Head, are at the Queen’s.” 
1886 — Feb. 11 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 

“WR Allan and Major and Mrs. Bell arrived per Wednesday’s train.” 


“Major Bell brought part of the $38,000 with him and will on Saturday pay all hands. 
This will end an awful lot of growling and spoil the favourite topic of some of our wise 
men that the Bell Farm ‘bubble’ would soon burst. ‘Joe Beef,’ ‘Viator’ and ‘Lochinvar’ 
can try their hands at something besides Bell Farm tirades.” [Viator is the Abernathy 
correspondent; Joe Beef might be too.] 


“Put a whistle on the mill, Major.” 


1886 — Feb. 18 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 


Indian Head. “Put a whistle on the mill, Major.” 


“All the Bell farm, mill and elevator employees were paid in full on Saturday.” 


wo 


ARB WE TO BE CKUSHED BY 
. MONOPOLY? 


To tas Evrror.— 


Insubordination is over « i 
elemeut.in the wouderfal combination, 
or ausociation of contrasted, and an- 
tagouistic qaalities, which constitutes 
bamanity, And it ie absolately ne- 
cessary that each ap element 
exiat in that relation, in order Ut 
hawavity should preserve itz diguity 
and lightuess of enaracter, for wore 
it entirely wanting hamavity” would 
bo dog 1 lo unambitionx, greveil- 
iug wrfdom, aye more debused and 
coutemptable than the yelping, slrink- 
ing, abused car which licks the hand 
that obastioon it, Yet while it must 
be admitted that such an clement 
should exist in order that hamanity 
be woro exalted than the brate cre- 
ation, it is no lean ovident tut it 
lst | should be subjrct te rigorous control, 
' | for were it not kept in subjection, it 
ar WOuld dwvelope itself into the worst 
be, | forms of tyraany nod oppression, It 
in. is mecestury that the wilful child 
le-| should be controtied in order that he 
"| may grow up to be « useful avd re- 
len |Speoted member of society, otherwiso 
ho woald be offensively solf-willed, 
be! obstinate aud woyielding in hiv iuter- 
Ke jcourne with his fellows in after life— 


TRSSLI TST SSS Take Pat stestTTseeee 


Ras 


Part1 370kb 


Feasts + twe~w Se ve a ee | 


. 


ae oe 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


1886 — Feb. 19 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1 - Letter by “Junius” , written Feb. 12, 1886 and published Feb. 19 —- about the 
Bell Farm monopoly , tax payment to the RM of Indian Head, and squatters. [FRANK: avery verbose writer.] 


chafing undor ali wholesome restraint, 
aod having unutternble cootenpt and 


dingust alike for all moral and phy- 
sical laws of control. The commou 
soldier is as cseontin! to the eomposi- 
tion of an army na the general, for un 
army could not entirely be composed 
of geuorals, for thay would linve no- 
thing to comwand, no power or energy 
to direct in one grand united effort, 
aa nothing could be aveom- 
piahed. And it is equally abserd 
that the army should wholly consist ot 
common soldiers, for thon thers wonld 
be none to command, none to dircet 
ita united power and everey; hence 
all would bein wikl confassieon anil 
insubordination. Lt is necentury Usat 
governments nud ovancile should ex- 
ist in order that lave inay be framed 
for the guidaoce and cowlrol of tho 
people, and that such’ bodies be 1»- 
vasted with power to enforce those 
laws with « view tu eulablishing and 
maiotaining peace, order and tran 
quility, otherwieo Were would be no 
order, no cantrol, no guidanen, 10 re- 


. [stenint, but all would be priviliged to 


follow unbridicd the dictates of their 
individual, unreztrained, inordinate 
instincts and idlexires, hence anarchy 
and clisos would reivn and the torrent 
of crime and blowl-shed would roll on 
ancbecked. If thie be‘unsophisticated 
reasoning, what right’ have the Qu'- 
Appdlie Farming Co. to tramplo with 
wim aaa upon constititions! —_ 
and priviliges; to contemptuoualy ig- 
nore the authority of civil legislation 
by refusing to pay their just cud lew- 
fultaxes? By what x«utherity or 
right do they seok to thrust the whole 
burden of taxation upon the shoulders 
of the small farmer? Te the Cu. vein 
fenough to think, becanse they are u 


| 
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se wl lL al 


r 


vast concern; because they tae 
mosopolized 45,000 acres of the gar-jc 


, pul posscaso:| squattors 
the land long before the Qua°A 


vale get whe peony that 
are su otly to suc-/c 
cessfully resist the payment of their/¢ 
lawful taxes. the altitade of | 
their vanity aod self-conceit, caccot 
have attained such a diery hoight.|¢ 
Verbaps they consider their actions |q 
and rolations toward the couutry, su /4 
philanthropic, aud the bonvefits which | ¢ 
they have oonfurred apen the same #0 
wast, that they feel eutitied to ox 
taxation.<-1]{ that be 
one, 


tlow from 

idea it is indeml an erroncons 
for instead of beng a benefit to the 
country, they heve been a blight, if 
net a curse to it. In the fina 
did the Co. not come te the 


with inadequate oumpevsation, for the 
privations, hardehpe «aod exponse, 
which their claims cost them, when 


Parming Co, was thought of; a 
sine it has stunted the growth, par- 
alized the commercial cvergies, and 
withered the merhanical industrios of 
the once promismng town of Indian 
Hond, which is u nucleus of the 


pore the whole weight of trxation, ap- 
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ou thelr wenker ani leas important 
| | Meighbers; or olve, in consequences of 

the Bell Perm being so miserably, 
' | incompotently innnaged, that thei¢ ex. | 
ny as is atauch » lowebb that the 


ta 
hae chee muet be paid ia order to 


1 in- 
formed, and that tho proceodings of 
the council rexpooting tho matior of 
imposing tuxes,und appointing some 
of thelr officers cte. wero illegal, 4u 
either caso they should be harshly 
lenlt with with, for evon if the Co. 
is so deplorably reduced tiwt thoy can- 
not pay thoir texes, thay havo takon 
seh a monn way of concealing thoir 
poverty that they lave failal to 


SS = 


: 
= 
3 
c 
a 
= 
s 
° 


thirsting for re- 
vonge, and tako a savage delight in 
sociag tho wheuls of the municipal 
|| Qu'Appelio Farming Uo., must be 

pasion ee to pay thoir taxes, if 
their senso of honor is got rufliciently 
strong to indace them to do so with- 
ont, even if it should crash them, 
Aad eveu wero compulsion to prove 
disastrous, the conneil should be ex- 
onerntoed from all charge of unfeoling 
cruelty, for if the Co is that woak, it 
would bo « charity to suddenly tormi- 
nate the minxerable conkumptive ox- 
istence of such a wrotohed jtatitution. 

Sarely the Co. caunot, for n moment 
hope to obiaimn « verdict in their 
favour, whon the | caxo ia nettlod by a 
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court of lnw, eurely thoy canuot be 
allowed to rathlessly trample upon 
civic avthority, and insolently in- 
fringe upon the rights of the people, 
sarcly wrong cannot bo permitted to 
irimmoph over right; and the strong to 
opprems the wonk, Still much may 
perhaps be the fate of the couneil, far 
ity members are notall lawyors like 
the “Barly Secretary,” ne Lochinvar 
aptly tortns thet officer, still ho might 
have gone « etep farther and said, 
“Surly Burly Secretary.” Lf how- 
ever, the council should loxe the soit 
which looks absurd, it will be a death 
biow tothe Iodian Mend Munici- 
pelity, for it canuot, or will not try 
to exist under such humiliating 
cironmeétances, tato bo ground under 
foot, and trampled iu the dust by the 
iusolence, nuoyance, tyrveny and 
oppression of the Qu’Appelle Valicy 
Farming Monopoly. 
“Jomo,” 


Iodian Head, Fob. 12th 1889. 


‘-—-_—-<«: 


PartS 82kb _ [Note: “1889” date should be 1886] 


1886 — Feb. 26 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 6 — Rebuttal to the “Junius” Letter of Feb. 12, 1886, published Feb. 19 — 
includes squatters and tax payment to the Rural Municipality of Indian Head. [This letter is also somewhat verbose, 
though not as bad as the previous one written by “Junius”.] 
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eh, ead cole 


are, seeki 

bate of upon the shoniders 

he papi women permit mo to 

guy that manyef tho ermal! farmers 

duubted tue ability of the comnel! of 
lading 


took any stops to intorpdeo, Surely 
fay rutepayer bas the ht w call in 
priniog paper, wend have, at shourd || | f'Teewuaded and advised wach netion 
° is 
been ‘abla 'vo-mearare wh’ ‘glance, the ie wroug. Neither oan « Company 
kind ef atulf the writor was made of ; of the iqucle of tie one | bow. 
end though it doce scem 6° waeto of | | ae Pirie Neat oc-bie w- 
timo and paper to wrio Feisinder, sll rom poyoent of just Mea 


the mgbts wre lew ou , Mr.. af taxation: but clther. lus Sh &e- 
Eater. or 30 ml tical weak , doubted right of _appenl to tho courts 
to determine tle status of the ‘maitor. 
source or trea of kn log ue So far aod po farther has the VUon- 

Fae vind It le “oneophies pany gone, ~They oirtalal Lave 
ieasoning.”. za fe areas: 4 tho zight.of . tie auici- 
palit Sas. theu—as the = 
Hagahy—wen the Beale: a sonty 
oowhalf of all the mouoys requi 
dhs Fare phen ox- 
rear wd they ecaunots ered: 
yiuent, Pie area roug. As! undorstaud 
Hy ty ae pny " acoopted bonds tu 


and in no “ey con 


aotiou, iu jaeglo doliur 
PENSE i ettott armor.” 


Aud tho “Bell Purus™ has “stuoted 
the growth of Ludian Head,” a nnelous 
ot luelf. Leathor ee show ht that In- 
phe Henil srak the: prodvct of the 
Did the villaga extat ho- 


CL eed 


we @ {uri cnmd Tul oxietonoe t If 


was within the lerritery 

within ther preseat limits. 
they, the Compary, wok Sesoaailons, 
either by payment ur by nek vowladge- 
ment of a prior right. Dolders who 
were prior iu poemssion and who 
-Wonkd Bot necert compensation oro. 
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it did it is pews to cyeryone here. 3} 
have been uuder the impromion that 
Ake village*warthe-outermpe of the 
“Hell germ” Soutablishwent, but ‘it 
nppoars from’‘Janias,” [ inva be 


Aa to the motive ofthe rofusal of 
the ge | pay Lie: taxes de- 
mandel, Ido not presen! to fudge; 
vet l-Jo kpow pho cutarpriso of ihe 
igis boon A Yery great boon to 
the Northwest aon nnd tO the 
© herenbous in particular, Dhere 
is ve doubt of the ability ef the Com. | “Pho fing at the Geerctery, Mr. 
pany topay taxed or nuy other de-| | ‘xijcor, mustlare taxed the” wit of 
mand. iias ae jeizmeat ever been . *Jupias” to an appalhug degree. 
recurded aguiptt them’ 1T* Este they Yhe “Barly Seerstary” is lwoked upon | | 
pot pall their, way as far av any other abuat here as a rev goal sort, wud 
cobcorn iu this coutwy? lun told if his band alll in avy: way con. 


1 t ‘uid exflogaiahment of the 
ali their employees have been psi! up pee patie s wT Gad, for the 


to, the lst of January. Luave 
they ou ay guautity of chactels, to voce igh rage ed ape "he, Sonal 
aay nothing of tn vast aron of lands} |: firwors,” though lie’ eve he.’ dis- 


epoken of, to meet auy aad every de- 
nand I oon pot the "Hell Pera” io athomas of (he meu whe now fap 
fut boon a very gront factor in bring: | the pyekings incidental to al) who | 
ing the Northwest iute prowinent fecast pi due: winaitipal ate, -,. g° > NE 

novico abroad ? ‘No.one-but a~ stalsi- 


fied Writer, such - as ¢Jdpias,” can’ a va Ipptax Haan, | 
clulin to tueconerery. | 5), | + |] | Fete 30, 1880. 0 ***S i 
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1886 — Feb. 26 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 6 


[ Letter to the Editor re Bell Farm, photocopied. ] - check for details 


“On Saturday last a matched game of curling was played at the Qu’Appelle rink between 
the curlers of Indian Head and this place, resulting in favor of our boys by a score of 20 
to 7. The following were the players: H.B. Eberts, skip; Major Bell, R. Crawford and___ 
Allan, Indian Head... . A return game will be played shortly.” 


1886 — Feb. 26 — Application to establish The Bell Farming Company (Ltd) 


Directors include: Bell, Boyle, MacArthur, Allen, Howard, Rokeby, and Eberts, headquarters in 
Winnipeg. (Source: Published in the Canada Gazette for 13 March 1886, p. 1319) 
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/canada-gazette/093/001060-119.01- 


e.php?image id nbr=106042&document_ id nbr=4450&f=p&PHPSESSID=7b2cobbnnfuin47op3u4hu3 
i03) 
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Multiple references of Major Bell and some of his business associates on their activities during the North-West 
Rebellion of 1885 


1886 — Feb. 26 — Bell Farm submits Rebellion Losses Claim to Hon. Thomas White, Minister of the Interior 


This four page document outlines the expenses incurred by the Bell Farm during the North West Rebellion of 
1885, for which the Company is seeking compensation in the amount of $ 57,429.01. Source: 
https://archive.org/details/cihm_12257/mode/2up/search/qu'appelle+valley+farming+compan 


Additional extensive details relating to the War Claims Commission can be seen for the following entry: 1885 — 
Oct. 14 — Rebellion Claims Commission — Testimony of Major Bell 


At the end of its report (p. 274) , the Commission declared that Major Bell was paid more than he was entitled 
to, and was asked to refund $1,890.45. 
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TO ‘THE 


MONORABLE THOMAS WHITE 


MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR. 


DOMINION OF CANADA. 


Ahe Temovial of THE QU'APPELLE VALLEY FARMING COMPANY, L'd. 


represented by WILLIAM LEWIS BOYLE, the President, and HERMANN JOSEPH 


EBERTS, the Secretary-Treasurer thereof, 


RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH: 


1. That your Memorialists are the proprietors of what is commonly known as the Benn Fars, 
in the North West Territories. 


2. That your Memorialists have carried on Farming in the said Territories on a very extensive 
scale, and had invested in their operations up to the Spring of 1883 over half a million of dollars, 


3. That your Memorialists, during the Season of 1884, caused to be prepared for cropping the 
following Spring, upwards of Eight Thousand Acres of Land, in wheat chiefly, at a cost of $19,727.94, 
an average per acre of $2. 37. 


4 That all preparations had been made during: the Winter in providing the Necessary Seed, and 
procuring at a large outlay the additional implements Necessary to enable your Memoriatlists to 
commence operations so soon as the season had sufficiently advanced, and sced the entire area so 
prepared, 

5. That on the breaking out of the Rebellion in the North West, the greater part of the motive 
force of your Memorialists, in Horses, Wagons and Men, were drawn off by the General in Command 
of the Forces, to do duty in assisting the movement of troops to the front, 


6 That owing to the crippled condition in which your Memorialists were left through such 
Withdrawal, the management were able to seed, during the seeding season, a small portion only, of 
the lands so made ready, and, with every exertion, were able to cultivate properly only 1000 acres of 
their lands, while the additional implements purchased and the greater portion of their large stoek on 
hand were forced to remain unused. 

7. Inconsequence of such non use the area of 7,300 aeres, or so much thereaf ay could be 
overtaken, had again to be plowed and harrowed for the coming year, 


8. Your Memorialists, therefore, not only lost the cost of the preparations of the previous year, 
and the profits naturally arising from its crop, but owing to the prolongation of hostilities and continued 
absence of their staff, were unable during the season just passed to till the quantity of land which under 
pther circumstances they would have done, in readiness for the year 1886, 
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g. The Bell Farm has become widely known as a very important factor in the development of 
the North-West, and the effect of so many of their fields going to waste in 1883—considered by your 
Memorialists and the public generally as the crucial year of its existence—was not only a direct loss 
to your Memorialists, but jeopardized the credit of the Company to an alarming degree, compelling 
them to strain their resources to the utmost to pass through what otherwise we ald have proven a 
profitable season. 


10. Your Memorialists also respectfully state that the assistance rendered throughout the erisis 
in the North-West by the staff and material of the Bell Farm, more notably at the commencement of 
the troubles, was loyal and of incalculable service to the General in Command, enabling him to: move 
with much greater rapidity than otherwise—without such a staff to draw upon—he could have done. 


tt. Your Memorialists feel, and they believe justly, that under these circumstances their claim 
to compensation from the Government for the losses they have sustained should be favorably 
entertained. 


12, It may be urged at first sight that as a partial set off to these losses may be placed the sums 
received by your Memorialists in compensation for the work done in the transport service, but your 
Memorialists would point out that these earnings were minimized—(a) by the large sum paid their 
men in extra wages ; (4) the heavy loss to their live stock through horses killed, maimed and rendered 
useless through casualties and exposure, and the extra wear and tear of wagons and harness ; (e) the 
very great reductions made by the Commissioners on War Claims; (2) the serious straits in which the 
Company were placed through loss of credit; (¢) the interest paid on capital not fully employed, and 
the entire loss of dividend and consequent disappointment of shareholders; (/) the very serious 
curtailment of their operations for the season of 1886, and general derangement of well settled plans ; 
(g) the necessarily increased expenditure consequent on the attempt to overtake as far as possible the 
ground lost the preceding year; and (4) lastly the large number of acres which through non-cultivation 
have returned to their natural state. 


13. Your Memorialists respectfully present in a Schedule hereunto affixed a fiir representation 
of the direct losses incurred by them, as aforesaid, in addition to those set forth in the preceding 
paragraph, 


And your Memorialists respectfully submit, — 


(a) That after deducting from the cost of preparing the gross acreage the proportion 
for the acreage employed, viz.: $2,377, they are c, titled to compensation for 
the balance, that is to say, to $17,330.94, and interest thereon for one year at 
the rate most favorable in the North-West, eight per cent, $1,388.07, 

(4) That your Memorialists are entitled to compensation for the fair measure of net 
loss sustained through non-cultivation of their lands, the particulars of which 
are fully set forth in the said Schedule, amounting to $38,690, making a total 
claim of $§7,429.01, 

(¢) Your Memorialists therefore respectfully ask your consideration thereto and pray 
for the payment of the clainy presented, 


And your Memorialists, &e. 


(Sigued)\—W, LEWIS BOYLE, 
President, 
The Qu'Appelle Valley Farming Co,, Limited. 


H, J. EBERTs, 
Seeretary- Treasurer, 
The Qu’Appeile Valley Farming Co., Limited, 
(Dated)—Winsives, MANrrosa, 
February 26th, 1886, 


‘The foregoing ix the Memorial marked B referred to in the 
declaration of W. R. Bell, made before me, this 2nd day 
of March, 1886. 


(Signed)—JAMES HARVEY, J.P. 
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The QWAppelle Valley Farming Company, Limited. 


BELL FARM OFFICE. 


STATEMENT OF CLAtM of the Qu'Appelle Valley Farming Co., Limited, for 
damages and loss caused by the withdrawal of their force from the 
Bell Farm on the 29th of March, 1885, by the General of the Forces, 
The Company being thereby prevented from carrying on their active 
operations as Farmers. 


Amount actually expended in preparing 8,300 acres of land on the 
Bell Farm in 1884 for cropping in the Spring of 1885 


Less the proportion of this amount on 1,000 acres cropped in 1885 


Net loss in preparation . 

Interest on this sum for one year eee ee oe 

Value of Crop off 7,300 acres at an average of 18 bushels 131,400 
bushels at 60 cents . 

Detiint cost of send netatte ck ee ew ne 


seeding do. . 
* harrowing do. 

reaping do. . 

stacking do. ces 
Threshing and Delivering do. 
wear and tear do. 


7,300 acres, at 
Net loss through non-use of land . 


Amount of Claim . 


Winnipen, /ebruary 26th, 1880. 


78,840 00 


40,150 00 


$17,350 04 
1,388 07 


35,690 00 


$57,429 O1 
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in the matter of claim made by the Qu’Appeile Valley Farming Co,, Limited, for damages 
and loss caused by the withdrawal of their force from the Bell Farm, on the 2oth March, 188 3, by 
the General in Command of Her Majesty's Forces. 


I, Wittiam Rosert Bert, of the Municipality of Indian Ilead, in the NorthWest 
Territories, Farmer, bo SOLEMNLY DECLARE : 


That Tam the General Manager of the Qu'Appelle Valley Farming Co., Limited, and as 
such have direct charge over and supervision of the Bell Farm, the property of the 
said Company ; 

That the statements made in the first nine paragraphs of the Memorial hereunto attached 
and marked B are true, to the best of my knowledge and belief; 

That the Statement of Claim hereunto annexed and marked A contains, I verily believe, 
a fair statement of the direct loss to the said Company as set forth in the said 
Memorial and Statement ; 

That the items in the said Statement of Claim marked A are, | verily believe, truly 


represented therein ; 


And T make this Solemn Declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true, and 
by virtue of an Act passed in the thirty-seventh year of Her Majesty's reign, intituled, “An 
Act for the suppression of extra judicial and voluntary oaths,” 


(Signed.) 


Taken and declared before me at Indian Head, 


in the District of Assiniboia, this second 
day of March, A. D, 1886, 
(Sed.) JAMES HARVEY, ) 
TAPa NEW, 


W. R. BELL. 


in the matter of claim made by the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company for damages and 
loss caused by the withdrawal of their force from the Bell Farm on the 2oth of March, 1885, by 
the General of the Forces. 


I, HERMANN Joseph Enerts, of the Village of Indian Head, in the Provisional Distriet 
of Assiniboia, North-West Territories, Accountant, po SOLEMNLY DECLARE : 


That Tam the Secretary-Treasurer of the Qu'Appelle Valley Farming Company, Limited, 
and as such have charge of the books of the said Company, including those kept at 
the Bell Farm. 


That the item of $19,727.94, mentioned in the Statement of Claim: hereunto annexed 
and marked A, is taken from the books of the said Company, kept at the Bell Farm, 
and T verily believe is the true amount of the actual cost of preparation of the lands 
of the said Company in 1884, for cropping in the Spring of 1885, as arrived at from 
the labor returns daily made, and as distinguished from all other charges, 


And I make this Solemn Declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true, and 
by virtue of the Act passed in the thirty-seventh year of Her Majesty's reign, intituled, “An 
Act for the suppression of voluntary and extra judicial oaths.” 


Declared before me at the Village of Indian Head, 
in the (County of) District of Assiniboia, North ) (Signed,) 
West Territories, this second day of March, 
A. D. 1886. H. J. EBERTS. 
(Signed,) JAMES HARVEY, 
Justice of the Peace, N. W. T. 
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1886 — March 8 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 2, col. 3 


[ Within a long political tirade is the following:] 


“In the election for the Northwest Council in 1883, when his opponent was Major Bell, 
of Indian Head, Mr. Jackson’s whole campaign stock-in trade was composed of bitter 
attacks” on Lt. Gov Dewdney. 


1886 — March 11 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. __ 
Indian Head. “Major Bell has gone to St. Paul.” 
“Lieut Governor Dewdney and Lady were guests of Mrs. Major Bell on Monday.” 
“Put the whistle on the mill Major.” 


1886 — March 12 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 2 - Asecond letter written by “Junius” March 3, 1886, published March 12, 
relating to monopoly, taxation and squatters. [Another verbose letter. ] 
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} Qu'Appelle Progress - Mar 12,1886 Bro’ 


fowse all newspapers » 


Gorrespan cnet, 


TTA (Rar oe 

— colnmns ure opon to all provided the 

“ # ject voniter ie of pablic luterumt, and 

ao Proper gp oe usod,. but in uo case do 

wo boli onrsalvey respounible for the opin- 
funs exprossed by corre *poudents.) 


- 3 ‘Lo, Tue ‘Enitor.— 

a} Sir: If I can again prevail, or ra- 
ther, petliaps, imwpese upon your kinds 
uest, Ly having a considerable 

amount of your tly valunblo payer 

‘yplveod at my disposal you will receive 

“ny hearty ant well merited tanks. 

‘Tie reply W “Are weto be crashed 
Ly monopoly” written hy the cham: | 
jor ot the “Bell Furm" who signed 
lrisnself “Indinn Head" (but who with 
jnore uppropriatenaar and wo’ believe 
truthfulness might Lave assumed the 
nous “Bell Farm,” siucs he voices 
the statwonis of tliat corporation, on 
Lie ‘qnestion before’ us, rather than 
those cf the town "from whieh ho de- 
ives his sume) was no don!-t intond~ 

4, 00 $p be-an extinguisher, But 0! how 

vain the hope, for Junius unsouthed 
dy the oxpldsiun of such ao impotent 
wguib of childlike svresun and ruyge- 
. tee, his “bobbed” up as worencly as 
ever, aud is 13 zulous in expousding 
‘and defendtng tho cause vf frcodom 
9 and'jasties as when lant hened froin. 


ea 
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‘Tho sym aud subatunee of the reply 
js a vindictive and deplormbly inabe- 
cile atotmpt to make derision of thie 
name of wreter of the article te which 
le ia replying—n  fuoltsts childlike 
play upon, words quita beneath the 
dignity"of a writer posseased of avor- 
age resourse nn brain power—and n 
—désperate, Hiongh misornbly, uusue- 
cossful effort to refate the charger, 
nade against the “Bell Harm” by 
Jumes. Tho odd griruaces nud tncine 
distortion to which the stupendaouy 
éffort of mutilating und twistlug the 
word Junius into Jinny-ass, evident- 
ly subjected him, must have been 
jnost nmosing to witness, for they 
would doubtless have viel, if not 
eclipsed, the most briliant fonts 1 
“faco rosking” ot Baruxnm's best 
truined apo. , The effort gives us om 
clear inaight to the chiuracter of Mr. 
Tudian Hoad and shows it to be decked 
with sparkling wit aid Urillant gens 
ua! It was fe heppy thought Mr, Ed- 
itor when the would by (bat I'm frat 
never will be) guticist mud ponster, 
Mr. Indien Tend,conceived with uver- 
Btreteved imayinntion, that the words 
“Junius and “Jenny-nes” posvoased 
i witatlarity of sound, for it furnished 
his meager mind with material to 
write two thirds, of the one columu 
fecble offspring of * his chaotia brain. 
Mr. Indian Mead says ho bas “lived 
around Inidinn Hoad slmouvt evor singe 
tho Hylt Parm wna, startod aod yet: he 
nevor knew that the proprivtors of the 
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disposseawed nuy one without full come 
penpittion, aoe Aevsattr| the right to 
their holdings, any withiu their Jitaits, 
who woukl 10t..accept recoiwpense.” 
Athink Me. Indian IHond inuet be 
hard ofjhenriag, or he would certainly 
iave henrd the din of wordy strife nnd 
warfare that raged between the man- 
ager of the Bell Farm, and the equat- 
tors, fur throe or four years, Tho 
last ouinypaign I believe was fought as 


Jato ns the summer of 1835. The 
Jand which now comprises the ‘Bell 
Varm"” was taken poxxession of be- 
fore the Qu‘Appolle Valley Farming 
Go. was ‘iu ‘existence, ‘The equuttars|) | chovse to grant them. Thus you see 
wottled, on the laud'in good faith, for the squatters found Uromsolvosin that 
they wore promised, by the 3 hoipless. position of bmug compelled 


insdlently, und arrouunily demanded 
them to forfvit all claim tu Uieir homey 
stents and quit his vaxt *domnin™ 
with whatwver-compeusntiong he might 


Qu’Apypellu Valley Farming Ov. ever 


mout offiaals, that na soon ay the to uccept whatever was | offered to 
Jand waa surveyed, they would bo nl- Lhem, ng matier How iusuificieut the 
lowed to obtain entries, for their |) |- #moune OF fue tho biter alternativo 
homesteads. In tho moautimo the of incurring the risk of being forcod 


paar . ‘to abaudon their claims, without re- 


f : ie 
assigned to them, on considoration the forlora slope of same a 


, : ing a’ title. to hem—wn intollorable 
that curinin conditions would be ful state ‘gduperdse” and’ nocertainty, 
filled, knowing us they must have 9 


whioh completely killed all enorgy | 
known, that the land was alrondy oo within ikben, for’ there is no Pd 
enpicl by xquatiors,- ‘squatter's agement, fora wan to. work when 
right," tho beat elim tty could havo!) there is a crave doubt that he will 
to the land, prior ,to ite being surs, ever be allowed to ronp tho bonefit of 
veyed, would bo respectad., However hia labor, The squatters mado re: 
peated appeals to the Goverumont for 


. 


tho manngor of the Bell Parw, em- 
protection, against thornthiless “‘usar- 


boldened,.by,.Goverament protection 
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L} crenle voices of outrout 


P| 
per" of their homus, but the“smiall 
v never 


heoded, nud the poor abssdd squatter 


a 2 re a wfter anoth- 
|| erste Sitve;for what they could yet 


||} for them, until there are’.I believe, 


ouly about three vr four lef, aud 
some of these Lam ivformod have not, 
as you succveded in yetting entries 
for their claims, and the Boll Farm 
still contests their rights to tuem. [o 


| | trying to refate the charge that “the 


Qu’ Appelle Valley Farning Co. are 
reolang’to thrust the whole burden of 
taxation on the shoulders of the small 
farmers,” proves most clearly tint 


bes charge ig &® just ony for he is 


honest enough to’ acknowledge, tint 
the Co.'s object in going to law is to 
avoid paying their taxes whilo the 
“wuall (armors have ull had the man- 
huod to come forward and pay their 
tnxes, ‘Theu lmve they not (the sinall 
farmers) aa yet had to “shoulder the 
whole burden of tuxation.” Hate 
they not lad to defray unassisted by 
the “Bell Farm” the whole munici- 
palexponse for 1885? Most decid- 
edly they have. Tne Oo.'s attempt 
to shiek their just proportion: of the 
municipal tux, is ts aay the least of it 
a coutewptaily meno und selfish ac. 
tion, wn will result, we lope, in 
their not only heing cometlod to pay 
their taxes, but witl involre the pay- 
mont of uddiaonnl cost, which ‘will 
be a just roward of such uantterable 


ag SH 


} |} tuwards the erection of uo 
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buweness. Mr. Indian Mend admits 
tliat it is imposwiblo toavoid the pay- 
aieut of a jnst tax, implying (if they, 
the Co, hopes to ba exempt frou 


}| taxation by » conrtallaw) that the] | 
|| iinpusition, of « inunicipal tex, upen 
t} them by the Indisw Bend conneil is | | 


dojunt, tod anlawfal us well, ns mnat 
be invfurred from his nilusion to the 
fact that some of the sinall farmors 
obtained legal advices as to whother 
they could Iawtully be compelled to 
pay tlicir taxes in owe they refused. 
Now upon what grounds oan the im- 
position of tuxes, upon the Boll firm 
be covatdered unjust? Were not the 
officers of that institution, first and 
foremost,.1o bringing about the estab- 
lishmout of the Indian Hend munici-~ 
pality, with a view to having « bonus 
of $5,000 granted by tho municipality 
flowering 
mill? And will net the Assesment 
rolls show, that the nysesment of 
their Inuds was mado, on a common 
basis with the other linds ‘of tho 
tnunicipalty, of w like quality; and 
similarly situnted? = Tusir proportion 
of the tux mavto them seen unfairly. 
large still when wo reflect that the 
surn 1s augmented by xevern! hundreds 
of statute labor which the council 
commuted, atthe rate of $2.00 per 
day for evory wnperformed day of 
stutute labor, wherana they might 
lave commated it nt $4.00 per day, I 
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think the Co. haa no canse to com- 
pinin of injustice. ‘Tho Co. howevor 
feeling bitterly disap;winted at vot be- 
ing wble to defrand the municipality 
out of $5,000, by giving bouds of se- 
curity a nevor wore worth the pa- 
per thoy wero written on, after taking 
such aunetive part in involving the 
mymeont of taxes, seh up a howl of 
in a doc and illogulity. What fonnd- 
ation the Co, has for quostioni a 
logulity of-the council's axtion 
posing taxes in yet only a meaner “OF 
conjocturo. Wns not tho estublish- 
mont of the municipality effected law. 
fully, if vot justly to all? (for luw is 


donewl, by the fret that am petition 
sigued by twenty property hollors, in 
the propwsed municipality may, npoo 
being presented to the lieut-Goverzor 


|} bring whout tho extubliximent of « 


municipality, in eason like that of 
+) Lusdiau Head, where the limita of tho 
Proposed municipslity are wlrondy de- 
Fined. Was not the council Jawfatly 
oleeted ? And lms not that body 

asull such corporations the right “a 
imposo «tux by atriking arate ou tho 
assossod valuo of tho municipality? 
Aud has not tho council anthority 
through a enllector to anfurce the pmy- 
mont of tuxes, by seizing nud sollimg 
in cases of cetusals to pay taxos ? Hus 
wot such boen the course of action, of 
the council towards the Bell Parm ? 


not always justico, as is cloarly ovi- |! 
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Aud yot tho Uo, is “quibbling™ abot about 
tho logalty of such proceodiugs. 
Sorely the Co. did not receive 
inueh euconragement in their hope 
that the proceedings of tha council 
would bo shown to ho illegal, by 
those who ebtained L advice, a 
to whether they conlt ba compolled 
lo pay tnxes,sted not especially in the 
case ofthe man, who was told by 
his legal adviver that he neod not rey 
his tixes, but upon tho nutter being 
explained at the nowiuntion he fouud 
that he had .been misinformed cons 
cerning the notion of the council ren- 
‘Rortug the advico hw had reecived 
worthlose, for tho lawyer lad nor 
been in possession of all tho facta of 
the cose when he gave the decision 
“Did che village of Indian Head oxist 
before the Bell Parr came inte exist- 
ones?" Mr. Ludian Uead ongquires, 
In roply I will sny that us the Qu’'Ap 
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palle’ Valley Paring Oo. tramped so 
| | closely upon tha heels of the equatters 


that while 
inflaencb, ia establishing the geo- 
graphical tion of Iodian Hend, 
we cnonot give them much oredit for 
encouraging\ the growth of the town. 
Ask the iohwbitants of Indian Had 
if the Bell Purm tins not “stunted the 
growth, pariljzed the commercial en- 
ergies aud withered the mechanoicul 
ioduatries of: indian Head” and hear 
what thay will avy. There aro nu- 
merons other towus along the line we 
Lelievo quite as furishing as lodiau 
Hond, and yet they do not attribate 
their heulthy commerciu) and indas- 
trial condition, xod thrifty growth, 
to the fostering perental care of some 
“valet concer” like tho Bell Furm. 
Tho abilityof tbo Bell Farm Uo. to 
pay their taxes, if they sacrifice tivir 
cbuttes was neyor doubted. Jt wae 
their ability to raise the cash which 
was questioned which is not at all 
unnatural, when such rumors aro 
ations that some of the fumilies on 
the Ball Fare } can soarecly yet paid 
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1886 — March 12 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 4 
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|| of Inud which oan.only-bo bought nt 


enough of their wages to buy food 
with.¢ Mr. Indian Head chums that 
the Bell Farm has*been a groat boon 
to the Northwest. Well. we. admit 
that it has been of some benefit iu 
advertising the couutry and also in 
furnishing employment to a nuraber 
of pooplo, still after all the iustitusiou 
ig nothing but a vast speculating 
scheme, for they hold s lurve amount 


an oxorbavt price, and whiels sould 
bave boen given te the settlers for 
bomestending. Furthermore it chocks 
the social and odneational advarice- 
ment-of the country for tho’ imlmbit- |’ 
ante’ of stich a* coucorn, not having 
any treehold, but ovly workiug for 
wagos, nover intend to. make such 4 
pluco their hume, consequently thes 
are nn “erratic” population whicl 
coudnee nothing. towarde the sovial 
and educational improvement of the 
country. And besides this thee i- 
a Gunger of our much bonsted nxtion- 
al indopandence being trampled np~ 
on, by ewtablishing mn system which 
allows ons man all the’ powors of u 


| despot by. giviug him nuthority to op- 


press oni tyraunize (boxe in bis em- 


| ploy with impuuity. 


Juxtcs 


|| Indian Mvad, March Sel, 1836. 
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“His Honor, Lieut. Governor Dewdney paid a visit to the Bell farm last Monday.” 


“Mr. A.J. Osment is importing a photograph outfit from England for Mr. J. Molony of 


Qu’Appelle.” 


“Mr. A.J. Osment was invited to inspect the Katepwa bridge. He reported that it was unsafe and 


that a new bridge would be required.” 


{ Editorial request for bricks needed for building. States there is plenty of good clay available (second call for 


same).] 


1886 — March 19 — Qu’Appelle Progress p. 2 — brickmaking at Qu’Appelle 
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1886 — March 25 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, D. 


Indian Head. “Major Bell, HJ Ebert, and Officers of the Municipality were at Regina on 
Wednesday last regarding the disputed taxes.” 


“The Bell farm have sold their rights to the Indian Head townsite to the Canadian Northwest 
Land Co. It is to be hoped that the lots will be placed at a figure, now, which will give everybody 
a chance to invest without bursting their bank account.” 


“Where is the whistle for the mill Major.” 


“Prof. Tanner has been here for a week, the guest of Major Bell. It is generally understood his 
visit is relative to an agricultural college; but whether there will be more than smoke | will not 
venture to say.” 


Under “Local Happenings” (Fort Qu’Appelle) “we learn that Prof. Tanner is about to establish an 
agriculture college at Indian Head in the near future. The probabilities are that the college will 
be open with 16 students.” 


1886 — March 27 — NWT Gazette - H.J. Eberts appointed Advocate 


1886 — March 29 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 3 — Bell Farm sells Indian Head townsite; and Tanner to establish 
college 


“MANITOBA & N.W.T — Qu’Appelle .... VIDETTE, March 26 — The Bell Farm have sold their 
right in the Indian Head town site to the Canadian Northwest Land Company. It is to be hoped 
that the lots will be placed at a figure now which will give everybody a chance to invest 
without bursting their bank account.” 


And 


“We learn that Prof. Tanner is about to establish and agricultural college at Indian Head in the 
near future, the probabilities are that the college will open with 16 students.” 


1886 — April 1 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, fo 


Indian Head. “WR Allan returned from Winnipeg on Friday and brought with him a 
supply of dairy-maids, cooks, farm laborers and cottagers.” 


“It is spoken of by many as a settled fact that we are to have an agricultural college 
here. The news is almost too good to be true. Is Indian Head really going to wake up! 
Rumor also has a new hotel and town hall for the summer.” 


“Where is the whistle for the mill Major!” 
“Bell Farm and others have begun seeding.” 


1886 — 2 April — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1— Bell and other relating to rebellion directives — in Parliament 
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“PARLIAMENT — Mr. Casey gave 14 notices of motion regarding the rebellion, including copies 
of instructions to Major Bell, General Laurie, Bedson, and other non-combatants; return of 
moneys paid Bell and Lewis, Howard, Wright, John Stewart and Wm. Sinclair for transport; 
copies of correspondence between James Anderson, and Caron and Middleton respecting the 
purchase of supplies.” 


1886 — April 2— Qu’Appelle Progress, p.__ 


Indian Head: “Seeding was commenced on Tuesday on the Bell Farm. They have six 
thousand acres ready for crop and started out twenty-three seeders.” 


ALSO, the following: 


“Professor Tanner, of London, Eng., who is now making his fourth visit to the North 
West, was the guest of Major Bell last Sunday. It is announced that the Ottawa 
Government has given him authority to establish an agricultural college. Possibly the 
long projected wish of the Major in this direction may soon be carried out. Let us hope 
so. No better centre could be found for such an enterprise than Indian Head, 
convenient to water, wood and boasting of the best soil in the Territory.” 


1886 — April 8 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, fo 
Indian Head. “Major Bell has gone to Port Arthur.” 
“Bring a whistle for the mill Major.” 

1886 — April 9 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 2 


“Indian Head. The people of Indian Head and the North-West generally will be gratified to learn 
that arrangements have been made to open an Agricultural College at that place. Professor 
Tanner has just been in Ottawa consulting the Government in reference to the College. He has 
made arrangements with the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Co. To use their new stone building, put 
up for an hotel in Indian Head, to which an addition is to be built so as to accommodate about 
fifty pupils. Professor Tanner has gone to England, and on his return will bring out an assistant. 
It is expected that the institution will be opened about July first.” (Note — May 18 — Regina 
Leader - the hotel is referred to as being a brick structure) 


1886 — April 15 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, Bee 


Indian Head. “Both the Bell farm and town dams on Spring Creek broke on Friday and 
prospects are poor for our boat club.” 


1886 — April 22 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , bo 


Indian Head. “The Bell farm elevator and mill will in a few days close down for the 
summer.” 


1886 — May 3 — Manitoba Morning Free Press, p. 1 (as reported in 1906) — Bell sues former Bell Farm Directors 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
“There has been a disagreement among the owners of the famous Bell farm at Indian Head. 
Major W.R. Bell has entered suit against the other directors, Messrs. Northwood, Buxton, 
Duncan Macarthur and Lionel Boyle.” 


1886 — May 4 — Oct 15 — Colonial and Indian Exhibition, London England — includes Albany Settlement drawing by Prof. 
Tanner 


1886 — Colonial and Indian Exhibition, London — Tanners Drawing and Bill Farm references 


214 kb 


1886 — May 13 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p.__ 


Indian Head. “Major Bell and H.J. Eberts have returned from Winnipeg.” ok 


“The Bell farm mill dam is full now.” ok 


1886 — May 15 —(18 documents) Major Bell submits a tender to purchase the former Indian Agency building in Indian 
Head (Source: Library and Archives Canada: Black Series, RG 10, Volume 3717, File 22,550-4, Reel: C10125.) Full 
exchange from 1885 to 1919 follows: 


August 12, 1885 — letter from Indian Commissioner Edgar Dewdney to Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Sir John 
A. Macdonald, reporting that a new house should be built for Indian Agent William S. Grant on the Assiniboine 
Reserve, and that he (Dewdney) is negotiating sale of the old “warehouse” in Indian Head or for its removal to 
that Reserve. Later Notation: construction of new house on the Assiniboine Reserve is approved. 


Sept. 24, 1885 — confirmation that construction of the new house on the Assiniboine Reserve is approved. 


May 15, 1886 — Major Bell submits a tender for $225 to the Indian Commissioner, Regina to purchase the 
surplus Indian Agent Office, located on Lot 15, Block 6, Indian Head. 
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July 6, 1886 — Dewdney write to the Macdonald stating that the tender from Major Bell is the only one received 
and recommends that it be accepted, before the unmaintained building deteriorates further. Later Notation: 
Lawrence Vankoughnet, Deputy Superintendent has added a notation asking what the building originally cost to 
be erected. 


July 24, 1886 — reply from Vankoughnet to Dewdney states that the building cost $900 to build, and that the 
tender from Bell is therefore insufficient. 


Dec. 29, 1886 — Hayter Reed, Assistant Indian Commissioner writes to Macdonald reiterating that Bell’s offer 
should be accepted before the building deteriorates further. Later Notation by Vankoughnet: building should 
be re-advertised for sale. 


Jan. 11, 1887 — almost impossible to read: writer, apparently Vankoughnet, tells Reed to proceed with 
advertising the building for sale. 
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Feb. 12, 1887 — Joseph Glenn, of Indian Head, submits a tender for $130 for the former Indian Agent Office; 
building to be removed within 30 days. 


Feb. 17, 1887 — Hayter Reed writes to Macdonald, stating Glenn’s offer, and lamenting the fact that Bell’s 
higher offer was rejected. Major Bell being away, Reed cannot ascertain if the original offer is still available. 
Later Notation by Vankoughnet: says Reed or Dewdney should determine if Bell’s offer is still open, and, if so, 
it is now acceptable to Ottawa. 


March 2, 1887 — very difficult to read - Vankoughnet writes to Dewdney stating that Bell’s original offer is now 
acceptable. 


April 11, 1888 — Duncan Campbell Scott, clerk in Dept of Interior, writes note to Deputy Minister in Ottawa — 
suggests that Dewdney be asked if Indian Head building was sold, and if not, what was done with it. 


April 19, 1888 - almost impossible to read: a repeat of Scott’s request to the Deputy Minister: Notation by 
Vankoughnet - approved. 


April 30, 1888 — letter from on behalf of Dewdney to Macdonald: Bell had withdrawn his offer, as the 
government’s acceptance of it came too late; negotiations then proceeded with Mr. Crawford, Indian Head on 
behalf of another buyer, but that too fell through; the writer now recommends that the old Indian Agent office 
in Indian Head be dismantled and re-built on the Reserve for Indian Agent Grant (his new house would cost 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
$450 and this task would likely cost about the same); Later Notion by Vankoughnet: unclear handwriting but 
some form of expenditure is approved. 


May 11, 1888 — letter from Vankoughnet to Dewdney — approves removal of the Indian Head building 


June 19, 1888 — Dewdney to Macdonald - announces sale of former Indian Agent Office for $225 and attaches 
cheque; Dewdney had recommended that the building be turned over to the Indian Agency and moved to the 
Assiniboine Reserve, however, when they went to move the building it was determined that it would cost too 
much and suffer too much damage; and, when an unexpected offer for $225 was received, Dewdney accepted 
it without further consultation. 


1888 - Undated receipt for $225 — text virtually illegible, “Received from” might be followed by “Indian 


Commissioner” 
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Sept 5, 1919 — letter from Dan Maclean, Regina Land Titles Office to Secretary, Indian Affairs, Ottawa reporting 
that Indian Agent W.S. Grant sold the Indian Head building to him in about 1889-1890 for about $200. Maclean 
asks for confirmation of this transaction in order to clear up an estate. 


Sept 16, 1919 — W.A. Orr, Land and Timber Branch, Ottawa, replies to Maclean that the name of the purchaser 
in 1888 was not provided with that earlier correspondence. 


1886 — May 10 - - Qu’Appelle Vidette - — check for details - [Frank’s Note — no newspaper printed on this date.] 
1886 — May 18 — Regina Leader: Indian Head: p. 4 - far left and 2" from left columns 


[Several references to the Bell Farm, the Mill, 32 portable bins, Professor Tanner, and 500 pigs] 
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Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
1886 — May 19 — Formal establishment of the Bell Farm Company, with the following directors. 


Robert William Bell, William Lewis Boyle, Duncan McArthur, William Rae Allan, Thomas Howard, Ralph Thomas 
Rokeby, and Hermann Joseph Eberts 


(Notice published in the Canada Gazette for June 6, 1886 (see photo below for that date) 
1886 — May 20 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 


Indian Head. “Probably the complacent smile which illuminated the features of our municipal 
tax gatherer on his return from Regina, some weeks ago, will fade when he finds the suit of 
Municipality vs Bell Farm has gone the wrong way. Livery Bill of $80, lawyers fees, and railway 
fares to and from Regina will probably be paid with a ‘complacent’ smile by the municipality and 
the small farmer taxed additionally for it, while the ‘monopoly’ scores a victory.” 


“Major Bell went to Minneapolis on Sunday night’s train, to be gone ten days.” 
“The Bell farm have planted two acres of beans. What next?” 


1886 — May 20 — London Morning Post, Po — report on Albany Agricultural College / Settlement 


HE ALBANY AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, Canada, 
N.W.T.—This College is situated on the celebrated Bell 
Farm, which is being converted into the “ Albany Settlement. 
It offers excellent facilities for learning Canadian Farm Practice 
and Agricultural Science, as well as for gaining experience in the 
requirements of Colonial Life, without sacrificing the usual com- 
forts of an lish home.—Written applications coer addressed 
to Professor Tanner, Institute of culture, South Kensington. 


61kb 


1886 — May 21 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 6 — Bell Farm report - same as Regina Leader, May 18, p. 4-—first paragraph 


1886 — May 23 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , facet [pdf copy in file] — check for details 


Indian Head: Includes references to the grist (flour) mill and elevator, as well as to 32 granaries (little elevators) 


scattered around the Bell Farm. (Frank’s NOTE: year might be 1887 — need to verify) 
1886 — May 27 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , fo — [see also June 3 & June 4 below] — same items????? 


p. 1 - Colonial and Indian Exhibition - “Tanner, Prof. drawing of a model colonial settlement proposed to be 
established in the Northwest — Bell Farm, Katepwa, and Fort Qu’Appelle in the distance.” — at London, England. 


p. 3- Indian Head. “Dr. McInnes is having considerable work - ... Mr. Dickinson of the Bell Farm, thrown from 
horse breaking his collar bone — all doing as well as could be expected.” 


p. 3 — Indian Head - “Mr. W.L. Boyle, president of Bell Far, is in town.” 


1886 — May 28 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p.1 
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“An accident occurred at the Bell farm on Wednesday last by which Mr. W. Dickson 
sustained a fracture of the shoulder. He was jumping Mr. Sherwood’s pony over a 


Ud 


hurdle when the pony fell and threw Mr. Dickson on his shoulder, causing the fracture.’ 


[Item re Tanner, photocopied. ] =¢an’t find in newspaper = possibly May 27 above? 


1886 — May — Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
208 1886 Paul R. Lyon Fort Qu’Appelle 
209 May 12, | £. Thawray-York Bridgewater, England 
1886 Somerset 
210 John Tazewell .... Chedroy, England 


Bridgewater Twp 


211 May 23, | B.H. Buxton London, England | Same as #49 
1886 


1886 — June 3 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p. 


Indian Head. “Dr. McInnis is having considerable work ... Mr. Dickinson, of the Bell 
farm, thrown from horse breaking his collar bone... all doing as well as could be 
expected.” 


“Mr. W.L. Boyle, president of Bell farm, is in town.” 


1886 — June 4 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , Pp. (PDF for files?) — check for details 


Discussion about Professor Tanner and the proposed Albany settlement and the Albany Agricultural College to 
be established in the near future at Indian Head. (Frank’s note: appears to be 1886, but need to verify if this is 
1887.) 
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Map from Albany Settlement proposal, 1886. 478 kb 


1886 — June 6 — Canada Gazette published names of new directors for the Bell Farm Company, which was legally formed 
on May 19, 1886: 
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Dated at the office of the Secretary of State of 
Cunada, this 4th day of June, 1886. 
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1886 — June 8 — Winnipeg Free Press, p. 4 — Letter Patent issued for Bell Farm Company 
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“LETTERS patent have been issued incorporating Mr. Bell, of Indian Head, Messrs. Boyle, 
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Macarthur and Howard, of Winnipeg, and Allan, Pakeley and Eberts, as the Bell Farm Company 


for colonization and cultivation purposes, with a capital of half a million dollars.” 


1886 — June — Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
212 June 4, Rev. L. Norman Montreal Quebec 
1886 Tucker 
Rev. L. Norman Tucker was appointed the Anglican Principal of 
the Sabrevois Mission College, Montreal in 1879, and in 1893 the 
Rector of Christ Anglican Church, Vancouver. He visited the Bell 
Farm on June 4, 1886. In his 1911 book 'Sea to Sea’ Tucker refers 
to Bishop Anson and the "Railway Mission" in Saskatchewan. 
213 June 5, W.F. Henderson Winnipeg Manitoba 
1886 
214 June 14, | Henry Afreif London England 
1886 
215 . W.E. Brown Qu’Appelle Saskatchewan 
Station 
216 H. Fennergreig Qu’Appelle Saskatchewan 
Station 
217 W. Syme Redpath | Qu’Appelle Saskatchewan 
Station 
218 L. R. Empey Qu’ Appelle Saskatchewan 
Station 
219 Edythe Empey Qu’ Appelle Saskatchewan 
Station 
220 Helene Empey Qu’Appelle Saskatchewan 
Station 


1886 — June 10— Qu’Appelle Vidette, p.__ 


Indian Head. “Major Bell is at Ottawa.” 


1886 — June 11 — Qu’Appelle Progress , po 


“Major Bell’s Schemes: Major Bell, of the famous Bell farm, is at the Queen’s on a short 


visit to the city. “Everything on the farm looks splendid at present” he said. Its perfect 


in fact. | never in any previous year saw anything to equal the condition of the crops at 


this season. | expect wheat will be headed out in two weeks” 


“What about the proposed agricultural college?” 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
“Well, Prof. Tanner who is to have charge of it is now in England to obtain students. We 
expect to have about fifty students, so that it will be quite a large institution. Prof. 
Tanner and an assistant will conduct the college and instruction will be given in practical 
and theoretical farming. A small sum will be charged students to cover actual expenses. 
| feel sure it will be a great success and will be the means of inducing many young 
Englishmen and others to come to this country and settle, after receiving a thorough 
training in the college.” 


“| noticed in the Sun last night,” continued the Major, “a paragraph about a man in 
Texas who was starting a buffalo ranche, and it was referred to as a novel and an 
excellent idea. | was specially interested in it, as a number of us are now forming a joint 
stock company to start a buffalo ranche near Winnipeg. We have purchased Capt. 
Bedson’s herd of buffalo, and intend to establish a fancy stock farm. We will get some 
three or four hundred cattle and cross breed them with buffalo, and will also bring to 
the country a large number of thoroughbred cattle.” - Sun 


1886 — 12 June — The Northwest Review, Winnipeg, p. 10 — Letters patent issued for the new Bell Farm Company. 


“Letters patent have been issued incorporating Mr. Bell, of Indian Head, Messrs Boyle, 

Macarth Howard, of Winnipeg and Alien, Pakeley [sic -should be Rokeby] and Eberts , as the 
Bell Farm Company for colonization and cultivation purposes, with a capital of half a million 
dollars.” [The names should be: Bell, Boyle, Macarthur, Howard, Allan, Rokeby and Eberts.] 


1886 — June 12 — Calgary Weekly Herald, p. 3 — Bells to establish buffalo farm; & agricultural college news 


“TELEGRAPHIC- CANADIAN NEWS —Winnipeg, June 7 - Major Bell intends establishing a buffalo 
breeding farm. He also expects to have 50 pupils at the agricultural college farm” 


1886 — June 16 — “Montreal Gazette”, p. 1 — Major Bell and Buffalo — Polled Angus Breeding Scheme 


“Major Bell has completed his arrangements for the incorporation of the Northwest Buffalo 
Breeding company, and a notice of incorporation will likely appear in the Canada Gazette of 
Saturday. Major Bell says it is the intention of the company to cross the buffalo with the 
Polled Angus breed. In this way the hide alone would be worth more than the price of a Polled 
Angus heifer. A breed of cattle would also be raised which would be better able to stand the 
climate of the North-west.” 


1886 — June 17 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , aoe 
Indian Head. “Wheat twenty inches high on the Bell farm.” 
1886 — June 18 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1 


“A Novel Scheme”: [Bedford’s proposal & Northwest Buffalo Breeding Company — extensive text, 
ending with this comment on Major Bell’s involvement:[ 


“Major Bell, who is a director and also secretary-treasurer of the proposed company, 
left for the east to interview Canadian and American capitalists, and hopes in thirty days 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
to have the agreements for the organization of the company fully under way. A small 
amount of stock has been reserved for Winnipeggers who may desire to invest. — 
Manitoban.” 


1886 — June 24 — Brandon Sun, p. 1— Major Bell elected membership in Winnipeg’s Farmers Club 


“At a committee meeting of the Farmers Club, held at the club room, Grand Union Hotel, 
Winnipeg, on Wednesday the 16" inst., the following additional gentlemen were elected 
members: .... Major Bell, Indian Head; .... “ 


1886 — June 25 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 2 


[Major Bell and the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company (Bell Farm) were actively involved with this 
Commission, which met in Qu’Appelle in June of 1886.] 


“REBELLION CLAIMS COMMISSION The Commission at present sitting here under the 
chairmanship of Justice Ouimet, is dealing only with claims for losses during the rebellion, and 
not with claims against the Militia Department for transport or other services. This Commission 
has been appointed and is acting under instructions from the Department of the Interior not the 
Department of Militia and Defence, and is completing its labours as far as reception of evidence 
is concerned at this point. When the Commissioners leave here they go to Ottawa, making a 
short stay at Winnipeg to complete their enquiry into the claims of the merchants in the north 
and west.” 


1886 — June 25 — Edmonton Bulletin (as reported in 1910) — buffalo ranche formation 


“A company has been formed to start a buffalo ranche, and has bought S.L. Bedson’s Stoney 
Mountain herd for a start. The idea is a good one. The weak point of the scheme is that Major 
Bell of the Bell farm is at the head of it.” 


1886 — June 26 — Edmonton Journal, p. 4 — buffalo ranch proposal (same article as above) 


“LOCAL - A company has been formed to start a buffalo ranche, and has bought S.L. Bedson’s 
Stoney Mountain herd for a start. The idea is a good one. The weak point of the scheme is that 
Major Bell of the Bell farm is at the head of it.” 


1886 — July 2 — Qu’Appelle Progress — p. 2 


[New 24 Hour Time Table for CPR trains indicates time that the trains passed through Indian Head — not much 
opportunity to see the Bell Farm at 9:45 pm going West or 2:48 a.m. going East.] 
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1886 — July 3 — Edmonton Bulletin, p. |— Bell Farm teamsters during 1885 Rebellion 


“It may please some of the teamsters who were docked on either time or rates for their services 
with the troops to Pitt last spring to know that the Bell farm teams and those the property of 
Major Bell received $10 a day from the beginning of the outbreak until the 1* of May, and $8 a 
day from that time until their return to Indian Head after the transport business was wound up. 
At the same time Major Bell was paying $4.50 a day to teamsters to haul freight for which the 


government paid him $125 a ton.” 


1886 — July 8 — The Star (Guernsey, England), p. 4 — Major Bell and the North-West Buffalo Breeding Company 


“A NEW LIVE STOCK VENTURE. Major Bell, of Indian Head (Bell Farm), has completed his 
arrangements for the incorporation of the North-West Buffalo Breeding Company. He says it 
is the intention of the company to cross the buffalo with the Polled Angus breed. In this way 
the hide alone would be worth more than the price of the Polled Angus heifer. It is also 
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claimed that a breed of cattle will be raised which will be valuable in many ways to the 
farmers of the North-West.” 


1886 — July 15 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , oan 
Indian Head. “Major Bell went east on Friday. 


“Quite a number of the Bell Farm employees indulged in a strike last week, and as a result there 
are quite a number looking for work.” 


1886 — July 23 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. — check for details 


Katepwa. Mrs. Major Bell attended a picnic in aid of the English church building at the foot of 
Fishing Lakes. 


1886 — July 27 — Winnipeg Free Press, fol (published in Fifty Years Ago — July 27, 1936) 


“The Bell Farm at Indian Head started a full force of reapers cutting wheat; the grain was fully 
ripe, and the sample equal to any heretofore grown at Indian Head; the yield was estimated at 
30 to 35 bushels to the acre. The Northwest Rebellion Claims commission, Ottawa, had almost 
completed its report.” 


1886 — July - mid and 20 - [Sir John A. and Lady Macdonald pass through Indian Head en route to the Pacific Coast. 
Although Major Bell was a staunch Conservative, no mention is made of the Macdonalds stopping to visit with 
Major and Mrs. Bell.] 


1886 — July 29 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 2 — Bell Farm crop report as reaping gets underway (Also printed in the Aug. 3, 
1886 issue of the Regina Leader p. 1, and in the Aug. 7, 1886 issue of The Northwest Review, Winnipeg) 


“INDIAN HEAD — A telegraphic despatch from Indian Head, dated Monday, the 26" 
inst., says: “The Bell farm start a full force of reapers cutting wheat tomorrow. It is 
fully ripe, and the sample is equal if not better than any heretofore grown in this 
section. There are some fields which it will not pay to reap, but the crop on the bell 
farm is fully two-thirds and likely a little more. One field of six hundred acres is 
excellent, and estimated by competent judges to yield thirty to thirty-five bushels per 


“ 


1886 - July 29 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 4 


[Hon. Thomas White, Minister of the Interior, plus harvest report. White signed the Bell Farm Visitors 
Register on a previous visit, on Oct. 25, 1885 (Visitor # 203).] 
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On 
THE MINISTER OF THE IN- 
TERIOR. 
The Hon, Thomas White, the 

Minister of the Interior in the Do- 

minion Govermnent will arrive 

early this (Thursday) morning, ac- 

companied by his fumily and re- 

main a fow hours, At ten o'clock 

ho will drive to Edgeloy farm, es- 

corted by a procession to be formed 

of the citizens of the town in cur- 

tiages. At the Sykes farm he will ee 

witness the workings of the steam INDIAN HEAD. 

plows, and partake of luncheon, ris i started . | 

after which he will proceed to Vas- Mion view vigerslng tt is satiy 
quaw’s reserve, where there will bo ripe, and the sample is equal if not ' 
a big Indian pow-wow, From the Lotter than beretofore grown in 
reserve the party will drive to Fort Ahis section. are some fields 
Qu’Appelle. Atthe Fort Mr. T, which it will not pay to reap, but} | 
W. Jackson, M. N. W, C., will on- the on Use Bell farm is fully 
tortain Hon. Mr. White and family. two-thirds and likely a little more. || 
held at the foot ck Fishing. Laken pt pe poncho piped 

at oot ishing : 
after whieh the party will go to Judges be esr to 38 Lushels per 
Indian Mead, and after visiting the at > Fetenge. Mr” 
Holl farm take the train for tho veld pay yw 0b ich wilt 
east. ‘The trip of the hon, guntle- dew, which Uny Ingin  outel 
mai cannet fail to result in much today. Onts which wero wees. 
god to the country asd we trust late are in good condition and likely 
it weil} be enjoyyd while he is glean- to yiokl well, Darley is shore in 
ing information for the beneclit of the straw, but promises an excellent 
his depariugnt, yield, 
—=—_—_—— 46 kb FORA Serie To 59 kb 


1886 — Aug. 3 — Billings Gazette, p. 1 — Sarcastic comment on Bell’s Buffalo Breeding Company proposal 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 


1886 — 


Raising Cattle for their Fur. 
Breeder's Giazette. 
« The latest scheme presented to the 
British publie in connection with 
eattle-raising in America is to raise 
them fur. It originates 


with pot niian Hend. 
somewhere up in Winnipeg or Mani- 


tobu, the gentleman who owns the 
“Bell Farm,” and proposed 4 few 
years ago to send both English and 
Yankee farmers to the everlasting 
bow-wows by raising wheat at twenty 
cents per bushel. His proposition 
now is the “Northwestern Buffalo 
Breeding Company”* (limited, | of 
course), and the idea is to eross 


buffalo bulls upon polled Angus 
cows, to “produce a hide worth more 


that a breed of cattle will be pro- 
duced which will be valuable i in many 
ways to farmers of the Northwest. 


horns are also valuable and 
should be produced at the same’ 
and then the fertile and enterprising 


Major would have a place to put the 


money he is likely to make. 2 


Aug. 5 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , fa 
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Indian Head. “Where is Professor Tanner, he is long past due.” 


Small farmers reporting poor crops but “The Bell farm began cutting wheat on July a7. 
It is fully ripe and no doubt will be a fine sample” 


1886 — Aug. 5 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 2 left column 


[Minister White’s tour, which included Edgeley Farm, ended with a picnic at Katepwa.] 
“After the picnic, Major Bell took Mr. White into his carriage, the Fort people returned; 
some of the Qu’Appelle people went round by Indian Head, and all making their way 
home in different directions. Thus ended according to Mr. White, one of the most 
pleasing outings he has ever had the good fortune to enjoy.” [NOTE: Thomas White 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


had previously visited the Bell Farm on Oct. 25, 1885, and signed the Visitors Register 
at that time.] 


1886 — Aug. 12 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 2, left column 


“& Gossip: ..... About 15 o’clock on Friday last fire was discovered in a double barn 
near the Northern Bell Farm Cottage occupied by Geo Bingham. The barn contained two 
horses which were burned to death, and the barn with contents will be a complete 
loss.” 


1886 — Aug. 12 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.__ left column 


1886 — 


1886 — 


Indian Head. Visit of Mr. Sherriff Chapleau to Mrs. Major Bell. 


“On Friday, at about 15 o’clock, fire was discovered in the double barn adjoining one of 
the Bell farm, northern division, cottages. Two horses in the barn were burned to death, 
and the building was burned to the ground. The cause of the fire is supposed to be 
Indians who were in the barn at noon, smoking.” 


“Major Bell and HJ Ebert went to Winnipeg on Friday, the 6" inst, and are to return the 
middle of next week.” 


“Duncan McArthur, president, Commercial Bank of Manitoba, and Prof. Hart, of 
Manitoba College, were visiting at Bell farm last week.” 


Aug. 19 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. __, right column. - Bell Farming Company / Bell Farm Company 
established 


“INDIAN HEAD The Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company has been absorbed by the new 
organization, under the name of the Bell Farm Company (Limited). The latter has taken over the 
assets of the former and assumed its liabilities. The officers remain the same. The new name is 
in consonance with their property, the well-known Bell Farm.” 


Aug. 26— Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1, centre column 


Sir John A. & Lady Macdonald stopped briefly at Qu’Appelle on Friday, Aug. 20, at 2 pm, en route East. 
Also stopped for 15 minutes at Wolseley, and at Moosomin, but no stop at Indian Head to visit the Bell 
Farm; but he would have seen the Farm from the train as it travelled through the 10 mile wide farm. 


1886 — August — Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
221 August 9, | Caroline R. Ottawa Ontario 
1886 Chapleau 
222 August G. Pearson Bell, Cottingham, Hull, | George Pearson Bell was a surgeon in Qu'Appelle and signed the 


14,1886 | M.D. England Register the year he arrived from England. He later became a 
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surgeon with the RNWMP. 


223 = George William Luntwaddine, 
Roberts Herfordshire, 
England 
224 August Rod.... Matheson Scotland 
23, 1886 
225 . Kingston Erin Ireland 
D226 rie rater at ... Cavan, lreland 
227 ...F.B. Dopping County Longford, 
Hepenstel lreland 
1886 — Supreme Court of the NWT — Law Suits 
SAB Microfiche | District Conflicting Parties Year(s) Comments 
File Box Court / 
Reference | Supreme 
Court of 
NWT 
878 B 10 SCNWT Qu’Appelle Valley 1886-1888 | Railton is the Municipal 
3/87 (86?) Farming Company tax collector 
Vs. 
R. Railton 
1073 | C13 SCNWT Qu’Appelle Valley 1886-87 Railton is the Municipal 
250/86 Farming Company tax collector 
Vs. 
R. Railton 
1085 E13 SCNWT R. Insinger 1886-87 
263/86 Vs. 
Qu’Appelle Valley 
Farming Company 
1138 | N13 SCNWT S.W. Caswell 1886 Not sure if W. Bell is 
333/86 Vs. W.R. Bell or someone 
W. Bell else 
1142 ) 13 SCNWT A.J. Osment 1885-1886 
337/86 Vs. 
J. Tutty 
1886 — September — Visitors Register 
Number Date Name Residence Comments 
229 Sept. 5, Joel Cook “The Philadelphia, USA | Joel Cook was a Philadelphia based special correspondent for the 
1886 London Times” London Times, financial editor of the Philadelphia Public Ledger , 
author and later a US Congressman . Cook wrote about Louis Riel 
in his book "America, picturesque and descriptive". 
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230 George W.C. Cook | Philadelphia, USA | George William Childs Cook accompanied his father, Joel Cook, to 
the Bell Farm in 1886; born in 1870 and died in 1918 of 
pneumonia, in Philadelphia. 


231 F.H. Brydges Winnipeg Manitoba: Brydges was the senior partner of FH Brydges and 
Sons, Land Insurance and Commission Agents, Winnipeg and 
married to Jean Crawford Allan, niece of Alexander Allan, Entry 
Zed. 


232 Anson Shugborough, England: 
Stafford 


1886 — Sept. 6 — Manitoba Daily Free Press — (published in 1906 — p.6) — Major Bell and horse race “Duchess Dolly”: 


“TWENTY YEARS AGO TO-DAY — Items from the Free Press of this date, 1886.... .The entries 
for the trials of the Winnipeg Field Trials club, which will be held Sept. 21, 22 and 23, are as 
follows: ..... Duchess Dolly, Major Bell, ..... “ (FRANK: which Major Bell?) 


1886 — Sept. 6 — A Canadian Tour: Entering the Great North-West Territory — correspondent from the Times, p. 26 & 27 - 
references to flour mill and hiring 150 Sioux to help with harvest 
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portant. 


It is on the rich soil of the Qu’Appello Valley | 


that tho Canadian Pacitic Railway passes for 


| 


ten miles through tho “Bell Farm,’ which is 
helioved to be tho Inrgost farm of contiyuous 
{crritory in the world, It covers surface of 
shout 100 square miloa, a fow sections of school 
lands in parts of the tract, however, not being 
owned by the company. In the centre of the {arta 
is the railway station of Indian Head, 60 eallod 
from o curious hill on one of the Indian reserves 
near it on the southwar’?, Thia is about 1,70 
milea woet of Montroal, the lands having been 
carefully eelected before the railway was built, 
but in “anticipation of its construction, the routo 
having boon thon located, Thie great farm con- 
tains 60,087 seres, bought from the Canadian 
Government, the railway, and the Hudson's Bay 
Company, to that there were thus obtained all the 
sections in the tract. The company was incorpo- 
rated in J882, by Canadian and British eharo- 
holders, the intention heing to break up and 
prepare for enltivation about £0,000 acies, half of 
Which weito bo summer-fallowed every year, an. 
at tho ond of five years to divide the estate into 
small farma and sell, Tho original capital was 
£120,000, and the sharcholders have paid up 
£00,000, while £80,000 six per cont. debentures 
have been issued. No dividends havo yet been 
pid, as large expenditures have beon made ac- 
cording to the original plan, and it was thoughs 
hicst to re-invest profite rather than call additional 
sharo payments. Tho North-West rebellion last 
yeor jatérlered with the farm work, as the teams 
were all in use for transport service to the remcte 
region where Riel’s forces were located, and this 
year the drought has somewhat curtailed the wheat 
yield, but it is estimated at about 20 bushels to 
tho acre, tho threshing being yot incomplets. 
There were 5,000 acres under crop this year, anc 
noxt Fenson about 10,000 acres will be cultivated. 
Several tarms have this season been sold eff to 
ncwly-arrived colonists, the terms being about 
fds, per sere for nnimproved land,and £38 to £3 ba, 
for land that has been broken and back-set and 
got thoroughly ready for cultivation. Tho presi- 
dent of the ‘company says that with fair crops 
hereafter they expect to put aside £5,000 sink: 
iny fond annually to redeem tho debentures, 
and pry 8 vd cent. dividends, while tho dis osal 
of tho Innds—the larger part of tho tract ing 
held on speculation—will give a return on capita 
secount, They have built a flour mill, and expect 
hereafter to grind all their wheat, thus saving 
freight charges and being enabled to use tho 
refuse in tveding cattlo and pigs, theso in futuro 
making frosa (heir sales an important item in tho 
annuai returns. The labour question, formerly an 
important loment, both as to cost and the difficulty 
of obtai.o, !abourers, has been solved by the em- 
Joyment of indiang, no less than 150 Sioux having 
his year aided in gathering the harvest. To 
assist the agricultural prospects of this eection it 
is tho intention next spring to open a colloge in 
o building just erected at a cost of about £2,400,. 
and to receive pupils, under the namo of the Alban, 
College, called after the late Duko of Albany. This 
will be under the personal supervision of Professor 
‘Tunner, so well known in connexion with agri- 
quiture, 

1 mado a survey of a part of this great farm, 
riding over tho rich black soilandsceing thothresh- 
ing jroceescs, The wheat fields, just harvested, 
ftretelied as far as eye could see from one point 
of observation, while in another region the plough- 
ing had turned the black soil over in the process of 
summer-fallowing, 60 that the equare miles of land 
to be put down in next year’s whan crop would be 
ready for early seeding in April. ‘There wore 200 
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The Coming Metropolis 


horses, 27) cattle, and WOO hogs on the eetnte, and 
the outht of agricultural machinery embraced 45 
roapers and Linders, 73 ploegha, six muwerr, 4) 
seeders, 80 barrows, and seven completo etemtn 
outtite for thrarhing, Major Bell, the manager, is 
onn of the greatest farmers of Ameriea, of rye 
experience and obility, He telle mo thet in 
working the land, tho very carefal necountea heopt 
show that it costs about 8s, per sore to eripinetiy 
brenk up and beckrot, while afterwards tho 
ploughing for the erop in worth about 2n, por nere, 
The uw tual cost of producti wheat, ineludirg 
every expense, with interest on the cort of the 
land and allowance for wear end tear, is alot S09, 

r acre, The profit of the farm will conro- 
quently depend on the yield, They get about fh, 
to Ss, hd. por bushel at the railway nt prerent, 
while their freight charge to Montrea 
per bushel, Hy turning the wheat inte flour, for 
which thoro Is n good demand in the extreme North. 
Wost, tho profit is greater, and the refuse fottens 
tho cattle and hogs, which ore always in denn. 
His exporicnce has shown that the proper methed 
of treating thio Innd is by summor-fellowing, so 
that a wheat crop in rnised overy nocond yeor, 
Heo han also divided the estate info farms of LOO 
acron each, finding this eubetivision the best 
method of eeonemical working, exch ete!) fart 
Loving its own outit of horses and machinery, 
tho whole being enporvieed by foremen, cach of 
whom overloke'® number of thoro wrall forms. 
The buildizge ond equipment of this great farm 


pro of the most complute charactor, and it is one | 


of the inetitutions of Canods. The fertile sei} hoa 
heen found to extend to great depths in tho 
Qu’Appelle Valley, tho boring of artesian wells 
having brought up the same rich binck lonm ne ts 
on the surfnce from a depth of J00ft, in some 
lacos, Tho wheat helt does not extend 9 jrent 
istance further westward, howorer, but it in 
almost beyond comprehension to estimate the 
ultimate valoo as a wheat.produccer of thie vast 
fertile Velt in Manitoba, Assinniboin, and Tinkata, 
which covers a surface about {00 miles long by 
210) miles in width. Hero in grown the frmene 
* No. L hard,” which yields the best four known, 
and this year has euch plomp berries that it 
weighs from O21), to Gib. pur borkel, Such in 
the * fertile belt " on the future development of 
which Canada bases such great Lopes, 


la In, del, | 


ee 


1886 — Sept. 13 — Letter from Wink to Bell re: loss of Ontario court case: MacDougall vs. Hall 
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Port Arthur lawyer A.S. Wink informs Major Bell that the court case in which he was involved has been lost in 
favour of MacDougall and Gehe (or Gehl ?). This relates to distribution of mining shares in the Port Arthur area 
— perhaps the Rabbit Mountain Mining Company in which Major Bell bought 2,200 shares in 1885. 


1883 — Sept. 16 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 2 - Impressive crop report at the Bell Farm in 1883 — (see text for Sept. 1883) 


1886 — Sept. 28 — The Manchester Courier and Lancashire General Advertiser, p. 7 — Correspondence: North-West 
Canada — letter from Francis George Jefferson — Indigenous men and women and Métis work at the Bell Farm, 


as well as five deaf mutes: 


If 


the land is 


i‘ 


i 


Part 1 — Manchester Courier 92 kb Part 2 95 kb 


Part 3 58 kb Part 4 65 kb 


1886 — Oct. 1 — Excerpt from Sir John Lister-Kaye Diary (transcript by Hugh Henry) 
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1886 — Oct. 5 — Regina Leader, p. 3 - Law suit over non-payment of wages and improper dismissal: Good vs Bell — Good 


won 


Oct. 1 (in Alberta) 
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“| write to Major Bell saying | have told friends in England that he is obtaining L4 - 4 - 


per acre for land & is that correct --" 


Masters and Servants Ordinance. 
No, 5 of 1879, 
To the Editor of the Leapen, 


Dear Sin, —A case possessing consider- 
able interest to the public was tried be- 
fore Justice Davidson at Qu'Appelle, on 
2th July last. Some of the workmen on 
the Bell Farm imued summonses under 
the above Ordinance, against _ 
the General Managerof the Qu Appelle Val- 
ley Farming Company, for non-payment 
of wages and improper dismissal, firet 
summons (that of Good ¢, Dell,) was selee- 
tod asa test case. Mr. It. Dundas Strong 
appeared as counsel for the complainant, 
and Mr. Eberts for the defendant, On 
the part of the defendant, it was contend. 
ed that the Ordinance itself was ultra 
wets; (2) that the summonses was issued 
ayainet the wrong defendant, Major Bell 
hoi only the Manager, and the real de. 
fendant (if any the Qu’ Appelle i 
Farming Co.; (3) that the plaintiff himself 
committed «a brench of the Ordinanoe by 
tofusing to work after being requested w 
lo se by the foreman, os ; 


Mr. Strong, on behalf of the plaintitf, 
contended (1) that the Magistrate had no 
jurisdiction to try the validity of the Or- 
dinance, but was bound by it ; (2) that on 
the evidence of the plaintill it was proved 
that the contract or employment, (which 
waaa verbal one) had been entered inte 
by the defendant with the plaintiff! in the 
former's individual capacity, and not as 
Managor for a Company. of whose exist: 
enee or ownership of the farm, ne notice 
ot Kuowledge had Leen 1 to have 
hoon given to or possessed by che plaintitf; 
(3) that at the time of the plaintiffs re 
fusing to continue work, hir wages were 
proved to be in arrears (the hiring being a 
monthly one,) and that consequently t 
plaintiff wae entitled te treat the contract 
as broken by the defendant and to proceed 
ander the Ordinanee for the wages in 
arrears, 

After a protracted hearing the Magis- 
trate reserved his decision, and on the 10) 
of duly gave judgment for the plaintitf 
and ordered defendant to pay the wages 
proved to be due and the costs, Notive 
of appeal was given by Mr. Eberts on be- 
half of the defendant, but this was subse 
quently abandoned and the amount claim: 
el on this summons aa well as on the other 
summonses together with the costa, was 
subsequently paid by the defendant. 

TERY 
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1886 — Oct. 5 — Regina Leader p. 4 — Law Suit Insinger vs Bell Farm [Money Value: £100 = $500] 


“LAW. Before Mr. Justice Richardson. On Tuesday the High Court of Justice of the Regina 
District, sat at Qu’Appelle Station. An interesting case was that of Insinger v. the Bell Farm. A 
cross action. Bell Farm suing for $150 for board. Insinger suing Bell Farm for breach of 
contract, he having paid £100 ($500) to learn farming, the Bell Farm having advertised that 
they had an Agricultural College. Scott, Q.C. for Insinger; J.M. Benson, for Bell Farm. 


Judgement reserved.” 


1886 — Oct. 14 — Qu’Appelle Progress — Indian Head Fair results — published Dec 16. 
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The Bell Farm mentioned for the following: 
Class A: 
e General Purpose Stallion — Second 
e 2/Year Old stallion, any class — Second 
e General Purpose Team — Third 
e Carriage Horse in harness — Second 
e Filly One Year Old — Second 
e Foal of 1886, First and Second 
e Saddle Horse — First 
Class D: 
e Boar Over 1 Year — First 
Class F: 
e 20 Bushel Red Fyfe (Special by Major Bell) — prize provider 


1886 — Oct. 26 —The NW Buffalo and Breeding Company Ltd formed. 


Directors include: Bedson, Norquay, Bell, Howard and Eden: Source: Canada Gazette for 20 Nov. 1886, p. 1029 


http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/canada-gazette/093/001060-119.01- 
e.php?document id nbr=4491&image id nbr=107781&f=p&PHPSESSID=7b2cobbnnfui1n47op3u4hu3i03 


1886 — Nov. 9 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p. — check for details 


[ Indian Head. Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company vs Railton — court case 


(no Osment ads for months and months.)] 

1886 — Nov. 25 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p. 
Indian Head. “Major and Mrs. Bell returned from the east on Monday.” 

1886 — Dec. 2 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1 right column — concerning Nov. 13, 1886 Town Council meeting: 
“INDIAN HEAD COUNCIL Council met on the 13" inst, all present. 


Moved by coun. Bunnell sec. by coun. Powell that a special committee of 
three be appointed to consider communication from Johnson & Forbes 
re Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Co., vs Railton. Carried.” 


And later: 


“Moved by coun. Partridge, sec. by coun. Brooks that the chairman be 
authorized to enter appeal in the case, Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Co., vs 
Railton and that and order for three hundred dollars be drawn on the 
treasurer in his favour to make the necessary deposit for same. Carried.” 


1886 — Dec 16 — Qu’Appelle Progress report on Indian Head Fair results — See: Oct. 14, 1886. 


1886 — Dec. 21 — Qu’Appelle Progress, aed 
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Indian Head Council. “Moved by coun. Bundell sec. by coun. Powell that a special 
committee of three be appointed to consider communications from Johnson and Forbes 
re Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Co., vs. Railton. Carried.” (Railton is the tax collector.) 


“Moved by coun. Partridge, sec by coun Brooks that the chairman be authorized to 
enter an appeal in the case Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Co., vs Railton and that an order 
for $300 be drawn on the treasurer in his favor to make the necessary deposit for same. 
Carried.” 


1886 — 31 Dec. — Annual Report for the Secretary of State: North-West Buffalo Company Ltd. 


THE NORTH-WEST BUFFALO BREEDING COMPANY (Limited) 
Incorporated 26th October, 1886. - Amount of Capital Stock, $75,000. 
Number of Shares, 7,500.—Amount of each Share, $10. 


Corporate Members :—Sarauel Laurence Bedson, Warden of the Manitoba Poniten- 
tiary ; the Hon. John agar A the Hon. Thomas Howard; William Robert 
Bell, Manager of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company ; and Arthur Freder- 
ick Eden, Land Commissioner of the Manitoba and North-Western Railway Co. 

First or Provisional Directors:—Samuel Laurence Bedson, John Norquay, Thomas 
Howard, William Robert Boll, and Arthur Frederick Eden, 


Chief Place of Business :—Winnipeg, Man, 


Objects of the Company :—(1.) The acquiring by purchase, lease, hire or otherwise of 
one or more cattle or other ranches, cattle or buffulo rans, also farm lands, 
timber lands and other real or personal property in the Province of Manitoba, 
in the North-West Territories and elsewhere in the Dominion of Canada, neces- 
—_ or desirable in the interests or for the purposes of the pro Company, 

the workiog of said lands and timber, and the disposal of the samo by sale, 
lease, hire or otherwise. (2.) ‘Lhe buying, selling, breeding, raising and other- 
wise dealing in thoroughbred or lees than thoroughbred buffalo, also in cattle, 
horses, mules, sheep, and all other kind of live stock, in all the branches of said 
business, including the slaughter and the buying and selling in carcase or as 
batcher’s meat of such of said species of animals as are used for such purposes. 
(3.) The raising, buying, selling and otherwise dealing in all kinds of grain and 
farm and dairy products, and generally the carrying on of all agricultural, farm- 
ing and dairy operations, and the construction and carrying out of all buildings, 
mills, and other ey The pe considered necessary or advisable in the interest 


of the company. (4) The purchasing or acquiring the stock, business, assets 
and property: of any”: “~ mpany or person carrying on business similar to 
the business of the propo, } Gompany, and the carrying on of the business of 


such Company, or person & cquired, and engaging in any business or transac- 
tion within the corporate object of the —— Company in partnership or in 
conjunction with any person or other Company. (5.) Generally the doing of 
all such things as are incidental to or are considered advisable for the purposes 
of the Company. 
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1887 


1887 — Rebellion Losses Claims and Report — Canadian Sessional Papers — check for details 
1887 — Jan. 6 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, pol 

Indian Head. “Major Bell returned from the east on Tuesday’s train.” 
1887 — Jan. 13 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. __ 


Indian Head. “Mrs. And Major Bell left by Friday’s train for a two month’s trip to Eastern 
Canada and Europe.” 


“Councillor E.J. Brooks was in Regina, last Friday, on business connected with the Bell 
farm tax suits.” 


1887 — Jan. 20 — Ottawa Evening Journal, p. 1 — Major and Mrs. Bell en route to England — Silver Mine 


“A Silver Mine wanting Development - Major W.R. Bell and wife, of Indian Head, NWT are in 
town. Mr. Bell who is the leading shareholder in the famous Bell Farm, leaves this week for 
England where he will organize a company of English capitalists for developing a silver mine at 
Rabbit Mountain, Port Arthur district." 


1887 — Jan. 27 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1, third column 


“INDIAN HEAD COUNCIL. Jan. 18" 1887. ..... Moved by councillors Partridge and 
Bunnell that council suspend general order of business in order to take up and 
application from the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Co. through their agent Mr. Dunlop for 
an extension of two weeks time to pay their municipal taxes and also hear a complaint 
from R.C. Rigby against his usage by the collector. 


“The council were in favor of extending the time as requested by Mr. Dunlop and 
suggested to the collector the advisability of restraining from harsh means until the 
expiration of the time asked for.” 


And elsewhere:, p. 5, 4° column: 


“INDIAN HEAD: “Major and Mrs. Bell are on their way to England. It is said the object of 
the Major’s visit is to organize a company of English capitalists for the developing the 
silver mine at Rabbit Mountain.” (Frank: this might be the Rabbit Mine, at Silver 
Mountain, near Thunder Bay: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver_ Mountain Station) 


1887 — Jan. 29 — Edmonton Bulletin, p.1 — Major Bell off to England re: Rabbit Mountain silver mine 


“TELEGRAPHIC - Winnipeg, Jan. 27, 1887. Major Bell has gone to England in connection with the 
development of the Rabbit Mountain silver mine.” 
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1887 — Feb. 17 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , boo 


Indian Head. “Mr. Allan, of the Bell farm, was in town on Saturday and Sunday making 
arrangements to pay their taxes.” 


1887 — Feb. 26—R.M.S. Aurania Passenger List — Liverpool to New York — Major Bell on board ship 


“Saloon Passengers - # 6 — Major W.R. Bell” [Note: also refers to a Miss Bell — possibly should 
have been “Mrs.” Bell.] 


105 kb 


1887 — March — Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
233 March 13, | M.F. O’Donoghue_ | Ottawa, Ontario 
1887 


1887 — March 3 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 3 — brickmaking at Qu’Appelle 
“A brick yard is among the new industries to be started here in the spring.” 


1887 — March 4 — London Daily Telegraph — comment on the Bell Farm 
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Fasgay' onpsl one general foreman 


mishap or failure, Three’ ie horse and | 
two hundred men were engaged last year in the 
cultivation of this territory. rl ant td wt 
grain-elevator, and steam cornmills lent 
assistance; and the Canadian Pacific Railway 
ran right the settlement. Yet, with all” 
these advantages, combined with a fine climate | 
and a soil i in fertility, the Bell Farm 
is a failure, because the low price of grain in the 
European markets, added to the distance of Mani- 
toba from the t Seber 


-were once spoken on pate 
conditions under which wheat, barley, and oats. 
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Part 3 (extract) Part 4 (extract) 


1887 — March 17 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 1 — Major Bell back from England with investors for Rabbit Mtn silver mine 
(also | March 14, 1887 issue of Man. Daily Free Press, p. 1) 


“TELEGRAPHIC — Canada — Ottawa, March 13 — Major Bell, of the Bell farm, Indian Head, is in 
the city. He has just returned from England where it is understood he succeeded in organizing 
a powerful company of English capitalists to work several rich mining limits near Rabbit 
Mountain, Port Arthur.” 


1887 — March 18 — Manchester Courier & Lancashire General Advertiser, p. 3 — Emigration to the West — letter 
from F.G. Jefferson, a Bell Farm employee: comments on severe winter weather and CPR travel 
problems 


8 September 2024 
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1887 — March 24 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 


“Indian Head. Major Bell will be back next week from England.” 
1887- April — Prince Albert Times, p. 4.— Merit of growing flax in Saskatchewan 


“AGRICULTURAL — Flax Culture. — In reply to a question from “H.B.” Prince Albert, 

asking for information about the culture of flax, the Nor’-West Farmer” says: - “The 

first thing he wants to know is whether flax can be grown here, and if so, to what 

advantage. It has been grown successfully at Gleichen, but Major Bell at Indian Head, <———— 
could perhaps tell a different story. A slight summer frost would spoil a season’s 

crop, and though for cattle a patch ought to be cultivated on every farm, it is not so 

profitable as some people allege. If sown, as it often is, on new breaking, it will grow 

itself, but it will prevent the soil from rotting properly, and so spoil the land for 


n” 


several crops afterward. ..... 
1887 — April 14 - Qu’Appelle Progress , p. —Tanner in the NWT for the 7™ time. 


“At the Queens: ... E.H. Hill, London, Prof. Tanner, W.S. Redpath, London, England; . . 


a“ 


“Professor Tanner is in Town. He is locating a number of immigrants in this vicinity. 
Particulars in another column.” [ (see below) E.H. Hill also there. ] 


STOWS© all Newspey' 
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edpath, J 
Taylor, Ludian 


Hle PROF. TANNER. 


Professor Heary Tanner, of Lon- 
don, England, examiner in agricul- 
ture under the -government depart- 

* | mont of science, South Kensington, 
is visiting the Northwest. for Uw 
seventh time. 

The object of the I’rpfessor’s visit 
is to eatablish a new forte of coloniza- 
tion for immigrant families, under 
two distinct systems. In the first 
instance a settlement is to be 
established in the immediate vicinity 
of Qu’Appelle, whereby a number 
of immigmnt families may be ac- hanagy 
commodated upon blocks uf 40 acres} — 
of land ench with ‘coltage suitable hich 


familica in the Northwest under 
such conditions as to provid: for 
their comfurt, but to place them in 
neighborhoods whore they can find 


for the ‘conveniences and decencics ring] steady employment and besides this 
of lifu, having four rooms. In ad- the}te secure them schools, Sanday 
dition to this, four ncres of land eel servioos and inedical attendance. 


The second plan which the professor 
is ubout to carry out differs but 
slightly from others under the Do- 
miuion Lands Act. The only varia- 
tion appears ty be that before the 
immigrant families leave England 
their applications are made for 
quarter sections iv accordance with 
the requirementof the Dominion 
Lands Act and thoso quarters sec- | PY 
tions aro secured to them, on the 
Government terms. Thu details of 


will be prepared and sowed in ad- iia 
vance of dele arrival, so thut when psc 


which lies between the above men- | %* 
tioned four sections homestend land 
is Lovght fromm tho owners, whether 
railway companies or others, and at 
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the center of this central sectional +) 
will | now settlement is established. The | Mer! 
iid-| advantage claimed by purchasing |‘? ' 
Fat | Unie land is that the owner can don EO ——— 
he | with greater m, and hence ° . nili hich . now ve 
in| more advantageously to the sottler Mr.) *Y [wd ed North weat > care 
a 8 then, if they ten tec deal with home- says'that not only the number, but 
pron ase aps Bar for a yd . = t. quality ' exceeds seer i x - sg 
ist | three years. . Briefly speaking, tho} have a; re ve hed, Parti eeral per jones. 
sic, | objects aimed at in these new settlo-| F BBVS DAC Sgree : Lor the 
tru-| ments by Prof. Tauner are, first, the | conv W. _ Prof. Tanner is arranging for 
lel be comfurt aud well-being of immigrant {  __| hee itnmediate erection of:a number of 
nee | families, “such being a necossiry | ning [y, | the cottages «referred - to above on 
Hi. | precedent to their ul success | dida| |,,_ | section 30, 18, 13. The professor 
hm-jand comfortin life; and this is — {0 will also locate at once another 
ro ——— by arraugements, | 57) ids, | Section south of here on the same 
er} whereby necessaries are vided | lan. Heisaccompained by Mr, 
| &.}im the form of schuols, el: service|™ | Pe; : ar Boatand 
aph | and medical care. iat | H. Hill, of London, gland, 
who ig about to have extensive 
«¥|_ The professor states that hoe has | "JO Luildings erected on section 36, 18 
nis-}had exceptional opportunities to| *- * |; » reid = pee 
lets. | judge of the chareter of the i:ami- le, 1¢. : a : 
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1887 — April 14 - Qu’Appelle Vidette — Tanner house construction and Bell Farm director Allan on site 


“Prof. Tanner, of England, arrived at Qu’Appelle a few days ago, and has let the contract for a 
dwelling house, etc.,, five miles west of here, on the Bell Farm” [Frank’s Note” 
“west” might be a typo, as the Tanner house was built east of Qu’Appelle.] 


And 


“Mir. W.R. Allan, a Bell farm director, paid the village a hasty visit on Tuesday night, returning by 
the morning train. It is now rumoured that some 4,000 acres will be sown and the arrearages of 


wages paid at once.” 


1887 — April 14 — Qu’Appelle Vidette” — Tanner’s New Scheme for settlement 
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A Now Scheme. 


Professor’ Tanvor, the well-known 
agiiculturiat and promoter of immigra- 
tion to this country has a new acheme 
on hand forthe promotion of emigration 
|| to Manitdba and the Northwest, His 

intention ix to vatablish » couple of 
wottlements in the Province and Ter. 
tioried, and to keep tho acttlers near 
together. to.farm claims.” The arrange. 
ment if @ new one, the main object 
biting to secure the contort and well. 
being of. the immigrant families, At 
the same time the arrangements will 
be carried out upon a commercial basis 
wong todo away with all uppronch to 
bat ah Sa while doing a0 ne. 
cnfe td th muigrints’ nil vantages 
which have hithorto been very dificult 
toattain. Two settloemonts ure being 
Orgawizel in each.of which arranger. 
ments will be made in advance of the 
arrival of the immigrint families so 
that a clecent entiage with the proper 
requitemeuts for prosecuting farming 
operations, ete. on a swaill weale will 
be provided, 

The cottage will connist of four 
roune, and will be quite commodions, 
Each holding will consist of forty 
acresof land fourof which will be pluced 

j under crop at once aud be ready by the 
time the immigrants arrive. “Two 


| 
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es 


'| expiration of the three yeara, if they 


a ee he Ln 
acres will be sown with wheat, one 
with oats and the fourth with peas, 
potatoes, garden vegetables, etc. One 
colony or settlement will be established 
in the immediate neighborhood of Qu’- 
Appelle, where 2 is thought plenty of 
employments ean be secured such as 
furm Inboring, etc. Forty acres will 
be alloted to each family and the total 
charges, including the cost of tho fuod 
supply and the dwelling, will be about 
equal one day's waye fur a week's oc- 
cupation, They will only be tenants, 
but with have the option of purchasing 
the lund within a period of some three 
years if they elect to doso, By the 


find forty acres too little, they will be 
in an excellent position te takesup yov- 
ernment homesteads, Such  suttlo- 
menta, says Prof. Tanner, practically 
become nurseries for preparing immi. 
grant families with very limited means 
for adapting themsclvas to the require. 
menta, of the country, and gaining ex- 
perisnce, which is likely to be valuable 
for their further success, and so in. 
creasing their stock in pruportion for 
a larger holding. 
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}| of them have capital. 


The soconil suttlement is to ba locat. 
ed along thelineof the Manitoba North. 
western, at which point has not yet 
been deciled, This settlement will 
differ from the former one inasmuch 
as it will consist of @ group of porsons 
) | taking up quartor sectivns of land, and 
io such @ nunner that sixteen of them 
will occupy four sections of land, and 
the section which is enclosel by these 
will be purchased from the owners 
and divided into 40 acre plots. ‘The 
kang improvements -as in the otder 
| caxo will beruadle, A school, a mater. 
nity or village hospital, a church, ete., 
+ | will be established no ax to give the 
immigrants all the advantages of civili. 
|| zation. Prof. Tanner waa avconpanie.! 
by w lacge number of immigrant tami. 
|| hes ofa very desimblo character, Some 


1887 — April 18 — Winnipeg Free Press, p.__ 
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Reports that William Rae Allan, a Bell Farm Director, visited the Bell Farm; and also that Professor 


Tanner was in the region and was having a house built about 5 miles west of “the village” (Indian 
Head) — still within the original Bell Farm boundaries. ( Allan was appointed a Director on 19 May 1886, 
along with other Directors of the newly-incorporated Bell Farm Company: Robert William Bell, William 
Lewis Boyle, Duncan McArthur, Thomas Howard, Ralph Thomas Rokeby, and Hermann Joseph Eberts) 


“Mr. W.R. Allan, a Bell farm director, paid the village a hasty visit on Tuesday night, 
returning by the morning train. It is now rumoured that some 4,000 acres will be sown 


and the arrearages of wages paid at once. 


Prof. Tanner, of England, arrived at Qu’Appelle a few days ago, and has let the contract 
for a dwelling house, etc.; five miles west of here, on the Bell Farm.” 


1887 — April 21 — Qu’Appelle Progress , poe — brickmaking at Qu’Appelle 


“We learn that brickmaking is to be an accomplished fact here this summer. An 


excellent variety of clay having been found on Samuel Henry’s place about seven miles 


south of the town. We believe the brick are to be laid down at a price to make brick 


building quite as cheap as frame and certainly more durable as well as more attractive 


in appearance. May good fortune attend the venture. Mr. J. Doolittle is the prime mover 


in this enterprise.” 
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1887 — April 21 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, Dp. 


Indian Head. “Major and Mrs. Bell have returned from England.” 


“Mr. Dunlop, secretary-treasurer of the Bell farm, has returned from Winnipeg and 
looks none the worse for his trip.” 


“The Bell farm commenced seeding on Monday with twenty-three teams. They are 
going to put 5,000 acres under crop. Everything is running smoothly and the Major is 
happy and sure of a good crop. All hands have been paid up and grumblers are at a loss 
what to grumble at now.” 


1887 — April 28 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 


Indian Head. “The Bell farm will finish seeding this week with an acreage of a little over 
5,000.” 


1887 — April 28 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 


[ Sir John Lister Kaye’s Farm at Balgonie, 7,000 acres, 15 miles west of Qu’Appelle; Sykes Farm Lands 
(Edgeley) 20,000 acres. — see below] 
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Sykes Furm Tands.—Mr. Sykes, 2 Manchester merchant, purchased 
from the Canadian Pacific Railway Land Co, 20,000 acres, all the od 


———————— Ls | 
sections in township 19, ranges 15 and 16. The manager, Mr. Came 
resides at Edgeley, the headquarters of the farm, 5 a and oe 
of Qu’Appelle, Mr. Sykes has a steam plough in use which has been so 
far a great success. idea is to brenk and cultivate a certain number 
of acres on each of the sections and sell from prices ranging from $7.00 
to $12.00 per acre. Edgeley district is well worth a visit, for there is 
situated some of the most flourishing farms in the North Wost, Mr. 
Cameron has this year upwards of 1000 acres in crap, 

Webster's Farm.—Situated 5 miles south of Qu’Appelle, comprises 
three sections of land, (1920 meres). Me is his own manager, and has, 
considering the past three unfavorable soasons, been very successful. { 

Sir John Lyster Kaye's Farm.—Situsted near Balgonie, 15 niles west 
of the town of Qu'Appelle, compriscs 7000 acres. He has large wad exten- 
sive buildings upon tho farm and will have this year 1000 acres in cro 

Other large farms, but on a smaller scale to those mentioned aro in this 
viciuity ; all are, if pot as prosperous as they expected to be, hopeful of 
a bright future. The prosperity of the town and ita surroundings are as- 
sand ee hope is that this little pamphlet may be the meine of tetnalse | 
some of those new comers from the old country who are still undecide 
where to settle in this vast country. They can be assured that should they 
come to Qu’Appelle every assistance will be rendered in getting them 
located, and I am sure they would never feel that they were strangers in 
a strange land. 


SSS 


— 


Also: cottages being built for Professor Tanner: 


“Mr. J.H. MacCaul has the contract for building the cottages for the immigrants 
under Professor Tanner’s scheme. There are also two houses to be built for parties 
connected with Prof. Tanner, the contracts for which have not yet been awarded.” 


And this summary of Tanner’s Settlement: 


“Professor Tanner’s Colonization Settlement. — Professor H. Tanner, Government 
Examiner in Agriculture in the Department of Science, South Kensington, London, 
England, is now engaged in establishing in the immediate vicinity a settlement whereby 
a number of immigrant families may be accommodated upon blocks of 40 acres of land 
in comfortable cottages, together with schools, churches and medical attendance. 
Special care will be taken to secure immigrants of unexceptionable character, and witha 
practical knowledge of farm life and its requirements. It is hoped, and expected, that 
this settlement will greatly add to the material growth of Qu’Appelle, and provide a 
class of steady and efficient agricultural employees.” 


1887 — May 1- Regina Leader — p. 4 — 2,000 Acres to be seeded — check for details — No paper on this date 


1887 — May 2 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1— Bell Farm and court of revision 
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“INDIAN HEAD — The Indian Head Court of Revision had very little to do further than some 
slight alterations in the Bell Farm Company’s assessment.” 


1887 — May 8 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. __ - Bell Farm crop report — check for details — no issue readily available 


1887 — May 7 — Glasgow Herald — general comments on the Bell Farm and Professor Tanner’s Agricultural College 


far as wheat-raising is concerned, but if there is |] 
Some 150 miles farther on is the disappointed s dogma of Canadian agriculture it - pig mine ‘ 

village of Indian Head, best known to English || | farming is always to be peeioned | Mee — 
readers a8 the station for the Bell Farm. Indian growing, and for ating expe —— 
‘Head had expectations at one time, expectations, tarming the Bell Farm, =e i ane 
however, which failed to be realised, and a “es me = Pe roles aie we rovemiiopinr” , 

wears ‘an aspect of arrested progress which is || | sonat Guelph. Say aicies EAN Saye 

2 ancholy. <A large brick building, for his enterprise, aud 0 b n 

ar waa’ txtensal tl the best hotel in thie | thing but success, but from the point of view of 
4 


i i ; z ey it is worth 
North-West, is about to be turned into an getting iso poe geo Bat agi 
ies om a ne ap amar, t ; arene a AoonE-cAle expensive establishment 
ave already referred to xB Etoet 
i i iati orner can be found at a first-rate 
the signal want of appreciation shown towards = ae! 1a a mr Te nn ecil Farm itselé, it still 
’ ] education here in every shape and sheap one, £48 10) ; ‘ 
ar i 's the distinction of being the largest farm , 
form, and pointed out that the Agricultural || Ti world. ‘The extent of its fields is bewil-j 
College at Guelph, although perfectly equipped || | Ju the world, fe clbinaste ta ANON, 
with a view to the thorough or 8 its Aa epenee Pe estar a is impressive to & 
ions, and very moderate in its fees, being “pas 4 = tule waenekable 
iberaly endowed by es lo ers yet ee io bale ee ae the cL cee would 
to attract a suificient rae of pps een to demonstrate that farining on 2 large | 
opinion of some) to juatity ats SHITORES s and acale is not necessarily money-masing to corre: 
the face: of such discouraging experience 1° spood, Anew adjunct is a itour-mill of con- 1} 
seems almost foolhardy to ‘attempt to start | siderable capacity, where the grain is milled by 
another establishment which will not have half the ‘‘coller process.” By this process the nutric ! 
the advantages, and must of necessity, being a!| | tious part of the wheat imnediately aaah 20) 
utely commercial venture, charge three times the skin, which used to be rejected _with | 
the ee The practical work of the course is to the bran, isy retained, and the nutritious { { 
be done on the Bell Farm, That is excellent so || | groperties of tae flouy greatly increased, - Lhe > 


Professor Tanner. 


o 


Part1 222 kb Part 2 205 kb 


| superiority of the hard northern wheat for mill- 
ing purposes is clearly shown by comparing. 
the flour it produces with the finest from Min. , 
nesota. The greater whiteness of the former is | 
| most“marked, and as both are obtained by the: 
‘Same process we are sure that this superiority | 
(iS not the result of rejecting any part of the 
'grain, but simply due to its harder texture. | 
| Manitoba flonr now takes rauk as the finest in! 
j the world, and its supremacy-is not_attributable , 
to any difference in the milling process, but, 
solely to the superiority of the graia. It is no , 
mere figure of speech to say that Manitoba, and | 
ultimately the North-West as well, will be the | 
world’s granary, The proof of the pudding is‘ 
the eating of it, and the proof of the wheat is its 
capacity for making good flour. In this capacity ! 
the wheat grown here, owing to the joint influ- | 
ence no doubt of soil and climate, is pre-eminent, 
and as the best articles must always command ! 
the market the wheat of North-West Canada / 
will be sought for’all the world over, Q.F.D. | 
4 Regina is;the capital of Assiniboiue, Isis a'! 


Part 3 197 kb 
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1887 — May 12 — Hattie Liggett, daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Liggett, died of bronchitis in one of the Bell Farm 
Cottages. Although some of Bessie Liggett’s account (written in 1956, when Bessie was 75 years old) is based on 
partially erroneous information, especially that relating to Major Bell’s farming operations, | suspect that her 
account of family life was more accurate, likely as she remembered or was told by her parents. The following 
extract details their life while resident on the Bell Farm from 1886 to 188__): 


(PAGE 8) “.... | think it must have been in the spring of 1886 that we moved to the Bell 
Farm cottage. Though | do not remember the Rebellion of ’85, my father, like practically 
every man in the country was busy in connection with it. There being no railways to the 
North, where the trouble was, supplies had to be transported by team. Father, like many 
others, took his ox team and wagon (or sleigh) on “the transport”. 


“The Bell Farm” was started by an English man, Major Bell. He bought quantities of land. His 
idea, evidently, was to transplant a land holding idea from England and carry it out as estates 
were managed in England. He built a big house - for those days it was quite a mansion. That 
was his residence and was always spoken of as “The Big House”. The property was dotted 
with cottages for the farm help. Two cottages and a large barn were in a group — possibly to 
look after one section. The one in which we lived was situated to the south east of the barn, 
the other north east of the barn directly north of (PAGE 9) ours. These cottages were just off 
the townsite, to north-west, very near to where the present hospital stands. 


| have no idea how many of these groups of cottages Major Bell had but no doubt they were 
very numerous. He had a foreman Mr. Sherwood, who supervised on horse back. Mrs. Bell 
had her carriage and pair with her coachman to drive her around. It seems to me it was a 
double seated (sort of phaeton) vehicle. A any rate she rode in state in the back seat and 
was popularly (though sarcastically) known as “Lady Bell”. Had she been a different type 
how well beloved she might have been. Perhaps she was one of those persons who simply 
do not know how to adjust to a new environment. 


| imagine that at first after we went to the Bell Farm everything was quite satisfactory. The 
cottage consisted of a large kitchen, a living room and two bedrooms. After living in one 
room, Mother must have appreciated having more space for her family. The farm furnished 
horses and machinery and paid wages to the men. At first, my parents were able to get 
along nicely on Father’s wages. However, | was not long until Major Bell got into financial 
difficulties and wages were not forthcoming. This would have been bad enough under 
ordinary circumstances, but the winter of 1886-87 Hattie (3 yr. May ’87) was very ill. | have 
heard Mother say the lamp was never out for ten weeks that winter. The trouble was a 
gathering in the left side — so near the heart that that organ was pushed over to the right 
side of the chest. The nearest doctor was in Qu’Appelle. He finally lanced it and the quantity 
of pus that drained from it was almost unbelievable. To the Doctor’s surprise ( he had been 
afraid that she would die during the lancing) Hattie recovered. Of course she had not 
walked for weeks and (PAGE 110) it was weeks more before she began to learn to walk all 
over again. Then we all took bronchitis and of course Hattie took it too. She did not have 
any strength to resist the disease and on May 12, 1887, she passed away. What a dreadfully 
hard time for our parents! On Father’s wages it would have been difficult to get any dainties 
for her. But the wages were not forth coming for the barest necessities of life. | remember 
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the little spray Mother made. To this day wild maiden hair fern and lily-of-the-valley remind 
me of the spray Mother arranged that day. 


In a house with five children, one a small baby, and another a very ill little 2-year old, there 
was certainly an opportunity to show kindness. However, likely Mrs. Bell never thought of it. 
Under the circumstances she must have known about Hattie’s long, long illness. The day 
after Hattie died Mrs. Bell called and offered to do anything she could. My mother replied: 
“Thank you, Mrs. Bell, but she doesn’t need anything now.” 


| do not remember so much of what took place during my early childhood as many others do 
regarding their earlier years. However, here and there incidents seem to be tucked away in 
my memory. One of these was in connection with the morning when my brother was born. 
The night before, Annie had been sent to spend the with a friend (Reason quite obvious 
now). Grandma Boyd (everyone spoke of her so) had been called, and in the morning we 
were introduced to our new baby brother. Of course, Annie would go directly to school from 
where she had spent the night. | remember the excitement when Sadie left for school. 
Somehow we had no way of contacting Annie before school. (Perhaps we were late, as 
naturally (PAGE 11) things would be a bit disorganized at home that morning). At any rate, | 
remember how slow the time went, and | was fairly bursting to tell Annie the wonderful 
news, which had o wait for recess. 


The new baby was named William Andrew (Willie). Father and Mother (Papa and Mama we 
called them then). Father and Mother each had a brother, William, and Father’s youngest 
brother was Andrew. What a good baby he was! | do not remember much about him as a 
baby, of course, but | know we all adored him. | have heard Mother say that with Hattie’s 
long illness, she did not know how she could have managed only that Willie was such a good 
baby. 


By this time a Presbyterian church has been built. It was a stupendous financial venture for 
so small a congregation. !t was a nice little brick building capable of seating 200 or more. 
The church debt hung over the heads of the members year after year. In fact by the time the 
property was clear of debt, it was bursting at the seams and a new church was necessary. 
The new Presbyterian Church was opened in 1906. It is still doing yeoman duty for the 
United Church of Canada.” Later handwritten note at top of page 11: “The Bell Cottage 
that Dad was born in was the one the people lived in who ran the creamery years ago. Beth.” 


1887 — May 19 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. — Death of Hattie Liggett (on Bell Farm) 


“The four-year-old daughter of Mr. Liggett died on Saturday evening after a lingering illness of six months> She 
was buried on Monday.” 


1887 — May 12 —June 10, foo — Diary of Sir John Lister-Kaye — proposed amalgamation of the Bell Farm with the 
Alberta & Assiniboia Land & Coal Co. — [transcripts and comments from Hugh Henry, 2018] 


Thursday May 12™ 
See Brydges about Bell Farm, Canada Co., is a successful Land Co. 


Saturday May 14" 
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To see Brydges 103 Leadenhall St. about Bell Farm — draw scheme of Amalgamation. 


Sunday May 15"" 
Write out amalgamation scheme of Bell Farm & Alberta & Assiniboia Land & Coal Co. 


[Alberta, etc. Co. did not exist; was Lister Kaye ‘scheme’.] 


Monday May 16™ 
See Brydges & leave amalgamation scheme with him, ... agrees to my scheme. | send papers off 
to Thomas to print. 


Tuesday May 17" 
Get Amalgamation scheme papers printed clear by evening, send off to various people. 


Wednesday May 18" 
See Renshaw & Brydges about Scheme. Luncheon with Sir G. Warrender, ... then to Sir G. 
about Am. Scot. Inv. Co. who hold L30,000 of Bell Farm Debentures. 


Saturday May 21° 
See Davies Cooke, arrange completed plan of Prospectus showing amalgamation of Bell Farm & 
Alberta & Assiniboia Co’s interests. 


Monday May 23” 
Meeting at 2.0c at Can. Gov. Offices — Mr. Sanford Fleming, Brydges, Renshaw — talk over 
scheme. To see Thomas about the printed Prospectus, get it at 5.15. 


Wednesday May 25™ 
...to see Mr. Sanford Fleming, he approves of my plan drawn up & wishes me to eliminate the 


printed Estimate of concessions value. He will write Sir G. Stephen & Sir D. Smith advocating 
extension of my agreements & suggesting they should consult as to his coming on Board. 
Cooke comes, has seen Mortimer (Broker) makes suggestions for Prospectus. 


Thursday May 26" 

See Brydges ask him to write to Mr. Sanford Fleming to suggest that a Director of Bk of Montreal 
should come on Board so as to make three in Canada & three in England | to make the quorum 
of four in whichever country | am. He approves and writes. 

See Roger Mortimer at 4.30 — with Cooke, discuss various schemes of financing scheme. 


Friday May 27" 
To Can. Gov. Offices at 12. Mr. S. Fleming, Sir J. Heron Maxwell, Brydges & self — discuss scheme. 


Mr. S. Fleming approves plan of Director Bk of Montreal coming on Board & will himself write to 
Montreal suggesting it, he has written already to Sir D. Smith & Sir G. Stephen enclosing 
Prospectus of Amalgamation of Bell Farm & A. & A. Land & Coal Co. asking approval & necessary 
extension. [Extension refers to Lister Kaye application to CPR and Fed. Gov’t for land.] 


Saturday May 28" 
“Finish and send off registered letter to Sir G. Stephen, Sir D. Smith and Hon. T. White Minister 


of Interior, Ottawa — enclosing amalgamation scheme of Bell Farms & A. & A. Land & Coal Co. — 
[Assiniboia & Alberta Land & Coal Co.] asking approval and extension necessary to complete.” 


Thursday June 2" 
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See Frith and then Coates 99 Gresham St — bought out Man. Nor. West Bonds & Man. Loan - 
long talk with Sir John Maxwell there — Frith at 3 oc — they all want to cut out Bell Farm but it 
won't do. 


Friday June 3 
Renshaw at 12 - he does not like shares & does not like cutting out Bell Farm. | go to Frith, clever 


man, | suggest method of dealing with Bell Farm on basis of value of the other prospectus, we 
draw up plan — International Financial Society may be useful for scheme. 


Saturday June 4" 
Meet Sir J.H. Maxwell at Renshaw, long talk. Sir J.H.M. decides to come on Board. | see Firth 


again, | beg(?) discussion have arrived at proper basis for dealing with Bell Farm property. 


Sunday June 5" 
... write two letters to Brydges about delaying with Bell Farm. 


Tuesday June 7™ 
[Arrive Edinburgh 4.55 a.m.] Brydges arrives 12.30 — We go to see Menzies in afternoon — about 


the Scottish American Investment Co. — accepting L30,000 in the New Co’s [Assiniboia & Alberta 
?] Debentures in lieu of the Bell Farm Co’s Debts — Do not seem much inclined — See Sir G. 
Warrender he rather more inclined. 


Wednesday June 8" 
Board of S. A. |. Co.[Scottish American Investment Co.] at 12 —they will not have it — Propose 


L10,000 cash & L20,000 debentures — See Menzies at 4. oc — no go — but they will accept 
L25,000 cash for the L30,000 Deb. — | tell him he must place some for us, he will see — See 
Cowan he will see Menzies. 


Thursday June 9" 
To see Menzies propose that Company [Assiniboia & Alberta ?] shall give L35,000 cash and 


L16,000 Debentures for the Bell Farm property, no particular arrangement with no particular 
interest that shall be left to the Scottish Am. Investment Co. to arrange — He agrees and will co- 
operate with Bell & Cowan in placing Debentures — | see latter, they give me letter to Nathaniel 
Speers 101 St. Vincent St. Glasgow, on whose advice they depend. 


Friday June 10" 
Go to Glasgow, see N. Speers, talk over scheme for four hours, he draws up finance plan, & will 


co-operate with Scottish American Investment Co. - & Bell & Cowan in placing Debentures. 


NOTE from Hugh Henry : Lister Kaye goes back to London. Over succeeding ten weeks of diary 
entries, references are made to shares, debentures, financing, investors and underwriting, but 
the Bell Farm is not mentioned, specifically, so it is not clear whether they relate to the Bell Farm 
or Lister Kaye’s Balgonie Co. (farm he has initiated already), or formation of the proposed 
Alberta and Assiniboia Land & Coal Co., or other. It is clear he is having great difficulty in 
enlisting backers. 


1887 — May 26 - Qu’Appelle Vidette , foo — Mrs. Bell stays at the Qu’Appelle Valley Hotel, Fort Qu’Appelle. 


“The following are among the arrivals at the Qu’Appelle Valley Hotel this week: ... Mrs. Bell, W.R. Robertson, 
Indian Head; ...” (Frank: | presume this is Major Bell’s wife, as both she and Mr. Robertson as listed as being 
Indian Head residents.) 
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1887 — May 26 - Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 2 — Rev. Trotter to promote Prof. Tanner’s Immigration Schemes 


p. 2: “Rev. Cannot Trotter, of Alwick, England, paid this town a visit last week in the interest of the Church of 
England Emigration Society. He brought out a party of 88 who were located at different points in Manitoba. 
Canon Trotter was much taken up with the town and surrounding country, and will assist Prof. Tanner’s 


immigration schemes.” 
ALSO: 


1887 — May 26 - Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 2 — Bell hosts party for CPR statin agent Kammerer 


+ @- <—® -o -—__-_—_-—__—_ 


INDIAN MEAD. 


A most enjoyable evening was 
spent here on Tuesday when 2 large 
number of his frieuds 11 the district 
metin the Commercial ILotel to 
entertain Mr, J. A. Kammerer, our 
worthy C. 1’. It. Station Agent, to it 
farewell supper. The chair was 
taken by Major W. k. ell, who 
was ably supported by R. Crawford 
Msy., M,N. W. C. as croupier, 
After the usual patriotic toasts had 
been disposed of, the chairman in 
very felicitous terms proposed the 
health of “Our guest,” and in doing 
so paid a deservedly high tribute to 
the unfailing courtesy and attention 
which had characterised him in tho 
perfornmuee of his responsible duties, 
whilu wishing him further success 
in his new aphere at Muvose Jaw. 
Mr, Kammerer feclingly replied: in 
a brief but happy speech, thanking 
his tnany friends for the pleasant 
years ;passed among them. The 
“Send off,” was enlivened by recita- 
tions and songs from many present 
aud a most interesting evening was 
sport till the company separated in 
the “Sme’ hours,” by singing “Auld 
Lang Syue.” 


| 139 kb 
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1887 — June 7 — Regina Leader — p. 1 — Bell returns from east; 4,500 acres in wheat and oats sown 
“Major Bell returned from the east on Saturday.” 
and 


“The Bell Farm has 4,500 acres of wheat and oats.” 
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1887 — June 9 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , D. 


Indian Head. “Major Bell has returned home from the east. He won his suit against the 
Government for $5,000, balance of transport money.” (Frank: this represents part of Bell’s NW 


Rebellion of 1885 Losses claim) 


“The Major is delighted with the prospects of abundant harvest on the Bell Farm. Things could 


not look better.” 


1887 — June 11 — Edmonton Bulletin, p. 4 — Bell Farm sues Government for 1885 costs 


“The Bell farm company is suing the government on a petition of right for $10 a day for their 


teams during the campaign of ’85.” 


1887 — June 14 — Regina Leader, p. 2 — Bell attends farewell dinner for CPR Agent Kammerer 


| Inpras Heap, June Srd-—The event of 
| Inat week in our growing town. was the, 
very unespected departure from amon | 
‘ua of our genial and much esteemed C. PLR, 
pagent, Mr. ft. A, Karomerer, who has so 
ifaithfully served the best interest of the | 
sublic and company as well, during near 
fy four years. Mr. Kammerer raving | 
| been promuted ty the very important | 
position of Train Despateher under the 
new arrangements, with headquarters at | 
Moose Jaw. A banquet was held at the, 
| Commercial Hotel on the evening of the 
(Mth in honor of our esteemed friend, 
Some thirty of the most prominent citizens 
passed a very enjoyable evening. oe 
| those present were Major Bell, of the Bel 
Farm, and Robt. Crawford, Eay., M.N.- 
)W.C., the former being chairman, Both, 
Mr. and Mrs, Kamamerer shall long live in 
the regards of the people and are followed 
| by the best wishes of the whole community. 
Fortunately, Mr. Kammerer's place has 
been filled by Mr. ©. T. Lewis, of Pense, 
formerly of the Intercolonial Kail way, 
who comes among us strongly recommend- 
ed as an efficient officer, a young man who 
has been promoted on his merits, and 
| takes hold of the responsible position with 
a strong hand. 


----——- _ ——— 


; 
| 


1887 — June 16- Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 


“Mr. HJ Eberts, formerly of Indian Head, but now of Winnipeg, was in town yesterday.” 


1887 — June 18 — Edmonton Bulletin, p. 4 — Rebellion Losses Claim for Bell and Sinclair 
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“The Bell farm and Sinclair have secured judgement against the government in the courts for 
their rebellion claims. Sinclair’s claim was $7,000 and was rejected by Commissioner Jackson.” 


1887 — 18 June — Knox College Monthly and Presbyterian Record — August, 1887 p. 221 & 244 — left Wpg Friday, June 17, 


1887 for tour to West Coast — Indian Head on June 18 - report by Rev. R.D. Fraser on use of telephone on Bell 
Farm 


P. 221 - “The beautiful Qu’Appelle district has been entered in the early hours of the morning. . 
....Indian Head stands with the edge of the great Bell Farm, said to contain 53,387 acres. It is 
vert fine to look upon, as | found by a visit to it on my return. It is a grand idea, too, to work a 
farm by telephone and the idea seems to be tolerably well carried out, but how a few head- 
men, on good pay, and the great bulk of the assistants engaged merely for the season and then 
dispensed with, is to be to the benefit of the locality or the country at large is a problem which | 
cannot solve..... 


P. 244 - 


Making an early start on Friday, the committee journeyed 
southward to Indian Head en route for the Assiniboine reserve. 
On our way we saw the celebrated “Bell Farm.” We drove 
through and around five thousand acres of wheat in one block. 
Should these broad lands fulfil their present promise, there will 
be a grand sight when the forty self-binders, which they purpose 
employing, are set to work. At the “ Farm” we had a kind 
reception and a change of horses. Major Bell, of the “ Farm,” 
and Mr. Robertson, of Indian Head accompanied us. The 
settlement which we visited was that of Man-who-took-the-coat. 
His classic name has faded from our memory; we have given 
the interpretation, and by it he is very generally known. Mr. 
McLean is the teacher of the school among the Indians 
here. Thege being Sioux, we found them, like their kindred in 
the settlement visited on the north of the Qu’Appelle, more 
advanced in the pursuits of agriculture and in general habits 
of industry than any of the other Indians that we had previously 
seen. A loaf brought to the door of one of the little cottages 
at the request of one of our company might have been set 
without disparaging remark on any table in Ontario. A large 
field of wheat, cultivated and owned by one of the Indians, 
was not surpassed by any that we saw, even in the rich and 
fertile country about Portage la Prairie. We were glad to learn 
that the people of this tribe are becoming, with their greater 
prosperity and thrift, more and more domestic in their habits 
and more disposed to give themselves to the care of their fields 
and cattle. We cherish the hope that they will soon know and 
prize the blessing of the Lord which “maketh rich.” In the 


" io | = 


1887 — June — Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
234 June 22, | Rev. John J. Pickering, Possibly part of the Presbyterian delegates tour to their missions 
Ontario 
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1887 Cameron, .... in the Regina — Indian Head region. 


1887 — 25 June — Excerpt from Sir John Lister-Kaye Diary 


Saturday June 25" 
See Brydges at 10.30 — Leman & Praeds about Balgonie L1200 but cannot arrange it. 


Note from Hugh Henry: No further mention of Brydges. 


1887 — June 27 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Major Bell in Winnipeg 
“Major Bell, of Indian Head, is in the city.” 


1887 — June 30— Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.__ 


Indian Head. “The ministerial delegates appointed by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church to inspect the various Indian reservations adjacent to the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, east of Regina, reached this point on their tour of inspection, 
accompanied by Haytor Read, Asst. Indian Commissioner, on Friday morning, coming via 
Fort Qu’Appelle. After doing the Bell Farm they started immediately for the Assiniboine 
reserve. The following citizens accompanied them from Indian Head: Major Bell... “ 


“The Bell Farm has about one hundred horse plowing. Their 4,500 acres of crop looks 
immense.” *** 


1887 — June 30 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.__ 
Indian Head. “Major Bell is in town.” 


“The Bell Farm, under the able management of the Major, has been fairly pushing 
things, in matters of shipment.” 


“The grain shipments from this point have already assumed much larger proportions 
than any previous year in the history of this town. About 70,000 bushels of fine wheat 
has already been handled by the CPR.” 


1887 — July 5 — Regina Leader, eal — Presbyterian delegates visit the Bell Farm and Assiniboine reserve 


“The Indians — Crops — Masons: (from our correspondent) Indian Head, June 28 — The 
delegates appointed by the Presbyterian Assembly to visit the Indian reserves, reached 
here from Fort Qu’Appelle, accompanied by Hayter Reed, Esq., on Friday forenoon. 
After taking in the Bell Farm they left for Assiniboine reserve, accompanied by the 
following citizens from here: Major Bell, W. Robertson, P.M. Dunlop and C.T. Lewis. 
The drive of twenty miles to the reserve was very exhilarating. All the party seemed 
delighted with the appearance of the country. The delegates made a thorough 
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inspection of the conditions of the Indians and this reserve under instructor Mr. W.S. 
Grant, held a long interview with Chief Jack, which was very satisfactory; he seems a 
most humane and intelligent chief. Expressed sympathy with the work of education, 
but raised objections to any coercive measures being used with the Indian children. 
The delegates seemed more than pleased with the evidence of progress that are 
everywhere apparent. 


Crops are simply magnificent. Your correspondent notice one forty-five acre field of 
whet over twenty inches high. Altogether there are 230 acres of crops growing on this 
reserve and the Indians are pushing preparations for another year’s crop. The 
delegates are fully convinced that the state of our Indians has ben greatly 
misrepresented by unreliable writing. 


Our new school house is in course of completion. Mr. Cown is pushing the work.” 
Later: “Major Bell left for Winnipeg on Saturday.” 


1887 — July 12 — Winnipeg Free Press, p._ — Major Bell in Winnipeg (as reported on July 12, 1907, p. 1 — 
20 Years Ago Today) 


“Major Bell, of Indian Head, is in the city.” 
1887 — July 15 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 -— Major Bell at Winnipeg’s Queen’s Hotel 
“Among those at the Queen’s are -.... Major Bell, Indian Head..... = 


1887 — July 21 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Good crops on the Bell Farm — but need rain 


“INDIAN HEAD, N.W.T. July 19 - .... The country is greatly in need of more rain. But few days 
excessive heat has injured our bright prospects. A refreshing shower last night cheered the face 
of nature, still the fields are thirsty. 


Your correspondent visited the Bell farm today and found the Major in good spirits, he had just 
returned from examining his 4,000 acres and assured us most of this immense wheat field was 
in fine shape, although much in need of rain. 


WELCOME RAINS 


INDIAN HEAD, July 20 — This section of the country was visited with a refreshing shower of rain 
this afternoon which was much needed, this will make the crop safe.” 


1887 — July 26 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Major Bell at Queen’s Hotel, Winnipeg 
“The following are registered at the Queens:..... and Major Bell, Indian Head.” 


1887 — July — Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
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235 July 7, Mabel Lake “Winmarleigh”, Saskatchewan — probably related to Richard Lake, later Lieut. Gov. 

1887 Grenfell of Saskatchewan (see also # 251-253) Mabel Lake was Richard 

Lake’s sister. See Grenfell local history p 93 
236 - Henrietta A. Emerson, 
Phillips Manitoba 
237 Gordon D. Legg Jamestown, United States 
Dakota 

238 W.C. Cameron Edgeley Farm Saskatchewan Hmmm, according to my information (gathered 


from Bruce Farrar, Vernon Church historian, whose great great 
something or other established Vernon Church with Emily 
Cameron) William C. Cameron was the manager of Edgeley Farm 
(see Sykes above). His wife was Emily. Bruce thinks that the M is 
probably his version of a W, and therefore are one and the same. 


1887 - July - The Queen’s Highway From Ocean to Ocean, by Stuart C. Cumberland, p. 185-186 — Indians 
helped with Bell Farm harvest in 1886. Toured Bell Farm with Major Bell and H.J. Eberts. 


“A good number of Indians frequent Regina for the purpose of barter, but most of them 
loaf about the place in order to see what they can pick up. There is not much work in the 
‘noble red man,’ although the younger generation are showing a disposition to work in 
the fields; and in the harvesting season many of them are employed on the Bell Farm.” 


1887 — 24 Aug. — Manitoba Free Press — Baird and Carruthers visit Winnipeg and points west, including the Bell Farm 


“Several of the great grain merchants of Eastern Canada are visiting the city [Winnipeg] at present, attracted no 


doubt by the fame of Manitoba’s harvest. The following are staying at the Queen’s Hotel [Winnipeg]. Mr. 
Baird, of Crane & Baird, Toronto and Montreal, Mr. Tilly, of W.P. Howland & Co., Toronto; and Mr. Carruthers, 


of Carruthers & Norris, Toronto and Montrea 


|.” 


1887 — Aug. 25 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Major Bell visits Winnipeg; excellent crops 


“Personal - Major Bell, of Indian Head, is in the city.” 


“Rev. Mr. Robertson says the crops are very fine 


beddowe In the Northwest Territories the crop is 


not so good, although the average yield of wheat will be between 15 and 20 bushels. On some 


parts of the Bell Farm, in the neighbourhood of Qu’Appelle, Whitewood and other points the 


crop is exceptionally fine. 


1887 — 30 Aug. Manitoba Free Press — Baird and Carruthers at Bell Farm on Aug. 27 
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VISITING WILEAT BUYERS, 


Thoy did not See a Poor Orop of Wheat— 
A Mugnificent Harvest. 


Mr. Baird and Mr. Carruthers, both 
large wheat buyeis in Ontario, have boon 
apending the last weck In visiting the 
Province. Repoits of our maguilcent 
wheat crop had reached thom even in 
Toronto, aud they determined to lake ad- 
vantage of the holiday season before the 
fall trade began and seoat wilh them own 
eyes. They accordingly came, saw and 
were conquered, and left for home last 
night great believers in Manitoba as Lhe 
great wheal country of the world. 

They went west os faras Indian Hend 
Cai berry, Brandon, Minnedosa, and Rapid 
City diatricta were also visited. Speak- 
Ing yesterday of Lheir ip they saul they 
never saw such ciopsin al) thet exper- 
ence. Atsome places theo wore niles 
and miles of aim, of (he best quality 
They did not see any poor gram 
duiing their Giip, it was all of a uniformly 
goo hind and would wiade high. 
the yreld they were confident that jt 
would ayelage ovcr twent 
the acre in all the districts included in 
their travels. 
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They visited the Bell farm, which has 
five thousand acies in crop this year The 
wheat on Lhis farin appeared Lo be quite 
equal to that In Manitoba both in quality 
and yield. The immense harvest on this 
farm will be completed next weck. To 
cover so large an area an army of men a6 
engaged, 

They say that Manitoba has beaten On- 
tanio out of sight this season. The “pre 
muer province’ has to take a back seat so 
far us wheat growing isconce:ned, The 
spring wheal crop 1s nimost a failure, 
while the full wheat crop wil! average six- 
teen bushels to the acre. The yeld of 
oats, however, had been heavy, but the 
farmers would make very little profit on 
them this jear, as the magniccent oat 
crops jn Kussia had led to keen competi- 
tion fiom that quarte:. As yet the firms 
represented by these gentlemen have con- 
fined Lhe operations to Ontario, but they 
ene tg extend them to the Northwest 
this fall, 

EO __ 


(270 kb) 


(Note: later on Major Bell did enter into business with Carruthers, as witnessed by the 1888/89 law suit filed by 


(222 kb) 


the Major against Norris and Carruthers in the Supreme Court of the North-West Territories: 137/88.) 


1887 — August — Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
240 August Ernest Ingersoll, Montreal Quebec Ingersoll worked for the CPR in 1887-88 
17,1887 | Editor of 
Publications 


NoEntry | NoEntry = | No Entry 


242 August James Carruthers | Toronto, Ontario | Carruthers began his career in the grain export firm owned by H.N. 
27, 1887 Baird; grain merchant from Montreal and Toronto 

243 August H.N. Baird Toronto, Ontario | Grain merchant from Montreal and Toronto 
27, 1887 

244 W.M. Scarth Winnipeg Manitoba This might be Wm Scarth, one of the trustees of the 


Canada North-west Land Company, which sold CPR land. Don’t 
know when it was incorporated. As a trustee, he was listed as 
living in Ottawa. 
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245 August G.C. Alexander Reigati, Surrey England 

30, 1887 
246 August M.M. Kitto Claring Cross, England — Mabel Mary Kitto 

30, 1887 London 
247a& Professor & Mrs. London, England | Same as #69 & 187 (arrived at Qu’Appelle early ug — Qu’Appelle 
b Tanner Progress, 4 Aug. 1887. 
248 D. Graton, P.P. Regina Saskatchewan — Damian Graton was the Roman Catholic priest at 

St. Mary’s Church, Regina 
249 Edgar Dudley, Charmouth, England 
M.R.A.C. Dorset 


1887 — Sept. 1 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4- Major Bellin Winnipeg 


“Major Bell, of Indian Head, is in the city.” 


1887 — Sept. 1 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1 — Major Bell in Winnipeg, reports on crops 


— 


———— + Oe ie e+ 


INDIAN HEAD. 


Winnipeg Sun. Major Dell, 
manayer of the Bell farm, who las 
been in the city for the past few 
days, left for the west this morning. 
Tn a brief conversation with a re- 
porter he stated that the whole west 
had « magnilicent crop, the best he 
had seen for many years, ‘The fuil- 
ure in past years hal caused grout 
despondeney among the fanuers, 
many being quite disheartened, 
thinking the country was em failure, 
This year, however, theirhoms were 
revived, and they were now in good 
spirits and confident as to the future, 
Speaking of the operations on the 
Vell farim, the Mujor said 5,000 acres 
were under crop this year, of which 
only about 400 acres were oats, Lhe 
balance being wheat, It had all 
been cut but wbout 1,500 acres, and 
he expected that by Tuesday next 
the entire crop would be harvested 
and safe, Jie was confident the 
yield of wheat on the farm would 
average from 22 to 25 bushels to the 
acre, apd that oats .woukl run 40 
bushels to the acre. “He knew of 
no point in the territories whera the 
crop had failed, 


* 
Se ae el 
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1887 — Sept. 15 — Manitoba Free Press , p. 4—- 


“PERSONAL: 
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Major Bell , of Indian Head, arrived last night.” 


1887 — Sept 22 — Field and Stream, p.170 - ref to Rabbit Mountain Silver Mine 


<+——— 
163 kb 
1887 — September — Visitors Register 
Number Date Name Residence Comments 
250 Sept. 9, 1887 | EvaS. Bell Sister to Major W. R. Bell 
251- Sept. 16, Percy G. B. Lake “Winmarleigh Saskatchewan The Grenfell local history makes no mention of P 
1887 Grange”, Grenfell 
252 Richard S. Lake “Winmarleigh Saskatchewan — later became Lieut. Gov. of Saskatchewan (see 
Grange”, Grenfell 
253 Arthur J. Lake “Winmarleigh Saskatchewan Nor Arthur 
Grange”, Grenfell 
254 Sept. 17, H. J. Wilkinson, Major Pall Mall, London England 
1887 General, United 
Service Club 


1887 — Oct. 5 — Winnipeg Free Press report on dairy delegation from eastern Canada to the Indian Head Fair and the Bell 
Farm (identical article in “Eastern Press”) 


“INDIAN HEAD FAIR — Weather Delightful, Attendance Good, and a Fine Display of Exhibits. 
INDIAN HEAD, Oct. 5 - The fourth annual show of the Indian Head and Qu’Appelle Valley 
Agricultural Society was held here today and proved a complete success. The weather was 
delightful, the attendance huge, and the exhibits in every department simply astonished the 
visitors, who freely acknowledged this the best show yet seen in the Territories. There were 
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present press representatives from Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, P.E. Island, Quebec and 
Ontario. Prof. Saunders is also here. A grand banquet was held this evening in honour of our 
guests, Mr. Perley, M.P., and Prof. Saunders were the chief speakers. The press 
representatives and other visitors are now off for a moonlight drive to Qu’Appelle, where 
another show takes place to-morrow.” 


1887 — Oct 5 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 2 — Joseph Glenn’s new house; Major Bell goes East; and crop report 


“INDIAN HEAD, - Oct. 2 —J. Glenn, our livery man, is evidently making money, as he [is] 
building a fine new residence. Mr. Conn has also refitted his residence. Improvements are 
going on everywhere, this speaks well for the town. 


Major Bell went east some days ago as far as Montreal. 


The Bell farm people have been threshing oats; the yield is represented as very satisfactory, 
they have scarcely finished stacking their immense wheat fields. 


Farmers in general have secured all their crops the weather has continued most propitious.” 


1887 — Oct. 11 — The London Times, p. 13 — comment on the Bell Farm 


AMERICAN WHEAT COMPETITION. 
—_— — eo ——*tt—t— 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES. 

Sir,—“ M.L.C.E.,” unhappily for his own side of the 
question, cites the tall talk that was indulged in by 
| the manager of the Great Pell Farm in the Cenadian 
| North-West a few years ago. Major Bell professed to be 
| ble to obtain for the company he represented & per cent. 
profit en growing wheat and selling it in Liverpool at 23. 
| S quarter. As be never bad to accept nearly as lows 
| price, the profit om his showing must have been consider- 
| ably abowe 8 per cent. In that case it is impossible to 
| commend too warmly the disinterestedness of bis com- 
pany, as shown by their great anxiety to dispose of their 
| very profitable business, which they offered to visitors to 
| the Colonial Exhibition among other people. In otber 
words, the Great Rell Farm enterprise, like that of 
nearly every other Bonanza farm on the American 

continent, came to grief. 

“M.LC.E. " alludes to the great resources of Manitobs 
as a wheat-growing country. No doubt the soil is fertile, 
and large quantities of wheat could be produced succese- 
fully in the province if the crop were not liable in about 
two years out of four tobe tm great part destroyed by freote | 
which occur just before it is harvested. This ca 


1887 — Oct. 13 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1 — Bell Farm prizes at Indian Head Agricultural Society show 


[Indian Head Agricultural Society prize list. Bell Farming Co. wins first prize in the Heavy Draught 
Stallion category, and first or second in most of the other horse categories.] 


8 September 2024 


1887 — Oct. 13 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 1 — List of newspapers attendees at Indian Head Agricultural Society show — 
many of whom signed the Bell Farm Visitor’s Register on Oct. 5, 1887. 


ASSIN., OCT. 18, 1887. 


Taken as a whole, the second ex- 
hibition of the Society was a big 
bJadvance. on the first, and if the 
principle of big prizes is adhered to 
with a more extended list, the South 
Qu'Appelle Agricutural “ Society’s 
Shows will soon outshine all rivals. 

In the evening a diriner was given 
by the directors of the Sucicty to 
the Eastern press represcutatives, 
the judges and visitors. Tho large 
room ov the groind floor of the 
iminigration building was hand- 
somely decorated with bunting and 
behind the cliair a grand agricul- 
tural troplry was arranged. On one 
side of the room was the imotto: 
“The Northwest greets the Eastern 
provinces,” and on the other, “ May 
peace and plenty abide around our 
homes." The dinner was prepared 
by Mr. G.S. Davidson, of the Queens, 
and reflected great credit on his su- 
perior management. The President 
of the Society, Mr WS Redpath, 
oceupied the chair and Mr Thos: 
Wright and Mr BS Ross the vice-| 
chairs, LDesides a large number of 
our settlers and citizens, there were 
present : 

Mr W D Perley, MT. i 

Prof. Saunders, of the Central! 
Experimental Farm, Ottawa. ‘ 
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Mr. W. L. Cotton, editor of the 
Examiner, Charlottetown, P. E. I. 

Mr. A. 8, Warburton, sucrotary of 
the Patriot Co,, Charlottetown, P. 
EI ad 


Mr. J. A. Bell, reporter for the 
Chronicle, Halifax, N. &. 

Mr. J. J. Stewart, editor of the 
Herald, Halifax, N. S. 

Mr. W. B. Alley, eclitor and pro- 
prietor of the Colchester Sun, Truro, 
N, 8. we ‘¥. “es tucemteg 
. Mr. H. Troman, an experienced 
farmer, representing the Post, Sack- 
ville, N. B, and the Sun, St. John, 


N. B. ‘ 
Mr. J. D. Wazeu, a barristor, 
stockholdor in‘the Mamtime Farmor, 
Mr. H. B. Mitehall, a practical 
farmer, representing .the Religious 
Intelligencer, Fredericton, N. B. 


Mr. Win. Weld, of the Farmors’ 
Advocate, London, Ont. 

Mr. W. W. Fox, reporter for tho 
Mail,. Toronto. ° 


* The list of prize winners is ap- 
perided: ‘the number after each ar- 
ticle represents the number of en- 
tries in that section : 
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1887 — Oct 18 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 3 — Prairie Fire, Chief Jack, and Crop reports at Bell Farm 


INDIAN HRAD. 


Prairie Fires Raging—Chief Jack Mourns 
the Loss of His Son 


INDIAN Heap, Oct. 15 —Heavy pranie 
fies have beeu raging for some days past 
}} youth of the railwuy, largely among the 
bluily Some hay stacks are reported 
burned. The fire originated near Qu’ Ap- 
pelle. Lhe Bell Farm Company had a $$ 
stable ouroed down one day last week.— 
The silver cup, valued at $100, competed 
for at the agiicultural fair this year was 
won by E. Boon.—Chlef Jack, of the As-}) «— _ 
suitboine reserve, lostason. He died of 
consumption, aged fifteen sears ‘The 
chief is gieatly grieved —A. J. Osment is 
sUill pushing town improvements, grading 
the street to make ready for an additional 
plank sidewalk. Nothing like push — 
Grain is begiuning to move lively. ‘Lon 
cars of wheat left this station during the 
Inst few days.—The Bell Fatim Company +—____ 
expect to be able to ship wheat at the 
rate of tive cars per any. They have laive 
contracts to tul—'LheC. P R. are doing 
well im yslgehe emupty grain cars and 
moving che traille promptly.—Tle British 
Columbia excursion wus well patronized 
from here. 


EO —— 


1887 — Oct. 22 — Winnipeg Free Press, p. 4— Major Bell is in Winnipeg 
“PERSONAL..... Major W.R. Bell, of the Bell Farm, Indian Head, is registered at the Queen’s” 


1887 — October — Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
255 Oct. 5, J. Douglas Hazen Fredericton. N.B. | (See also — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1, Oct. 13, 1887) 
1887 
256 > William W. Fox Toronto, Ont. (See also — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1, Oct. 13, 1887) 
257 “ J.J. Stewart Halifax, N.S. (See also — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1, Oct. 13, 1887) 
258 . Jas. Harris, V.S. Moosomin Saskatchewan — James Harris was a Veterinary Surgeon who came 


from Ottawa and provided horses for the Bell Farm in 1883. He 
also served in the North West Rebellion as veterinarian. He 
moved to Moosomin in 1882. 


259 “ W.D. Perley Wolseley (See also — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1, Oct. 13, 1887) 
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260 “ A.B. Warburton Charlottetown, (See also — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1, Oct. 13, 1887) 
P.E. Island 

261 “ H.B. Mitchell Fredericton, N.B. | (See also — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1, Oct. 13, 1887) 

262 . W.L. Cotton Charlottetown, (See also — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1, Oct. 13, 1887) 
P.E.I. 

263 “ W.H. Lynch Danville, Que. (See also — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1, Oct. 13, 1887) 

264 - W.B. Alley Col. Sun, Truro, (See also — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1, Oct. 13, 1887) 
N.S. 

265 “ J.A. Bell Chronicle, (See also — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1, Oct. 13, 1887) 
Halifax, N.S. 

266 “ Howard Trueman _ | Point de Butte, (See also — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1, Oct. 13, 1887) 
N.B. 

267 = J. K. Kammerer Moose Jaw, NWT | Saskatchewan (J.K. Kammerer was Station Agent at Indian Head at 


least between 1883 and 1885 — ref. letter written by son of H.J. 
Eberts. Ca. 1930 — 1950). Promoted to CPR agent at Moose Jaw by 
1887. (Alternately listed as” J.A”. in some sources: 1912 
Directory of Directors in Canada: J.A. Kemmerer, Huston’s 
Standard Publications, p. 132 , President, Standard Loan Company, 


Toronto.) 
1887 — Supreme Court of the NWT — Law Suits 
SAB Microfiche | District Conflicting Parties Year(s) Comments 
File Box Court / 
Reference | Supreme 
Court of 
NWT 
1180 F14 SCNWT The Bell Farming 1882-1888 
98/87 Company 
Vs. 
T.W. Jackson 
1238 P14 SCNWT A.J. Osment 1887-1889 
125/87 Vs. 
S. Campkin 
1887 — November — Visitors Register 
Number Date Name Residence Comments 
268 Nov. 23 Lawrence Ottawa, Ont. Lawrence Vankoughnet was the Deputy of the Superintendent 


Vankoughnet 


General of Indian Affairs, Ottawa 1874-1893. 
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1887 — Nov 22 - Qu’Appelle Vidette , Dp. — Bell Farm to be split up into smaller farms 


“OTTAWA — Nov. 21 — It is reported on good authority that the Bell Farm is to be divided up an 
sold in small farms, the company being satisfied of the failure of the experiment.” 


1887 — Nov. 24 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 3 - description of the farm and crop report by reporter from the Colchester Sun, 
Truro, N.S. 


“COMMUNICATIONS - INDIAN HEAD - Major Bell isin town....... Shipment is now being 
made of 50,000 bushels of wheat direct to Liverpool, England, via Boston...... The Bell farm, 
under the able management of the Major, has been fairly pushing things, in matters of 
shipment.” 
ce SNS Se ———— 
and seven beam threshers 
Ramble im the Northwest. work and ou fous pleased’ A satin 
In the following from the that among the most active workers in 
Colchester Sum, Truro, N.S., <9 Ne | femeuit Gas sada or ee 
fund @ 10 demas of the ‘ odiana wheat this 
Marts hee ede ttn oy | } |} season will amount to over 
& Indian Head our party were con-| ( | | 190,000 the admirable 
veyed by train « distance of about six... { | = genpehandecees gene, hg -~ Boor 
Won milon, ‘This ride being at wight) | ,| i Si" inucing ech, tenkal xr 
Hume two points, but the country roand wear and tear of , and other 
gingers NTrgee. Shoes Ha { || emsentials the total cost is leas than 
Here we visited the celeb: Bell twenty-five cents, and as a large por- 
Perm which has an area of about tn || pemiht senm n be ae 
“jure miles and coutains 34 4 || pee at nearest 
of and visited the || | fait wargin of profit will does] 
Ldiag ol Indeed it is asserted that the farm will 
Beli pees dnd sor pact Bem this » & result that has not 
the energetic and y Liberte oe achieved since it was 
aa or. One of the {| started five yeareago It is « gigan- 
ved yee ee woth sepiegps, 5" 3p netersacb bathe wen 
one ; ) | | save one. gets a 
frids xe these ee moet | 4 edthiamattanien, tons tes as 
efectual fire breaks and in this wey | 4 || horses on the farm, 25 plows and 
the country |will in time be rid ef|¢ fifty harvesters. It is that at all 
apne Innumeraite stacks of | | reeset: spmeauet tapers 
dot the yurface of tix great farms | 4 enuber ts gutlahly Seabied, Gh Galld. 
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| 
the drouth, the reusons assigned is Mr. George P. Murray, 
for the deticits during those | ete, of Mee D.  baleh 
while dice fe snack 4d adabe ta | | Anaad 0 thie town. We 
great underteking we are decidedly of | || ere Mr. A. . MeLeilan of Pictou 
the opinion that it is not in this way | | “eo i* 


mixed farming on homesteads | | public. It was in this building that 
and of 350 or 400 acre farms, | || we saw one of the best shows of 
where vegetables and other farm products 
He who by the will thrive we have yet visited. w= 
Himeelf can hold or drive. Se ee 
Part 3 74kb Part4 85kb 


1887- Nov. 29 — Regina Leader — p. 1— Bell Farm to be divided and sold 


“It is understood that the Bell Farm is to be divided and sold to homesteaders. Already several 
thousand acres have been so disposed of. Farming on a gigantic scale is found to be a doubtful 
SUCCESS.” 


1887 — Dec. 6 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 2 — Large farms in the Qu’Appelle region -Bell, Sykes, Lister-Kaye, and 
Christ Church Settlement, under Tanner 
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Large Forma in thé Vioinity. 
From a Correspondent, 

Ib way seein to be a form of repetition lo 
describe the Bell Farm, ar it has so many 
tines appeared In Lhe age ly ev) unins 
(hat readers niles avray realize withaut 
dilliculty tie yaxt trae? of land contained 
withiu tum miles square, Llotaling op an 
acreage of BE,0N0 seres, Lue orginal slau af 
the Bell farm, but which at the present 
time iy reduced by paley to over 60,109 
aULEs i Blince of £ untry 
from ta tbe syeil -built 
residence of Mujor Bell, memory carrles 
one back to Lhe country in the neighbor- 
hood of “Anas and Cambria In the Nord 
and Pas du Calias, although the prairie 
Ineks the Jolty chinney atacks of tba 
suyar factories; or the revolving arms of 
the windmills ao common on Lhe Belgian 
frontier, tha number of wheat stucks 
visible, brings to the mind the dor- 
mant wealth that lays in the now 
virgin soll of the Narthwest Territories, 
There can ba no doubt that all the lirge 
farmers hayn been heavily bandicapped 
from thres reasons. Firgrly, the seasons 
hava been eyalnsi Lhem; secondly, the 
Iigh price of tabor when they were frat 
siarted; and thirdly, trusting to the wheat 
crop only for their returns. At the thne 
that the Bell farm was started Govern- 
ment and other pamphlets stated that no- 
thing jess than thicty busliels per acre 
was tlio usual crop, aod this balt was 
held out to European capitalists, somo of 
whow bit, one 1 kuow to the tune of 
seventy-five thousand dollars, and these 
speculators are now siving on the two 
first Christian veritys, faith and hope, and 
let us sinverely hope that the third may 
not be valied into requisition on their bo- 
half, This last season is by far the best Lhe 


Bell fario has had,and the major will have 
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syonte seventy-five thousaud bushela for 
expottalfon besides retaining auflicient 
far seeding aud feeding the large stock of 
horses required for the working of a farm 
ofits size. AL various Limes some thir. 
teen thousand acres have been broken and 
this amounts to a yery largo sum, which 
Eeuglish farmer system of book-keeping 
would be placed ay enpitil under Lhe bead 
ing of cultivation. The Bell Farm has a 
will in connection with a good elayator, 
the mill having a capacity of saventy-dve 
barrels per twenty-four hours. Thera hus 
been also a first-class hotel built on land 
belonging Lo the farm close to tho town, 
Although at present not occupied it only 
requirca the stream of emigration to pulit 
in full workiug order. NAYS 
not the slightest doubt that if 
one-half the capltal on this  fm- 
mense urdertaking lac been placed into 
a goud breeding Hock of sheep tho natural 
return in wool and mutton would have 
considerably assisted the balance sheet, 
Major Bull may be suid to be o thoroughly 
practices] mon iu his system of managing 
the farm. ‘The telephone conveys any 
Glrection to the Gistant cottages. 
A capital circular atabla has been 
erected, and a huge buildluz holds all (ho 
Lega | in u4o on the farm, whilst the 
other buildings, granaries, stablea, cot 
tages, elc,, havo been crected with an iden 
to their permunency, About one hin- 
dred and thirty horses ary kept for carry- 
ing the operstions neudiul in growhig anid, 
harvesting some four or five thousand 
acres. Should war breskout betweon any 
of the European naliona ane the price of 
wheat advance on the cxceedingly low 


price now oblained in tbe = Knglish 
murkels large fortunes would tLe 
realized on the Beil and — similar 


farmaa. Dyory ons Interested in itis 
= em ee ete Moen seckechs APs tne . 
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vonntry cannot hut wish Major Bell every 
yuccoss, Part of the Bell farm nearest bu 
Qu’Appelie Station has been sold ta the 
Christ Chureh settlement, which has been 
sharted by Prof, Tanner, late of Cirences. 
ter Agricultural College. Cirancester, but 
nowin connection with the Depar!ment 
af Agicultare aL the Saath Kenstington 
muscum, J comfortable coltagehas been 
built, to which forty wcres of land lias 
been néaded, These eolrages have eeu 
buitl with an idea of vluctng Fupilsls set. 
tlers on then untll they can suit them- 
selves ophomestends, They pay a rental 
of sixty dollars perarnuom, and et that 
revlal the property will puy six percent. 
te the onnilalists whe have advanced the 
needtul. 

Some seven milea northwest of the 
town at Edyerlcy is the Sykes 
farm, It eomprines some 20,000 uercs 
of CG, P, R. land. Mr. Sykes purchased in 
1883 tha first Kleam plough of John 
Fowler's maka that wss inyported inlo 
Canada, Lhe flvst year aixteen nuadred 
and sixty acres were Svoken by steam,and 
since then most of the cultivation on the 
farm bas been done hy steum, The cont 
of hese engines, added tothe very leavy 
duty charged by tha Canadinn Govern- 
ment, hrought the cost prices to cver 320,- 
000. Mr, Sykes tas a practical and ener- 
gzetic manager in blr. W. C, Cameron. The 
dlatriet in the immediate vicinity of the 
Sykes farin has suffered seve. ely from thie 
drouth. Large sums of money have been 
apent on the Sykes farm and future sac- 
cers is the wish of the Qov'Appelle people, 


+ 
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Another large farm is at Dalgouule, Sir 
Lyster Kaye's. Ger a thonaind acres 
were plunted fast year, Te waa Sir Lyster’s 
intertiou to start ten farms of ten thou- 
sand acres euch on tlie route of the C. P, 
R, west, Sir Lysior has a gentlemusuly 
and practical manager da Mr. Black burne, 

In cenclusiou, ny apiiion in thal. had 
some portion of the capilal invested in 
wheal-growing been jucliciously laid out 
in steck the returns of the large faurins in 
thia district would have been materinlly 
Increased, L. D. L. 

Qn’ Appelle Nov. 30. 


Part 1 172 kb 


Part 2 89 kb 


1887 — Dec. 6 — Regina Leader, p. 1 — Insinger (former Bell Farm employee) 


p. 1- “Mr. R. Insinger leaves by early morning train for Amsterdam.” 


1887 — Dec. 8— Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 1 — Bell Farm shipping grain; Ag. Society elects Bell as president 
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—Larga shipments of grain 
| {have been mace from here for the 
Hel) Farm destined for the enstern 
markets, Good prices fur produce 
hare been realized by the sottlers 


for their splendid crop, 


—The annual gonerul meeting of 
the Indian licad and (Qu’Appelle 
Valley Agricultural society was hold 
here on Saturday and was largly at 
temled by Ue neighboring farmers 
and a fow friends from Qu'Appelie 
station. ‘The treasurer's report shows 
the society to be in n souud finane- 
ia} position, and that sums amount- 
ing to over $700 have by on distribut- 
edin prizes. ‘ho following wore 
duly-eleeted office bearcrs for the 
ensuing year: President, Major 
Bell; Ist vice-president, l'etor For- 
guson ; 2nd vice-president, W. MR, 
Motherwell ; secretary-treasurer, R, 
Crawford ; dircctors, EK. J. Brooks, 
W. Bruley, C. H. Honestee!, W. R. 
Boyd, Ii. Tusinger, W. Kirkland, J, 
Harvy, T. Donnelly, A. T. Mel) 
L. Railton, and T. Skinner! | 95 (p 


— ee 


1887 — Dec. 10 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— Major Bell Elected President of the Indian Head and Qu’Appelle 
Valley Agricultural Society 


1887 — Dec. 12 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— Major Bell at Winnipeg’s Queen’s Hotel 
“PERSONAL — Major Bell of Indian Head, is at the Queen’s.” 
1887 — Dec. 13 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Major Bell leaves Winnipeg for Ottawa 


“At the Grand Union are..... Dr. Allen, of Fort McLeod, W.F. Perley, M.P. of East Assiniboia, 
Captain White of Dunmore, and Major Bell of Indian Head, left for Ottawa yesterday.” 


1887 — Dec. 15 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, pol 


“Indian Head and Qu’Appelle Valley Agricultural Society: . The fourth annual general meeting of the 
Indian Head and Qu’Appelle Valley Agriculture Society was held in the Commercial Hotel on Saturday 
last.,..... “ [Among those present ... Motherwell, Jos. Glenn, Major Bell, Thomas Skinner. .... 
Officers elected for the next year include:] 
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The meeting then proceedel to the 
election of office hearers for the coming 
season, when the foll,»wing unanimous 
a te were made: President, 

| Major W. R. Bell ; Ist Vice- President, 
Peter Fergusson; 2ud Vice-President, 
W. R. Motherwell; Sec'y-Treas., Ro. 
bert Crawford. Directors : C. H. Bone- 
steel, W. R. Boyd, E. J. Brooks, Wm. 
Broley, T. Doonelly, James Harvey, 
R. Insinger, Wm, Kirkland, A.\T. 
Mac'ellan, D Railton and T, Skinner, 
Auditors: Messrs. W. R. Robertson 
and Geo. Thompson. Major was 
then conducted to the president's chair 
and in than the members for plac- 
ing him in the position said 
he would make it hig duty to try and 
follow in the footsteps.of the late pre- 
sident, Mr. Fergusson, who bad proved 
himself to be a hard working director 
and model chairman. 


“ =i! 94 kb 


1887 — Dec. 15 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 2 — Presbyterian Church renovations: pews replace chairs 


“INDIAN HEAD — The Presbyterian church is to be rescated: pews are to take the place 
of chairs now in use. Subscriptions are coming in freely for this purpose.” 


1887 — Dec. 16 — Ottawa Evening Journal, p. 1 — Major & Mrs. Bell en route to New York 


“The Bell Farm — Major Bell, principal owner of the famous Bell farm at Indian Head, is 
in town accompanied by Mrs. Bell. He is on his way to New York to complete 
arrangements for shipping his grain there via Brockville.” 


1887 — Dec. 17 — Ottawa Daily Citizen, p. 4—- Bell in Ottawa en route to New York 


“Major Bell, owner of the Bell farm at Indian Head, is in the city en route to New York, 
to make arrangements for the shipment of his grain via Brockville.” 


1887 — Dec. 17 — Ottawa Daily Citizen, p. 8 -— Major & Mrs. Bell and Robert Crawford in Ottawa 


“HOTEL ARRIVALS: The Russell — Major and Mrs. W.R. Bell, Indian Head, N.W.T. ....... 
Grand Union — Robert Crawford, Indian Head, N.W.T.” 


1887 — Dec. 19 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 3 — Court Case: Qu’Appelle Valley Farming 
Company vs Railton 
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QU’ APPELLE VALLEY PARMING Co. ¥, RAIL- 


TON. 

Appeal from tho decision of Judge 
Ricbardson lu the Ilhch Court of Juscice, 
Regitia District. Thisac'ion was broughs 
in replevin to recover goods seized by the 


defendan cior of the miuniel- 
pality of under a ciastreas 
for taxes. Thoamountclalmcd was $1,409,74, 


though atthotrial the dcfendaut only juati- 
fied for $1.391450. At tho trinta verdict 
was entered for the plaintiffs, Agaiust 
thia the defendant uppealed. 

eudagment tous delivered by Mr. Justice 
Killam. The onus wax upon the defend- 
apt to show a valid axssssmont and iu- 
posilion of taxes and the authority to dia- 
train, le Lurdship revieweR nt some 
length the evidence glven with regard to 
the assesament roll and the notico re- 
guired to be given under Lhe ordinance 
and couciuded by saying: “The whole 
matter of this axse4sment has bean go 
joovely and unsatisfactorily conducted, 
the propriety of the altempt to assess the 
company in respect of portions of these 
Inuds is su doubtfal upon ths evidence, fF, 
that we can nel “iitule <a in heiwg 
obliged to hold that this atieged assess. | 
ment isnot binding upon the piaintiff 
conipany, Tho appeal mast be dismidud 
witncowts, Mr. lowell, QC., for plaim- 
iis; Mr. wart, QU., amd Me, C, P. WH. 
son for defendants. 119 kb 


1887 — Dec. 19 — Qu’Appelle Progress — p. 4 — Major Bell re-elected to Council by acclamation 


“INDIAN HEAD — The nominations for the municipal council were held on Monday. The 
following were nominated and elected by acclamation: Major Bell, E.J. Brooks, W. 
Kirkland, P. Ferguson, Robt. Sanderson, R. Davis, and Jas. Ewart. 


A public meeting was held in the afternoon which was addressed by the retiring 


councillors and those newly elected.” 


1888 — [Sale of part of the Bell Farm to create the federal government’s Dominion Experimental Farm] 


1888 - Agreement between R.B. Angus and the Bell Farm Company — check for details 
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1888 — Annotated Guide for CPR (as reported in Blairmore Enterprise, 12 Jan. 1917, p. 6; and at least four other Alberta 
newspapers: Bellevue Times, Empress Express, Chinook Advance, Bassano Mail, ) 


The Annotated Guide 


c. P. ER. Publication That Keeps a 
Record of the Progress of 
the West 


No publication issued by the Can- 
adian Pacific Railway is better 
| known all over the world than the) 
j"Annotated Guide," describing every | 
station along the line. Issued origin-' 
Lally at the suggestion of Sir William 
fan Horne, it has passed through 
many editions and is now a fair-sized 
book owing to the great increase in 
the extent of the railway system. It 
is interesting to look over the early 
issues to sce how Canada has pro- 
gressed, Im 1888, for instance, Win- 
nipegs had a population of only 25,000, 
Fort William 1,400, Regina #00, Cal- 
gary 2,400, Lake Louise had not been 
discovered, and Vancouver was 
proud of its 5,200. Indian Head was < 
famous for the Bell Farm, of which 
the “Annotated Guide" reimarks: 
“The furrows on this farm are wau- 
ally ploughed four miles long, and to 
ough one furrow outward and an- 
other returning is a half day's work 
for a man and team. The work ts 
done with an almosi military organ- 
izalion, ploughing by brigades and 
reaping by divisions.” ‘Toronto is 
described as “distinctly western in its 
achivity and cnergy.”  ~ 


a 


106 kb 


1888 - Jan 1 — RM of Indian Head Minutes — Major Bell appointed Chairman of the RM Council, and a member of the 
Finance Committee. 
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200 kb 


(Source: Glenbow Archives: Series 4: M-6531-20: Legal Documents: 1887-1890) 


1888 — Jan. 26 — Qu’Appelle Vidette - Major Bell elected Chair of R.M. Council 


“Indian Head. The Major returned from the east on Monday morning, the 16" inst... The new Indian 
Head Municipal Council met on Monday and took the oath of office. Their first business was the 
election of Major Bell to the chair, the appointment of Mr. D. McLane, auditor, and Mr. GP Murray, 
treasurer.” 


1888 — Jan. 26 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 2 — Prof. Tanner’s Report and Major Bell on Municipal Council 


Professor Tanner’s Report: 


8 September 2024 
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Major Bell , chairman of Rural Municipal Council: 
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COUNCIL MINUTES. 

The newly elected council havin; 
met at the Commercial Hotel on 
the 16th inst.. they were called 3to 
order by Clerk Thompson. Hay- 
ing filed the necessary affidavits 
and declarations it was moved that 
Mr. Brooks, as the only old coun- 
ciller at the board and otherwise 
will qualified to take the position 
should take the chair, lut before 
the motion was put Mr. Brooks 
modestly declined on the grounds 
that he believed he could be more 
benitit to the council and to the 
municipality generly by taking 
his place ss councillor. [RRR Ell 
was then accorded the chair unaina- 
inously. 

Having taken the chair he ad- 
dressed a few words to the council 
expressing his thanks for the h OT 
thus conferred on lum, and hoping 
he they body would work 


TTT 


eee 
ee a 


y ais i bony 
unitedly for the year to have the 
ij bu simess of the municipality tran- 
and with the siaal) 
The 


Cony 


: t ENpeuse. 
chaittaan then appointed 

. Kirkland, Fureuson & Brocks 

mniittec to apport the stand- 
mmuttters for the year. The 

oe st fallows 

; Finanee—Messrs Bell, Ferguson 


1i3 
' 
} 1 
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aw TPR Tied a8 


; ’ 
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——————————»-—-_—aiencle At a CCl CALL ALLE 


acted in the best pessible taanner, | 


| 
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1888 — Jan. 29 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p.__ 
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144 kb 


“Indian Head. The Major returned from the east on Monday morning, the 16" inst... 
The new Indian Head Municipal Council met on Monday and took the oath of office. 
Their first business was the election of Major Bell to the chair, the appointment of Mr. 
D. McLane, auditor, and Mr. GP Murray, treasurer.” 


1888 — Feb. 16 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 4 — New Experimental Farm to be at Bell Farm, Indian Head 


“The Government has reached a conclusion in the matter of a site for the Territorial 
experimental farm, and has selected a section on the Bell Farm, on the C.P.R., about a 
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mile from Indian Head. Operations will be begun at once. The Regina people, 
however, expect to get a “branch” of the farm in their city.” 


1888 — Feb. 18 — Edmonton Bulletin, p. 1 — Establishment of the Experimental Farm on Bell Farm lands 


“The government has decided to locate the government experimental farm of the North 
West on the C.P.R., about one mile from Indian Head on the Bell farm. Operations will 
be commenced at once.” 


1888 — Feb. 21 — Montreal Daily Herald, p. 1— Bell in Ottawa to discuss railway development 


“ Major Bell has been to Ottawa in connection with the Inland Manitoba and Western 
Railway project. This involves building a line from Port Arthur to Moosomin, touching at 
Portage La Prairie and Brandon, branching off to Turtle Mountain, connecting with the 
Duluth and iron range and embracing the purchase of the Red River Valley. Assistance 
from the Dominion and Manitoba Governments will be asked. Major Bell believes the 
Dominion Government has decided to offer no further opposition to the Red River 
Valley Railway.” 


1888 — Feb. 22 — Calgary Weekly Herald, p. 3 — Part of Bell Farm to be new Experimental Farm 
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REGINA’S “BRANCH.” 

The idea that anything could be leca- 
ted elsewhere than at Regina has pro- 
duced little surprise outside the mag- 
nificent brick city by the majestic 
Waseana. It seems the government has 
reached « conclusion im tie matter of a 
aite for the Territorial Experimental 
Farm, and has selected a section on the 
Bell Farm, and on the C P. R, 
about a mile from Indian Head 
The Hom. Mr. Garling’s message to the 
astonished Keginans conveying this dire 
intelligence has proved a veritable bomb 
all the more dynamitic as the last in the 
world to dare to make a pretension 
proving an Indian Header. There is 
however, one crumb of consolation in 
the reflection that Regina ie to have « 
“branch”—though the Hon. John Car- 
ling, with that curiosity peculiar to cabi- 
net ministers, has not yet said so. The 
Hen, Mr. Dewdney has not left Rezina 
yet, but ho will, and then comes the great 
awakening. The forecasting of ordinary 
events are of little momout in newspaper 
life but there ia not a shadow of doubt 
that there are more things in Heaven and 
earth then are dreamed of today in the 
present philosophy of the Horatios ot 
the Prairie Capital. a 


1888 — Feb. 23 - Brandon Mail, p. 2— Part of Bell Farm selected for Experimental Farm 


“PROVINCIAL. The Government has selected a section on the Bell Farm, about a mile from 
Indian Head, for the Territorial experimental farm.” 


1888 — March 10 — Edmonton Bulletin, p. 1 - House of Commons debates: Major Bell’s involvement with railways 


“March 2-... Inthe House to-day the petition of the Manitoba North-Western railway to be 
allowed to construct only twenty miles a year was read and received. The time for receiving 
private bills was extended to March an" 


The conference arranged for between the federal and Manitoba governments is exciting 
considerable interest here. The opinion is general that disallowance is at an end. There is no 
talk about Major Bell’s proposed line entering into the discussion at all and it is probable that 
the conference will be limited to the Red River Valley line. .... 


March 7-.... People here think Manitoba an the North-West are bound to have sufficient 
railways as So many people interested in new roads are to be seen around the parliament 
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buildings. Major Bell, Hugh Sutherland, Col. Scobie, and T.W. Jackson are actively looking after 


their respective interests.” 


1888 — March 15— Qu’Appelle Vidette , p. __ 


“Indian Head. . . The Bell Farm is being broken up. Some time ago, the directors sent 
word to discharge all the men employed on the farm and that they would no longer be 
responsible for their wages. The Commercial Bank, which is a large creditor, took action 
and seized the implements, steamers etc. It is likely that the mortgages will split up the 


once-famous place into small farms.” 


MAJOR BELL'S ROAD. 


Mr. McDowall nted a pelition fora 
charter for Major Bell's scheme. The ap- 
plicants for the charter are Phillip McRae, 
W. 8. Bell, James Conmee, R. McLennan, 
Jno. Ilerbert Beatty. They desire to be 
known as the Outario, Manitoba & Wea- 
tern Railway Company, and ask for 
power to conatruct and operate a railway 
from Port Arthur westerly to Winnipeg, 
crosying the narrows of the Laka of the 


1888 — March 17 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Major Bell’s petition in Parliament for a Ontario, Manitoba and 
Western Railway Company charter 


— 


DAY. MARCH 17, 1888. 


Woods and south of the C. P. R., with | 
branch lines westerly from Winnipeg 
through Manitoba and Into the Terrltorica 


+! south of the main line of the C, LP. R, and 


short lines as feeders thoreto, 
with power to cross thé C. P. R, or 
other roady oat Port Arthur, near 
Winnipex and cise where, as may 
bo neceasary to conrect with or acquire 
other roads running south from or be- 
tween points first named; to connect and 
operate telegraph and Lolephone lines; to 
work coal or other mines adjacent and to 
erectand run eaw-mills and lumber fac- 
tories; 
THE TEXAS RANCOE. 


82 kb 
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THE BELL FARM. | 

| 

; Mujor Bell's Statements Disbvelloved— 

Stock for the Northwest Expertmental 
Farm. 

InDras Hrago, NY Mareh 22 —Tho 


atutcimenut made by Bell while th 
Otuawa, that he had employed the teants 


of Mr. Georgo Strevel to do the work of 


the Bell Farm for the year wad that 
operations woulrl be as extensive as here- 
tofure, caused considerable stir and suF- 
prise in town, A late employce of tlic 
fart comping bas weitten toa frlend here 
thet le hay just seen Mr. Steevel wip 
bays Unt the only wvowled ge of such A con- 
tracte sting he gained froin the PreeP ress, 


This scema Pretty sure information and ‘ 


94 kb 


1888 — March 25 — Man. Daily Free Press, p. 2 — George Strevel hired by Bell to operate the Bell Farm 


accords With the opinions of thasya whe 
should know a titile of tho alfairs of the 
courpany, Fo that the contract mentioned 
by Major Bell, appears otly to evrse in tue 
fertile hnagiantion of that gentiems i. Lhe 
sheril?s sale of linplemenis produce and 
houschold furniture takes place here on 
Monday, Zud Apri, nt di o'clock fornoon, 
&& per noticcs now posted up, 

Mr, Mach{ny, superintendent of the ly. 
perimeutal Paiin, iy tow on hia way here 
bringing with bum the lerses, entele, etc, 
for the far, andat fs expecred operations 
Wit he commenced immedintely after bids 
arrivil. 

a ne 
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1888 — March 29 — Victoria Daily Colonist, page 3: 
http://archive.org/stream/dailycolonist18880329uvic/18880329#page/n3/mode/1up/search/indian+head 


“Gone to Smash. The great Bell Farm at Indian Head, N.W.T., is broken up. Some time ago the 
directors sent word to discharge all the men employed on the farm and they would no longer 
be responsible for their wages. The Commercial Bank, which is the large creditor, took action 
and seized the implements, steamers, etc. It is likely that the mortgagees will split up the once 
famous place into small farms.” 


1888 — April 3 — Regina Leader — p. 4 — To Seed 2,000 Acres on leased land 


“The Bell Farm A Winnipeg paper says Major Bell has leased the unsold portion of the Bell 
Farm from the company for this season and will put ina crop. Two thousand acres were 
ploughed last fall and will be seeded so soon as the frost is out.” 


1888 — April 5 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p.1 


“INDIAN HEAD..... The sheriff's sale of the stock and effects of the Bell Farm, which was 
advertised to be held on Monday last, was indefinitely postponed, until it was decided whether 
the sheriff had the legal right to sell under the executions that had been obtained.” 


1888 — April 7 — Edmonton Bulletin, p. 4 — Major Bell leases land 
“Major Bell has leased the unsold portions of the Bell Farm and will put in a crop this spring.” 


1888 — April 26, May 3, 10, 24, 31, June 7, 14, 21, 28, July 5, 12, 19 — Brandon Mail — advertisement for sale of Bell Farm 
agricultural implements by James G. Harvey, a Bell Farm employee since 1885 


TO FARMERS. 


LARGE Qt ANTITY OF AGRIC? LTURAL 
cX IMPLEMENTS is evosllont ander, incled. 
t « Seeders, (ang, Salkw and Walting Plows. 
also epring towth, dise, ackme and diamond t 
Hartews, d ferent «ines, @ pamber of Th ‘ 
iim tere and form: Wagen<. ete. ete. are 


lor Sale at 


The BELL FARM, 


indian Head, N.W.T. 


At restomabie proves 
Avw' te 


JANES G. HARVEY. 
O's the Fara. 43 kb 


-_ - 


1888 — May 9 — Calgary Weekly Herald, p. 6 — Major Bell plants 1000 acres of grain 
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“REGINA - Mr. A.W. Daggs, who has been at Indian Head for some days, says Major Bell put in 
1000 acres of grain last week , and is putting in another thousand.” 


1888 — May 10— Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4 - Bell and Flour Mill 


“Indian Head. ... The Bell Farm Co. have seeded about 2,000 acres this spring. .. . Major 
Bell has been doing some fine shooting lately. His rifle soeaks and down comes the bird. ... 

. Apetition is being circulated for signatures among the ratepayers for presentation to the 
municipal council asking that a bylaw be submitted to a vote of the electors for the purpose 
of granting a bonus to secure the operation of the flouring mill. It will likely be presented to 
the council at the meeting on Saturday.” 


[Bell and nominations for the northwest council, copied. It must be noted that the editor of the Qu’Appelle 
Progress is a raging prohibitionist; a member of the Royal Templars of Temperance. His “Home and Gossip” 
column is liberally sprinkled with “Vote for GS Davidson” and, in the June 28,1888 issue, he reprints the letter 
he had Davidson sign that he would oppose the “license of intoxicating liquors in the territories.” After Davidson 
wins the election, the editor writes a long column about the “soreheads of Indian Head.” ] 


1888 — May 17 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1— Indian Head council — Major Bell — chairman 


“INDIAN HEAD — Council Minutes — The Council met in the Council Room, Indian Head, on May 
12" at 10”45 o'clock. 


Present: W.R. Bell, Chairman; Councillors Sanderson, Ferguson, Davis, Kirkland...... 
1888 — May 31 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1— Bell Farm Hotel is put up for rent 


“The North-West — INDIAN HEAD. The brick hotel is advertised for sale or rent.” (FRANK: this 
would be the Bell Farm hotel.) 


“Tuesday last was the day fixed for holding a convention here for the nomination of a 
candidate to represent South Qu’Appelle in the Northwest Legislature. There were present 
Major Bell, Messrs. P. Ferguson, J. Semple, W. Johnston, W.R. Boyd, Jas. Harvey, E. Williamson, 
and___ McLellan. In some of the wards delegates had not been appointed, owing it was 
claimed to insufficiency of notice. The delegates present decided as all the wards were not 
represented, to adjourn till Saturday next, then to meet at eleven o’clock. 


1888 — 7 June — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1 — Bell and Indian Head Agricultural Society meeting 
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ohe North-West. 


INDIAN HEAD. 


—The municipal council meets 
on Saturday next. 

—Sevex more carloads of wheat 
were ehipped from here last week. 

Messrs, Leslie Gordon, G. H. V, 
Dulyea, J, A, Cowan and James 
Weidman, of Qu’Appelle, were in 
town on Satarday last. 

—Indian Head Masonic Lodge 
gzet on Menday evening last. The 
vilicers for tbe ensuing year were 
elected as ‘fellows: n, Se 


W.M., Colin MeLean, $ Geo, 
Thompson, JW. Dan. ‘ee 
See, and Kh. C reoteed. Treas. 


—On Saturday last the delegates 
from the various wards of the mun- 
ivipality met here at clever o’elock. 
After adjourning for dinner and 


meeting again at 13, there were, 
The | 
ballot was taken with the fol- | 
R. Crawford 7, E. J. ! 
Major. 
The second ballot stood— > 
A motion) 


only 14 delegates present. 
first 
lowing result : 
Brooks 5, PP: 
Bell 1. 
Crawford 8, Braoke 6, 
ty make the nomination unanimous 
would not carry, After considerable 
disenssion the convention dissolved. 


Ferguson 1, 


327 kb 
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A mecting of the agricultural society” 
was then held, after which a meet- 
ing of the electors af the munici- 
pality was held. After discussing 
the advisabilif¥—of nominating 2 
Qu’Appelle man, it was moved thai 
Major Bell be nominated, This was 

carried waanimously. 


—The first general meeting of 
the Indian Head agricultural society. 
since incorporation was held in the. 
school house on Saturday last, for 
the purpose of electing otlicebearers 
under the new-eonstitution, The 
president, Major Bell, occupied the 
chair, The following gentlemen 
were appointed to hold office, viz. S 


resident, Peter Ferguson; Ist Vice 
President, Thos. Skinner; 2nd Vice 


Pres., W. i, Motherwell; Directors, 
“Majer W. BR. Bell, James Harvey, |: 
Ew. R. Boyd, W. Kickland T. Liv | 
— J. Ewart, Wm. ‘Douglas, 
: dest Bonesteel, D. Railton, W. |. 
= ey, FE. J. Brooks A. T. MeLel- | 
lan and H, Wastin? Seeretary-) 
Treasurer, Dan Maclean; Auditor, 
George Thompson. Mr. Searth | 
having most kindly offered the So-_ 


‘elety the choice of ten acres of the 


townsite ata nominal rental, it was. 
unanitnously agreed to aecept his. 
offer, and a very suitable place has. 
now been chosen whereon to erect: 
show buildings properly fenced in. 
‘The meeting was very largely at- | 
tended, and the prospects for this 

| year’ 3 exhibitiofi are excellent. 


347 kb 


1888 — June 7 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 2 — Bell vs Davidson in upcoming South Qu’Appelle election. 
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THIS OR THAT, 
The present aspect of the election 
contest in South Qu’ Appelle seems 
to indicate au inability on the part 
of the clectorate as a lowly to arise 
above sectionalism. First a meeting 
was held in this municipality for the 
purpose of uniting on a candidate. 
A$ decision was arrived at, but the 
ugion apparently effects | was not 
cordial. The disaffected looked to 
the east for further developments. 
Spurred on by the example of the 
west, the residents of Indien Head 
municipality hold several meetings 
and in convention ate unable to 
agree. Failing to nominate a man 
from their own municipality, at a) 
subsequent mectinz the advisibility | 
of nominating a western man was) 
proposed, but mas nol received with 
very much faver, and SE BED 
was then put into the field. Before | 
this fina) decision was arrived at 
there was a hope that a sufficient 
oumber of the electors of both the 
east and west might be imduced wu 
risa above sectional feeling and 
gelect a man with a view of pro- 
moting the common welfare of the 
electoral district as a whole. The 
action of the eastern people has dis- 
peiled that hope, and we now find 
the east arrayed against the West. 
It is not a question of Prohibition 
or license or any other well defined 


princints of nublic raliew, hat which 
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SEE 
' of the two municipalities is numeri- 
eally the greater. This is really an 
undesirable state of affairs, but it 
is apparently unavoidable. The 
‘posters calling the meeting at Qu’- 
‘Appelle were so worded as to in- 
clude the whole electoral district, 
and there were a few present from 
the Indian Head municipality, but 
as a whole the east refused to act 
with those of the west. There is 
nothing, therefore, for the west to do 
but to concentrate their forces upon 
their candididate as they appear to 
be doing in the east. This munici- 


— 


-pality. has the advantage in every 
way. 


It is numerically stronger 
and Mr. G. 8. Davidson is a much 
more desirable candidate than Major 
Bal Mr. Davidson is an energetic 
public spirited citizen, who, if 
elected, will undoubtedly exert him- 
self for the benefit of the electoral 
district. Majo? Béll is an energetic 
citizen also, but the general opinion 
is that he would exert himself more 
for his own personal benefit than 
that of the district. It is the duty 
of the electors to choose between 
the two, Mr, Davidson's supporters 
should organize themselves, and 
he throughly prepared to poll every 
possible vote. It will not be wise 
to be over confident. Every vote 
counts, 


1888 — 7 June — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4 — Bell and upcoming election 
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“HOME & GOSSIP — Qu’Appelle - The latest reports from Indian Head go to show that the 
eastern electors are uniting almost to a man on Major Bell. They care not apparently for the 
character of the man they vote for, but are determined that an Indian Head man shall be 
elected if possible. They are already working hard to rally their forces around their man, and 
promise visions of court house, county town, etc. Let Qu’Appelle people take a leaf out of their 
book.” 


1888 — June 7 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4— Letter by Asa M. McLane to the Editor about Bell Farm taxes 


TF 


r /19-14, and §, 4, 24-19-14, These 
C orresponde nee, the Bell Farming Company admit 


ete ownership of and appropiate ‘them 
Te the Editer of The Progress, to their own use and benefit. The 
Sin. At the convention held at| | taxes recorded in the books of the 
Indian Head, on Saturday, June 2nd, | | municipality of South Qu’Appelle 
for the puipose of bringing out a| | for the past four years against these 
‘man from the eastern portion of the | | lande amount to o total of $435.65 
district, to represent them at the | | of which amount not one dollar has 
coming election, Major Bell was | | been paid. The Company not hav- | 
chosen as the standard bearer, there. | | ing avy chattels upon the lands, are 
by placing him before the electors of | | placed in the happy position of be- | 
ithe district as a candidate for the | |img able to defy the collection of | 
Northwest Assembly, Therefore it | | these taxes by the usual method of 
will not be out of placeto refertesome | | Seizure and sale. And while the 
matters that affect the resident ratee | | municipal ordinances of the Tervi- 
pavers throughout the district in| | tories provides that taxes are a debt 
conpection with Major Rell and the | | due the municipality as well as a 
company he has or does represent, | | lien upon the land and may be col- 
and consider whether it would be | | lected through the courts in the or- 
advisable to elect a man holding | |dinary way, still a difficulty arises | 
the position and interest in anv | |in the shape of gigantic chattel 
land company that Major Pei] | | mortgages on stock, crops and furni- 
does, to the Northwest Assembly, to | | ture, 30 that if recovery of these | 
frame and enact the ordinances un-| | taxes were attempted through the! 
der which our institutions aze erect-| | courts the probability is that the 
ed and conducted. municipality would have to contend 
A portion of the B@ll BMHj is sit-| | witha company that really does 
uate inthe Municipality of South| | not represent anything except | 
(ju’Appelle, viz, Section 1-18-14,) | these sections of land for which they 
j P2 US 14, 24-18-14, 12-19-14, 15- = not pay the taxes charged against | 
them. 


| 
il 
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Although provision is made in the | 
Northwest ordinance for the sale of | 
lands for taxes, there has not been a! 
sale of land fortaxesas yet; why there 
has not been nobody seems to know. 
The result is that the resident set. | 
ler who has chattels in his posses- | 
sion within the municipality and, 
upon the lands assessed, has had) 
and will still have to pony up the | 
taxes for municipal improvements | 
and educational purposes while the | 
companies lands are being equally | 
advanedd in value with the land of | 
the residents, in consequenee 
of said improvements, until such 
times as the members of the North- 
west Assembly enact such laws and 
bring about such changes and pro- 
visions as will force all lands in ar- 
rears for taxes held by cither land 
companies, non-residents, or specu- 
latprs, upon the market to satisfy 
taxes justly recorded against them. 
These necessary changes will be a 
long time coming about if we send 
men like Major Bell or any other 
man whose direct interest it is my 
leave these matters still as they are. | 


This is only one instance, there are | 
other Jand companies and land holde 
ers ina similar position in both | 
municipalities in this electoral dis- 
trict. There are recorded in the 
sheriffs office taxes due the muni- 
cipality of South Qu’Appelle to the 
amount of $9093.48, the BE Baill 
\taxes being a part of the same, and 
there must also be a large sum due 
the Indian Head municipality, The 
, benefitsthat must acrue to nonerate- 
_payersas wellastoratepayersthrough 
out the entire district from an equit- 
able rate being collected upon all land 
entitled to pay the same, must be 
apparent to all. As it will reduce 
the rates required and also furnish 
money for local improvements there- 
by helping the pioneer settler to 
struggle through the hardships in- 
‘eidental to all new countries, 
| With all respect for Major Bell's 
iability and apologizing for the length 
forthe length of this letter | am 
‘yours respectively, 
Asa M, MeLansr. 
(u'Appelle, June 4, 1888. 
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1888 — June 21 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1 — Sarcastic 
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assessment of Major Bell and his ventures 
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1888 — June 21 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 2 — Bell vs Davidson on Prohibition Law 


“NOTES AND COMMENTS - The Prohibitionist has a choice between Major Bell and Mr. G.S. 
Davidson. While neither of them is a total abstainer, still Mr. Davidson favours retaining the 
present law until changed by a vote of the people, and Major Bell advocates a beer licence. 
Mr. Davidson’s declarations on the platform are more in accordance with the views of the 
Prohibitionist than are those of Major Bell.” 


1888 — 21 June — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4 — Bell and Davidson Nomination for the upcoming election 
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‘2-0 -——-—- 
THE NOMINATION, 


Yesterday at twelve o'clock Mr. 
G. B. Murphy, returning officer, 
and Mr. A, C. Paterson, election 
clerk, took possession of McLane’s 
Hall and sat, round till two o'clock 
waiting for nominations. To vary 
the monotony Majét Bé@ll and 
a few of his friends tried to induce 

teturning Officer Murphy to ar- 
range the polling places more 
freely so as to distribute mort Gov- 
ernment money, but Mr. Murphy | 
was incxorable, being a firm believer 
in economy. At six minutes to 
two Mr. McLane handed in the | 
nomination paper of Mr. G. §, | 
Davidson, and Mr. Williamson gave | 
in that of Major Bell. sy this , 
time the hall was fuk Yad it Was, 
announced that Mr. B“- er had con- 
sented to allow a pubi. “og to! 
be held in the immigran$ omlding, 
to which place the crowd at once 
repaired. 

When the gathering had seitled | 
down Mr. T. T. Thomson was called | 
to the chair. The meeting was ad- | 
dressed by the two eandidates and | 
Messrs, Williamson, Gordon, Ed- | 
munds, Swift, Strong, McLane and | 
others. The result of the speaking 
was to greatly strengthen Mr. Da- 
vidson's candidature. The meeting 
broke up with three cheers for the | 
candidates and the Queen, 


- — - a Mim «42. -— —— 
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1888 — June 21 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 2 — Nomination Editorial — Bell vs Davidson 
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coe 
THE NOMINATIONS, 


“¥esterday the nominations for 
“South*Qu’Appelle were held here |’ 
and Mejor Bell and Mr. G.S. Da-| | 
‘vitison ‘nominated. At two o'clock | 
a large womber of the electors had 
gathered and an important meeting | ~ 
washeld. The two candidates de-| . 
livered exeellent addresses and were | _ 
well received, but somo of the f, 
vther speakers were too personal in| |. 
their remarks, Charges were made - 
against Mr. Davidson which were 
most emphatically denied by him, | — 
but those making them did not ad- | 
duce the first particle of ons | 
which inability greatly raised him 
in the estimation of every unpre | 
~ judiced man present. Major Bell, | 
who could never have obtained a 
following ‘hut for the sectionalism |. 
engendered by the action of Indian ' 
Head, had the effrontery to stand. 
up and deplore the sectional feeling: 
that has entered in the contest. He 
did not, however, tell the mecting 
how he obtained the nomination as 
Indian Head's forlorn hope, and 
how the eastern electors are rallied 
around him by glowing visions of 
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count horse and ja end other 


county town will 'o the wisps. An 
effort was made io fastens the onus 
af stasting the sectionalisn upon 
the peogde af Qu’Appoile, but it 
broke dows completely on the pro- 
Auction of the notice calling the 
meetsug at which Mp. Davidson 
was brought out as a candidate, 
Alogetbes the mecting was a great 
éziumph for Mr. Davidson Asa 
result the jxsiple of the west have 
become thoroughly united in the 
determination to meet the dog-in. | 
the-manger attitude of the poople | 
of Indiag Head, and elect 4 man’ 
who wijl work for the best interests | 
of the district asa whole and not’! 
for any portion in particular, A_ 
strong committee has been formed) 
and complete organization is being 
effected in order that every available 
vote may be polled. From the. 
manper in which our leading men 
have got down to work we look for 
the triumphant return of Mr. G. 5. 
Davidson at the head of the poll 


pp Wednesday next. 
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1888 — June 21 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4 — Editorial comment on value of the Bell Farm to the region 
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WE WONDER 

—Why it don’t rain some more ?. 

—How the gophers like this wet | 
weather ? 

—Which end of the district the 
Major thinks he fed ? 


—Are the people of Indian Head 
like sheep that run after the heels 
of the shepherd that feeds therm ? 


—How the people of Indian Head 
like to be told by the gallant (?) 
Major that he has fed them for the 
last five years 7 


—If the people of Indian Head 
would not have been better fed 
during the last five years if they 
had been surrounded by industrious 
| farmers instead of the Béll far ? 


58 kb 


1888 — June 28 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.__ 


“Indian Head:..... Regular meeting of the municipal council held. Petition to submit a by-law 
for raising funds to build a public hall. “A committee consisting of Major Bell, E.J. Brooks, W. 
Kirkland and P. Ferguson, was appointed to see after the drafting of a by-law and other 
preliminaries.” 


1888 — July 12 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , poe 


“Indian Head” No matter where you look, “magnificent crops.” Will exceed 10-fold last year’s 
harvest — if not taken by frost. “Major Bell undoubtedly made a good stroke in cultivating 2,000 
acres of land this year. He has one field of wheat, consisting of 640 acres, which looks like 
perfection. The crops all through look magnificent.” 


1888 — July 19 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , ee 


“Indian Head... Crop prospects could not be more formidable than today. Major Bell says his 
big 2,000 acre wheat fields are too good for anything.” 


1888 — July 19 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p.1 


“Crop prospects could not be more favorable than they now are. Major Bell says his big 2,000 
acre wheat fields are ‘too grand for anything.” 


1888 — July 19 — Brandon Mail, p. 2 — Advertisement by W. Johnston, Brandon - for Bell Farm machinery sale 


Bell Farm Machin 


I have pienied all the 
inmeuse 


off this farm consisting of 
vam Threshing 
Machines, 


American Dearing siedters. i 
| Hrantio:d Binder-. 


st 


Mowers. 
Hikes, ; 
Seeders Wageus, | 
Sulkhey Plows, 
éunge Plows. 
| spring Tooth IMxrrows, 


| Acman Harrows. 
Dish Marrown, 


Braces HMarreun, &e 
| AH of whieh will 


Rock 
| Bottom | 
| Prices. 
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stock of Machinery | 


Bell Farm employee 
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| Alas the PATTERSON NE Wi 
Sv EEL BINDER, 
New Moodle Thresh«r, 


dons h Hall Tiresher, 


he Decker and Stund- 


ard Threshers, 


Wood and Straw Burn- 


ing Engines. 
THE 
LARGEST 
and most 
Complete 
Stock of 


‘MACHINERY 


in the 
Province. 
Do net ful 
Stock veuling 
kinds of Tmplements, 


to See omy 


before thes 


AW. JOHNSTON, 


Oth Street - 


, rT 
Drandon, 
- 


123 kb 


1888 — Aug. 7 — Regina Leader, p. 4— Account of Tour (Exp. Farm details omitted) — James Harvey is another former 
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INDIAN HEAD. 


Bell Farm--Experimental Farm, 


{From an occasional Correspondent.| 

1 visited Indwn Lead last week aod 
Major Bell, with his usual courtesy, drove 
mo round the Bell and adjoimng farms, 
The day was beautiful--a pleasant wind, 
blue sky flecked with white clouds. We 
first druvo te the Experimental Farin, 
whore wosaw Mr. MeKay, who has brought 
everything into exceilent shape already ; 
saw polar barley with {0 berries on ench 
oar ; maple trees from seed ; choke cherries, 
strawberries, nativo lowers, apple trees-— 
all coming on well, But to be more par- 
ticular ; 
VOREST TREES, MIINCBS, ET 


8 September 2024 


32 kb 


All the farmers round Indinn Head 
understand the necessity of summer: 
fallowing.,  Summer-falluwing is a neces: 
sity all over tho Norti- West ; therefore it 
will be a policy of doubtful propriety to 
cut duwn the amount of land a man can 
have to 160 acres, 

Mr, James Harvey's farm is one of the 
best in the North-West, Ue has seventy 
acres of wheat, so heavy it will bear up a 
coat ; the top level as a billiard table. It 
will yield somo forty five bushels to tho 
acre. ‘Tho farm house is a good building, 
painted white, and an avenue of troes line 
the appronch to it, 

Driving a little distance we come to 
suine experiments of Mr. McKay's ona 
potato patch lont hun by tho Hell Farm ; 
nino kinds of vats, six of barley, all fully 
headed uut, and ready by this time to 
be cut. Jt shows that if people will 
furm in this country, and not scratch, they 
can get just as vood a crop. 

We then did" the Bell Farm, 200 
acres under crop—all the wheat aud oats 
fine. The G40 vere field of whvat as noble 
& sight a3 cau bo svon just one wide 
square, grain upto the middle of a six- 
footer, four and a half fect, and splendul- 
ly headed ont. Major Bell is cultivating 
oniis own account this year, and will 
realize a fortune by this ene crop, Your 
correspondent is greatly indebted to hun 
and Mrs Bell for thew kind hospitality. 

Visited the laird and had a pleasant 
chat with him aud Mrs, Crawford 
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1888 — Aug. 14 — Regina Leader , p. 2 — Crop report on the Bell Farm and region — excellent. 


“The Bell Farm. Two thousand acres are under crop and all in the best condition. It is a sight to 
look as far as eye can reach over a square mile of wheat waving to the breeze under the weight 
of full, rich heads, and just turning colour. Everything on the farm looks exceedingly fine, as in 


fact do all the crops visited.” 


1888 — Aug. 14 - Regina Leader, p. 4- Bell Farm crop report — flourishing. 


“Major Bell called on us on Thursday. He reports the crops at Indian Head as flourishing.” 


“PERSONAL: ... 


1888 — Aug. 15 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Major Bell in Winnipeg 

At the Queen’s are ....W.R. Bell, Indian Head... . “ 

1888 — Aug. 16 — Qu’Appelle Progress — Major Bell & Eberts in Qu’Appelle 

Miss Eberts.... HJ. Eberts.... Major Bell, Indian Head... “ 


1888 — Aug. 16 —- Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Major and Mrs. Bell at the Stony Mtn. Rifle Match 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


y VU Teeeee 
THE LADIES’ MATCI, 


The high scores of the mecting are nau- 
ally made jo the ‘Jadics' mateh. ‘Tho dis- 
tance Is onty'200 yards and the coutestant 
iy allowed to take any position, ‘Thue 
favored, and also no doubt Inaptrod by 
the thought that they papcesenl ladies, the 
matkamen knavk out bulls’-ey es all Sleng 
the line, ‘The’ formal opening o 
the imecting took lace inime- 
diately before tho ladies’ match. 


ew minutes’ walk ovar the brow of tho \ 
hill and past the handsomo residences of 
Warden Bedson brings the ranges into 
view. With ae minal eg of the agso:}| [2 
ciation a perceptible growth in tho village 
of Stony Mountain is noticeable; but the 
additions are nearly all the result of the 
Inerensed attendance of boarders at Mr. 
edgon's country hotel. Otherwise there " 
16 but Jitt!s change in the place from other || 
yeara. Tha sanio old Jaces loom up op the 
rangs with a slight sprinkling of new 
blood. A fow of the best shots of former 
moetlngs Woreabeent. Billy Culling in}! 
Mana a, D. Craig has joined tho Winol- 
peg Olony in Seattlo. Griffith bas aluo 
left the sien, § Sergeant Ridlee's cheery 
voice ix awaking the echoes jn Des Moines. || id 
hart has passed overto the 
mojority. These are about the on 
canciesintho ranksof the old hil 


The: markeamon then got dawn to work 
atid what with tho crack of the rifles and 
the band of thy Infantry Schvo! thers was 
plenty of musie infheair. Tne condl- 
tions' Wore not very Iuvorable for food 
shooting. The wind was variubla shifting 
from quarter, puxaiing oven the vatcrans 
to make the preperallowances. ‘he light 
was upoertain, clouds floating over the 
raugo'and giviug alternate periods of ilght 
and shoe. Sometimes te targets show- 
ed up white in a clear burst of sunlight 
while (ho marksmen were fi gloom; and 
agoin these condillons were reversed. 
Aller threatening rain, it ilually cleared 
up and for an hour or so tho weather for 
shooting was perfect, ‘The acores In tho 
ladies’ match were:— 
Mra. John }.nmb, Pte. Lamb, Wih.......... . 5f 
Miss Maud Warran, Pto. Juo. Warron, Wh 33 
Mr, li & Lamb, a bag ry oer sone B 
s imu, aif. U, . WU cows « Js 
Bibs S. Chantiorlatn, Pte, W. A. Lockhart 
Misa Vastio, Ca 
A} i 


oa 


iw 


Ts. & Dp 


Se re 


ent 
y Va. } 
ada, 
All the rest are Lbere, M,C, Clarice, after 
rolling up a handsome score, js explaining 
just how it was thatho did not make the 
posalble; the jovial Captal atie is on 
deck from Brandon; Majors aud Bed- 2 


|} 80n are banginglaway in the same old re- 
volver extra series; Mu-ray and MeDlar 
mid, fast friends and rare good shots, are 
scoring bull’s eyes and Junrra off the Mre it He’ Sashasinne 
same target, and aro anxiove to put up| |) Sehs Qushed; Dr. Suthorlund....-... set 

big scorcs not 80 much for theicown ankes : 
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I 
a ay k 
ag to keep up the reputation ofthe shool- f 
ie. 37°C, N. Mitchell, although uot al- Miss Erith, Pee. J, MeDanndl, 00th....... 8 
together recovered ‘from ils covere fllneus, |: ascent 
is showing onlookers Liat hi M ; 


acunuing hag 
not yat forsaken bim; and the numerous 


Lambs are struggling to seo who will 
make the top scores of the day, 


TUE NURSERY MATCH. 


ing ditlorent jJadies each tlio, bur the 
council of the association threw out Lhe 


La od 
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1888 — Aug. 16 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1 — Gopher Poison used at Indian Head and Sintaluta 
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1888 — Aug. 17 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 - Major Bell shoots for Schultz Trophy — comes in 7 and 13" in the 
Association Match. 
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e 
t Open to members of the associatlon, 
i apace: “= prize, Leg page trophy, to ASSOCIATION MATCII, 
oine the property ofthe momber win- 
¥ ning It thrice who must be a resident of A Tho, teain prizes yi bo awarded to tho 
military diatrict No. 10; aggregateot scores hyn ako bet poh emg ahi 
n citizens watch. Lieut. -Governor's five previously rare t ns aititte : wile 
A match and H, B, Co.’a match, company or corps of actual militia or rifle 
Nanves. Svore, Prizo suesciation fn erg gecko S: ld 
B/it T, Inston, Mth... .... Zz gis eagle ge Mawr Big Mpcoter 
*] Pt a. Gillies, OR BL (2 rifles; standing or kneeling at 200 yards 
h } Sfajor Buchan, M.I......,..... 90 10 and any position with head to target at 
b “o ws < eee 9 8 other ranges, 
He Hf Team. Score. Prize. 
Molor Bolts cccsegicteence #0 Tf! | Nmmndom Wille Absoclaiion:.--.-. 358 "20 
Mr. ‘fhos Koun.. e meidee 45 + W nnipes Rifle Association..... | is 
fone oP ee A 4, 5 laotiath. sepesserecerievessese SHB : 
Pe are J; O. Olean Plain... B : Mr. C. W, Huffman........ 8S 15 
Pt Baxtor. Siat . Sats n 3 Rt. Macklin, 90th........... ‘ecu. ae 19 
t. 1. Wastie, Usth.... Oo 5 Wd. amar MResccisscccssine 7 
} | Sat. WY. J. MoKis Oth 50 3 A. Gilites, P0th..cc..cocessasese-. 20 5 
St. Sgi. C. Mitchell, th... .... 70 3 -G % ; 
+} Capt. S.J. Smith, Dorh 0, it) 3 .¢. Brown, fith 78 4 
Capt. W. IL Bruce, Oth. . 6 3 J, Chamboriain 7 4 
[| Cugt. G, HL Balfour, It. L.., 63 3 Major Bell, R i ! 
LT Pt. T. MeDiarmid, duh. . ” 63 2 W. at 16 J 
i,t. Dobiga, W.F.B........ GT 2 <. c 5 3 
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1888 — August — Visitors Register 
Number Date Name Residence Comments 
269 August M. Bowell Ottawa, Ontario Probably Mackenzie Bowell, later Prime Minister of Canada 
21, 1888 (1894-96) 
270 “ James Johnson i 
271 - Richard Dobell Quebec Probably: Richard Reid Dobell 
272 = W.M. Dobell = William Molson Dobell 
273 . C.M. Dobell ° Charles McPherson Dobell 
1888 — September — Visitors Register 
Number Date Name Residence Comments 


274 Sept. 4, Wm. Sherwood 


Brockville, Ont. 
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275 


Sarah J. Sherwood 


1888 — Supreme Court of the NWT — Law Suits 


SAB Microfiche | District Conflicting Parties Year(s) Comments 
File Box Court / 
Reference | Supreme 
Court of 
NWT 
1293 |J15 SCNWT Crawford & Robertson 1888, 1890, 
22/88 Vs. 1901 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1295 |J15 SCNWT The Commercial Bank of | 1888 Get info on this bank — 
24/88 Manitoba never heard of it 
Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1300 | K15 SCNWT Crawford & Robinson 1886-1888 
29/88 Vs. 
Qu’Appelle Valley 
Faming Company 
1301 | K15 SCNWT A.J. Osment 1888 
30/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1302 | K15 SCNWT S.W. Caswell 1888 
31/88 Vs. 
Qu’Appelle Valley 
Farming Company 
1303 |L15 SCNWT Van Allan 1888 
32/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1308 |L15 SCNWT J.D. Sibbald & Company 1888 Flour & feed sales, 
37/88 Vs. implement dealers in 
Bell Farming Company Regina 
Limited 
1327 | P15 SCNWT Van Allan & Ajur 1888 
56/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1335 | B16 SCNWT R.W. Sherwood 1888-1901 
65/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1336 | B16 SCNWT W.J. Harrop 1888-1889 
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66/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1337 | B16 SCNWT J.W. Moody 1888 
67/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1338 | B16 SCNWT T. Galbraith 1888-1889, 
68/88 Vs. 1901 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1339 | C16 SCNWT W. Dixon 1888 
69/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1340 | C16 SCNWT G. Smith 1888 
70/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1341 | C16 SCNWT J.B. Swift 1888-1889; 
71/88 Vs. 1901 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1342 | C16 SCNWT J. Thompson 1888 
72/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1343 | C16 SCNWT W.E. Hall 1888 
73/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1344 | C16 SCNWT C. Hall 1888 
74/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1345 |D16 SCNWT W. Ingram 1888 
75/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1346 |D16 SCNWT S. Ingram 1888 
76/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1347 | D16 SCNWT E. Ingram 1888 
77/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1348 |D16 SCNWT E.R. Hawkins 1888 
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78/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1349 |D16 SCNWT J. Hodkinson 1888 
79/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1350 |D16 SCNWT J. Sanderson 1888 
80/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1351 | E16 SCNWT S. Will 1888 
81/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1352 | E16 SCNWT T. Cutt 1888 
82/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1353 | E16 SCNWT R. Thompson 1888 
83/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1354 | E16 SCNWT J. Maguire 1888 
84/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1355 | E16 SCNWT J. Ligget 1888 
85/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1356 | E16 SCNWT W. Harrop 1888 
86/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1361 | F16 SCNWT W.R. Bell 1888-1889, | Bell suing Bell Farm 
92/88 Vs. 1902 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1372 |H16 SCNWT R. Wilson 1888 
103/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1373 | H16 SCNWT W. Jeans 1888 
104/88 Vs. 


Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
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1375 | 116 SCNWT M. Seddon 1888 
106/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1396 |L16 SCNWT A. Harris Son & 1887-1888 | Probably the equipment 
127/88 Company dealership 
Vs. 
Bell Farming Co. Limited 
& W.R. Bell 
1406 | N16 SCNWT W.R. Bell 1888-1889 
137/88 Vs. 
Norris & Carruthers 
1407 |N16 SCNWT M. Dale 1888 Benjamin Tanner and 
138/88 Vs. probably Henry Tanner 
B. Tanner & H. Tanner of Bell and Brassey Farm 
fame 
1429 | C17 SCNWT J.W. Moody 1888-1889 
160/88 Vs. 
W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
F.H. Bridges, W.R. Allan, 
W.L. Boyle, R.T. Rokely, 
F.W. Stobart 
1467 117 SCNWT Commercial Bank of 1888-1889, 
559/88 Manitoba 1895 
Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 
1468 |117 SCNWT A.J. Osment 1888 
560/88 Vs. 
Bell Farming Company 
Limited 


1888 — Sept. 4 — Regina Leader — p. 4 - Harvest Underway : [ Indian Head farming information — Sioux camped on Bell 


Farm to help with the harvest — (see post card following article.)] 


“INDIAN HEAD: Hay Crop. Professor Saunders. (from our own correspondent) 


Mr. J.A. Kammerer is in town today. Work on the buildings on the Experimental Farm have 


begun. Major Bell, who has the contract for supplying the stone for the foundations, has 


already delivered a large quantity. Most of the grain grown by Mr. McKay on the farm has been 


cut, the Russian wheat ripening much earlier than other kinds. 


Professor Saunders. During his recent visit, expressed himself as highly pleased with the harvest 


prospects and the future of the country in general. And well pleased with the appearance of the 


many kinds of 


amount of work done and the results attained. 


planted on the Experimental Farm and expressed his pleasure at the 


During their stay Mr. McKay drove Professor and Mrs. Saunders out to the Indian Reserve and 


also to the “Mission”. The splendid appearance of the grain and vegetables on the reserve gave 


great pleasure to the visitors, the quality of both equalling that of their white neighbours. The 
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work done on the reserve by the Indians deserves special praise and reflects great credit to 
Agent. W.S. Grant, for the care and attention he had given those placed under his charge. 


Major Bell has commenced harvest operations and has a large band of Sioux Indians encamped 
on his farm, to assist him in harvest work. 


The splendid weather of the past week has brought the wheat on, so that cutting will be in full 
swing tomorrow. Most of the barley is already in stack. 


The hay crop this year has been fairly good on the whole, also the yield of potatoes promises to 
be very large, so that the farmers have some cause of thankfulness, so that all around there is 
no part of their harvest but what promises to be a success.” 


142 kb 
Postcard of a Sioux Encampment near Indian Head (no date — possibly 1892-1917) 
1888 — Sept. 11 — Regina Leader- p. 1— Crop Report - Harvest Not Completed 


“INDIAN HEAD. Major Bell has 900 acres cut; he is in great humour, the crops cutting up much 
heavier than was expected. 


Harvesting is progressing very fast, the great bulk already being cut.” 
1888 — Sept. 13 — Qu’Appelle Progress. 1 — Major Bell’s wheat crop 
“INDIAN HEAD: - Major Bell is about through cutting his wheat. It will be a heavy yield.” 


1888 — Sept 24 - Superintendent General of Indian Affairs, report on workers from Standing Buffalo Reserve at Bell 
and Lister Kaye Farms 


“SIR, - | have the honor to submit my annual report for the year ended 30th June, 1889. 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
MUSCOWPETUNG AGENCY. The next point, reached was Muscowpetung Agency, Mr. 
J.B. Lash agent, and Mr. Halpin clerk; arriving there on the 24" September. . . The first 
reserve inspected by me was "Standing Buffalo's," Sioux, No. 78; area, 7.5 square miles; 
population, 200. The houses were clean and tidy; most of the Indians were absent, 
working on the Bell Farm and for Sir John Lister Kaye.” 


1888 — Sept. 25 — Regina Leader, p. 5 — 2,000 Acres of grain cut 
“Major Bell has finished cutting grain, the number of acres being 2,000.” 
1888 — Oct. 2 — Regina Leader — report on harvest conditions at Indian Head; and Major Bell’s flour mill 


“INDIAN HEAD - Good Prospects — The prospects for our farmers are getting even better than 
they were, for not only have they splendid crops, but they will be in a good position to dispose 
of them to the best advantage as there will be a good market here. There will at least be three 
grain buyers here this season: The Keewatin Milling Co., - The Manitoba Milling and Brewing 
Co., and an Ontario firm. The question “will the mill be running?” still is asked. Should it be, the 
trade of the town will be greatly benefited, as well as the farmers.” 


1888 — Oct. 11— Qu’Appelle Vidette , p. 


“Indian Head Show. The Indian Head and Qu’Appelle Valley Agricultural Society’s show was 
held at Indian Head on Friday, the 5" inst. The exhibits of cereals, dairy products, vegetables 
and ladies work were shown in the brick Bel! Farm building, and the livestock on the prairie to 
the west of town.” Compliments Angus McKay on the exhibit from the Experimental Farm. 
Also compliments “the Indians” for their fine show of vegetables and cereals. 


1888 — Oct. 19 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 1 - Bell harvest report — 60,000 bushels expected 


“INDIAN HEAD - It will take Major Bell some six weeks to finish threshing his immense crop 
which has been sold to the Ogilvie Milling Company at $1 per bushel, so report says. The major 
thinks he will have over 60,000 bushels of A1 wheat, some of it threshing out forty bushels to 
the acre and other farmers reporting the same yield.” 


1888 — Oct. 23 — Regina Leader, p. — Bell Farm crop report; new elevator being built. 
“INDIAN HEAD. WHEAT. Major Bell shipped four cars of wheat on Saturday.” 
And 


“The new elevator is nearing completion and will be a great boon to our farmers.” [Question: 
Bell or some other owner? ] 


1888 — Oct. 24 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Major Bell sells wheat to Ogilvie & Company at Port Arthur 


“Wheat at Indian Head — Indian Head, N.W.T., Oct. 20 — The report of the arrival of the first 
shipment of wheat from this point to Port Arthur has just been received and gives the grade as 
No. 1 extra. This is very satisfactory as there is at least 150,000 bushels of equally as good 
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wheat as that already shipped. Four car loads left to-day for Ogilvie & Co., the first of Major 
Bell’s wheat crop, which has all been sold to that company, and will range between 40,000 and 
50,000 bus. No. 1 hard. Mr. Donnelly, of this place, threshed out 600 [quantity unclear ?] 
bushels of splendid wheat, which averages 50 bushels to the acre. Up to the present we have 
not heard of any such heavy yield. McMillan’s elevator is now nearly finished and should be 
ready to receive grain in another week.” 


1888 — Oct. 31 — Annual Report 1887-88, Office of the Indian Commissioner — hiring Indian farm workers 
Annual Report 1887-88, Office of the Indian Commissioner, Regina 


“The general advancement in the methods of civilization has rendered possible the 
inauguration of a new policy which is being pursued. | refer to that of substituting Indian 
labor, to some extent, for that of whites, in connection with the agencies and reserves. 
This policy will be susceptible of gradual development. Indians, too, have been 
encouraged, when it could be done without detriment to the work of their own reserves, 
to hire themselves out to the farmers, and much of the harvesting for example, on the 
Bell Farm - has been done by workers thus obtained as many as sixty Indians having been 
at work at one time.“ 


1888 — Nov. 2 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p.__ 


“INDIAN HEAD — Oct. 18.... Major Bell is now putting wheat in his elevator at the rate 
of 2,000 bushels per day. Expects to ship a train-load early next week.” 


1888 — Nov. 16 — Winnipeg Free Press, p. 2 — Major Bell wins prizes at Regina Rifle Match. 


“Rifle Matches at Regina. REGINA, N.W.T., Nov. 15 — Rifle matches were commenced to-day, 
but were not concluded. The wind was strong and weather very cold, and the scores made not 
large. Wynn, of the Canadian Wimbleton [sic — should be Wimbledon] team, won the 
Lieutenant Governor’s Cup. A large number participated, including gentlemen from Montreal, 
Moosomin, Indian Head, Qu’Appelle, Fort Qu’Appelle and Calgary. Major Bell took some 
prizes. The matches conclude tomorrow, when a full list of prize winners will be made out.” 


1888 — Nov. 23 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p.1 
“INDIAN HEAD .... Threshing will be completed on the Bell Farm in two weeks. Well done Major.” 


1888—Nov.____- Regina Leader, - Major Bell participated in first Assiniboia (Regina) Rifle Association 
Match — as reported in Nov. 30, 1933 edition, p. 4 - — check for details - cannot find original 1888 reference — 
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The first annual competition of 
the Regina Rifle association took 
ee the first-prize winners 

in as follows: Association 
match, W. J. Chaffey; lieutenant- 
governor's match, J. R. Wynne; 
members’ match, Bell; 
ladies’ match, Mrs. . Mowat; 
eltizen’s match, Major D. Mowat; 
consolation match, Dr. Willoughby. 


——— 


see also: Nov. 15, 1938, p. 4 


Peeps Into 
The Past 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From the Files of The Leader, 
Nov., 1888) 

W. Duncan was elected secre- 
tary of the Regina fire brigade. 

Major Bell and J. R. Wynne were 
|winners at the first annual com- 
petition of the Regina Rifle asso- 
ciation, 


1888 — Nov 30 


"Major Bell and wife are in the city on their way to England" Nov 30 1908- "Twenty 


Years Ago" Winnipeg Tribune - cannot find article — check for details 


1888 — Dec 4 — Regina Leader - Major and Mrs. Bell travel to Winnipeg and England. 


“INDIAN HEAD: Major and Mrs. Bell left on Thursday, for Winnipeg and after a short 
stay there they will proceed to England.” 


1888 — Dec. 5 — Brandon Sun, p. 1 — Major Bell sails to England to secure funding for the Bell Farm 


“OTTAWA -— Dec. 5 — Major W.R. Bell, of Indian Head, is about to sail for England for the 
purpose of organizing a stock company to run the Bell farm. The Major had a very 
successful season last year.” 
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1888 — Dec. 5 — Brandon Sun, p. 37 — Major Bell has 5,000 bushel elevator at Indian Head 


“INDIAN HEAD. Mr. H.D. McMillan has just completed a grain elevator capable of holding 
25,000 bushels, this with a 5,000 elevator owned by Mr. W.R. Bell will enable the farmers to ship 
their wheat without delay.” 


1888 — Dec. 7 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1 - Bell elevator; threshing, trip to England; Presbyterian Church 
“INDIAN HEAD. From our own correspondent. 


- The Bell Farm elevator is stopped running for a few days owing to the boiler undergoing 
repairs. 

- Threshing is completed on the Bell Farm. Major and Mrs. Bell are gone on a visit to the 
Old Country for the winter.” 


1888 — Dec. 14 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p.1 — Party for Councillor Kirkland 


“On the evening of the 28" a very enjoyable send off was given to Councillor Kirkland who 
started for England on the 20". Supper was provided in first class style by Mr. W.R. Boyd. The 
chair was filled by Major Bell and the vice chair by Mr. McKay. The usual loyal toasts were duly 
honoured in addition to that of the guest of the evening which was received with much 
enthusiasm.” 


1888 - Dec. 19 - Colonies and India , p. 14 and 15 — Major Bell en route to England 


#Major Bell, of the Bell Farm, is on the way to England. It is said that he proposes to organize a 
stock company to take over the farm. Two thousand acres only were under cultivation this year 
out of a total of about 12,000. The crop was abundant, and rumour has it that the profits this 
year, owing to the high price of grain, were considerable but this requires verification.” 


1888 — Dec. 21 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1— report on Elevator boiler repairs 


“INDIAN HEAD - The repair on the boiler of the Bell Farm elevator is completed and will be 


running to-morrow.” 


1889 — Jan. 3— Qu’Appelle Vidette , p. __ 


“Indian Head... The nominations at Indian Head resulted in the election by acclamation 
of the following gentlemen as councillors for the current year: ...“ included A.J. 
Osment. 


1889 — Jan. 4— Qu’Appelle Progress , ee 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
| wrong date on newspaper, stroked out and corrected in pencil]: “Indian Head” Nomination for 
municipal councillors by acclamation include new member A.J. Osment 


1889 — Feb. 19 — Regina Leader, p. 4 -— Operations of Bell Farm Company closed by Justice A.C. Killam of the 
Manitoba Court of Queen’s Bench. 


“MANITOBA MATTERS. Winding Up the Bell Farm - Winnipeg, Feb. 16. Mr. Justice 
Killam has granted an order for the winding up of the Bell Farm company on the 
application of the Scottish Investment Co., who are holders of 150 shares in the 
company of $1,000 each.” 


1889 — March 1 - Qu’Appelle Progress, p.1 — Garrett & Glenn business with Major Bell and Town Council 


INDIAN HEAD. 


COUNCIL MINUTES. 

Council mot at 14 o'clock, with all 
the councillors presoni. 

Minutes of meeting held on Jup'y 
21st were read and confirmed. 

Communications were then read and 
laid before their respective commit- 
tees. 

Finance com. reported recommend. 
ing that communication from D. L. 
Scott re by-law No, 41 be luid over ; 
that collector be asked te answer com- 
wuvication re + eec. 22-18-11, avd 
that commuuivation re S 4 2-18-11 
be Inid over; that Audrews & An- 
drews be refunded awount over paid 
on N § 80-17-12; that correct state- 
ments of arreare on the different parts 
of sec. 25 19-18 be made out and sent 
to E. J, Brooks and the Ont, & Qu’- 
Appelle Laud Co'y; that there bo an : 
advance to Red Fux Valley school dis- 
trict of $100; that Siessrs. Garrett & 
Glenn's account of $75 io convection 
with the Bell Furm case be paid. The 
report was adopted. Pens 


1889 - March 4 - Winnipeg Free Press, p. 3 — Bell returned from Europe. 


"Major Bell, of the Bell farm, has just returned from a prolonged European trip. He spent 
considerable time in Paris and leading cities on the continent." 


1889 — March 13 — Winnipeg Free Press, p. 1— Bell appointed Indian Head rep. on Manitoba Rifle Assoc. Council 
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A ST a te a 


$2,210.43, balance tn bank $4231, total | 
asaéts are $212 o2. 

Captains Benedict and Doldge were 
then appointed scrutineers, after which 
the followiaog officers for the ensulng year 
were «lected: Patron, Sir Donald A, 
Smith; vice-patrona, Premier of Mant- 
toba, Mayor of Winnipeg, and the Chief 
Commissioner of the Il, B, Co.; president, 
A, Logan, Hsq.; vice-presidents, Lt.-Col. 
Boswell and W, M. Whyte, E9q-; council, 
Capt, Wastic, Mrandon; Li ] 

w @ la Prairie; Major Rell, 
»N,W.'T.; Enspeclor Norman, N. W, 
M.P., Regina; Private Qililes, Stony 
Mountain; Captains Dalfonr, Graburn, 
Tirace and Doidge, Lt, emedict, Statr 
Sergeant Mitchull, Color Sergeant kKen- 
non, Winolpeg. Rupresentatives oo conn. 
cilof Dominion Tithe Association, I. M, 
Daly, M.P.. and Lt,-Cal, 1. A. McDonald, 
Ottawa. The thanks of tha meeting were 
tendered the retiring officers and Lhe 
chairman, The meeling then adjourned. { 


re — 


154 kb 


1889 — March 26 - Regina Leader, p. 8 - Major Bell visits Regina (re-reported in March 31, 1939 
issue, p. 4” — seems to refer to previous 1882 visit) 


“Major Bell of Indian Head was a visitor in the capital during the weekend.” 


1889 — April — Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
276 April13, | W. ????? Edinburgh Scotland 
1889 

277 7 ??? Percival Canaan House, Scotland 

Nilupies Edinburgh 
278 Euphemia Forrest- | Chicago Illinois, USA : Wife of John Clay 

Clay 
1889 - April 8 — Winnipeg Tribune, p.___ - seeding completed at the Bell Farm as reported in 1909, p. 10. 


“WINNIPEG 20 YEARS AGO — “Seeding on the Bell farm is concluded.” 


1889 — April 11 — Supreme Court of the North-West Territories formally winds up the Bell Farming Company 
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Source: Ed Morgan article: “The Bell Farm” in Saskatchewan History, Vol. XIX, 1966, p. 55, footnote 67: S.C. 


NWT, no. 327, 1889, The liquidator was still winding up affairs of the Company in 1902. [see S.C. NWT — no. 327, 
1902.] 


1889 — April 26 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 


“Indian Head.” [ Account of Gabriel Dumont (who “tips the scale at 230 Ibs”) and four “half-breeds” 
stopping at Indian Head on their way from Batoche to Montana, where they planned to collect 40 half 
breeds and 20 Indigenous men who took part in the Rebellion, including Big Bear’s son. Will all 
proceed to France via New York to attend the world’s fair in Paris. Not surprisingly, there’s no mention 


of stopping at the Bell farm. ] — check for details 


1889 — June 11 — Regina Leader, p. 4 — Report of major farming initiatives, including the Bell Farm 
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|NORTH-WEST PIONEERS. 


(From Harpers Welty, Tune t ) 


i) 

4 
e| There is a very remarkable bit of this 
}- |Continent just north of our Territory of 
¢ | Dakota, in what the Canadiana call Assin- 
iboia, one of the North-West provinces. 
s| Here the prairie reaches away in an al- 
| | most unbroken plane, like a brown ocean 
Hof grass, Here are some wonderful and 
y | some Very peculiar phasos of immigration 
Hand of human endeavour, Here is Major|| <— 
¢ | Hell's farm of nearly one hundred square 
y | miles, famous asthe Bell Farm. Here 
lady Catheart, of England, has merei- 
fully established a colony of Crofters, 
rescued from poverty and oppression. 
Here Count Esterhazy has been experi- 
menting with a large number of Hungar- 
jane, whe form acolony that would do 
, | better if those foreigners were not all to- 
gether, with only each other to imitate 
P|--and to commiserate. But stranger 
feted Beton, cake an dis- 
inguished Europeans, noble and 
, | scholarly, gathered together in aa lonely 
aspotascould be found short of the 
| | Rockies, or the far Northern of |i 
}' this continent, These gentlemen are Dr 1 
| | Rudelph Meyer, of Berlin, the Comte} | 
de Cazes and the Comte de Raffignac of | | 
Franc, and M. Le Bidau de St.-Mars, } 
of that country also, They form in all |] 
and |, 
4 
¢ 
' 


ese =—_ * 


sm 


probability the most disti 
| aristocratic little band of immigrants and 
farmers in the New World, 

Seventeen hundred miles from Mon- 
treal, in a cast prairie where settlers 


1889 — June 23 - Winnipeg Tribune - Ovington entered for the one mile Novelty Running (same as Bill’s 
clipping) — get copy of article 


1889 — July 3 — Montreal Gazette — Major Bell in Montreal to buy horses from Kimball’s Horse Exchange 
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: Hous: MARKET Areyrian twenty-five to J, Mootes, of Nor- 
AAS a * r mal, Il, eleven to J. Shalts, of Yaton, Neb, 


—Tharé been twenty-five to W. MeNanght, of Normal, 
are cette Sing Kame sin = _— Iilr., fifteen to F.C. of Chenowa, LIL, 


weck and the market has been “hey alare paar gr Bo Yates wl of gr ae 
en een R ublen ontreal. 
with a larger volume of businesses Ameri- | | trycr9 were 132 horses on this steamer, out 


can and local buyers have been wuying nore cf which three died on the passage, while 
freely but prices heave ruled about stealy. the balance waa landed in condition 
‘The receipts have been larger and the supply shi ped by the Grand Trunk 
offering is fir for this season of the = railway. h J. H, Kimball's Horse Exchange 
At the Montreal Horse exchange, at Point | || ihe followin salen were made :—Five 
St. Charles, the sales were fourteen head at ||| horses at prices mnging from $1254$)60 
fair prices, Mr. Duggan, of these stables, cach, Mr, Kimball ved by the stcam- 
secoived by the Meamehip Lake Untario ten rhip Aleidea seven horses aix ponies, 
Bargess Bros. of consigned to T. Evins, of Pon Oat, 


_ 
> 
e 
— 


four to J. Vance, of Hamburg, ‘Oat, ||| Manitoba, Mr, James Maguire, of $22 St. 
reven to J. Gilmour, of Don, “frar | || Jemes street, bas jast returned from Bramp- 
to J. Routby, of Granton, seven to the Door fon with a¢ of tn horsea. §=Thes 
Prairie Live Stock company of Hillsboro, | | bortes are all thoroughbred and stand over 
Ind. and twenty-ceven Seale to W. Catte, fiflecn hands. They are well trained and 
of Union Stock Yards, Chicnso ; by the | | St either for cs tr saddle, anil are, 
stesmrhip Oxenholme twenty-eight horses dag Mert y the Gnest let ever brought 
to Bell Bros, of Wooster, by the steamship ~ ate: 


46 kb 54 kb 
1889 — June 6 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.__ 


“Indian Head... Free Press. The public will be interested in the announcement of the 
fact that it is now reliably reported that the large area of valuable lands held here 
heretofore by the Bell Farm company is about to be opened up for sale to actual 
settlers. It is reported on good authority that Major Bell has purchased 31,000 acres of 
these most valuable lands, situated in the finest district in the Territories and all within 
a few miles of the railway station. Terms will be made known forthwith, and it is to be 
hoped the lands will be settled up in a short time by good, pushing farmers and not fall 
into the hands of speculators.” 


1889 — June 14 — Montreal Herald, p. 1 — Bell reports of crops 


“From the Prairie City. Winnipeg, June 13-.... Rain, which was much needed in this 
locality, fell to-day. Major Bell, of Indian Head farm, stats that more favourable 
weather for crops could not be wished for there.” 


1889 — July 3 - Montreal Gazette, p. 6 — Five horses shipped from England to Major Bell 


“.,. Five horses ranging in prices ranging from $125 to $160 each. Mr. Kimball received 
by the steamship Alcides seven horses and six ponies consigned to T. Evans of 
Pontapool, Ont., and five to Major Bell, of Indian Head, Manitoba.” 


1889 — July 6 — John Brown’s Blacksmith Account Book, p. 2 — Bell Farm work and payments 
(Brown was a blacksmith operating in Indian Head, not on the Bell Farm) 


- July 6—set two shoes — 40 ¢ / cash $1.50 
- July9-—set two shoes — 40¢ 


consigned to 
Winona, 1; by the steamship Alcides, and five to Major Bell, of Head, | <——_- 
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1889 — July 11 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, 


“Indian Head... Major Bell returned from the east on Saturday and his mares arrived on 
Sunday. There are five thoroughbred Clydesdales mares, the stallion and one mare 
having been killed during a severe storm.” 


1889 — July 23 — Regina Leader, p. 8 — Major Bell places second at Assiniboia Rifle Assoc. Shoot 


| ASSA, PROV. RIFLE Ass'n, | 


The weekly telegraphic match took 
Place on Saturday against re. 
when the following scores were wade, 
which ave very croditable considering the 
strong gusty see reas ing.-- = 


000 —Tofal 
Major D. Mowat 29 wo Tv) 
Major Bell 20 26 17— 72) <«———_ 
H.A.Carruthors 28 #18 3= 24—~ 
A.E. Forget 20 2 19— 66 
i. Sweet 4 P| i¢— 6 | 
J.T. Stemsborn 25 ” 9- 
S. Varder 24 18 1s W 


it. J. Steel ) i |} 8 45 
Thegina’s total score was 521, Againat | 
52 made by Lethbridge. 
We were very pleased to see Major | <—__— 
Bell on the range on Saturday and 
he will try and make it convenient to 
with us often. 

Steps are about to be taken to get the | 
Dominion grant, usually given to in. 
cil Ritle Associations The steady prace 
tiew and er displayed by our men, 
should secure the same for this association | 
with little delay, 

The highest average for Sec.-Trear. 
Jowett's silver medal, stand as following 
D. Mowat 73, R. Sweet 60, H. A. Car. | 
ruthers 07,5, Varder (3, Hayter Reel | 
U2; this medal will be given as sevond 
prizo, should any person kindly present 
4 gid on) for first prize, 

here is some of sending a team | 
to Winnipeg, for the annual prize shoot | 
ing, in Augua’, but 1 question if var boys | 
with only one year’s practice should go, 1! 
think had better wait till next year. | 

H- A. Carruthers is acting Sec.- Treas. 
during Mr, Jowett's absence, 


_— 


1889 — July 25 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p.__ (published in Fort Qu’Appelle) 


Under “Local News: “Major W.R. Bell of Indian Head was in town yesterday.” 
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1889 — July 30 — Regina Leader, p. 5: “Over the Prairie” — far left column — report on poor crops on the Bell 


Farm. 


“Most of the crops from Brandon west to Moosomin, with exceptional districts are poor. 
The crops between Moosomin and Indian Head, when | saw them, now three weeks 
ago, were also poor, excepting where the farmers have done their work well. From 
Indian Head to Regina the farmers are doing their work in rather a poor way. But at 
Indian Head Mt. McKay has some splendid grain; where well cultivated the crops look 
well — this is particularly the case at the Experimental Farm and the farm formerly 
owned by the McKay Farming Company. The Bell Farm shows up to poor advantage this 
year. A great deal of grain has been sown there on stubble land, and it, without 
exception, is very poor. |saw a number of eastern farmers who were so discouraged 
after seeing Mr. Bell’s crops that they have gone back home again without buying. This 
is a case where the fault rests entirely with the farming; for wherever the grain was 
sown on summer fallowed land the crops are great. 


“In the Qu’Appelle Valley the land is not as good as at Indian Head, owing to a light sub- 


soil; in the valley the grain is generally poor, although there are some splendid farmers 


there, particularly in the Bonny castle settlement..... . 


1889 — Supreme Court of the NWT — Law Suits 


n” 


SAB Microfiche | District Conflicting Parties Year(s) Comments 
File Box Court / 
Reference | Supreme 
Court of 
NWT 
1488 |L17 SCNWT R. Bell 1888-1889 | Not sure if R. Bell is W.R. 
14/89 Vs. Bell or someone else 
W. Brown 
1506 | P17 SCNWT R.W. Sherwood 1889 
37/89 Vs. 
W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 
1507 | P17 SCNWT W.J. Harrop 1889 
38/89 Vs. 
W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 
1508 | P17 SCNWT T. Galbraith 1889 
39/89 Vs. 
W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
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F. Storer Brown 
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1509 


SCNWT 
40/89 


W. Dixon 

Vs. 

W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 


1889 


1510 


SCNWT 
41/89 


G. Smith 

Vs. 

W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 


1889 


1511 


SCNWT 
42/89 


J.B. Swift 

Vs. 

W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 


1889 


1512 


SCNWT 
43/89 


J. Thompson 

Vs. 

W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 


1889 


1513 


SCNWT 
44/89 


W.E. Hall 

Vs. 

W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 


1889 


1514 


SCNWT 
45/89 


C. Hall 

Vs. 

W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 


1889 


1515 


SCNWT 
46/89 


W. Ingram 

Vs. 

W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 


1889 


1516 


SCNWT 
47/89 


S. Ingram 

Vs. 

W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 


1889 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 


F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 


8 September 2024 


1517 


C18 


SCNWT 
48/89 


E. Ingram 

Vs. 

W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 


1889 


1518 


C18 


SCNWT 
49/89 


E.R. Hawkins 

Vs. 

W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 


1889 


1519 


C18 


SCNWT 
50/89 


J. Hodkinson 

Vs. 

W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 


1889 


1520 


C18 


SCNWT 
51/89 


J. Sanderson 

Vs. 

W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 


1889 


1521 


C18 


SCNWT 
52/89 


J. Will 

Vs. 

W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 


1889 


1522 


C18 


SCNWT 
53/89 


T. Cutt 

Vs. 

W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 


1889 


1523 


D 18 


SCNWT 
54/89 


E. Thompson 

Vs. 

W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 


1889 


1524 


D 18 


SCNWT 
55/89 


J. Maguire 

Vs. 

W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 


1889 
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1525 |D18 SCNWT J. Ligget 1889 
56/89 Vs. 
W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 
1526 |D18 SCNWT W. Harrop 1889 
57/89 Vs. 
W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 
1527 |D18 SCNWT A. Wilson 1889 
58/89 Vs. 
W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 
1528 |D18 SCNWT W. Jeans 1889 
59/89 Vs. 
W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 
1529 |D18 SCNWT M. Seddon 1889 
60/89 Vs. 
W.R. Bell, T. Howard, 
W.R. Allan, F.H. Brydges, 
F.W. Stobart, R.I. Rokeby, 
F. Storer Brown 
1542 | G18 SCNWT W.R. Bell 1889 
73/89 Vs. 
J. Hodgkinson 
1543 | G18 SCNWT W.R. Bell 1889 
74/89 Vs. 
J. Hodgkinson 
1544 |G18 SCNWT W.R. Bell 1889 
75/89 Vs. 
E.R. Hawkins 
1545 | G18 SCNWT W.R. Bell 1889 
76/89 Vs. 
E.R. Hawkins 
1546 | G18 SCNWT W.R. Bell 1889 
77/89 Vs., 
W.E. Hall 
1547 | H18 SCNWT W.R. Bell 1889 
78/89 Vs. 
W.E. Hall 
1548 | H18 SCNWT W.R. Bell 1889 
79/89 Vs. 
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J.B. Swift 
1549 H 18 SCNWT W.R. Bell 1889 
80/89 Vs. 
J.B. Swift 
1634 |HO1 SCNWT J. Glenn 1889-1891 | Microfiche R16/10-2 
168/89 Vs. 
W.R. Bell 
1657 LO1 SCNWT --- W.R. Bell 1889 
/89 Vs. 
P. Bestwick 
1701 | DO2 SCNWT Brine McDonald 1890 Is “H” a typo for “R”, or 
43/90 Vs. is W.H. bell another 
W.H. Bell person? (also files 1753, 
1755, 1838) — NOTE: A 
person named “W.H. 
Bell” lived in Qu’Appelle 
at this time 
1741 | KO2 SCNWT A.J. Osment 1889-1890 
83/90 Vs. 
T. Marston 
1745 L 02 SCNWT A.J. Osment 1890-1891 | CCCC was part of the 
87/90 Vs. Brassey Farm operation 
Canadian Co-operative 
Colonization Co. 


1889 — Sept. 17 — Regina Leader — p. 8 — Court Case over land ownership: Boyle vs Bell — Boyle won 


A KPOISTRATION Cast ' | 


Mr. W. H. Boyle claiming to be the 
ower of « louge troet of land forming, ae} 


understood, a large portion of what is 
known to the public as the 

applied to the Registrar of Assiniboia for || 
ua certificate of title, subject to an exist- 
ing mortgage of 850,000, The Registrar | 
finding in his office that seven judgment 
creditors of the Bell Farm Co, had lodged | 
with him executions which they claimed 
bound the land, which fact was disputed 
by Mr. Boyle, referred the application to | 
the Judge under the act. 

The facts were that on 14th January, | 
1888. the Bell Farm Co, conveyed the | 
land to Mr. Boyle subject to their mort- 
gage given previously for 850,000, 

That subsequent to the conveyance to 
Boyle, seven parties obtained judg 
ments against the Co, and 
lodved executions with the Sheriff who 
notified the Registiar of the fact and 


claimed to bind these lands, 


1889 — Sept. 26 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.__ 


iT 


the Judge holds that, By 


| these executions bound. 
- 2 


The question raised was argued at great 
length before Mr. Justice Richardson -on 
1%th August, ‘89, Messrs. Secord with | 
Campbell of the Manitoba bar represent. 
ing the applicant Boyle and Mr. 
Q.C., the judgment creditors, 

By his judgment delivered yesterday, 


to Boyle, under section 6 of the Act, 

Boyle by the conveyance him 14th Jan., 
‘88, became invested with what title the | 
Co. previously had in the 

lands, and thence forward, as this deed | 
was not questioned, became owner. 
That as the lands were not, when the! 

| executions were lodged, under the Act, and | 
‘the judgments on which executions were 
issued not being against Boyle, the lands 
were not by the proceedings taken rand 


Scott, 


the conveyance 


107 & 103 kb 
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“Major Bell is shipping a train load of No. 1 hard today (Saturday.)” 


1889 — Oct. 7 — Sessional Paper No. 12 (pub. 1890), Vol. 10, p. 12-143 — McGibbon’s report on Indian labour at Bell and 
Kaye’s Farms 


, n” 


“The first reserve inspected by me was “Standing Buffalo’s,” Sioux No. 78; area, 7.5 square 
miles; population, 200. The houses were clean and tidy; most of the Indians were absent, 
working on the Bell Farm and for Sir John Lister Kaye. ...... ” - Inspector of Indian Agencies and 
Reserves (A.G. McGibbon), Regina 


1889 — Oct. 8 — Regina Leader p. 8 — Rifle Meeting — Major Bell’s scores 


RIFLE MEETING, 


The First ienend ‘Meeting of the LADIES MATCH. 
A.P. Rb. a Decided Success. = 400 7 shots. 54 entries made. || 
a i 4, Soe ne ng — ‘ 
31. 

Dah ensthe day th werethe | Mee BOR Mair Ba | 
spirits of the lovers of the rifle on Friday howe 31. * - i 
morning. The first annual meeting of the 4. Mrs. Harris by Captain » 44 
Assiniboia Prov. Rite Ass'n opened under | oS Eee by Sees, Cotten, my | 
the most favourable and wae on- | 7. Mra. Steel by 8. order, 27. A { 
ne Suche an Pe aot se ty dring | caew Canaen Uy Sees er 
Of the first ahot by His Excellency, There| || gr" it* D- Mowatby Major D. Mowat, ) 

10. Miss Sweet by R. Sweet, { 


oe "Sto L't.-Col, be . of 
\ . Bedson, 
Monalsie and many others from « ‘in NURSERY MaTOH, ' 


ith ih endings ah x] | io 2 
with the an ‘s 
no Aggy Bod with the conduct of the 2. W. M. Williamson, 30. 3. 
success of thie event) | fail, 29. 4. H. Carter, 2. 56. J. 8. | 
augue well for sub usnt ones. A McDonald, 23. 6, Wm. Broce, 2%. 
on Saturday prevented large scores, but |' 4 J. Fraser, 27. 8 Const. St. 2. 
otherwise the weather was favourable, 9. Corp. Bird, 27. 10. J. W. Jowett, 27. 
Below wegive the prise winners and) |j/4) pr Willoughby, 26. 12. T. BH. R. 
soores — James, 95. 
LADIES MATCH. PRESIDENT MOWaT Ss MaToR. 


Part1 89kb Part2 83 kb 
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12 Sree Cas a ee eee 


by JT 
One 29 and four 28's counted out 


ORAND s0GRBOATS, 
we aggregates in matches 3, 5, 6 
pa hems Come (Governor General's 
Silver ) 240 points 
oH oo (Governor General's 
(Dom I A's silver medal) 
Montgomery (Dom K A's bronze | | 


E A Griffiths 207, 6 Const St Dennis 
7 W Bruce 204,8 Major Stewart 202, 


i 


PartS 7Okb 


Part6 94kb 


1889 — Oct. 11 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1 — Major Bell in Regina rifle competition 
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= _ 


print, rane 200. S00 and ab 
yates seven shots. These were 47 
lentries, The other prize Wan hers: 


RIFLE SHOOTING. ' were: Major 6 70, EA. Griffith, 

—In the score of the Mowat. 08. Maja Stewart, of Ottawa 67, 
 jmatech Griffith, twelfth mans, was! Serut. Mentyomers, 67, Car. St) 
scoured out, St. Denis taking sece || | Cine pte, Hb, W. Bree, of Moosonin, 
[ont place with seventy-five, This! (6447S en hen, 62, Coat’ Hall, 
morning the match for the Lieut, be 1. Alte, 62, HA, Carruthers, 
Governor's cup was shot for. There Crust, Dake “0, | 
| were forty- seven entries = The | aif theoexte series, three shieta! 

| seeretary’s tent was blown down! | rat S00 yards, ALB. Daanet took 
with the wind, and the sears are with LL, Corp. Hailey mde DD and 
ars comsidered excellent taking: Sergt. ior on 10, Ea tive shots at 
the wind inte account. The 400 yards, WOM. Willainsen miade 
re feup gave to either Fleming, of 22. Capt. Hartis 20 and Comp, Bird | 


Prince Albert, or Abbey, of Moose 18 

‘| jaw, Fotest bei gn . ; 
by rey dee Petter Baie —The wind was deat against the 
‘' Tare M ajor Kell, Carruthers, Sweet, | > jeoark sie mus Cig. WAN) conan 5 
Hartin, fionton, Connor, Steele. 4 peat taes pred Neate, The seoretary's 

st, Guarge, Stewart and Willoughby. | tent waa twice blown down during 


The teams will be photographed this) the atte rusts, : . 
afterioo and will be reproduced —The seaes of the Great Tele. 
fio “Canada Dastoited.” Tn the af graploc tate: bawe Leon deontverd, 
‘ternoon the Gellvifle matches were Twenty tren e nipeted tor ewe team 
hatiat fie the trophy ty de pres. it twas, fiver ated aX hander al varia, 
vented by Majuar Bell. Sergtiandon) | <—— Tahots. Regina seorola total of 
jaf Prince Alberteaptared it with ate tyre 


1889 — Dec. 5 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, Do 
“Indian Head . . . On Monday night Major Bell’s bull got into a “big tear’ and made it 
interesting for several of the inhabitants. Fortunately no one was hurt, but several were 
badly scared and suffered from shortness of breath for some time.” 


1889 — Dec. 27 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 1 


“Indian Head ... The Municipal Council met on Saturday... the claim of Major Bell for 
credit of 60 days statute labor was not entertained.” 


1890 


1890 — Sale of lands to Lord Brassey 


( Brassey bought much of the land sold at the dissolution of Bell’s corporate farm. Jan 26, 1898): Legal 
description of land sold in 1897 from Brassey estate. Includes buyers’ names.] 


1890 — Jan. 2 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, poll 
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“Indian Head... The Municipal Council met today ... The claim of Major Bell for credit 
of 60 days statute labour was not entertained.” (copied from an end-of-December item 
in the Progress.) 


1890 — Jan. 4- Edmonton Bulletin — p. 1 — Bell and Lister Kaye project crops 


“Sir John Lester Kaye, and Major Bell announce that their operations next season will be 
on a much larger scale than last year.” 


1890 — Jan. 16 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. __ 


” from the North West Territories Gazette ... Resignation of Game Guardian accepted, 
Lt. Col. Percy GB Lake of Grenfell, Assiniboia...” / see the Bell Farm Visitors Register for 
Sept 16, 1887] 


1890 - Jan. 17 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. __—check for details 


[ Under “Grenfell” is the report that “Arthur Frederick Lake, youngest son of Lt. Col Lake” died in 
England. This is included this because of an Arthur J Lake is entered in the Bell Farm Visitors Register 
on Sept 16, 1887. This Progress entry would seem to tell us who he was. ] 


1890 — Feb. 6 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 4— Major Bellin Ottawa 
“PEOPLE WE TALK ABOUT. Major Bell is at the Dominion capital.” 


1890 — Feb. 11 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 4 — Major Bell is skip on curling team 
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The plsy begins! ‘Tbelecenes at the 
Granite, Thistle and Street Railway or io 
riaks this morning was beyon’ description. 
Hundreds of enthusiastic curlers were at 
work “‘soopin’ er up,” and by 2 o'clock 
this afternoon it was apparent to many that 
several rinks were in the soup, 80 to speak. 
The pley thasfar has bad ite sur- 
prises, For instance, Fortune succumbed 
to L W. Thomson, of Portage le 
Prairie. 8S. G, Harstone’s rink won easily 
from G@. McKay, of the Thistles, with a 
score of Zi toll. Walkinehaw, of Boisse- 
vain, and J. Hanbury, of Brandon, were 


by defanit from J. W. E. Darby 
ani! Mejor ell, of Indian Head, 
| The contest between J, S. Ewart and D. 
Brown at the Granite rink wae excit- 
ing, and finally resulted in « victory for 
the Thistle. Mr. Chisholm’'s rink, from 


vis the Northern Pacific railway. 
Calgary rinks will arrive from the west this 
| levening, The first prize in the contest now 
}| going on isa cup vaiued at 8250, with four 


ld modsis, viiee $75. Seoond prize— 

our gold medals, value $75. Third priz>— 

+} Four gold medalr, value S). Nineteen 
ends ia the regulation number. 


The result of to-day's play so far is as 
follows: 


sm were si se PwE 


for.anats e~ough in securing their games| { 


AT THE STREET CAR COMPANY'S RINK. 
Granite (Winnipeg). Thistle (Wianipesg,) 


Rev. Mr. Goulding A. W. McCailu 

D. Smith, Erie 

A. Craickshanks, 

T. J, Mather, skip. ..14 
Virden (Man) 


Thos ao 
} | Lt.-Col. Bedeoa, skip 16 
Granite (Winnipeg). 


Keawatin (Ont Virden (Man) 


q Portage la Prairie. Thistle (Winnipeg.) 
] Bi ingstone, Me eae 
le v a ° 

w. Dr. Jamiesoa, 

; WwW. M. skip...l1 S. R. Kdwards, skip..21 
R Roxburgh. 

1 || Re Marra 6 ace. as 
| Virden. 
1 
|| 


oe ae ee ee ee ee ee | 
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1890 — Feb. 12 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 4 — Major Bell is skip 


Part2 118 kb 


on one of two Indian Head curling teams 
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WALKERVILLY TASK (RD, 


The Contest Commences This Morning— 
Evwart’s Eink Becteated, 


The Walkerville Tankard competition 
commenced this morning, The competition 
is open only to clubs affiliated with the 
Manitoba Branch of the R_ © C.C. The | ' 
roatch h gond op the firat draw this morning 
resulted - 


| 


T. G. Mather........26 va. BR. Ec Keith........ 6 


W. BR. Boyd......... 13 ve. H. Maan........-... 
Wastioc........18 va}. LLM 7 
G. A. F. Andrews. .1§ va. J. S. Ewart......... 10 | | 
J. Sinclair .......... i8ve. J. Anirew.......... ini 
G. MeKay........21 va. WRcitessecs 15 
C, A. Boxer..... ive. W OMe ceseseke 10 
P, SIGOM; + vvnanes ees 2 ve. W. MeKonzie......01 
W. M. Smith........ ve. W. Ty 


ois eae atike Ged emaining | | 
he ¢i.8S diay -r 
to be played is as follows: 
Col. B&ison va. WW. MeMillan. 
W. G. Feaser ve. HL OG. Wilson. 
F. L Patten va F. M. Merzan, 
Der, Clarke vs, I. W. Thoreon, a 
G,. H. Campbell vs. S RE! vards. 
J. MeKeohnie va. A. Grons 
T. Nichol va. De. Dalgtvial. 
rc. Gillies va. N. MeDooald. 
ee ve. W. J. Cooper, 


> 
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pekackini wa, rent: 


I 
Gillies vs. McDonald, 


Fortune vs, Ercus, 


INDIAN HEAD. 
Assivibois sends rinks, under com- 
mand of Major and W. R_ Boyd. 
Axczg the players Mr. R. Crawford, 
well known to many of our citizens. It is 
said au Englishman cannot play the game, 
et A. J. Osment, a native of tie tight little 
land, comen here as firet man for Mr. 
- Oatario claims three of the Locdian 
Pead contingent, Messrs W. H. Le) 


theee gentlemen ar: in business for them- 


e 
F 
z 
: 
: 
: 
Es 
§ 
—_——— 


NOTES AND CONMENTS, 
a a 
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1890 — Feb. 13 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 4 — Bell defeats Perry; and McMillan defeats Bell in curling bonspiel 


] 
WALKERVILLE TANKARD COMPETITION. | | 
Games Played se and This Yorn- 


The games in the first draw of the Wa'k- 
erville tankard competition were contiaued 
yesterday afternoon and evening and thir 
morning, ths resuit being az follow: : 

18 Han (Srendon). 6 


19 Perry .6 
19 Evans (Keowatin).. 19 
(Brando-).. 


15 Robertson (Portege) i 
y defauliod ty Mec- 


Rutte (atanited. lt Hanoy (Granite).....15 
“en eens Tran axes 
een iCarberr}) ) defaulted to Moss (Car- 


24 W. Thompson (Por.). 5 

ee Punstord (Moctoes 00 

eras Cre poner Sa a 

‘on (tirani’e).. Brees ihexée VV 

Harstone (Grunite) B Farqahar(st’y ai’n). 1 
THE SEOOND DRAW, 


The games in the second draw for the 
ee tankerd have resold as ful- 
ws: 


- 


W.Spartisg Portage)/) Mather (Morifen).... § 

Fraser (Gractte),.....16 Lindsay ian wai’ " 

Huttan (Grenite).....18 Graham i- somowralth.t2 
itndinn esh idefa 


fess soar bE Boxer ( ene 
- bye. eee 


D. Brown ysl has to play W. Smith 
(Portage Ia l’rairie 


THE nett DRAW. 116 kb 


1890 — Feb. 15 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 4- Major Bell curing in Manitoba Bonspiel 
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POINT COMPETITION, | 
Stonewall Jeckson Heads the List With °3. | 
‘The point competition was continued 
morning with the following reeult: 
daterhe 4 | 
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1890 — March 1 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 1 — Bell is in Ottawa 
“.,.. Major Bell, of Indian Head, is in the city. ....” 
1890 — March 2 — Major Bell in Ottawa (see March 6 Brandon Mail report) 
1890 — March 3 - Winnipeg Daily Tribune, p. 1, col 7 — Bell sells off part of the Bell Farm. 


“TELEGRAPHIC BREVITIES..... Major Bell is reported to have sold that portion of his farm 
south of the railway for $9 per acre.” 


1890 — March 3 — Winnipeg Daily Tribune, p. 1, col. 3 — Major Bell sells off a portion of the Bell Farm 


“LATEST FROM THE CAPITAL - The Bell Farm. W.R. Bell, of the celebrated Bell farm at Indian 
Head, who is here, has recently sold that portion of the farm south of the C.P.R. tracts at $9 per 
acre. He is now negotiating with an English capitalist for the sale of the remainder of the farm, 
including the homestead, at a price considerably over $20 per acre.” 


1890 - March 6 — Brandon Mail, p. 1— Part of Bell Farm sold 


“THE BELL FARM SOLD. Ottawa, March 2 — Major Bell of the Indian Head farm, who is here, 
says that he has sold the farm south of the track for $9 per acre and is now negotiating for that 
north of the track with an English company for $21 per acre.” 


1890 — March 6 — Brandon Mail — p. 4 — Bell Farm Report during sale of lands - Mill & Elevator; Osment started as Bell 
Farm contractor 


: [difficult to read article — get a better copy — includes reference to Osment coming west to be the contractor 


for the Bell Farm, and benefits of the Bell Farm to the Indian Head region] — check for details, get better copy 
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be made to pny sn the evuntry, there 

ing so iauelt bicing, anal w many other 
objections, Certain it ix, however, they 

are always an injury to the town in ther 

20 kb 
LP. Murray is alson general 

i A, J, Aument came to the placo in its 

vleinien on ae ——_ peat we agi oe the con 

managements force tractor for Tm . dat 

b tholesale, and therefore, abeerb, mock shortly after commenced as a gened desk 
tof the business that istnbatary, “Ores. er, He has now one of the Snest general 

ally in seat ae farce consisted of 5,069 stecksin the country, fa 
Hecciawioeicsaeecr, § | |iiny cogingtoms metre 
le or Py s ch. le 

20 from north to south. Un Hesse amen clothing, hardwary, ties: lumber, fer- 
f setting in a cou < pa Sinse, the miture, ete. otc. Hets it for the 

Cc of DY parhssed 5 Bible Suciety, He hasa Gne teed, and 

| Sotarashenhon cast, from the Mortgage A well fitterl ay stere and residence, heaz 
| Company whe control it, the ee od by hot air, and having tant awh af 
+ | ¢xpemmental farm, which is tab here water onthe premises, The omfnrz 

ry Lusiness under Mr Me business dues not agree with bie, sol 
: Kay, teok another section, ates were ho therefore offer a fine birines op oirg 

conin mate to pasties, aaa | sector i tes man with a melersrc 
» | OUDacres, at @2.(0 an acre, and oda W.R. Goyal as prupricter and mater 

in under Dr, Fons, | \ [tthe Commercial lintel. He put 1 np 
} | Aw pearly as can be Iearmed 1 is the we. |) itt DOCK It haw 16 bed commun, for, belle 

tention of the B: Co., to utihes the ant and sunple roums, snd ts cuufertahly 
large hotel on the a6 8 trumns equipped and kop. Haw a larzo atanie 

after the manner of the Gees | || in cmmection. 


Connecting The place has too bhehenuth 
Farm st the place, [two carpenters, a skating mk dim . 
wo | | affording ap case ev t a the 
country. It 5 ou! thas as tnedical ian, Dr Hane, 
vou ae, epee || the has n wild thet for histert. ory Mr 
Guthrie is the p-hool teach: amt hes 
} re that way. | Papers " eigen aay bed se “ 
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ity of 50,000 bushels, j- ianeare the only detunnmaton whee 
set Daa. thin taro a ue a t held services and asa conse puence thet 
vn bashels capacity of the loongreyation is very strony. 
The town has a Gne The town is in the centry of a on 


ee about Jad muik- in pre 
portion, and asa whole the tau in thi 


trvle, 

Jes, Thompon, homestevlal in the 
carly days of the place, but now keeps a 
hoarding house. 

At. Crawford is a general merchant act 
poet master, havitig tuveral land 

3. P. Marray is alvon general deaker, 
A. J, Avnent came to the in tte 


B. ot | 


SA, nenta, being lo not vxeved $2.4) on s quarter sectoon 
pod pte Nagar paresabraes. poe! a year, to cover schol other cupend- 
tho institutions of she itures, This is aatrong contrast with the 
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quirements of the locality, sores bret bs ips ares fites the price of 

Ww. . & butch eader, aed inn A - 
has ‘tap dd ve hogy pera pag To shnw the crops of this section bar 
does not regret his selection. : nut Leen bad this year, wo may siy thes 

Joseph Glenn Lomesteuled here in the wero 15,1090 buslu lsot ppg leon 
but in 1MNG opened in the hiwery, feed seawon, aud there is still sume in reserye. 
and salo Imsiness and in dons + fro Some of the crop was net gual, let 3) 


bushels per acro was a common , ared 
one MeCallum had 30 heme pene 
eed ee nk Hh Larus 
. pore] cvuntry 
around is cortain to iw aml 

and with it tho town Heel. gis 
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1890 — March 7 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 1 


“Indian Head ... Major Bell of the Indian Head farm, who is in Ottawa, says that he has 
sold the farm south of the tracks for $9 per acre, and is now negotiating for that north 
of the track with an English company for $21 an acre.” 


1890 - March 11 — Regina Leader p. 1 — Brassey operations on former Bell Farm lands 


“INDIAN HEAD. Operations of the Brassey Company — Indian Head Wheat. Indian 
Head. March 10. The manager of the Brassey Company (who have bought a large tract 
of land from the Bell Farming Co.) was in town this week and states that the company 
will begin active operations this spring. In May fifty families from the Old Country will 
be located on the land. A number of teams and cattle have been bought and will be 
here this spring. Building operations will be on an extensive scale.” 


1890 - March 11 — Regina Leader , p. 8 — Bell plans to sell more farm land 


“Major Bell, of the Bell farm at Indian Head, has recently sold that portion of the farm 
south of the C.P.R. track at $9 per acre. He is now negotiating with an English capitalist 
for the sale of the remainder of the farm, including the homestead, at a price 
considerably over $20 per acre.” 


1890 — March 12 — Winnipeg Free Press, p. 5 — Sale of Bell Farm lands and Hotel to Brassey 


“INDIAN HEAD ITEMS..... The future of out little town is brightening. The manager of the 
Massey [sic — should be Brassey] company was in town this week. He states that early in May 
about fifty families will be located on the land bought by that company from the Bell Farming 
company. A number of teams and cattle are bought and will be here early in the spring. The 
headquarters of the company will be in the “brick” hotel, late in the possession of the Bell 
Farming company. Extensive building operations will be begun as soon as the weather opens.” 


1890 — March 13 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 6 — Bell elected 2"? V.P. of Manitoba Rifle Association 
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Meoting Last Night. 


ever one hundred members present. 


Ranidatiog a deficit of 3250 from 1858. 


alocted for the current year: — 
Patron— Sir Donald A. Smith. 


Jos, Wrigley and Mr, Wm. Whyte. 
President—Ool, Villiers, D. A. G, 
Vioe presi _ 
‘Ist; Major 


h; Capt. Brice 95tb. 


offices? aud council. 


_— 


MANITOBA RIFLE CONVENTION. 


OMeors and Conne!l Elected at the Annual 


‘The annual meeting of the Manitoba Rif 
Asmociation was held in Trinity Hall Tuceday 
evening and was largely attended, there bing 


The financial statement for 1689 was pre- 
sented, Jt snowed a anvall balanca to tho cre- 
dit of the assuciation after paying all the ex- 
penses incuried during the year, as well ss 


eo following patrons and officers were 
Vice-patrons—Hon, Mr. Greenway, Mr- 


ell, 90th Riftes, 


A , 2nd. 
Council—Lt.-Col, Herchmer, N. W. M. P., 
Regina; Capt: Wastie, Sist Batt., Brandon; 
Capt. Rutledge, d1st Batt, Virden; Capt. 
Wangh, 95th Batt., Morden; Capt. Sheppard, 
Slat Batt.. P. la P.: Capt. Howden, ‘th; 
on Doidge, W.F.B.; Lieut. Schveider, W, 
= .; Lieut. Benedict. th; Lieut. McLaren, 


A vote of thanks was tendered the retiring 
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1890 — March 22 — Edmonton Bulletin, p.3 — Bell sells part of Farm south of CPR 


“W.R. Bell, of the celebrated Bell farm at Indian Head, has recently sold that portion of the 


farm south of the C.P.R. tracks at $9 per acre. He is now negotiating with an English capitalist 


for the sale of the remainder of the farm, including the homestead, at a price considerably 


over $20 per acre.” 


1890 - March 24 - Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 - A Blue Blooded Horse 


“Major Bell of Indian Head, who has just returned from Great Britain, has brought with him the 
thoroughbred stallion Ovington in whose veins courses the best racing blood of England. The 
horse is from Blush Rose, the winner of the Royal Oaks, by Speculum, winner of the Derby. The 
famous horse Horizon is the sire. Ovington's colour is pure black. While at Toronto for a few 
days the animal was greatly admired by horsemen and it is said that it has not an equal on the 
American continent. Mr. Bell does not intend to put Ovington on the track but will keep him on his 
farm for breeding purposes. Mr. Bell will pass through Winnipeg in a couple of days on the way to 


Indian Head." 


1885 bl. c. Ovington, by ditto 
1886 b. f. Maud Mary, by ditto 
1887 not covered last year - 
1888 ch. f. by Blue Grass 

1889 by ditto - - 


BLUSH ROSE, 
Bred by Mr A. YOUNG, in 1877, got by Speculum, her dam, Hedge Rose, 
by Neptunus, out of Woodbine, by Stockwell. 
1884 b. f. Light and Shade, by Horizon (sent to 
Germany) - 


Mr R. Lumley 


J 
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Source for Blush Rose table: The General Stud Book Containing Pedigrees of Race Horses from the earliest 
Accounts to the Year 1888 inclusive 


1890 — March 25 — Edmonton Bulletin, p. 3 — Sale of Bell Farm to Brassey 


“W.R. Bell, of the celebrated Bell farm at Indian Head, has recently sold that portion of 
the farm south of the C.P.R. track at $9 per acre. He is now negotiating with an English 
capitalist for the sale of the remainder of the farm, including the homestead, at a price 
considerably over $20 per acre.” 


1890 — April 4 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p.1 


“Indian Head... Major Bell has purchased ten Superior press seeder drills through Mr. 
Jos. Glenn, Massey’s agent here.” 


And: 


“Carpenters are at work on the big brick hote! preparing it for the Brassey Co’s men, 
who are expected to arrive shortly.” 


1890 — April 16 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 4 — Major Bell heading south from Winnipeg 
“Major Bell, of Indian Head, was a passenger on the CPR south train this morning.” 
1890 — April 22 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 8 — Death of Major Bell’s mother in Brockville 


“THE REPORTORIAL ROUND — Rev. E. Robson received a telegram last evening, 
informing him, of the sudden death of his mother-in-law, Mrs. Robert Bell, of 
Brockville, Ont. The deceased lady was a daughter of the late Mr. Adiel Sherwood, for 
25 years sheriff of the united counties of Leeds and Grenville. She died at the ripe age 
of 84 years 10 months, having enjoyed the confidence and esteem of all who knew 
her, and the warmest affection of her immediate friends and relatives. Among her 
children are Major Bell, of the Bell Farm, and Mrs. Robson, of this city. - Vancouver 
World, April 17.” 


1890 — May 9 — Qu’Appelle Progress , pou 


“Indian Head ... Between 60 and 70 persons have arrived from England, under the 
auspices of the C.C.&C. Co (Brassey’s Canadian Cooperative Colonization Company), 
who have purchased a large quantity of land from the Bell farm. Farming operations will 
be begun on a large scale at once. Two cars of working oxen came up this week, and 16 
teams of horses are expected in the course of a few days.” 


1890 — June 3 — Regina Leader, p. 1 - Bell President of Liberal-Conservative Association 
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INDIAN HEAD, 


Liberal-¢onserative Mecting.— Mr. Davidecn 
MLA. Adtirenses Bis Constitucut,, 


Ixpian Heap, May $1.—The annual 
meeting of the Liberal-Conservative 
Association was held this afterncon 
in the Connmnercial Hotel. Ay 
McKay, V’resident, in the chair, 

After the adoption of the minutes of 
last meeting, the following gentlemen 
were clected officers for the ensuing year 


W, RB, Bell, President ; 

R. Crawford, int Vico Prosident ; 

A. MeKay, 20d Vico President ; 

A. W. Sherwoo4, Seo'y-Treas. 

Messrs, J. Bunnell, Boyd, Conn, We 
Jolinson, Fishleigh, Mooney, 4, Ewart, 
W. Kirkland, Braithwaite, J. McDonald, 
J, Booch, 'T. Donnelly, T. Jackson, H. 
Bonnycastle, Skinner, W. Stephens, J, 
Sample, P. Dayman, Rt. Todd, D, 
ton, EB. Boone, J. Harvey, W. Douglas, 
were appointed directors 

Resolutions were carried as fullowa :— 

** That the exponses of the -Assosiation 
be raised by voluntary subscription ;" 

“That the officers of the Association be 
a committee to draft a set of rules for the 
order of business meetings ;" 

“That W. RB. Bell, BR. Crawford, W, 
R. Boyd and W. Johnson be delegates to 


|} attend the annual meeting of the Central 


Association at Broadview. 
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1890 — June 5 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , fal (— check for details 


[ Indian Head, Annual meeting of Liberal-Conservative Association held. WR Bell president. ] 


1890 — June 6 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p.1 


“Indian Head... The annual meeting of the Liberal Conservative Association was held in the 


Commercial Hotel, Saturday afternood (sic) A. McKay, president, in the chair... the following 


gentlemen were appointed officers for the ensuing year. W.R. Bell, pres; R. Crawford, 1° vice 
president; A.M. McKay, 2" vice president; A.W. Sherwood, secretary-treasurer ...W.R. Bell, R. 
Crawford and W. Thompson be delegates to attend the annual meeting of the central 


association in Broadview.” 


1890 — June 9 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 2— Major Bell appointed Life Member of Manitoba Field Trials Club (dog 
competitions) 
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PeTicchien Mt ee T Whoo, Vas Net topes 
in them, Fi.ld trials are also assum- 
ing international iimportarce. Mr. P. 
Heywood Losstele, who has probably 
the best kenne! of ectters and pointers in 
England, is sencioy cat a number of dogs to 
compete in the Amerivan Triale. Additional 
interest will be added to the Manitoba Field 
Trials when it ic known that representatives 
from the above named kennel will partici- 
pate in our ‘vocal nner. 

The president and *ecretary-treasurer 
were appointed delegates, with fall power to 
act for the clab, to consalt with the commit- 
tee of the forthcoming previnoial exhibition, 
with o view to holding a bench show of dogs 
in connection with the same. 

Mr. W. Whyte, of the C. P. R ; Mezers, 
Graham and Swinford, of the N.P.R.; Mr. 
W. R. Baker, of the M. & N.W. R.; Mr, E. 
Bali © railway; and Major | 

of were unanimously 
voted honorary life members of the club, for | 
courtesies received. The railway companies 
that the above-named gentlemen are identi- 
fied with have granted mombera the privi- 
lege of carrying their dogs free, on produo. | 
tion of club's cartificate. 

All information, exrtry fcrms, books of 
runsing ruler, etc, can be had by applying | 
to Mr. T. Jehnson, seoretary-treasurer, box | 
1,238, city, 

MATOHES IN THE EAST. | 


nl 


SS a 
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1890 — June 21 — Winnipeg Daily Tribune - List of people “registered with the Manitoba government” — whatever that 
meant in 1890. It includes Major Bell near the bottom of the listing. 


“The following registered recently at the office of the Manitoba government, 30 York Street, 
Toronto: Henry Dunlop..... W.R. Bell, Bell Farm, David Cautelon 7 


1890 - June 21 Winnipeg Tribune - Secretan and Major Bell participate in Lacrosse 
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THAT FUNNY MATCH. 

The old-timers’ lacrosse match in the 
Driving park yesterday afternoon attracted 
three or four hundred eprctatorr. The band 
of the M. I. S. was present, and at intervals 
of the match Be inspiring airs. The 
teams lined u yafter5o clock. His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor appeared 


on the scene, and after a few words of cau- 
tion to the old war-horses, who bad blood in 


not what many expected—ao farce. 


126kb 


1890 — June 21 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Bell, Secretan and other play lacrosse in Winnipeg 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 


FAIR, BUT NOT FUNNY. 


The Old Timers' Lacrosse Match 
Not to be Laugh- 
ed at. 


For some unaccountable reason those who 
L | attended the Incrosse match yesterday after- 


noon at the Cricket club’s grounds expected 


they would evolve out of the gameany amount 
of fun ; for very apparent reasons they were 


| sorely disappointed. The principal ons was | ' 


that there was nothing particularly funny to 


~jlaugh at. It is true the old timers who par- , 


ticipated in the game were supposed to be 


A | relics of bye-gone days and that the majority } 4 


f | being out of practice and having gained con- 
siderable averdupois, the way they would 
amble around the field and run up agains 


Riand pummel each other, and pers-{' 


"| pire, and yell, would be very exhbilarat. 


ing and amusing. But it wasn't. On| 5 


the contrary, the majority of the players 


showed themselves very fair handlers of the| 


ey remain 
Boxer’s picturesque pants, 


Part 1 of 3 108 kb 
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as a result of the afternoon's play. 
The band of the Military School was present 
and discoursed some pretty music during the 
intervalsef the match. After ip hai played 
“Annie Laurie,” th ns, captained re- 
spectively bs Mr. and Mr, Darby 
Taylor, lined up. Both tea 
furm—one wearing stri ‘and 
other flesh-colored ones— r 
or two others appearing in ;spotiess white, em- 
blematic of thei | innocence and he 
jor 


ie we side were, 
chan, 1), E. Jarvis 
A AT . 


Jake Oswald, 
Tom Anderson. John 3. 
P. Clarke and Frank Mor- 
Taylor had under his 
1, )Charle; 
Laren, L. 


rae 


cane. € y conan’, by 
the captains vainly trying to borrow & quarter 
to toss up with, anditwas nob till 5.15 that 
the Lieutenant-Governor fearlessly opened the 
game by throw reckleasly amongst 
the players. gob huld of it, and 
started forthe goal which is controlled by 
Governor Lawler, instead of the goal whic 

W. F. Henderson was valorously waiting to 
vigorously defend. In aminute or two, it waa 
apparent > the spectators that the 
game was not what they expected it 
would be, and as the play proceeded this 
was further painfully demonstrated. Fair to 
raiddling lacrosse was played particular- 
ly brilliant, it istrue, but still not bad enough 


to tickle anybody’s ristbilities. There was 
some rare L- acrosse played, too. 
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Dwight or Charley Arm or Fred Camr- 


, | bell would carry the ball half-way down the 


field, and then suddenly ascertain that they 
had unconsciously dropped it, and the 


Plenemy had picked it up. And so it 


went on for nearly ten minutes. The wind 
ttime—and so were the 


precaution to ar 
called time, 


and Fred 
g themselves on the 


= Za 


of Walk : 

flags, and to Charley Richardson, who 
while Larry Buchan wasn’t thinking, pushed 
it through; time, $ or 11 minutes, Loud 
cheers followed this feat, while the old mare, 
which evidently was favorable to Sec,’s side, 
walked off the field apparently disgusted. 
Boxer gave another hitch to his pants, and 


bh} Bill Henderson took off one of his overshoes, 


while Jake Oswald, who had been induatrzi- 
ously hitting wherever the ball wasa't, laid 
still where.he fell. , 

The third game, which was chiefly dia- 
tinguishable by a number of fine loug throws 
from Mr, Fisher, who was a tower of strength 
on the defence, was not of long duration, and 
after 7 or 8 minutes’ play Sec., by a well- 


| concerted plan of attack—so it is said—got 


Jake Oswald to hit ar the ball, which in o 
misguided mom -keeper thought 
was there; then plieked it up and 
threw it through. 

Time was then called, and everybody went 
homne—the spectators surprised at the fairly 

ood play, but somewhat disappointed in the 

nd, which wasn’t what they expected; the 
players pumped out and sore, but proud of 
thetr achievements on the field; the umpires 


}|—Col. Villiersand F. H. Brydges—relieved 


ot their responsibilities ; the referee, delighted 
that none of his decisions were questioned ; 


+ | and everybody pretty hungry. 
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1890 — June — Visitors Register 
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Number 


Date Name Residence 


Comments 


279 


June 25, | Geo. W. Burbidge | Ottawa 
1890 


Ontario 


280 


. ??? Audette “ 


Ontario 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
1890 — July 26 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 2 — winner of the Bell Cup -Staff Sgt. Inman 


1890 — July 23 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Mention of Bell Cup 


“The ranges will be open to-day, when the Logan, the Association and the Bell Cup matches 
will be shot off. On Thursday the ladies match, the battalion match and the skirmishing match 
will be shot off, which will close the meeting.” 


1890 — July 25 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 4— Winner of the Bell Cup to be decided today 
“The Bell competition, the last on the programme, took place this evening.” 
1890 — July 26 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 2 — Inman winner of the Bell Cup 


| championship series. The intermediate 
| champions are at present the Winnipeg 
Juniors. 

AT THE RANGES, 

Yesterday saw the last shot fired at the 
M. RA. m The Bell competition 
was the last match on the programme, 
Staff-Sergt. lo the highest score, | 
acd wins the for one year, The 
following is the acore 


Score. Prize. 
Stal? Sgt. inweom, , MESES TTT 3 $10 
Stall Sgt. McKay, @th..... “& 7 
| Pte. Tait, Wth............... ‘7 5 
Sgt. Garbott, RSME. wctcsscks “a 5 
Staff-Sgt. Clark, Rth.........+-... as ‘ 
The result of the revolver match is as fol- 
lows: 
Score. Prize 
1. Sgt. Clark ...... » + a 
| 2. Sgt. In ecabavesobwustess a) 
S Pte. Gules. -cuccoesaccesveocbucs 2 4 
CG Bat. Garbetess secs ssicvescteces ] ‘4 
5. Set. . , 23 ‘ 
6& Pte. Macklin ,.......-+-s.sennes 2% 3 
7. Pte. Mitehbell . 2 3 
& Dr. Sutheriand . 2 2 
| & Col, Bedson opaaeels bY 2 
10. Capt. Harris.............. 18 2 


The cight highest in the gracd aggregate 
are Sgt. Macklin, 90th; Sgt. Clark, — 
ag Gallies, 9lst; Pte. Costigan, 90th: 

Huston, 95:h; Pte. McDermaid, Sonn; 
Sgt. Graburn, Slat; Pte. Murray, th: ond 
they will consequently represent Manitoba 
at Ottawa this year. 

“T, PAUL RACKS, 


98 kb 
1890 — Aug. 20 — Winnipeg Tribune, p.___ - Bell Farm harvest begins, as report in 1910, p. 9 
“Twenty Years Ago..... The Bell farm started cutting wheat on Saturday with twelve self 


biners. Major Bell expects 50,000 bushels of wheat.” 
1890 — Aug. 21- Qu’Appelle Vidette , p. 2 — Harvest at Indian Head 


“Indian Head... The crop outlook was never so promising in the Indian Head section. Two 
hundred thousand bushels of wheat is the lowest estimate. Many think three hundred 
thousand will be harvested here. There will be nearly fifty thousand bushels of wheat on the 
Bell Farm alone. Major Bell started cutting on the 19th inst., with twelve binders. The demand 
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for binders has been immense. Harvesting has become general. The Experimental Farm is 
something worth seeing.” 


“Professor Tanner is in town and is staying at the Farmers’ Home, the headquarters of the C.C.C. 
Co.” 


1890 — Aug. 22 — Montreal Gazette. p. 1— Reports of frost in the West are premature 


“WINNIPEG: August 21. — Private dispatches from the east to-day give the first intimation that 
there was a severe frost in Manitoba last night. The facts are that so far the thermometer has 
only reached below the freezing point in two or three places in the province, and no damage has 
practically been sustained in Manitoba. The temperature is higher to-night than, for a week 
past at this hour. All stories about destruction to grain by frost emanate from speculators in 
wheat. Major Bell, at Indian Head, reports that his wheat yield will be 50,000 bushels.” 


1890 — Aug. 28 — Action Free Press, p. 6 — Bell Farm crop report — 50,000 bushels 
“Major Bell, of the famous Indian Head Farm, will have 50,000 bushels of wheat” 
1890 — Aug. 29 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1 — Judge Bell hears strike complaint in court 


The North-West — News Culled for the Progress by our own correspondents — INDIAN HEAD 
— On Monday morning last, seven men under contract with the Canadian Co-operative Co. 
Cp. Left the premises of the Co., and it is said went on strike. They simply took their personal 
belongings, and left the Co.’s service without notice and in violation of their contract. To this 
the manager, Mr. Sheppard, objected, and laid information against them for the desertion of 
employment. Six of them were arrested and brought before Major Bell on Tuesday. Four of 
them pleaded guilty and were fined $10 and costs. Two pleaded not guilty, and were fined 
$15 and costs, the six paying the court $114. When brought into court the reason assigned 
by the men for their action was that the character of the food supplied them was inferior, 
but this was proven to be false, that in fact the food supplied by the Co. was first-class. The 
seventh man was arrested at Portage la Prairie and is bring brought back for trial. The men 
are now thrown upon their own resources and are no doubt saddened and wiser for their 
experience. It is said that they were instigated in their action by listening too much to the 
vapid talk of barroom loafers. 


1890 — Sept. 1 — Sessional Papers — 1891 — Vol. 15, No. 18, p. 18-42 — Indian Agent J.B. Lash’s report on Indigenous 
workers on the Bell and Kaye Farms in 1889 


“The Sioux (Standing Buffalo’s Band) received assistance only during seeding and haying, 
supporting themselves the remainder of the year by their own exertions. These Indians are in 
great demand as farm hands during the harvest season. Last year | had applications for forty 


more than could be supplied; they were working principally on the bell Farm at Indian Head and 
the Kaye Farm at Balgonie.” 


1890 — Sept. 8 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 8— Bell staying at Queen’s Hotel, Winnipeg. 


“PEOPLE IN PARAGRAPHS: .... Major Bell, of Indian Head, is a guest at the Queen’s.. .” 
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1890 — September — Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
281 Sept. 13, | Henry F. Moore ??? Mark Lane 
1890 ??? London, Eng. 
282 Sept. 17, | Mr. & Mrs. Alex Glasgow Scotland 
a&b 1890 Allen 
283 me Miss Allen - 
284 ° Miss Janie Allen . a 
285 . Mr. Claud A. Allen | “ = 


1890- Sept. 30 — Regina Leader , p. 1— Assiniboia Provincial Rifle Association — Major Bell wins various matches 
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ja —————_—________________, 
ASSA. PROV. RIFLE ASS'N. 


second = denaal Meeting A  Snecessful 
Atuir—The Prize Winners, 


Pi ie hove Aue tond Has noel of me "Te MWA WAORS Oo 
niboia Provinei eo Associstion 7 shots each at 200, 500, G00 
begin, Weduantey Ot “dng do N - oe * Bell, . 5 = Ben 
x ; hile telan y —72 | 
Weinoniay wor somewhat guy toon || 4. Katie SP 3h It 
Ho'clock to I, The att from 5, Major ont “eS 33 i e8 | 
outside points was not as large as last . R. Swoet ee 


i] 

. but the interest was keen. The 
arrangements throughout wore most com: | |] f° WW "Wyatt 7am da dics 
plote, thanks to the committee, and i? W. Laurie.,........20 21 14-04 


especially to Mr, J, W. Jowett, the Hon. New aS ie 19-68 | 
Tha pesctedingn woes opened te. | |lde" sr Wedumatrc., ap. ie ances 
ore ¢ . J, Wy Jowett ee ¢ ib 
D. Mowat firing the first shot, with the Extrn Sccles Bei 00 Verde. us 
result of a bull's eye. shots _¢ Three 
The first match on the list was the 1. RJ, Steel ‘ 
* Nursery,” seven shota at 200 yards, iS Bishan Seowehie. <0) “aet | 
eae ers wee rene Se BRD Bek 
THE NURSERY MATCH, A ‘ 
L. Silver Moaa..8. Vander... Baten Woslen Metal, $00 ania. "These 
. ‘| | pea ak Be orge 2” : 1. : ony 
3. 4.00......., O. Walsh.........28 Be Tangs eee e a sesins sus — 
> oan c Pea ma iwea'sde ro $. Captain Harris... ...... il 
* ” ‘ nu Varson. + = 
6 2.00. J, 7. Btemahom...27 Extra Series Match. 500 Yards Three 
y 8.00... pe... shots, ; 
8 1,00 J, H. Willoughby. 26 : me ee VN haath 
% 1.00, J, W, Jowett... 25 3 7 Ww or vas Sia 2 
0. 100 Geo, Jackson 23 mh 7. . HOWE... .. * 
ys ily A Xe asin G. Smalea i Extra Series Match, 00 Yards. Three 
THe LADIES MATOM, abota 
1. John Carson... .. Ww 
or D. Mowat for Mrs. McKay 4 2 LA ; 
R. Steel for W. H, Hunt. 31 a ae ® 
F. Nash for Miss Hamilton ....... eee re Ne ete 
= bbey for Mrs, Ab SHOOND DAY 


A. Carruthers for Mrs. Carruthers 30 The matches were resumed on Thur- 
r Mowat for Mrs. D. Mowat. 30 day morning with ificently fino. 
It. ), Stee! for Mies A. Loek wo weather, a gentle breere ing from 2 
Capt. Harris for Mra. Harvia,..... W|| | | o'clock. 

Kt. Sweet for Miss Sweet... «20 The result of Thursday's shooting is as 
W. Laurie for Mra, Forget..... 27 follows : 

Thhk wow ar WATON : THE MEUT. COVERNON & MATCH, 


63 kb 49 kb 


Sener eeee 
Bi 
i] 


—_ 
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THE LIEUT.cOVERNOR & MATION, 
Seven shots each at 400 yards 
1. Silver Cup & 85.0. F. Mowar.... 51 
2. Cnah 84.00. . o Harris. 0 
a “ 800... 5. T. Stemahorn 00 
& © 3.00... ELA, Carruthers 50 
& “ 2.00... Major Mowat ...20 
6 * 2.00....L, Abbey. ” 
7% 6" —lCO 28... RB. I. Steal, i) 
. "1,00... John Carson . 
- ” aos “ a soap cae 
0 “ LO00....4. EB. Forget... 27 
i OOOO, W. Jowett... 27 
12, "100... W, Laurie. A 
THE GELL MATOR, 
Seven shots each at 00, HU yes. 
1. $10.00 Major Bell... 25 4 | 
2. 6.00 Major Mowat 4 2-4 
a 4,00 M. Meleod.... 26 ist] 
4 3.005, 7. Stemshorn.21 1460 
| 3,000, W, Jowett. 20) 13a 
82.00 Capt, Harria, 19 187 
le 00 Be Willoughby iS ipots 
, &, ° ° lt ~- 
tf LOOK, Sweet.......20 MM 
wb. LOA EF Dd bi 
i «61.00 WALW AT Mel 
12 «LOO, A. Criftith i if 
VOOR PRETDENT MER Ss MATER, 
| Seven shots each at 200, = OO, yee. 
| 1. Clock It. Sweet. .00 1078 
| 2, 8500 BAUrifith * od eri 
| & 400 Major Bell 22 & 74 | <——— 
4‘ 500 Mowat.20 23 ¢1—7i 
| % SOOK J, Swel...28 2 o..70 
6, 200 H.Carruthers 28 So 1472 
| 7. 200 W.Willameon?? 2 14.00 
| ® 1008. Varder....26 27 thi 
% 100 ove, Mosrte S11) 13~08 
1, 100 PF, t as 26 18 1h 
Ll. LOO J. W, Jowett.28 GW i7—m 
12, 100 J. Stemshorn 20 2 Tae 
t Debanes of repent werd vowed) 
99 kb 
1890 — October — Visitors Register 
Number Date Name Residence Comments 
286 Oct. 3, John Speir Newton, Scotland - John Speir, an agricultural authority and founder of 
1890 Glasgow milk-recording in Scotland, visited the Bell Farm as a member of 
the 1890 tenant-farmer delegation. 
287 = Pierre Foursin Paris France — invited to join the Tenant-Farmer Delegates by the 
Canadian High Commissioner to France 
288 i John T. Wood Halwood, England - Amember of the Tenant-Farm Delegation from Great 
Lancashire Britain. 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 


8 September 2024 


289 Ps Geo. Brown Walter A member of the Tenant-Farm Delegation from Great Britain. 
Caithness, 
Scotland 
290 Wm. Scotson Moberley Hill England - A member of the Tenant-Farm Delegation from Great 
Lpool Britain. 
291 = Major Stevenson N.I. Delegate, Northern Ireland - A member of the Tenant-Farm Delegation from 
London Great Britain. 
292 . Primrose Ongar, Essex England - A tenant-farmer invited to join the Tenant-Farm 
McConnell Delegation from Great Britain. 
293 a Geo. H. Campbell Winnipeg Manitoba George Huestis Campbell (b. 1858) was at one time a 
Ticket Agent and later the General Immigration Manager of the 
C.P.R. in Winnipeg. He visited the Bell Farm on October 3, 1890, 
as a guide to the Tenant-Farmer Delegates. A year later he 
became a primary investor and the General Manager of the 
Winnipeg Electric Street Railway Company 
294 Oct. 8, E. Robson New Rev. Ebenezer and Mrs. Ellen M. Robson, stationed primarily in 
1890 Westminster, British Columbia, where Rev. Robson served as a Methodist 
B.C. minister 
295 ° Ellen M. Robson 7 Wife of Ebenezer Robson, and half sister of Major bell 
296 “ John H. Bell Brockville, Ont. 


1890 — Supreme Court of the NWT — Law Suits 


SAB Microfiche | District Conflicting Parties Year(s) Comments 
File Box Court / 
Reference | Supreme 
Court of 
NWT 
1701 | DO2 SCNWT Brine McDonald 1890 Is “H” a typo for “R”, or 
43/90 Vs. is W.H. bell another 
W.H. Bell person? (also files 1753, 
1755, 1838) 
1741 K 02 SCNWT A.J. Osment 1889-1890 
83/90 Vs. 
T. Marston 
1745 | LO2 SCNWT A.J. Osment 1890-1891 | CCCC was part of the 
87/90 Vs. Brassey Farm operation 
Canadian Co-operative 
Colonization Co. 


1890 — Oct. 3 — Sessional Paper — 1891, Vol. 4, No 6, p. 6-104 Visit of Tenant-Farmer Delegates to Canada from England — 
report from G.H. Campbell 
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS WITH BRITISH PARM DELEGATES IN 
MANITOBA AND NORTH-WEST. 


(Mr. G. H. Camppe.r.) 


Orrawa, 25th December, 1890. 


Sir,—I have the honour to submit herewith a report of my trip through Canada 
in company with the British Farmer Delegates as follows :— 

At your request I left Winnipeg on 7th September, and came to Ottawa where 
I met delegates, Messrs. Wood, Simmons, Scotson and Pitt on the 15th, and in 
company with yourself we all left same night for Toronto to attend the Industrial 
Exhibition at that place. 

On arrival there we were joined by delegates Messrs. Spiers, Brown, Murphy, 
Edwards, Daniels, Hutchinson and Col, Fane, who had arrived there in advance of 
the others, and were in charge of Mr. Small, secretary of your Department. The 
next day Major Stevenson arrived, thus completing the party of thirteen in all. The 
following are the names and addresses of the party:— 


John T. Wood, Halewood, Lancashire, England. 
Wm. Scotson, Mosley Hill, Liverpool do 


H. Simmons, Reading, London do 
R. Pitt, Ilminster, Somersetshire do 
Geo, Daniels, Norfolk do 
(seo, Hutchinson, Penrith, Cumberland do 
Col. F. Fane, Fulbeck, Lincolnshire do 


Wm, Edwards, Ruthvin, Wales 

John Spier, Newton, Glasgow, Scotland, 

Geo. Brown, Caithness do 

Major D, W, Stevenson, Londonderry, Lreland. 

E. R. Murphy, Tralee do 

P, Foursin, Paris, France. 

Atter spending two days at the Exhibition at Toronto, we left for Winnipeg in 

the private sleeping car “Gatineau,” in charge of porter Sam, Gray, kindly placed 
at our disposal by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. 


1890 — Oct. 3 — Visit of Tenant-Farmer Delegates to Canada from England (1891 report to Gov. of Canada, Dept of 
Agriculture — by George Brown, p. 33) — Bell Farm, although greatly reduced, is still very large, and has a 27 mile 
circumference. Also reference to the Brassey Farm, which was carved out of the original Bell Farm. 


Our next stop is at Regina, the capital of the North-West, 
visiting Indian Head on our way. Here is situated the North-West 
Experimental Farm, as also the famous Bell and Brassey Farms. The 
Bell Farm is a big undertaking—much too big for one man to carry out 
the work with economy. It is 13,000 acres in extent, and takes a ride 
of 27 miles to go round it. There are 1,600 acres under wheat this 
year, and Major Bell expects to put in 3,000 acres next year. The 

roduce is about 25 bushels per acre, and the cost of production from 
84 to $5 per acre, There is risk ven Sig per cent. lost by frost, 
which might be saved to a considerable extent if the farm was 
divided into holdings of one-twentieth the size. One furrow outwards 
and another homew: ‘ds is the half-day’s work fo- a man and pair of 
horses, The climate is unsuitable; that is, it is too big a risk to 
have a grain farm pure and simple so far west and north, although 
mixed farming would leave money. 

The Brassey Farm has just been started, and consists of 40,000 
acres, A commencement has been made by establishing a fair lot of 
Clydesdale mares, the intention being to breed horses of greater bone 
and substance, which will soon: be required for farm purposes. There 
is also a fair herd of cattle. The land is fair. Grain-growing is also 
to be taken up as time goes on. 


ae ~ 


1890 — Oct. 3 — Visit of Tenant-Farmer Delegates to Canada from England — report from Arthur Daniel, p. 13, and 18-19 
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THE “REPORT OF MR. ARTHUR DANIEL, 
172, Dereham Road, Norwich. 


Harvie been chosen by Sir C. Tupper as one of the farmer delegates 
to visit Canada for the purpose of ascertaining the resources of the 
country and its suitability for emigrants, I have to report that 
1 left Liverpool on the 28th of August, in ‘the Allan steamship 
“Ci iau,’.and arrived in Montreal on the Sth of September. 
As this rt will doubtless be read by many who have no idea 
of the éxtent of the Dominion of Canada, I will briefly describe the 
extent of our journey. From Montreal we travelled to Ottawa and 
Toronto, where we were met by Mr. G. H. Campbell, who acted as 
pilot for the remainder of the journey. 

' Having had a special railway car placed at our service, our pilot, 

ve the word of command, “ All aboard.” and we started for the Great 

Yorth-West. After having travelled some 700 miles, and when near 
Thunder Bay—remarkable for its grand scenery—we experienced one 
of the many slight railway accidents so often heard of in the New 
World ; but luckily for us, it proved to be comparatively harmless, for, 
with the éxception of the engine leaving the track, and the five hours’ 
-delay, nd one in the train suffered further inconvenience than having 
one’s breakfast emptied into one’s lap. Then we proceeded on our | 
Md sePboiae ig, ei nig 2 Repina'Prince Al Sern City, . 

innedosa, Saltcoats, Portage-la-Prairie, ina, Prince Calgary, 

Banff, New Westminster, Vancouver, and Victoria. Thence we sbaeat 
our steps to Old England, where I arrived on the 22nd of November, - 
| having travelled 16,000 miles by water and rail, and 1,000.by road, _ | 


. A ———" saree. | | 


p. 13 (above) G.H Campbell as Delegate Tour Guide from Toronto westward. 


“Phenép we went to Indian Head, where is situated the famous 
Farm, which, like most other great ions in. farming 2 
ranching, appears to be a failure, though what cause it is difficult 
to say. We were told by some that it is owing to mismanagement, and 


" Mr. Arthur Dantels Report. 19 


from what I saw I quite believe that a great deal may be attributed to 
this cause: Moreover, we heard of absurd things being practised on one 
-of these large farms further west, such as buying 40 new water-carts 
for the purpose of watering the érops when the sun was 90 degrées in 
the shade, It is said that the season in 1889 being dry, an ws 
tried as an expériment. We here obtained information that the 
chief of the land adjoining the railway from Virden to Broadview 
is held, by s tors. This will prove a serious drawback to settle- 
ment; for, like Winnipeg, these places aré at a standstill, as the new 
settlers are obliged to take up land.a léng way from the mil. But 
this will right itself, as all this unsold land is subject to taxation. At 
Regina we saw some very fine a ‘of roots and potatoes, which 
were good all through the North-West. From Regina to Calgary the 
land appears to be of the same character. Prince Albert, to which the 
rail had been only just opened, is destined to become a risitig place. 
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1890 — Oct. 3 — Visit of Tenant-Farmer Delegates to Canada from England — report from Henry Simmons, p. 92-93 


in a country where straw js not valued as 3 manure. We left Portage 
on Thursday evening, arriving at Indian Head on Friday morning, and 
having breakdfasted at the Commercial Hotel, went at once over the 
Government Experimental Farm, carried on here under the 
ment of Mr, Mackay exactly on the same lines as those already described 
at Ottawa and Brandon, and certain)y with equal credit to him‘as regards 
skill, The land is of better quality, but the climate more backward. 
Here an excellent lunch was prepared for our party, and great 
hospitality shown to us by Mr. and Mrs. Mackay. 

. We then started to see the world-wide known Bell Farm, 
formerly consisting of 53,000 acres, but not proving a success, the | 
land was sold, some 13,000 acres being purchased by the then manager, 
Major Ball, and the remainder by a colonisation society under Lord 
Brassey. A very heavy storm of rain and hail coming on, we could 
not do justice to ey 's farming, as, unfortunately for him, we 
entered on the side of his holding on which all his wheat was badly 
frosted, much standing uncut and horses and cattle feeding on it, and 
the other cut green and made into stacks for fodder. The storm was 
so heavy that we turned back, and did not see his finer and better 
wheats, of which he had grown 1,400 acres, and hoped next year to 
grow 3,000 acres and 200 acres of oats. We saw at his house, which 
with the buildings was remarkably good, some good samples of the 
corn grown this season. The Colonisation Society’s Farm comprises 
60 sections of 640 acres each, but as it was only started in May last 
little work has been done beyond the erection of a manager's house, 
buildings, and cottages. The idea is for English labourers to be assisted 


Mr. Henry Simmonds Report: » 93 


to emigrate, work on the farm for a year, and then settle according 
to ability on portions of the land unbroken, hom being extended 
in easy instalments over several years. It will be interesting to see how 
this iment answers, We saw some English Shire horses, and - 
noticed 500 Shorthorn cattle in one field. This neighbourhood is not 

‘ equal to that we had just left, and as we rejoined our car at threo 
o'clock in the afternoon and travelled towards Regina, we passed 
through prairie land of rather poor quality, little wood upon it, and 
very few settlers. - 

The cost of producing a crop of wheat from sowing to the delivery 
into the eleyator is estimated throughout Manitoba at from 28s. to 30s, 
an acre. ' ; 

We reached Regina, but made no stay there this time, going ona 
250 miles journey by train to Prince Albert, arriving there on Sunday 
morning after a somewhat unintercsting travel through a flet prairie 


1890 — Oct. 3 — Visit of Tenant-Farmer Delegates to Canada from England — report from George Hutchinson, p. 40 
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. From Portage-la-Prairie we continued our journey westward, on 
the main line of the Canadian Pacific; the first halt being at Indian 
Head, in Assiniboia, 314 miles west of Winnipeg. Near Indian Head 
are situated the Bell Farm, the Farm of the Brassey Colonisation | <——— 
Company, and the Government Experimental Farm. We visited these 
farms, but as our inspection was made in an almost continuous down- 
pour of rain, we could hardly do them justice. I noticed that some 
of the wheat on the Bell Farm had been much damaged by frost, and 
consequently was a very poor sample. The new railway from i 
northward having just been completed, we travelled over it as far as 
Prince Albert. Notwithstanding the deluge of rain from above, and 
the unlimited amount of mud below, the next day was spent in seein 
the surrounding country. .We were shown some very good samples o 
wheat and barley. The cattle also appeared to be healthy, in good 
condition, and more numerous than I expected to find them in a district 
which had, until recently, been so very remote from any railway commu- 
nication. Prince Albert was the most northerly point reached durin 
our tour in Canada, On our return to Regina we attended an exhibi- 
tion of roots and vegetables, among which were some remarkably fine 
specimens. North of Regina there are two or three small stock ranches. 


1890 — Oct. 3 — Visit of Tenant-Farmer Delegates to Canada from England — report from Major Stevenson, p. 28 


representative of those I saw. All were contented. At Indian Head, 
I visited the experimental farm, and was - own every attention 
by Mr. Mackay. This farm will prove of reat benefit to the 
agriculturists of the North-West Territories; the | :ineipal is a wry oJ 
practical man, whose whole heart is devoted to the work in which he is 
engaged. I visited the celebrated Bell farm. This farm is entirely a 
given a to wheat-raising; the fields are of immense size—some i 

four miles in h—the buildings on the farm are very good, the 

of excellent q , and well cultivated. After leaving Major Bell’s, 
I visited what is known as the Brassey Farm. This is a property 
recently taken up by a Colonisation Company, of which Lord Brassey is 
chairman. They have acquired some 60 sections, or upwards of 38,000 
acres, and considerable a. are being made for the reception of 
emigrants. I arrived at Prince Albert on Sunday, 5th October. The 


1890 — Oct. 3 — Visit of Tenant-Farmer Delegates to Canada from England — report from John Speir, p. 42 


on to Neepawa. Here another’ day was passed seeing the farms and 
interviewing the farmers, after whichwe moved on to Portage-la- 
Prairie, where another day was spent egy Seg and people. 
Here we again. ,joined the Canadian Pacific Railway, which was 
followed to Indian» Head, where we examined-the Dominion Govern- 
ment og ge Farm, the Bell. Farm, and the Brassey Farm. 
Leaving Indian Head, we'went on to Regina, where a short stay was 
made, and. thence by a:.new branch-line just finished we passed on to 
Prince Albert. Having.had a day’s driving round Prince Albert, we 
again returned to Regina, where an exhibition of roots, vegetables, &c,. 


1890 — Oct. 3 — Visit of Tenant-Farmer Delegates to Canada from England — report from William Scotson, p. 58 
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58 The Agricultural Resources of Canada, 


‘Winnipeg, and these lines are fast throwing out branches. The lines 
west of Winnipeg, and tributary to it, gate 2,800 miles, where 
only ten years ago there was not a single mile in operation, Win- 
nipeg appears destined to become one of the greatest commercial 
centres on the American Continent. I am convinced of this fact 
when I try to realise the future of Manitoba and the great North- 
Western territories. This great plain of prairie land, stretches from 
Winnipeg to Calgary, or near to the far-famed Mountains, a 
distance well on to 1,000 miles, through which the ian Pacific 
Railway track runs. All along this line of railway are agricultural 
towns and stations springing up. At many of these, such as Brandon, 
Regina, Calgary, &ec., there are grain elevators to receive the grain 
as soon as it is threshed from the fields or stacks; also stores of 
every kind, and hotels and boarding houses, mostly built of wood. 
My readers will please remember 1,000 miles is a long way, and 
I have only mentioned three towns as illustrating quite a number 
of others, such as Portage-la-Prairie, a town of 3,000 inhabitants, 
and situated on the Assiniboine River, with in elevators, flour 
mills, stores, &c. From Regina a branch railway runs north-west 
for 180 miles towards Prince Albert. Amongst the other towns. 
are —_ City, Minnedosa, Medicine Hat, Wolseley, Indian Head, 
&e., on lines of railway. At Indian Head is situated another 
Government experimental farm, which is aang ong over by Mr. McCoy, 
a thoroughly practical man, well fitted for his rom. In the same 
neighbour. are the great Bell Farm and the Lord Brassey Farm, +—_____ 
with their studs of horses and thousands of acres of land. All these 
places I visited: and when I tell my readers that ten years ago the 
sites of nearly all of them were unbroken, wild, prairie land, without a 
sign of civilization, they may begin to form some idea of the thousands 
upon thousands of acres of this same kind of prairie land still untouched 
in Manitoba and the North-West territories, and yet these regions 
are now beginning to export grain to the markets of the globe. 
Therefore, I fee] that 1 am bg scant eg to this great plain, 
stretching from Winnipeg to Calgary, w I say, that it is now 
only beginning to be realised that hers will be the great wheat- 
growing district, the of Canada. But it is not only grain 
that is- grown here; I was driven over fully a thousand miles in 
light conveyances, diverging from some of the towns mentioned, and 
in my travels found potatoes everywhere, grown by all classes of 
settlers, from the large farms like Sir Donald Smith’s, near Winnipeg, 


1890 — Oct 7 — Regina Leader — p. 1— Report on Assiniboia Provincial Rifle Association competition - (continuation from 
previous week) — results include references to Major Bell’s achievements. Prizes awarded at the Lansdowne Hotel, 


Regina. 


8 September 2024 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 


| 


BERR EEESSCRETRZIS ERE SS 


Tilt|o Hi 


= 


YT] 
igsaans 2 shane 


= . . 
. - 


Tere dale 
Sade a3 siz 


8 aaase 


136 112 87—336 


THE GRAND AGGREGATE PRIZES, 


| 


OCTOBER 7, 1890 


wn 


gsiiiuiiiadidinatisddiihs 


@ gqaqaigasaan qsentaass 
Byer: ots Seb US 2: 


: fd 


oF 
8: 
3 se: 


ae 


ibeu 
ie 


#3 = 
Pee - E ee 
a- ceee ° =e es 
Baud. HI 
aot dvddeds E74 seacs: 


1890 — Oct. 14 — Regina Evening Leader, p. _- Indian Head Fair — Major Bell’s prizes 
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Hl The principle prizes iu the classes for 


INDIAN HEAD Silow. i oe en ? g 
—- est stallion (with registered 
The Agricultural Sooiety hold their || | medigree)—1 Major Bell. : = 
annual meoting on Thursday, aud taking | Best heavy draught stallion, with royis- 


into consideration the bad state of the | tered pedigroo —1 Graham & Giloan, 


Best heavy draught brood mare, with , 
roads owing to the heavy rains the con! registered pedigree. —1 Major Bell, ‘| <«——— 
mittee are to be congratulated on tho re- Best heavy draught stallion, not thur- | 


sults. Tho classes for horses wore well | oughbred. —1 T Skinner. | 
contested, the quality of most of tho ox- mn oo nea aon A se not less than ; 
hibits being of tho very best. ‘Cho num- ||| ~ bow pov dcageht filly 

ber of cattle shown ow small but tho : Hest ene L —_ 4 
quality good. Especial notice should bo 7s . 


; ; 
taken of a five month old calf, a pure bred Best heavy draught filly or gelding, 1 | 
polled Angus, shown by Mr, T, letarae yoar old, —W. Williamson, : 


Sheep and pigs wore very good but th Best cult of 1x90, sired by “Motireyor ' 

ultry claeaca wero a ita tae ee, Isay,” apocial by I Glenn, $18.00,--1° 
hibition of roots, vogotables, grain, otc., , : sporgae 1 Hi LR! 
was held in the town hall and was vory | est gonoral purpory stallion.— 
creditable. Tho Indian department was ;| | Grbam. 1 Tho ' 
extra goud, Agont Geant being well to the | Beat gonoral purposo team.—1 Tho 
front in tho quality ofthe various exhibits | C.C.C. Co, 
vf the Indians under his charge. ‘Tho Best pair carriage horses in harness, —C 
Jacio’s departmout brought out somo ver Bonestoil. ~ 
fine specimons of fancy work aud pose’ Bf Best single horse in harness.-+l R | 
tim was strong in most classes, Butts, odd. Li 
v rc tables and rvots wore of A. 1 quality. Best saddle horse. —1 J Love. y 

he exhibit of the Exparimental Farm Best pony under 14} hands.--1 W RI 

was a groat credit to the managor aud his ya. . 
assistants. Tho arrangoniont of the Best rider, special by G P Murray, -1 
splendid varictios was very good and or: Miss Cameron. 
namental, 


1890 — Oct. 23 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p.__ 


“Local Happenings (Fort Qu’Appelle) ... Major Bell met with a terrible misfortune on 
Tuesday, in the matter of the loss by fire of one of his barns and contents — about 2,000 
bushels of grain it is said.” 


1890 — Oct. 24 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. __—check for details 


“Indian Head... Seventh annual agricultural exhibition” [Winners include “horses — bloods — stallion 
WR Bell, J. Glenn (protested)” Brood mare, WR Bell; Team, CCC Co, WR Bell.] 


1890 — Oct. 25 — Edmonton Bulletin, p. 1 — Bell Farm fire burns crops while threshing 


“Three thousand bushels of wheat were burned at the Bell farm on Tuesday. The fire 
was caused by sparks from threshing.” 


1890 — November — The Nor’West Farmer and Miller, p. 656 — Major Bell member of Clydesdale Assoc. of Ont. 


“THE FARMER has received from Secretary Wade of the Clydesdale Horse Association 
of Ontario........ The list of members..... includes..... and Major Bell, Indian 
head, Assa.” 


1890 — Nov. 14 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 2 - Law Suit over apparently former Bell farm machinery and 
equipment (NOTE” is this the same Bell farm as at Indian Head?) 
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“CIVIL CASES. The Commercial Bank vs. Bissett — The plaintiffs became the possessor under a 
chattel mortgage of an engine and separator which had been in use upon the Bell farm, and 
which they agreed to sell to the plaintiff for $1,200, taking his two notes in settlement. At 
maturity payment was refused and this action was then commenced. Th defence set up is, that 
Mr. Harvie, the agent of the bank is selling the machine warranted to be in good order and to 
work satisfactorily, which it failed to do, and the defendant set up a counter claim for damages 
occasioned for loss of time and money on account of the machine not coming up to the 
warranty. The case was not concluded when the court rose and will be resumed to-morrow. R. 
Cassidy and Mr. Henderson appear for the bank; J.S. Ewart, Q.C., and Mr. Sifton for the 
defendant. 


1890 — Nov. 25 — Regina Leader, p. 1 — Movement to buy the Bell Farm Mill and Elevator 


“INDIAN HEAD. Indian Head, Nov. 18. —-A movement is on foot to organize a “Farmers Joint 
Stock Milling and Elevator Company” to purchase the mill and elevator. It is to be hoped that 
the enterprise will be successful as it will be a great benefit not only to the town but to the 
farmers. The situation for a mill is one of the best, as there is plenty of wheat grown in the 
district to keep a mill running full time and the water supply is amply sufficient also. A public 
meeting is to be called to try and float the scheme.” 


1890 - Nov 26 1890, Manitoba Free Press, p.6- Major Bell in Winnipeg en route to Europe 


“Major Bell arrived in the city Monday from the Bell farm and reports that the crop 
there threshed out nearly all No. 2 hard. He estimates that his crop will run from 30 to 
35 bushels to the acre and he has decided instead of shipping east to start his mill in 
operation for the winter. Major Bell intends visiting Monte Carlo his winter where he 
made such a successful shoot in the International pigeon match last year losing the 
Grand prize by his last bird dying within a few feet outside of the limits.” 


1890 — Nov. 27 — Brandon Sun, p.4 — Bell farm machinery law suit: Commercial bank vs. Bissett 


“THE ASSIZES — CIVIL — Commercial Bank vs. Bissett. Notes: Henderson and Matheson (sic) for 
plaintiffs, Sifton and Philip for defendant. ..... The Cases of Commercial bank vs. Bissett and 
Commercial bank vs. Foster were decidedly interesting to the farming public. It appears that 
threshing machines that had been in use on the Bell farm were brought to Brandon and sold. 
One was purchased by Mr. Fisher, of Elton, and another by Mr. Bissett, of Cornwallis. Suit was 
entered to collect amount of account. The claims were resisted on the ground that the 
machines were not up to the warranty. The plaintiffs claimed that no warrant was given. On 
the cases going to the jury that body decided that body decided (sic) a verbal warrant had 
been given. This was the point at issue. A further hearing will be taken before the full court. 
Henderson & Matthews (sic) and Cassidy for the plaintiffs, and Sifton & Philip and Ewart for 
the defendants.” 


1890 — Dec. 6 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 8 — Bell to operate grist mill at Indian Head 


“THE REPORTORIAL ROUND ... . It is said that Major Bell will run the grist mill at Indian 
Head this winter.” 
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1890 — Dec. 16 — Regina Leader , Dp. —Wm. Crispin managing Bell Farm 


The Leader of 16 December 1890 had reported: “Mr. Wm. Crispin from Barrie Ont. who 
has been managing the Bell Farm for Major Bell called on the LEADER a few days ago. 
He is much pleased with the appearance of the Regina district, especially with the 
Qu’Appelle Valley, which he was shown by Mr. J. W. Young last week. He will remain 
here and probably start a ranch. He has entered for land.” - Source: John Sled: 
Lumsden Snapshots, 2017 edition, p. 298 


1890 — Dec 23 — Regina Leader — p. 8 — Twenty carloads of wheat sold 
“The first train load of twenty cars of the Bell Farm wheat left Indian Head on Friday.” 
1890 — Dec., 25 — Report of G.H. Campbell, on the Delegates Tour to Canada, including the Bell Farm 


p. 101 — date and list of delegates 


next day Major Stevenson arrived, thus completing the party of thirteen in all. The 
following are the names and addresses of the party :— 


John T. Wood, Halewood, Lancashire, England. 
Wm. Scotson, Mosley Hill, Liverpool do 


H. Simmons, Reading, London do 
R, Pitt, IIminster, Somersetshire do 
Geo, Daniels, Norfolk do 
Geo, Hutchinson, Penrith, Cumberland do 
Col. F. Fane, Fulbeck, Lincolnshire do 


Wm. Edwards, Ruthvin, Wales 
John Spier, Newton, Glasgow, Scotland. 


Geo. Brown, Caithness do 

Major D, W, Stevenson, Londonderry, Ireland. 

E. R. Murphy, Tralee do 

P, Foursin, Paris, France, 67 kb 


p. 104 — references to “Major Bell, of the famous Bell Farm”, and the Experimental Farms 


been there some 21 years, | believe. and has a very fine farm. We lett Portage la 
Prairie that evening (Messrs. Scarth and Eden having gone to Winnipeg, and Mr. 
Daly to Brandon), and next morning we arrived at Indian Head, and were met by 
Mr. McKay, Superintendent of the Experimental Farm, and Major Bell, of the famous 
Bell Purm. The day being wet prevented our doing full justice to Indian Head, 
although we drove over the Government farm, and part of the Bell farm. Both Mr. 
McKay and Major Bell did all they could for us while there, and Mrs. McKay in her 
own inimitable style, furnished us with an excellent lunch. We left Indian Head 
that night by freight train, and went on to Regina, where we stayed for the night; 
und Saturday morning at seven o'clock started for Prince Albert, on the new line of 
railway just opened. Mr. N. F. Davin, M.P., and editor of the Regina Leader 
accompunied us. We arrived in Prince Albert Saturday night, or rather at three 


100 kb 


1891 


1891 — Jan. 14 — Winnipeg Free Press, p 8: - Major and Mrs. Bell sick while visiting Winnipeg. 
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"Major and Mrs. Bell, of Indian Head, have been at the Queen's for some weeks, both 
being very ill. The major is able to get around for a little while each day, but Mrs. Bell 
unfortunately is confined to her room." 


1891 — Jan. 20 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Major Bell is healthy again and working in Winnipeg. 
“PEOPLE IN PARAGRAPHS — Major Bell is able to be out attending to business.” 
1891 — Jan. 22 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p.1 


(Jan. 22, 1891 “present proprietors of The Progress ... will in future conduct the business recently 
carried on by the late proprietor ...” [Politics, support the present Federal Administration. Owner 
G.S. Davidson, MLA. The former statement below the masthead about supporting prohibition is gone] 


The Western World January 1891 p.9,10&11 “The District of South Qu’Appelle” — by G.S. 
Davidson, M.L.A. — illustrations of Bell Farm 
work and section on the Bell Farm (p. 10 far 
right column & p. 11 far left column) — very 
extensive report — also refers to breeding 
Clydesdale horses — need to rescan, poor copy 


1891 — April 9 — Brandon Mail, p. 2 — Bells at Sessional Dinner, Winnipeg — probably Major Bell from Indian Head, but 
might refer to another Major and Mrs. Bell. 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


SESSIONAL BINNER, 
The Invited Guests, 


The following ladies and gentlemen 
were invited to dinner at Government 
House on Thursday last: Mr. and Mrs. 
J. S. Tupper. Rev. Prof. and Mrs. Hart, 
Mr. A. F. Martin, M.P.P., and Mrs. 
Martin, Mr. and Mrs. Duncan Macarthur, 


and Mrs. L. A. Hamilton, Mr. Thomas 

Gelly, M. P. P., and Mrs. Gelly, Mr. 

and Mrs, W. H. Culver, Mr. Martin 

Jerome, M. P. P., and Mrs. Jerome, 

Hon. J. W. Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. W. R. 

Baker, Mr. W. Lagimodiere, M. P. P.. 

and Mrs. Lagimodiere, Mr. and Mrs. T. 

H. Gilmour, Mr. Roger Marion, M. P. P. 
and Mrs. Marion, Mr. and Mrs. Jas. 

Hogg, Miss Hogg, Mr. Thomas Nor- | 
quay, M.P.P., ad Mrs. Norquay, Rev. 
t and Mrs. Semmens, Mr. E. Winkler, 

M. P. P., and Mrs. Winkler, Mr. and 

Vrs. Acton Burrows, Major and Mrs. 

_____»!] Ba Mr. Finlay Young, MP. P., Mr. 

T. H. Smith, M.P.P., and Mrs. Smith, 

Mr. Darby Taylor, Mr. G. W. RB, Alion, 

Mr. H. Humphrey Hill, Mr. Betournay, 

Mr. Salisbury-Trelawny, Mr. Auger, A. 

De, 

—_- => 
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1891 — May — Indian Head Presbyterian Church - Communion Register — Mrs. Bell 


“4 “a ; ; 
OAs 
ae a Wes Apsirreo, ; 


— yee 


Communion Roll of 


Lresbyterian Chuveh in Canada, 


How « 


} 
ir] How axp Wires Rewovan, — | ATTENDANCE ON COMMUNION. 
rears 


— - ~ — ee _ eee a y4, isfy } 4 4 At | T | 
M s| eee he tor | | feZ | | | | 
: | 
| d | | 


REMARKS. 


t 4 Cp ye SEP th. hMilbprinn Eng ED 
Is[Aeyt Lbs PSE || 


1891 — May — Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
297 May 26, R. Auzias-Tureme Grenoble 
1891 (France) 


1891 - Chief Cegakin (Carry The Kettle) 
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Relocates band to Indian Head area from Cypress Hills (Source: 


http://www.sicc.sk.ca/archive/bands/bcarry1.html 


1891 — Philip Leech comes to the Bell Farm from England, and remains with Major Bell until the farm closed in 1896. 


“The Bell Farm was home for Philip for seven years. Major Bell operated this seven section 
enterprise in a military way. He had twenty men and eighty horses involved in the operation. 
Resourceful “green horn” Philip soon learned about the operation and became a foreman after 
two years. Life was alittle on the rugged side. The men were housed in a bunkhouse that was 
often referred to as the coldest “sleeping quarters in the West.” When it was -40 outside, it 


would be -42 inside those stone walls. Their winter diet consisted of salt pork and soda biscuits. 


One of the winter pastimes was catching pigeons, which roosted on the roof of the barn. Major 
Bell soon saw the pigeons as a source of income. One time he had 600 of them killed and 
shipped to Winnipeg for the restaurant trade. 


It just so happened that one of the employees of the Bell Farm was Pauline Fisher.” [She was a 
Métis and later married Philip Leech.] 


Source: “The Philip Leach Family — the first 100 Years”, 2003 edition, p. 1 


1891 — June 25 — Canada Census — William R. (46) and Kate A. (40): 


OENSUS OF CANADA, 1891. x 8 . RECENSEMENT DU CANADA, 1891. 
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Indian Head area farms — Source: Aug. 10, 1891 report: Western Canada and the Great Resources. 


I examined the Indian Head and Regina districts very thoroughly. The surface 
is level. The soil is heavier than that of the Brandon and Portage la Prairie districts. 
I should characterize it as a clay loam: It does not bake, but is soft and mellow and 
works easily. That it is rich can be seen from the crops and enormous garden vegetables 
it produces. To the south of Regina there is excellent grazing country. The water 
supply of Western Assiniboia is somewhat interesting. Farmers have dug 100 feet 
deep without reaching water, whereas at 25 feet from the first well an abundant supply 
has been obtained at a depth of not more than 40 feet. In one locality where there 
seems to have been difficulty in getting water, an excellent flowing well has been struck. 


In 1903, Knechtel reported this anecdote from his 1891 trip: 
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Mr. Kyecate..—I have been intensely interested in these papers and I am very 
glad to know that the work of planting shelter belts in the North-west has been 
attended with such satisfactory results. I remember travelling through Manitoba and 
the North-west Territories a few years ago before this planting had begun. I was at 
the Experimental Farm at Indian Head and visited also the Experimental Farm at 


CANADIAN FORESTRY ASSOCIATION 71 


Brandon. Now, when I was at Indian Head Mr. McKay showed me where he had 
planted some seeds in front of his house and then he took me round the pond and he 
showed me where the seeds had begun to grow on the other side of the pond. The wind 
had blown the seeds out and had carried them across the pond. 


I was at the hotel in Regina. Major Bell came down there one morning and he 
said to the hotel keeper: ‘I have some more land.’ ‘ Well,’ the hotel keeper said, ‘I 
should think that a man with 4,000 acres had enough.’ Major Bell said: ‘I could not 
help getting this land because there was a high wind last night and it blew the Exper- 
imental Farm over to my property.’ The hotel keeper said: ‘ Are you going to keep it?’ 
‘No,’ replied Major Bell ; ‘the wind may change to-night and blow it all back.’ 


Source: Report on the 4 Annual Meeting of the Canadian Forestry Association, 1904. 
By A.C. Knechtel, of Albany, New York (Forest, Fish & Game Commission) 


1891 — July 2— Qu’Appelle Progress, p __ (extracts) — check for details 


[ Annual Meeting of the Central Liberal-Conservative Association at the Immigration Building 
in Qu’Appelle.] 


“The following is a list of the officers elected for the ensuing year: President: Major Bell, Indian 


Later: 


“The toast of ‘army, navy and volunteers’ was proposed coupled with which were the names 
of Major Bell and Mr. R.S. Lake. 


Major Bell, in response, said he did not suppose there was a town in Canada that could boast 
so much of supporting volunteers and giving them an opportunity of distinguishing themselves 
as the little town of Qu’Appelle. From personal experience he could say that no men behaved 
themselves better than the Canadian volunteers in 1885.” 


Later: 


“Mar. Daniel ... Major Bell... all spoke to the very satisfactory manner in which they had been 
entertained and the sumptuous fare provided.” (Convention was held at the Queen’s Hotel, 
Qu’Appelle) 


Later: 


“Major Bell proposed the toast of ‘The Conservative Association of Qu’Appelle’, which was 
replied to by Mr. McLane.” 


1891 — July 2 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p.__— (extract) — check for details 
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“INDIAN HEAD - The crops in this vicinity are everything that could be desired. Both Major Bell 
and Mr. W.B. Shephard report the grain in excellent condition. The heavy showers of the past 
two weeks have done wonders, consequently, everybody is in the best of spirits.” 


1891 — July 9— Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 


“A building boom has struck Indian Head. Mr. Osment is building a large warehouse and 


Mr. Conn a carpenter’s shop on Grand Avenue. “ 
1891 — July 14 — Regina Leader — p. 4- Bell Farm crop report 


“BELL FARM CROPS. Major Bell has, with his well-known energy and enterprise, again put in 
an immense area of grain — principally wheat — on the Bell Farm at Indian Head. He has a 
total of 2,200 acres under as fine a crop as a man has ever set eyes on. With the exception of 
a small field of 300 acres which was slightly “hailed” by one of the very uncommon storms of 
the present season, the whole twenty-two hundred acres look in magnificent condition, and 
barring accidents the Major will most certainly have a fat harvest.” 


1891 — Aug. 3 — Winnipeg Free Press, p. 6 — Bell contradicts crop damage report 


“CROP NOTES: ... Major Bell of Indian Head, contradicts most emphatically the report that a 
portion of his crop was damaged by hail. It is all in splendid condition and promises a bounteous 


” 


harvest. 
1891 — Aug. 13 — Qu’Appelle Vidette — p.__ 
Mr. Wesbrooks, of Winnipeg - Tour of crops in Qu’Appelle District — (FRANK: likely included Bell Farm.) 


“INDIAN HEAD. Mr. Wesbrooks, of Winnipeg, who was in town a few days since and who 
travelled through the Qu’Appelle district, stated that the outlook for a bountiful harvest was 
very gratifying and far exceeded his most sanguine expectations.” 


1891 — Aug. 13 - Northern Advance, Barrie, Ont. p. 1 — Jack McKee, Bell’s nephew, visits Bell Farm 


“Jack Mckee this week started for the Northwest to reside with his aunt Mrs. Bell on the Bell 


Farm.” 


1891 — Aug 21 - Qu’Appelle Vidette - — check for details — unable to find in this newspaper 


1891 — Aug. 22 — Sessional Paper 1892— No. 7f, Vol. 6, p. 7f-53 — Annual Inspection of Experiment al Farms by Wm 
Saunders, Director of Dominion Experimental Farms. 


“On the 22™ some of the neighbouring farms were visited and the crops examined. Several 
miles of luxuriant whet fields were seen on the Bell Farm and on the recently established farm 
of Lord Brassey. The crops of many smaller places were also inspected. Everywhere the wheat 
looked well, and the growth was luxuriant, but it was noticed here as well as in Manitoba, that 
wheat on summer fallow where the land was heavy and had been well farmed was much later 
than that growing on lighter and poorly worked soil. This was a result of the unusual rainfall, 
and should not lesson the confidence in summer fallowing, as such conditions many not occur 


again to the same extent for years.” 
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1891 — Aug. 27 — Qu’Appelle Progress, D. 


“Mr. Roderick McKinnon sued Major Bell on Thursday last under the Master and Servant Act, for 
wages claimed. The case was tried before James Harvey JP. Mr. AD Dickson appeared for Mr. Bell. Case 


dismissed. 


1891 — Sept 1 — Regina Leader — check for details — unable to find in this newspaper 


1891 — Sept. 7 — Winnipeg Free Press, p.5— Mrs. Bell at Dairy meeting. (which Major Bell?) 


DAIRY MEETING 


The Travelling Dairy of the Dominion 
Dairy Commissioner's Office at Indian 


,Acg. 22.—Mr. J, B, Mc. 
Ewan, one of the assistants of the Dominion 
Dairy Commissioner, held a meeting her® 
to day in tha town hall. Mr, James Harvey: 
president of the Agricultural Socisty, occupied 
the chair. Among those present were nobiced: 
Professor Macoun, of Ottawa ; Mir, and Mrs, 
Angus Mecockay, Mra. Harvey,|Mr, and Mrs, 


Wm. Stevane Gunn, Mias Williamson, 
Mra, Major Bell, Mre. 1. ‘Meacoun, Mr, John 
Crawford, Mr. Robt. Orawford, Mr. G. P, 


Marray, Mr. M, McLean, Mr. Wm. Dickson 
and Mr. Wm. Douglas. Mr, McRwan ad- 


‘dressed the meeting om “* Dairying as it isin 


Canadas,” and aleo gate a practical deronstra- 
of butter-making. Prof. Macoun also ad- 
dreseed the meeting “Ono Agricultare,” 
giving much valuable informatioy, the result 
of his closa stuay of this subjech during recenbd 
years. A most cordial vote of thanks was 
teaderod the epeskers at the clove of the 
meeting. 


8 September 2024 


134 kb 


1891 — Sept. 17 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 1— Sept. 13" harvest report at Bell and Brassey Farms after frost hit West 
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-—_ —__—0-@ + &—___ — 
CUTTING NOT ALL DONE TET, 


What the Globe's Apecial Commissioner 
Reports, 

(From the Globe's Special Correspondent.) 

Branwon, Sept, 13.—I1 have just returned 
from Qa'Appelle, Assinabola, I found the 
crop very heavy there, bat much of it le 
badly lodged aod tangled, making harvest: 
log operations difficult aad slow, About 
half the wheat crop le out, Until youterday 
there had been no frost in AssinaLola, bot 
there wae s heavy frost last night at Qa’. 
Appelle, which, | believe, was general 
throughout the country, I have not heard 
yet how severe it was, but it was probably 
at loast as much os five degrees, Although 
the crops in the vicloity of Regina, Qa’ 
Appeile and Lodias Head have vot suffered 
from the efeote of frost, ae in Manitoba, | 
found them generally mach Jater, and all 
whoat stending last _ not dead ripe will 
certainly bave suffered, ayo on the 
big farma at Indian Head ts io full awing, 
The Brassey farm hes ne nearly 1,000 “— 
olw of magnificent sample, On 
the bell arm outting ia aleo well on, but a || <—————— 
considerable quantity of wheat is standing 
yet, which will probably be touched, (reat 
quantities of hay are belog pat up round 
A ‘'Appelle this year, Farmers go lo largel 
or atock, for which the Qa'Appelle valle 
admirably adapted, Marveating le well for. 
ward at polnie on the O, PR east of 
Mooromin. Mach wheat le belng stacked 
threshing fs woil in hand io some parts, and 
some grain, No, lL hard, hae been abipped 
from Virden, Wheat outting le almost 
finlehed here. I go south to Deloraine to. 
morrow, —Toronto Globe, 

ee ae 117 kb 


1891 — Sept 17 - Qu’Appelle Vidette - Tanner and Sheppard at Indian Head and Qu’Appelle Valley Hotel 


“Prof. Tanner, and Mr. Sheppard, manager of the Brassey Farm, were in town on Tuesday, and 
report crop prospects as being way beyond their highest expectations on the Farm, and also all 
through the country they travelled.” 


AND 


“The following are among the arrivals at the Qu’Appelle Valley Hotel during the past week: ... 
W.B. Sheppard, Indian Head; Prof. Tanner, England; ...” [Frank’s Note: this hotel is located in 
Fort Qu’ Appelle] 


1891 — 17 Sept — Qu’Appelle Vidette — Bell Farm Flour Mill idle since 1886 


“INDIAN HEAD: A large and influential meeting of the citizens was held last evening for the 
purpose of restarting the flour mill, which has lain idle since 1886, and has thereby caused much 
inconvenience and annoyance to this locality. The cutting being now nearly completed, and 
with almost 400,000 bushels of No. 1 hard wheat in sight, the people here are determined to 
have the mill running once more. Judging by the opinion expressed by the various speakers last 
evening there is little doubt that the 1° of December will see the mill working full time. The 
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proposal laid before the meeting by one of the most popular millers of the Northwest was most 
favourably received and the local committee in whose hands rest the carrying out of all 
arrangements are confident of bringing them to a successful issue.” 


1891 — Sept. 22 — Winnipeg Free Press, p. 2 — Harvest at the Bell Farm 
“INDIAN HEAD ITEMS - Grain cutting on the Bell Farm has been finished — in all eighteen hundred acres.” 


1891 — Sept. 24 — Qu’Appelle Vidette — Harvest on Brassey and Bell Farms; and Surveying at Brassey lands 


Territorial Echoes. 
Indian Bead. 


Grain harvest on the Brasser farm 
was tinished yesterday. reflecting omnel 
credit on the management, The six 
Paterson binders set up at the vom. 
mene-ment stood the heavy strain 
| Farvenghemt without tie alizhest re- 
yrvivs,  Threshiog the golden grain 
will soon become che order of the day, 

The fist appearance of frost occur. 
rlon the J2th inst., ut appears to 
have dane little dunmge to the whest 
asa large proportion thereof was pre- 
viously harvested and the balance well 
tilleal. 


Mr. W. T. Thonpson, DLS, has 
heen engaged the pat few days de 
| fining the limits of the Canadian ANi- 
panes and Saubegin fartns, containing 
ahoue 2,50U acres each, adjuining the 

j taw nh. 

Mr. Bedferd, of the Brandon Ex. 
perimental Paria, ¥as in tuwa on the 
Lith inet., and paid a visit 10 the Ex- 
‘perimental tern here, and was bighly 

svatitied with the giain nud raot crops. 

Hareesting on Mejor Bell's fara: is 

being pushed with aimost unparelieled 
rapidity, The mejor is a geatleman 
ef inuch energy and persevernner, 


a rr ae rrr i + 


The Commercial hotel is ocenpied to 
ite utmost capacity, travellers arriving | 

| aut departing almost coutinually 
if eee 2+ ete omens an 


1891 — Oct 1 — Qu’Appelle Vidette — Bell to sell Flour Mill for $2,500 


“Messrs. Benson and George, of this place, have made arrangements where they, with 
the assistance of a of some $2,500 from farmers in the Indian Head Municipality, 
will take over the Indian Head Mill, having secured that institution for a merely nominal 
price from Major Bell.” [Frank’s Note: J. Benson is the miller in Qu’Appelle.] 


1891 — October — Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
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Saskatchewan 


1891 — Supreme Court of the NWT — Law Suits 


SAB Microfiche | District Conflicting Parties Year(s) Comments 
File Box Court / 
Reference | Supreme 

Court of 

NWT 
2018 LOS SCNWT G. Mclvov 1891 

184/91 Vs. 

W.R. Bell 


1891 — Nov. 3 — Regina Leader, p. 1 — Bell Farm harvest report 


“Major Bell finished stacking his grain on the 24" and began threshing with two steam threshers on the 26" 
inst. The Major is a paragon of energy, perseverance, and discipline.” 


1891 — Nov. 19 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p.__ 


“Indian Head .. Major Bell reports his wheat yield far above his most sanguine 
expectations. 


“Mrs. Patterson, mother of Mr. Patterson, foreman on the Bell Farm, was buried 
yesterday.” 


1891 — Dec. 1 - Northern Advance, Barrie Ont. p. 8 — The Bell’s nephew returns to Ontario 


“Mr. Jack McKee, who has been on the Bell Farm in the Northwest during the summer, 
has returned home for a visit of some weeks.” 


1991 - 


Major Bell wins second prize - Gov. General bronze medal - at competition 


1892 


1892 — Jan. 14 — Qu’Appelle Progress. P. 4— court case: Bell vs Glenn 
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—A special sitting of the Supreme 
Court was held at Qu’Appelle on 
Saturday, the 9h inst. by Mr. 
Justice Richardson, Two cases came 
up for trial. Kerr vs. Harvey ; an 
action for damages for wrongful 
sale of a horse of the plaintiff's. 
Judgment was reserved. DP. L. 
Scott, Q.C., appeared for plaintiff, 
and T. C. Johnstone and A. D. 
Dickeon for defendant. GlGiR vs. 
Bell; an action for damages for 
wrongful seizure, impounding and 
ale of horses and cattle in posses- 
sion of plaintiff as bailee. The 
action was dismissed with costs, but 
leave was granted to plaintiff to 
appeal. A. D. Dickson represented 
the plaintiff aud T. C. Johnstone 


gue defendant. 
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1892 — Jan. 30 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 8 — Major Bell leaves Winnipeg for Indian Head 
“PEOPLE WE TALK ABOUT. Major Bell left for the west today.” 
1892 — Feb. 3 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 6 — Major Bell goes West; Mrs. Bell goes East 


“Major Bell went west yesterday, Mrs. Bell leaves on a visit to Toronto. On Monday the major 
sold a small quantity of wheat to S.P. Clark & Co., just 30,000 bushels at a figure satisfactory to 
all parties.” 


1892 — Feb. 12 — Winnipeg Tribune, p.4 — Major Bell in Winnipeg at the Manitoba Hotel 
“People We Talk About..... Major Bell is registered at the Manitoba.” 
1892 — Feb. 25 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 


“Indian Head... Mr. Osment is removing into his new store, which when finished will be one of 
the finest buildings in the North-West.” 


1892 — Feb. 29 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Major and Mrs. Bell in Winnipeg 
“CITY AND COUNTRY .... Major and Mrs. Bell are staying at the Manitoba” 


1892 — March 1 — Annual Report for the Toronto Home for the Incurables, p. 37-38 — Collected by Misses 
Kendrick and Skae - Donation by Mrs. Bell of Indian Head (This is presumed to be Major Bell’s wife 
Katherine.) 
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Mre:' Harris 629 ew as 1n00ct" Mers; Jc Downey:seneee 1 00 
Mrs. R. S. Baird..... 1 00 | Mrs. Wm. Goulding . 1 00 
Mrs. Bell (Indian Head). 260° Mrs, Bonnell \.25. ¥.nseneee 1 00 
Miss Watson......... ae OO) Mrs, Greg ol. eaesr — 1 00 
Miss Lakey..._.. 100°) Mrs. Mitchell. — 1 00 


1892 — March 14 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 5 — Major Bell in Winnipeg 


“AT THE HOTELS — Manitoba -.... Major Bell, Indian Head, ..... 


1892 — March 17 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p.__ 


“Indian Head .. Major Bell’s new boiler has arrived and workmen are now busy placing 
it in its position in the boiler house. The Major expects to have the mill running in full 
swing by the latter end of next week. 


“Mr. Osment has just received a carload of furniture. He is now using his old store for 
that department alone.” 


1892 — March 18 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Major and Mrs. Bell at Man. Gov. Hse. (FRANK: which Major Bell?) 


“AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE ... . The following is a list of those who called at Government 
House yesterday afternoon:.... Major and Mrs. Bell..... 7 


1892 — March 25 - Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Major and Mrs. Bell at Man. Gov. Hse. (FRANK: which Major Bell?) 


“AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE ... . The following is a list of those who called at Government 
House yesterday afternoon: Major and Mrs. Bell..... 


1892 — April 4 — Regina Leader, p. 4 — Bell to start seeding 


“Bell Farm Seeding: Major Bell, whom we met on Monday last week, said he intended to 
commence seeding the following morning. He will put in a large acreage. He has yet six week’s 
threshing to do, but all his stacks are in excellent condition and well protected.” 


1892 — April 7— Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.__ 


[Indian Head. Citizen’s ball. String band by permission of Commission Herchmer. A first for Indian 
Head. ] 


“Much credit is due to M. A.J. Osment, chairman of the committee, for the success of the 
entertainment. April 2, 1892.” 


1892 — April 20 — Winnipeg Tribune , p. 5 — Major Bell returns to Indian Head from Winnipeg trip 
“PEOPLE WE TALK ABOUT - Major Bell, of the Bell Farm, Indian Head, went west yesterday.” 
1892 — April 25 — Regina Leader, p. 1— Major Bell on Rifle Association Council 


1892 — April 28 — Brandon Mail, p. 2 — Tanner and Bell — possible sale of farm to Brassey 
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“The Brassey Farms - In reference to the report of the sale of Major Bell’s large farm to the 
company Professor Tanner would only allow that there have been certain negotiations — Free 
Press.” 


1892 — Spring - William Mooney plows Bell Farm land — (reported in Regina Leader-Post, 26 Feb, 1955) 


“William Mooney was born on a 100 acre bush farm in Huron County, Ontario, in 1871. He 
first came west on a harvest train in 1889. He was impressed with the west, but was unable 
to remain permanently until 1892 when he arrived at Indian Head with a team of horses, a 
little furniture and enough lumber to build a 12 x 18 shack. He plowed for a month on the 
Bell farm (a large farm development undertaken by a group of Englishmen) for $2 per acre, 
and was able to make a small payment on a quarter of C.P.R. land where he built a shack. 
When he began to break the land it proved to be extremely stoney.” 


1892 — May 19 — Qu’Appelle Progress , eel 


“A farmer south-east of Indian Head was summoned before Major Bell, J.P., by the 
Alliance Farming Company, for trespassing over their lands. The Company did not press 
for a heavy fine, but desired to prove their right to keep people off cultivated land. The 
defendant having pled guilty, was fined $1.00 and $1.45 costs.” 


1892 — May 28 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 1 — Major Bell leaves Ottawa for Montreal 


“LATEST FROM OTTAWA — Major Bell, W.R. Bell, of the Bell Farm, Indian Head, was in town 
yesterday, but in the evening he left for Montreal to spend a few days. He reports the season 
late in the Northwest, but states that observations have convinced him that there is always a 
better crop with a late season.” 


1892 — June 8-16 — Eighteenth General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, Montreal 


PRESBYTERY OF REGINA, 


This Presbytery has made a decided gain during the year, families and communicants 
having increased in every tongregation. The financial record has also improved, ‘To the 
four congregations previously on the list, Indian Head has been added, The Prince Albert 
people are working unitedly and heartily in the advancement of the best intevests 
of the congregation. A substantial brick church, costing over $4,000, was built last year. 
The Moosejaw congregation built a comfortable brick manse, and is a flourishing condition. 
Mr. Ferry resigned Qu’ Appelle lately, and the congregation is now vacant. Moosomin has 
enlarged its church and nearly doubled its communion roll. The Fleming station built a 
new church, and is growing. Indian Head called J. K. Welsh, and contributes at the 


125 kb 


Ixii. APPENDIX No, 1. 


Bell Farm are held militates against the growth of settlement, but the congregation is 
increasing steadily, These five congregations have 9 stations, 6 churches, 2 manses, 242 
families, 73 persons not connected with these families, and 307 communicants, The 
amount promised for salary is, including manses, $3,800, or $12.60 per communicant. 
The average amount promised to each congregation from the Augmentation Fund is $240. 


90 kc 


rate of $17.85 per communicant towards his support. The way in which the lands of the a 
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1892 — June 16 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 


| Convention of the Central Liberal-Conservative Association of East Assiniboia, Moosomin June 9. 
Major Bell, president, occupied the chair. Election of officers included first vice-president A.C 
Patterson (manager of the Progress); Secretary-Treasurer, A.S. Lake, Grenfell. Executive Committee 
included Major Bell. Dinner with toasts include The Army, Navy and Volunteers to which Capt. Price 
responded (This may be Capt. Price and his home on Legacy of Stone’s page 3] 


~ 


lier HE“ Wootde,'” Reckdence ef Captain Frise Noceny, WT, han 1m, Wei. 407 kb 


Captain Price House, near Moosomin 


1892 — July 1— Annual Report for dept. of the Interior, Part 3, p. 6. Appointment of new Justices of the Peace 
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k for william robert bell, indian head 
6 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, PART III, 
38. An Ordinance for granting to the Lieutenant-Governor certain sums of 2 : 
money to defray the expenses of the public service of the Territories for the seven Seymour Noel de Puisage Green........ do do 
months ending 30th June, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-three, and for Hogh Cherry Gilmour do do 
other purposes relating thereto Henry Dorrell... do do 
Apporernecnrs: John James Porter.... .-Boharm do 
John George Gagen . ... --Dundurn do 
On the Ist July last, having considered it advisable to revise the existing list Thomas D, Watson ..Moose Jaw do 
of Justices of the Peace in the North-West Territories, I cancelled all appointments Lawrence King do do 
of Justices of the Peace made in the Territories previous to Ist July 1892, excepting William Carter Sand i i 
those Magistrates who on that date were residing outside the electoral districts J I - The song sue Peas ay 
mentioned in the schedule to chapter 22, Victoria 54-55, and the inspectors of the ean Louis Legare. see. «Willow Bunch do 
North-West Mounted Police Force. New commissions of the peace were issued on William ‘Thoma Fink: ty »-++Medicine Hat do 
the same date to the Magistrates who were re-appointed, and additional appoint- Jobn H.Kern ....... Dunmore do 
ments have since been made from time to time. John Dickson, ‘ Maple Creek do 
The following is a complete list of the Territorial appointments made since my Nei] MeDonald seabed Swift Current do 
last report :— Asa M, McLane....... Qu’Appelle Station do 
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. Joseph P. Beauchamp. do do 
Renee is. ay Gisborne,....... do do 
ana ; vasinitel Walter Byard Sheppard.. do do 
Henry LeJeune. .-+Regina, Assiniboia. ~ Pr 
Tayter Reed.. east anita John Robert Simon North. Edgely Farm do 
Dixie Watson... apenas do William Robert Bell... .... ..... « Indian Head do <———_ 
Richard Henry Williams.. do Frederick Stephen Proctor... . «Fort Qu’Appelle do 
John Henry Charles Wiilo do Henry Hawksworth Hayward. Ay do 
Henry Willis Aylesworth do Harold J. Bonnyeastle. : do 
Chasen Benjafield.. do John Redpath. do 
ward Carss... do J h Holli d 
Matthew Henderson... do SOR ae eeu iersctetens ° 
Thomas Edward Anderson. do Louis Couture... . ee < o do 
Henry Cyril Lawson. do Joshua Milligan ........... .. Wishart do 
Antbony Neville... 2 do 
Robert Lowry Alexander. “Moose Jaw do 
Seymour Noel de Puisage do do 


1892 — July 14, 21 and Aug 4 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4 — advertisement for Bell Farm Mill 


| The Bell Farm 
ROLLER MILLS 


Is offering 


Flour in lots of 10 Bags 


And upwands at 


THE MILL INDIAN HEAD, 


| 

At the following prices : 

Patent Process. —. $1.80 per Bag 

First Quality Strong 
Bakers. RE: EE 

Second Quality Strong 

Bakers. ape 


INxXx ea ae 
W.R. BELL, 
Proprietor, 


61 kb 


1892 — July 21 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p.__ 


“Major Bell had the misfortune on Thursday evening to sprain his ankle, and is now laid up at the 
Manitoba Hotel, Winnipeg. He will probably be confined to his room for some time.” 


1892 —21 July and Aug 4 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4 — ad for lost or stolen horse from Bell Farm; and Edgeley 
Farm hay 
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—— ——— em eee ee 


HAY. 
Yani TED, puties to PUT UP HAY 
on shares or by the ton. 
Apply to W. CAMERON, 
E.ijgeley Farm. 
NOTICE. 
-YTRAYED or Stolen fiom the Bell Flpiil 
&) Indian Head, iast fall, dark brown 
pory TILLY, two years off this apmng, 
white blaze on face, une hind foot white to 
aukle, xbout I4or 15 hauds high, no brands, 
Any person git.ng information that will 
lead to the recovery of the abore will be 
suitably rewardei, An> person reteining 
the above after this will be prosecuted to the 
failest eatent of the law. 
38-41 W. kh. BELL. 


38 40 


41 kb 


1892 — Summer — new Brassey Stone Barn at the Sunbeam Farm 


William M. Elkington treks across the Bell Farm while working on construction of the Lord Brassey’s 
Sunbeam stone barn, SW of Indian Head; paid $1.75 per day to help the contractor — to help keep the 
various stonemasons supplied with stones, break stones and carry mortar. (Source: Five Years in 
Canada, by W.M. Elkington, 1895, p. 98-99,) 


1892 — July — Visitors Register 


Number Date | Name | Residence | Comments 


299 | July 1892 | P.R. Ritchie | Ongar, Essex | England 


1892 — July - Visit from Peter R. Ritchie: 


46 kb 
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REPORT OF MR. P. R. RITCHIE. 9 


been burned off. Here also, Major Bell, another very large grain 
grower, had six press drills at work, three horses on each, sowing 
wheat on fallow land. A section of land (640 acres) which had been 
sown on the Bell farm three weeks previously, was just beginning 
to show the green grain. <A few miles west of Medicine Hat natural 
gas has been discovered while digging for water. This was being 
burned by a pipe straight out of the ground. 


THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS AND THE PACIFIC SLOPE. 


INDIAN HEAD, 

From Qu’Appelle Mr. Redpath, one of the solicitors of the town, 
drove me across country to Indian Head, where I visited the Gov- 
ernment experimental farm and the Brassey and Bell farms, for 
the second time. At the experimental farm windstorms had inter- 
fered very much with the experiments. The soil is so fine that it 
is blown all over the place, uncovering the seed in some instances, 
and in others mixing them with those on neighbouring plots. This 
drawback Mr. Angus McKay, the manager, soon expects to con- 
quer, as the belts of young trees which have been planted and sown 
round the farm are growing rapidly, and in two or three years will 
afford complete shelter. The growing of these belts of timber 
throughout the prairie cannot be too much encouraged. Besides 
taking away the bleak appearance of some parts, they will help 
materially to equalize the climate. From the Brandon experimental 
farm this spring 50,000 young trees were distributed to farmers 
throughout the country in lots of 100. 


REPORT OF MR, P. R, RITCHIE, 27 


Lord Brassey is the owner of a large tract of land round Indian 
Head. This estate was bought from the Bell Farming Company 
when it dissolved. It has been divided into four separate farms of 
2,500 acres each, and farmed by four different companies with sep- 
arate corporations. Lord Brassey’s object is that these companies, 
who have considerable capital, should provide employment for 
labourers coming into the country. On the Canadian Alliance 
Company’s farm, over which I went, there were 1,000 acres of 
wheat, 200 of oats, and 100 of barley, in cultivation. The buildings, 
which were just being completed, consist of a 24-stall stable with 
large lofts and granaries, and a house for the manager and men. 
They have a stock of splendid Clyde mares and a well-bred stud 
horse. This year they were breaking 1,000 acres more. It is 
intended that the other three farms shall be worked on the same 
scale. 

It was much against Major Bell’s wish that the Bell Farm broke 
up when itdid. He was anxious that the company should keep on 
for another year, and had they done so, the famous Bell Farm, once 
the largest in the world, would probably have been in existence in 
its integrity to-day. When the company sold out, the Major, who 
had confidence in the North-west, bought-up the buildings and 
some thousands of acres of the land. Ever since he has been reap- 
ing a good return. This year he had 2,000 acres in crop—1,500 
in wheat and 500 in oats. His lot of thirty Clyde mares were the 
best I saw in the Territories. 


WHITEWOOD. 
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1892 — Aug. 1— Regina Leader — check for details - can’t find article in this issue 


1892 — Aug. 4 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4 — Bell advertises for Lost or Stolen horse 


| NOTICE, 


Sos ED or Stulen from the Bell Paria] 
Indian Head, iast fall, dark brown 
ouy FILLY, two years off this spring, 

ies blaze on face, one hind foot white to 

ankle, sbout J4or 15 hands hich, ne brands. 

Any person givang information that will 

lead to the reeovery a the above will be 

Suitably rewarded. * person retaining 

| the above after this will 1 be j presreuted to th 

fullest eatent of the law. 
35-41 W. R. BELL. 
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1892 — Aug. 11 — Qu’Appelle Progress, a — check for details 


[ Indian Head Agricultural Fair: WR Bell took first place for his ’blood horse” stallion and his heavy draft horse. 


Lots of references to prizes to “W.R. Bell” but not sure if this is Major Bell or someone else] 


1892 — Aug. 23 — Sessional Papers 1893 : Vol. 19, No. 14, p. 14-148 - Indian Agent (J.B. Lash) Report, Muscowpetung 
Agency — Standing Buffalo workers paid $1,600 


“The Sioux (Standing Buffalo’s Band) have been placed on their own resources and have made a 
very comfort able living; their crops were good and outside work plentiful; during the harvest 
season they received for work at the Bell Farm, $1,600.” 


1892 — Aug. 25 — Brandon Mail, p. 8 — possibly donated by Major Bell??? 


“Lieut. Shillinglaw and Mr. Arthur Fleming, left for Ottawa on Monday morning express to 
attend the Dominion Rifle March. Lieut. Shillinglaw is the present holder of the “Bell Cup” — the 
Manitoba trophy. 


1892 — Sept 5 - Regina Evening Leader, p. 8 — A.P.R.A. Annual Prize Meeting — Major Bell among donors 
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wet oS 


+ 
ALP.R.LA. 


Annual Prize Meeting. 


Wednesda -_..nrsday and Friday the 
7th. Sth and %th of Septombor.  Sub- 
acriptinns i. ash and prizes in kind have 
been l.ndly donated by the followin: > | 

J, F. Mowat, Burton Bros, A. Daykin, 
Wim, Child, Standard Pub. Co., C. H. 
Pochlmann, ( %, Hill & Co., D. J. 

’ Robertson, Darke & Malderstone, WS 
| Lucas, W. Kelly, P. Lamont, W. J, 
Brotherton, (ulonization Stere, L. OC. 
| Rodgors, Smith & Fergusson Co. (Ltd), 
, Chas. Howson, Major Boll, Sweet A Mac- 
donald, ‘I. H. Jones, J T. Stomshorn. 
Jas. Benson, U, J Petors, G. W. Brown, 
iW. D. Cowon, J. Mekinnon, 2 .mes 
: Williams, Goo. Cook, W. C. Fewler, J. 
W. Jowett, T', J. Flectham, Tue Liuaver 
, Go, (Lt'd), W. WB, Jackson, E, 
) McCarthy, Rebort Martin, Hugh Ar- 
~~ ar, Dr. Lr, Jas. Duncan, E. B. Read, 
P. Willlaws, C. UW. Llask, Uayter 
ttead, LD. Ms vat, W. M. Wilhamsaon, Dr. 
R 3. Cotton, F Nash, Jac. 0. Gordun, 
Androw Martin, T. C. Johnstone, KR. LB. 
| Perguason, ! A. Whitmore, Dr. J. LH. 0. 
Willoughby, J. H.C. Coyne, . Arnold, 
T, Crapper, \ Friond, G. T, Mars'., J. 
M. Creamer W >. Laurie, F. Hi Pagot, 
|O. J. Juhngun, &, C. Stuwar:, Jn. A, 
Reid, .. A. Mitchell, A. i. Forget, Nid. 
_ H. Campbel' } ©. Bourget, HW. + Uar- 
ruthure 


> 


1892 — Sept. 15 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p.__ 


“Messrs Joshua Thompson and Harry Gibberish of Indian Head were charged by Mr. WB Sheppard 

(manager of the Alliance Farm) on Sept 8 with stealing two sheaves of wheat from Major Bell’s field.” 
Tried before Magistrates Thompson and Boyce. Acquitted. Evidence showed that two parties had an 
argument about the quality of the grain and secured two sheaves to settle the dispute. Mr. Wm Smith 


for the defence. 


1892 — Supreme Court of the NWT — Law Suits 


8 September 2024 
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SAB Microfiche | District Conflicting Parties Year(s) Comments 
File Box Court / 
Reference | Supreme 

Court of 

NWT 
2385 N09 SCNWT J.A. & M. Cote 1892 

228/92 Vs. 

A.J. Osment 


1892 — Oct. 1 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— Good overview report on Indian Head Farms: Bell, Brassey, 


Experimental, Alliance - and of the Bell Flour Mill 
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So a 


[INDIAN HEAD CROPS. 


THE WHEAT GARDEN OF THE 
NGRTH-WEST- 


anata’ 


Bel! nod Other Mammoth Farmi— 
Experimental Farm — Fael and 
Water Abundant--Gooit Resort 
for Sportemeén. 


-—~ 


Tndian Head isthe centre of ome of the 
finest agrioultural areas in either MLanivoba or 
the Norshwest Terrisorles, being a veritable 
whent garden, The mommobh farm schemes 
are belng largely doveloysd here, and bhe 
distriod, From its undulating character and bhe 
number of amall atraums and coulees flowing 
through '+, give it advatitages nob pcrscssed 
by other locolitles. Thla natmral drainage, 
togethe: wivh the facilttiea for objaloing 


| (water for stock, make ita desirable place for 


sobblement, Woll water can bo had almoet 
everywhere ob a depth cf 20 to 25 feel. 
The Fox oresk which tokes its rise Im phe 
Hurricane Hilla a sbortd distauge eonbh of 
Indian Head wandara through ths eniire 
region entering wan (u’Appelle river near 

epivs just- balow the great Inkes. The 


Part 1 of 7 (142 kb) 


|| BR. wost cf 


Se! sau — Se 


WUBpVy Jey Ve sae 
Squirrei and other emall creeks pasa through 


the Beli anJ Brassey furms into the Red Fox, 
giving those pread farma fice water and drain- 


age, The coulgss abound with good timber 
for purposes cf building asd fuel, aud wild 
feuia of all kinda waa exceedingly abundant 
in tham this yaer, Io is believed 
thei more wheab will ba marketed 
this year ot Indian Wesd and Bin- 
talnte, then s2eay obbee stadtiun of the O, P. 
Winnipeg, Tiere is both quautiby 
and qualliy, and ofl will grade No, 1 hard, 
muck of iv oven resching the extragrade, { 


THE BELL FARM, 


known a1 one fime, as the property of tho} 
Qu’Appsila Furming company, wis fired 
orgunized fo 1482 under tho enpervision of 
Mejor Boll, from whom it tskos ila narce, ft 
wan oue of the Jargest agriouitaral saterprizes 
fa Oanads,snd buh for a couvie of unfortunats 
fonaons, wonld heye-proved a succysa, ‘Tha 
farm originolly comprised one hundred > yaara 
miles cf oonutry avound Iudiau Mead, ut pha 
very choicest land, being o rich, pliable dail 
loam, very fertile, with om gravelly subsoil, 
Wibh sbo school rections dezucted, iv contain 
ed 60,000 neser,of which e2mao 10,000 bua bsen 
brougho under  cultivasios. The rasi- 
dence and obuildisgs of Mosjor Ball 
aceupy | sitesboubd tha oentraoftne farm, 
and come forsy bomeetend buildings bave 
been erected for the employees of the farm. 
The afiatrs of the company bavivg bad 50 pava 
through a cruolal strain a couple of years aga, 
ib was concluded to sell tlie larger pordion of 
the property. One ecotion was sold to sha 
Deminion government for the Experimental 
farm, one ox to more bo private individuals 
and the remainder, some 414.000 sares, to whe 
Beaszey sytilicate, Tho rémaint 14 000 
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aocos wore leased little over a year ago by 
Major Bell, who hon thrown fresh vigor into 
tha work of cultivating the farm, with the ra: 
auld that this year, from 2,000 acres af wheat 
sows, he wilf bave a yield of ot least 60,000 
buashsls of No. Lhard rea fyfa whrad, not to 
spvyok of other oevenis snd root and 
verebabla crop The mejor employs 
& larga vember of men, and has 
a& large ssock of horses and cattle A 
unique featura abcud hie balp this yeor ia bha 
employment of som 6) Sioux Indians, a 
pays them 31,25 por day for aazisting af the 
barvest, and they encamp on the farm with 
bheir fanalliva in tepzea, 8 anys they work 
well when mixed ep with ovhex wen. The 
Majer has soverythicg oabsuy tha farm 
ayetematized, ond employs Supt, Sherwoud, 
who bas been with kim now cigzts years to 
manage the work of tha farm. The fields under 
wheat varied from 250 to 500 sorea each, and 
the yleld ranges oll the yay from 26 to 40 
bushels to the nore. hers ara $100,000 wornh 
of buildiace stcas on the farm, The msjor 
hos everything out ond ptackea. and will br 
tbreshlug in a few doyn ‘Fhe Oauodtan 
Pactfc Pity Mod onmpang hava man at worle 
on the colleuiing wheat in ehsaf for 
exbiblbion purposes in the cest. Some fins 
Bamples have bean secured. 


THE EXPERIMENTAL PABM, 


This farm ie situaved ab Indian Head end 
oompriges 640 equara sores of Lond, a whole 
segbion having bseu purchased from the Bull 
Furm company, for the purpose of establish 
ing the farmio 1888 Tt ta under pba direation 
of Me, Angus McKwy, ob one tima a wall 
known practical fartour of Pickering, Ost., 
but who in 1852 moved oo tha Northwest ena 
enbared tato faring ona large epase far bim~| | 
self some distance norvhaage uf Tadisn Baad, 
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He was induced to take charge of the govern- 
rosnd form ir 1888, and its succass hea been 
assured as aresultof his manpazgemend. Mr, 
McKay employs conthausily sbous a dozen 
ren, and hed two Forernen, ove, Mr, Georze 
Lang, having supervision of the horticalture 
deparsment, aol D, MacQoun, the director of 
general farce work, Tho seeideres oocupiea 
# 812 abou the coubyre of tha farm, and ohere 
is a hsndyome barn and implement house oon- 
diguaus to it. There is» fine herd of anpolo of 
selected stock, oompriaing Duraum, Holstein, 
Polled Angus, Ayrshire, and geuded animale. 
There fs & bull of each of the first Zour glaesee, 
and cornderab!s sutceas has attondud the 
breeding of thorougkhrod snd grade stock, 
no only, or the farm, bud ales among adjacsat 
farmers, The borticuliura depertment ia ons 
of muoh intsreaa, the culhare of tress of All kiada 
Haiive and imvorsed being alosaly attended 
to, andvbs other day Mr, MrKay received 
frova vhe 4Ja’Appelle Valley 725 bagaof natira 
seeds of ditterent kinds pzinoipally maple aud 
seh, for vse on the farm, sod distribution 
among noighborirg farmers, Tne auperin- 
tendent is experimenting with sage, willow 
aud uther bedge planta, with a view to bhatr 
Que aa wind breaks on fsrmr, and many of 
them ure of prolific growbh, 
ROOTS AND VEGETABLES 

look fine pnd will bea large crop. Flowers 
te eadless variety ware to ba found in the 
Opes ait as wallaain the vay ang and 
have nod yet been affected by frost. In the 
middle of the gardeaiann ingenious instrn- 
Ment like 9 ean-dial for reoordiag the amount 
Rad sbrenguh of annching, Is hao had ite 
soore Gneag considerably charged oso reeulb 
of bhe fine weather pf vhe paso three weeks, 
Ths éamples room above ths implemanb 
~arebouss ia faa filliog up with exbibite 
intended for tho Obicsxo exhibition next 
year, Agreah fewtura of the coljectiun ia 
Upwardsa! 20 varieties of native and 20 
variéties of cultivated Northwest grasses. Mr. 
BMelkay hos aleo been making all manner of 
czperiments with wheat and other grainy, 
using in this connention nearly 40 varisties of 
wheat, As hbnasleo bean testing the virtue 


mo mm & 6 


of blneabons ag an onbidote to zmub fia wheal 
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as 


SES FS WHOM 
and finda thas 1 Jb. of blusetona to fiva buab 

els of whead wiil eradionie the evil, The 

emnudze bur alao been teated, to eave grain 
and fiwera from frost, buy Mr. McKay has 
now very much fuith init, naa rewnlb of ex- 
perimenti meade. Thesilo experiments have 
been & sooozes, od a windmill, which drawn 
water from oa resorvoir 14ax)7 1,000 feat away, 
relnds genio, cuta evraw, avd is found a grease 
opavoniénea, capecialty in fuenishing o plenti. 
fut supply of water during the winter months. 
Albogether tha faim is a great institution, and 
will ba of greav benetis to farmers in the 
Nocthweast, siauy of whom as wall as vikibors 
from abroad visit the fuem. Mr. McKay by 
hin genial manner hae becown popular, aod 
blu amiab!e wife sida hin greatly in the 
ovOrtsous rear pvion of atrangers, 

THE BRASSEY FANM, 


helonging to an English syadioasa of which 

rd Bronssoy ia prealdend ia pleo in fhe 
aac tf Indian a P po pothparens 
nearly 68 Durcktbecd rim fhe awnera 
of the prices Prot. Tanner yelected and 
arzsaqect for the purchase of he rite, and W. 
B. Shepherd who tesider near Qa’Appelfa Ly 
the general monaper. Prof. Tauner is on oa 
visis to the farm juse now, and arranging for a 
contionance fF the.enbdivision of ik cn vhe 
Prlocipla approved of making A series of omall 
forme of fom: sectiona exch, rather than cne 
largo ous. Tho dilliancs farm, tha firs) of the 
serica was nader cultivation this scason, oud 
bad 1,500 ooras under wheat which is 
expected to yisl@ from 25 to 23D 
husbela ~ whe econ. Toe Sunbeam farm 
was broken snd backseb bein aesvon, and 1,200 
screa in nOW vaady for whend ory apziog, The 
third firm will bs etaked oab thia fall and 
matls ready for enttivation next year. When 
the. proposed aubdivisten ts complete there will 
be tome fifteem Farme of 2,660 scras enoh. In+ 
dieu Head Is fairly Progreselve, bud tha rer- 
chante of the town stats thas the system of 
laxyo farms isa drawback and dciver jue 
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dividuat farmers a long distance from the sts- 
tion. Settlement, however, has get im all sho. 
wey north ond esstasfaras the Qa'Appelle 
river and for thirty miled beyond, and all of 
them have fine crops tbhid yern.- ‘ yietd of 
wheat varies from 100 #500 ioree esoh and 
wil average from 3 to) uacels to the aore. 
Mezera. J. blir ag Pi . Miller, W. Boone, 
J. Harvey and V.M. Douging are os fow 
among many farmers from Opbtsriv that have 
made farming in thle distrlos a auceess, A 
potlosable feature about them te that all of 
them : 
HAVE SPLENDID HORSES 


and wagons a3 well 53 farm implemenb mach. 
inery. Messrs. R, Orawford, G. P. Murray 
and A. J. Oiment have large general stores 
and io mo good business, Mr. Crawford; in 
antditlon® to hfe obore, reprerents the Osanada 
Northwest and Ontoric end Qu’Apoelia Lund 
comppuier, and is postmaster ai Indian Fend. 
Ba te known a8 “'the Laird,” and ig popular 
in the community of which he waa ane of vbe 
ppest merchants, The wriser is indebted to 
r 
for 


. Orowford and members of his housshold 

Mavy courtesies during bie stay nb Indian 
Elaad, and alo for a pleasant drive of 43 miles 
north $0 Kutepwe, up the beantiful Qu’Ap- 
pelle Valley to tha R O. mission, Fort Qa’- 
Appelle Stofion. The post: fiise fa growing 
vo ba ope Of considerable maguitude pow, 10 
the Head, which is evideros of the growth 
of the town. The Oommercisl hotel bas 
chanerd bende, ond ts now in charge of 
Host Davicaon, formerly of Wiontpeg, who 
je pniting the housa in fiestolass condition 
for eo travel. ‘Lhcra iso fine public school 
in thie place. Tsivin charge of LT. T. Grim- 
mst), o first clagy tracher, The school grouride 
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*[oover an entire bloslr. Thera is only one 
)| oburoh fn the town. that of the Presbyseriea 
+| body. Ibiea nent edifica of brick aud com-. 

fortably seated. The pnsice is Rav. J, K, 
[ Welsh, & recent "nezival from Scotland, who 

searna to be an carend and practical preacher. 
The Methodists hold serrios in-the town hall 

on Suoday afternocns, and members of the 
|| Csurab of Maginad worebiy in the sams place 

on Sunday sveningn, Major Boll hoa no fine 
| | voller mid] at the depot with » capacity for 

suanufociaring 150 barrale of fyur per 
igay, and on  njevator adjoining that 
[wil bold 36,000  buabely of when, 

theb nf D, BH. MeMitlan & Go 25,000, 
wold Besszay’s 25,000 bnshele,  Oxilvie’s 
elevator 9 Sinvaluua, phe next station, haa @ 
capanity fox atoring 35.000 bushels. Tha 
aoorsohions Around Tudian lead sre numer: 
cus. Deiviag around the big farms is 4 tavor- 
ixo paatime. ‘Tne Squirrel Hilla full of 
numMerans springs of cleue water, the Iedian 
}] Head bills, and Harrioane tilly all ecuth of 
}] oho village, area well worthy of s viscid, ss elao 
the beautiful Qu'Appelie valley to the north, 
Tourtate going to the becritcries will ba amply 
repaid by taking a lcok at phe country around 
Todisa Koad, 
. Ld 
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1892 — Oct. 26 — Lethbridge News, p. 1— Bell to possibly replace Dewdney in House of Commons 


me] Bid 
—_—__..———____ 
hi» EASTERN ASSINIBOIA, 


jor, | Probable Candidates for Hon. Mir. 
Dewduey's Seat. 


bac Much speculation is being indulged in 
Md: | with regard to Mr. Dewdoey's successor as 
pat member for this constituency, Msjor Bell, 
™* of Indian Head, J. R. Neff andl. R. Brig- 
did | Jum of Moosomin, and A.C. Thorburn of 
8 _ Broadview, are mentioned here in this cor. 


nection. The Central Liberal Conservative 
hmd § Association will meet at Grenfell ia a few 
to days for the purpose of choosing their 
pple | caudidate. It is most uulikely that the 
| Liverais will bring forward ary opposition. 
——__@-—_—_____ 


1892 — Oct. 27 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 4 — Major Bell at Indian Head Rifle Assoc shooting meet 


[First annual meeting of the Indian Head Rifle Association held Oct. 12 and 13] 
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} INDIAN HEAD RIFLE 


| | Mate th No. 2—Dresident and View | 
President’s Mateh. 200, 500 | 


ASSOCLATION, bh > i 

t The first auvual mocting of | the | and HO) yates. 

i| Tntlia an Head Rifle Association was 4 Sweet, iH eigitnie | 72 | 
}held at the range on Weduesday rd. Tews Med soni vi} 
['} antl Thursday, 12th and| 13th, lrifle- ie ee Meeshonin 7a 
[! men fron) Regina, Moogomin,|Qu’- ' 
Appelle s und other neighborin towns | | va Harls, Meosonin O35 | 

i} papticipatiny. The weather, although J, Sw Podian Head GL} 

4 


threatening for some days previous, s: wh McNatichtgn, Qu'Appelle  5u 
| tttned out fine, with the exception |} |) }i1, Keousll Fo. isemin— (eedwh\ 58 


l}of high winds, which doubtless re-]4 |) S Ht. Edw bee Qu’ Appelle 58 
}duced the scores. The meeting Lay. Hews ieee hd 
|} Was opened by if Mv Ka unon, Reine 50 
and was conducted throughout in Lapa 
{| @ Inanver which gave’ the “utmost f Mate ds fu 3—Hotel Keepers. 500 = —_— 
it and 600 yards, Match No. 3—Association Handi- 


{| satisfaction. MagapeRell acted as 
}) Tange officer, and from his prompti- Leet 


'}thde and decisiveness, coupled with 


cap. 400 and 500 yards. 
Ist, J. B. Swift,Indian ‘Head. 


Mi , 
. | . 
Harris, Moasomin 


eenre vee ern an Pa 


i : sk : ti Dr. Keown, Moog unin 

‘jadeeling next yeer equal to if not i 

geréater than this, aud hope to have 

Vull who took: part this year to meet | 
; Hain in frivully rivalry e the 
jrangr, besides many others, Below | 

ig a likt of the |prize winners Teor 


7th, J “MeN :ughton, Qu’ Appelle. 
8th, I Hewyill, Moosomin, 
Match! No. 7— Grands Aggregate. 


Ista It. Sweet,, Regina. 
1, Indian Head. 


Mateh No, 4—Municipality or) Ay 
| sociation Match. 200 and: 


‘his affable manner pen atuong PeCapt. 47 2nd, J. Carson, Moosomin. 
the boys, rend B meeting a Brig, idiot Moosomin g 46 3rd, Dr. Keown, Moosomin. | 
i decided success. ‘The association | ake Hews, Muosomin | 45 4th, D. Hewgill, Moosomin, 
purpose inproving the range) and Si 1. Elie dius, Qu’ Appelle ae 4 Sth, R. Sweet, Regina. | 
ij gelting itin shape to muke their | ie 6th, oe it. Harris, Moosomin. 
| 


400 yards. 
Indit an Iead : 


‘ 


a 2 


OW.R. Bell 
i the scores | ! 5. |. Edwards fase 3rd, J. Carson, Moosomin. 
! Match No. Eels 200 yards. | | 1 J. . Swift ath, J. Heweill, Mvosomin. 
Dy Hewyill, Mgusomin 97 | Muasuuin : bth, Cape ie as, Sonsomin. 
OW, M. Crawfori; Indian Head, 25 Capt. Hiss hak: Match No, 8—Tyro Aguregate. 
| DB. Macon, Tudian Head = 221 q¢ fff od. Hewgill 157 Ist, D. Hewgill, Moosomin, 
A. McKinnon, Regina ‘2iid fl J. Curson if vad, D, G. McKay, Indian Head. 
J, MeNaughtow, Qu’Appelle © zu; f)} Regina and Moosomin : ded, AJ McKinnon, Regina. 
Jus. Conn, Indian Head 20lyq -| Ik. Sweet ) 4th, W. M. Crawford, Indian Head. 
‘ 1) G. McKay, Indian Head Wid | ir. Keown 156 5th, Jas. Brooks, Indian Head. 
t Jab, Brooks, Indian Head! 18 |] | [y). Hewill J ' | eee: ca Ue BL 
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1892 — Oct. 27 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 


“Local Happenings (in Fort Qu’Appelle): Major Bell was here on a shooting expedition 
beginning of the week.” 


1892 — Oct. 27 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4 
“Major Bell of Indian Head was in town on Friday last.” 
1892 — Oct. 31 — Edmonton Bulletin, p. 1 — Major Bell to run in election 


“The writ has been issued for the East Assiniboia election, which will take place on 
November 28". Major Bell says he will run as the Tory candidate.” 


1892 — Oct. 31 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 8 — Major Bell to run in East Assiniboia election 
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IN EAST ASSINIBOLA. 


Major Boll a Candidate for the 
Conservative Nomination 
Next Week, 


Mejor Bell arrived in the oiby yesterday 
afvernoon from Indian Head and ig staying ad 
the Manitaba hotel, In answer toa question 
by a Free Presa repressnbative, the majorsaid 
thou bis namo would be broughb before the 
oonventlon of the Libersl Conservative Associ« 
ation of Eastern Agsinibola, as their repraaen- 
tative to suooeed the Hon, Edgar Dawdaey ta 
the House of Commons. The onnvention 
meety at Granfellon the 123% of November. 
Major Boll think thas there will probably be 


a bundzed delegates in absendonce, which 
shonld thoroughly repreacnt the mind ai the 
corsiutuency, 
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corsituency, : 

Theac will in all probability lie between 
Major and Neff, M. L. A., of 
Monsomin, though tae namas of Magers. A. 
G. Thorburn, of Broadviow, ond B. P. Risk: 
ardsov, of Greniell, may bs brought forward. 
The contest in bhe convention, if oas arises, 
will be the emuternpard of che constituency 
syainet phe wexbern; but itis nob certain yea 
whasber Mr. Neil will allow his mame to b3 
brought before the coavention, for he is ao 
presenta prominantenod important figure ia 
che Northwest) Assembly, Lo will ba romem- 
bered ha wag a m3mber of Mr, HEsuloain’s 
late advisury couwcil. The pisition cf affsirs 
in the Terrltoriea may bs affected by the 
coming elention in Wallace, when if vhe Haul. 
tain osndidate, Mr, Insicger, ia re,ucned, Mr. 
Cayley may be forovd to resign, and Mr. 
Haultain, wibh a moejority pt ovo, may be 
srxain calied op to torm o Gaiveraman, of 
which Mr. Neff might be wanted aa lien: 
ionant. 

Mlajor Ball saye be hee already been asked 
to make proinises with the conditional promisa 
af suppors, bus he bad replied: “I am nov 
going in on promines, bul J hops tago out wish 
fulfilmente.” ‘The major ferbhar stated that 
he was pot anxious for a politicnl {lia for the 
sake of politics, bud he bolievad hist if he waa 


}1 nent to Ottawa tia could worlhily represent 


the Interests GE Jiaatern Assinibois, and that 

he would feel bia mata mission go be bbab of 

ap spostis of pm vigoroun immigration policy. 
Apparently thera iu mo probability of the 


will in sll probability lie between Liberalea conteerting be elecvioa. 


and J. AR. Nef, M. b.A,, of 


Thee 
Ma jar 


1892 — 1 Nov. — Victoria Daily Colonist: p.1 


http://archive.org/stream/dailycolonist18921101uvic/18921101#page/n0/mode/1up/search/indianthead” 


“Politics in Manitoba. — Winnipeg, Oct. 31. It is reported that ex-Attorney-General Martin will 
oppose Hon. Mr. Daly in Selkirk, although sections of the Liberals do not favour any opposition. 
R. Daly arrives here to morrow. Major Bell, of Indian Head, will probably be the conservative 
candidate for East Assiniboia.” 


1892 — Nov 3 - Qu’Appelle Vidette - Chesterton’s painting of Brassey townsite, for Tanner 


“BRASSEY, N.W.T. The Free Press says W. Chesterton, architect of this city, has prepared for 
Professor Tanner, general manager of the Brassey farms, a bird’s eye view of Brassey, which it is 
the intention of the directors to build, south of the C.P.R. track opposite the village of Indian 
Head. The proposed town is to be beautifully laid out and, the buildings proposed are a 


church, parsonage, and hospital, fine stores and business blocks, and several rows of houses and 


cottages for those employed on the estate. The picture is an imposing one, representing as it 
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does a model little town. In the background lie some of the cultivated lands of the company. 
[Frank’s Note: painting might include the Bell Farm in the background. ] 


1892 — Nov. 9 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 8 — Bell might run for East Assiniboia election 


FAST ASSIRIBOIA ELECTION: 


Ae A aoa 


Yin TG PF. Kicbardson Selected by ths 
Grenutill Arsociatton. wie 
At the misating of thalocal Libsral-Conaesy- 
alive sasoctation ab Gronfall on S2bturday lash 
to ohoosze' a loosl nomines éo0 put bafore tha 
osnvention which mestean the 12:h inst, B. 
P, Richardota carried tha meobing by s large 
majority over R S. Lake, and hia namo will 
accordingly bs preferred by ioonl sapporters, ; 
Other candidates far the honor of ee 


the oonstituenay will probabiy be Majar 

of Indian Head, A, 0. Patsergon of Qu’Ap- 
pelle, A. G. Thorburn of Brceadview und J, T. + 
Hawkes of Whitewood. | 


135 kb 


1892 — Nov. 17 — Qu’Appelle Progress p. 1— Bell unsuccessful in East Assiniboia election run 


[cree were 113 delegates present, | 
and Mr. LR. Brigham, of Mooso- | 
min, presided over the meeting. | 
The tirst business was the appoint- 
ment of committee on credentials. 
The following were proposed as 
candidates: Mr, W.W. McDonald, | 
of Fleming; Mr. Paterson, Qu’Ap- | 
pelle; Major Bell, Indian Head ; | +——_ 
Mr. Thotburn, Broadview ; Mr. | 
Richardson, renfell; Mr. Hawkes, | 
Whitewoud. Mr. B.D. Leacock, of | 
Estevan, 11 an eloquent cyeech said | 
that, owing to holding e@ position | 
under the C.P_R., he waa compelied 
to withhold his came from the con. | 
vention, The cand:dates were each | 
allowed ten minutes iu which to} 
address the meeting and express) 
their views on the various questions | 
lof mowent, The baltoting was then 
| proceeded with, and the names of 
Mahe candidates were gradually 
dropped till at the fifth ballot the 
choice Jaid between Major Beil aud 
Mr. Meitonald, and the last named 
gentloman came if victorious. It | 
was afterwards moved, eeconded by 
Major Beil, and carmed that Mr. 


CONVENTION AT GRENYELL 
The meeting at Grenfe | on Satur. 
day last of the delegates from the 
varivus Liberal-Conservative Asso- 
eiauons to select a candidate to 
reptesent Eastern Assinibota in the 
iduuse of Commons in place of Mr. 
| Dewdney was quite an event in the 
history of the town. 
| A week previous, each association 
had determined on the number ot 
| delegates to be sent to Grenfell as 
representatives, Qu’Appelle chose 
LZ, Fort Qu’aAppelle 10, Indian 
Head 15, Touchwood 3, Wolseley 5, 
Grenfell 17, Lroadview 6, Wapella 
4. Whitewood 10, Mvo-omin 15, 
Cannington Manor 2, Fleming 6, 
Estevan 5. 

Those appointed te attend from 
Qu’Appelle were Dr. Bell (presideut 
of the association), A, E. Whiflia, 
RK. J. Mulloy, J. 2. Beauchamp, A. 
Gray, A. N. McLane, J. A. Cowan, 
8. Kk. Edwards, A. Raymond, J. H. 
Fraser, J. 8. Davis. S /McDonald be the ananimous cheice 

The proceedings of the coavention | | Or 11. convention. 
were of an interesting character. | ek Ss epee 
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1892 — Nov. 24 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 5 — Major Bell at the Manitoba Hotel 


“AT THE CITY HOTELS -..... Major W.R. Bell, Indian Head;... .” 
1892 — Dec. 5 — Winnipeg Tribune, p.5 


“Major Bell, of Indian Head, arrived yesterday from west and registered at the 


Manitoba... SeheekTor details 


1892 — Dec. 30 — Major Bell receives $15 from Thomas E. Jackson for threshing done in 1891. 


(Source: Prov. Archives of Sask. Thomas I. Jackson collection, PR 18-121) 


1892 — Dec. 31 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 4 — Bell in Winnipeg 


“Miajor Bell, of Indian Head, is in the city.” 


1893 


1893 — Prospectus for the Bell Farming Company — based on data from 1882-1892 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


| Gapital Stock $125,000. 


: Bish. 
,200 SHARES, $100 EACH FARMING 


Se ee 


COMPANY. 
UNDER LETTERS PATENT. 
(Limiten) 
THE COMPANIES ORDINANCE, 
PS 


INDIAN HEAD, 


‘ 


| 292 kb 
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Ten year's experience has shewn the fact that the future 
wpely of high grade wheat to meet the wants of Great 
B will be drawn from the vast fertile fields of Manitoba 
and the Northwest Territories, 

The results of the experience of those who have been 
direct], sngaged in farming not only go te prove the capa- 
city of the soil of the Canadian Northwest but have enabled 
—_ interested sl a “ — —— of facts = 

igures in every detail, shewing clearly oe cost 01 
production and the percentage of profit realized upon the 


was first opened up for settlement, 
—- the completion of that grand transcontinental bigh- 
way, the Canadian Pacific Railway, attempts were made to 
farm on ascale commensurate with the vastness of vision 
that contemplated a field of operations stretching unbroken 
one thousand miles from east to west, but time and exper- 
fence have narrowed these operations to a basis of acreage 
over which a manager can exercise the fullest supervision, 

ractise the strictest economy in working and earn the very 

est results ‘The limit over which the most successful 
supervision may be exercised is found to be the yearly yield 
from 5,000 to 4,000 acres. 

During the past five years Mr, W. R. Bel) bas farmed a 
portion of the property at one time belonging to the Qu'- 
Appelle Valley Farming Company (limited) and purchased 
by him in the year 1 since then by him 
individually, His net profits during that period have aver. 
aged annually ten dollars per acre on an average acreage 
1,450 acres. There are now reatly for crop 1,900 acres of 
summmer-fallow. 

This acreage, profitable as it has been, is not sufficient 
to give full employment to himself and staff and provide 
adequately to meet the demands upon him which are 
sig the result of the position in which he finds him- 
self. 

The rly consists of 11,815 acres—almost en dloc— 
lying pe ier to the Town of Indian Head and the Experi- 
metital Farm operated by the Dominion Government. 

The present value of this land, as appears by the tabu- 
lated list presented elsewhere, is estimated—including the 
cost of preparing the 1.)) acres now ready for 


nT eee eee $101,202 

Upon this land, including dwellings, storehouses and 

gtanaries, there is a mortgage debt of $115,000 leaving the 
nett interest of the proprietor to be $76,292. 

To meet the demands of the mortgagees, The Scottish 


| Company (Limit 
| 1,250 shares of $100.00 each. 


American Investment Company, of Edinburgh, Scotland, | 


who desire the sum of $30,000 to be paid on account and 
thereby reduce the advance to $35,000, or to a sum about 
one-half the value of the land, and in order to raise the 
further sum of $35,000 to be used as byerr capital, the 
following proposition is made; it being settled and under- 
stood that the whole property now held by W, R. Bell 
uuder Certificates of Ownership (Torrens title) together with 


all the plant as enumerated will be transferred free of any 
encumbrance, other than that mentioned ; and it also being | 
understood that upon recei 
as already staterl, the Scot! American Investment Com- 
pany will accept a new mortgage for $85,000 at five per 
cent payable in five years, 

The proposition is: 

To form a Coseeny to be known as '' The 

)"' with a share capital of $125,000 in 


Of this stock, the eng so formed ander Letters 
Patent granted under the ance entitled ‘The Com- 
panies Ordinance " is to issue to W, R. Bell 600 shares, fully 
i up, as in full of bis entire interest as hefore stated at 

. leaving 650 shares to be subscribed for and from 
the proceeds of which, at par, is to be the $30,000 to 
the Scottish American Investment Company, required 
before the ist day of June next and leaving the renzinder 
to secure the $15,000 working capital. 

Mr, Bell to remain in the capacity of Manager under the 


| direction of the Board at a salary of $3,000 per annum, 


which sum: is also to cover the wages of a book-keeper. 
The following estimates have been carefally prepared 


| and bear out ful ly, and are based on the actual results, of 


the past five years. These, in brief, show the fofal receipts 
during the coming five years, say, from the Ist 7 
1893 to Ist January 1808 to be M7 
The total expenditure, per estimates are : 

Current Account including interest 

On mortgage debt 

On capital account 


5 yearly dividends at 7 per cent on 

pe PR ee 
ortgage 4 

Saenee cash py ah : 


he end of fi ti yous = al 
At the end of five years’ operations the Company 
stand in the following comet it 
Value of real p and plant. $191,202 
Expenditure on Capital Accoun 20,900 
27,800 
$239,092 


Cash on hand eis 
Liabilities (Capital Stock). . 125,000 
To credit of Profit and Loss . $114,002 


The realty may be expected to increase rapidly in value 
and during the currency of the peroid spoken of, six sections 
and iwo portions known as Sections 22 and 2S, township 18, 
range 13, section 53, township 18, range 18, sections 33, 17, 
21 and 22, township 18, range 12, and section 3, township 
19, range 18, may be sold and realised on leaving some 
7,000 acres, the best and most farm tract in the 
Domision of Canada as the field for future operation, 

The profit per acre is easily seen from the following :— 
Deduct from gross receipts 075, the gd expenditure 
$117,525 leaves the gross profit to be $177,450, The acreage 
of first year is 2,000, of the next four years 3,40 each, an 
average of 8,210 acres year or a total acreage in five 
years of 16,000—that is a trifle less than $11.00 per acre per | 
year. ; 

= - = ~ — 
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AVERAGE OF PRICES. 


”“ 


Oats 5,000 bush, 25 cts. 
Hay 50 tons $6 

ce toheove gapped ; 
Maintenance . . - Hee 


SOO pigs . Risie $14,075 
Interest on mortgage... . - 
Capital Account 


290 neces Acid e BRE 
Implements. ...456+. 3 


oats. 
PSTIMATED INCOME 1593, 


2, 
Hogs OM), 175 hs each, 6 
Hay 100 tons at $5 


years, 
ESTIMATED Exrevpirens 1844, 
Current Account 
Seed . 


Insurance and taxes . 
500 pigs . gi ienehre 
Interest on mortgage t b>e 


Capital Account 

10 binders $140 . . ‘ 
Repairs to other ‘machinery ‘ 
Harness. . . 

Repairs to ‘buildings, etc, 


- per bush. “= 


4,500 $21,175 


$28,97 
9,000 acres fallowed for wheat and 500 acres ploughed for 


Colts, 0incremse. ..... VW $39,150 
Estimated yield and prices are the average of the past five 


USTIMATRD rxcoxme 1804, 


Wheat 3,000 acres at 25 bush. 
TH0O0 bushels at 67 cts . $50,250 
OB 620 
-. 1390 


Hay, 100 tons at wn. gu 
Hogs, 500, 175 lbs each at 6c 5,250 363,300 


ESTIMATED EXPeENDrruRe 1805, 


Seed . 

Stable maintenance . 

Labor $1,000 mo, } mos 
Maint . 


Insurance and taxes 
(090 pigs . 6 
Interest on mortgage ey 


Capital Account 
ae Account . 


aaeue to bailding, oS 


=STIMATED INCOME 1805. 


Wheat, 3,000 acres at 25 bust. 
75,000 bashels at 67 cts. , $50,250 
Osts and barley, 500 acres. . 6,000 
Colts, 25.at 50 1,250 

"increase in value of 08 
ane "4 . 3,09 
How 8 + oe , 62% 

30) $64,175 


3; 000 ratte ‘fallowed for crop and (0 acres ploughed for oats 


ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE 1800 
Same as 1806 
ESTIMATED IncomME 1896, 
Same as 1595 . 
ESTIMATKD xxpmNorruRK 1807, 
Sarpe as 1895 . 
USTIMATKD tncoMs 1897, 
Same a 1885... , ANT 


The Union Bank, Winnipeg, has consented to act as 
trustees, and will receive all sul iptions for stock pend- 
ing the formation of the Company. 
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18 Hay racks, $12. teu eae 


1 Horse rake 
2 Boiling kettles, etc ‘ 
Mapnlrs, G0. 2 2 be kG ; 100 


a0 oY LANDS, ’ 216 
sate waite ———- | yf ony 
See, 3) 10 |1#44ac,'§8) § 6,142 No iesprovements, good s os sii ; 
} $ Water tanks, $25... -.... 5 
2 10 [13444 = |10) No 8 opscronee good 4 Broadcast seeders, $40 240 
| | 10 Press drills, $100 Lom 
1, ws Fr —_ plough, 3 a &® Set working harness . aM 
— oe and 1 : Backboard 60 
‘ai 

HIAI2640 12 One Sait in under plough. 1 ae af = 
SIG Ali2640 11 © 1 Double driving harness w 
33 18 1360 8 No Se, good 1 te Nf rr ah 
| = land. 1 Wind mili and crusher 1” 
13640 66 9 No improvements, good Blacksmith's outfit . om 
land. 10 ae tri pone 70 
12440 1 Fi fe ‘ ; % 
1 4 large yranaries, 5 St loo 

13440 3 pee and stables, 3 Small eek ‘grain shovels, h agaten 
forks, scythes, etc. . . 100 
2 Mowers... . : im 
a 
w 


12640 400 No im: ts, extra 

} land. 

13:0 5 | No improvemeots, extra 
land. 


1 stone cottage, | ra. 
| nary, all bier plea 
All uader plough allthe 


ee 


BUILDING MATERIAL, 


6000 Feet lumber, $22 . 
60 M-Shingles, $3 


SUNDRIES. 


_ 3s 8 EB 


OM) Pewee posts... . . . See 
jong 4} Miles fencing enclosing pasture, aw 
2 cottages and south divi- Supplies (estimated } : 20 
sion stable, large gra- | a on ane farm ’ 400 | 
aaey. | 1 Stable , ‘ Ho 
5 All under plough ; 3 cot- | 2 Granaries ; 500 
| tages and stablea. i Blacksmith sho: i] 


2 large granaries, 3 cot- 


| % Portable grana ee 
i and 3 stables ; all 


t plough. 


az f | cottage and stable. nissan 


a1, 8 cottages ncpentl stables. 
| 
| 


a — , ete, (other 
an person: effects, silver and 
fancy work,) office turniture inclu. 
ding safe, desks, ete, 


11, 8léac. $104,002 


| Cost of 1,400 acres sam- 
mer fallow for crop 
at $8.50 peracre.. . 6,300 


$161,202 


LIVE STOCK, 


1 Imported Clydesdale stallion , 
| & Imported Clydesdale s mares . 
30 Young a $2") 
16 Old horses, $100 . 
& Two year — io 
7 Yearlings, 
3 Head cate ¢ $35. 


7 u 
Chickens and tarkeys 


IMPLEMENTS, 


 Sulkey plow SS 
5 Hand pi oaR 
10 Spring toot harrow $45 
6 Disc maereens vee : 
1 Gang plough, small 
2 Peanla mills, 5 
1 Pair scales 
1000 Sacks . . . 
18 Wagons, $65 
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1893 — Jan. 12 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 3 — report on 1892 work on Experimental Farm after land bought in 1888 from 
the Bell Farm 


The farm which st one sime belonged to the 
Bll Farm Oa, Le enitiveted spd orspped for 
& few sensone, and attorescig told dormand for 
pagazal oe so phat in 1888 when thy vovarn- 
imeims piquired t ih for cupsamental puzpores, 
rt Bite, Moka, tbe maocgsr, fonnd it covered 

aves with § taxes ci abouricns weeds of every 
wprcion, Which pul bia ertlles on intelligent 
avd pradiaal spriculrustys ma a severe tent in 
wha endesvor to exterminate them. Buy nos- 
wishsinndiag abet 20d wil dhe oyhe> dithaulttes 
whiok Ie had & aantend wish—-climasia in- 
flurgoca tocinded, he bas sucesedad in a very 
addaivabls “TOoBngo! apd far bayontl he 
aspguinn expecinvions af lis mov zeolous 
tyromoimrd in restoring lato pba high ypatia of 
aiyivasiog in whiot inis sow funnd --mush bo 
the adiniraticn of all yis'iorg, 


as. 18 
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1893 — Jan. 14 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Major Bell to be curling with Manitoba team in Bonspiel in St. Paul. 


The Manitoba branch R.C.C.C. will send 
twelve rinks—48 curlers—to the bonspiel 
which opens at St. Paul next week. From | 
Winnipeg the Thistles will be _gepresented 
by R. H. Dunbar, L. R. MeKenzle, W. A. | 
Carson, A. C, Sutherland, ©, Corneil, A. 
Brown, jr, W. H. Youhill, Evans and 
probably F. J. Dorsey. From the Granites 
there will be M. Fortune, J. Paterson, W. 
Georgeson, T. Johnstone, W. G. Fraser, 
Chas, Allen, FE. G. Conklin, J. C. Gilker, T. | 
Kelly, H, MeDonald, KE. Cass, and ¢thers, 
three rinks at least. The Assiniboines will 
be represented by F. L. Patton, C. P. Wil- 
——-> || son, Major Bell, A. W. Lawe, and possi. 

bly GG. F, Galt. Rat Portage and 

Keewatin will send two rinks 

Portage la Prairie one, and Brandon two, 

The Portage rink will be skipped by ave of 

the best curlers in the province, W. H, 

Sparling. 


R.C.C.C. = Royal Caledonian Curling Club 


1893 — Jan. 24 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 2 — Major Bell on Manitoba Hotel Ball Committee (FRANK: which Major Bell — local 


or from Indian Head?) 
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2nd Annual Ball. 


Ain 


COMMITTEE : 


W. FB. Poarth, W. F. Buchaann, 

Capt, Adame, Lyman Dwight, 

ky Hous, Capt. Heward, 

' x + ss ees 

“ Rt. Baker, eitbinn 

K, Mckenzie, eM and, 
©] WLR. Allen, FP. H. Brydges, 
1@ | John Guit, G. W. Vauderalioe, 
i | Oe 8. Hare, FW. Sprado, 
, PW. Asho, Seeretary-treasurer. 


‘ 
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1893 — Jan. 27 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 4 — Major Bell at Manitoba Hotel ball (FRANK: which Major Bell?) 


“A BALL-ROOM OF BEAUTY . One of the Principal Society Events of the Season at the 
Manitoba ..... Guests from the United States, Provincial Towns, and the Far West... .It 
was terribly cold, but notwithstanding the wanderings of the mercury between thirty and forty 
below zero, nearly three hundred guests assembled in the Manitoba drawing rooms.... 
Duncan MacArthur, Major Bell... . THELIST..... J. Patterson, Major Bell,...... ” (FRANK: 
possibly Major bell was alone because his wife was in Ontario.) 


1893 — Feb. 3 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Mrs. Major Bell arrives late on train 


“PEOPLE WE TALK ABOUT...... Mrs. (Major) Bell arrived on the delayed east train this morning.” 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
1893 — Feb. 11 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 3 — First description of Mrs. Bell’s attire at Manitoba’s Government House dinner 
— two references: 


seis On Monday evening, the long-looked-forward to musicale and dance given by Mrs. 
William Tupper and Mrs. Somerset Aikens at the Manitoba was the opening event of the week. 
From beginning to end it was a delightful affair, and over three hundred guests enjoyed every 
moment of the time....... Among the loveliest gowns were..... Mrs. (Major) Bell white 
silk, trimmed with opalescent sequins and handsome necklet of jewels;...... 


and 


schctte ard Bachelors’ balls are always exceptionally enjoyable, .... last night’s lovely party at 
the Manitoba .... over five hundred ladies and gentlemen had assembled ..... among 
other dresses | may mention...... Mrs. Bell, of Indian Head, sage green brocade with white 
silk front and handsome jewels. ...... 


1893 — Feb. 15 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 4 — Major and Mrs. Bell at Manitoba’s Government House reception 


“RECEPTION LAST EVENING .... at Government House...... Following is a list of the invited 
Guests.... B...... Major and Mrs. Bell....... ” (FRANK: which Major Bell? — three 
columns of names) 


1893 — Feb. 22 — Winnipeg Free Press, p. 6 — Major and Mrs. Bell in Winnipeg for the winter 


“CITY AND COUNTRY - Major Bell, of Indian Head, and Mrs. Bell, have taken up their quarters 
at the Manitoba for the winter.” 


1893 — Feb. 24 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Major and Mrs. Bell among list of recent callers at Government House 


“GOVERNMENT HOUSE — A Lengthy List of Recent Callers at Government House -..... 
Major and Mrs. Bell, ..... “ (FRANK: which Major Bell? - two columns of names;) 


1893 — March 4 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 6 — Major and Mrs. Bell at social event hosted by Mrs. Brydges at a curling game. 


“WRITTEN FOR THE WOMEN ...... Mr. Brydges entertained a host of her friends last 
Saturday afternoon at the Assiniboine skating rink. The little waiting room was prettily 
arranged as a reception room....... Major and Mrs. Bell...... “ (FRANK: which Major 
Bell?) 


1893 — March 20 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 3 — Major Bell plays hockey with BENEDICTS — (FRANK: which Major Bell?) 


“THE BATTLE OF SATURDAY .. .. On Wednesday night a hockey match, Benedicts vs 
Bachelors, will be played at Granite curling rink in aid of the General Hospital and Children’s 
Home. Major Bell will lead the Benedicts and P.A. McDonald the Bachelors.” 


1893 — March 30 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 


Advertisement: “A.J. Osment General Merchant and Dealer in Undertaker’s supplies, furniture, 
stoves and steam fitting. Indian Head Assa.” 


1893 — April 24 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 8 - Bell leaves Winnipeg for Indian Head to seed 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
“Major Bell went west, yesterday, to his farm at Indian Head, to superintend seeding operations, 
which will be on a more gigantic scale than ever this year.” 


1893 — April 27 — Regina Evening Leader, p.1— The Rifle Association - includes Major Bell on the executive 


—_ —-—>__—— | 


The Rifle Association, 


Tho sixth annual general moeting of the 
Assinitoia Vrovineml Rule A-suciat on 
was hold «t the Lansdowne Ho el on Ve n- 
day ovoning, tho 24th instant, tho Presi- 
dent Major Hayter Reed, oveupying the 
chair, The oloction of officors fur the 
current year was proceeded with, result- 
ing in the election of the full ing 
goutlemen ;—Presidont, }r R. Sweet ; 
vice-Poadent, Mr. J, W. Jowett. Tio 
ollicen of Secretary and ‘Tronasuror were 
amalgamated and the present Svcretary, 
Mr = Mitchell, wes e@-ccted Secretary. 
Treasurer ; asst. scretary, Mr. J. R. C, 
Honeyman ; Executive Counedl—“ajor 
Hayto Reed, Major DM wat, Major 
Perry, Messrs AE. Forget, W. Vi, 
Williamson, R. J Steel, W. J. Chisholm, 
E, McCarthy, T. H. Jones, A. MeWinnon 
and JT. Stemshern, all of Regina ; 
Major Bell, Indwn Lead ; Captain Haris es eee 
and Mr, Howgll, Moos min; Mr Dl. A. 
Carruthers, Kutawa, and Mr. C, Gass, 
Moose Jaw, Kanye Oflieor, Mr. W, 
M. Williamson, Team Captains, Major 
Mowat and Mr. R. Sweet. Kango Com- 
mittco, Mossrs. ‘T. H. Jones W. J. 
Chisholm and A. McKinnon, 

It was decided that the raugo should be 
opencd immediately, and that the weekly 
matches bo shot, during the present soa- 
sun, on Wednesday afternoons, except on 
league match days (commencing at 3 
o’olock sharp) instead of on Saturdays us 
heretofore, Speoial inducomonts will bo 
florod te young shots, and on tho Cana- 
dean milttary leaguo match daye, viz: 
May 27th, Juno 10th, July 8th and 22nd, 
ammuultion will bo issued freo of charge 
to all members shooting Tho thanks of 
the association wero tondered the retiriny 
eflicors, and regret was expressed that the 
lato president, Major Reed, could net be 
induced to again fill tho chair which he 
had occupied, with so groat benefit to the 
avsoviativn, during thu pasd three years, 


1893 — April 27 — Qu’Appelle Progress , po 

“Mr. A.J. Osment is renovating his store.” 

“Major Bell arrived from the east Monday morning.” 
1893 — May 4 - Brandon Mail, p. 1 — Seeding on the Bell Farm 


“Major Bell reports that 300 acres were seeded on the Bell farm by Monday last. Although 
seeding is not yet general in eastern Assiniboia, a great deal of land has already been sewn.” 
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1893 — May 11 — Qu’Appelle Progress , D. 


“Indian Head - Major Bell is home again from the east.” 
1893 — May 18 — Qu’Appelle Progress , fu! 
“Major Bell has 1,600 acres of wheat sown. Very promising.” 


p.4 — “At the Hotels: The Leland: Major Bell, Indian Head” 


1893 — May 25 — Qu’Appelle Progress , eee — check for details 


[ annual meeting of the Liberal-Conservative Association of Indian Head held 21* inst. Major Bell appointed 
president, Angus McKay 1* vice-president.] 


1893 — May 26 — Winnipeg Tribune , p. 2 — Major and Mrs. Bell at Manitoba Government House social event 


“GOVERNMENT HOUSE....... List of Callers at Government House recently and on Thursday 
pla aes Major and Mrs. Bell..... “ (FRANK: which Major Bell?) 


1893 — May 31 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Major and Mrs. Bell leave for Indian Head. 
“PEOPLE WE TALK ABOUT...... Major and Mrs. Bell leave for the west this afternoon” 
1893 — June 1 — Regina Evening Leader, p. 2 Bell elected President of Liberal-Conservative Assoc. 


“INDIAN HEAD:. . . At the annual meeting of the Liberal-Conservative Association of Indian 
Head held on the 20" inst., Major Bell was elected president, Angus McKay 1” vice-president, 
W.H. Stephens gm vice-president.” 


1893 — June 13 — Winnipeg Free Press, p. 11 — Major Bell in Winnipeg 
“CITY AND COUNTRY -..... W.R. Bell arrived from his farm at Indian Head Sunday night.” 
1893 — June 15 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 


“A Big Affair. The annual meeting of the Central Liberal-Conservative Association of East 
Assiniboia was held at Indian Head on Thurs. the 8” inst and was attended by 75 delegates, 
representing all portions of the district.” Election of officers including president Mr. Angus 
McKay Indian Head, and 1* vice president Captain Price Moosomin (Frank, you included the pix 
of his house in your version of the stone house book) Under the sub-head “The Banquet,” 125 
gentlemen sat down at the Commercial Hotel and “After justice had been done to the bill of 
fare, Major Bell, overflowing with wit and good humor, proceed to dispose of a portion of the 
programme...” 


“Major Bell, of Indian Head, has sent his horse Ovington to Winnipeg to be trained for the 
summer races.” 


"Indian Head riflemen stood highest in the first North-West League match, and in the second 
competition at Indian Head, on Saturday, June 10, the following scores were made: WR Bell, 
V2 cago 
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1893 — June 19 — Manitoba Morning Free Press, p. 8 — Ovington to train in Winnipeg 


“Major Bell’s horse “Ovington” has been brought down from Indian Head and is at 
Patterson’s stables in training for the coming races.” 


1893 — July 4— Winnipeg Tribune, p. 3 — Mrs. Bell in Winnipeg 
“PEOPLE WE TALK ABOUT —-..... Mrs. W.R. Bell, of Indian Head, is a guest at the Manitoba.” 


1893 — July 6 — Manitoba Morning Free Press, p. 5— Ovington to race at Prairie Park, Winnipeg 


“Rain or shine the horses will start at Prairie Park this afternoon at 2 o’clock sharp. The 
directors have become tired waiting for favorable weather and decided last night to go 
on with the programme — let the elements rage as they may. Four races are on the 
board, -the three-minute-__..... In the half-mile heats..... The three-year-old 
trot..... and the mile and a quarter dash in which Blair Athol is considered a sure 
winner will have in the field Thankful, Ovington, and Miss Tax.” 


1893 — July 7 - Winnipeg Tribune, p. 4 - At Prairie Park Ovington entered for the mile heat, came in third 


“The Races at Prairie Park.... Races will be continued at Prairie Park to-day. ...... 
The mile heats will bring Ovington, Blair Athol, Imogene and Park Hill to the wire.... 


n” 


1893 — July 7— Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.__ — check for details 


[ 106 degrees F in the shade reported; last winter 54 degrees below zero F.] — source ? 


1893 — July 8 - Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 - At Prairie Park Ovington — “the back horse” — entered for the mile 
heat, but lost. 
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Before the rannere were called out the 
rain was coming down like an all night fall 
storm withanarty cold wind from the 
north, The track was in puddles in places, 
and the wheels of the sulkeys returning to 
the barn clogged up and slid along like 
sleigh runners. 

e race opened with Blair Athol, the 
winner of Thursday, a prime favorite, two 
to one nae peg et a starters 
were: Ov D, r Athol, ele, 
Park Hill. There was considerable difficul- * 
ty in getting the quartette started, and it 
was not until the fourth attempt that the 
fing fell. Imogene had the pole and Blair 
Athol got the outside,but the friends of the 
favorite were sure he would overtake her 
before the half mile fla. nig gee ai ae 
quarter was passed in , the 
with Imogene still tending, Athol a ; 
second, Park Hill a bad third and the black + 
horse wallowing through the mud away be- 
hind. The three-quarter pole was reached 
in 1.29 and the home stretch entered with 
Imogenc a length = ahead. Blair 
Athola’s rider gave him the bud all the 
way down, hut the mare was too fast for 
him. Her rider rode two very pretty heats 
and did not punish her in either, ¢ time 
was 2.004, second heat was between 
Imogene and the favorite, the others being 
distanced, This heat was considerably 
slower, as was to be expected from the in- 
creasing stickiness,  IJinogene led Iiteir 
Athol all the way round in .30, 1.004, 1.304, 
finishing easily in 2.05. The chestnut mare | 5 
is as pretty asa picture, and it is claimed 
her owners knew she was considerably bet- 
tor than Miss Fax defeated by Blair Athol 
Thursday, 


Le ni WEE ure 
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1893 — July 14 - Winnipeg Daily Tribune, p. 5, col. 3 — Ovington to race at the Winnipeg Exhibition 
“Five additional entries have been made for the novelty race, mile dash: H. Simpson, Winnipeg, 
Fandango; W.R. Bell, Indian Head, Ovington; G. Campbell, Elphinstone, Black Joe; A.W. Law, 
Winnipeg, Parkhill; G-:M. Webb, Winnipeg, Richard III.” 


“Ovington and Fandango have been entered by their respective owners for the open running 
race on Friday, as also Parkhill, by A.W. Law, and Richard III, by G.M. Webb.” 


1893 — July 20 — Winnipeg Daily Tribune, p. 1 — Winnipeg Fair — Major Bell’s horses, including Ovington 
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1893 - Visitors Register 
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Number Date Name Residence Comments 
300 July 25, James Long Stanbridge Hall, Member of British-Irish Farmer Delegate Tour 
1893 Ramsey, England 
301 M Booth Derbeyshire, Member of British-lrish Farmer Delegate Tour 
Waddington England 
301 x J. Steven Ayrshire, Member of British-Irish Farmer Delegate Tour 
Scotland 
303 . Reuben Skelton Nottingham, Member of British-Irish Farmer Delegate Tour 


England 


1893 — List of British-lrish Farm Delegates (source: Regina Leader, 31 Aug. 1893, p. 8 
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The Leader - Aug 31, 1893 Browse thisnewspaper» Browse all news) 
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WATE Hey PN O20 PT, 
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To Spy Gut the Zand. 

Sir Charles Tupper, Canada’s ligh com- 
miss. ner in London, Mny., bas selectud 
fourteen Jsritish aud Trish farmer «lele- 
gates out of a large munber of those who 
responded to the invitation of the Donm- 
ion Government, Six of tho delegates 
left Liverpool for Montreal by the Var- 
isian, n+mely 

Mr. Kouben Shelton, of Graree Farm, 
Ruddington, Notts., farming 175 acres. 

Mr. Wichhun fuskip, of Caldecute, 
Ballock, Leits, farming 400 nerves, 

Mr. J. Guiry, of Redimandstown, Clon- 
mel, Ireliaad, farming 1,200 acres 

Mr, J coph Sinith, of Suwerby, Thirsk, 
Yorkshire, farming S88 acres, 

Mr. Jolin Steven, £ Patoch Farm, 
ILurlford, Ayrshire. 

Mr. Alexander Wraser, Balluch, 
Culloden, lnverness. 

Two more left by the Mariposa, imene- 


ly: 

. Mr. Vooth Waddington, of Bolohull 
Farm, “imgerworth, Chesterfield, Derby- 
shire, farming 53 acres, 

Mr. R, Ul Baulks, of Langham, Oak- 
ham, Ratko, fa-miny GI acres, 

The renuning six siiled by the Van- 
couver froin Liverpool, namely 

Mr. J.T. Meanklin, of ILandley, near 
‘Towcester, farming 1.000 neres, 

My. Willmm Weeks, of Cloverten 
Farm, Chippenham. Wilts, farming 160 
ucrus, 

Mr, dulin Pitt, of Oburnford, Collump- 
ton, Devon, farming 450 neres, 

Mr. A. J. Davies, of Upper Hollings, 
Pensa, Tenbury, farming 220 acres, 

Mr, John Roberts, of Plas Ueaton 
Farm, Trefimut, 25.0., Wales. 

And - ne other Welsh delegate, 


230 kb 


Some of the delegates later stayed at the Lansdowne Hotel, Regina (See Sept. 21, 1893 entry) 
1893 — Aug. 2 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 


“We had the pleasure of a drive over a portion of the Bell Farm a few days ago with the 
Major, and saw some splendid fields of grain. He has a field of oats that would be hard 
to beat in any country and nearly all his wheat looks fine.” 


1893 — Aug. 3 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4— Report on Bell Farm crops 


“We had the pleasure of a drive over a portion of the Bell Farm a few days ago with the 
Major, and saw some splendid fields of grain. He has a field of oats that would be hard 
to beat in any country and nearly all of his wheat looks fine.” 


1893 — Aug. 3, Regina Leader , p. 8 - Major Bell runs Ovington in Regina Races 
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1893 — Aug. 10 — Regina Leader, p. 8 — Major Bell staying at the Lansdowne Hotel, Regina. 
1893 — August 10 — Visit by Andrew Osler and James Taylor of the Artisan Expedition, from Scotland. 


The report on this visit was made in several later issues of the Dundee Courier, including one on April 24, 1894 
by Andrew Osler, and one on Jan. 13, 1894 by James Taylor. The Expedition appears to have been funded by 
the Dundee Courier. 


(Frank: | think that the reference to Brassey’s 53,000 acres in the East Brassey Farm is a misprint — possibly it 
should be 5,300 acres. Elsewhere there is mention made that each of the Brassey Farms were about 2,500 
acres, so two of them would be close to 5,000 acres. The statistics provided by Taylor appear to be more 
accurate than those in Osler’s article) 
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INDIAN HEAD TO BRANDON. 
MEETING WITH A KIRRIEMARIAN. 
HIS SUCCESS IN AMERICA, 
THE LUMBER TRADE. 

(em the Dundee Courtes of tall Gi 


Mr Osler, the Courier’s icultural Commis- 
sioner to Am writes :—Lefore leaving the 
distriot of Indian we had a drive through the 
great Bell Farm, which buge concern has been so 
often described. Formerly this farm was run by 
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2 1 (From the Dundee Weekly News of February 17.) 
a CANADIAN NORTH-WEST. 
Brandon District. 
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Taylor’s Report (84 and 100 KB) — also reference to First Nation workers 
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1893 — Aug. 12 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Bell Cup presentation criteria 
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1893 — 17 Aug — Regina Leader, p. 8 — Ovington bolted at Regina Races 


7 MILY DASIL. 


Thankful. —. ‘ : let 
Randall. ; ~. Qud 
Bay Frauk,. 3rd 


Seinen bolted. ‘Imo 1 wi. 


Friday, 38 kb 


1893 — Aug. 24 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p.__ 


8 September 2024 
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“The Free Press says that Mr. Bell believes his wheat crop will go 35-40 bushels per 
acre.” (Goes on to state that, during a Sunbeam Farm, aka Brassey farm, tour, 800 acres 
is under wheat and nearly 1,000 acres is ready for next year.) 


1893 — Aug. 28 — Montreal Gazette — 14 British-lrish-Scottish -Welsh Farmer Delegates arrive in Canada 


Allan Line - S.S. Parisian: Reuben Shelton; Wickham Inskip; J. Guiry; Joseph Smith; John Steven; Alexander 
Fraser; 

Beaver Line - S.S. Mariposa: Booth Waddington; R.H. Faulks; 

Dominion Line — S.S. Vancouver: J.T. Franklin; William Weeks; John Pitt ; A.J. Davies; John Roberts; plus one 
other Welsh delegate to be selected [James Long]. 


THE FARMER DELEGATES. 


Some Arrive by the Parisiaa—Others 
Will Follow Shortly. 


The High Commissioner hag selected 
fourteen British and Irish farmer dele- 
gates out of the large number of those 
who responded to the invitation of the 
Dominion Government. These fourteen 
delegates t the following dis- 
tricts in the United Kingdom: Stafford. 
shire, Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire 
(2); Leicestershire, Northamptonshire 
and Kutlandsbire (2); Huntingdonshire, 
Bedfordshire, Herts and Cambridge. 
shire; Yorkshire; north Scotland ; 
south Scotland; Hampshire and Wilt: 
shire; Devon and Cornwall; Glow es- 
tershire, Worcestershire and Warwick- 
shire; Wales (2); IL Amug 
there d es at least five farm 
two bund acres or leas, while some 
farm over 1,000. The reports will there- 
fore be well representative of British and 
Irish farming opinion. Six of the dele- 


farm, Hurlford, Ayrshire; 
Fraser, of Balloch, Culloden, Inverness. 
Two more will arrive by the Beaver 
liner Mar'pora, viz., Mr, Booth Wadding- 
ton, of Bolehill farm, Wingerworth jChes- 
terfield, Derbyshire, farming 53 acres, 
and Mr, K. H. Faulks, of Langham, Oak- 
ham, Rutland, farming 61 acres. The 
remaining six will arrive by the Van- 
couver, of the Dominion line, viz, Mr. 
J.T. Franklin, of Handley, near Tow- 
cester, farming 1,000 acres; Mr. William 
Weeks, of Cleyerton farm, eg A ome 
Wilts, farmin 150 acres; Mr. John 


Pitt, 

es by the ,» namely ~—Mr. of Uburn ’ 
ye ford, Collumpton, Devon, farm- 
rg Gone of ee — _ ing 450 acres; Mr. Ay Davies. 0 rd 
Wickham Ineki of Bald por Hollings, Pensa, Tenbury, farming 220 
acres; Mr. Jobn Roberts, of Pias Heaton 


farm, Trefnant, R.8.0., Wales; and one 
other Welsh delegate to be selected. 


Herts, farmi ; Mr. J. Goiry, 
of Ie 2 
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1893 — Aug. 31 - Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4 - Bell elected President of the new Indian Head Board of Trade 
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INDIAN HEAD BOARD OF 
TRADE. 

At a Jarge and very influential | 
mecting, held in the Commercial 
Hotel, Indian Head, on Saturday, 
August 26th, Mr. Wim. Douglas in 
the chair, a Board of Trade - for 
indian Head district was formed 
with the following officers -— 

President, Major W. R. Bell ; | 
vice-president, James Coun; Secres | 
tary, Hi. Reed Henderson ; treasurer, | 
Wi. Dickson. 

Directors : Messrs. Robt. Craw | 
ford. A. 0 GRR Wm. Douglas, | 
H, H. Campkin, 8. Edwards, Angus | 
Macikay, Wa. Stephens and Walter 
B, Sheppard. 

Major W. 2. Bell was appointed | 
to represent the Board at the meet- | 
me of Commissioners to be held at 
Winnipeg for the purpose of fixing | 
the standards of grain for 1893. 
| Tha rising and prosperous district 
like Indian Head we feel that a/ 
Necessary step has been taken, and | 
trust that those interested wall give | 
the uudertakiny their hearty support. 

dhe Board of Trade will meet 
again on Saturday, Sept. 2nd, at 8 
p-m., for the purpose of forming a 
pcummuttee to draft by-laws and 
for general business. 


129 kb 


1893 — Aug. 31 - Regina Evening Leader, p. 5 — Bell elected President of the new Indian Head Board of Trade 
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ENDIAN HEAD. 


Ata large and very influsntial mocting 
vf the Loui Lead Goad of Tin ie neal on 
tne Commercial hotel, Ludtan Head, on 
Saturduy, August 2th, a LBuard of Trade 
ior thie district wae furmed with tno fol- 
lowing oflicera: President, Majur W. R, ——SS SS 
Bell; vice president, James Conn; srere- 
tary, IL. R. Henderson; Treasuro:, Wm, 
Dickson; directors, Mesars Robt. Cenuw- 
ford, A. J. Usinent, Wm. Douglas, LU. H. 
Campkiv, S. Edwards, Angus Mackay, 
Wm. Stephens, and W. L. Sheppard. 

Major W. R. Bell was appointed to re- a 
present the Board at the meoting of com- 
nussioners to be held at Winamp g for she 
purposo of fixing the standard of prain fur 
this year 
_ After a long discussion the Buard ad- 
Journed till Saturday, Sept. 2ed at 8 p.m, 
whou a committee will be appointed to 
draft by-laws and for the gonoral tratsac- 
tion of business. 
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1893 — September ? — Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
304 Sept.? Alex Fraser Balloch of Member of British-lrish Farmer Delegate Tour 
1893 Cullodin, 
Inverness, 
Scotland 
305 Sept. ? Jerome James PP??? Member of British-lIrish Farmer Delegate Tour 
1893 Guiry 
306 * PP? J, COX Crown Lands, Manitoba 
Winnipeg in 
charge of 
delegation 


1893 — Sept. 7 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 


“Territorial Echoes Indian Head ... At a meeting held in the Commercial Hotel, Indian Head, on 
Sat. Rug 26", a Board of Trade for Indian Head district was formed with the following officers: 
President, Major W.R. Bell; vice president James Conn... Directors: Messrs Robert Crawford, 
AK Osment... Angus MacKay. .. Walter B. Sheppard... 


“Major W.R. Bell was appointed to represent the Board at the meeting of Commissioners to be 
held at Winnipeg for the purpose of fixing the standards for grain for 1893.” 
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1893 — Sept. 8 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Whyte reports on burning of Bell Farm Elevator and Mill 


“A NICKLE-PLATE LINE. - Coming east, General Superintendent Whyte and party passed the 
burning elevator and mill at the Bell farm, Indian Head. The heat from the burning building 
was intense. As the mill had not been running lately, the origin of the fire is ascribed to 
spontaneous combustion. A considerable quantity of wheat had been shipped from the 
elevator the day previous, therefore there was not much grain stored, thought the loss will be 
quite heavy. It is the intention of Major Bell to immediately rebuild both the elevator and mill, 
as the former will be needed for storing some 60,000 bushels, the yield of wheat on the Bell 
farm.” 


1893 — 9 September — Victoria Daily Colonist: p. 1: Fire at the Bell Farm 
http://archive.org/stream/dailycolonist18930909uvic/18930909#page/n0/mode/1up/search/indian+head 


“Fire at the Bell Farm. Winnipeg, Sept. 8 — The flour mill, elevator, engine house and office 
belonging to the Bell farm at Indian Head, were destroyed by fire, also a car containing ties. 
Total loss about $25,000. The original of the fire is unknown.” 


1893 — Sept 14 - Qu’Appelle Vidette - Bell and friends shooting ducks at Lakesend 


“The following item should have appeared in our last issue: Mr. A.E. Iredale entertained Major 
Bell, of Indian Head; Mr. D. Ricardo, of Calgary; Messrs. Lascelles and Crosbie, of Moose Jaw; 
and Mr. C. Fetherstonhaugh at his shooting box, at Lakesend, on Friday and Saturday last when 
thy had two good days’ sport, bagging over 400 ducks.” 


1893 — Sept. 14 — Qu’Appelle Progress , eed 


“Big Fire at Indian Head. The fire fiend visited Indian Head on Thursday afternoon last and filled 
the town with excitement and consternation. The Bell Farm flour mill, elevator and engine 
house were destroyed by the devastating element, as was also a car of ties belonging to the 
CPR. There were 1,400 bags of low grade flour in the mill at the time, and the elevator 
contained 1,300 bushels of wheat. The damage was estimated at $25,000 and there was only 
$4,000 insurance on the elevator. There was a strong wind blowing at the time, and other 
buildings in the vicinity were in great danger of being consumed. Only the hardest fighting 
prevented the town from being licked up by the flames. The origin of the fire is not definitely 
known.” 
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Major Bell’s grain elevator and flour mill burned in 1893 - note gap in lineup in this c.1896 photo — 
possibly the site of the mill and elevator. (Source: Peel Prairie Postcards # PCO02464) 


1893 — September - exact date undetermined (some on 19" Sept., see below) 


In 1893 the High Commissioner for Canada invited a delegation of people connected to the agricultural 
industry in Great Britain to visit Canada and "report upon its agricultural resources, and the 
advantages the country offers for the settlement of farmers and farm labourers, and the other classes 
for which there is a great demand." 


Some of the tour members visited the Bell Farm in late July, en route West; others in early September 
(including Alex Fraser and John Steven) , apparently while returning to the East. A number of the 
members signed the Visitor’s Register. Unfortunately Major Bell was away when Fraser and Stevens 
toured the area, and so Mrs. Bell did the honours of meeting them. 


Thomas Mills apparently accompanied the tour, and took a large number of photos, but did not sign 
the Visitors Register. 


p. 43 — ref to Thomas Mills: in Report of Mr. Alex Fraser 


https://archive.org/stream/scotchtenantfarmOOcana#page/n51/mode/2u 


———» | way. Mr. Thomas Mills, photographic artist and lanternist, Garth, 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


Tt was with a general feeling of regret that the passengers, who 
had passed the preceding week so pleasantly, said good-bye. During the 
passage, Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper had several conversations with the 
delegates, both together and separately, and imparted to us very much 
useful and interesting information about Canada, and how we could 
accomplish the objects of our mission in the best and most expeditious 


Bangor, North Wales, gave an entertainment on board, showing his 
views of Canada, which we afterwards cog she be sey correct and 
representative. He accompanied one section of the Delegation, adding 
to his already copious wisely of lantern slides many new and interesting 
views. Our portmanteaus and boxes were passed by the Custom House 
officers with very little difficulty, they in every case taking our word for 
what they contained. I may mention that on our return journey, at 
Tisaipacl, the examination was very much more strict. ; AS kb 


Following the journey, Messrs Steven and Fraser published their observations, as noted below: 
p. 18: Bell, Brassey and Sykes/Edgeley Farms: in Report of Mr. John Steven 


https://archive.org/stream/scotchtenantfarmOOcana#tpage/n27/mode/2u 


18 The Agricultural Resources of Canada. 


We next visited the great Bell Farm, which lies between 
The Old the town of Indian Head and Qu’Appelle, a town still 
Bell Farm. farther west. It is one of the gigantic affairs in the 

way of farming in Canada, or I might rather say it 
used to be; it is now divided into three large farms. Major Bell | <——— 
used to have 12,000 acres of wheat. It used to be run as a joint- 
stock affair, but the company dissolved, and it was divided into three 
farms, one of which is owned by Major Bell. On this farm there 
are still about 1,400 acres of wheat, and, as far as we can learn, it is 
successfully managed. Major Bell being from home when we called, we 
only waited a short time; visiting also the Edgley Farm of 14,000 aeres, 
2,000 of which are in cultivation. Land here can be bought for from 
$5 to $8 per acre, according to quality. Mr. Sykes, 5 rt, Man- 
chester, is owner of an immense estate, and willing, I erstand, to 
sell it at some sueh price. This particular location, however, is said to 
be more suited for wheat-raising than mixed farming. After staying 
overnight, we drove through a country of diversified appearance, mostly 
Government land, ready to homestead, or to be bought at from $3 to $4 
per acre. We found this district also well watered, and intersected by 
small belts of wood of nearly an acre in extent on an average. To those 
here who are looking for land, water is of great importance—in fact, for 
cattle-farming it cannot be done without. Some parts of this plain are 
three miles square without a single bush, all waiting the plough; other 
parts are as I have described, 
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p. 64— Bell, Brassey Farms: _ in Report of Alex Fraser: 


https://archive.org/stream/scotchtenantfarmOOcana#page/n73/mode/2u 
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the stones being picked up on the surface. Wages here are very muah 
the same as in Manitoba. Before our return to Indian Head we had a 
drive round the country, calling on several farmers. The system of 
farming is to summer-tallow one-third of the land in cultivation, and 
take two white crops off in succession; the land is not ploughed for 
the second crop, the stubble being burnt off in the spring, and the seed 
drilled in. In this way two-thirds of the farm is in crop, and the 
remainder in summer fallow. So far as wheat-growing is concerned, 
this is the finest land we have seen, the average tn being about 30 
bushels per acre, with almost entire freedom from frost or hail. Smut 
has sometimes appeared, but only when the farmer has failed to dress 
his seed with bluestone. We drove over a part of the celebrated Bell 
Farm, which has so often been described, and called at the house. 
Unfortunately, Major Bell was away from home, but we were kindly 
received and hospitably entertained by Mrs. Bell. The Bell and 
Brassey Farms occupy a great deal of the land available for wheat- 
growing round this immediate neighbourhood, but on both land can be 
bought for a very reasonable figure from $10 upwards. In the after- 
noon we drove to Qu’Appelle, about 10 miles west, which was reached 
at 4.30 p.m. Most of the journey was through the Brassey Farm. 
After the first couple of miles the land was unbroken, and of a lighter 
and more undulating nature. Many bluffs, composed of tall poplar 
scrub, were dotted over the land, the trail at times going through an 
avenue over a hundred yards in length. The principal agricultural 
implement agent at Qu’Appelle is a Mr. MacDonald, from Forres, N.B. 
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1893 — 14 September: Winnipeg Free Press — reference to threshing machines & Ralph Todd 
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1893 — Sept 18 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Bell returns from St. Paul, Minnesota 


“Major W.R. Bell returned yesterday from St. Paul.” 


1893 — Sept 19 — The Agricultural Resources of Canada: Mr. T. Pitt’s Report, p. 15 - visit to Bell Farm / 
Indigenous workers 


“Sept. 19:.... Wealso passed through the Bell Farm, originally 60,000 acres, costing 
$1 % per acre, owned by Major Bell, from Ontario; in 1882 was formed into a company. 


Major Bell now owns about 14,000 acres, with 4,000 in cultivation. Indians help on the 
Bell Farm in harvest.” 


1893 —Sept 20- The Agricultural Resources of Canada: The Report of J.T. Franklin, p. 7 — good crops, 
Indigenous people working, vacant cottages, and weeds 


“Sept 20... Brassey Farm.... This farm was a portion of the celebrated Bell Farm. We 
drove from this farm through the Bell Farm, but had not time to call. It was originally 
60,000 acres, and Lord Brassey bought 33,000 acres of it. Major Bell now farms 14,000 
acres, but only 4,000 acres are in cultivation. There are good cottages, and granaries, 
bult apparently upon each section, a large number of which are unoccupied upon a 
portion that is waste. We saw some excellent crops being carried by Indians, who 
camped near during the harvest; but on other portions of the estate a fire would have 
been a great benefit to burn the weeds. Farming on a very large scale where one 
cannot give a strict attention seldom answers. Take, for example, this farm, and that 
recently owned by Mr. Sandison at Brandon. But | think this is a very good district for 
corn-growing, where any man is likely to get a good return for his labour.” 


1893 — Sept. 21 — Regina Leader, p. 8 — British-Irish Delegates stay in Regina hotel on Wed. Sept. 20 


—On Wednesday the following dole- 
gates arrived and a up at the Lans- 
downe: Messrs. J. Steven, Ayrshire, 
Scot. : Bruco Waddington, Chesterfield, 
Iing.; Alex. Fraser, Inverness, Scot.; << 
Reuben Sholton, Nottinghamshire: Jer- 
omo J. Guiry, Clonmel, Ireland; R. 
H. Fau'ks, Rutlandshire ; Joseph Smith, 
Thirsk Yorkshire; Mr. George J. Cux, 
Inspector Crown Lands, is in chargo of 
tho delsgation. 81 kb 


See also Sept. 28, 1893 report 


1893 — Sept. 28 — Regina Leader, p. 8 — British-Irish Delegation tour Regina area 
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Ihe Leader - Sep 28, 1893 Browse this newspaper 


—_—— — 
The British #clezation, 


The Briush detegarton acereaned to 
Canada in ‘he interests of immigration 
arrived in town on tho evening of the 
20h mst. Tho day following oponed 
cold and wat but tho atternon was 
spent in visiting the barracks, Covern- 
ment House and other pilic in«titutions, 
Tho following day the delegation droyo 
around the country adjacent to tho town. 
In an interview held with these geutlo- 
men by a represoutative of Tur Leaver 
Wo wero muvh impressed with the practi- 
cal gord sense displayed by the gentlemen 
comprising the do eyation in doulig with 
tho various aspects of a new country 
suddenly presented to thom, ‘They bave 
made a thorough examination of the chiof 
vottlementa slung the U PR, and M, and 
NW. Ry. and express themselves in 
strong terns of what they havo witneswd, 
The members +f the delegation, Messra. 
4, Stevon, Ayrshivo, Sot; Bruce Wad- 
dington, Cheatorfivld, Eng; Alex. Frasar, 
Inverness, Sovt.; Reuben Shelton, Not- 
tinghunshire, Jeromm J. Guiry, Clon- 
nwl, treland, Ro Ho Faulks, Ruthud- 
shiro; Jvsorh Smith, Thizek Yorkshiro 
aro selectred with great care from tho 
British counties in Wugland, Scotland, 
Wales and Ireland. From the intorviuw 
above alluded to wo aro fully impressed 
with tho conviction that no more practi- 
cal avd hard working doloyation vor 
roached tho country. Ine North-Wost 
and country generally in to be conuratu- 
Intod on this fact. We wish tho dulega- 
‘ion a pleasant continuance of their 
journey, and can add that they sowm to 
bo in good and reliablo hands in guiding 
them on their lony travel. 


1893 — Oct. 5 — Qu’Appelle Progress , ae 


8 September 2024 


151 kb 


“Major Bell is erecting another elevator on a site near the one which was recently destroyed by 
fire. The new elevator will have a capacity of 30,000 bushels.” 


1893 — Oct. 4 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4 — Court Case: Thompson for stealing Bell’s decoy ducks 


“SUPREME COURT - There was a regular sitting of the Supreme Court held at Qu’Appelle on 
Tuesday last, Judge Richardson presiding. The following were heard: 


Queen vs James Thompson. In this case Thompson was charged at the instance of Major Bell 
with stealing decoy ducks. Mr. Scott was Crown prosecutor and Mr. Smith and Mr. Secord for 
defendant. Defendant was acquitted.” 


1893 — October 9 — Flying the flag at the Bell Farm in the 1890s 
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36 


dogs, and immense droves of cattle. We have 
passed the great ‘Bell’ farm, so called after its 
owner. It is worked on a gigantic scale, and is 
entirely of grain. One stretch of wheat is four miles 
long, to plough one furrow and back again witha 
team of horses is a man’s day’s work. All the work 
on this farm is done in a kind of military fashion, the 
men work in companies and battalions, and with an 
exactness representing drill. At the dinner hour a al 
flag is hoisted on the highest part of the farm 
buildings, which can—on this perfectly level land— 
be seen for miles. At that signal every soul on the 
farm leaves off work and eats his meal, always taken 
with him; at the end of an hour down goes the flag 
and every man recommences work. The owner has 
an excellent house near the railway, and he has 
housed all his men in suitable and comfortable little 
frame cottages. They have good wages and whole- 
some food, though not much beef or mutton, the latter 
I should imagine never, as throughout the whole of 
the journey I have seen nothing like a _ sheep, 
excepting one pet lamb at the door of a hut, and 
evidently not intended for the mint. 


226 kb 


(Source: Here a Little and There a Little, by Agnes Simpson, 1894, p. 36.) 


1893 — Oct. 19 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1 — Agricultural Show at Indian Head — Major Bell won 17 prizes for: 
horses (11), cattle (2) and grain (4) 
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AGRICULTURAL SHOW aT | HOUSES. f CarTLe (GRADES). 
H i 


INDIAN HEAD. — any age, . Gur, W Dickow, dajoe seat 

The tenth annual exhibition of |. ohh , eifer two years old, ivk son, 

. - Society | Heavy draught (registered) — T Skinner, Ileife at old, 

tho Tudian Head Agricultural ys i Stallion, W K Tiel A mate, T porns Majur WI vOut ot 
ret held at Tudian Head ou the | WX Bell first aud seound, 1893, W Harvey, T Skioner. Yoke 
Ath inst, The day was all that Heavy dnyzht—Stallion three uf working oxen,Assimivine Indian, 


a 


could by desired, but the ruin of the years old or over, J Glenn, Man Joseph Gleun, 
two previous days had left the roads | with fowl at side, J Oblewan, J 


snrer, 


in a state that no doubt prevented | 4 Ualfour, Filly or yebling  Uiree Short wool sam, W Kirkland, W 
many from a distance sttending. }q years old, W Ruklandt,  illy or Dicksou, Short woot ram lamb, W 
The exhibit of grain, vegetables, gekling wo years oll, Wit Hell Dickson, J Fessaut. ‘wo short 
ladies’ work, etc “was shown in the linet and seound. Filly or gebling woul ewes, W Dickson, W Kirk- 
t Hall , hile h rsagpeor Fh one year oll, WOR Bell first and land, Two short wool ewe labs, 
own Hall, while the cate # second. ‘Team, J Balfour, W Dickson first aud seeond. Len 
sheep pens were arranged at Ue General purpose Stallion three | 4 uf short woos, W Dickson, Long 
hack of that building. The Ex. years kt, J Glens. Stallion (we wool sam, T Skinner Gret aud 
petimeutal Yarm imads a grand years old, WH Vidal s coud. Brood second. Long wool rua hunb, T 


q wiare with fual at side, J Gloom, J 
4 Whittingham, Filly or gelding 
i thrve years old, W Dickson, Filly 


exhibit cf grains, seeds, vegotubles, 
graases, etc, which wus tastefully 
[ wrranged in the centre of the hall 
aud attracted a great deal of atten- 
tion, The displuy of ladies’ work 
and da.ry. produce was excellent in 
quality and quantity, ay was also 
the exhibit of the Assiviluine 
Tudians from the resetve in charge 
of Mr W. SS. Grant, The grain 
exhibit has never been excelled in 
qualits; and when one cousiders the 
small porcentage of furnrers in this 


Skinner. Two long wool ewes, T 
distiicth, whe juve Ubreshed, vf castings horses in haruess, C Uf 


Skinner. Two long wool ewe lambs, 
Skinner. Yeu vl long wouls, 7 
or gelding one yeur old, WR Beil Skinner. 
first and second, Fual of 1893, rics. 

Boar with registered pedigree, B 
Woolbvuse first und second. soar 
over ove yenr, EJ Brooks first and 
second. Boar wuder one vear, B 
Woolhouse first and second. Sow 
over one year old, EJ brooks, RC 
Higby. Sow wider one year old, 
B& Woothonee first and second. Sow 
with liter of pigs, R Lee. 

POULTRY. 

Coop of any variety fowls, J 
Brown, Pair of ducks. J Brown, J 
Leader, Pair of geese, J Coppi- 
thorn, J Whittingham, 

GRAIN. 

Four bushels Red Fyfe wheat, 
Major Bell, W Dickson. Two 
bzsbels Ned Fyfe wheat, Major: 
Beil, W Dickson, Two bushels two- ; 
rowed barley, Major Hell, I Skinver. | 
Two bushels white oats, Major Bell. : 


Whitiaglaw, E Williamson. Team, 
J Boothe, E Williatuson, 

Rosudsters—Mare with foal at 
side, W J Turop, Major Bell, Filly 
or gelding three years oll, W Dick 
son, Fiily or geiing two year 
vld, J Tate. Foal of 1893, Major) | 
lel, WJ Harrop. 

Carriage aud saddl: horses —Vuit 


ry ee 


number of samples was large. The hp eced ‘, — o ihe yany, 
exhibit of cattle, sheep and pigs wats CATTLE (GEGISTRRED). 
expecially youd, both iu nusober and Durham bull any age, T Skuoner, 
quality, The number of hurses was RC Righy,  Durlame bull of 1893, 
wot Jarge, but the prize winners T Skinner first aud secoml. Lr 
were excellent specimens of their |; ham cow, T Skivner tirst awd 
respeetive clasees, especially the |] scout, Bull other than Durkan, 
stallives and cols, The judges AJ Vorke:, T Skinner. Cow other 
were all visiters trom Grenfell and 


> 


4 


than Durham, Bb Sweats, Heth 
other than Uurham, two years old, 


their awards gave great satisfietion. |] Sitamer ileifur oileritan Dos f 
The following is the prize list -— l agen “id, T Peale uaa of native grasses, G Lang,| 
HORSES. i CATTLE (GRADES). Thowspson. 
58 kb 58 kb 85 kb 


1893 — Nov. 22 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Major Bell staying at the Manitoba Hotel 


“Among the arrivals at the Manitoba which seem to have a connection with the fight 
are Major Bell of Indian Head, ....” [FRANK: The “fight” likely refers to a political 
contest. ] 


1893-—October-_———_—S-- Lordi and Lady Aberdeen cross Canada in Oct on first tour as Governor-General 
— no reference to a stop at Indian Head yet located. 

1893 — Dec. 7 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Major and Mrs. Bell arrive in Winnipeg from Indian Head 
“PEOPLE WE TALK ABOUT...... Major and Mrs. Bell arrived from the west last evening.” 

1893 — Dec. 13 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 5 — Major Bell to Ottawa on business 
“PERSONAL PARAGRAPHDS...... Major Bell has left for Ottawa on a business trip.” 


1893 — Dec. 13 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 1— Major and Mrs. Bell in Winnipeg en route to England 
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“THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT...... Major Bell, of Indian Head, N.W.T., and Mrs. Bell 
are at the Russell. They leave for England via New York.” 


1893 — Dec. 14 — Brandon Mail, p. 1-— Death of Thomas Routledge 


“Death of Mr. Thomas Routledge. — It is with extreme sorrow that we announce the 
death of Mr. Routledge, of Virden. The deceased gentleman accompanied by his 
partner, the Hon. Mr. Bouverie left Virden a short time ago en route for England. On 
the train Mr. Routledge burst a blood vessel and had shortly after his arrival in 
Winnipeg, to be taken to the General Hospital. He never rallied and his death took 
place on Tuesday last. 


The deceased gentleman had a host of friends and held many prominent positions. 
At one time he was manager of the Bell Farm. Subsequently he joined the Hon. Mr. 
Bouverie in their large farm at Boss Hill. He commanded “A” Troop of Dragoons 
raised at Virden till a short time ago when he resigned. 


The deceased gentleman’s funeral will take place from the Armoury Winnipeg, 
today.” 


1893 — Dec. 21 — Regina Leader, p. 4 — Death of Capt. Routledge 


“DEATH OF CAPTAIN ROUTLEDGE Nothing that has occurred in the Territories has 
caused us so much pain as the death of Captain Routledge of Virden. We met him first 
in 1882 when he was manager for Major Bell. A finer young fellow physically, morally 
and intellectually it would be hard to find, if you travelled the world over. His goodness 
of heart beamed out from an open countenance full of intelligence and free from guile. 
He was about to visit the Old Country. At Winnipeg bleeding of the lungs set in. He 
went to the hospital. Becoming delirious he evaded the nurses and walked out into the 
snowy, freezing air and of course got frozen. He had great faith in the North-West 
which in his death has sustained a great loss.” 


1893 or 1894 — Major Bell travels to Calgary 


[Sometime time during 1893 or 1894 Major Bell was in Calgary and had a formal posed photo taken by 
Robert Randolph Bruce. This photo was one of a series that Bruce took of important Western 
personalities (almost all men), sitting in the same chair and background screen, and with a stuffed owl 
on the left. As many of these men were members of Calgary’s Ranchmen’s Club, it is possible that the 
Major was also a member. |] 
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Source: Prov. Archives of Saskatchewan: Bell family collection 


1894 


1894 — Henderson’s Manitoba and NWT Gazetteer and Directory, p. 533 -first mention of Major Bell in Henderson’s “ 


“INDIAN HEAD - Bell, W.R. , Bell farm” 


1894 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p.__ —check for details 


[W. Syme Redpath is the new manager of The Qu’Appelle Printing and Publishing Co., Ltd, and the 
Qu’Appelle Progress.) The paper “will run on Liberal-Conservative principles.” 


1894 - Alfred Scrimshaw began work at Bell Farm (source: Regina Leader obit: 4 Oct, 1909) 


Indian Head. From Our Own Correspondent. INDIAN HEAD, Oct. 2 — Alfred 
Scrimshaw, a former resident of Indian Head, died at Moose Jaw this morning, and 
will be buried here on Monday. Mr. Scrimshaw came here in 1894 from England, and 
after working a few years on the Bell Farm, was engaged as gardener on the 
Experimental Farm, where he remained until three years ago [1906], when he went 
to Regina as gardener for the C.P.R. Shortly afterwards he removed to Moose Jaw to 
work in the nursery there. 
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1894 — Jan. 6 — The Colonies and India, p. 10 - Comment from Major Bell on reduced farm 


“Major Bell, the manager of the once-famous Bell Farm, at Indian Head, in the North-west 
Territories, is in London. He now cultivates about 2,000 acres, the balance of the holding having 
been sold to Lord Brassey and others. Major Bell says that his crops were splendid last year — in 
fact, that the harvest of 1893 was the best he has known. He returns to Canada in March.” 


1894 — January 14 — St. Paul Globe: - until Jan. 25, 1894 — review again to see if any reference to Major Bell other 
than the drawing. 


Major Bell is among a contingent of 36 curling rinks competing at St. Paul. 21 of the curlers are 
illustrated on the front page, including the Major. More curlers shown in later editions. 


http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/Iccn/sn90059522/1894-01-14/ed-1/seq-1/ 


Jan. 19 — curling sketches: 


http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/Iccn/sn90059522/1894-01-19/ed-1/seq-1/ 
Jan 20, 1894 — exterior view of the rink 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/Iccn/sn90059522/1894-01-20/ed-1/seq-1/ 
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(99 KB) 
1894 — Jan. 25 — Winnipeg Free Press — Bell in England (published in Forty-Five Years Ago — Jan 25, 1939) 


“Major Bell, of the gigantic Bell farm at Indian Head, was in England, and British interest 
in western Canada was evidently of the keenest, as everybody seemed to be 
interviewing the Major, and accounts of his big farming enterprise filled the British 
papers arriving on the Free Press exchange desk.” 


1894 — Feb. 10 — The Colonies and India, p. 17-18 — Interview with Major Bell: An Enterprising Canadian + sketch 


Fes. 10, 1894 THE COLONIES AND INDIA 7 


An Gnferprising Canadian. 


INTERVIEW WITH MAJOR BELL. 
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8 September 2024 
1894 — Feb. 24 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 3 — Major Bell’s Farm — “A true Canadian, of the old loyalist stock” [United 


Empire Loyalist ?] based on Feb. 10 interview for “The Colonies and India’ | NOTE: the text is not identical, as at least 
the last two paragraphs are missing. These are reproduced as “Parts 4 and 5”, below.] [See also March 15, 1894 for 


same article in Medicine Hat News.] 


MAJOR BELL'S FARM. 


Interview and Stotch In “Colonies 
and Indiz.” 

In “Colonies and India“ of Feb, 10, ap- 
pears a fine photogravure and skctub of 
Major proprietor of the big farm 
at Indian Head, with an interview on the 
great wheal fietds of the Northwest. The 
artiels reads :— 

The annual diminution of the acreage 
ander wheat cnllivation in (his country 
avery stiong proof, if any proof in these. 
days is needed, that at i.o distant date our 
land will have Lo depend aimost entirely 
upon imported wheat lor hey food supply. 
The firot complete agiicultural retarns 
were taken ia Ierz, and from that year up 
to 1560 the average acreage noder wheat 
in the United Kingdom was 4,079,436 acs es, 
In 1893 we find 1¢ had sunk to_ 1,975,100, so 
thal we now grow considerably Jess than 
half the whent which we grew rhivty years 
ago. ‘The question wb once arisen as fo the 
source which wili Le ayuilahie inthe future 
to supply the deticiency, 

The causes which have led to this sad 
decadence in our home farming ere an 
oft-told tale. The SSritish farmer, who 
once could bonst that he supplied the bulk 
of the brend of his fellow-couutrymen, 
now only furiishes, according toa recent 
computation, aboutone sitrh of the Iitt- 
ish loaf, Ve is handicapped m every 
direclion by heavy rents, exhorbivant 
lithes, dear Jabor, und the necessity of 
using artificial ferttlismg agents, and, 
ubove all, by the low price at which wheat 
is inaportect from abroud. Shere is no 
hope of a protective policy being adopted 
by our goverrunent tor his assistance, and 
the wiser among them are consequently 
turning their attention to other branches 
Otugricalture from which a more era- 


Won ts & wheat grower, 
The Jargest portion of our wheat im- 
ports come from the United States and 


Russia. But these arc countries with 
whom political duticutlies may at any 
fine tise, anc the supply consequently 
be interrupted, probably when we leant 
Anticipate it. Argentina has recent) 
come io the front, but the sine difteul- 
ties would apply to her as to other foreign 
powers, Great Britain is therefore thrown 
back upon her own coluntey und depend- 
euctes to keep her from slarving. 

Uuder present condilions it does not 
appear likely thot Australasia with bo- 
come 2 great source vf supply. ludia, it 
is Lrue, yrows 4 Rreat deal of wheat, which 
the ryt cultivales to provide lis rent. 
Supphes also reach 13 from South Atrica, 
but Australasia, India and South Afrios 
will be hardly equalto the tasic of keep- 
ing us alive, 

The great supply of wheat for this 
country inthe liuvure will uudoubtedly 
come from the fertile regions of North- 
west Canada. At present this grand 
country is comparatively undeveluped. 
but its resoures as to wheas cultivat ion 
are practically boundless, What results 
however, cau be obtained by enterpriac 
and careful mauagement has beoo well 
shown by the wonderful farming opera 
tions carried on at Indian Lead by that 
weli known pioncer, Major Boll. A true 

ian, of the old loyalist stoci, Major 
was one of the Hrst to realize the 
enormous possibilities of the Northwest, 
aad his perseverance, oarnest spirit and 


SSS 


west Canada could be brought 
about. Yxut immigration is very small at 
present, And the thousands upon thous- 
ands ofacres which might supply, not 
only the United Kingdom, but the vorld, 
with wheaé lie antended, and untouched 
Qu the plough. English enterprise and 
nglish capital should not be , wanting to 
bring about 4 trarsformation. From no 
partof the world could Great Britain 
obtain her food with more ease and less 
expense, and the intense and gaitant 
spirit of loyalty which Canadians have 
always displayed towards the nother 
country would be strengthened by in 
creased and developing trade relations, of 
far gronter magnitude than those of the 
past. We do not belicve in the possibility 
of a spread of the disloyal spirlt which a 
simall body of interested politivinns are 
endeavouiing to disseminate in the Do- 
minion, Canadian loynity bas been tried 
and sida in the furnace again and again, 
and has ever emerged the brighter for the 
trial, f 
Major Bell, who receritly favored our 
representative with an interview, speaks 
in the highest terms of the fubure caps- 
bilities of the corn tracts of tho North- 
west, The rich black soil lies ready for 
the plough, unhanipered by the timber 
which the settler in the enstern provinces 


enterprise crowned his undertaking with 


tive veturn can be obtained. [6 appears success, 
therelore impossible that the British (b 1s greatly to be wished that a further 
farmer vanever regain his former posi- poung up of the greot and fer. 


tion as a wheat grower, b; 
The Jarzest portion of our -whent im. @ tract of land known as North- 


was compelled to renoye by years of 
arduous toll, Tt only needs ‘the sturdy 
British arm to plough it up. 


—_—_—_———_ rr | 


Part1 191 kb Part2 183 kb Part3 164kb 


18 THE COLONIES 


But in Novth-West Canada the practice of fallows has proved | ¢ 
perfectly successful, The weeds in the fallow lands are turned | a 
m by the plough in July or August, and when tho timo | w 
for the spring sowing arrives their decay has more than | o 
restored the fertilising qualities of the soil, Indeed, it may 
truly be said that the more the land of the North-West is | | 
worked the richer it grows. The settler need never be dis- 
couraged by the fonr that his holding will become barron and | 
worked out. é iJ 

The onterprise of its hardy population has already won for | a 
tho Dominion of Canada a great place in the world’s story. The | w 
day will come when, welded together by a great measure of | ¢ 
Imperial Federation, Great Britain, her Colonies and depen- 4 
denies, will become such a power as the world’s history has not 
yet seen, and when that day arrives it cannot fail to be that to 
the Dominion of Cunada the Mother Country will luok for her 
principal food supply. External conpotition, fran which the 
Canadian trade in breadstutfs at present sutfers, will vanish away, 
80 far as Groat Britain is concerned, The boundiows resources 
of British North Amcrica will bo developed to an extent which 
it is impossible to estimate, aud the Dominion of Canada will 
become the greatest and grandest portion of that proud 
Empire on which the sun never sets 


* 


PTT TT we = ; 

ak jaainivkatle fintute a thy soiloof the North-West is: the 
woudertully short tine jn which the nitroyen consumed by the 
crops boremuned, Ln this country Une farmer, at great es ponse, 
supplies his hind with nitrerren by Hie wet artitictal fertilisers. —_—_——=—— 


Som ew ans ee o 


Part4 123 kb Part 5 577 kb 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
1894 — March 6 - Winnipeg Tribune — Major and Katherine Bell return from England 


"Major Bell, of Indian Head, and Mrs. Bell, who are on their way back from England, left for 


Toronto this morning." = Check to see where article was printed ~ maybe in Ottawa or 


1894 — March 6 — Manitoba Morning Free Press , P. 7- fox hunt at or near the Bell Farm 


“On the 28" of last month a splendid run was enjoyed with the hounds by those who were 
tempted into the saddle by the warm weather. Lupus was found near Major Bell’s south fence 
and pursued a devious course through deepish snow and treacherous coulees for seven or eight 
miles and was run into by the dogs, none too soon, as the riders, horses and hounds themselves 
had just about had enough of it. A jack rabbit was also killed, after a short burst over some 


ploughed land.” 
1894 — March 12 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Major and Mrs. Bell return from England 
“PEOPLE WE TALK ABOUT...... Major and Mrs. Bell have returned from England.” 
And later: 
“Major and Mrs. Bell, of Indian Head, returned yesterday from England.” 
1894 — March 12 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Major and Mrs. Bell back from, trip to England. 


“PERSONAL PARAGRAPHS ..... Major and Mrs. Bell, of Indian Head, returned yesterday 
from spending the winter in England.” 


1894 — March 15 — Medicine Hat News, p. 4 — [Basically the same article as Feb. 24, 1894 in Manitoba Free Press| 
1894 — March 15 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4 
“Major and Mrs. Bell have reached Winnipeg on their return from England.” 


“Mir. Sherwood, manager of the Bell Farm, has returned to Indian Head, looking hale and 


hearty.” 
1894 — March 15- Regina Leader, p. 8 — Major & Mrs. Bell return from England 
“Major and Mrs. Bell, of Indian Head, have returned from spending the winter in England.” 


1894 — March 16 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 2 - Major and Mrs. Bell at Manitoba Government House (FRANK: but which 
Major Bell?) 


“GOVERNMENT HOUSE, List of Callers since Thursday ...... Major and Mrs. Bell,..... 


1894 — March 16 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4-— Major and Mrs. Bell at Government House FRANK: but which Major 
Bell?) 


“GOVERNMENT HOSE....... Following is a list of callers at Government House since last 
Thursday..... Major and Mrs. Bell....... 
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1894 — March 17 - Winnipeg Tribune, p. 3 — Mrs. Bell of Indian Head at two social events in Winnipeg. 


il 
An imprompta afternoon tea was given 
on Thursday by Mrs. Jas, A. G 
Kennedy street, in honor of Mrs, of 
ee Indian fags The A 9 rom pry ery 
; f Indian Head, who is staying || | pretty in ite decoration of tulips erns, 
for a few ve at the Manitoba, waa the | | sod was ee over by Mra. Tuck, 


hostess assisted by Miss Baker and Miss McDermid. 
at & Pleat ae ee tAes, | | Mrs Graham wore a drem of pale geey aud 


2 ink. ‘The guests were Mrs, Hugh J. Mac- 
Angus’ Kirkland, Mrs, Somerset Aikins, fionald, Mre Wa, Hespeler, Mrs. Ewart, 
Mrs. Howell, Mra. Hugh J. Macdonald, Mre. Moffat and Miss Baker (Brockville) 
Mrs. Patton, Mrs, Harold Smith, Mra. | | Mrs. Hugh Suthorland, Mise Sutherland and 
Brydges, Mra, Wm, Heapeler, Mrs. Mulock, || | Miss Jennie Sutherland, Mrs. R. H. Agur, 
Mrs. John MacKeth, Mes, Crebossa, Mrs. | Mise Forsyth, Mra, Walker, Mrs, Brydgva 
G. W. Girdlestone, Mrs. J. BR. Jones, Mrs. and Misa rydges, Mrs, Cornell, Mrs. Rich- 
A. E. Richards, Mrs, Jae, A. Graham, Mra. fk oa Ar a - pp rageme Mrs : Frank 
W. R. Baker, Mre. Walter T, Kirby, Mrs) | oon 'Mrs, Wilson, Mise Wilson and Misa 
John Galt. J Edith Wilson, Mra. Harry Macdonell, 


wel “ 66 kb & 89kb 


1894 — March 19 — Manitoba Morning Free Press, p. 8 — Bell leaves Winnipeg for Indian Head 
“PERSONAL... Major Bell of Indian Head returned west yesterday. ... .” 

1894 — March 19 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Major Bell goes back to Indian Head. 
“Major Bell, of Indian Head, returned west yesterday.” 

1894 — March 27 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 3 — Major and Mrs. Bell visit with Col. Irvine. 


“FROM RURAL DISTRICTS — Stoney Mountain — Major Bell and Mrs. Bell, of Indian Head, paid 
Colonel Irvine a visit on Saturday last.” 


1894 — April — Visitors Register 


Number Date Name Residence Comments 
307 April20, | W. Whyte Winnipeg Manitoba 
1894 
308 _ R.J. Whitla — 1° Winnipeg Manitoba — see Aug 23, 1893 Qu’Appelle Vidette for note on duck 
goose shot hunt. 
309 7 C.N. Milestone Moose Jaw Saskatchewan 


1894 — April 5 — Qu’Appelle Progress , pa 


“Major Bell has secured the contract to supply 8,999 bushels of seed wheat, to be distributed by 
the government.” 


1894 — April 16 —- Manitoba Morning Free Press, p. 8 — Clydesdale and Shire mares from Walrond Ranche Company, 
Alberta 


“The Walrond Ranche company of Alberta, have sold for good figures to Major Bell, of the Bell 
farm, eight teams of Alberta bred Clydesdale and Shire mares.” 
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1894 — April 21 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 4 — Charles Braithwaite, Bell Farm squatter, discusses past life 
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1894 — 24 April — Dundee Courier — 


report from Mr. Andrew Osler — who visited the Bell Farm on August 10, 1893. See that date for 
further details 


1894 — April 26 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 4— Major Bell — “A man without fear of risk” 


“General Supt. Whyte, Assistant Supt. Milestone, of the C.P.R., and Mr. Jas. A. Whitelaw, 
merchant, Winnipeg, were guests at the Bell Farm this week. They departed Tuesday 
morning, their private car being attached to the east-bound train.” 


And later.... 
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“While some men talk other men 
work,” and the truth of the saying 
is nowhere better illustrated than 
in the preparation fur the seasou’s 
operations noticeable at this point. 
Time and again the half infurmed 
writer and orator inveigh against 


———— 
—————— 


the present date reaches over 300,- 
0UU—an output which bids fair to 
be thrown into the shade by this 
time next year. Promineut among 
this nil deepcrandum class of men 
has been Major Bell. Lis career 
has marked him asa man without 
fear of risk. And this spring he is 
as busy as ever on the Bell Farm. 
Nine drills are constantly at work 
seeding twenty acres daily, and 
wheat will be raised from between 
two and three thousand acres under 
cultivation, Mr. McLane, manager 
of the Sunbeam Farm, reports four 
hundred acres already seeded. ‘The 
operations on the Canadian Alliance 
Farming Company’s Farm have 
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| the North-West Territurics as a 

| wheat producing area. They write | 

ial spenk positively of * the short- 
ness of the season, "the uncertain y 
of the erops,” “the distanve from 
the raarket,” ete, ele: Now, while 
all this is uuder way, certain men 
of « practical stamp aro imbued 
with the idea that wheat prowing is 
not a buck number, and that what 
other cuuntries ean do in the diree- 
tion of producing cereals this locality 
can do, aud do it a little better, and 
yo the cavitalist aud private indi- 
vilual have gone on year after year, 
confidently breaking acre upon acre, 
until Inat season's shipment of grain 
from the C.PR. station here up to 


been retarded slightly by an in- 
sipient strike, which leaves tha 
manager short handed at present, 
but the vacancies caused by leaving 
employees cau ensily be filled. The 
Experimental Farm lus men, teams 
and machinery busily unyaged, and 
other farmers around are well ad- 
vanced with their sexsun’s work, 
Next week, however, for the benefit 
of the readers of the J’RoGueESs, 
more perfect details will be collect- 
ed, which will serve to emphasize 
the’ determination of the farmers 
operating at aud the growing im- 
portance of this section. 


_—-—— 4a 


(part 1) (part 2) 
1894 — May 3 — Qu’Appelle Progress, pou 
Indian Head. “Bricks are to be manufactured here this summer.” 


“\Nhom the Gods love most they favor’ — a trite saying illustrative of the good fortune 
that hovers over some people. Thus, one day last week, within an hour, Major Bell, 
unaccompanied, shot no less than 26 geese on the stubble of the Bell Farm.” 


Bell Farm, 1,600 acres seeded; Sunbeam Farm, 700 acres of the 800 to be sown. 


1894 — May 8 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 6 — 
Manitoba, which was operated by various former directors of the Qu’Appelle Valley Farming Company, and still held 


[An extensive article relating to the demise of the Commercial Bank of 


some Bell Farming Company debts. While the entire article is relevant to a better understanding of the Bell Farm’s 
financial operations, only an extract is provided below, as it relates specifically to the Bell Farm:] 


“MACARTHUR TO FERGUSON. Ex-President of the Commercial Bank Addresses a Letter to the 
Shareholders. ..... It will thus be seen that no considerable loss should arise to the bank 


from any portion of these accounts, except the account of the Bell Farm Company, and any 
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loss that may result on any of them will be amply provided for out of the additional securities 


which | transferred for the purpose of protecting them, amounting to about $70,000, in 
addition to the $30,000 first transferred. 


Mr. Ferguson’s estimated loss on these accounts of $70,000 to $75,000 exists only in hi sown 
imagination..... - 


1894 — May 10 — Qu’Appelle Progress , po 


“1 see nothing to prevent sheep raising proving a success around Indian Head,’ 
remarked a dealer the other day, who has wintered a band of 188 on the Bell Farm. 
‘Mine came through well, and the increase this year is 60 lambs. The carcasses net me 
10 cents per pound dressed, and there is always good local demand.” 


1894 — May 17 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4 
“INDIAN HEAD - Barley is being sown on the Bell Farm.” 
1894 — May 17 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.__ 


“Local Happenings. Major Bell was in town yesterday afternoon.” 
(: “town” means Fort Qu'Appelle). 


1894 — May 24 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 4 


Victoria Day: “Ovington, Major Bell’s nomination, entered for the mile running race at 
Qu’Appelle on the 24" with H.A. Belson, Grenfell, up, is expected to cut out some hot work 


for the field, and to carry its owner’s colors past the judge’s stand, a winner, with plenty of 
daylight to spare.” 


1894 — May 31 — Regina Leader, p. 8 — Ovington wins horse race at Qu’Appelle 
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BICYCLE Kat ES, 
4 mile green race—1 W. Davidson, 2 
O. W,. Peters, § R. B. Fergusson. 
2 wile race ge? J. C, Pope, 2 
W. Davidson, 3 BR. B, Fergusson. 
HOKSE RACES, 


(ireen trot—1 Belle W., 2 Birdie B., 
3 Robert G., 2.504. 

Pony raco—1 Polo, 2 Dick, 3 Babe, 
64. 

Running one milo—1 Ovington, 2 
Eclipse, 3 Bay Jack, 1.69. 

Open Trot—1 Dick French, 2 Beech- 
wood, 3 Dan J., 2.30, 

In the evening a grand ball was held in 
the government building which was at- 
tended by a largo number of visitor and 
towns poople, Tho music was furnished 
by a string band, and the dancing was 
greatly enjoyed. ‘Iho wostern visitors 
returned home on No. 1 oxpreas after 
having enjoped a good day's sport and 
carrying with thom a fair share of the 
prizesin the diflorent events, (Qu Ap- 
pelle, owing to ita beautiful situation, is 
# favorite place for pionics from outside 
points, and is unrivalled in this rospect 
by any other place in Assinibuia. ts 
citizens always extend a harty welcumo to 
the exoursioniats who come here to spend 
a day in the cool shade of the groves and 
blufts. 


—_—_——-—- 


— 


1894 — May 31 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4 


“Major Bell is in Winnipeg.” 


THE 24TH AT QU’APPELLE. 


How Her Majesty's Birthday Was 
Observed by the Townspeople. 
Qu Apprrtsx Station, May 2.—The 
2ith will long be remembered by the 
townspeople here and those who flocked 
in from a}l parts to enjoy themselves, and 
at the same time todo bonor to the natal 
day of that ious lady, whose thoughts 
are over with her subjects at home and 
abroad, Queen Victoria. The weatber 
was mi Ocent; a yenial sun and balmy 
breeze, combined with the fact that many 
ot the mosquitoes had business elsewhere 
made the spirits of all rise and prepared 
them toanfoy thoroughly the programme 
by the ‘ committee, whose 
efforts culminated in. the most perfect 
band attend. 
and after playing the na- 
on © market, dis- 
coursed popular pieces for an hour or 
so.The competitions (n/running, jumping, 
ete., were decided before noon. ter 
dinoor the race course was thronged long 
before the horses appeared. The racing 
was good In every particular, the mau- 
agement perfect and the track in 
condition. Following is the result of the 
different races: 


1894 — June 7 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 


138 kb 


161 kb 
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1894 — June 2 — Manitoba Morning Free Press, p. 3 - Ovington wins horse race at Qu’Appelle 


condition. Following is the result of the 
different races: 

Green trot. and pace, won by Mr. E, 
Warner's Belle W. 

Mile, running, won by Major Bell’s 
Ovington. 

Open trot, won by Mr. James Scott's 
Dick French, Time 2 36, 2 42, 2.37%. 

Pony race, one-half mile, won by Mr. G. 
S. Davideon's Polo. ‘lime 54, 57, 67. 

One mile bicycle raccs, won by W. 
Davidson. 

— mile bicycle race, won by Mr.Pope, 

na. 


eg 

After the races Mr, Scott atforded a 
great creat for those interested In trotting 
in an exhibition mile trotted by Dick 
French, The grand borse seemed to know 
that something was expected of him, and 
f& more perfectly even movement and 
Steadiness have never been witnessed 
here, Many were surprised to find that 
the time was2 25}ashe seemed tobave been 
covering the ground ata much faster ee 
1a tho evening the town hall was lighted 
up aed a most enjoyable time was spent, 
and the dancing did not cease till the 
early morning. Enough cannot be said 
in praise of the maneging vomunittee under 
whose arrangewent there was not the 
slightest hitch. All seemed to thoroughly 
enjoy themselves, and there was nota 
single individual who showed the slight- 
estoign of attempting to evjoy himself 
too much. 

Last week » nasty accident 


164 kb 
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[ “Indian Head Annual Meeting” Indian Head Liberal-Conservative Association election of officers 
includes W.R. Bell. Then, under Indian Head, Angus McKay chaired this meeting, with W.R. Bell elected 
president, W.H. Stephens 1st vice president, 2" vice president James Conn, and secretary treasurer 


A.W. Sherwood. ] — check for details 


“Major Bell went west recently accompanying Supt. Whyte on the latter’s trip to the 
scene of the landslides that occurred on the CPR in the mountains during the present 


freshets.” 
1894 — June 7 - Qu’Appelle Vidette — Major Bell in British Columbia during flooding 


“Major Bell went to the coast two or three weeks ago and has not been able to return 
on account of the floods, and probably will not be at the meeting today.” 


1894 — June 14 — Qu’Appelle Progress Po 


“General Superintendent Whyte and Major Bell, of the Bell Farm, are reported to be 
doing the Robinson Crusoe act in some portion of the flooded district of British 
Columbia. At all events, the Major is not home yet.” 


1894 — June 21 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p.5 - Bell at Liberal-Conservative Convention 
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| CONSERVATIVE MEETING aT 
INDIAN HEAD. 

There was a meeting of the South 
Qu'Appelle Central Liberal-Conser- | ( 
vative Association held at the 

'Commercal Hotel, Indian Head, 
ou Tuesday, the 19th inst. 

Mr, J. H. Mact'aul, president, 
occupied the chair, and the minutes 
jot the last meeting were read and 
adopted, 

Moved by Major HBR seeonded ——— 
by HH. Gisherne, that clause 16 of 
jthe constitution of the Eastern | 
Assinibuia Central Liberal Oonser- | 
vative Assoviation be added to the! 
| bylaws of this association with | 
reference to the nomination of can-| _ 
didates for the Dominion Partia-| 
went. j 

The election of officers for the) 

; ehsuing year resulted as follows :— 
| President, S. R. Edwards; vice- 
president, J. P. Beauchamp ; secres 
tary-teeasurer, A. 1D). Dickson. 
{ Moved by S. BE. Edwards, second- 
jead by J. Glenn, that the next 
faunual meeting be held at Qu’Ap- 
| pelle Station on the first Tuesday 
jam dune, 4895, 


— +-.eme s 


106 kb 


1894 — June 21 — Qu’Appelle Progress p.__ 
Indian Head. “Major Bell returned from the west last Thursday.” 


“The rifle season was inaugurated last Saturday with a match open to all comers. 
Individually some excellent scores were made. Major Bell at 500 yards making 32 out of 
a possible 35...” 


(Frederick Bell is now manager of the Qu’Appelle Progress.) 


1894 — July 2 - Manitoba Morning Free Press , p.___- At Fort Qu'Appelle May 24 / Mile running won by Major 


Bell's Ovington — get copy of article — cannot find article 


1894 — July 7 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Major Bell leaves Winnipeg for Indian Head 
“People We Talk About ..... Major Bell left for Indian Head this morning.” 
1894 — July 26 — Qu’Appelle Progress, Poll 


“Major Bell returned from Winnipeg.” 
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1895 or 1894 ???- Aug. 2 - Daily Nor-Wester - at the Regina Territorial Fair — get copy of article 


1894 — Aug. 2 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. 


[Under “Local Happenings”, which means Fort Qu’Appelle], “Maj. Bell of Indian Head, 
was in town yesterday, to secure the service of Sioux Indians for harvest work on the 
Bell Farm.” [ Also, Mr. FL Bell of the Progress Printing Company was married, which 


means there was another Bell in Indian Head.] — check for details 


1894 — Aug. 16 — Regina Leader, p. 8 — Major Bell pleased with crop 


“Major Bell, of Indian Head, was in town on Tuesday, and was in high spirits, 
Providence having blessed him with a good crop.” 


1894 — Aug. 23 — Qu’Appelle Vidette p.__ 


“Messrs. J.A.M. Aikins, R.J. Whitla, Superintendent Whyte and Major Bell arrived in 
town yesterday for a few days shooting. Messrs. Iredale and Ftherstonhaugh (sic) took 
them up to the box at the head of the lakes.” 


1894 — Aug. 30 — Qu’Appelle Vidette po 


“Messrs. Whyte, Whitla, Aikins, Bell, Iredale and Fetherstonhaugh returned to town on 
Friday morning, having bagged 402 ducks, about 299 of which were shipped east, and 
they claim that had they bagged all that were shot they would have brought home over 
800 birds. The Winnipeggers were highly delighted with the country and the shooting.” 
[From the frequent mention of Iredale and Fetherstonhaugh in the Vidette. These two 
lived in Fort Qu’Appelle. Possibly this photo below was taken on this occasion? If not, it 
is representative of the occasion.] 


145 kb 
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1894 — Sept. 6 — Qu’Appelle Progress, D. 


“A general meeting of the Assiniboia Provincial Rifle Association was held in Regina Aug. 
29" at which Major Bell was elected president.” 


1894 — Sept. 13 — Regina Evening Leader, p. 8 — Assiniboia Prov. Rifle Assoc — Windsor Hotel, Regina — Bell president 


A.P.R.A, 


Ata gonoral mootiug uf the Assiniboia 
Provincial Ritlo Asseciation held at tho 
Windser Hotel on Wednesday, August 
anh, U4, tho following oflicers wero elect- 
ed fur L8i : 

President -Major W. Jt. Bell, Indian +—______—_ 
Head. 

Vice-Presidonts- Major Mowat and 
Dr. Low. Regina, 

Council—Angus McKay, Lf. H. Lamp- 
kin, S. R. Edwards, J. Bo Swift, Indian 
Head; A. EK. Forget, W. Laurio, It. J. 
Steele, T. U. Junos, E B. Read, W. M. 
Williamson, Supt. Perry, N.W.M.P., 
Regina; HU. A. Carruthers, Touchwood ; 
(, Holdsworth, Moose Jaw: Capt, Llar- 
ris, J. Howgill, Morsomin. 

Sec.-Treas., Jno. W. Jowett, Regina. 

Asst.-Soc., D. G. Mackay, Indian 
Lead, 

Tho sixth annual prizo mecting of tho 
above association will bo hold on tho 
Indian Lead association ranges, commen- 
cing on Sept. 20th at 9 am. Tho prize 
list is a particularly liberal and open ane, 
ennprising tho folluwing matches: Nur- 
sery, Ex-Presidont Mowat's, Morchants’, 
Liout.-Crovernor’s, President's, Ex-Presi 
dent Road's, and aihllated toams’. Prizes 
will also bo given for tho highost aggre- 
gato ecores. It is hoped that members of 
} | associations and o hor riflemon will do all 

in their powor to make the meoting o 
great succoss. Prizo lists may bo had on 
|| applieation to D, G. Mackay, Asst.-Soo., 
| | Indian Hoad. 


Siesta Pea 143 kb 


1894 — Sept. 12 — Winnipeg Free Press — Colmer visited the Bell Farm en route to Winnipeg 
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After leaving the industrial school, we drove to Indian Head 
through a very well-settled district. Farm-houses could be 
seen everywhere, and the stacks of grain which were dotted 
over the landscape gave an indication of the extent. of the crops 
of the year. Threshing machines were also fami.iar objects, 
and here ana there could be seen flames arising from im- 
mense heaps of straw which were being burnt as the only 
means of getting rid of them, The farmers, upon the whole, 
seemed to be very well satisfied with their progress, although 
they complain of the loss they had sustained by the drought 
which prevailed, and which lessened the yield to a certain 
extent. After three or four hours’ drive, the immense eleva- 
tors at Indian Head appeared on the horizon, and we were soon 
under the hospitable roof of Major Bell, of the well-known 
Bell Farm, That gentleman had many thousands of acres 
under cultivation, and there are several large farms in the 
neighbourhood owned by Lord Brassey and others. There is 
also a Government Experimental Farm, under the supervision 
of Mr, McKay. The crops in this district were smaller than 
those in 1893, which were phenomenal, but the grain was of 
the best quality, and altogether the farmers appeared to be 
fairly satisfied with their year’s work, 


1894 — Sept. 13 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4 


“Mrs. Featherstonehaugh’s ball poudré [see note below photograph] , given at her 
residence, Fort Qu’Appelle, on Tuesday night, was attended by Mrs. Bell, Mrs. McKay, 
Mr. W. Crawford and Mr. D.G. McKay, who drove over to the Fort in the afternoon.” 


136 kb 


Featherstonehaugh family and stone house, near Fort Qu’Appelle 


[Note: 1892 Definition of a ball poudré: “4 ball of this description is conducted upon the same basis as 
an ordinary ball, so far as the programme and the general details are concerned. The guests attire 
themselves as for a full-dress ball, except that the ladies are required to powder their hair white and wear 
fancy black patches upon their faces; and the gentlemen to wear white vests and small button-hole 
bouquets. The effect is very pretty, especially with the present artistic style of dressing which closely 
copies antique fashions.” Source: Masquerade and Carnival: Their Customs and Costumes, Butterick 
Publishing Company, 1892, p. 15.] 
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1894 — Sept. 18 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 4 — Major Bell attends Grain Standards Board meeting in Winnipeg 


“GRAIN STANDARDS BOARD..... the Grain Standards Board met this morning; there were 
present: ....W.R. Bell, Indian Head... . “ 


1894 — Sept. 27 — Qu’Appelle Progress — Major Bell won: $18, trophy, painting and aggregate prize: cup 


———— ES 
RIFLE MEETING AT INDIAN 
E HEAD, 
The annual matches of the I'ro- 
= a Association, held at 
iun Head on Thursday and Fri- p ni - 7 ; 
day, the 20h and 21st, will rank ss 
ainong the succe-eful meetings of ye pigae Math, wi 
the Association. Fewer competitors 7 shots. 29, £3 and 800 yar e 
met than were expected, ueverthe- —— > | Ast, Major Dall, trghs and $5 0 
less the shooting was excellent, | fad, d. Carson, * : he 
probably tho best ever done in the t Sz, J. B. Swit, + 7 15 
Territories, Considering the Snider 4th, 8. R. Edwards, $3 7} 
rifle was used, the scores compare 5th, Captain Jiwris, $3 72 
favorably with otbers inade farther 6th, Dr. Keown, $2 2 
east where the Martini-Hecri has Tth, J. W. Jovett, £2 ‘71 
becu placed in the hands of com- 8th, ht. Sweet, $2 67 
petitors. Iu the association team :Och, J. Hastings, $1 46 
matches the shooting was particular. 110 h, 2. Chappell, $1 56 
ly good. Winning two years in | Competition No, 8—Merchants’ 
aan ‘eyo Bell becomes the} <——— | Match. 
veer Oc toe trophy prenonied by 7 shola. 400 and 500 yards 
ov. Presi i e yare Ss. 
= pin Mee i ee ———> Ist, Major Bell, painting 62 
evesie sc: yan 2 id, Le! Sweet, shaving case and ins 
a + Seanay Matte 18nd, 8. KR. Edwards, cull case 
sh ym, | and $2 55 
Ist, James Conn, $6 ay) i 4th, Capt. [farris, pppe and ease 
2ud, H. HW. Campkin, $4 27 and $2 54 
rd, KR. Chappell, £2 27 | Sth, J. Carson, $3 51 
4th, J. Hastings, $3 5 - Gih, J. W. Jowett, $2 50 
5th, J. E. Brooks, $2 93 i 7th, J. Hastings, $2 49 
6th, D. G. Mackay, $2 23 ! &th, 4, McNaughton, $1 47 
7th, W. M. Crawford, $1 19 j 9th, HR. Chappell, $l 46 
| Sth, W. F. Sheppard, $1 12 } Competition No. 4—Lienteuant- 
2 - . . | 
| Competition No. 2—Ex-T'resident || 116 kb Li Gevernar's Match. ! 95 kb 
i aR : : Con petition No, 6—Ex-Vresident 
} Competition No. 4—Lienteuant- | Reed's Mateh 
j Governor's Match, FA 
| 7 shots. 200 aud 400 yards. | 16 shots. 500 yards. 
Ist, Dr. Keown, enpand £5 58 | Ist, J. Carson, $6 39 
Quad, J. 1B. Switt, 36 58 'Qnd, S. RR. Mlw rds, S4 $ 
Sid, Maur Bell, St vw «——— 3rd, J. W. Jowett, 2 38 
4th, S. It, Edwants, $3 a7 4th, 2. Sweet, $3 87 
15 b, J, W, Jowett, $3 56! 5th, J. Conn, $3 36 
toh teat lhe Be Pe bith, J. 1, Swill, $2 35 
Tih, U. Chappell, $2 5 oan hs ‘ : 
8th, t. Coal $2 52 7th, Dr. Keown, * ; 34 
Qik, R. Swot, $1 30 8th, . Chappell, $1 84 
| 104, J, Carson, $1 49 ——>_| 8th, Major Bell, $1 34 
| Competition No. 5— President's Competition No. 7—Teams Match. 
] 
| Match. Teams of thiee. 7 shots at 200, 
7 shots. 200, 400 and 500 yarda, 400 and 500 yards. 
See =| <—— Ist, Muosomin, $9 259 
= Peer - Pi 2nd, Indian Herd, sr., 36 258 
Suh, J. 1, Swift, 24 33 is Regina, $8 23 
! Sth, J. Carson, $3 80 Aggregate. 
{ Gth, J. W, dowett. $3 6 a Ist, Major Bell, cup 320 
| Ti oe: Keown, 25 ” Quid, S. K. Edwards, silver medal 30 
| &th, Capt, Hanis, $2 7A aa + 0 
19th, J. Coon, SL 73 3rd, J. Curson, silver medul 298 
10th, I. G. Mackay, $1 69 4th, K. Sweet, badge 297 
; Cou petition No, 6—Ex-Vresideut Sth, J. W. Jowett, badge 294 
Keed’s Match, 85 kb eee eee! 89 kb 
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Column 2 - “INDIAN HEAD: Major Bell, member of the Grain Grading Board, attended a 
meeting of that body in Winnipeg last week. All grades of wheat, barley and oats were 
left the same as last year.” 


1894 — Sept. 29 — Winnipeg Daily Tribune, p. 1 — Major & Mrs. Bell attend state ball at Manitoba’s Gov. House, Wpg. in 
pouring rain. About 1,300 to 1,400 guests attended. 


WINNIPEG, MANITOBA, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1894, 


[T WAS A BRILLIANT ASSEMBLY. 


State Ball and “At Home” at Government House Last Evening—The Vice-Regal Set— 
List of Invitations—Scottish Concert This Evening—Pro- 
gramme For To-day and Monday. 


Happily there havo been but few wet days | the aides and ende wore lived in every avail. | Mise K. Anderson, Mr, and Mea. J.B, Ash- 
if, indeed, any, in the records of our glori- | Sble space with flaga of a smaller Mr. O,Adains, M.P.P., and Mrs. Adama, | 
pals have caused such uni. | felleved with spears, while abields a and Mra, Adama and tho Minses 
climate which beautiful design hung on the otherwire get hay og hye ae 
versal disappointment a» was felt yestor: | decorated poles, Of courm the tables added | Mr, J. ©, Appleton, Mr, and Mrs, J 
day. Everyboty seemed to fel it: there | to the fascination of this department, and | Agoew ), Mr, and Mra A. Atkin 
could scarcely have been @ disinterested mul wkimoen ee 7 ee 
household in the whole of the city, for such ‘The conservatories, which had aleo been Laad, Col, ond bane techn Belen 
an had no children attending school, for the | thrown open for the convenience of the | Mr. and Mrs, H. M, Breedoa, Rev. wv 
woather to disappoint in the afternoon | guests, wore of course the prettiest | Baker, Hon, Senator and Madam T. A. 
would no doubt have elder ones to receive ea eee we ee ough many of | Bernior, Col, and Mra, Bowell, Mr. aod 
‘Gan the | tele inbabitante had taken away to Major and Mra. Hell 
their share in the evening. make the rival attractions more formidable Rev. W. A. and Mra, Bur- 
weather clear up in time? was the ques | at the expense of thone of their home. , Mr, ime, FP, a Bytes Mane 
tion asked a thousand times—now by the ager as age Mosivey. geo be: | J. and the Minos Beydges, Mr. and the 
child, thinking of the amall part it had been fore ype rao coe abandoned, | Mines ago i ong end Mra, G. W, 
: on dee owing condi weather; mooh Mr. aod Mra, ©, N, Bell, Mr. and 
preparing to play onstration— 5 night is seldom seen in Manitoba. ‘The T, Bertrand, J. G, Bird, M. P, P,, 
Torpedo thse end gala | te Seed akon heen | se se hee at Sad ae 
t im ib to that pan r rm. ie 
the eldor alstor who thought of the britliant | thelt B About 10° o'clook the | A. Black, Mr. and Miss Blaok, Dr. and 181 kb 


1894 — Oct. 4 —- Qu’Appelle Progress, p 4 — check for details 


[ List of award winners at the Indian Head Agriculture Show. “Blood Horse — Stallion/ W.R. Bell, as well 
as, listed under “registered Draught Horses,” a Brood mare and foal, and several under “Heavy 
Draught.” (An award was also presented to J Glenn for his stallion and Carriage horses. Bell and Glenn 
would be contemporaries and, with their military background and station in life, probably friends as 
well. Awards for grain also to W.R. Bell. Now, here is a puzzle that may have wider implications for 
other entries on Bell, several “Special prizes” were presented by both Maj. Bell and W.R .Bell. A.J. 
Osment also presented prizes — in various categories of women’s work. ] 


1894 — Oct. 4 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p.__ — check for details 


| Indian Head fair poorly attended but this is possibly due to] “prevailing hard times.” — “ Two year old 


colt or filly sired by ‘Better Luck’ prizes by Major Bell, 1°” (p. 4) [Many references to Major Bell.] 
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HORSES. 
Blowi Morses—stllicn, 1 W | = 


Bell. 

Ifeavy Draught (registered) — | 
Stallion, 1 C Thompson, 2 W Sites. | 
Brood mare, 1 A Dundas, 2 WK | 
Bell. Foal,1 WR Bell, | +— 

Hleavy Dranght—Mare with foal | 
at cide, 2S Mitebel!, 2.7 Olleman. | 
Filly or gelding three years old, 1 | 


Society took place on Wednesday, 
the 26:h ult, at Indian Head. The 
weuthet was all that conld be Geaeral Porpose— Brood mare } 
desived. The attendanee should i: with foal at side, 1 A Todd, 257, 
have been larger, but no doubt it) {| (sow. Pilly or geldiug three 
was in sume manner affected by } 4) Fees old, 1 A Dundas. Fully or 
the prevading hard tumes. The! { gelting two years oll, 1H Dickson, 


A a ae : eis 2.W Dickeon. Fiily or gelding one | 
display in the Town Mall was year old, 1 A Todd, 2 WR Bull!) «—— 


is eS “ 3 i || J Glean, 2 WOR Bell, Filly er|) <«—— 
; 4 > : ’ _ 
SSUIAS BEAU FAIS. || | celdiug two years ald, 4 W 8 Bet,|| <—_§ 
ihe eleveuth ansual exhibition jj) 25 Mitchel. Fiilv or gelding one 
of the Indian Head Agricultural r year old, 18 Mitchell, 2 WR Bel. || <¢—— 


Obloman. 
} 


! 
| 
Foal of 1894,1 AM MelLane, 2 J 
{ 


= ot, sremented are Foal of 1894, 1 A Todd, 2 ©} 
was by the Exjerimental Farm and! || pronoun, Team 1d Booth 2.45 
ludian exhibits, We neticed some! |) pandas ; ; 
Bi a* = : : 
43 kb 51 kb 
CATYLE. GRAIN. | 


Parham (regitered}—Buil ever{]|) Two bushels Red Fyfe wheat, 1 | 
(one year, 1 fT Skinner, Cow, } aud j/| | C H Bonisteel, 2 f Skinner, 3 W ; << 
(2 T Skinner, |} R Bell. Two bushels wheat auy 
| Polled Anvas fregisterei?)—Ball | other variety, 1 W Braithwaite, 2 3 | 
pany age, Pb Shisaer, Cow, to end l)] |B Holden. Two bushels two-row | 
}2TSienner. Meer calf of 1894,!|| \ barley. 1 WR Bell. Two bushels | — 

1 T Skinner. _aix-row barler, 1 T Skinner. Two | 
| Giada Caule—Mich cow, 1 Th]| | bushels white oxta, 1 T Skinner, 2 | 
Skinner. Heifer two years oid, 1|/| | WR Bell, Toro bushels sinall peas, || «—_ 
——» |W RE Bell, 2 1b Skinner: all cf i1 J Harvey. Half bushel of flax, | 
1894.1 WOH hes, 2 7 Skianer. 1 T Skinner, 2 W Braithwaite. A 


eee eee 


' 


b= 


22 kb 26 kb 
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SPECIAL PRIZES. 
) Tteavy draugit Foal cf 1894, 
| prize by Willista Dicksen, Presidewt 
| of Iudian Head Agrice!tural Society, 
}LA M MoLane. Two-year-old elt 
\ or filly sited by “Better Luck,” 
prizes by Major Bell, 1 and 2 WR 
BEM Colt sired by “ASwovd,” 
ipriza by Jowsph Glenn, 1 James 
+ Churchill, Single driver in harness, 
prize by W F Johnston, 1J Glenn. 
| Heavy draught colt, prize by W F 
; Johnston, 1 A AL McLane, Cow 
j and calf, prize by W F Johnston, 1 
j P Skinner, Ball calf, prize by W 
| F Sheppard, 1 T Skuiner. General 
| purpose colt three years old, prize 
lhy A G Oschard, 1 A Dandas. 
| Single driver in harnoas, open to 
farmera, prize by J Phillips, 1 R 
Todd. Best kept and neatost far- 
jmer's team and harress, prize by 
| James Conn, 1 J) Dinnan. Boy 
rider uuder 10 vears, prize by Jno. 
| Brown, 1 J Brown. 40 lbs of butter 
jin crock or tub, prizes by Crawford 


8 September 2024 


+— 


lA Mackay, 1 Mrs T 5 Garratt. 
Collection of vegetables, prize by 
Cowan & Edwards, 1 J ilarvey. 
| Loaf of bread, prize by Jas. Hast- 
jinge, 1 Mrs Davidson. May of 
} Dominion of Canada by school 
| children, prizes by EJ Brooks, 1M 
| Spearman, 2 B Johnston, 3 KR MMe- 
j Ray. Collection ef fancy woo! 
work, prize by A J Osment, 1 Mrs 
| Biden. Composition for scholars in 
| Book LV, prize by A J Oement, 1 
'Msud McLane. Fat anitmal, prize 
by W I Lee, 1 WR Beth Three 
bushels of Red Fyfe wheat, prize 
by S P Clark, 1 W Braithwaite. 
| Person taking greatest number of 


(&Co,1 AJ Parker, 2.4 R Harris, 
| Lady taking greatest number of 
| prizes in Claes T (Dairy and Pre- 
| serves), prize by Supt. A Mackay, 
11, Mrs J R Harris. Lady taking 
‘greatest number of prizes in Class 
| K (Ladies’ Work), prize by Supt. 
|A Mackay, 1 Mrs T S$ Garratt. 


| prizes in Class F (Grain). prize by 
(SP Clark, 1 T Skioner. Penman. 
ship competition, prizes by Dr. 
! Keiap, 1 Clarinda Cargo, 2 & Me- 

Kay. Sow with Liter of piga, prize 

by A Davidson, 1 A M McLane. 
, Three bushels of white oats, prize 
) by A W Sherwood, 1 WR Bell 


74 kb 61 kb 


1894 — Oct. 11 — Qu’Appelle Progress , Fee el 


Indian Head. “Clem Peltier (maybe should be spelled “Pelltier”) finished burning the last 
kiln at the brick yard last Friday, and will have 300,000 bricks wherewith to commence 
next season’s business. The industry, while not productive of marked profit this season, 
proved sufficiently encouraging to warrant extended operations next year.” 


1894 — Oct. 18 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4 - Major Bell in Qu’Appelle 


“THE WEEK’S NEWS — At Home and Abroad - Major Bell of Indian Head was in town 
Monday” 


“Hotel Arrivals: Leland: Major Bell, Indian Head.” 
1894 — Oct. 19. Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Major Bell arrives in Winnipeg from Indian Head. 


uy 


“PEOPLE WE TALK ABOUT..... Major Bell, of Indian Head, arrived by the west train this morning.’ 


1894 —Oct. 24 —Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4 — Political Nomination: Bulyea supported by Bell 
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« = 


| THE NOMINATIONS. 


The nomination of candidates te , 
| tepresent the Constituency of South | 
i) Qu’Appelle in the Lewislative As- | 
i sembly of the Nortii-e West Territories 
f took place In the Court Reom, Qu’- | 
Appclle, on Wednesday, the 24th, | 
fat VLe'elook pam. d. H. MacCaul, 
returminy offiewr 
NOMINATED. 

,G.8. Davidson, Auectioncer, 
~G. HL VY. Bulyea, Merchant. 
| Mr. Davidson's nomination paper 
was signed by Messrs. W. Ileniey, 
(J. Smitn, William Broley, J. P. 
Beauchamp, C. FP. Carthew, J. 
) Doolittle. 

Mr. G. H. V. Bulyea's nomination 
peper was signed by W. R. BE 
S. I. Edwards, 8,G ibson, Edward 
Brockes, Jas. McNaughton, R. J, 
srown, G. Coles, 

both candidates afterwards ad- 
dressed the meeting. The report 
of their speeches is too late for this 
issuc, but our readers in the munici- 
pality will be supplied with extra 
sheets through the maul. 


57 kb 
1894 — Nov. 1 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4— Major Bell in Qu’Appelle 


“HOTEL ARRIVALS — LELAND — W.R. Bell, Indian Head” 


1894 — Nov. 1 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. __—check for details 


“Mr. Davidson’s Meeting at Indian Head” [Discussing the election of a member for the 
Legislative Assembly representative for South Qu’Appelle, Davidson reviewed his six 
years as the elected representative, and also his opponent Mr. Bulyea. Then: ] 


“Major Bell championed the cause of Mr. Bulyea in that gentleman’s absence. He 
pointed out where he considered Mr. Davidson should have taken a different course, 
and suggested that the penalty suffered by the Chinese political offender be visited 
upon him. The speaker said what was needed in a representative was honesty, sincerity 
and integrity, and Mr. Davidson took advantage of the mention of these virtues to turn 
the laugh against the Major.” 


1894 — Nov. 15 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 
“Major Bell returned from Winnipeg Tuesday morning.” 


1894 — Nov. 22 — Regina Leader, p. 8 — Major Bell secretary to Winnipeg Grain Exchange 
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“As a result of representations of Secretary Bell, of the Winnipeg Grain Exchange, to the 
government last week there will be no change in the grain standards this year, and before 
next year’s crop is harvested the whole question will have been thoroughly investigated.” 


1894 — Nov. 29 — Winnipeg Tribune , p. 8— Major and Mrs. Bell arrive to winter in Winnipeg 


“PEOPLE WE TALK ABOUT... . Major and Mrs. Bell, of Indian Head, will arrive in the city this 
evening and take up their residence for the winter at the Manitoba hotel.” 


1892 | Fire — 1899 
1894 — Dec. 1— Winnipeg Tribune, p. 3 — Major and Mrs. Bell in Winnipeg for the winter. 


“A PEEP INTO SCIETY CIRCLES..... Major Bell and Mrs. Bell, of Indian Head, will spend the 
winter in Winnipeg, and have taken a suite of rooms at the Manitoba.” 


1894 — Dec. 6 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Major and Mrs. Bell Williams farewell tea (FRANK: which Major Bell?) 


“Farewell Tea...... A farewell tea was given yesterday by the officers of the Royal Canadian 
Dragoons at the officers mess in the honour of Captain and Mrs. Williams, who are taking up 
their residence in Toronto. The guests were received by Mrs. Heward in the ante-room, and 
the band, stationed in the billiard room, rendered a selection of airs under the direction of 
Sergt. Judges. Among those present were:..... Major and Mrs. Bell...... ” 


1894 — Dec. 7 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 4 — Major and Mrs. Bell at Manitoba’s Government House 


“GOVERNMENT HOUS, The following ladies and gentlemen called at Government House 
yesterday.... Majorand Mrs. Bell, Indian Head ........ 


1894 — Dec. 8 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 3 — Major & Mrs. Bell at Alloway Residence social 


“A Peep into Social Circles-..... The following were among those invited [to the Alloway 
Residence]... Major and Mrs. Bell (Indian Head). .... 


1894 — Dec. 12 — Ottawa Daily Citizen, p. 8 -— Major Bell attends a public meeting in Winnipeg 


“WINNIPEG: . . .pubic meeting at the Bijou Opera House last night .... . The Introduction. Mr. 
Colin H. Campbell occupied the chair... .H.M. Miller, D.A. Ritchie, S. Walker, J.S. Sproule, L. 
Worthham, J.J. Golden, A. McMicken, Major Bell and others.” 
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1894 — Dec. 27 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 2 — Philip Leech advertises mare that strayed from Bell Farm” 


“LOST. STRAYED FROM THE BELL FARM about six weeks ago, one Light Bay Mare branded WR 
on side of head. 15% hands high, white hind legs, blaze on face, weight about 1,260 Ibs. Finder 
please communicated with PHILIP LEECH, Bell Farm, Indian Head.” 


1894 — Dec. 27 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 


“A dull Christmas is an excellent indication of the stringency of the times, and Christmas 
in Qu’Appelle has been one of the dullest in our recollection.” [On the same front page, 
a tirade about the Relief Fund.] 


1894 — 29 Dec. 29 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 3 — Major and Mrs. Bell at Aikins dinner party, Winnipeg 


“A PEEP INTO SOCIETY CIRCLES — How Christmas Was Spent — Small Dinner Parties-...... 

Mrs. Somerset Aikins was the hostess of a small dinner party at the Manitoba on Saturday 

evening. The guests were: Mr. and Mrs. L.A. Hamilton and Miss Bodington, Major and Mrs. 
Bell (Indian Head), Mr. and Mrs. Angus Kirkland, Miss Jean Forsythe, Mr. J.A.M. Aikins, Mr. 

Molyueux St. John.” 


1895 


1895 — Jan. 3 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. __—check for details 


| front page item on “a great deal of distress abroad,” “Hard Times at Lorlie, and poor 
farmers with little to eat. 


1895 — Jan. 9 — Manitoba Morning Free Press, p. 1— Major Bell in Winnipeg 
“Major Bell arrived last night from Indian Head.” 
1895 — Jan. 10 — Qu’Appelle Progress , el 
“Major Bell was in town Friday.” 
1895 — Jan. 17 — Manitoba Morning Free Press, p. 7 — Major Bell and other were in Moosomin (or Winnipeg?) last week 


“MOOSOMIN. ..... Major Bell, of Indian Head, V. Flook, Wapella, .... were visitors to the 
gateway town last week.” (Jan. 14” report) 


1895 — Jan. 19 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 3 — Major and Mrs. Bell at the Whyte’s social event 
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“A PEEP INTO SOCIETY CIRCLES..... The largest social event of the week was the ball given 
by Mrs. Wm. Whyte... . About an hour was allowed for supper.... Among other pretty 
gowns noticed were: ..... Mrs. Bell (Indian Head) old rose silk with cream lace;....... ‘“ 


1895 — Feb. 14 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 8 - Major Bell returns from Ottawa 


“Major Bell, of Indian Head, was among the passengers returning yesterday from a trip to 


Ottawa......” =check for details 


1895 — Feb. 14 — Manitoba Morning Free Press, p.5 - Major Bell returns from Ottawa 


“Major Bell, of Indian Head, was among the passengers returning yesterday from a trip to 
Ottawa.” 


1895 — Feb 21 - Qu’Appelle Vidette, | — check for details 


1895 — March 7 - Qu’Appelle Progress, p.1 - Major Bell back in Indian Head 
“Major Bell arrived on Thursday, and has remained in the vicinity for the past few days.” 
1895 — March 7 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1 


“Indian Head. - On Monday A.J. Osment left for Katepwa to superintend the erection of a new 
boat house. In his leisure hour this winter he has constructed a steam pinnace, which is to be 
drawn to the lake and launched in the spring.” 


“Major Bell, who seeks the nomination for the Dominion House in the Conservative interest, 
has been interviewing the local electors.” (Frank — this may explain why he did not leave Indian 
Head for the winter.) 


1895 — March 8 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 3 — Major Bell arrives in Winnipeg from Indian Head 


“PEOPLE WE TALK ABOUT. — Movement of Winnipeggers and Travellers Here and Everywhere. 
Major Bell arrived from the west yesterday morning.” 


1895 — March 8 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 3 — Major and Mrs. Bell attend Manitoba Government House function, in 
Winnipeg 
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE. 


The following Indies and gentlemen 
called at Government House yester- 
day: Rev. Dr. Haweis, London, Eng. 
Dr. Pennefather, Mra. KR. BE. Young, 
Mrs. A. M. Nanton, Ven, Archdeacon 
Fortin, Mrs. Brock, Miss Cunningham, 
Mrs. Taylor, Mra, Seaton, Rey. Prof. 
and Mrs. Baird, Prof, Kenrick, Mr. 
and Mra. J. FP. Melotyre, Mra. Alex. 
Grant, Mr. and Mra, W. MeBride, Dr. 
and Mra. Gray, Miss Maude Lane,Mr. 
and Mrs, H. J, Macdonald, Mra. Ma- 
chray, Hon. J. W. and Mra, Sifton, 
Miss Annie Greenway, Miss Ella Shep- 
pard, Mike Mabee, rs. E. D. Martin, 
Mra. C. B. Pitblado, Mr. F. H. Math- 
ewsxon, Rev. Canon O'Meara, Mr.Geo. 
H. Ham, Mr. R. M. Thompson, ma 
Rh. C. Brown, Mr. and Mra, W. P. Ma 
ter, ag Finlay, Mr. Robert Gadiner, 


~&. EB. Loew 2 . and Mra, 
H. egy aby the Misses A 


aon 


ones Dd. Kerr, Mrs, and 

yile, Brockville; Hon. Dr. and Mrs. 

Codd, Mias Codd, Mr. W. C, Vtg oes 
: ur- 


Miss Delomener, Grand Forks; Mre. 
Philip. Mr. V. Winkler, M. P. P., Mor- 
den; Dr. oe Mra. MeDermld, - Miss 
Spalght, Miss Forster, Mr. John Het- 
tle, . Pp, P., Bolssevyain; Mr. XM Me- 


espeler, . 

lan, M. P, P.: Mr. kW ‘inkler, MP. 3 
Gretna; Mr. ‘and Mrs, Searth, Miss 
Jessie Scarth, Hon. 8 J. Jackson, M. 
Z P.; Mr. . H, Kellett, M. PR. Pi; 
Deloraine; Mr. and Mra, W. D. Rus 
sell, Mrs. D. H. MeFadden, Miss E. 
Carveth, Mr. Thos, Dunean, M, P. P., 
Morden; Miss Boswell, 


282 kb 


1895 — March 14- Winnipeg Tribune, p. 4 - Major Bell is among the “Smokers” curling team (Frank: which Major Bell?) 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


PJ ete! 
AT THE ASSINIBOINE, 

A contest has been arranged at 
the Assiniboine rink, composed of the 
“nonsmokers” and “smokers,”  se- 
lected from members of the club, The 
games will be played on Saturday al- 
ternoon at & o'clock, with the fol- 
lowing players: 

Non-smokers: E. H. Taytor, J. 8. 
Aikina, J, A. ML Alkins, St Hi. Ve nahh 
akip; KF. eS . M. Howe 
T. A m Rone Ww. Muloeh, ~~ 
A. i. Andrews, P. we ‘Stobart, Ci. FP, 
Wilson, W. Kt. Baker, ekip 

Smokers: A. M. Reuton, Jas. Red- 
ae H. G. Wilson, FP. W. Deters, 

: LL. A. Hamilton, T. L. Peters, M. 
us, Y. A. Maedonald, ekip; gt 
, 4. B. Monk, Geo, Galt, F. L, Pat- < 
ton, skip 

A rink ot Thistleites vented the As- 
ainiboine rink last night and met a 
rink skipped by Mr. G. H. Campbell. 

The score was Rn favor of the Thisties 
ae under ; 

Assiniboine: M. Bull, T. ‘ Ander- 

aon, P. A. — edonald, G. H. Camp- 
ell skip, 

Thisties oP. Bronaden, C. Corneil,M. 
Campbell, W. F. Payne, 

AT THE THISTLE. 116 kb 


1895 — March 16 — Winnipeg Free Press, p.1— Bell unsuccessful in securing the nomination 


“EAST ASSINIBOIA : Qu’Appelle, March 13 .... for the honour of representing East Assiniboia in 
the Dominion Parliament, Mr. G.S. Davidson, ex—M.L.A., was declared on top by a large 
majority over Major Bell, of Indian Head. The following were the elected delegates... .” 


1895 — March 19 — Winnipeg Daily Tribune, p. 4 — Major Bell in Whitewood for Conservative convention 


“POLITICAL POINTS -..... Major Bell left for Whitewood last evening to attend the 


Conservative convention there this evening.” 


1895 — March 21 - Qu’Appelle Vidette ,p.__ — check for details 


1895 — March 22 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 3 — Major Bell arrived in Winnipeg from west 
“Major Bell, of Indian Head, came in by the west train to-day.” 
1895 — March 22 — Moose Jaw Herald Times , p. 1- Supt. MacKay & Senator Perley (from Wolseley) talk to farmers 


“AGRICULTURAL LORE - .... Continuing the Senator said: .... When | left for the North-West 
| was told that | was foolish. When | landed here | was disappointed. | saw fat cattle but there 
was a frost next morning after my arrival that froze everything solid. When Major Bell came 
down on a campaign in ’83 he said that Wolseley was one of the finest farming districts in the 
territory. He advised the farmers to keep one cow; stake her in a hay slough and feed her on 
straw in the winter; that you could sit on a gang plow and have a gentleman’s life farming. | 
said then | had no vote, but from appearances if the Major didn’t know any more about 
politics than he knows about farming better leave him home. | was convinced that mixed 
farming was the only profitable way of getting along, and | advised those who had a span of 


horses to convert them into cows. ..... 
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1895 — March 25 — Winnipeg Free Press, p. 6 — Bell returns from unsuccessful East Assiniboia nomination 


“Major Bell has returned from the Assiniboia convention. He made a gallant run for the 
conservative nomination, and takes his defeat with characteristic good nature.” 


1895 — April 4 - Qu’Appelle Vidette — check for details 


1895 — April 4 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p.1 


“Indian Head. Major Bell returned from Winnipeg on Monday, Mrs. Bell will follow 
during the week.” 


1895 — April 6 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Bell Farm debt to Commercial Bank of Manitoba apparently written off 


“COMMERCIAL BANK AFFAIRS -.... Under the heading “General Banking,” the liquidators 
state that the “peculiar transaction” (the quotations are in the report) which characterized the 
business of the bank prior to its failure, have, in examinations before Mr. Justice Bain, been 
shown to be more numerous and serious than was anticipated when the previous report was 
made. Lengthy reference is made to the “peculiar transactions” and a portion of the 
examinations of one of the witnesses before the court is published. The report says that the 
Bell Farm company appear indebted to the bank to the extent of about $10,000 and adds that 
the claim is absolutely bad.” (Frank: | presume that this means the Bell Farm cannot pay that 
debt.) 


1895 — April 11 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p.__ 
Indian Head. “Major Bell left for Winnipeg on Tuesday.” 
1895 — April 20 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Supt. Whyte reports on spring planting at the Bell Farm 


“MR. WHYTE’S RETURN. ..... Speaking of the Bell Farm at Indian Head, Mr. Whyte said that 
there were this year 2,100 acres under crop on this farm, 1,500 being wheat, and the balance 
coarser grains.” 


1895 — April 25 - Qu’Appelle Vidette , peas — check for details 
1895 — April 25 — Qu’Appelle Progress, pe 


Indian Head. “Major and Mrs. Bell’s guests, Supt Whyte, CPR, and Messrs Aikens, WhitIn 
and Carver, returned to Winnipeg on Friday, Supt. Whyte’s private car being attached to 
the Atlantic express.” 


1895 — May 9 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 
Local. “Major Bell and SR Edwards, Indian Head, were in town on Monday.” 


1895 — May 14 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 8 — Bell Farm crop report 
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“THE REPORTORIAL ROUND..... Things are looking very well on the Bell farm, Indian Head. 
There are 2,250 acres under crop, as follows: Wheat, 1,600; oats, 400; barley, 200; flax, 50. All 


[2 


the crops are looking wel 
1895 — May 16 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 


Indian Head. “At the Court of Revision held Saturday Major Bell appeared and asked 
that the block known as Market Square be assessed in his name, offering for the sum of 
$350 to transfer two lots upon which the Town Hall stands, to the municipality, when 
the applicant was in a position to give a clear title.” 


“The rifle association held a meeting on Tuesday evening. Major Bell presided.” 
1895 — May 18 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 - T.T.W. Bready’s crop report 


“THE GROWING CROP...... This country should produce this year thirty million bushels of 
wheat or more, there is no reason why it will not. Speaking of particular farms, Mr. Bready 
says that there is no farm in the country that is quite as well or efficiently handled as the Bell 
farm, and the prospects there are simply magnificent.” 


1895 — May 20 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 8 — Bell returns to Winnipeg from Indian Head, reports on frost 


“THE CROP PROSPECTS. Major Bell returned from Indian Head this morning, where he has 
been superintending the putting in of the season’s crop. The frosts have done no damage 
anywhere, though they have been more severe in the west than near the city. On Friday, May 
10, there was fourteen degrees of frost at Indian Head, but wheat, barley and oats, though 
blackened in some spots, were not damaged. There might have been some damage to flax, 
but of that he had not seen any fields. From long experience in Manitoba, Major Bell thinks it 
impossible that spring frosts can hurt grain crops, and least of all wheat. The most successful 
crop he ever had was in 1888, when on May 27 the whole thing was frozen black with a frost 
that made the thermometer go down to zero. Major Bell has travelled a good deal in the past 
week or so, and what he saw leads him to believe that unless something most unexpected 
happens this crop will be the largest in the history of the province.” 


1895 — May 23 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p.__ 

“Major Bell left for Ottawa on Sunday evening.” 
1895 — May 29 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 1 — Major Bell visits Ottawa 

“GOING UPWARD AND ONWARD - PERSONAL - Ottawa: Major Bell, of the Bell farm, is here.” 
1895 — June 13 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. 


“Katepwe Notes. Mr. Osment has brought out his steam launch to the lake. This is the 
first steamboat on Lake Katepwe as far as is known, but when Katepwe becomes a 
railway terminus, the number will no doubt increase. This event is much to be desired as 
Katepwe has already extensive fisheries, a brickyard, two amateur stone masons and 
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several expert checker players, not to mention such ordinary industries as farming and 
stock raising. What it would be after the advent of a railway can easily be conjectured.” 


“Mr. Pelletier has been making brick for the past few weeks, but not so extensively as he 
intends later on.” 


“Local and General” “Major WR Bell, Indian Head, registered at the Manitoba, 
Winnipeg, Saturday last.” 


1895 — July 4 - Qu’Appelle Progress: p. 1 — Major Bell advertises for horses that strayed onto the Bell Farm 


“ASTRAY. STRAYED ON TO THE PREMISES OF the undersigned, one sorrel horse, branded A on 
rear shoulder; two white hind feet and near front foot white; one bay horse, near front foot 
white, white star on forehead, strip on nose; one black mare; one black mare colt, branded H on 
near shoulder, white hind feet and white star on face; one bay mare colt, branded H on near 
shoulder; one bay horse. The owner can have above by proving property and paying expenses. 
W.R. Bell, Indian Head 58” 


1895 — July 6 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 10 — Major Bell on Executive Board of reference at the Territorial Exhibition 


board .. | ence Of Opinion arise, or question® al- 
io maceee ae sererence en feeting prize decisions require con- | Reston. . 
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MAIN GATEWAY AND OFFICIAL OFPICES-TRERRITORIAL EXHIBITION AT REGINA, 


1895 — July 13 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 8 — Major Bell returned to Winnipeg from Indian Head 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 
“Major Bell returned from the west yesterday. He states that the crops never looked better in 
all his experience of the country. There has been plenty of rain, and what is now wanted is 
hot, dry weather. The growth has been very rank, and wheat harvesting will scarcely be 
general before August 25.” 


8 September 2024 


1895 — July 29 — Man. Morning Free Press , p. 3 — Major Bell’s exhibit for the NWT Fair arrives in Regina 


“One of the first exhibits to arrive was that from the Experimental Farm, Indian Head, at which 


Mr. Angus McKay, the director, his sons, R.J. and D.L. McKay, and Mr. Geo. Lang, have been 


working for some time. It is really a splendid exhibit. Perhaps the largest individual exhibitor 
is Major Bell, of the Bell farm, his chief exhibits being wheat and horses. Bets are being freely 
made that the gallant major will secure the gold medals for cereals, especially offered by the 

Lieutenant-Governor. The Binscarth herd too, it is said, will hold its own, while Ontario is not 


going to take a back seat.” 


1895 — July 29 — Aug 7, North-West Territorial Exhibition — Major Bell’s participation and prizes won 


Source: NWT Exhibition of 1895 - Scrap Book — Prov. Archives of Sask: R-186 — 54 (Note: Most specific 


newspaper references are not included in the scrap book.) 
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Reeve. —Angus 
REFERENCE 
ExeEcuTIvVE BoARD OF cades, Pincher 


; G 
Kay, Indian Head; C. G. 
tek a: Stimson, Pekiska ; J. Rathetae 
Swift Current ; W. Cochrane, Cochrane Ranch; 


Thos. McKay, Prince Albert; C. R. jo 
Prince Albert; W. McCauley, ean H 
Joseph Macfarland, Macleod ; Archie ‘c- 
Donald, Fort Qu’Appelle; J. H. MacCaul, 
Qu’Appelle Station ; Lieut.-Colonel Lake, Gren- 
fell ; J. C, Macfarlane, Battleford ; Capt. Price, 
Moosomin; W. H. Minhinnick, Kimbrae; 


> Mayor Bell, Indian Head; B. Limoges, White- 


wood ; John W. Costello, Calgary ; J. H. Dickie, 
Carlyle ; G. Roy, Edmonton ; Richard S. Lake, 
Grenfell ; R. McKernan, South Edmonton; F. 


_ E, Wilkins, Red Deer; Rev. Leo Gaetz, Red 


Deer; Wm. Craig, Wingard; T, Cochrane, 
Calgary; D. McEachran, Waldron Ranch; T. 
Tweed, Medicine Hat ; Edward J. Swan, Quorn 
Ranch; D. N. Radcliffe, Spring Bank; M. 
Oxarat, Maple Creek; H. W. McNeill, Anthra- 
cite; J. Riley, Calgary. 


371 kb 


Tre CoMMITTEES,—The Advisory Board, com- 
prising the mayors, reeves and chairmen of 
municipalities appointed for the purpose of 
consultation prior to the exhibition, will act 


perfecting organization during the Fair, 


‘includes members representing the Provisional 
Districts in the Senate and House of Commons, 
and the Electoral Districts in the Territorial 
Assembly, 


—9q(, The Executive Board of Reference includes is 
leading agriculturists, commercial representa- | 


tives and stock raisers, These will confer with 
| | judges in various classes, should any difference 
| of opinion arise, or questions affecting prize 
| | decisions require consideration, 


with His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor in| | 


The Honorary Committee for the Territories r 


303 kb 


Major Bell was also part of the Executive Board of Reference; the Board’s duties are on right 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
Various competitions involving Major Bell and / or the Bell Farm, include the following: 


OVER THE TRAPS, 


Owing to some misunderstanding the 
shooting on the range did not begin yester: 
day, but the tournament opened promptly 
at 10 a.m., with D, McVannell, of Moose 
Jaw, as referee, and A. Meller, Secretary 
of entries. The first event was a 15 bird 
aweepstake, 40, 30, 20 and 10 per cent., 
with the following entries :— 

F. W. Scott, W. F. White, J. Semon, G. 

Andrews, M. Ferguson, N. Dodd, J. G. | 
Soper, O.Critchley, Calgary; W. Cockrell, 
——« Sighturst, T, K. Gregg, Regina; D Me- a 

Vannell, Moose Jaw; J. J. Heweon, ie 


Regina; Wm. McNaughton, C. A. Gase,| | 


Acdrews and Critchley tied tle second ; 
x Soper, MacCaul and Dodd tied third, and 
Gass and Hewson fourth. 

The second event was the team shoot 
sweep, 20 birds. The following teams were 
selected from the different clubs. 


ite Ste ag Porece 
y , We or’ ergusson, 
Club.—F. W. Scott, J. 


o Siren, W. F. White F. A. Meller. 


Gun Club.—T. K. Greigg, Chas. 


Gass, J, C: Gordon, Mr. hi | 
_ Qu’Appelle Gun Club.—N; R. Bell, 0. 
R. Critchley, J. J. Hewson, J. F. MacUaul. 
The Scores—Fort Garry, 62 ; Winnipeg, 
58; ae aeres, 54; Regina, 46. 
F. A. Meller, Moose Jaw, made the best 
score, 18 out of a possible 20, 


. 


9 —_ 306 kb 


(Above) Possibly N.R. Bell is a typo, and is supposed to be W.R. Bell? Check to see if Major Bell was a member of 
the Qu’Appelle Gun Club. No reference to N.R. Bell in SGS local histories or SGS obits. 
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> ee a ——t 
= lla ll — 


weet ae 
thei for their knowledge of what is to 
be'keen here. 
The sports on Thursday were very 
interesting when they got started. 
Calgary carried off the palm in near- 
ly everything. In horse racing, what 
could beat her horses? In the mile 
dash Allsmoke was easily first in 1.47}, 
with Larghetta second. Calgary won 
the polo game and Critchley carried 
away nearly every thing in the Gym- 
Kitna. Pine Creek defeated Mooso- 
min very easily at polo. In the Gentle- 
men’ssaddle raceonly two started, This 
caused immense fun, one horse running 
up to first one fence and then thef 
other, and if possible through any gate 
which might be open. Ovington won. a 
Lord and Lady Aberdeen again vis- 
ited the Fair. A novel feature was 
the introducing of the chiefs to their 
Excellencies. About a dozen chiefs, 
dressed in their gayest, were upon the 
platform, while around were arranged 
boys and girls from the Industrial 
Schools, and hundreds of other Indi: 
| ams. Tt was a striking spectacle. 
| After the chiefs had been introduced 
Lord Aberdeen addressed them 
through interpreters, thanking them 
for their attendance and praising the 
work of their children as shown at th 
Exhibition. The chiefs were cl ‘¥ 
“much ph early 


_. Abo 2 
| dey. i 2,000 zz attended yester- 


396 kb 


Major Bell’s “Ovington” wins Gentlemen’s Saddle Race 


THIS AFTBRNOON’S RACES, 
The mile dash was won by All Smoke;time | 
1.47}, Larghetta 2nd., Trapby 3rd. 
In the 2.30 class Annie Rooney won in two 
straight heats. Time 2.32. “Ruth 2 
Valentine 3rd, Red Hawk tth, a 
ge lem AS C€ 


The mile and a half 


class was won by Major 


241 kb 


Major Bell’s “Ovington” wins horse race - bought in 1890 
1895 — Aug. 8 — Regina Leader, p. 1- Ovington wins race at Territorial Exhibition 


“1 % mile gents’ saddle race, owners up, - In this race, to which we have endeavoured to do 
justice elsewhere, seven horses were entered, but only two faced the starter, Ovington, 
owned by W.R. Bell, of Indian Head, and Blizzard, owned by C.F. Thomas of Lumsden. 
Immediately after the start Blizzard dashed out of the track, which was open and spoiled what 
otherwise might have been a good race. Ovington’s rider slowed up to allow Blizzard to once 
more regain the track. The horses finished in the order named in the slow time of 3.30 %.” 
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oh shapomp etitors 
other ‘points left 


without palling Pa Through) | 
some misunderstan s or other, 
cause, the Regina Clu b did not extend | 
{mi meinen the visiting teams, 
vies be nang to the fact that! 
[some of the committee in this case, | 
| were mixed up in other business in| — 
!connexion with the Fair. : 
| Whe shoot for the Territorial Cham- 
peain.pe was won by Major Bell with} | <———— 
\2 shear Dats of 15. This contest} 
at a time which was not,|_ 
spderentiy" known to all the competi- 
tors, some of whom did not take part 
in itat allin consequence. The team| ~ 
shoots were also unsatisfactory, as] | 
: men had to be picked from different | | 
a teaws to make upa team. aa 
-- |° On the whole, the management of | | 
'| the Fair was considered very unsatis-| | 
|factory by all—both exhibitors andl. 
F visitors alike, | 


339 kb 


Major Bell wins Territorial Championship — Gun Club Tournament 


d ee foal by side—1, J. E. ai=> 
- & S. Muteh; 8, Jno, Mul-} 


ar old filly, S.C. Camp-| 
&Le ask. | 


ijor Bell; 3, P: sk. | ——— 
1d /fly—1, J.B. Smith; &: 
B. Waguian; 2, J.) 

ee So he ee 261 kb 
Major Bell wins hag prize for Three Year Old Filly 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIO 
renee 
290 kb 


Major Bell wins 1* prize for barley 
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271 kb 


Major Bell wins four grain prizes (4™ arrow from top: is W.R. “White”, Indian Head and W.R. Bell the same 
person -typo?_ Or should that be H.W. White of Carberry, Manitoba, or H.W. White of Calgary — lots of typos in 


this article.) 


SEE ALSO: The Canadian North-West Territorial Exhibition — Prize List — two references: 


e der 
e https://ia600300.us.archive.org/33/items/cihm 06972/cihm 06972.pdf 


1895 — July - North-West Territorial Exhibition in Regina — 


Major Bell was one of the official dignitaries and competitors, and won a major trophy: 
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234 kb 
1895 — July 31 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — 


“Major Bell, of Indian Head, has the thoroughbred Ovington and a number of Clyde colts.” - 


1895 — Aug. 3 — Winnipeg Daily Tribune, p. 4 — Competition for the Bell Cup at Manitoba Rifle Match 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 


resented by Major 
en on the 15 members 
who have made the highest gre- 
gate scores in the military grand ag- 
gate. The cup to become the prop- 
erty of the member og it thrice. 
lat prise, cup and $10; 2 nae py $5; 
Grd prise, 87; 4th i ; four 

zes of $3 each, $12; 

i Entrance fee, 
eury rifles, Range, 600 y 

shots. One sighting shot allowed, 

Position, any, The fires 

bers tn grand ate a 
matehes being ent ot M. 0, 
10, will form the provincial team, 
which will take part in the Dominion 
aceboy ee Reps vio on their cine 

scribing to reg ons govern 

the oe team for Ottwa. The 
Oth and 10th members will be the 
i Nel A vk Stall Brel. jg Wynne, 


yg 

Bert. Willams, 8; Staff Sergt. 
man, 87; Lieut. Graburn, 86; Pie, Hun. 
Miller, 85; ng. Great- 


this afternoon, es the aati mhing 
match and extra series, 


bg ah Scion 


ate scores 
A ee te 0 who are got to form the 


Follo 


fy a 250; Pte. Tait, 90th, 243; Pte. 
Huffman, 90th, 242, 
hs og men—Gunner Greathed, W, 
2; Pte. Macklin, 90th, 241; 
Bint Lamb, W. F. B., 240. 


8 September 2024 


1895 — August 14 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 1 & 5 — Four elevators at Indian Head - capacity report 


“TO WAREHOUSE OUR GREAT CROP.... 


Elevators on C.P.R., Dec. 31, ‘94 


Location Owner Capacity 
In bush. ..... 
Indian Head Bell, W.R 33,000 
Farmers’ Elevator Co. 30,000 
L. W. M. Co. 25,000 
Can. Am. Farm Co. 20,000..... ” 


1895 — August — Visitors Register 


Number 


Date Name Residence 


Comments 
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310 


Aug. 21, | Matton ????? No Information 


1895 


311 


e J.S. Lockie Toronto 


Ontario — in 1896 James Stewart Lockie was Manager, 
Imperial Trust Company of Canada, est. June 1889 — possibly 
associated with the financial matters of the Bell Farm; 
former manager, Bank of British North America; Tyrell’s 
Society Blue Book: member National Club, 1903-04, 
Toronto and member St. Andrew’s Society, 1903-04. 


1895 — Sept. 5 — Brandon Mail, p. 1 — Bell Appointed to Grain Standard Board 


No. 1 Hard Mixed. 


Ottawa. Aus. $0@—An_ order-in-coun- 
oii, paesed last Thursday, perniits the 
mixing of ecourcd wheat with No. I 
hard wheat, which was prohibited by 
an onwr passed a forinight previous- 
hy. 


GRAIN STANDARD BOARD. 


The board tu select the grin stan- 
dards west oi Port Arthur has been 
named ous follows: sSauuel Spink. 
chairman; J. A. Miteheli, Winnipeg: 5. 
A.M eGaw, Joseph Harris, Winnipes. 
&. B. Watts, Toronto; G. A. Chapinan 
Toronty; T. A. Crane, James Cirruth- 
ers, Montreal; W.R. BEM, Angus Me- 
Kay, Indian Head: James Elder, Vir- 
den; William Postlethwaite, K. Camp- 
bei!) Brandon; T. B. Baker, Mose Jaw, 
Charles Braithwaite, H. 8. Patterson, 
Portage la Prairie; Fo B. Gibbs and Da- 
vil Horn, inspectors; also the secretary 
oo the Winmpes board of trade, ex- 
officio, The meeting will be heid  be- 
tween September lth amd Oetetob or 


lth, 


81 kb 


1895 — 25 September — Foreclosure by Scottish American Investment Company, Edinburgh, Scotland 


[In a letter from W. John Menzies, Managing Director of the Company, Major Bell was informed that, although 
the Company had been involved with the Bell Farm since 1884, they were now of the opinion that their 
investment would not see the return that they expect, and were therefore foreclosing on their mortgage, 
claiming everything on the farm, and the Elevator, except for his personal goods and household furniture. 


This letter probably arrived in late September or early October. ] Source: ???? — check for details 


1895 — Oct. 3 — Regina Leader — p. 8 — Course Case reserved in Russell vs Bell over wages 
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Rueegell ». Bell.—An action by John 
Russell who was a farm laborer on the 
Bell Farm, against ener Bel) for wages. 
Defence was that Russell agreed to work 
the season and leit in the middle of it, 
Plaintiff claims that as wages were pay- 
able monthly he is entitled to euch as had 
acerued before he left. Judgment re- 
served, 

H. A. Robson for plaintiff, A. D. Dick- 
son for defendant, 


8 September 2024 


1895 — Oct. 15 — Winnipeg Daily Tribune, p. 5 - Monday - Katharine (Kate) Anne [Elwood] Bell dies on Oct. 14" at Indian 
Head of appendicitis. Van Horne’s private train left for Brockville, Ont. on Tuesday night, and passed through Winnipeg 
on Wednesday, Oct. 16. 


< eo 0 ee 


DEATH OF MR. W, RO BELL. 


Wife of Major Bell, or the Celebrated Indfan 
Head Farm, 


General ani profound regret was 
felt in the elty when it was learned 
last evening that Mrs. W. BR. Bell 
had died at 6:30 p.m. on Monday at 
her residence at Indian Head. Out- 
side of her immediate friends it was 
not even known that she was © un 
well, and therefore the surprise was 
all the greater, The deceased lady was 
only ill 6ix days and was not thought 
to be in a dangerous condition un 
til Sunday last, The diseas® was ap- 
pendicitis, and on Sunday morning 
Dr. Planchard was summon-d by wire 
and went out on Sir 


Ont,, Where the relatives of both Mna- 
jor Bell and Mrs, Bell reside, The de 
ceased lady was Miss Ellwood before 
her marriags, and was connected with 
the leading families in Brockville and 
Pastern Ontario. She was highly ae- 
complished, and her qualities of heart 
made her beloved by all with whom 
she came in contact, In religious life 
she was a Presbyterian, and attend- 
ed Knox church white living In Win- 
nipeg. 


175 kb 


Winnipeg Daily Tribune: (L) Oct. 15, 1895, p. 5; 


REWALNS OF MRS. BELL 
Pass Winnipeg Eu Kotte for Brockville Sym- 
pathy Shown by Winnipeggers 


Major Bell, of Indian Head, passed 
through the city to-day on his way 
to Brockville, Ont., with the remains 
of Mrs. Beil, his late wife, whose death 
was recorded yesterday, He was 
met at the station by a large num- 
ber of friends, among whom were no- 
ticed Mr. and Mra. J. 8. Aikins, Mr. 
and Mrs. W. B. Searth, Mrs. FF. H. 
Brydges, Mr. Darby Taylor, Mrs, J. 
Macbeth, Capt. Donaldson, Dr. and 
Mrs. Blanchard, Mr. J. A. M. Aikins, 
Mr. Culver, Mr. J. Patterson and 


orae’e nt on Sir William hers others. The casket was covered 
awre panies wie his rR alee with wreaths and flowers of every 
¥ ‘ “> every deseription. Among these 
Pr any avail The remains will be . : 7 

taken for interment to Brockville, were noticed additions from Winnt- 


peggers, including a beautiful large 
wreath of pink roses from the Mant- 
toba club, and others from Dr. and 
Mrs. Blanchard, PF. H. and Mrs, Bryd- 
wes, Mr. J. A. M. Aikina, Mr. J. &, 
and Mrs, Aikins, J. and Mrs, MacBeth, 
ete, 

Major Bell proceeded east on his 
éad journey to-day and the funeral 
will take Pace at Brockville towards 
the end of the week. 


6 ee 


(R) Oct. 16, 1895, p. 5 


kb 


1895 — Oct. 16 — Manitoba Morning Free Press, p. 6 — Death of Mrs. Bell 


“OBITUARY. The news of the death of Mrs. Bell, of Indian Head, will be a shock to her many 
friends in Winnipeg. As far as can be ascertained there are no near relatives of the deceased 
lady living in the city, but it was the custom of Major Bell to spend his winters occasionally in 
Winnipeg, where his wife made many warm personal friends during her visits.” 
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1895 — Oct. 17 — Qu’Appelle Vidette: 


TT i r 
doctor arrived on Sunday afternoon 
{adian Head. and. at odos decided that Mra = 
The an? oH death of Uo wife * cue was sofferin,; frou an attack of appen- | 
of our most jtomine st citizens — Major dicitis, tbyt mysterious «incase which 
Bell-- bas cask a deep gloom over tue bus claiwwtd oo many victine of late, 
| whole cournanity, Lesq than a week He aes Saag: ne 
ugo Sirs. Boll waa to all appearauer in inte Meek ‘4 a — a haa | 
’ t i ‘ ° -10 le ex bauating 
| her twa) } tfect bealth, nod she was effects of . Operation and ber previ 
1 thé very Iast, one would mupipose to be ous suffering, Mix. Bell uever rallied, | 
¢ bsen as wo vietim by the yein and died) guite suidenly aboat six | 
monster, Ca Wednesday, 9th inst., v'clock cn) Monday evening. A feneral 
the deceased lady was takeo ii] with boot RL fine! jheld at the resideace on 
what seemed to be un ordinary tutla- Puestay f feneun, aud the remains 
mativu of] the bowels, and Dr. Hunt were sentiesist to Brockville, Ont., her 
was called| ia and xpplied the uxual caine hone, oo Turaday night's train, 
remedies ut without succeas By tee a ase ce SE: oe 
Saturday the avmptons became alarw- pa aay stale eon an ip ae 
peed os : is felt tor The bervaved hustand in the 
ing, aod the suffering of the putient } ; ! 

; sidie tf awroe blow which hae: 
so intenséd that ‘Dr. Blanchard, ot tfeilon bh tat Mra. Be 
Winnipeg! \as telegraphed for. The|| [isa ih 

pes. egraphed for, e || [sears Fel Hl 


1895 — Oct. 17 — Regina Leader , p. 9 — Death of Katherine Bell 


“The wife of Major Bell of Indian Head died on Monday under an operation. The remains 
were taken to Brockville, Ont. for burial. Deep sympathy is felt for Major Bell in this sore 
bereavement.” 


1895 — Oct 17 — Thursday - Qu’Appelle Progress, p.1 


Death of irs. Major Bell. fF 

General and profound regret was 
felt in town when it was learned | 
that Mrs. W. Ro Bel) had died at 
6.30 pan. on Montay at her tesi- | 
dence at Ludian Head, Outside of | 
her Hamediate friends it waa nut even 
known that she was unwell, and 
therefore the surprise waa all joa 


greater, The decensedlady was ouly | | 


il six days and was not thought toby | 
in at dangerous contlitions antl Sun- 
day last. The diseese was appendi. 


citis, and on Sunday merning Vr. was Miss Ellwood before her mar- |) 
Blanchard was summoned by wire ringe, and was connectert with the 4 
from Winnipeg awl went out on!) | leading families in Brockville and | 


Sir William Van Horne’s private!) | Eastern Ontario, She was highly 
train, Dla arrived, however, tov} | | accomplished, and her qualities of | 


late for his skill to be of any avail.}| | heart mado her beloved by all with 
The remains will be taken for iuter- whom she came in contact. In re- 
tmeut to Brockville, Ont., where the ligions life sho was a my mber of 
relatives of both Major Bell and the Presbyterian churel, 


Mrs, Bell reside. The lecewsed lady Se - 


|: “ 


Later: Local and General: “Sir William Van Horne, president of CPR, and party passed through 


Qu’Appelle by special train on Sunday afternoon.” 


1895 — Oct - Katherine Anne Bell was buried in the Old Protestant Cemetery, Brockville. (Ref: Brockville Old 
Protestant Cemetery Burial Register, Leeds County, Elizabethtown Township, # L&G-86-2) 
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1895 — Oct. 24 — Thursday - Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1 


—-—_--«e 02 —_—__—_- 
Indian Head Items. 
(From Ourc Own Correspoudont.) 

The sudden and unexpected de- 
miso of Mrs. Dell, wife of Major 
Kell, whieh aad event ocourred on 
the 14th inst, has cast a deop 
gloom over this commuuity. During 
her illvess, which was of short 
duration, all that medical skill 
could uceomplish was done in her 
case, but io no avail, Being on 
of the carly pioneers, she was well 
known far and wear, and her death 
will be a great surprise to many 
friends in Vue Territories and elae- 
where, Iler remains were taken 
to Brockville, Ont, for interment 
on Tuesday, the 16th inst, Much 
sympathy is felt for the Major in 
this sore bereavement, A abort 
time ago the dvceased was in the 
enjoyment of good health, to-day 
she is a tenant of the tomb, and 
the place that knew her so well 
when in life shall henceforth for- 
over know her no more, Such is 
the common lot of Adam's fallen 


progeny. 69 kb 


1895 — Oct. 31 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p.__ — check for details 


[Experimental Farm had the poorest crops since its establishment. ] 


1895 — Nov. 2 - The Colonies and India, p. 8 — Death of Mrs. Bell 


“Mrs. Bell, the wife of Major W.R. Bell, of the Bell Farm, died at Winnipeg on Oct. 14. The sad 
news will be received with regret by those who have accepted the hospitality of Major and 
Mrs. Bell in the North-West.” 


1895 — Nov. 14 — Regina Leader , fol — Indian Head Gun Club — Bell president 
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Indian Head Gun Club, 


Ata meoting held Monday night In 
Mr. A. W. Sherwoou's wttico, Indian 
Head, the following otficers of the Indian 
Head gun club were chuson; President, 
Major Bell ; Sccrotary-treasurer, D. G. SS 
Mackay ; Committee of management, 8S. 

R, Edwards, H. G. Orcnard, H. H. 
Campkin and J, B. Swiit, 

Tho olub wi. hold its tirst annual shoot 
on That kugiving day, Zlst inst, on its 
grounds in that place. Sovon hundred 
live and avy number of clay pigeons wul 
be otlered tor the various competitions, 
the principal of which will be a match 
for live-bird championship of North-Wes 
Torriturios, and club and handicap 
matohes for purses. Sweepstakes will be 
arranged on the grounds to completo ti 
day. All lovore of this sport are invit d 
and application has been made to 0. P.1t. 

for reduced rates, Prizu-lista on apy. 
cation to Sveretary, 
: 89 kb 


1895 — Nov 14 - Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.__ — check for details 


1895 — Nov. 14 — Qu’Appelle Progress , p. — Major Bell elected President of Indian Head Gun Club 


d, The ciab will hold its first annual ea 
is! shoot on Thanksgiving Day, 21-t 
&| inst, on its grounds in this place. 
pe! Seven hundred live and auy number 
tt! of clay pigeons will be offered for 
Cor fo! the various competitors, the princi- 
ce nd pal of which will be the match 
Indian Head Gun Club. €' for live-bird champiousbip of the. 
{splas Heap, Nov, 12.—At a y h ? 
t | necting held last night in Mr. A, ks piri sor ced coma Ever} = 
W. Sherwoed's office, the. following msc ag arteveee. oe! Ca 
ficers of the Indian Head Gun jprrene e geeetins hate, Oty 
¢ : y : 8 | lovers of this sport are invited, aud | zi 
club were chosen ; President, Major bf| application has been made to C.P.R. |" 
Bell; secretary-treasnrer,’ D. G. j : ad 


’ Kl | for reduced rates, Prize lists may | 
Muckay ; committee of manageweut, B| be obtained ou application to the; ° 


t 
ie 8. R. Edwards, A. G, Orchard, H. k | secretary, § 
be} H. Campkin and J. B. Swift. 33 kb po SP i} 63 kb 


ers 2 


Northwest Territories, und club and |" 


ow © wr mee mS 


“Success comes to him who waits; if so, Mr. Osment, merchant, Indian Head, will certainly reap his 
reward. It will pay any person to visit his store and inspect his frost-free, mz that can be worked 
with one finger, also his improved automatic lamp. Curlers especially should examine this light.” - 


1895 — Nov. 15 — Moose Jaw Herald Times — p. 8 — Major Bell president of new Indian Head Gun Club 


“At a meeting of the Indian Head Gun Club, held on Monday evening of last week the 
following officers were chosen: President, Major Bell; secretary-treasurer, D.G. MacKay; 
committee of management, S.R. Edwards, A.G. Orchard, H.H. Campkin, and J.B. Swift. 
The Cub will hold its first annual shoot on Thanksgiving Day, 21° inst, on its grounds at 
that place. Seven hundred live, and any number of clay pigeons will be offered for the 
various competitions, the principal of which will be a match for the live-bird 
championship of the North-West Territories, and club and handicap matches for purses. 
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Sweepstakes will be arranged on the grounds to complete the day. All lovers of this 
sport are invited, and application has been made to the C.P.R. for reduced rates. Prize 
list on application to the secretary.” 


1895 — Nov. 23 — Winnipeg Tribune, p., 4 — Major Bell at Indian Head pigeon shoot 


Shooting 


tournament or- 
Head Gun elub 


Part1: 132 kb Part2: 102 kb 


1895 — Nov. 28 — Regina Evening Leader, p. 1 — Indian Head Gun Club Match, held on Bell Farm; very cold 
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CLUB MATCH, 
DVEMBER 28, 1895. Five birds, 28 yard rise fro three 
unknown traps. 
=r ; A. E, Iredale, Fort Qu’Ap’ L1111-8 
|“ INDIAN HEAD, ha leg 4 9 4 
we T° & Gordes hegteaen Ptitoc 
Success of the Thanksgiving Day 7. N.Ch “gH ion 201114 
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(Eek wc eo HEURES] | her Pa 
re dr Waddell, Movie Seer. $9016 Miler, dub: F. G, Simpaom,’ Oth; OW. 
The Indian Head Gun Olub recently | |! %"icirkinel, indian Hoad.....:10001—2|||| Mitostune, 6th; A. E. Iredale, 7th, 
organized hero with Major Bellas preal-| || D.G.Mackay, « We sees + 00001—1 sanpena> seasem, 
on Ra 2 ae a Hn bhe ee, rizes * ~~ and Five birds from threo unknown traps 
& series of matches ale won let, G. C. Harve ny . G. J 
eankairng Dep, Quite, 9 number of| | sinpemn Se, TM. Obras ah, and J.) q.Opp. tet ete. 14 Ht 
sportsmen from outside attended a . Swift Sth. of ot NR Seer 
rg Ba "' 4 pent wes toy Ook — LIVE-BIRD CHAMPIONSHIP MATOI. % G. MacKay : # tee tot tit 
this no doubt militated somewhat against St hacyShsgiend 28 yard rise from three y eiser . @ sce ORE E18 
ee nae oh soon of the markenen, ee eancee st Atel ‘ “ wou 200 Lis 
n spite of thisa large percentage of the a peauet ee ease AR 
ws ar ones -_ nen A oes 5 t 1 i i 3 } £ Male oe LESS Fr 
rom the trap, fell as innocent victims to ; 
the sheatiens aim of the more hardy peaeics < diese © a a im, = 
veterans, Tho gold medal given by the FLTOLIN-S]/ | ae ag ath, 'W. Kirkland B “f ran 
club for the Championship of Assiniboia -E2009231 (I or odale Oth Js 2 p 
was we aro = to ~ a te yoeee -O0111-3 , ieareeneen 
townsmen, Mr, D, G. Maskay, who : i 
| | nhowed a good deal of ** grit” (in spite of -OL110-3|| || Five birds, 26 yards rlso from three 
being in such a Tory crowd) in contostin - 2008 1-3]/|| unknown traps, T. K. Grigg let, J. B, 
the honors with Major Boll in the fina’ ‘500100—1]] || Swift 2nd, G. C, Green 3rd, C, W. Milo- 
}| **shoot off." The following Isa list of + 2200 1-11||| stone 4th. 
competitions with results :— 00000—0 ~~ 
115 kb 121 kb 88 kb 


1895 — 28 Nov — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1 — Results from Indian Head Gun Club competition 


The fact that Major Bell participated in the match indicates that he returned from Brockville after his wife’s 
funeral in October. 


seme LIVE BIRD CHAMPIONSHIP OF HANDICAP MATCH. 
Indian Head Gun Club. ASSINIBOLA. 
The first annual shoot of the Five birds from three anknown traps, with (ve birds from three uuknven traps.) 
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le “ le 
LIVE BIRD CHAMPIONSHIP OF HANDICAP MATCH. ! = | 
61 kb 58 kb 53kb 
1895 — December — Visitors Register 
Number Date Name Residence Comments 
312 Dec. 1, M.J. Elwood Toronto Ontario — probably Mary Jane Elwood, Catherine Bell’s mother 
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1895 


1895 — Dec. 1— M.J. Elwood — presumed to be Katherine Bell’s mother (Mary Jane Elwood) visited the Bell Farm and was 
the last person to sign the Bell Farm Visitor’s Register. It is conjectured that she came to see the place where 
her daughter lived for 13 years, and where she died on Oct. 14, 1895. As well, she might have come to retrieve 
some of Katherine’s possessions before the Bell Farm was sold. Possibly Katherine initiated creation of the 
Visitor’s Register in 1884, and Major Bell had her mother sign the last entry in 1895 to close off this chapter in 
his life. 


1895 — Dec 5 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p.1— Bell Elevator 


“The boiler and engine of Bell’s elevator is taking a rest. Too much hard work is the cause. They 
have substituted a threshing machine in place of the other.” 


1895 — Dec 19 — Qu’Appelle Progress — p, 3— “INDIAN HEAD -.... At the Commercial: ... . Major Bell, city” — (Frank: 
does his residence in the Commercial Hotel mean that Major Bell has already left the Bell Farm, and is now residing in 
either Regina or Winnipeg?) 


"| wheat stacks and thus destroying 
J everything in proximity, 
At the Commercial: J, McDonald, 
-|W. Young, Winnipeg; We D. 
y | Cowan, Region; W. A. Jolin, S. 
Vs Davis, S. J. McCargan, N.W. 
M.P., Regina; A, W. Walker, Ike 
Jackson, E. Ford, C. Maclougall, 
Witke Awake; J. J. Doran, Mon. 
trenl; Alex. Buyd, Abernethy; Eli 
Williams, Geo, Smith, Kose lain ; 
Hugh Newstead, Arthur Newstead, 
Chas, Johnston, Malearres ; KE, Bik- 
tngton, Fort Qu’ Appelle ; Major 
Hell, eity. 

Mr. S. « ranson has arrived home 

© AGeves  sarDaseeie Baee 


<—___ 


“ad 61kb 


Also repairs to the Elevator completed: 


“The boiler and engine of Bell’s elevator are again in full swing, having undergone some 
repairs in the way of a new set of flues and a general overhauling.” 


1895 — Dec. 26 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Major Bell in Winnipeg — perhaps en route east after permanently leaving the 
Bell Farm? 


“PEOPLE WE TALK ABOUT: . .. Major Bell, of Indian Head, registered at the Manitoba today.” 


1895 — Deterioration of the Bell Farmhouse and round barn — interview with Philip Leech, former Bell Farm 
foreman, as reported in the 17 Dec. 1957 Regina Leader Post article, p. 2: 


The Bell Farm “had the coldest sleeping quarters in the West... . Single men were 
housed in a large bunkhouse with thick stone walls in which were many holes. When it 
was 40 below outside it was 42 below inside... . He never determined why the now 
famous round barn, still standing near Indian Head, was built that way, ‘but | remember 


a7~m” 


in ’95 part of one wall fell out and they had a deuce of a time fixing it. 
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1896 


1896 — Jan. 9 — Manitoba Morning Free Press, p. 1— Major Bell leaves Winnipeg for Indian Head 


“PERSONAL PAREAGRAPHS: Major Bell left last evening for Indian Head.” 


1896 — Jan. 16 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p. 


Indian Head. “The annual meeting of ratepayers was held in the school house on the 3 inst to 
transact the usual business connected with the school District. The retiring trustee was Mr. A.J. 
Osment, who has served the school district in this capacity for nine years. Mr. Osment’s services 
have been so satisfactory in this office that the ratepayers thought well to re-elect him for a 


fourth term.” 


1896 — Feb. 6 - Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.__ — check for details 


1896 — Feb. 11 — Ottawa Journal, p.__ -. Major Bell visits Ottawa 
“W.R. Bell, Indian Head, is in the city on business with the interior department" 


1896 — Feb. 8 — Bell’s Scottish investors filed claim for$124,810.33 — check for details 
1896 — Feb. 13 — Regina Leader, p. 8 — Bell elected V.P of Canadian military institute 


“At the annual meeting of the Canadian military institute, held last week, Major Bell, of 
Indian Head, N.W.T., was elected one of the vice presidents, along with Col. Gwynn, of 
Dundas, Col. Tyrwhitt, M.P., Col. Buchan, Col. Hamilton, and Major Farewell.” 


1896 - Feb 13 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.__ 


“Major Bell of Indian Head has been elected a vice president (/ think the word is 
‘president;’ it is very blurred) of the Canadian military institute.” 


1896 — Feb. 15 — Manitoba Free Press , p. - Major Bell attends Stanley Cup Hockey Game in 
Montreal’s Victoria Rink between Winnipeg and Montreal: - Winnipeg won: 2-0. — check for 
details https://www.habseyesontheprize.com/2007/03/1896-stanley-cup-champion- 


winnipeg.html 


“After the match the Winnipegs were entertained to a pleasant supper by the officers of the 
vanquished club, and the best of feeling prevailed. Among the Winnipeggers present were; Nat 
Boyd, W. J. Boyd, Wallace Dafoe, Mr. Carelle, B. E. Chaffey, Joe. Carter, F. Picken, Geo. Soames, 
and brother, Hugo Ross, Major Bell, of Indian Head, and about a dozen others.” 
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1896 — Feb. 19 — Victoria Daily Times, p. _ - Major Bell at Grains Standards — initially disagreed with western reps. 


“GRAIN INSPECTION. Eastern Dealers and the Proposed Changes. . . . representatives from the 
Montreal and Toronto boards of trade...” 


Rerresentatives from the Montreal 
nnd Toronte boards of trade bad an in- 
terview with Hon. Col. Prior  yes- 
terday regarding the proposed amend- 
ments to the grain inspection act. They 
protested against the alleged intention 
of the government to deny eastern buy- 
ers and millers representation on the 
| board in future. Their claim to such 
| representation was supported by an ar- 

cvument that seems to be popular, viz.: 

That the east had opened wp and devel- 

med the Northwest, and, therefore, had 

a direet concern in everything pertain 
| ing to that country. This was the only 
claim they seemed able to advance, The 
Northwest members will submit a writ- 
ten statement setting forth their reqnest, 
together with the rensons therefor, with 
| regard to standards, Col, Prior prom- 
| ised that before the department took 
any action, all parties concerned would 

receive notification. He said there was 
I ho antboritv for the statement that the 
| eastern dealers were to be no longer re- 

presented on the standerde boord, but 

did not deny that the proposed changes 
| would be of a more radical nature than 
| at first contemplated. Major Bell did not 
, | &t first agree with Western members, 
, | but is now co-operating with them. 


395 kb 


1896 — Feb. 19 — Montreal Gazette”, p. 1— Major Bell attends Grain Standards meeting in Ottawa 


“The Grain Standards. A deputation interviewed several members of the Government to-day, 
on the subject of the grain standards. ...the farmers of Manitoba were represented by 
Senator Perley, W.W. McDonald, M.P., N. Boyd, M.P., and Major Bell, of Indian Head. The 
members of the government were Mr. Daly, ... Senator Perley and the Western 


representatives opposed the changing of the grades each year, and advocated fixity of 
standards.” 


1896 — Feb. 25 — Ottawa Daily Citizen, | = 


“Mir. W.R. Bell Indian Head...at the Russell" — check for details 


1896 — Feb. 26 - Ottawa Journal , p. 3 - Major Bell at Dominion Artillery Assoc. meeting in Ottawa 
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“MILITIAHAVE. THE CALL), 


_——_o—. 


t| GOVERNMENT UNDERSTANDS THE | oi 
‘|; BBELINGOFTHECOUNIRY |°% 


rw 


tr 


AS the Annual Meeting of the Dominion ar | ™ 
[| ° tilery Association, Gratifying Assurances | ™ 


are Gives of the Attention to be Paid to the | ™ 
Volunteer Force - * 

~ | 

h 4 


The annual meeting of the Dominion 
Artillery Association was-held yester- A 
day afternoon in the Tower room of 
the House of Commons. 

Those present were Lt. Col. Prior, 
presiding, His Excellency the Gover- 
nor General, Mr. Desjardins, minister 
| of militia, Mr. Dickey, Lt. Col. Aylmer, 
i Lt. Col. Irwin, Lt. Col. MacPherson, , 
‘Mayor Borthwick, Major Davidson, 
>t Guelph, Lt. Col. Cotton, Lt. Col. Turn- 
|| bull, Major Blacklock, Major Bliss, 
}| Capt. Lee, Capt. McNaughton, Major | 
h! Ogilvie, Major Bell. Indian Head. and | 
Capt. Donaldson, secretary of the as- 

sociation. 


ki 
[| Lt. Col Prior in his opening ad-| hi 132 kb 


ad 
—— 


FSISHR VF OMHCRYS 


1896 — March 3 - Winnipeg Tribune , p. 4— Major Bell is staying at the Manitoba Hotel 
"Major Bell, of Indian Head, is at the Manitoba." 
1896 — March 5 — Regina Evening Leader, p.8 , col. 3 — Major Bell returns to Indian Head from visit to East 
“Major Bell, of Indian Head, has returned from a visit to the east.” 
(FRANK: Is this the last mention of Major Bell at Indian Head? ] 
[MICHELLE: | feel confident Major Bell left Indian Head in the last week of March 1896.] 
1896 — March 17 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 5 — Major Bell leaves Winnipeg for Ottawa 


“PEOPLE WE TALK ABOUT. Movements of Winnipeggers and Travellers Here and Elsewhere. 
Major Bell left for Ottawa to-day. He will be absent about a month.” 


1896 — March 24 - Montreal Gazette , p.___ - Major Bell introduced at the (Grain or Stock ?) Exchange 


“The following gentlemen were introduced on ‘Change yesterday: Mr. W.R. Bell, of Indian Head, 
N.W.T., by Mr. A.Z. Thomson, Mr. Bennet, of Boston, by Mr. Robert Meighen; Mr. H.N. Burns, of 
Toronto, by Mr. R. Peddy, and Mr. A. Goetz, of Colorado Springs, by Mr. E.L. Clark.” 


1896 — March 26 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , ae — Sheppard takes over Bell Farm management 
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“Mr. Geo. Willis and family arrived on Monday the 16" inst, to take the management of Lord 
Brassey's Farm here. Mr. F. Sheppard, the late manager, will have the management of the Bell 
Farm, in the interest of the Mortgage Co., represented by Mr. J.A.M. Aikins, of Winnipeg, for the 
present season.” 


(“Mr. C. Langlois and family arrived from Minneapolis last Wednesday and purpose 
making this country their future home. Mr. Langlois is a brother-in law of Mr. C. Pelletier 
of Katepwa and purposes entering into partnership with him in the manufacture of brick 
etc.”) 


“Mr. A.J. Osment has quite a force of men at work putting things in shape for his brick 
yard.” 


1896 — April 1 — Nor’Wester (Winnipeg), p. 8 — Bell Farm to be broken up into % sections — check for details 
1896 — April 1 - Winnipeg Tribune, p. 8 - Davidson reports Bell Farm to be divided 


"Mr. Davidson of Indian Head is in the city. He says the people of Indian Head were greatly 
pleased over the announcement that the Bell Farm was to be divided into quarter sections.’ 


1896 — April 2 — Regina Evening Leader, p.8 — Bell Farm to be divided into % sections 


“Mr. Davidson, proprietor of the Indian Head Hotel, is in the city [Winnipeg] for the purpose 
of making preparations for the building of a new hotel structure to replace his present one. 
Mr. Davidson said last evening that the people of Indian Head were greatly pleased over the 
announcement that the Bell farm was to be divided into quarter sections. It will greatly 
assist in building up the town, and increasing the retail trade, if the property is settled by 
good farmers. — Free Press” 


1896 — April 2 - Qu’Appelle Vidette — check for details 


1896 — April 2 - Montreal Gazette, p.__ - 


"Col. W.R. Bell of Winnipeg, arrived at the Hall yesterday" ~ check for details 


1896 — April 4 — Supreme Court of the North-West Territories awards Bell’s Scottish creditors their claim, which 


resulted in them taking over the Bell Farm and all its assets — check for details 


(Source: Ed Morgan’s article “The Bell Farm”, in Saskatchewan History, Vol XIX, 1896, p. 59, footnotes 83 — 
[Supreme Court of the North-West Territories, No. 71-1896: Scottish-American Investment Company Ltd. Vs. 
William Robert Bell, statement of claim.] 


1896 — April 16 — Edmonton Bulletin, p. 1 - Weeds on Bell Farm 


“REGINA STANDARD: ‘The question raised by our Saltoun correspondent, why the government 
should select the district which the Bell farm has infested with noxious weeds as the place to 
buy seed grain for distribution, is a query quite in order.” 


1896 — April 22 — Lethbridge News, p. 2 — Bell Farm to be broken into % sections 


———»> |} Pell, Mra, 
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“The Bell farm at Indian Head is to be broken up into quarter sections. The people in the 
neighbourhood are much pleased about this, as it will increase business there.” 


1896 — April 23 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 3 — Bell Farm to be broken up into % sections 


“The Bell farm at Indian Head is to be broken up into quarter sections. The people in the 
neighbourhood are much pleased about this, as it will increase business there.” 


1896 — April 24 — Moose Jaw Times — Bell Farm to be broken up into % sections 


“The Bell farm at Indian Head is to be broken up into quarter sections. The people in the 
neighbourhood are much pleased about this, as it will increase business there.” 


1896 — May 2 - Montreal Gazette, p. _ - Major Bell, and 83 horses, sails to England on the RMS Vancouver 


MARINE MATTERS. 


The Allan Line R. M. 8. Vancouver, C sp’. 
Williams, presented an animated scene last 
night, being crowded with penne oo and 
their friends. The saloon was tastefully de- 
corated with flowers and choice planta. 
‘Through the thoughtfalness of Chief Steward 
Latimer the voyageurs were able to entertain 
their friends to an excellently served supper, 
which was greatly appreciated, aad up to 


Chadwick, Mr. Nevil N. Evans Evans, Rev. Jaa, | 

Pal the Mra. Empringham, Mr, G. W, 

jeld, Mr. John C. Green, Mra, 

Gres Be F = 0. brome Dr. + Groat- 

man, Hon, ustice Gwynne, Mra. Gw ie 

Mt. Holbrooke, -M 

Emily Horton, Mra. AW. Hadeill, vaste 

G, 


H 
Mr. F. J. ee ea et Ge 


T. J an —. ed Mrs, W, H. iby 
midnight an enjoyable time was spent, Miss F. » Me W. P. Kirby, Mr, 
Among the visitors were a large number of George Fg Master Geo. 
members of the Royal Arcanum, of New Macnoe, Rev, LM Toren Mackie, 
York, The passenger list, which is exeeption- Mester W. B. Mackie, Miss Veda Mokvors, 
ally large for the season of the year, Mr. 8. B. Neil, Mra. Pearce, Mr. HH. H. 
avgurs well for the balance of the season. Peters, Mra. J. Robertson, Dr, Robinson, 


The saloon ra are as follows: Major Dr. C, O, Sampson, Mr. J.W. L, Smyth, Mrs. 
& he istol, Miss Lilly Beistol, Smyth, enh: Sm et, Miss A Skefling- 


ton, Mr. Ernest Taafe, Master Walter 
Mra. Binns, Master Binns, Miss Binns, De. Toefe, Mr. Jas. H. Tee, Hon. Mrs. Waud, 


gw Byers, Mr, Harold H. Baker, Miss Mr. Percy M. Watkins, Mr. Jas. Wilson, 


. Baker, Miss Code, Miss Florence Coch- Mrs. Bullock Webster, Miss E. 
shy Mra. Frank — Mra. J. M, Miss H. Webster, Mr. H. Fitz he Webb, 
Campbell, Master pbell, Miss Mr. Robert Wright. In addition to a fall 
Kthel Campbell, Mins Seles Mra. Crom- general cargo, the Vancouver also takes to 
bie, Mins Meruestle Crombie, Mr. Wm. the Uld Country 83 horses, 


1896 — May 14 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.__ 


“It is reported that private information has been received that we may expect to see 
Major Bell back shortly.” 


1896 — May 28 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , Pp. __ — Bell Property For Sale 


“Miajor Bell’s property which is to be offered for sale on the 30° inst comprises 73 
horses, 13 cattle, elevator, household furniture etc. While of course we are sorry that 
circumstances required the disposal of those effects, there can be no doubt that if the 
outcome in the breaking up of the Bell farm into numerous farms of the average size, it 
will be immensely to the advantage of the town and district. If offered in quarter 
sections at a reasonable price, this rich piece of land can scarcely fail to speedily 
become the home of a number of prosperous farmers.” 
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1896 — June 4 - Qu’Appelle Vidette , D. — check for details 


1896 — June 11 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.__ 
“The sale of the Bell elevator takes place on Saturday.” 
1896 — June 12 - Manitoba Daily Free Press , p. 6 - Bell in London, England on May 


“PERSONAL: PARAGRAPHS: .... Major Bell, of this city [Winnipeg], was a guest at the Canadian 
government's office in London, Eng., during the week ending May 26°.” 


1896 — June 13 - The Colonies and India , p. _ — Major Bell attended a meeting at the Royal Colonial Institute; a paper on 
"Canada and Ocean Highways" read by Sanford Fleming CMG 


i : , iti i ederi y .M.G. (Colonial 
The Cuainman, in proposing a vote of thanks to the lecturer, British Guiana), Frederick Evans, C.M 
commented on the thamaien iorpeetines of telegraphic communi- Secretary, Jamaica), J. G. Colmer, at gage ta py ama 
cation between the United Kingdom and her Colonies passing Mr. Hugh Fleming, M.D., Major-Genera ir e pe : » 
entirely through British lands, and thus beyond the reach of K.C.8.1., C.B., Lady and Miss Green, ae - Jo — 
tampering. The tenders sent in for the new cable would J. Harris, Richmond Henty (Victoria), Step nen a ; - 
probably very soon result in their having excellent communica- Macfarlane (Canada), J. H. Wix, G. H. Cressy, M.D., J. 0. 
tion both on the Atlantic and on the Pacific side. The Messa- Ernest Parkes (Sierra Leone), P, A. Renner (Gold Coast), 
cries Maritimes Company was receiving 600,000l. in subsidy J. T. Ralston (New South Wales), F. A. Du Croz, 
ey the French Government, and the German line of steamors to G. Turner, W. H. Heaton, J. L. B. Le Maistre, Dr. P. J. | 
Delagoa Bay was subsidised to the cxtent of 45,0001, a year, und Ba Maun FH Danger (New South Wales), W. C. 
hon Cag oumidied, She eee. tenet Oe cae cbeton taeh in Tyndale, H. Hemsley, A. J. Sievers, R. Crichton (Victoria), 
necessary to a successful passenger traffic it was obvious that, in pm Si . Dr Vs sebeges (Transvaal), Com.-General 
the matter of Canada, where there wasa comparatively small iss Sievers, Ei ae Deakins ees W. G. no 
population, assistance by subsidy must be given in tho first Lardner, Major x = pe year pone (Meee 
instance until the country was sufliciently developed. Thore- Paterson, B. Biggs, C. E. 4 Geni Taylor, Captain W 
fore they ought to welcome the evidence that the Government tius), C. E. Fletcher, G., Le Gros, 1. q +i r Wirch, 
were coming forward to mevt the Canadians half-way. Ashby (New Zcaland), Messrs. E. Amos (Ceylon), A. Bi M 
Mr. Fieminc briefly replied. A vote of thanks was then L. M. Byles, E. G. Barr, W. H. L. Bailey, H. i. sg 
passed to the Chairman, and the proceedings terminated. . B. Bailey, Mr. and Mrs. T. H. Biggs ( — — 
The following were among those present :- Sir Mackenzie A. M. Brown, Mrs. Barrett, Major Bell, Mrs. “age — 
Bowell, K.C.M.G. (late Premier of Canada), Sir Donald A. Miss E. E. Bourne, Mr, and Mrs. R, Bain, Mr. W. 8. an 
Smith, G.C.M.G. (High Commissioner for Canada), Sir William Miss Cuff, Mr. C. and Miss Cuff, Mr. C. and Miss A. Clark, 
E. Maxwell, K.C.M.G. (Governor of {Gold Coast Colony), Sir Mr. and Mrs, N. V. Collier, Mr. and Mrs. F, Caulfeild, Miss 
Charles E. F. eueting, Bart., Sir Frederick Young, K.0.M.G., D. Caulfeild, Miss Cole, Miss S. Coates, Messrs. Croucher, J 
Bir Gidney Shippard, K-C.AG., Licutensnt cmon, OB. Crowe, T. B. Campbell, J. Dewe, Mr. ‘and Mrs. O. Dudley 
uric, “Fe ieutenant-Genera! . . , O.D., ep : Ge 
Musa Cavendish Boyle, CMG. (Goverment Secretary, || | _ (Cyprus), Mr. Dench, Dr, R. Dawson (Canada), 


1896 — June 18 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p. 


“Major Bell’s favourite old horse Ovington met with an accident on the farm yesterday 
and had to be shot.” (Frank: looks like the world is collapsing all around Major Bell 
during the past year or two.: the elevator and flour mill burned in Sept. 1893; the 


creditors have taken over the Farm in Sept. 1895.); his wife Katherine died in Oct. 1895, 
and his horse Ovington died in June 1896) 


1896 — June 27 — Major Bell has a sketch drawn of himself by an unidentified artist, while participating in a 
shooting match at the Indian Exhibition in London. (See below: 1896 — 21 July - The Bideford Weekly Gazette, 


p._) 
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68 kb 284 kb 


1896 — July 4 -— Ottawa Daily Citizen p._ - Major Bell at London, Eng. celebration hosted by Sir Donald Smith 


THE DAY EN LONDON 


HOW CANADA'S FESTIVAL WAS a 
CELEBRATED IN THE OLD LAND. Spe tig EP Lady Willows tate 
Tupper. Mias Tupper, Mr. Justice and 


A Guest at Sir Donald's Reception gives British Guiana), Frederick Evans, eo — Mrs. MacMshon, Toronto; Mr. Justice 
an Interesting Account of the Pro- Secretary, Jamaica), J. G. Colmer, C.M.G., Mrs. Colmer, Gwynne, Sir Ambrowe and Lady Shea, 
Mr, Hugh Fleming, M.D., Major-General Sir Henry Green, Sr William and Lady Da 5 

ceedings. The Dinner in the Eveniag. KOSL, C.B., Lady and Miss Green, Messrs. R. B. Johnson, Siiece ™ a) iy a on. 
Some of Those who were Preseat. J. Harris, Richmond Henty (Victoria), Stephen Bourne, Thos. Print _— . MP. Mr. S. V. Blake, 

We Macfarlane (Canada), J. H. Wix, G. H. Cressy, M.D., J.C. nel pal eterson, McGill College, 

Special Gorresponience to the Citizen. Emest Parkes (Sierra Leone), P, A. Renner (Gold Coast), Montreal; Principal Grant, Queen's Col- 
fondon. July 4—Dekninion Day was J. T. Ralston (New South Wales), F, A. Du Croz, lege. com; Madagne Albani Gye, 
Fight loyally celebrated in Londo on G. Turner, W. H. Heaton, J. L. B. Le Maistre, Dr. P. Be Dr Bradley, Dr. Moclenanan, Mr. F. W. 
: Ha x aes Bayn, Messrs. F. H. Dangar (New South Wales), W. C. Gundry, Major Wicksteed, Mr, Jobn 
Wednesday last. Nearly 900 invitacions ndale, H. Hemsley, A. J. Sievers, R. Crichton (Victoria), Dewe, Mr. and Mrs. James Huddart 
Were sent out by Sir Donald and Lady iss Sievers, Dr. J. Keenan (Transvaal), Com.-General Mr. and Mee, W 7. Lawson, Ma . 
Suith for an At Home in the afternoon Lardner, Major Edward Daubeney, Messrs. W. G. Lardner, seal ai Pied Ai tan aahan : 9 

- Paterson, B. Bi; ©. E. Cory Lowry, Andrew Mure (Mauri- r a iy eton, 
in tue Imperial Institute. It proved tim) OC EB iether, G, Le Gros, I. Taylor, Captain W. jor-General Herbert. Lt. Col. Cotton, 
Gn exceedingly attractive, brilliant and Ash! by (New Zcaland), Messrs. E. Amos (Coylon), A. Birch, Capt. Ogilvie, the Archbishop of Hu- 
fasthcnable function. In cgisequence of L. M, Byles, E, G. Barr, W. H. L. Bailey, H. F. Burgess, J. pert’s Land, the Rev. J. A. Shaw, Mr. 
indisposition. Lady Smith was unable B. Bailey, Mr. and Mrs. T. H. Higgs (Burma), = Georg: Grant, the Misses Thistle, Mo- 
to’ be present, and f& her absence Mise A, M. Brown, Mrs. Barrett, Major Bell, ge ar ae | jor Bell, Indian Head; Mr. C.S. Hoamer, 
Stephenson, daughter of Mr. Russell Miss E. E, Bourne, Mr. and Mrs. it. Bain, MY WV; “Guark, | | Slr. and Mra. Archer Biker, Mr. and 
Seephenson. ani Mrs. J. G. Catone a- i 1 Sie ak F, Caulfeild, Miss Mr ©. A. Elliot, Mr. H. Bate, Mr. E. 
optvieg Secqraael che beace a talf-past D. Caulfeild, Miss Vole, Miss S. Coates, Messrs. Croucher, J. 1. end Mrs. Newcombe, Mr. and Mrs. 
three and six. Crowe, T. B. Campbell, J. Dewe, Mr. ee a si . oe = Mr. ahi Fare 
Among the Hundreds » (Cyprus), Mr. Dench, Dr. R. Dawson ( , . Ge ete Phere ies rkpat 
514 427 476 kb 


1896 — July 6 — Ottawa Daily Citizen, p. 5 — Major Bell visits the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich, England. 


“Lieut. General Hewett, R.E., formerly Commandant of the Royal Military College, Kingston, 
Ont., was met on the Strand a few days ago looking particularly well. He is now Commandant of 
the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich. The presentation of his card at Woolwich Arsenal a few 
days ago, in addition to the usual War Office order, enabled your correspondent and Major Bell 
of Indian Head, N.W.T., to see the wonderful establishment, where 15,000 men and boys are 
employed, to exceptional advantage. We had a guide “all to ourselves.” As it was Major Bell’s 


first visit the place was a revelation.” 


1896 — July 9 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , Po 


[under the Fort Qu’Appelle head, a report on a church picnic at Vidal’s Point.] “... Mr. Osment’s 
steam launch ‘Loretta’ as a pleasing feature of the amusements provided... “ — check for 
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1896 — July 15 — Ottawa Journal, p. 6 — Major Bell competes in London for the Queen’s prize 


“Major Bell, of Winnipeg, who retired some twenty-five years ago, has entered for the Queen’s 
prize.” 


1896 — July 15 — Montreal Gazette, p. 1 — Major Bell competes in London for the Queen’s prize 


“Major Bell, of Winnipeg, who retired some twenty-five years ago, has entered for the Queen’s 
prize.” 


1896 - July 17 - Moose Jaw Times, p. 8 [NOTE: Bell's address is Winnipeg, not Indian Head) 


"Quite a number of our Canadian marksmen are taking part in the annual rifle shooting contests 
and Bisley, England, and are doing remarkably well. Major Bell, of Winnipeg, who retired from 
active service some 25 years ago, has entered for the Queen's prize." 


1896 — July 21 - The Bideford Weekly Gazette — 


Major Bell is beaten in a rifle competition by Mrs. Burdett-Morten — first loss for the Major. This 
article also confirms that Major Bell was in England on June 27, 1896, attending the Indian Exhibition. 


18 ie quite unusual to find a lady who has 
attained proficiency with the rifle Mrs. Burdett- 
Morten ts—perhaps with the exception of Mise Leal, 
who has competed at Wimbledon and Hieley—the 
finest amateur markswoman of the day Mra. 
Hurdett-Morten fired her firet sho’ fire years ago, 
and has never gone in for asatematic practice. She 
recently won s natch age ast nine men, ahe beng 
the only lady competitor, and «a few dave ago, 
shooting ata tin. bull, aie made ome bull’s-eyes 
in succession ata 40 yaris range Sho is a mar- 
rellousty steady shot; no clamour or chatter around 
her seems to affect her nerve, and ale calmly aime 
and scorea tull after bull with the utmost seg:/rotd. 


Mre. Burdett-Morten's grestest success was ber 
focent victory over Major Bell, the champion abot of . 
North-Weet Canasta The match took place at the 
Indian Exhibition on June 27th Mre Hurdett- 
Morton's aggregate of 69 for 18 shots included eight 
bull’s-eves, anil Major Hell's S48 included three of 
the latter, Ae this wes the frat time Major Bell bad 
suffered defeat Mrs. Bordetr-Morten was warmly 
tongratulate} on her achievement, In person Mra. 
Kurlett«Morten, who is, os her name implies, @ 
relative of Karonesa Nurdett-Coutts, in petite and a 
brunette, witha [rank and ¥ivecioue manner, She 
is a charming hostess, sings delightfully, ie an 
accomplished cyclist, and extremely popular ia e 
large circle of friends 
L — 154 kb 


1896 — July 23 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p. __ 


July 23, 1896: (The paper is called The Vidette now, not the Qu’Appelle Vidette. This probably happened Feb 27, 
1896 when |“The Vidette appears today in a new form and dress. It will in future be issued in the joint interests 
of the Fort Qu’Appelle and Indian Head districts.” 
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1896 — July 30 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , fo 


“Mr. Osment successfully completed the burning of his first kiln of brick last week and claims he 
will be able to supply a better and larger brick than any heretofore placed on the local 


markets.” 


1896 — Aug. 4 - Ottawa Daily Citizen p. _ - Major Bell attends Col. Starke’s “At Home”, & Middleton, Hewett, Dewdney, 


Dr. Thorburn, Colmer, etc. 


Colonel Btarke’s “At Heme.” Bayland, Meatreal; Mr W_ A. and Mrs. 
Colonel! Gearke’s “At Home” in the Mas, Lenten; Mr. and Mrs, W. J. EP 
Canadian Camp, Kouley, on I tursday af- lit, Toronto; the Mises Merritt, St 
ternoon, wus 4 br.ligat function, and Catherines; Mies C. Merritt, Totento; 
Was nurmerously attended by Canadians Mr.. Mrs. and tte Misses Gibbens, Lon- 
in Londen, by Officers ol the SoMa den. Unt.; Capt. Newton, Ment real; Mr. 
fran Pirbright; officers of Brit- Wid, Prestcdeast Tesouty ioerd of Trade; 
Observed on the ground during the af- Major Bell, imtian Head, N.W.T; Lt. 
ternam were Cot. W. MacKinnon, Src- Col Turnvall, Montreal; Dr. Therturn, 
Sy aba Pe un omer ony Mocceeamr Oniawn; Mr. C. Berkeley Powell, Or- 
tion; Lieut. Ceneral Hewett, Comman- tawa, Mr. and Mrs. fF. W. Gundry. Lone 
dant iyal Mukary Academy, Wool down, lermerly of Ottawa; Mr. J. B. 
Meiver, Kingston; Mr. L. J, Serpant, 


wick forueriy of tee Kosyal MilQary 

Coleg, Kangen; Mayr General 

Strange; M.jor General sic Pred. Mid- formerly of the Grand Teunk Hailway; 
Dr. Uradiey, Ottawa; Dr. Uyers. Sanan- 

oque, Mr. J. G. amt Mre Colmer. Mr. 


dletou, Major Gemeral Herbert; Lt.-Col, 
Riteut, ae K. oe C. Kingston; 
oe a Heury Crawiost, Londun; Mr. Frank 
Arnoldi, Y C.. loromte; Mr, George 


Lt Col. Craton, Kingston; Lt - 
Cal, Gordon, Koyal Canadian lnfantry 

Grant, Jamaica; Dr. Lorme and Mrs. 
Camplell, Montreal; Major Ven ourt- 


Cowerg. Unt.. and otters. Lhe tnd 
of the Bedtopd Regiment played at in- 
® rv als during the afternouy. The wee- 
ther was all that could be dewied. At 
on easly stage of the proceedings the 
Cansda Club cup was presented to che | | 
team by Mr. Gibspic, President of the | ¢ 
Clul, whe made am imteresting and ap- | , 
propriate sprech. to which Col. Starke 
de & suitable and appreciative re- 

y. Mr. Ronald Macru@iter. Gg. C.. Mr. 
Sgyent ant Sir Ford. Middieton cach | ¢ 
ssid @ few words ly request. Hefresb- | ¢ 
tuents in great rariety and slrundince 
were served ip & marquee tent, While |e 
ual! tables and clagre were placed in 
contenien' preitions over the curmy 
grounds. For three hours « highly de- 
light{el tame was ape! in socal inter- 
course. Blany former scquaintence- 
ships were renmewet sod som mew 
friendebige formed Al) present were 


Regiment, Frederikctam, N. By Major 
Res, Brigade Mo jer, Montreal: Lt.-Col. 
Purnbuli, Montreui, Prefessor Martin, 


am oS fe 


~ kK > Dente oe 
i C Wissen Lieutenant Gentine land, 9rd Hussirs, ond Mrs. Vein ouri- 1 agreed that the “At Home” was s “gem 
Dewiney; Attorney General Eberts. B lami; Mr. Alex. Stephensan, Montreal; of a function” and were ent hosiastic 
C. Major Wickoteed, Ott awa; Mr. Chas Me. istton Green, Montreal; Capt. For- in their praise of Col. Starke's caceed- 
Mige, Citawn; Mr. and Mre. W. D rester. Royal Canadian Dragoons Mr ingiy gemervas hospitality @: was |, 
Hege. Ottawa; Mc. Donald Macmaster, and Mrs. Joyner, Qu’Appelle. N.W.T ; wearily half past erven lefere »)) the Is 
Q ©. Mamtrecl; Mr. Churies Drink- : aaa tbe Mi or tipyemg { gurste hed departed. The event © |! be 
weiter, Montiel; Lt.Col. and Mrs. Mre. Boswell be Misses Daantry. lung fememiered among deiightfal | y 
Harland, Montreal: Mr WA. and Mee Ceiwarg. Unt. and others “The tand | | I edop pm iniswmers | 


294 321. 292 kb 


1896 — Aug. 20 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , eel 


“Wheat cutting began on the Bell Farm on Monday last.” 


1896 — Aug. 27 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , fa 


“Mr. Osment’s fence has been beautified and made an instrument for the enlightenment of the 
passer-by. The far famed Dick Burden did the deed.” 


Fort Qu’Appelle: “Mr. A.J. Osment of Indian Head has brought his steam pleasure launch 
‘Loretta’ from the lower lake , and will make the fort its headquarters for a few days. The 
removal was made without much difficulty on Monday, the boat being taken out at the Mission 
bridge, brought up on a trolley and put into the water again at the boat house. It has since 


made several trips up the lake.” 


1896 — Sept. 3 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , fol 


Fort Qu’Appelle : “Mr. A.J. Osment returned to Indian Head on Thursday evening last. His steam launch was 
taken back to the lower lakes the same day.” 


The Vidette (Fort September 10, 1896 “Mortgage Sale of Valuable Farm 


8 September 2024 
Property commonly known as The Bell 
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Qu’Appelle & Indian 
Head) 


Farm” 


1896 — Sept. 10 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.__ 


“Mortgage Sale of Valuable Farm Property commonly known as The Bell Farm” To take place 
Oct 20, 1896. Lists the legal descriptions of the land, as well as “22 cottages, 16 stables, 20 
granaries (one of which is very large), one implement shed, one blacksmith shop and one large 


dwelling house.” This ad runs for several subsequent weeks. 

“Mr. Adam Cantelon of Lorlie, who has been working in this vicinity for the past few weeks, has 
secured the contract of large stone barn in the neighbourhood of Wolseley, and together with 
his assistant will depart for that burgh in a few days.” (Frank: Cantalon built the Motherwell 


stone buildings, and is featured in Legacy of Stone) 


1896 — Sept. 16 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 6 — Advertisement for Mortgage Sale of the Bell Farm on 20 Oct. 1896, by 
Aikins, Culver, McClenaghan (Winnipeg Lawyers) 


|e 
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(18), Range Thirtes't 


in Township Nine## num 
Twelve (12), the Sete ia 
‘€ 7 


L VALUABLE FARM PROPERTY, Tryenty-eight By, Te five (30) “Thit- 
k Cemeonly known 85 teais’ (oh: or "in ee “T eee of 
cu and Six (6 

sections numbers A (19 Aj, Raog® 


‘| TEm BELLEFARM : 


—_ 


Under and by virtus of tne 2 
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| | tioneer, at the 1 Paru Pe 
dian Hend in the Northwest TOT, 
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1896- Sept. 17 — Regina Evening Leader — p. 8, col. 4 — Sheriff’s Sale of Bell Farm 
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“The Bell farm at Indian Head will be put up for sale by the sheriff on Oct. 20.” 


1896 — Sept. 18 — Moose Jaw Times , p.8 — Auction of Bell Farm set for Oct. 20 
“The Bell Farm at Indian Head will be sold by public auction on the 20" of October.” 
1896 — Sept. 24 - Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 4— sale of Bell Farm’s grain elevator 


“R.P. Roblin, of Winnipeg, has bought the Balgonie elevator and also the Bell elevator at Indian 
Head. Things look as if the grain men are anxious to secure our western wheat this year. There 
are no less than four or five buyers in each district.” 


1896 — Oct. 8 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p. 
“Mr. A.J. Osment is burning another kiln of brick.” 


Also, “We are informed that Mr. Roblin has only rented the Bell elevator, not bought it.” 


1896 — Oct. 22 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , pe 


ad for bricks by Osment. — check for details 


1896 — Nov. 5 — Qu’Appelle Vidette, p.__ 


“Work has commenced on the excavation of a cellar for a large brick hotel, which Mr. Osment 
intends building in the spring on the property adjoining his store. The building is to be of solid 


brick, 50 by 80, and three stories high. This is not the slightest doubt but that is will be another 
great improvement to the town.” 


The Vidette ??? Nov. 19, 1896 “Local News: Indian Head” — refers to 


Bell in far left column 


1896 — Nov. 19 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , nal 


[A longish report about Major Bell’s marksmanship at an event in England. Includes much about various female 


participants.] = check for details 
1896 — Dec. 3 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p. 
“Mr. A.J. Osment’s brick yard turned out some 400,000 bricks this season, quantities of which were sent to 


Grenfell and Qu’Appelle Station. Mr. Osment has enough on hand to start on his new hotel building next 
spring.” 


1896 — Dec. 17 - Qu’Appelle Vidette — check for details 
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1896 — Dec 24 — Regina Evening Leader, p. 8 — Brassey & Bell farms open for purchase 


“The Brassey and Bell Farms at Indian Head are now thrown open for purchase and 
settlement in small holdings, whereat the citizens of the town and country generally are well 


1897 


1897 — Henderson’s Manitoba and NWT Gazetteer and Directory, p. 391 — Major Bell is still listed in Henderson’s: 


“INDIAN HEAD: Bell, W.R. , Bell farm” 


1897 — March 31 - Major Bell marries Catherine Ormiston from Newcastle-on-Tyne, England (copy, not original) 


ISO7. 2 _Marrioge solominized at Me he taler Hfice.in tho the Z habrelof. Meet “s_in the Count sof test 


Crass, : iit 


 caWhep | hen ae Name and Sarnane. Age. | age | Condition. Rank or PS oa iether time ol Marriage. Faker Name ‘Name and Sornamo. “| ae rol 


ethos Relat oes, Miike wi Caslen als Biche ablieel bes Pele 
2| Bin fi : Dd Vs ee / Mi wirrel (Deeeased) nL 
an aAnth: ve 3 5 A 
| (ig Mie eos el y ? 
| se Ctincdtloic Years fo al nsler / Co ere Blhrret 


Dlhreers de 


2 Bee Me fens 
\ This Marisge x eccicacs Pa —————" ) in the f f pr, d 
q fhe. een r 
Re alfe ts es sedtow at } A rig 


[FRANK: They eventually move to Brockville and then on to Winnipeg — (Source: Winnipeg Free 
Press - Feb 13, 1902)] 


1897 — March 31 - Qu’Appelle Vidette — check for details 


1897 — May 6 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 1 
“The Bell Farm lost a stable by fire while burning stubble.” 


1897 — May 15 — The Colonies and India, p. 18 - "London Colonial Club Dinner" Major W.R. Bell attended 


431 kb 
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18 THE COLONIES AND INDIA May 15, 1897 


LONDON COLONIAL CLUB DINNER. 


The fourth annual dinner of this club brought together a | Messrs. Phillip Winsor, T. F. Wicksteed, G. B. Williams, H, 
numerous and representative body of Colonials and others more | Woodhouse, P, Wheeler, 8. Yardley, ©.M.G., T, F. Yardley, 
or less intimately associated with the Colonies. The function, | W. J. Young, 
which was a distinct success, took place in the King’s Hall at 
the Holborn Restaurant on May 12, the Marquis of Lorne, 

Ker. ae — in bape chair. zt - little credit for the 
thorou satisfactory character of all the i : ae : eas 
connection with the dinner is due to the hon, seorstary, Mr, | Semting the National Artillery Asscciation, an artillery 
A. G. Berry, who has laboured energetically and successfully in challenge shield, which has been given by Lieutenant- 
the service of the club since its foundation, Colonel T. Turnbull, first vice-president of the Dominion 

Among those present were :—Messrs, E. Arland, C, Atchley. Artillery Association, to the National Artillery Association, as 
M. Attenborough, J. Andesos. 4. Armitage . H. Aarons, | 2 Slight acknowledgment of the many kindnesses received at 
3. Asvous. 3, Amold: K. Andeveon A. W "Arkill, G. J. Ash. | their hands by the teams representing the artillerymen of 
worth, Ayres, Colonel H. 8. Blaydes, Mr. R. W. Barnett, | Canada at the Shosburyness competitions. Major Vane Stow 
Bishop of Ballarat, Mr. A 4 n Bramaton, Mr. suitably acknowledged the gift. 

F. Faithful Begg, M.P., Mc inge , Messrs. A. G. Sir J, Fuxcusson then ag ag “Tho Colonial Club.” 
Berry, W. Berry, C. Bill, M.P., ©. H. Baldwin, Although, he eaid, our Colonies had been gathering themselves 
Sir George Bowen, Messrs, F. Wheeler-Brown, E. W. | into. great confederations, they were none the less faithful 


The Cuamman, after proposing the usual loyal toasts, which 


} were heartily honoured, presented to Major Vane Stow, repre- 


201 kb 


1897 — May 19 - Qu’Appelle Vidette , p.___ — check for details 


1897 - May 26 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , p. __ 


"The Brassey Farm has 1700 acres of wheat and the Bell Farm 1,400 this year 


notwithstanding that some of cultivated portions of the latter were among the lands 
disposed of this winter." 


1897 - June 2 — Qu’Appelle Vidette , eel 


"Mr. George Thompson has purchased the half of 26, known as Major Bell's corral." 


1897 - June 4 — Professor Tanner dies at Exeter, England 


(Source: Henry Tanner biography, by Antony Chapman, England — 2017) 


1897 — June 17 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 4— Bell vs Ford Jones in court 


“WEST ASSINIBOIA COURT - The Last of the Bell Farm - Supreme court for West 
Assiniboia opened this morning before Judge Richardson .... Mr. Ford Jones asked 
for an order that an agreement entered into by Major W.R. Bell for the purchase of 
lands at Indian Head be declared void and cancelled, for non-payment of the 
instalments, and the moneys already paid be forfeited . Granted.” 
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1897 - June 22 — Toronto Daily Mail and Empire , p. 3, col. 1 — Major Bell at Islington, England 


Major Bell attended the Royal Military Tournament at Islington to watch the 
4g" Highlanders compete. “The immense audience cheered again and again. Major Bell, 
of the Bell Farm, Indian Head, witnessed the combat, and many other Canadians.” 


http://news.google.com/newspapers ?nid=36&dat=18970622&id=DkQ1 AAAAIBAJ&sjid=1ygDAAA 


AIBAJ&pg=6216,6039016 


1897 — June 30 - Qu’Appelle Vidette — check for details 


18938 


[ Brassey bought much of the land sold at the dissolution of Bell’ corporate farm. Feb 2, 1898 (or 
possibly Jan 26): Legal description of land sold in 1897 from Brassey estate. Includes buyers’ names.] 


1898 — Jan. 8 — The Irish Daily Independent, p. _ - Charges against “Major W.R. Bell” - peat fuel [NOTE: This 
appears to be an American military major by the same name] — check for details 


CHARGE AGAINST AN AMERICAN 
OFFICER 


came on for beariog at the Neas Quarter 
\ing obea Major Beli was indicted with hav- 


ing the 
facta being that be put ao at 
Mooasierevan and jioourred of £20 witha 
bote; tress, having stated tha: be repre- 


}eented s syndicate which had £50,000 at its 
back. 


trial. At tho inary inves evi- 
dence was peed very A thatthe maajer’s 
representations were bona . The particles 


151 kb 
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1898 — Jan. 8 — Kildare Observer, p. _ -- Major Bell in court - peat fuel [NOTE: This appears to be an American 


military major by the same name] — check for details 


ONASTEREVAN FRIT COMPANY Cask, 
Me White said that io the caso of the Qusen against Major 


Bell no bill had been sent u it waa 
gp gn oe of oe one — oobi 
ocr—I now as 

Judgu—Yes ; he is entitiod to his . 

_ Dr Falooner—I'lask youtodoso by proclamation, There 
isa regular form, 

Judzo—You with it to appear by record ? 

De Falconer—Lf you please. ; 

Judge—flis recognisance is to appear at the sessions and 
answer en indictment. No indictinent has been found 
oantnst him, and therefore the recognisance has been ful- 

Mr Dano—-Ls it nacessary to hare him discharged 

Dr Paiconer—l\t is sir.. With groat respect, your ) 
when ho surrenders his Meognisances ; be is now in custody 

His Honor acceded to Dr Falooner’s application. 

Major Bell was formally dischaneed, and the documents 
put in by him at earlier stages of the charco were ordered 
woe G Palcooer Gastructed ty Mr 83 B 

r eoner (instruc r 
for Major Be)!). eee ’ ren ee 


99 kb 


1898 — Jan. 15 — The Irish Standard, p. 3 — Major Bell in court — peat fuel [NOTE: This appears to be an 


American military major by the same name] — check for details 


KILDARE. 

At tie last Monasiereven patiy ses- 
Slona «& gentleman who gave his name 
us » Was remanded on 
a charge of having obtained from Mra. 
Mary Rooney, hotel proprictess. Mona- 
stereven, by false pretenses, goods and 
morey to the extent of C20 iis. The 
“major had put ap at the betel, rep- 
resenting himself te be an inventor of 
Hostal peat fuel that was destined tu 
torn the bogs ef Ircland into mines 
of wealth, and that he was employed 
by a London company, with a capital of 
fifty thocsand pounds. ile fallet to 
pay bis board bi, however, and even 
borrowed from his confiding landolty 
five shillings, to pay his fare to Dublin, 
Whence he dhl not resurn, 

LIMERICK. 88 kb 
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1898 — Jan. 26 - Qu’Appelle Vidette — list of lands that were formerly part of the Bell Farm, and later part of 
the Brassey Estate and Scottish-American Estate. (see map below in 1902 section for some of the land 


locations) 
Seen ec cc nc cs ee ESSERE 
; LANDS BOLD pumtnG 1897. A 
We are indepted to Mr. F. with 
herd for the following list of bran 


. \sold by him, as agent for the Brassey basi 
and Scottish American estates. 


DRASERY PALATE. PURCTIARER. Woll 

lal |3 12, 18, 1S, Alex Boyd | latte 
iS} 12, 18, 138, Wm. Kennedy | busi 
\Whole of 7, 18, 12, John Boyd A 


2 | send 

‘E} 6, 19, 12, Dea Cargo ad 
wi 6, 19, 12, Alex Skene | hud 
Lorn (8 24, 19, 13, W, Braithwaite) | 


/Eds.7,all 8, 198,12, Then Sharp | 
Pe 8, 19, 12, C. W. Haat . peeba 
Me SOCLPRIZ 18, 12, Jax. Harrop | cent 


(Whole of 13, 19, 13, H. Loveless | con 
F. |SE} 13, 19, 3, {5; Brathwaite |" 
| 7 | own 
| SCOTTICN AMERICAN EYTATE. Brea 
500 8 5, 19812, Geo. F inte 
08 | Nt 5, 19a 12, David Fwart 
O° Whole of 6, 190712, Ben Holden | Pret 
so Whole of 1, 19, 13, M. McDermid; 0) 
7 E 20, 18, 12 | { 
S ml det 17, 18, 12) H. T. Smith ait 
oo | 20, 18, 12. y- 
) and part 17, 18, 12 ¢ 6 Dowgias | shed 
o Boden and =| muc 


Wholeof 21, 1%, 12. | Brentnell. — | tion 
70) Whole of 33, 18, 12, W. H. Stephens stat 
7 i. 30, 18, 12, W.R, Patterson 

N.C.P.R 23, 18, 13, Angus Mackay | * 
soo | Whole of 31, 18, 12, Jax Harvey | nota 


= ce 


1898 — July — Creation of General Service Medals: 


The Canadian Militia’s General Order 63 calls for creation of General Service Medals to include the 
Fenian Raids of 1866 and 1870 and the Red River Expedition of 1870. (EFK - Major Bell is eligible to 
apply for the Fenian Raid medals.) 


Source: Sessional Papers, 1899, No. 19, p. 29 
1898 — Oct. 7 — Moose Jaw Times, p. 4 — Search for Stray Animals by George Philips 
“NOTICE OF LOST ANIMALS. 


$10 Reward. Strayed from Indian Head. August 11 1897, one dark sorrel horse pony, 
white face. 2 white hind legs, branded monogram HR on left shoulder, had leather 
halter on with piece of rope attached; and one light sorrel pony mare, white face, 3 
white legs, white spot on left side, branded monogram HR on left shoulder, had leather 
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halter on with piece of rope attached, expected to have foal at foot. Geo. Philips. Indian 


Head. Bell Farm.” 


1899 — According to the 1901 Census: 


[The Bell family moved from Ireland back to Canada, resident in Brockville at time of the Census. Family: 
William & Catherine, and daughter Nora, who was born in April, 1899 in Ireland. (EFK comment: The 1906 
census states they returned to Canada in 1900. As the 1901 census was much closer to the time of the move, | 
presume that the 1899 date is more likely to be correct.] 


1899 — January - Government of Canada issues medals for Fenian Raids. 
“The medal was authorized in January 1899, 29 years after the last event it commemorated.” 


(Source: Canadian General Services Medal — Veterans Affairs Canada: 
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/medals-decorations/details/1 


1899 — Aug. 10 — Regina Leader, p. 1 — Court Case: Sale of Bell farm lands: Benbow vs Scottish Syndicate — Benbow lost. 
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1899 — Dec. 25 — Dinner Menu from the Royal Mail Steamer PARISIAN — from the Bell Family Collection — 


[probable verification that Major Bell was on board on a journey across the Atlantic (Source: Provincial 
Archives of Saskatchewan: Bell Family Collection] 


RMS (Parisian 


N Livy, 
ky: nM 
JAY. DECEMBE 
Preah grenn™ 


Norwegian Anchovies Olives Pate de foi Gras 

Soup 

Potage @ la Fausse ‘Tortue 
Fish 

Boiled Halibut and Dutch sance 

Entree’s 

Filet 4e Boeuf a la Francaise 
. Poulet a la Bonne Femme 
oints 
Roast Beef and Yorkshire Pu-tding 


Roast Lamb and Mint Sauce 
Roast Turkey and CranBerry Sauce 
Braised Cumberland Ham 
Game 
Partridge ani! Breas! Sauce 
Cold 
‘Tongue Comed Neef 
Vegetables 
Boiled and Mashed Potatoes 
Cauliflowers Green eas 
» Pastry 
Phun Pudding Brandy Sauce ] 
Uakewell Pu ling Mince Pois \ 
So1fs Foot Jelly (Trans Parent) Short Breat | 


lancemange 


Biscuits Cheese 


Dessert 
Grapes Apples Oranges Kaisins Filberta 


; es] 
' err ij 1:8 2 : | 
532 kb 463 kb 


(Left) Menu card for the December 1899 trip; and (Right) Major Bell on board a ship - 
perhaps the Parisian for the Dec. 25, 1899 dinner 


1900 


1900 — Jan. 9 — Ottawa Citizen — Major Bell in Ottawa 
“Major Bell, of the Bell Farm, is town staying at the Russell” 
1900 — Feb. 8 — Regina Leader, p. 1 — Major Bell back in Indian Head 


“INDIAN HEAD: Major Bell, formerly connected with the Bell farm here, renewed old 
acquaintances in town last week.” 
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1900 — Feb. 8 — Regina Leader, p. 8 — Bell back in Canada and in Regina 


“Major Bell, formerly owner of the Bell farm at Indian Head, and who has resided for some 
time past in England, has returned to Canada and was in Regina on Saturday last. The Major 


may again take up residence at Indian Head.” 
1900 — April 26 — Lethbridge News , p.8— Major Bell in Lethbridge visiting E.T. Galt. 


“Major Bell, of Indian Head, is a guest of Mr. E.T. Galt. While here he will visit the irrigation 


ditches and look over the country.” 
1900 — May 3 - Calgary Herald - Bell involved with North West Irrigation Company 


“Major Bell, the late manager of the well known mammoth farm at Indian Head, which is now 
divided into small holdings, has transferred the scene of his operations to Alberta. He has taken 
hold of an irrigated farm of 3000 acres on the big canal of the North West Irrigation company.” 


[Michelle’s Note: The Calgary Herald report is likely speculation - Major Bell was friendly with Elliott 
Torrance Galt (son of Sir A.T. Galt) of the North West Irrigation Co. and probably just visiting... 
perhaps with the next venture in mind!] 


1900 — May 9 — The Nor’West Farmer — Bell and Lord Roberts sail on same ship 


“The supplement issued with the Jan. 5"" issue of the Farmer is pronounced by Major Bell (of 
the Bell Farm) as being the best likeness he ever saw of Lord Roberts. He knows the 
Commander-in-Chief well and stood beside him when Lord Kitchener and he embarked.” 


1900 — May 11 — Manitoba Morning Free Press, p. 7 — Major Bell visits with E.T. Galt in Lethbridge. 
“LETHBRIDGE — Major Bell, of the Bell Farm, was in town last week, the guest of Mr. E.T. Galt.” 
1900 — July 19 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 5 — Osment to start brickmaking 


“LEBRET — Mr. A.J. Osment came out from Indian Head on Monday. Mr. Osment intends 
starting operations in his brickyard this week.” 


1900 — Aug. 22 — Nassau- Bahamas etc. — Major Bell and Mr. Kaufhold to Abaco to inspect forest 


“Major Bell of Canada who was a passenger by the Saratoga which arrived from New York on 
Monday sailed in the schooner Admiral yesterday afternoon to visit Abaco. We understand that 
his intention is to see the pine forests of that island with the view of ascertaining information 
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which, if satisfactory, may lead to the establishing of an important industry in the Colony. Major 
Bell is accompanied by Mr. A.J. Kaufhold.” 


1900 — Aug. 29 — Nassau- Bahamas etc. — Major Bell and associates to inspect forests on Andros Island 


“Major Bell and his party returned from Green Turtle Cay, Abaco, by the schooner Admiral on 


Sunday afternoon and again sailed yesterday morning for Andros to inspect the pine forests of 
that island.” 


1900 — Oct. 31 — Nassau- Bahamas etc. — Major Bell on board the SANTIAGO 


“On Monday in the steamship Santiago from New York, Miss Vernon, 
R. Bowie,..... and E.R. Bowling.” 


1900 — Nov 10. — Nassau-Bahamas etc. — Major Bell, from Marsh Harbour, on ALBERTINE ADOUE 


“This morning in the schooner Albertine Adoue from Green Turtle Cay, Abaco, Mrs Pinder, Miss 
Albury, Mr Sands and family; Marsh Harbour, Major Bell; Cherokee Sound, Messrs. John Bethel, 
Moses W. Sawyer and Percy E. Lowe.” 


1900 — Nov. 14 — Nassau-Bahamas etc. — Major Bell and R. Bowie on SARATOGA for New York-Canada 


“We understand that Major Bell has concluded an arrangement with the Government and that it 
is probable that the felling of timber at Abaco will commence at an early date. 


Major Bell sailed yesterday for Canada via New York on the s.s. Saratoga accompanied by Mr. R. 
Bowie.” 


1900 — Nov. 14 — Nassau-Bahamas etc. — Major Bell, Bowling and Bowie on SANTIAGO for New York 


“PASSENGER SAILED. On Sunday morning in the sch. Signal for the Bight, San, Salvador, Mr. C.J. 
Moore. 


Yesterday in the s.s. “Santiago” for New York, Major Bell, Mr. E.R. Bowling and Mr. R. Bowie.” 


1901 


1901 — Jan. 22 — Death of Queen Victoria 


1901 — Jan. 23 — Letter from C.F. Quincy, President of The Q & C Company, New York — Major Bell’s timber cutting rights 
at Abaco Island, Bahamas 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


EW EDMUNDS. Secotary 


W LINDLEY. Vice President & Counee 
- WH VAUGHAN Mocn Eng? 


WAGRIPPIN, Vice Fre: 


THE 
DUSTLESS 
ROADBED 
COMPAKY 


WESTERN 
Mm, AGENCY PENNA. 
) AND MARYLAND 
™ STEEL COMPANIES 


SPECIALTIES 


SPECIALTIES: 


gewe | ‘SDSPECIAL ——— 
iwouraurren | = PLATES MACHINERY? 


DUNWAM CAR O00R EoUIPMENT = 
GEC TROLLEY DOOR EQUIPMENT 
SECURITY CAR D00R. Ca. 
Bivanr Mera Samug maci 

iL SAI 
Paiesr SHOW RANGER. 
pnevuarie wooed 


GENERAL OFFICES 


Bedford Building BEC COMPOUND LEVER JACK. 
i L SPECIAL 
CHICAGO we! 


5 Vet Goth Jan. 23, 1901 


NEW YORK OFFI 
"pelsonaie GOT ConrLAMoT 
Major We Re Bell, 
Brockville, Ontario, 
Canada, 
Dear Sirs« 
I hereby acknowledge receipt of public document, described 
as follows: 
BAHAMA ISLANDS 
THE QUEEN vs, WILLIAM ROBERT BELL 
LICENSE TO CUT WOOD ON THE ISLAND OF ABACO, 

This being the original paper duly signed, simply to be 
held by us that we may show it to parties who in view of a possible 
interest in our proposed arrangement, mey wish to exemine the legal 
papers, it being understood that should our option be cancelled or 
expire, this paper is to be returned to yous 

Yours very truly, 
THE RAILR@AD ‘Y CO. 


C4 Soak OS <a.) 
Prest, / 
CFQ-S. \ 


1901 — Feb. 6 — Nassau Guardian, p. 2 — Nassau-Bahamas etc. — Major Bell and Bell Farm investor Jules Burwell visit 
Abaco 


“Just arrived — Major Bell who | need hardly say is welcome. He is accompanied by Mr. J.H. 
Burwell of Chicago, Ill. These gentlemen are visiting us in connection with the prospective 
Lumber Industry of Abaco. 


RUSTICUS, Cherokee Sound, Abaco” 


[Michelle’s Note : | noticed that Burwell accompanied Major Bell to the Bahamas but appears not to have 


invested in the Abaco lease.] 
1901 — Census — Major Bell, Catherine, and Nora living in Brockville, Ontario 
1901 — Move from Brockville to Winnipeg 


Major and Catherine Bell and family move from Brockville to Winnipeg, after the 1901 Census places 
them in Brockville. They buy and move into the Daniel McMillan House, at 147 Carlton Street, who 
moved to Government House after his appointment as Manitoba’s new Lieut. Governor. The Bell 
family owned the house until 1928. 
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Note: there is no entry for W.R. Bell in 1901 Henderson’s Directory for Winnipeg; 147 Carlton listed 
as VACANT (page numbers missing from book) 


1901 — April 11 — Regina Leader, p. 8 — John Matere, Bell Farm employee arrested 


“A man giving the name of John Matere, an employee on the Bell Farm, has been 
arrested at Indian Head by town constable Sample, who caught him in the act of stealing 
goods from Crawford’s store. A search of Matere’s premises revealed the fact that he 
had been engaged in the practice for some time, notwithstanding he had some $400 to his 
credit in the bank.” 


1901 — May 8 — Nelson Daily Miner, p. 1 — Major Bell acquires lease to Abaco Island, Bahamas. 


“IN FOR A FORTUNE. Belleville (sic)Man Secures Valuable Concession From British 
Government. (Special to the Miner) Winnipeg, May 7 — Major Bell, of Brockville (sic), Ont., 
and of Bell Farm Indian Head, N.W.T. celebrity, is reported by a gentleman from New York to 
have acquired a source of immense wealth in the Bahama islands. His fortune has come to 
him in the form of a long lease which he has been granted on very favourable terms by the 
British government of the whole of the island of Abaco, one of the largest of the Bahama 
group, for the purpose of cutting timber.” 


1901 — May 14 — Calgary Herald, p. 5 — Major Bell lumber project in Bahamas 


“Major Bell, of Indian Head fame, is said to have recently acquired an island in the Bahama 
group, which is thickly covered with timber, from the British government, on such terms as to 
practically mean the making of a large fortune. The gallant Major who was a general favourite 
throughout the west seems to have struck it right after a number of years of hard luck at wheat 
farming.” 


1901 — Aug. 7 — Nassau-Bahamas etc. — Major Bell arrives from New York on SANTIAGO for visit to Abaco 


“Major Bell was a passenger by the s.s. Santiago which arrived from New York on Monday. He 
will visit Abaco in connection with the timber business which we understand will be started there 
very soon.” 


1901 — Aug. 10 — Nassau-Bahamas etc. — Major Bell and Mr. Barry travel to Abaco 


“SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. The Am. steam tug “Biscayne,” Fazzard master, from Jacksonville, 
called here yesterday morning on her way to Abaco. Mr. Barry who is on her, will join Major 
Bell, he having sailed from Nassau on Wednesday afternoon last on business in connection with 
the proposed timber interest. She sailed for Abaco last night.” 


1901 — Aug. 21 — Nassau-Bahamas etc. — Major Bell sails on SANTIAGO to New York 


“PASSENGERS SAILED. Yesterday in the s.s. “Santiago” for New York Mr and Mrs E.H. Curry.... 
. Major Bell, ....Lewis Taylor.” 


1901 — Sept. 11 — Nassau-Bahamas etc. — Rusticus on Major Bell’s lumber business plans 
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“As for ourselves, we expect soon to be doing a humming business somewhere near Spencer’s 


Point. If our Major Bell succeeds in forming his lumber company, we will soon be hearing the 


sweet music of a buzz saw. 
Weather red hot and still heating. 


RUSTICUS Cherokee Sound, 31° August, 1901.” 


1902 


No entry for Major W.R. Bell in 1902 Henderson’s Winnipeg Directory 


1902 — Jan. 23 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 4— Major Bell returns from the east. 
“LATE LOCALS. Major Bell, of Indian Head, returned from the east to-day.” 


Map showing Brassey Lands in ca. 1902 (orange), within and outside the Bell Farm boundaries of 1886 (yellow) 
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1902 - Feb 13 - Manitoba Morning Free Press, p. 12 - Major Bell has arrived in Winnipeg after an absence of 6 years and 
has been living in the Bahamas 


“An old friend of Winnipeg, Major Bell formerly of Indian Head, arrived in the city yesterday 
after an absence of six years, and was warmly greeted. Major Bell is now a resident of the 
Bahama group of islands, owning two. He states he is another Robinson Crusoe, and is looking 
for a man Friday, but Friday must have capital to develop the richness of the soil. Major Bell is a 
guest at the Leland. ” 


1902 — Feb.20 — Regina Leader — p. 8 - Major Bell returns to Winnipeg - (“the city” refers to Winnipeg) 


“Major Bell formerly of Indian Head, arrived in the city yesterday after an absence of six years, and was warmly 
greeted. Major Bell is now a resident of the Bahama group of islands, owning two. He states he is another 
Robinson Crusoe, and is looking for a man Friday, but Friday must have capital to develop the richness of the 
soil. Major Bell is a guest at the Leland. — Free Press” 


1902 — May 28 - Winnipeg (Free Press ?) — reference to Major Bell’s financial dealings in Arcola 


“Thirty-five Years Ago — May 28, 1902 — Major Bell, former owner of the big Bell farm at 
Indian Head, was now a booster for the Arcola district, which he had visited recently 
with a party of American investors; he said there would be as much wheat grown there 
in the future as in the whole of Manitoba” 


1902 — June 5 — Regina Leader, p. 8 — Major Bell predicts large grain crops for North-West Territories 


“Major Bell, formerly owner of the Bell Farm, Indian Head, predicts that inside of five years 
there will be 100,000,000 bushels of wheat grown in the North-West Territories.” 


1902 — Oct. 25 — Manitoba Free Press , p. 17-20 — Report on Indian Head region, including the former Bell Farm and the 
Experimental Farm. 


As well there is a report on p. 19 that H.H. Campkin had acquired part of the Bell Farm lands and the Bell Farmhouse: 


“Mr. Campkin came to the town in 1884 from England. He is clerk of the town of Indian Head 
and also secretary of the board of trade. He does an extensive real estate, loan and insurance 
business, and is one of the busiest men in the Northwest Territories, being always besieged by 
clients — the results of judicious advertising in the Free Press. He has at the present time a large 
list of lands for sale at from $5 to $15 per acre, according to location, and the amount of 
improvements. Mr. Campkin has an established business reputation and those who may write 
to him for information may rely upon receiving trustworthy replies. In addition to the extensive 
business mentioned, Mr. Campkin farms in conjunction with his brother, a 1,000 acre farm, part 
of the famous Bell farm, with the buildings thereof. Three hundred acres of this farm were in 
crop this year. Wheat averaged 37 bushels to the acre. Mr. Campkin is treasurer of the 
diocesan synod of Qu’Appelle.” 
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1903 


Note: there is no entry for W.R. Bell in 1903 Henderson’s Directory for Winnipeg; p. 67: MacKenzie & Mann 
listed for 147 Carlton (MacKenzie & Mann were the chief officers of the Canadian Northern Railway Company — 
and probably not resident in Winnipeg, but possibly owned the house.) 


1903 — Canadian Forestry Assoc. Annual Report, p. 71 — Major Bell — strong wind anecdote 


Mr. Knechtel, talking about the need for the establishment of more shelterbelts: “I was at the 
hotel in Regina [several years ago]. Major Bell came down there one morning and he said to the 
hotel keeper: ‘Il have some new more land.” ‘Well’, the hotel keeper said, “I should think that a 
man with 4,000 acres had enough.” Major Bell said: ‘I could not help getting this land because 
there was a high wind last night and it blew the Experimental Farm over to my property.’ The 
hotel keeper said: ‘Are you going to keep it?’ ‘No,’ replied Major Bell; ‘the wind may change to- 
night and blow it all back.’ 


1903 — Jan. 14 — Nassau-Bahamas etc. — Update on Major Bell’s lumber business plans (same as Nassau 
Guardian, p. 2) 


“Abaco Pine is again to the front and we soon expect to see, or | ought to say hear, a Saw Mill of 
considerable capacity in full working order. Major Bell of Canada who is the promoter of this 
great enterprise, is now negotiating with some big lumbermen for the transfer of his lease on 
the Pine Forests of the Island. There are hundreds of millions of feet of good Pine timber 
awaiting capital wherewith to start the greatest industry that the Bahamas has ever had. In 
spite of topographical difficulties, in spite of opposition from the lumber interests of the South, 
this wood is bound to be used inside five years.” — signed by: RUSTICUS 


1903 — March 16 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 7 — Major Bell coming back to Winnipeg — note conflicting dates — did he 


1903 — April 3 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 3 — Major Bell buys the McMillan House for $9,700 
1903 - April 4 - Manitoba Free Press, p. 3 — Major Bell buys the McMillan House for $9,000 
1903 — April 14 — Nassau Guardian, p. 2 — Comment on Major Bell’s lumber business plans in the Bahamas 


“ISLAND ECHOES. According to your Contemporary, the screeching buzz-saw will soon be heard 
on Abaco. | predicted some time ago, that the timber of this Island would be utilized. What 
puzzles the natives is, that no son of the soil discovered this “bonanza,” until Major Bell arrived 
and scooped the “pot.” 


Perhaps there are very few persons in the Bahamas who have any idea of the magnitude of this 
enterprise. It has been conservatively calculated, that, there are 4000,000 acres of available 
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timber, averaging 50 trees of sizes to cut, which will yield an average of 100 feet of lumber per 
tree. This 400,000 x 50 x 100 = 2,000,000,000 feet, at say 2 cents per foot or $40,000,000 worth 
of lumber. Figures like “facts are stubborn things.” 


1903 — June 4 - Winnipeg Daily Tribune, p. 9 - Major Bell to Indian Head to inspect grain elevator under construction 


MORE ELEVATORS 


eee 
Major Bell to Erect a System in the 
Territories—To Sell to 
Farmers. 


Major Bell, formerly one of . the} <—— 
largest farmers in the west, left 
last evening for Indian Head. 
The Major has now un- 
der construction at that point 

* 

a ilarge wheat elevator, and 
on its completion will erect others 
at various points in the Territories. 
It is the intention to dispose of these 
elevators to the farmers of the dis- 
trict in which they are located, and 
when this is done there will be a 
complete system of farmers’ eleva- 
tors owned and controlled by the 
men who raise the grain. 

TLe elevators wili be of the most 
modern type and will be equal if not 
euperlor to those owned by the big 
companies. The dilficulties attend- 
ant on the operation at loading from 
flat warehouses will be done away 
with and the farmere will be In the 
best position to handle thei out- 
put. 


ST er 


88 kb 


1903 — July 2 — Regina Leader — p. 8 — Major Bell in Regina, sees Lieut. Gov. Forget and friends 


“Major Bell, of Bell Farm fame, was in Regina on Monday looking up the Lieutenant-Governor, 
Commissioner Perry and other friends of the old days, including Major Montgomery, who, 
notwithstanding his serious illness, was allowed to see his old comrade-in-arms.” 


[Franks’ Note: In 1884, Major Montgomery was the Registrar at Land Titles in Regina.] 
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1903 — Dec 5 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 6 - F.H. Jones building steel grain elevator for Major Bell at Indian Head 
“AN ELEVATOR BUILDER — Mr. F.H. Jones in the City — Erected Ten This Season. 


Mr. F.H. Jones, the elevator builder, is in the city and reports the N.W.T. in a prosperous condition. The 
elevators which Mr. Jones has built this year are as follows: Truesdell Elevator Co, at Pettapiece, Man. 35,000; 
Rocanville, N.W.T., 35,000; Welwyn, N.W.T. 35,000; McLaughlin & Ellis, Alexander, Man., 35,000; Beresford, 
Man., 35,000; Grenfell, N.W.T. 35,000; Indian Head, N.W.T. 33,000; L. Leadbetter, Rocanville, N.W.T. 30,000; 
Joseph Glenn, Indian Head, 33,000; and Joseph Glenn, Grand Coulee, N.W.T. 50,000. 


It is also known that Mr. Jones is completing the steel elevator for Major Bell at Indian Head. In speaking with a 
reporter of the Free Press yesterday afternoon Mr. Jones said the Bell elevator is an experiment as a building. 
There is no question as to its strength. Major Bell knew what he was doing when he designed that fireproof 
structure. Mr. Jones said the elevator would be ready to receive grain in about ten days. The C.P.R. have put 
in the spur from the main line. 


Mr. Jones has been all through the fireproof part of the elevator building, as he was connected with D.A. 
Robinson, under the construction of the Great Northern elevator at Buffalo, N.Y., which was fireproof 
throughout and as a matter of fact is the largest elevator in the world under one roof.” 


1904 


1904 — W.R. Bell — Bell Elevator Company, 42 Canada Life Block, 208 Portage Ave.; Home: 147 Carlton, 
Henderson’s Directory for Winnipeg, p. 95, 202, 283, 866. 
1904 — Feb. 9 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 5 — Major Bell to skip curling team with Assiniboine rink 


“145 RINKS ARE EXPECTED IN DRAW... THE CITY RINKS... Assiniboine [Club] ... .Major Bell 
will also skip a rink from this club....... e 


1904 — Feb. 10 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 6 — Major Bell curls with Assiniboine rink (FRANK: which Major Bell?) 


Bell Farm / Major = a edition 35 8 September 2024 


“ 
‘ 


‘NO, 
Inean Med, Toronto, | 
H. . Garduey W. Hywiop 
John Hunt J.D. Shivide 
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1904 — Feb. 11 - Winnipeg Tribune, p. 6 — Bell defeated by Williams in curling bonspiel (FRANK: which Major Bell?) 


[ae On, Summerset)... 
J E Hall, Rosthern,........ 3 ) Hall... a WedesO 
w sone, Carbsriy.. see, 18 5. «> eee oer BOE hist aee 
Ww Forbes, Napinka .. is fer “i Hope........18 J 
A M Kennedy, Thistie...... 6 
W H Rourke, Granite...... 7 Rourke ......9 
A McCrimmon, Reiny River Rourke........ 
G + Montes, Viiden.. “4 ' MeMillan .. 
VG Williems, University..14 
, Aseiniboine.... 4 Williams....14) 

atterson, Glonborols W 

w y Hempton, Dom. City... 4 Patterson ..11 


G F Bradley, Manitou...... 5 

W Macklem, Killarnuoy..... 11 ( Macklem....13 

J Q@ Harvey, Dauphin ...... il Maeklom...... 
FS Pringle, Medicine Hat. 10} Harvey...... 10 

KR Irwin, Beanmont......... 123 

K MeKay, Pilot Mound .... 5 { Irwin ........ 

WP Me Jongall Granite 105 Sparling .. ’ 


1904 — Feb. 13 — Winnipeg Tribune , p. 6 — Major Bell defaults to McCaskill for MacMillan Cup (FRANK: which Major 
Bell?) 
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M‘MILLAN CUP | 


Staples, Treherne, won by default 
from Peters, of Wawaneowsa. 
Major Bell, Assiniboia, defaulted to | 
| MeCaskill, of Gladstone, 


1904 — March 16 - Manitoba Free Press "Twenty Years Ago Today" (i.e. 1884): 


“McArthur, Boyle and Campbell, bankers, have purchased the bonds of Major Bell’s farm to the 
amount of $150,000.” 


1904 — July 23 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 14 — Major Bell among racing judges (FRANK: which Major 
Bell?) 


Racing Officials. 
Presiding judge—Francis Néison, 


Toronto. : 
Judge—Peter Payne, Brandon, Man. 
Judge—J. M. Baldwin, Killarney. 
Starting judge—F. E. Stone, Burling- 


Wis. 
“ak of the course—G. B, Tueson, 
Wihnlpeg. 


Ti —J. W. Harris, I. G. Walsh 
and 5 . 
Clerk of the scales—Fred. R. Hewitt. 


The Races. — 60 kb 


1904 — Aug. 31 — Regina Leader, p. 3—J. McD. Gordon goes to Ottawa in 1884 to talk about Bell Farm squatters — culled 
from 1884 issue of the Regina Leader: 


“Mr. J. McD. Gordon, Dominion Lands Agent at Calgary, formerly of Regina, has left this town 
on Sunday evening for Ottawa in connection with the settlement of the squatters matters on 
the Bell Farm, about which the arbitrators were here lately, as mentioned in our last issue. He 
expects to be detained only a day or two in Ottawa and is coming right back.” 


d Bruce - (When You Fall in Lo. , 


poe i Regina Leader-Post | Regina Pu' X PQ August 31, 1904 (Page 3 of 8) - 


CG @ O a) https://www.proquest.com/docview/2177100838/B9 90% 


fost Visited (C) From Internet Explorer 


. u Vi & 5 > 
brick, the latter being of excellent 
quality from Martin & Betteridge’s 
Kegina Brick Yards, near Pilot ; 


Butte. 

Mr. J. McD. Gordon, Dominion 
Lands Agent at Calgary, formerly of 
Regina, leit this town on Sunday, 
evening for Ottawa in connection 
with the settlement of the squatters 
matters on the Bell farm, about 
which the arbitrators were here late- 
ly, aS mentioned in our last issue. 

| Lie expects to be detained only a day 
jor two in Ottawa and is coming 
right back. 


ri teeta a ele Ca peso Aer 
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1905 


1905 — Major W.R. Bell: mgr., Bell Elevator Company listed in Henderson’s Directory for Winnipeg; Business: 
Rm 42-208 Portage, p. 1202 ; Home: 147 Carlton - p. 353, 354. 


1905 — April 24 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 9 — Little Miss Nora Bell entertains at her Carlton Street home 


Little Miss Nora Rell, eldest 
er of Mejor and and Mra, W, 

rR, , Carlton street, entertained 
a vumber of ber small friends on 
Saturday afternoon botweoen 4 and 
7 o'clock, the occason bo ne the cele 
braton of her s.xch birthita Ale | 
ler mauy gains the happy ehidvenu! 
fat down to a daintiiy wt eo 
table consplcucus on whch was a 
la rige birthday Cake, Mie Adalr, 
* Guilmette) and Miss Gardner | 
assisted Mrs. Bell in entertaining 
Little Mies Nora Boll wore a daimt 
frock of white enbrodery ov r pink 
wih ap wie, “THO gicsia were 


——— 


iihelmina Alrdy:May Alxins, Eisie 
id Lowe Molletadd, Doren Kav- 
amagh, Esther Gardner, Vioe. Digr, 
Margaret and Sarah Jukes, kee ca 
Voit, Julia MeKay, Alma Grele, IK- 
hi) Bell, Eva awd Monte Chishotns, 
~—Tolford James, Jack Bell, bkrank 

Loswill and Freddie bri o |, 
cobs ‘tam ons nine 191 kb 


1905 — May 19 - Winnipeg Tribune 


Report on a court case between Major Bell and a former Director of the Bell Farming Company: Ralph T. 
Rokeby: “Bell vs. Rokeby. 


This morning the appeal of R.T. Rokeby against the decision of Mr. Justice Richards, giving the 
plaintiff judgement and costs, in a suit for commission for the sale of the Rokeby farm, 
Headingly, was commenced before the full court. The plaintiff in the original action was Major 
Bell, and the defendant R.T. Rokeby, son of the Rev. Dr. Rokeby, owner of the Headingly farm. 
Major Bell claims to have sold the Rokeby farm for defendant, and put in a claim for 
commission. R.T. Rokeby denied liability, as he was acting only as agent for his father. At the 
time of the original action the counsel for the plaintiff asked leave to add the name of the father 
as co-defendant. This was granted by the judge. The father was added as co-defendant, but did 
not put in a defence, as he was outside the jurisdiction of the court. Mr. Justice Richards 
entered a verdict for the plaintiff. H.M. Howell this morning moved that this verdict be set aside 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
with costs. H.M. Howell, K.C., and T.G. Mathers for the appelaints [sic]. T.M. Daly, K.C. and Mr. 
McClure for defendants.” 


1905 — 24 May — Manitoba Free Press, p. 6 — Bell among list of Man. Rifle Assoc. officers 
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1887,.and ‘88 Capt. 5. L. Bedson, 


* Fem ‘ 


_teurneys would farnish a gart of rolk CAPT. HUGH JOHN MACDONALD, 
call of pioneers in rifle shooting and iu stacct SOSEM, 
pag LA ‘thatters. In- the money clams in | Preside FR. 
e: lwut.-wernot’s competition in 158%, in a pea a 
are the folfewitig osmew im order .of G. W. Kturray. 


» ‘ 


Major Cates. 

VW. Macdonald, 

G H. Wells. 

Private M. C. Clarke. 
Trooper ‘. P. Murray. 
Capt. Buchan. 
Private DD. Huston. 
Corp. Macklin 


Vie im 


=. . 
Private A. Gillles, 
| Private. Cc. N.« Mitchell, 

, Saunderson, B. RA. 
tooper W.-H. Caltm: 
P - fvate T. farrell, ‘ 
, geet Brute: 
. Hippie, BFA. 


| 18%, Comminslener J. Wrigier.. 


L/S. 


as 

Lieut. She)ton. 
wW. C. Raymond. 
Seret. Sutherland, 
W. D. Biachford, 
Corp. Kennon, 
Lt. Col. Caswell. 
Capt. Graburn, 
Capt. Wastie. 
Private A. Mcintyre. 
Private May. 


Private W. Clark. 


His Worstip Mayor McMicken. 
In 1887 in the same compeution the 


Sergt. W. H. Cullen. 
Private G. W. Murray. 


Sergt. D. McEwen. 
Lieut. A. MolIntyre, 
Major W. R. Bell. 
Sergt. Thos. Dade. 
Private Gnorge Baxter. 
Capt. Graburn, 

Lieut. R, C. Brown. 
Sergt. K, Graburn, 


hee 


a 


EB. A. Griffith. 

J. C. Warren. , 

Liet, Col. Houghton. D.A.G. 

Col. Serget. W. M, Huston, 

P. McGregor. 

| Tales of a Pioneer, 

h One of the pioneers of rifle shooting 
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1905 — Oct. 13 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 2 — Major and Mrs. Bell at Manitoba Hall event (FRANK: which Major Bell?) 


“M.A.P. — MOSTLY ABOUT PEOPLE IN SOCIETY...... The State ball given by Sir Daniel and 
Lady McMillan in honour of their excellencies Lord and Lady Grey in Manitoba Hall... . Major 
and Mrs. Bell...... “ (FRANK: Due to more than one Major Bell in Winnipeg, it is unclear as 


1906 


1906 — William R. Bell — retired — Henderson’s Directory for Winnipeg, p. 312; Home: 147 Carlton 


to which this reference is made.) 


1906 — Census — lists Bell Family at 147 Carlton: 
William R., Catherine, Nora, Elsie B., John A., William A. (see note for 1911 census discrepancies) 


1906 — 16 July — Montreal Gazette, p. 13 — Major & Mrs. Bell on Lake Manitoba from Liverpool to Canada 


he Gazette (Montreal, Quebec, Canada) - 16 Jul 1906. Mon - Page 13] 


1 of 3 matches « 


Father Point, Que, Jul 

|| Lake Manitoba, C.P.R. ite, from Liv- | 823 Cort 
erpool, inward at 9,10 am, List of 

saloon passengers follows: Mr, ‘vemp- | 
ter Allen, Mra. Allen, Mrs, Barton, | McKenale, 
Mrs Blair, Mrs. F. P. Brewin, Mrs, | Ver, Montreg 
¥. F, A. Burton, Mra. Carr, Miss EB. | Salled — 
A. Cosens, Mr. J, H. Harrison, Mrs, | John’s; Bory 
Harrison, Mr. C. J, L. Hertaberg, | Arrived, 
Miss A. Hortzberg, Mr. W. L. Jep- | ser, Char! 
sen, Mr, W. Leach, Mr. A. B. fet Montreal; 1 


Mr. G. N. O. Thomas, Mrs, Thomas, | Polino, Bold 


Major) W. Bell. Mre. Bell, Miss J. 
Brewin, Mr, Copland, Mr, A. H, Nel- INLA 
son, 


1907 


1907 — William R. Bell — retired — Henderson’s Directory for Winnipeg, p. 385; Home: 147 Carlton 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


1907 — Feb. 18 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 6 — Major Bell curling with Assiniboine rink — and Whyte Cup prize details (FRANK: 
which Major Bell?) 


Tinore point, that being In the tenth, 
while Russell scored one in the elmhth, 
three In the ninth two in the eleventh 
and one in the last, bringing the score 
fifteen to five in Russell's favor, 

Whyte Cup final— 
One Thistle— 

itor Bell T. Partridge, 

| . de C. O'Grady, H. Smatt, 

Geo. Galt, Geo. Black, 

| M, Aldous, D. Sinclaty, 

k Skip... .. <.18 UTD RAMs | 
Aldous, oe ee oe + 082302100002-—13 
Sinclair es ee eee 800020017 220—11 

p Dihgwall semi-final— 

fi] Thistle— Thistle— 

F. Barnes, B. McKay, 

bi W. Finlay, N. Ford, 
ih, MeKittrick J. MeKay, 

Fi i A, Russell, J, C. Kress, 

SI | oso LO Skip... .. .- & 
Russell... ...6 6 . + 6022130018021 —15 
Kross...) ses. +. » 100002100100— 6 75 kb 


And — Whyte Cup prize details 


WHYTE CUP. 

Whyte cun value $60; four gold 
lockets, value $50--M, Aldous rink, As- 
siniboine, 

our silver-mounted = flasks, value 


$25—N. Sinelsir rink, Thistle 36 kb 


1907 — June 27 — Winnipeg Tribune — notice relating to Mrs. Catherine Bell’s social activities 


——@-—— 

Mrs. W. R. Bell entertained infor- 
mally at “an afternoon tea” yesterday 
in honor of Mrs. MacKelrey, of Re- 
gina. Mrs. Weiss and Mrs. Dagg, pre- 
sided over the pretty tea table de- 
corated with brilliant red carnations. 
Mies Gepfner and Miss Guiilmette 
looked after the guests. The guests 
included Mrs. Champion, Mrs. Guil- 
mette, Mrs. Gardner, Mrs. Dagg, Mrs. 
Coneurn, Mrs. Champion, Mrs. Eng- 
land, Mrs. A. Macdonald, Mrs. Pat- 
terson, Mrs. Locke, Mrs. Chambre, 
Mrs. (Capt.» Kitchen, Mrs. Aird, Mrs. 
J. Walker, Mrs. Warner, Mrs. W. W. 
MeMillan, Mrs. Chisholm, Miss Tilt, 
Mrs. Patterson, Mrs... Devine, Mrs. 
Manning. Mrs. Carmichael, Mrs. Long, 
Mrs. Monkinan, Mrs, Colquhoun, Mrs. 
Baker, Mrs. Vivian, Mrs. Jones, Mrs. 
Farrell, Mrs. Bawlf, Dr. Mary Craw- 
ford, Mies Crawford, Mrs. E. A. James, | 196 kb 


Mrs, Bawlf, Mrs. MeKay, Mrs. MeWil- 
liams and others, 
Sores = 21 kb 


1907 — July 2 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 8 - Comment on reasons for the Bell Farm failure 
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“COMMENT ON CURRENT EVENTS..... Of the contending elements in the Northwest, it 
seems likely that the American will prevail. The American is familiar, not only with the mode 
of farming and the machine, but with the climate and the life. The Englishman is not used to 
solitude any more than to forty below zero. He has lived ina village. Had large farms 
succeeded in the Northwest, he might have gone on the staff and had company as well as 
guidance. But the experiment of the great Bell farm failed, apparently because the expense of 
keeping the staff during the winter was too great. - A BYSTANDER.” 


1907 — 17 Aug.- Manitoba Free Press, p. 38 — Major Bell won the Governor General’s Bronze medal in 1891 
1907 — Oct. 3 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 10 — 20 Years Ago = 1887 


“Major Bell, of Indian Head, is in the city.” — [FRANK - this was written in 1887] 


1908 


1908 — William R. Bell — Henderson’s Directory for Winnipeg, p. 400; Home: 147 Carlton 


1909 


Note: there is no 1909 Henderson Directory for Winnipeg available 
1909 — May 25 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 2— Mrs. W.R. Bell will not receive for rest of season 


“Mirs. W.R. Bell, 147 Carlton street, Mrs. Pearson, 377 St. Mary’s avenue, and Mrs. L.C. 
Macintyre, 547 Broadway, will not receive again this season.” 


ALSO, this reference to Major Bell at the Manitoba Club Rifle Association event: 
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—_—o—— 
Much credit Is due to Staiok. amt 
for the arrangements so carefully 


f 
planned for the comfort and accommo- | * 
dation of the many who attended the Hl 

4 


fourth annual event of the Manitohn 
Club Rifle association, Upon the arri- |‘ 
val of the cara at Sturgeon Creek, the |! 
guests repalred to the varlous mar- ‘ 
quees, Wien a very tempting luncheon 

was partaken of. The Ninetleth band | 4 
was in attentance, Among these in at- |‘ 
tendance were noticed: Mr. and Mrs, | * 
T. A. Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. W, F, [4 
Alloway, Major and Mrs. . Mr. and |! 
Mrs. Robt. Campbell, Mr. and = Mra. | 4 
Christio, Mr. and Mra, Chatnplon, Miss 
Champlon, Mr, and Mrs. Chaffey, Mr, 
and Mrs, Carruthers, Mr, and Mrs. H, 
A. K, Drury, Mr. and Mrs, Wm, Fisher, 
Capt and Mr, Gautier, Mr. and Mrs. 
Galt, Mr. and Mrs, Kirby, Capt. and 
Mrs. Ketcheg, Mr. Justion and Mrs. 
Mathers, Mijor and Mr Macdonnell 
Mr. and Mrs, ©. &. Riebardson, Mr 
and Mrs. R, A. Rogers, Mr. and Mrs, F. 
J. Sharpe, Mr. and Mrs. J, C. Waugh, 
Mr, and Mra, Walker, Mr. and Mrs. 
Patton, Mr. and Mrs. 8S. BP. Clark, Capt. 
}/and Mrs. Carruthers, Mr. nds Mrs, 
>| Kohl, Mr. and Mra, N. R. Bell Mr. and 
| | Mrs. Haslett, Mrs. Langford, Mr. and 
| | Mrs. Peters, Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Me- 112 kb 
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1909 -June 11 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 8 — Major and Mrs. Bell guests at Government House, Winnipeg 


“Government House was the scene yesterday afternoon of a very bright reception, 
when Lady McMillan received her many guests, wearing a handsome gown of black 
satin and lace. Miss Richards, Mrs. Cameron, Mrs. Robert Royce, Mrs. Alloway and 
Mrs. Mrs. Hegan assisted. 


Following is a list of those who registered. .... Major and Mrs. W.R. Bell, . 


1909 — Aug. 28 — Calling Card # 11 —to Major and Mrs. Bell from the Officer Commanding and Officers, Strathcona’s 


Horse Royal Canadians, at the Gymkhana, at the Horse Show Amphitheatre — (Source: the Bell Family Collection at the 
Provincial Archives of Saskatchewan.) 
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She Officer Com manding and Officers 
- adorn S Horse Royal Canadia res 
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@ loite held: al be Hane hous eZ mnphilhealve 


SF : 
ere Saturday, lhe lwenty-eghlh of ug ust 
ptr eleen Aundnedrand: none 
commenctng tat ght Mhirly oe ‘clocks 


Hleasepuesent shit card at South door 


676 kb 


1909 — Oct. 9 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 3 — Major and Mrs. Bell at a “Most Brilliant Social 
Function” — a grand ball at Government House. They were listed among the “B” category of 
guests, which were grouped alphabetically over several pages in the newspaper. 


1910 


1910 — Bell, W.R. & Co Ltd. (mgr. Financial Agents), Henderson’s Directory for Winnipeg, p. 293 & 459; 
354 Main Street, 21-22 Empress Block, Second floor; H: 147 Carlton 

1910 — May 6 — Death of King Edward VII 

1910 — June 3 — Edmonton Bulletin, p.3. — Major Bell staying at the King Edward Hotel 


1910 — June 8 — Edmonton Capital — Bell invests in Cardiff Mine 
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CARDIFF MINE 
CHANGES HANDS 


Purchasers Are Acting for Mr. 
Rod Mackenzie, Son of Wil- 
liam Mackenzie 


Mr. Rod Mackenzie, son of William 


Mackenzie of Mackenzic & Mann, ‘has 
secured the Cardiff coal company, op- 
erating at Morinville. The price paid 
is $300,000. The deal was concluded 
through Mr. Mackenzie's agem, Mr. 
John Anderson, of the Winnipeg law 
firm of O'Brady & Anderson, and 
Major Bell, also of Winnipeg. These 
two gemti¢dmen have been in the city 
for the past week engineering the 
deal for their principal. 

The terms of the purchase call jor a 
payment of $100,000 an cash and che 
balance in mortgage bonds at 6 per 
cent. semi annually and O'Drady & 


bonds in the Old Country. According 
to the agreement $10,000 of the pur- 
chase price has been deposited with 
ocal solicitors. The capital of the new 
concern is to be $750,000. 


8 September 2024 


Anderson have undertaken to float the 


| The propeny of the Cardiff ‘coal 
company comprises 500 acres and the 
mines thave a capacity of 1,000 tons 
daily, although the output in the bus- 
jest Keason is only Goo tons. The 
[aes have the distinction of being 
jthe only ones which are enabled +0 
load nine cars at one time, There are 
three seams on the property and the 
one which is being worked at present 
lis from 14 to 22 feet in width, while 
ighe others are somewhat 9 smaller. 
ranging at about eight and seven feet. 
Shere are three shafts, only one vf 
i which has been worked ‘to capacity. 
The sharcholders af the late com- 
‘pany were: J. H. Pickard, J. H. Mor- 
ris: FE. Av James, Charles Carey, Geo. 
Swaisland, S. Larue. L. Savoir, Gea 
Ray, R. Secord P. Ei. Lessard. Bh. F. 
jloeris hesides several, Detroit capi- 


: Snot 
T. WH. Baton will likely be manager. 
jor the new company. 


144 kb 


114 kb 


1910 — June 11 — The District Ledger, Fernie, British Columbia 


Reference to Major Bell’s involvement with coal mining at the Cardiff / Morinville area, about 15-20 
miles north of Edmonton, Alberta. 
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Sy THE DISTRICT LEDGER, —— 


i MINING 
DEAL ON 


sa is Abt on 
Pass Into Hands 7 
-Syiate 


“(Edmonton Bulletin) 


One ‘of the biggest coal. mine deals 
jevery: put through in this end of the 


Lprovinee, a deal which involves the* 
transfer’ toa syndicate: of Winkiper | 


capitalists of the big.C Ciirdiff: mines at 
-Mor inville, ata figure said to be some- 
thing over’ $300,000; is ‘pending in the | 
elty today, and’ should be ‘completed 
by this» ev ening. if plans: of the repre-} 
sentatiy es of the syndicate who Teach- 
ed the clty. ‘this snorning do not mis- 
carry: ; st * 

~ Just” who the, Wintiipes capitalists 
‘are. that “will take’ over the mines is 
not known but it ‘tg understood that, 
the ‘syndicate includes some. of: ‘the 
wv ealthiest, men of the prairie’ city, 
Two of ‘thie syndicate, J. “A. Ander- | 
ison and G. .H. Eaton’ of Wiinipes, with 
their representative, Major Wis Bell, 
of Winnipeg, the: guests: at the’ King | 

edwards today, having come in over 
the C.N, Ri from the. east this morn- 
ling, . He.will visit, the mines this »af- 


little about, their Business, in the city. 
it is understood that they*are, here to 


8 September 2024 


| close ‘the deal, and. that Major Bell, 


|| by a syndicate ‘of Edmonton men,  in-| 


| 
‘ternoon: Although they: are. a 


282 kb 


“Here to Complete the Cardiff Deal — 


260 kb 


who'is conducting the sale, is prepared 
to make the first payment on the pro- 
perty before hé‘leayes the city.’ 

* The Cardiff mines; which are sit- 
tiated’ ona spur of: the Canadian Nor- 
thern ‘Railway, three miles outside of 
Morinville, ; are’ ‘the. biggest mines of || 
the ‘Edmonton ‘district, and from. three 
$o_six-thousand -tons_of coal_per.day. H 
can be turned out’ of. these mines, The 
mines were opened three of. four: years 
ago, and, ‘until: now have been owned 


cluding J. H. Morris and other promin- 
ent business men, 3) 7), 

The mines supply the’ bulk. of the 
coal used by the C; 'N,’R; for.the lines 
north and’ west of Edmonton, and.for 
a portion of the run on the main line. 


}| A,great decl of the output of the mine 
{salso. shipped to towns down the 


main line of the 6, N. Rt is un- 
| derstood: that ‘tho new, syndicate will 
make extensive additions to the plant 
at ithe mines.’ * 
ner - 


306 kb 


1910 — Oct 4 — Edmonton Capital, p. 2 — Bell in Edmonton to complete Cardiff Mine deal 


For the purpose of continuing negotiations for the 


taking over of the Cardiff Coal Company’s mines at Morinville, by the Cardiff Collieries 


Ltd. of Winnipeg, the Hon T. Mayne Daly and Major W.R. Bell of the latter company are 


in the city. 


When seen by The Capital this morning Major Bell would not make any statement for 


publication, explaining that when he was here last statements were made in a local 


contemporary which were credited to him and nearly cost him thousands of dollars. 


When the deal was completed, however, he would give full particulars. 


1911 


1911 -—Jan9- Winnipeg Tribune p. 2 - Major and Catherine Bell go to England or southern USA, etc. (?) 
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"Major and Mrs. W.R. Bell leave shortly for an extended trip abroad" 


1911 — Bell, W.R. & Co Ltd. (mgr. Financial Agents) - Henderson’s Directory for Winnipeg, p. 207, 290, 445, 1606; 
354 Main Street, 22-23 Empress Block, Second floor ; Home: 147 Carlton 

1911 — W.R. Bell & Co. Ltd, financial brokers — Winnipeg Telephone Book, 1911 
“W.R. Bell & Co. Ltd, financial brokers, 354 Main Street - Phone number "Main 9160" 


1911 - Census - lists Bell family at 147 Carlton: 


William R., Catherine, Nora, Elsie, John, William (check names and birthdates of children from 1906 and 1911 
Census records — seem to conflict) 


1911 — Jan. 24 — Edmonton Bulletin, p. 2— Death of A.J. Osment — and role in building the Bell Farm 


“INDIAN HEAD PIONEER DEAD. A.J. Osment Who Came West for Major Bell Passes Away. 
Indian Head, Sask. Jan. 22 — A.J. Osment, a resident of Indian Head since 1882, died at his 
residence here last night. Mr. Osment was brought West under contract by Major Bell in 1882 
from Brockville, Ont., to build the cottages on the extensive Bell farm. Completing the contract, 
he opened a general store. He built many of the chief buildings and business blocks in Indian 
Head, including the Imperial Hotel and Opera House block. Mr. Osment was for many years a 
member of the rural council and was chairman of the municipality. He leaves a wife and four 
children.” 


1911 — Jan. 26 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 9 — Major Bell invests in Cardiff coal mine near Edmonton 


GREAT COAL DEAL. 


/ —_—__—— 
Cardiff Coal Co. Selis Out to Cardiff 
Collieries Co. for $820,000. 


The Cardiff Coal company, limited, 
has sold its holdings in Alberta to a 
company of Winnipeg and Montreal 
Capitalists, the price pald for the 
properties being $820,000. 


The sale was made a few days ago 
by financial broker, 
and £0 ons were in progress for 


Several months. The new company te 
called the Cardiff Collteries, J. W. dec, 
O'Grady, or Winnipeg, being president. 
I'he other officers of the company are 
Andrew Kelly, vice-president, J. W. 
Gage, Hon. T, yue Daly, D. C. Cam- 
eron, W. H. . HW. HB. Chown, W. 
Russell, of Winnipeg, and H. J. Alli- 
son, of Montreal. The head offices of 


the new company will be in Winnipeg, 
Major Hell and J, W. deC, O'Grady 
ar out of the city today, and no 


further information could be received 
from the offices of either. 


—————————— 
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1911 — Jan. 26 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 1 — Cardiff Coal Company sold to Major Bell & associates 


COAL COMPANY IS 
SOLD FOR $820,000 


Winnipeg and Montreal Capitalists Purchase the Mine of 
cain deal Oo , Ltd. 


Rumore have a in circulation for sorne weeks paat to the effect 
that the Cacdi Caak canines: limited, had sold its holdings in Alberta, 
but it was difficult to obtain reliable information until yesterday, owing 
to the reticence of Major W. R, Bell, financial broker, who negotiated 


the transaction. 

The Free Press is now in a position to state with authority that 

the properties formerly owned by the pany, limited, have 
id to an entirely new company, operating under the name of the 
Collieries, limited, for the sum of $320,000, 

Tue shareholders wf the new company are well-known Winnipes and 
Montreal capitalists, and the fact that Canadian capital has #0 largely 
interested itseif in western coal fields, is a strong indication of the atten- 
tion being paid to the opportunities sfforded in the rapidly growing 
western . 
he cardiff Collieries, limited, is fully organized, with head offices 
at Winnipeg; the mine is well equipped with up-to-date machinery, and 
in now @ large shipper in a rapidly-growing market. The following 
gentlemen constitute the board of directors: J. W, deG. O'Grady, presi- 
dent; Andrew Kelly, vice-president; J. C. Gage, Hon, T. Mayne Daly, 
D. C. Cameron, W. Seat H. H. Chown, W. Russell, of Winnipeg: MH. J. 
Allison, Montreal. 
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1911 — March — Empress of Britain — Passenger List 
Bell family arrive at Saint John, N.B. : W.R., Catherine and Nora 
1911 — July 15 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 3 — Anecdote about two men named Major Bell in Winnipeg 


“TEN YEARS HENCE - The public will more or less regret to hear that poor old Major Bell (not 
the Bell farm expert but the other duffer) got on the nerves of his comrades to such an extent 
with his stories, anecdotes, etc., that a committee was appointed last Thursday at midnight to 
quietly chloroform the old Shriner and the experts did their work with such neatness and 
dispatch as called forth the warmest ecomiums [sic] from all classes. It is now sincerely hoped 
that the public will sail along in calm, smooth waters undisturbed by noisy story tellers. A 
movement is on foot to start “a little list” of chloroform eleigibles. [sic]” 


1911- late November — early December — Major and Catherine Bell sail from Montreal to Liverpool, England on the Allan 
Line steam ship: the R.M.S. Corsican, as noted below, from C. John Sparling: 
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Using my own judgment, I finally decided to travel 
east. Therefore I again booked passage from Montreal 
to Liverpool on the R. M. 8. Corsiean—Allan Line. 

Our saloon list of passengers was small but select. Soa 
pleasant voyage was experienced across the Atlantic. 

Captain Cook proved himself a good musician, as well 
as an able seaman. Daily he gave us a few songs, being 
his own piano accompanist, in the music saloon. Thus 
the first cabin passengers were generous in their praise of 
the courteous commander. We all liked him. 

On this voyage I had the pleasure of meeting a dis- 
tinguished empire builder from the the Canadian North- 
west, in the person of Major W. R. Bell. Of him and the 
“Bell Farm” I had heard more than twenty years before. 
Speaking with the major about his early farming ex- 
periences in the west he told me that as early as 1882, 
his farm near Indian Head consisted of 62,200 acres. 
But the enterprising major was too previous in that frost- 
fought country, and the “Bell Farm” “busted” up. 
Major Bell is now a Winnipegger, and is still doing a tend 
business. He is also both a pleasant and interesting 
gentleman, and I enjoyed his friendship much. 

Landing at Liverpool early in December, I was giver 
an opportunity of making a few drop-in-and-drop-out 
calls upon friends in England and Ireland before sailing 
for Australia, December 14th. 


Source: The Irish- Canuck-Yankee "distinguished empire builder from the Canadian Northwest", p. 368, 
by C. John Sparling. https://archive.org/stream/irishcanuckyankeOOspar#page/368/mode/2u 


1912 


1912 — Bell, W.R. & Co Ltd. (mgr. Financial Agents) — Henderson’s Directory for Winnipeg, p. 340, 426, 612 


354 Main Street, 22-23 Empress Block, Second floor ; Home: 147 Carlton 


1912 — June 18 — Major Bell obtains Canadian patent for a metal grain bin 
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1912 — June 19 — Department of Militia and Defence: Fenian Raids pension records — 1867-1915, C-15721. — 
Major Bell eligible for a one time $100 pension grant. 


[Frank: In 1912 Major Bell applied for the one time $100 pension grant that he earned 
during the 1866 and 1870 Fenian Raids. This was approved and sent to him on March 
4, 1913 — less than three weeks after he died in Winnipeg on Feb. 17, 1913. As his 
finances were somewhat strained at that time, I’m sure his widow appreciated receipt of 
the funds - which would have been worth about $3,000 in today’s dollar value. (For 
details on his Fenian Raids medal, see 1866.)] 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
Source: https://heritage.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.lac_ reel c15721/1557 


1912 — June 21 — Winnipeg Tribune, p.9 - Bell family off to the Beach 


“Major W.R. Bell and family left last evening to take up residence at Winnipeg Beach for 
the summer months.” 


1912 —September 5 - Winnipeg Tribune , p.__ Manitoba Club Rifle Association presented Major Bell with a 
silver Loving Cup for long service recognition 


LOVING CUP PRESENTED | 
Major Bell is Honored by Gift From) 
Manitoba Club Mombers. 


Members of Manitoba clug the ether | 
afternoon presented to Major 
Beli a loving cup as a token of the ap- | 
Preciation they have of his suggestion | 
that the club Inangurate its rifle and | 
the annual meets. The presentation 
Was made by Dr. Chown, who pointed | 
out the enjoyment and profit «lj had | 
Gerived from their activities in the as- 

. Roclation during the seven vears of its 
existence, The following legend ts 
imprinted on the cup: 

“Presented to Major W. TY Bell by 
one Manitoba Club Rifle association in | 
af ectionate recognition of his ser-. 
vices.” 


238 kb 


1912 — Sept. 5 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 6— Major Bell awarded a Loving Cup 
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jit Wey Peer fr Se Ue 


LOVING CUP FOR MAJOR W. R. 
BELL, FOUNDER MANITOBA 
CLUB RIFLE ASSOCIATION 


tiny of the services 
of , who orighuited the 
idea of a Manitoba Club Rille assoujn- 
[ ;tion, Was made Tuesday afternoon, whel 
| the members al that. organization pre- 
sented him with eatutiful eterling silver 


[roving cup as 4 testimony of their an- 


preclution. The presentation wis made 
by Dr. Chown In the presence of Jargu 
nunrbers of the most prominent mein- 
bers, - 
br. Chown stated that the assotia Lion 
had been formed seven years, ¢ ’ 
ares of the untlring efforts of 
and (hat since its organization the 
association had no better or more en- 
thusiaslic friend thin the offtiuer gr 
responsllle for its initiation. 
replica In hapmy terms, dwelling 
largely in reminiscences. 
The cup hears ips, fonewing legene: 
“Presented ta ; by 
the Manitebu Club Ptifle association in 
affectionate resznition of his services,” 


1913 — Bell, W.R. “fin agt” (financial agent), Henderson’s Directory for Winnipeg, p. 445, 726; 


1913 


home: 147 Carlton. 


1913 — Jan. 24 — Calling Card # 3 — to Mrs. W.R. Bell from Mrs. W.O. Fowler & Miss Fowler — the last fully dated card in 


the Bell Family Collection at the Provincial Archives of Saskatchewan. 


8 September 2024 
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1913 - Feb. 17 - The Winnipeg Tribune - Death of Major Bell — check for details 


The newspaper records that Major Bell “had been giving his attention to the Cardiff coal mines at 
Edmonton” at the time of his death. 
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Cardiff Coal Mine, c. 1910 — Alberta Archives: A15478. 


1913 — Feb. 17 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 1 - Major Bell dies in Winnipeg — Monday morning 
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Western Canada Passes Away ose gg mall children. tls” frat 
| Unexpectedly After Illness of | wits was ‘nrockevilie of James ay 


hi married Miss Urmiston, of 
| Londen, Knetand 


Six Months 
Well Known, Well Liked 


‘ ‘ tam Raher *} ' (ine eof the beet known men in Wee 
1 r W im Robert Bel! died dl ltern Canadse. Mator Hetl'a death witl 
i gz at 6.50 at his home at “4 . . blank in the cirele of the pior 
‘ leton street after an iliness ex-| em of the country that will be bard 
g over some six months Al- | tes lie Oiled te the life the dual 
he had been under medical iref) of soldier and alert and prosres- 
or that period, death came un sit tosewtt : mah, thatertal from 
i] Indeed, it was entirely hieh « sprun@ the Vitalizing ener- | 
' pated b some of his closest, w f th e 
and it Was with the greatest) Prominent in business, soclal ana! 
se they heard the sad news, It/ militar life, during hit realdence in 
a shock to the business commu Winnipes, fhe did net take an active 
nity for no one was better known in fart in elther polities « municipal 
ie olty than the gentlunan whose affairs on | 
\fe and career had been-so typical of tut.” to quote the tribute of HL T 
the progressive spirit that has devel ‘‘hamnion, ome of hie many pereone | 
oped and is developing Western Cana riemde we whe intensely liked A 
! ) of indomitable cournge, pluck anid 
i energe he wae able to poll bimeef 


Yo arrangements have been made 


¢ I | throt % where othera would have fa 
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Miss resides at Brockville, | pyrene PY ee Bh Mt nae ge ndicates th 
‘eo at press o bee 4 gives « bird's ow « 
iver oe: Oe eee eee he «character of the man Winnipeg 
Military Service } ees s - 
{ajor Bell, who was born at Brock- | Oidtimer's Tribute 
il some seventy years ago, spent I tt ne orivet ithner r 
the earlier years of his life in the hieto ‘ the Weet did more to dras 
estern United States, but returned attention to the mam it ‘ wrhalbd 
Canada at the outbreak of the first l ities of the coat thar the bate 
Frenlan trouble to serve in the defence i Major fk aid an obd-tinmer tlie 
his country He saw service with | merning 
the 4lst Megiment, retiring with the [ per . - rae tthe farivert 
t k of major In 1878 He obtained tell far t+ rn Head about 
med fk the Fenlan raids in 1866] niy-tive years ago, The Weert wue 
| , on well as the general ser- rer " iis " iw interme The 
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on ritle competition, ,) fern it whe teet of wholesale 
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farm of 1600 had a world-wide repu- | Club pen in London i ° 
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Lax the courage behind it| His Largness of Visien 
the scientific character of the ex- | London, Meb, 17, (C.A.P.)—Barl Grey . 
j ment merited It was simply as al| spoke eloquently today at the Cana- i ever, | Bell fan was 8h 
r eman speaking of it today put it,| dlan Club lunch given in honor of : tier f the mabur® reenees 
because he Ww ihead of the time. It} Hon. HM. J. Allen, New Zealand minis | aé eee M 
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1913 — Feb. 17 — Medicine Hat News, p. 1— Death of Major Bell — includes Monte Carlo reference — many factual errors 
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|WAJOR BELL, NOTED 
AGRIGOLTURIST ANI 


PONEER DIED TO-DAY 


Founder of Famous Bell 
Farms and Transport Of- 
ficer in Rebellion of 1585. 


17.—Major 


acriculturist 


i. ee ow 


Winnipeg. Man. Feb. 


7 

FIW. R. Bell, rifleman, 

‘land transport offjcer, died at three 
‘lo'clock this morning. Though very 
Plactive and apparently quite hale and 
Yistrong, he was actually suffering 
“Ifrom a fatal tliness for over a year, 
Pithe funeral, it is expected. will take 
Bi place Thursday, which will enable 
" Pacific coast retatives to be present. 
+} Major Bell was one of the best known 
-lcharacters in the west, having started 
t}in the early eighties farming on an 


-|Appelle, Balgonle. Long Lake and 
other central Saskatchewan points. 
Altogether this enterprise in the pio- 

tineer day of the Canadian Pacific 

t lrallway embraced some fifty thousand 

+ lacres of which most was bought for 

‘in dollar an acre from the railways 

k jand the Hudson Bay Company and lit- 


‘laxtensive scale at Indian Head, Qu'|) 


8 September 2024 


ee 


[|was a noted 


tle of which is worth now less than 
forty dollars an acre. Included was 
the site of the present thriving town 
of Indjan Head. Remarkable, how- 
ever, as was the prescience Major 


|| Rell exhibited In this project he was 
| |not fited by training or babit of mind 


to bring it to a successful conclusion. 

The farms were mage, the dumping 
ground for young Englishmen long 
in dirth but short in agricultural 
knowledge and the extravagent and 
hap hazard scale on which they 
were worked, foredoomed fallure. so 
that jt was not long before the ent- 
erprize went to pieces. 


The great tracts of land were sub- |) 


divided among smal) holders. He 
trép shot and in his 
paimy days a well-known figure in 
Monte Carlo, where he spent his 
winters. 

In the rebellion of 1885 he had 
charge of the transport under Sir 
Frederick Middleton and at the close 
of the rebellion was highly compli- 
mented by Sir Freedrick In person 
for the splendid way in which he had 
carried through his duties. He had & 


lilfe long interest in all matters per- 


taining to the service and needless 
to say was a staunch Imperialist, 


Part1 107kb 


Part2 104 kb 


1913 — Feb. 18 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 1 — Announcement of Major Bell’s Death 


“WORLD NEWS SUMMARY — Major W.R. Bell, prominent military man, and agriculturalist, dead. Page 5.” 


1913 — Feb. 18 - Manitoba Free Press, p. 5— Major W.R. Bell Called By Death — get better copy of parts 1 to 4 
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bedi, With two olasps. é 
thovgsn his life Major Bell was | 
. interested in all forms of ama- | 4 
mrt, His fame as a rifle shot 
world-wide. tle Was a membe* 
art Wimbledon team, and went 
diy to Bisley, where his record 
finowe, Iie was much intez- 
in lacrosSe ia the early days in 
2nd wiS an active player 
a2 best exp mentr of the Can- 
mitivpal game. 
moat important work of Major 
wiive Hfe was in connection 
mee large farm. which he oper- 
Mi indian El¢ead, With this ena- 
ze was identified from 1882 
Sinve ihe latter date, he had 


—_—_— Mei NOrk on numerous enterprises 

= wen Canvsda, making his horne 

wilitary Maz and Agri- chy. Fle was closely identi- 
ent a “the iuginess of the Hdmon- 
,-Was Chief of Trans- Bil company, of which he was ¢ 

i wwexholder, fe maintained an 
in Rebeliion. mn ihe city until the beginning 
port RiMiner, when he packed +: his 
= Ban) removed to Winunipes 


Seite he spent two months. 
“med in Ausust, and remairne:? 
aRccty. in retirement, until death 
sal lls second marriage was 
evi in Englund shorily after 
» the cuurrol of the Indian 
(heen Ills second wite was Miss 
Orbuaten. to whom te was 
-S Macch, 1896. There wera 
eéten. tWo sons and two daugh- 
Ex whor, with his widow, sur- | 
deceased, The family res 
| 

‘tied, | 


residence, corner of York ave- 
es Carlitos street at 3 3.m 
ul gpoagn very active and 
git auste hale and strong, he 


gst suffering from a fatal 
» 


= 


over & year and his friendy 


emt succumb as hs did, 


ay - 


e 2 “innipor has for many years 
"the corner of York ana Carl- 


“Transport Officer in 1885. 
ti redellion of 1885 he hac 
t “the transport under Sir 
eck Middleton and at the close 
z tbeliion was. highly cornpli- 
by Sir Frederick in person for 
a did waviu which he had car- 
“touch his duties. He was the 
e0r and first commanding mo 
* Man.toba Club Rifle associ 
‘hich bas been a great atocuan. 
& Welong interes: in all mar- 
raining ta the service and, 
“S (6 Say, tas i staunch imper- 


gats of His Life, 

was the sou of Lhe lute | 
wih of the city af Brockville, 
, Be was vorn iu (that place 
4 1845, and tbe earlier years 
‘ fy WEED spent there. Ife re- 
se greater part or bis educa- 
; ae schools of the town, wate 
»garried there to the youns-_ 
Mor of the Jais James G. eI 


iiE MAJOR W. R. BELL, 
Me of Boll Farm, Indian Head, 
Paminent in ‘Military Circles in 
tan Canada for Thirty Years. 


aut, to take part in the defence 
§ native province. He was en- 
me in tiliary zervice in the affairs 
‘Bs and 1870, and received the 
3 issued On these Occasions, Hs | 

‘n 1373 as major of the 41st! 
at meeiving the general ser- | 
dc with two clasps. 1 (6 
turgh bis life Major Bell was || 


i iy hls life ho spent some time 


= 


The Sell Farm. 


Fenierprike in western Canad 
pFhch the name of Major Bell 


Ways hy moat cl 
tof the wen Cenaly identitied, 


i 
w. Be Bell, riflemaa, agricul- 
P. iransport ofilcer, Aled at his 
| 
| 
| 


e .n-states. He returned to 
reece tbe Fenlun troubles 


Part1 114kb Part2 130kb Part 3 156 kb 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 


7 ===SE5S Weeleucy || 
PFhich the uame of Major Bell | 
tways iu most closely identitied, t 
t of the well known Bell far, 
“at Indian Head, and operated 
‘Re eighties and nineties. The 
“a Was responsible for the for- 
I of the company Which con- 
this proposition. ana for many 
fhe was in complete cherge of the 


enguler, that so early i the history 
of the country he made chore of a dis-: 
trict. which time. hasshown «to te; 
equal to the best in the prairie. prov- 
inces. There was‘ inferior. land. un 
both sides of him in-the district, but 
he avoided. this, and obtained a:farm 
which. could’ scarcely - be bettered; -o;/ 
far as the general fertility of the scil 
iS Coucerned,:at the present day: 
Associates in the, Enterprise. 
Among those who were closely ss- 
sociated. with Major Gell in the farm 
purchase were W. L. Boyle and W.-R. 
Bruxtoa, Mr, Boyle was g member of 
the firm of - McArthur, Boyle and 
Campbell. Mr. McArthur was after-' 
Ward the hea@ of the Commercial 
Bank .in this city. Mr. Boyle is still 
living. and is engaged in business cs 
it private banker ou Wall street mi 
New York city. Mr, Bruxton was an 
English financier, who did not spead 
much time in this city. Lord Brassey ; 
Was very closely identified. with the 
undertaking and eventually became tre 
owner of inuch of the land, Eis lord-} 
ship took »# paternal interest in the 
district. Eis plan was to settle'caton- 
ists from England on the farm ond 
to aid them to seif-support, He ercotccd! 
the Anglicap church in the town, buslt! 
a residence for the clergy and provid- | 
ed a portion of the money necessuy 
for maintonance. He induced Bsnop! 
Burns to remove the head. of the ¢:.0- 
cese frum Qu'Appelle to Indian Heai, 
and supplied a permanent fund for 
the support of the diocese, Mujor Lell: 


as 
rin the country. In tho last wean 
‘Tation the frost was exceedingly 
» and the whole crop was lett 
* in the flelds, 2 total loss. Next 
‘he yield was heavy and since ther 
gc: faxmers of the district haye 
# osperous, 
eS to the Iapse of time It is now 
Wt ion obtain exact information 
Ptisrence to the farm. Lt appears, 
Fr. from the map of the Place, 
one way and another there was 
“tdinthe transaction about 59,000 
Pt lave, The whole township, in 
"(be town of Indian Head is now 
" Wag included, with the oxcep- 
tthe sections held for school pur- 
and one section owned py the 
, 2s Ray company. : | I 
t Useful Purpose Served, 
farm served a useful purpose | 
"early days in arousing interest | 
e' cuuntry, As che largest farm 
Yada it was the subject of mush 
“sation, and its management aud 
ects wera discussed. in all pacts! | | 
B Yominion. The fact that Maior 
Ried to make rooney is not preal- 
Sis discredit, when It is remetn- 
e that the hest of grain growers 
“ Country lost money at the 
; time. Such a farmer as Anzus] |} 
—/) Gt the Dominion governmeot 
Fr tentcl farm, at Indian Head, 
Lbrovaniy tell some stories of !he 
a te make money in wheat) | - 
nF in that district, prior to 1895, 
vould throw much lignt on che 


rs, but it ds said that if it het fee 


‘ | Was always held in very high esteam' 
be Gxpericnces of Major Bell.) || liv the men who were assockuted with! 
wr oeidisions at that time ware hin in his enterprises, He was a man 
‘the former. ‘Tha frugis were 


of great organizing ability, and all his 
friends state that he had vremark- 
wble power in convincing those whumj 
he met of the feastbility of his’ pro- 
jects. : he 

The funeral of Major Bell wit be held 
Wednesduy afternoon at 3 o'clock. from 
bis iate residence, 147 Carlton strest, to 
Einiwood cemetery. 


By 8Pd Uy Grousht wes fu some 
Wiha STeat an to be incredible. to 
Ae Tecont arrivals in the co-tn-| | b 
“Re fact which remains to the 
A of Major Bell was his most 
ele and extraordinary selec- 
Mind. i do not know what as- 
fhe mav have had, but it is 


SS 


= —~ : ¥ 
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Part4 168kb PartS 166 kb 
1913 — Feb. 18 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 12 — Death of Major Bell — check for details 
1913 — Feb. 18 — Victoria Daily Times, p. 2 - Major Bell Dead 


“MAJOR BELL DEAD. Winnipeg, Man. Feb. 18 — Major W.R. Bell, rifleman, agriculturalist and 
transport officer, died at 3 o’clock yesterday Morning. Though active and apparently quite 


Bell Farm / Major Bell Timeline — edition 35 8 September 2024 
hale and strong, he was actually suffering from a fatal illness for over a year. The funeral, it is 
expected , will take place Thursday which will enable Pacific Coast relatives to be present.” 


1913 — Feb. 18 — The Daily Colonist, Victoria, B.C. , p. 18 — Death of Major Bell — [FRANK’s NOTE; this article is 
full of erroneous information — one of the worst | have seen.] 


3 seem 
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70 kb 106 kb 


1913 — Feb. 18 — Regina Leader, p. 6 — Death of Major Bell — (identical of Edmonton Bulletin article) — seems to 
have been written in Winnipeg; some biographical details wrong (e.g. first wife: Katharine; second wife: 
Catherine, second marriage was 31 March 1897, not March 1896) 
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MAJOR BELL DEAD: 
FOUNDED BELL FARM 


WELL KNWON FIGURE IN WEST- 
ERN CANADA DIES AT AGE 
OF 68 


Maiet W. R. Bel founder of Bel 
Farm at Indian Head in the early 80's, 
and prominent as transportation offi- 
eer in the "85 rebellion, and well known | 
in Eastern Canada, died yesterday at 


the age of 68. | 

eS was the son of the late 
Robert of the city of Brockville, | 
Ont. He was born in that place on/| 
May 2S, 1845, and the earlier years of 
his life were spent there. He received | 
the greater part of his education in 


8 September 2024 


most t work of 
Tiell's active life was in 


Major 
connection | 
with the large farm which he operat- 
ed at Indian Head With this enter- 


Hts second marriage was solomnixed 
in Inugiand shortly after he gave up 
the control of the Indian Head farm 
His second wife was Miss Katharin« 


(trmiston. to whom he was married in | 


March. 1896. There were four child- 


ren, two sonsanmdtwo Gaughterse, all of 
whom, with his widow, survive the 
deceased. The family residence in 


Winntpeg has for many years been ar 
the corner of York and Cartton 


1913 — Feb. 18 — Edmonton Bulletin, p. 10 — Major Bell Passes Away at Winnipeg 


85 & 117 kb 
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MAJOR BELL PASSES 
AWAY AT WINNIPEG 


Prominent Old-Timer of West Dead 
—EEstablished Big Farm at Indian 
Head in Barty Bighties — Was 
Pamous Rifle Shot——Had Pistons. 
ive Eduwonton Interests. 


Bulletin Special. 
Winnipes ‘an, Feb, ti—-Major 
w. RR. B founder of the Leu 


farm at Indian Heag in the early 
80's, prominent as transportation uf- 
ficer in the “85° Rebeiliion, and well 
known in Kastern Canuca, dled te- 
day, aged 68, 

Major Bell was a son of the late 
Robert Bell, of Brockville, Ontaric. 
Mle was born in that place on May 
ere 1845, and the earlier years of 

-éy wpent there, He  re- 
vedvea tue gteater part of his educa- 
tion in the schools of the town, and 
was titst married there to the young- 
est dauahter of the tate James G. El- 
wood, c! Brockville. 

Barly te his life he spent some 
time in the western states. He re« 
turned to Canada when the Fenian 
troubles broke out to take part in the 
defence of his native province, He 
Yas engaged in millary service in 
the affairs of 1866 and 1870, and re- 
celved the medals issued on these oc- 
cCasions. He returned in 1876 as 
inajor of the 41st regiment, reecelv- 
ing the gencrai service medal with 
two clasps, 


————. 

All through his life, Major Dell was 
deeply interested In all forms of am- 
atour sports. His fame as a_ rifle 
vet was world wide. He was a mem- 
ber of the first Wimbledon team and 
went repeatediy to Bisley where his 
record is well known. He was much 
interested in lacrosse in the early 
days in Ontario, and was an active 
player with the best exponents of the 
Cabadian national game, 

The most important work of Major 
Hell's metive Ife, was in connection 


to 1896. Since the latter date he bas 
been at work on numerous enterpris- 
es in Western Canada, making his 
home in this elty, He was closely 
identifed With the business of thy 
Edmonton Coal company, of which 
he was a large stock holder, Hv 
maintained an office in the eity until 
the beginning of the summer when 
he packed up his effects and remoy- 
ed to Winnipeg beach, waere he spent 
twe months, He retur Aguat 
and remained In this elty in retire- 
meu unt} death tock hin. ‘ 


af 


Miss Katharine Bene ies 

he was united In March, 1590. 
were four ehildren, two sons 
two daughters, all of whom ¥ 
wite, ive the 
milly residence In Wi 
many years been at | 
Cork and Carton, 


| inst 


= 
Bele 


1913 — Feb. 19 — Lethbridge Herald, p. 8 — Death of Major Bell 
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Old Timer Dead! 
Coe os re cae 


- trapsport,officer, died ‘at three o'clock | 


2s Though very active 
-y and- Sepa _ hale and strong, ° 


: of. the, best, known charac-| | 


prs. in’ the west, having started i 


*siteof the present thriving town ! | 
Indian ‘Head. | Remarkable, how- Yl 
Orie as was ‘the prescience’ Major | 
agen’ ‘exhibited in this -project; be. was |‘ 
Read “fitted by «training. or habit of | ] 

nd’ to. bring it toa. successful con- 
jon: He served in the 1806 re- | 


oa EL sk Ri 128 kb 


1913 — Feb. 19 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 16 — Death and Funeral Notice for Major Bell [Note: age should be 67, not 57.] 
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DEATHS. | , 


le Se oe HI 
ROBLIN—On 18th inst,,” ‘at the ‘residence ol! , 
her @aughitcr, Mrs: NMeKilecluan,. 203 55 
Oxfard. - strect, - Emily .Wuson) Robltw,}) 
#ged $2 years, -L mouth, -and -3. days. 
Funeral Seovien” -Whl ‘be held” -at, the 
" Fearn - “address -On. Thursisy,~ the. 20th | 

- inst, 3sd0.. interment aks St" ‘Johny: 
: eomsatery.. a 
LOUNG—On the 17th ‘imat, At tha “winnis: 
k peg General - hospital, .atler ‘on. oper=|: 
w ation’ for appendicitis, Ray -J.,:son of, 
* «Mro- and’ Birs.' Alexander: “Young, :. aged: 
-Zl- years, $ raenths and 7 days,: Fun- 7 
eral service. wlll be eld. at. the pare |: 
enfs’ residence, “O27 , Balmoral: 2 Bari: 
this afternoon (Wedneséay).- ‘at 2s day Yn-} 
lerment Woodside heen fi ee igh tar ‘ 
On Feb, ‘4T,- * W.- = 
veurs, | Puneral from: hy Cusiten 1. 
> . £, S&S Bak Wednesday. - By -his- sneglal 7 
| _ Fequest, mo flowers. ~~ 195-2 
'GOOD—The ‘funerus - of Tate’ G2od, ‘whte--of }> 
] Simon (acd, todk / place’ -yosterdm. tram |. 
‘ 459 Collega avenue to. Kiidonan cemetery, 
[ and wus attended by. ‘jarge number ‘or. 
friends and a depuration ‘al Gny-Brinth: 

The service, was i a i ‘the, Rey. 
Milman, .-- 195-1 
LOWRIE—Ar' Ottawa, on. Sund: the, 16th 
Instant,’ Alfred’ Lawrie, of. acs, Ont., 
bruther of Mrs, A, K. Leith ot, 8 Sea. 
MeNEH At: 689 MeMilisx, ‘ ‘on’ Sunday, ‘i'eb.. Ps 
* Inmes Hugh, infants aon “of Me. 
ee Mrs. JaTnes: McNeil: 196-1. 
en 


o~2e aw “Nt ie 


wer 


180 kb 


1913 — Feb. 19 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 13 — Funeral Arrangements for Major Bell 


Arrangements f Major Wee 
for the funeral of 
who died Monday "Mason Wy. F 
bearers will be H. -T. ag tec B. 
EH. Macklin, N. G. Leslie, A. Mc--| 
Tavisn Cam bell, Col, Irvine ‘and Isaac : 
Campbell, “K.C... The. gortege ° 
Eng residence of. the late 
p-m-:today> and . inte 
| wei” “if LAR, pe in. Bilmwood., _cemeter 
Rev. Dr- DuVel,. of .Knex church, ‘wil 
special. request of. the ate! { 
-Was.to the — ches ne 
flowers be gent. .« . 


ES 
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1913 — Feb. 19 — Following a funeral at Knox Presbyterian Church, Winnipeg, Major Bell is buried in 
Winnipeg’s Elmwood Cemetery. 


“SIMPLE FUNERAL OF MAJOR W.R. BELL — Service Conducted at Family Residence by Rev. Dr. 
Du Val — Interment in Elmwood Cemetery. 


Beautiful in its simplicity was funeral service conducted over the remains of Major W.R. Bell at 
his former residence, 147 Carlton street, yesterday afternoon. The service, without music and 
without eulogy, consisted of a reading from the scriptures by Rev. Dr. Du Val, of Knox 
Presbyterian church, which was followed by an impressive prayer. 


After the services, friends of the deceased present filed slowly past the open coffin, after which 
the funeral cortege proceeded to Elmwood Cemetery, where interment was made. The 
pallbearers were H.T. Champion, E.H. Macklin, N.C. Leslie, Col. Irvine, A. McTavish Campbell and 
Isaac Campbell, K.C. In accordance with the expressed wish of the late Major Bell, no flowers 
were sent.” 


1913 — Feb. 19 (?) - No source — Burial of Major Bell 
“Remains of the Late Major Bell Laid to Rest By Old Friends - 


The funeral of the late Major Bell, who died on Monday morning, was held yesterday 
afternoon from the family residence, 147 Carlton street. Interment took place in 
Elmwood cemetery. The services at the house and later at the graveside, were 
conducted by Rev. Dr. Duval, and were largely attended by a host of friends and 
acquaintances who paid their last respects to the pioneer sportsman and well-known 
citizen in a manner showing the deep loss which they felt they had sustained. The 
pallbearers, all old and close friends of the deceased, were: Colonel Irwin, Norman 
Leslie, D.H. Macklin, A.M. Campbell, Isaac Campbell, K.C., and H.T. Champion.” 


1913 — Feb. 20 — Weston Times and Guide, p. 3 — Death of Major Bell 


“Major W.R. Bell, an agriculturalist and officer, well known in the west, died at 
Winnipeg on Monday.” 


1913 — Feb. 20 — Agassiz Record, p. 16- Death of Major Bell [Similar content to Victoria’s Daily Colonist — 
including many errors.] 
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° MAJOR W, BELL, FAMOUS 
CANADIAN, IS DEAD 


— 


STARTED GREAT FARMING EN- 

r.| TERPRISE NEAR INDIAN 

HEADIN EARLY DAYS, 
AND FAILED. 


a | Winnipg, Feb, Lig aane.W. 
m ples tifleman, — agricultur and 
be j transport officer, died at, three o'clock 
this moming, Though ver, active 
- land appalfently quite hale and strong, 
ho was cctually sullering from a fatal 
Ln itiness fer over a yoar, 
g. 4 Major Was one of the beat 
| jynown charactera in the west, having 
be jsearted in the early cightics farming 
,On an extensive acale at Indian Head, 
NE |Qu’Appdie, Balgonie, Long Lake and 
other central Saskatchewan points, 
Altogether this enterprise in the pion- 
ko (E days of the Canadian Pacific rall- 
. way cirbraced some fifty thousand 
acres, moat of which was bought lor 
q dollar an acte from the railway and 
{ the Hudson’s Bay company, and tittle | 
lot which le-now worth less, than for- 
ty dollars an acre, and included was 
he site of the present thriving town 
he of Indian Head. Remarkable, how- 
be over, as was his presclenco 
{Hell exhibited in this project, 
fee was not fitted by training or habit 
of mind to bring it to a successful 
conclusien, The farms were made 
the dumplng ground for young Eng- 
lishmen, old in family but,young in 
‘ pgricultural knowledge, and tho  ox- 
, travogact and haphazard scale = on 
wltich they worked foredooined fail- 
ure, so that 4¢ was not long before 
the enterprise fell to pieces and the |' 
great tracts of land were subdivided 
among small holderg. 


- 
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1913 — Feb. 20 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 3 — Simple Funeral of W.R. Major Bell 


= a j 5 = 3 . . 2 
SIMPLE FUNERAL ~. 
\ + . . - sy 4 ° 62 
(OF MAJOR W. R. 
Service Conducted. at Family Resid- 
ence by Rev. Or. Du Val—Inter- | 
ment in Eimwood Cemetery. * 
Beautizai jn ths; simplicity was: funeral 
service conducted over the remains of 
Major W, RO. Bell at his former’ resl- 
dence, WW? Cariton strect, yesterday 
afternoon. -“The.setrvice, without, music, 


and without -eulagy,. cogsisted of a read- 
ing from the scriptures by Rev. Dr. Du- 


‘ 


Vai, of Knox-Presbsterian church, which 
was followed ‘by an janypresstve prayer. 
After ‘the services..friends of:the de- 
caused present tiicd.slowly past the open 
ecoftin. after which the. funerad -cortege 
proceeded to. EXImwoaod. cemetery, where 
interment wus made. The ypafl-earers 
were HH. T. Champion, Bb. HH.’ Macklin. 
N. Gy ‘Leslie,. Col. Irvine,. A.  McTaish 
Campbell and Isaat ‘Campbell, K.-C. In! 
ecvoriance wi @ @xpressed wish :0z 
the late Major 10 flowers were sent. 


1913 — Feb. 20 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 11 — Tribute to Major Bell 
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~ MANTTOBA FREE PRESS PRESS 


a 
Elinto the Viginity* of what .is:now Fort | § 
William.’ Alt went to-loot ever some a 
property there’ that ad, according “whe 
to " the Ameritans, a- “coral” value. tim( 


E TRIBUTE TO MAJOR BELL | 


the death of ‘Major W. R. Sell itcame 


Aah” Oo SSR enh | 


{| ——__—__——— a ANTTOBA -FRER PRESS 
“J, G. M.” writes: When I read a 

as @ terrible sbock to the writer. IT: Pi Now. I must depend’ on what the cous- 

had met the soldier. many years ago,}/ Ba the: Gated States bald a 

at indi H return. to @ Munitoba’ hotei. 

an Head. In turaing to’ my |: We had. a bet of-one notte on ‘how |. 

netes, printed, too, in a now defunct many jtelegraph.: ‘posts we. passed in-an}. A 

puper, 1 find this: hour whenion the train.) We all kept | the | 
8 We pass through w portion . of the} | 7! tab, - ‘and. the. major ‘won, Then when | arri 

Beli farm, which js"ten miles square, b we got off: at a siding. swe badanother | exte 
E extending north of the line ane Cc. y one-dollar pool. ‘Tchad to. decide “be-, bell 

P.R-) 7 miles, south.3 miles; 3,200|j/[}cause I ‘stayed! with: thé, Steat coats | has: 
e | acres of wheat and oats are a aetinen qf “atid tho traps In genera}: A-=pair, of [Brit 
by - : One section is full of ‘weeds, | | [| Meld glasses “had to be used. to, decide } tr 
t | ‘The company have undertaken u vast | ||| the wager. I had the binoculars. “Tho | ye. 
tL} task and this work must. be pushed}, {/duestion to “be decided was;"who came | Gpi¢ 
Sion to such an-extent that it becomes in sight first from the walk but. Bell | pay 
Rja calculation af how many miles of | |[| won easily: A smile went around, The | ei] 
rtbreaking a2 team can do in a certain | | § American said (this. is .as- nearly ‘cor-| 
/time. The land is magnificent, the ‘| tect as’ my notes can-recall ‘the fun) Pru 
, | Quality marvelous, The superintend: | || I ‘will not:-bet. again.’ . Quitk: as.-a “wife 
;|ent and all: hands are busy every day | | ;| 288h.- the; major: said, “f Will Het you:a'| 25,5 

and all day. If that one crop had not} ||} Sve thet you-:will’. Out came . both | 517 
been ruined by weather the Bell farm | ||| ‘®®. five-dollur bills: 1 was atake-| io 
Fiwuuld have realized fiye. times: more], || 20/er-:. “Well,-you, must'\have- lost’ |r. 7 
k than the anticipation.’ | said © the. major, ‘for- you. hive just | yon! 

1 “It may be permitted to me to turn ||| made the bet” (OL course; ‘the money |"* - - 
: now > another side of the dear de- |! five. bon taken: Bacts eR, took a 
4 | ceased’s character. He was. full of/& “ Mi 

fun; no depression: seemed to be able | 4 ved: note that the! Booluman;” in’ ara. | is th 

to keep in subjection his k . ay a;Ureo Ereas quotes ‘Tennyson: | +o! 
t) to Keep in subjection his keen enjoy~ |) ||‘and thinking of the day's that are no| 7 
} {ment of: life's friendships. “We were |) | more.” It was this in. part that in- fron 

oth guests at the Manitoba hotel. |/Guced me to Iwrite of ora of tac kind- | evs 

Fred Sprado was then the manger. | ¢ est-hearted, “moet: gonial. and. lovable in -2. 

Two Americans arriyed from St. Paul.|¢ || men that -it has. ever Been’ omy lot ty | Se" 

They came to join the major in a trip meet,” 

| ap 5 - | buil 
357 kb 146 kb 


1913 — 29 May — The Cardiff Collieries Ltd., Report of the Directors for the year ended a0" April, 1913 — death 
of Major Bell 


“To the Shareholders..... Your Directors have again to express their regret at the 
loss by death of two of their number during the year. 


Early in January Major W.R. Bell, after a lengthy and trying illness passed away, and in 
February Mr. William Russell, unexpectedly succumbed to an attack of pneumonia. 
You will be called upon to elect Directors to fill the vacancies thus created.” 


[Note: Major Bell died in February, not January. Possibly Mr. Russell died in January, 
and the dates were incorrectly entered in the report. ] 
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Libby (Bell) MacAulay by her grandparents’ graves in Elmwood Cemetery, Winnipeg, Aug. 2013. 


Major William Robert Bell (1847-1913) 84 kb Catherine [Ormiston] Bell (1871-1954) 110 kb 
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Pose Dery 


1914 — Feb. 19 —/ndian Head News, p. 1-— Col. Sam Steele claims to be the person who directed Major Bell to select 
land in the future Indian Head district. We have found no other source to verify this claim. 


“INDIAN HEAD’S NEW DRILL HALL — Officially Opened Yesterday by Col. Steele -..... Col. 
Steele .... had been in the district before; some years ago he had charge of this district which 
extended from Swift Current to the western boundary of Manitoba, and he it was who 
recommended to Major Bell the lands adjoining this town as the location for what was 
afterwards known as the Bell Farm, thus laying the foundation for your present prosperity and 
your presence on this happy occasion.” 
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Revisions from July 21, 2023 to September 8, 2024 _Highlighted items of special interest 


Introduction, p. 4— Further Research: North-West Rebellion War Claims Commission — revised text 


SSL SLES Sa 
e 1873 -May 30-Almonte Gazette, p. 2 — Bell on Pakenham cricket team 
e 1873 -July 4-Almonte Gazette, p.2—-Mrs. Bell of Pakenham sings with Mrs. Dickson at Promenade Concert 
e 1873 -July 11 —Almonte Gazette — p. 5 —W. Bell on Pakenham cricket team 
e 1873 -July 25 —Almonte Gazette —W.R. Bell participates in Pakenham foot race 


° 1873 — August — City of Ottawa Directory: 1873-1874, Irwin & Co., p. 183 — William Bell listed as a station agent 


Sob bsh ib 


e 1882 - March 24 - Almonte Gazette — First newspaper report of the Bell Farm’s establishment and his railway 


station work at Pakenham. 
e 1882 —- May 11 - Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 5 — Tender to supply the Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate before the 


trek to Indian Head got underway. (published May 9 to 15) — (not same as Bell Farm) 

e 1882 - June 10 — Saskatchewan Herald, Battleford, p. 4 — establishment of Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate (not same 
as Bell Farm) 

e 1882 -June 18 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Incorporation of Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate (not same as Bell 
Farm) 

e 1882 - June 23 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1— Col. Richardson acquires Charter for Qu’Appelle Farm 
Syndicate (not same as Bell Farm) 

e 1882 - Aug. 2- Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— First newspaper report on Squatters — about 6 
weeks after Major Bell and his construction crew arrived at the Bell Farm site 

e 1882 - Aug. 10- Emerson Daily International, p. __ CPR builds siding at Bell Farm 
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e 1882 - Oct. 2 -— Man. Daily Free Press, p. 4— Report on Squatters Rights 

e 1882 - Oct. 3 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4- Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate advertises meeting. (not same as 
Bell Farm) 

e 1882 - Oct. 3 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8— Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate acquires more land at Moose Jaw. 
(not same as Bell Farm) 

e 1882 - Oct. 5 —- Manitoba Daily Free Press p. 8 — Bell Farm delegates to Ottawa disgusted with meeting result. 

e 1882 - Oct. 13 - Almonte Gazette — Details on CPR construction & report on Bell Farm 
squatters 

e 1882 - Nov. 9 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p.3 — Letter re: Squatters’ Rights 

e 1882 - Nov. 14 —- Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Qu’Appelle Farm Syndicate’s Winnipeg office (not same as 


Bell Farm) 


1882 — Nov. 22 — Winnipeg Free Press , p. 8 — Steam Plow for Bell Farm (typo error) 


Sohbet 


1883 — Feb. 7 — Man. Daily Fere Press, p. 4— Report on the Bell Farm and Squatters 


1883 — April 8 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 — Major Bell reports on first spring seeding on the Bell Farm 


1883 — May 3 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 7 — Squatter Coleman vs Indian Head Townsite location 
1883 — May 7 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4—H.J. Eberts visits Toronto 
1883 — Oct 17 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 1 — Bell Farm crop shipped to Ogilvie in Montreal 


Seb ebcbeb 


1884 — April 28 — Brandon Daily Sun, p. 8 — Bell Farm buys 25 Harris binders 
1884 — May 22 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. - Major Bell in Winnipeg 


ob bbb bbe 


1885 — Jan. 15 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4 - QVFC — Annual Meeting postponed to March 
1885 — Jan 20 — Manitoba Daily Free Press — Bell Farm Flour Mill, erected by Pray Manufacturing - new details 


1885 — April 18 — CPR Telegram: 
1885 — April 19 — CPR Telegram: 
1885 — April 19 — CPR Telegram: 
1885 — April 19 — CPR Telegram: 
1885 — April 19 — CPR Telegram: 
1885 — April 19 — CPR Telegram: 
1885 — April 19 — CPR Telegram: 
1885 — April 20 — CPR Telegram: 
1885 — April 20 — CPR Telegram: 
1885 — April 20 — CPR Telegram: 
1885 — April 20 — CPR Telegram: 


Regina — Dewdney to: MacPherson. 

Clark’s Crossing: Middleton to Wrigley 
Winnipeg: Wrigley to Bell 

Clark’s Crossing: Major Smith to Sergeant Davis 
Winnipeg: Wrigley to Major Bell 
Qu’Appelle: Major Bell to Thomas Howard 
Qu’Appelle: Major Bell to J. Wrigley. 
Qu’Appelle: Major Bell to Howard 
Winnipeg: Howard to Major Bell 
Winnipeg: Wrigley to Major Bell 
Qu’Appelle: Major Bell to Jas. Ross 


1885 — April 20 [Or 21] - CPR Telegram: Winnipeg: T. Howard to Major Bell 


1885 — April 22 — CPR Telegram: 
1885 — April 22 — CPR Telegram: 
1885 — April 24 — CPR Telegram: 
1885 — April 24 — CPR Telegram: 
1885 — April 24 — CPR Telegram: 
1885 — April 24 — CPR Telegram: 
1885 — April 25 — CPR Telegram: 
1885 — April 25 — CPR Telegram: 


Winnipeg: T. Howard to Major Bell 
Winnipeg: Wrigley to Capt. Swinford 
Brandon: Hesson to Major Bell 
Qu’Appelle: Major Bell to Quigley 
Winnipeg: Howard to Major Bell 
Winnipeg: [Unknown author] to Major Bell 
Qu’Appelle: Major Bell to W.F. Buchanan 


Winnipeg: W.F. Buchanan to Major Bell 
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1885 — April 25-— CPR Telegram: Winnipeg: Wrigley to Major Bell (1) 

1885 — April 25-— CPR Telegram: Winnipeg: Wrigley to Major Bell (2) 

1885 — April 25-— CPR Telegram: Winnipeg: Wrigley to Capt. Swinford 

1885 — April 26-— CPR Telegram: Qu’Appelle: Major Bell to Wrigley 

1885 — April 26- CPR Telegram: Qu’Appelle: Major Bell to Sir John A. Macdonald 

1885 — April 27— CPR Telegram: Regina: J.M. Walsh to Bell, Lewis, Yales (?) 

1885 —-May 6—CPR Telegram: Qu’Appelle: Robertson, Boyd & Brooks to J.M. Egan — Indigenous people raid ? 


1885 — August 4 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4- Fight at Qu’Appelle between Major Bell and Metcalfe 
1885 — Aug. 20 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 2 — Satirical comment ona knighthood for Major Bell 
1885 — Oct. 3 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 4— Rebellion supplies costs and Bell Farm involvement 
1885 — Oct. 14 — Rebellion Claims Commission — Testimony of Major Bell 

1885 — Nov. 23 — Man. Daily Free Press, p, 2 — Bell and Rebellion costs questioned in Montreal Herald 

fe oases 

1886 — January — The Nor’West Farmer and Miller — p. 353 — Bell roller mill back in working order 

1886 — May 21 — Qu’Appelle Progress, p. 6 — Bell Farm report - same as Regina Leader, May 18, p. 4 -first 
paragraph 

Secchi 

1888 — March 25 — Man. Daily Free Press, p. 2 — George Strevel hired by Bell to operate the Bell Farm 
t++t++++++ 

1890 — June 21 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 8 — Bell, Secretan and other play lacrosse in Winnipeg 
1890 — November — The Nor’West Farmer and Miller, p. 656 — Major Bell member of Clydesdale Assoc. of Ont. 
++t++4+++4++ 

1892 — Feb. 3 — Manitoba Daily Free Press, p. 6 — Major Bell goes West; Mrs. Bell goes East 

1892 — Feb. 12 — Winnipeg Tribune, p.4 — Major Bell in Winnipeg at the Manitoba Hotel 

t+tt++++++ 

1895 — Aug. 8 — Regina Leader, p. 1- Ovington wins race at Territorial Exhibition 

1895 — August 14 — Winnipeg Tribune, p. 1 & 5 — Four elevators at Indian Head - capacity report 
t++t++++4++ 

1896 — Jan. 9 — Manitoba Morning Free Press, p. 1— Major Bell leaves Winnipeg for Indian Head 
ee 

1911 — Jan. 26 — Manitoba Free Press, p. 1 — Cardiff Coal Company sold to Major Bell & 

associates 


Total entries as of July 21, 2023: 1762 


New entries total this edition: 72 


Total entries as of 8 September 2024: 1834 


